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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1926.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals w ith the Vital Statistics of the 33 principal towns iD the Island proclaimed under sections 3.1-36 

o f the Ordinance N o. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The num ber o f marriages o f residents in the proclaimed towns numbered 348 (309 General, 5 Kandyan, and 
34 Muslim), as against 382 in the preceding month and 355 in the corresponding month o f last year. In  Colombo the 
number of marriages was 127 (104 General and 23 Muslim), as against 158 in the preceding m onth and 114 in the corres
ponding month o f last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,723 ( 884 males and 839 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

32'19 per 1,000 of the population as in the previous month, against 29-45 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 27-26 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate ranged from 20-04 in Moratuwa to 72-36 in 
Mannar. There were 1,595 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 
29-80, as against 28-81 in the preceding month.

4. In the city  o f Colombo the births registered numbered 640 (325 males and 315 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 29-11 per 1,000, as against 29-88 in the preceding month, 25-06 in the corresponding m onth  of last year, 
and 22-79 the average for. the corresponding months since 1916. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah W ards, 
ranged from 14-96 in K ollupitiya to 31 -59 in Wellawatta North. There were 567 births o f children whose mothers 
were residents of the city, equivalent to  an annual rate of 25-79, as in the preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,864 (985 males and 879 females), and were equivalent 

to an annual rate o f 34- 82, as against 34 • 64 in the preceding month. There were 1,422 deaths o f residents in the towns, 
equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 28-73, as against 27-76 in the preceding month, 25-92 in  the corresponding 
month of last year, and 27-57 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The standardized death rate 
ranged from 83-63 in K alp itiya  to  10-46 in Kegalla.

6. In t i  e city  o f Colom bo the deaths registered numbered 674 (377 males and 297 females), and were equivalent 
to  an annual rate of 30 • 65, as against 29 • 47 in the preceding month. There were 552 deaths o f residents o f the city , which 
corresponded to  an annual standardizedrateof 28-91, as against 27 • 76 in the preceding month, 28-22 in the corresponding 
month of last year, and 27 • 60 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The death rate of residents, exclusive 
of the Fort and the Pettah W ards, ranged from  27 • 14 in Maradana East to 8 • 41 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 113 (61 males and 52 fem ales), as against 115 in the 
preceding month.

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year- amounted to 420 and corresponded to  a rate of 238 per 1,000 births 

registered during the tw elve months ended August, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only the 
rate was 244, asagainst 255 in the preceding month, 207 in the corresponding month of last year, and 239 the average for 
the corresponding months since 1916. There were 389 deaths o f children under one year whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to  a rate of 244, as against 260 in the preceding month.

9. In the city  o f Colom bo the deaths of children under one year numbered 162 and corresponded to  a rate of 
250 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended August, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only the rate was 253, as against 233 in the preceding month, 222 in the corresponding m onth o f last year, and 
255 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 145 deaths of children under one year whose 
mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to  a rate of 256, as against 250 in the preceding month.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest m ortality was from  Pneumonia, to  which 16 per cent, o f the total deaths were due. Convulsions 

and Debility (of children under one year), each caused 7 per cen t.; Enteritis and Phthisis, each 5 per cen t.; Dysentery, 
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Diarrhoea, each 4 per cen t,; Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis, and Bright's Disease 
and Nephritis, each 3 per cen t.; Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, Puerperal Septicaemia, and Influenza, each 2 per cent.; 
Tetanus 1 per cent.

11. In  Colom bo, too , the highest mortality was from  Pneumonia, which caused 14 per cent, o f the total deaths. 
Phthisis and Convulsion, each caused 7 per cent.; Debility (of children under one year), and Enteritis, each 6 per c e n t ; 
Bronchitis, Diarrhoea, and Influenza, each 4 per cent.; Dysentery, Enteric Fever, and Prematurity, each 3 per cen t.; Malaria 
and Malarial Cachexia, Anchylostomiasis, and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, each 2 per ce n t .; Puerperal Septicaemia 
and Tetanus, each 1 per cent.

12. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease m ost prevalent during the m onth was Phthisis, o f which 
116 cases were reported (98 in Colombo, 9 in Galle); Enteric Fever followed with 63 (28 in Colombo,- 16 in Galle, 
7 each in Panadure and W eligam a) ; Chickenpox 40 (38 in C olom bo); Dysentery 27 (8 in Kurunegala, 7 in Moratuwa, 5 
in Kalutara) ; Continued Fever 24 (20 in C olom bo); Measles 23 (18 in C olom bo); Diphtheria 5 (4 in in Colom bo) ; 
II hooping Cough 2 (in Colom bo) ; Mumps 1 (in Matale).

Meteorology.
13. Rainfall.— Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (19-50 in.). In  the other towns the rainfall ranged 

from  17 ■ 79 in. in H atton to  0 • 02 in. in Puttalam  and Anuradhapura. Colom bo recorded 5 ■ 31 in. There was no rainfall 
in Mannar and K alpitiya.

14. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from  86-4° in Trincomalee to  61 -2° in Nuwara E liya, 
and was 81-8° in Colombo.

15. For detailed statistics see Tables I., II., and I I I . for all towns, and IV . and V . for  the city  o f  Colombo. ' 1

Registrar-General’s Office, H . E. Heven ,
Colombo, September 27, 1926. Registrar-General.
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Table II.— Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for Aug., 1926.

Provinces and Towns.

All 33 Towns-

Births.*

d
S'

826 769

o .
g
Ph

1,595

Birth-rate.

August,
1926.

Deaths.

S>

29-80 717

®
15

■■■S'
r®S

705

Death-rate
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

14,22

August,
1926.

28-73

Average
for

August,
1916—1925

27-57

-Deaths-of 
Children 

under 
1 Year.f

889

Rate per*
' “ 1,000 

Births 
registered 

during 
Aug., 1920.’

244

Western.

Colombo
Negombo
Moratuwa
Kalutara
Panadure

291
50
33
21-

12

276
49*
40
16
14

567
99
73
37
26

25- 79 
40-58 
19 50 
31-30
26- 68

299:
35
42
13F
9

253 552
32 67,
55 97
22 35
11 20

28- 911 
28-11 
26-39'
29- 45? 
21-76''

27-60 
27-21 
32-46 . 
22-' 89‘ '  
22-47

145
18“
28
7
2

266
182
383
189
77'

Central.
Kandy, - ■ 
Gampola 
Nawalapi tiya i 
Hatton-Dikoya 
Matale
Nuwara'Eliya-

64
5'
4
5 

19 
17

39
11
3
61

15
12.

93
16- '
7

11 '

34 . 
29

32 16
28-56-
22-32
43- 40
44- 61 
41-97

30
4r
3
8

12
10 '

29
8-

■ 2 
8

10
6

59
12
6

16;
22
16

22-36
22-14-
17-31
74-24-:
30-81
25-56'

29-44 
26-64 
32 71 
34'91' * 
33-39 tj 
12-53

17 183
4 250
1 143
3" 273
6 177
6 207

Southern.
Galley.
Ambalangoda'
Matara-
Weligama
Hambantota-
Tangalla

Northern.

Jaffna 
Mannar 
Mullaiittivu ? . 
Vavuniya

44- 
6 

24 < 
9 
7 

14.

61V 105
1 7

26 50
7 16.
5 12
8- 22- -

31-27
21-27
34-52
20:17.
47-49
51=94-

43?
3

18!
9
4)

14,

45 88 < " - 25 - 64-,
4 7 21-15

20 3 8 ’ 25-74^
12. . 21. _ 24:61
3 7 ' ,26-29»"
5 - 19- - 41-55,

I
. ' 76 
. 1 12
. J 6.

58
10
6..
2

134 . 
22
10.. - 
2

36-25
69- 21
70- 86 
23-28

46
5 I 
3 
2

64 110
6 11
3- 6 -

2

30-82
35-29?
44-30.
27-23’-

22*99
—t24-12

15-79
67-68
20-63

1
28-51 
31-83 
36-94 <■ 
26-28

19''
3
8
3
5
9

39
6
2
1

i8i
429
160
188;
417'
409

291s
273!
200s
5001

Eastern. >
Batticaloa
Kalmunai
Trincomalee-;

NdrthrWestemi
Kurunegala:'-
PuttaJam
Kalpitiya
Chilaw '

25
3

14

16
8

10

41
11
24

44=79 20
49‘ 60 2
2903 12

19
2

10

39
4

22

44-42S
13-17
27-84

39-63 # 9
—t 233-15 7

*r

220'

182!
292!

18 14
9 13
1 2
8 6

32
22
3

14

33-70 
34 = 80
21- 84
22- 40

20 . 20 
11 t 13 
4 6
6 8

40 
24 = 
10 
14

48-95. 
41-17 = „ 
83-63' 
25-80

.27-18
39-72
—t25-97

10
5
3
2

313!
227

143

North-Central.
Anuradhapura

'Uva.;

Badulla 
Lunugala r.

n - 87 19- -  -23-61 17 —18- 35: 52-07- * 44-61-- ; 9 = —  4741

8
1

16
2

2115
44-27

2
1

14-83
24-95

29-21
- t

3 188
1 500

Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura ;
Kegalla

14
6

14: 28
5 11

43"69 J ! 8
34-25 5 : 2-

1
1

9
3

15-31
10-46

21-31
21-82

4
2

143
182

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the towns, 
t . Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of the towns, 
t Not available.
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Table V.—Causes of Death by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1926, in eaoh Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

*
Wards.

sac8 » J1.1. City of Colombo. o % « GB
Causes of Death. - "2 o 

Sg 4 1
, , . 

£
d
1 l£ 5» ' § 5 m

&4 ©0* ■*»oa GQ

M f Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes 377 297 674 1 — 4 — 81 26 8 10 18 15 30 19

I.— Infantile Mortality 90 72 162 — — — — 14 3 6 5 5 4 14 G

A.—One Week and under.
6
8
1

1
-

1. Prematurity • 11 17 -— — — — . .---
1 1

12. Debility
3. Convulsions , ,

9
3

17
; 4 — — — — 2 1 —

4. Diarrhoea . . _ — — — "*“  '
to. Enteritis • • , • . — — —
0. Tetanus * . — “ — — . —
6. Bronchitis . ;  . ! • . — ’ *“*“ — “7" - ■ —“ —r-!
7. Pneumonia . . . . ■ — — — “““ —
8. Other Causes * * 3* It 4 '

B __Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility • • 
8. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
4a. Enteritis • •

••
12
16
3
7

14 
. 14 

4 
10

... 26 
30 
! 7

•
—

— —
1
5 1

1
2 1

1
1

1

1

' 2 
1

3
2
1 3

0. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7, Pneumonia * • • 
3 Other Causes . .

1
4

15
6t

2 1
7
5§

'■ 1 
: 6 
22 
11

—
— —

—

1
3
1

1

1

1
1 2 2 —

1
r 4

2 —

II__General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 287 225 512 1 — 4 ■ — 17 23 2 5 13 11 16 14

1. - Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox . •
4. Measles •• ■
5. Influenza . . .

••

11 .9 ?°

■h

— —
3 .4 1

—
1 1 

I 
1 

1 
1

1 ,:i
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever . .
8. Malaria

•• 10
9

8
5

18
14

j - __ — __
1
1

■
—

1
1

2;
1 1

9. Malarial Cachexia • 2 | “““
10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea

* *
12 8 20 — — — — 1. 4 — — 1 3 —

1 la. Enteritis 
12. Dysentery

* * 16
11

5 ! 
9 ;

21
20 — ---, —

1
— — 1 1 1

. 2

13* AnnhyloatmiftSlfl Of DochUPlPS WOO* 
denalis • • • • 8 8 : ie T- — — — — — '.T- TT

14. Cancer-
15. Phthisis

* * 30
.6 i 

20 ;
io
^0 j— -j- 2 — 2 1 ! — 1 1 1 ' :2_ T 2

10. Other Tuberculous Diseases . • ---: ■ — *7" - — — , 7“ “7~ . — . ““
17.- Anaemia • . — 3 i 2 *•— — — — 7“* — rr:
18. Diabetes Mellitus . . . . 3 i 1 1 4 — — —“i . — '• T7T. ~7~ “ “ .1
19. Convulsions . . 5 9 ! 14 — — — — 1 1 7“ — — — 2 —
20. Tetanus . . 5 1 : 6 — — — .7“ *—** MW . — : 1
61. Bronchitis . . . . . 9 13 22 — — — — 1 1 — — 1 ” : — ' 1
22. Pneumonia • . 44 31 75 — — 1 — 3 4 ■r 1 2 — - -7- 3
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

2
8 :

1
2

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis

3
8

o
16 — — ---’ — 1 i — — 1

1 7~-'

25. Puerperal Eclampsia , . ----
9
2

*—* — .T" — — — ' --- —
26.’ Puerperal Septicaemia . • * 9

2 :
i — . —- — . -TT

27. Miscarriage • • —
28* Other undefined Accidents of Uinidbirth --- . 4 ! 4 — — — --- . .— — --- . — .--- ■. --- “
29. Starvation . .

14
2

•*” — “-- — — — — — --- : , --- - ---
30. Accidents and Negligence * • j 3 u — — — --- - ■ -r- . — -7- — ' — -T“-
31. Homicide - • • • 2 —• — — — .--- — . -r*‘ . ---. -7- .
32. Suicide - • • • • 1 1 2 — — — — — — 7— 7— — ' —  . — -
33. Execution . . — — — --- — — — — —. --- _ .  : __ ' —
34. All Other Causes * * 84|| 61H 145 i 1 4 6 l 3 4 4 4 3

* One death each from Cleft palate, Asphyxia pallida, and shock from falling, 
t  From Atelectasis.
j  Three deaths from Influenza and 3 from Congenital Syphilis.
§ Two deaths from Congenital Syphilis, and 1 each from Gangrene of the leg, Perineal Abscess, and Influenza. 
|| Here are included 16 deaths from Senility, 11 from Heart-disease. 10 from Paralysis, and 6 from Worms.

II Here are included 15 deaths from Senility, 13 from. Paralysis and 4 from Heart-disease.
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T̂ fete -^-G au^s of ljeath b^i^^registered during the Montfr ofs Augustv 1920; in e^teWiard'and ..of?

each Baoeinî h ĵGî li.of-iOolombQ—continued.

Wards.

Causes of Death.

Al̂ ~ Caujses

I.—fnlaatlle Mortality

A —One, Week

1.-
2.
3.
4. 
4a. 
B. 
6. 
7.-
8f

andjundet

Prematurity j 
Debility > - j 
Convulsions - 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis! C 
Tetanus 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia - 
Other Causes

B . — \ O v e r  l  .W i e k  a r i f l u n d e r l  )Y e a « j .

1. *
2. - 
3“
4. 
4a.
5.
6. 
7: 
8.

Prematurity
Debility
Convulsions
Diarrhoea 
. Enteritisi 
Tetanus 
Brohchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other Causes

4;
5r
0.
7. -
8. 
9.-

10.-
11.
11a.
12.
13r
14.
15.
16.
17.
18. '
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27,
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

II.—Gtendral Mortality (liYear apd-Over) . L
j- . ; '

1.- P lague 
: 2 Smallpox ’

3r Chicjkenpox 
Measles- f 
Influenzal '
Pyrexia or BV er 
Enteno Fever 
Malaria
Malarial Cachexia 
Cholera- j 
Diai^hoeal 

. Enteritis1: .
Dysentery i, . .  ... ..

■ Anchylostomii Bis ■ ‘or - Dochmius iDuoi- 
•dsnalis- ’

Cancer' j — ;
Phthisis i - -  I —' i ■ .... r
Other-Tuberculous Diseases 
Anaemia j ’ '
Diabetes Melliius- 1 '
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!Tetanus J • ' ! - • : ..
Bronchitis - • j — i 
Pneumonia- ; - . .  . . . . . .
; Other - Diseases of - the- Respiiator  ̂
j Syptemj 1 !
jBright’aDisease and Nephritis 
'Puerperal; Eclampsia ..
(Puerperal (Septicaemia.-.
Miscarriage ..
Other im defined Accidentsof Childbirth 
Starvation ..
Accidents and Negligence
Homicide
Suicide
Execution .. .'. .. r
All Other Causes . ... ' .
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Table V.—Causes of Death by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Kace in the City of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

411 Causes

Wards.

1— Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
8. Tetanus
0. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Wee& and under 1 Tear.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. . Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II .— General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1.
2.
3.
4. 
6 . 

6.
7.
8. 
9.

10.
11.
11a.
12.
13.

14. 
18. 
10.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.

24.
28.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Plague 
Smallpox 
Chickenpox 
Measles 
Influenza 
Pyrexia or Fever 
Enteric Fever 
Malaria
Malarial Cachexia
Cholera
Diarrhoea
Enteritis
Dysentery
Anchylostomiasis or Doohmi 

denalis 
Cancer 
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases
Anaemia
Diabetes Mellitus
Convulsions
Tetanus
Bronchitis

- Pneumonia . •
Other Diseases of the Rei 

System
Bright's Disease and Nephritis 
Puerperal Eclampsia . .  
Puerperal Septicaemia.. 
Miscarriage
Other undefined Accidents of Cl 
Starvation
Accidents and Negligence
Homicide
Suicide
Execution
All Other Causes

Deaths among all Races.
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