
S U P P L E M E N T

TO THE

No. 7,555 —  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1926.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1926.;

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h is  report deals with the V ital Statistics o f the 33 principal towns in the Island proclaim ed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance N o. 1 of 1895. . , Marriages. -
2. The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns num bered 346 (298 General, 3 Kandyan, and 45 

Muslim), as against 348 in the preceding m onth and 336 in the corresponding m onth o f last year.- In  Colombo the number 
o f marriages was 137 (102 General and 35 Muslim), as against 127 in the preceding m onth and 119 in the corresponding 
m onth of last year. Births.

3. The births l-egistered numbered 1,845 (956 males and 889 females), and were equivalent to  an annual rate
of 35 '62  per 1,000 o f the population, as against 32 ‘ 19 in the previous m onth, 29- 59 in the corresponding m onth of last, 
year, and 28•70 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The rate ranged -from 13; 18 in Nawalapitiya 
to  65-23 in Kalmunai. There were 1,701 births of children, Whose mothers were residents o f the towns, equivalent to*an 
annual rate of 32-84, as against 29" 80 in the preceding m onth. i -

4. In  the city  o f Colombo the births registered numbered 631 (328 males and 303 females), and were equivalent to  
an annual rate of 29 • 65, as against 29 • 11 in the preceding month, 25 • 37 in the correspondingm onth of last year, and 26 • 16 
the average for the corresponding m onths since 1916. The rate, exclusive o f the F ort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from  
11 • 11 in K ollupitiya to  25 • 54 in Slave Island. There were 562 births o f children, whose mothers were residents of the city, 
equivalent to  an annual rate of 26 ’ 41, as against 25• 79 in the preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the m onth numbered 1,630 (906 males and 724 females), and were equivalent

to  an annual rate of 31 • 47, as against 34- 82 in the preceding month. There were 1,235 deaths of residents in the towns, 
equivalent to  an annual standardized rate of 25 • 79, as against 28 • 73 in the preceding m onth. 24 ' 18 in the corresponding 
m onth of last year, and 27 ’ 02 the average for  the corresponding months since 1916. The standardized death-rate, ranged , 
from  110:28 in H atton-D ikoya to  12-11 in Tangalla. . :

6. In  the city  of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 549 (312 males and 237females), and were equivalent to  
an annual rate of 25 • 80, as against 30-65 in the preceding month. There were 429 deaths of residents of the city , which 
corresponded to  an annual standardized rate of 23 -2 1 ,as against 28-91 in the preceding m onth, 27-41 in the corresponding 
m onth of last year, and 26-23 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. The death-rate of residents, exclusive 
of the F ort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from  21-28 in Slave Island to  4 -99 in San Sebastian.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 136 (73 males and 63 females), as against 1'13 in the
preceding month. Infant Mortality.

8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 351 and corresponded to  a rate o f 202 per 1,000 births
registered during the twelve months ended September, 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during the m onth on ly 
the rate was 190, as against 244 in the preceding month, 210 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 222 the average 
for  the corresponding months since 1916. There were 325 deaths of children under one year whose mothers were residents 
o f the towns, which corresponded to  a rate of 191, as against 244 in the preceding month. ;

9. In  the city  of Colombo the deaths of children under one year num bered 112, and corresponded to  a rate of 176 
per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended September* 1926. Reckoned on the births registered during, 
the m onth only the rate was 178, as against 253 in the preceding month, 213 in the correspondingm onth of last year , and 
221 the average for the corresponding months since 1916. There were 103 deaths of children under one year* whose mothers 
were residents of the city , which corresponded to  a rate of 183, as against 256 in the preceding month.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from P n e u m o n ia , to  which 13 per cent, o f the total deaths were due. C on v u lsion s  

caused 7 per cent. ; D eb ility  (of children under one year) and P h th isis, each 6 per c e n t ; E n teritis  and D iarrhoea, each 5 per 
cent. ; B rig h t's  D isea se  and N ep h ritis , D y se n te r y , and A nchylostorniasis, each 4 per cent. ; M a la ria  and M a la ria l C achexia  
3 per cent. ; P rem a tu rity , B ron ch itis, E n teric  F e v e r , In flu en za , and P u erp era l S e p tic a e m ia ,e a c h 2 per cent. '  .

11. In  Colom bo too, the highest m ortality was from  P n eu m on ia , which caused 11 per Cent, of the tota l deaths.
P h th isis  caused 8 per cent. ; C on vu lsion s, 7 per cent. ; D e b ility  (of children under one year) and E n teritis , each 5 per cent • 
D ia rrh oea , In flu en za , and B ron ch itis, each 4 per ce n t .; B rig h t's  D isea se  and N ep h ritis  and D y se n te r y , each 3 per cent. ■ E n teric  
F ev e r , P rem a tu rity , M a la ria  and M a la ria l C achexia  and A n ch ylostorn ia sis, each 2 per c e n t .; T eta n u s , Cancer an& P u e rv er a l  
S ep tica em ia , each 1 percen t. > -

12. - In fectiou s D isea ses  reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the m onth  was P h th isis  of which
102 cases were reported (83 in Colombo, 7 in Galle) ; E n teric  F ev er  followed with 72 (29 in Colom bo, 16 in Galle) • C hicken  
p o x  58 (40 in Colombo, 11 in J a ffn a ); M e a s le s ’39 (34 in C olom bo); C on tin u ed  F e v e r  33 (26 in  Colom bo) • D y se n te r y  29 flO * 
n Panadure, 9 in M oratuw a); S m a llp ox  7 (in C olom bo) ; M u m p s  5 (3 in Colom bo, 2 in Matale) ; D ip h th eria  3 (in Colom bo) • 
W h oop in g  C ough  3 (2 in Kalutara, 1 in. Colom bo). Meteorology ' ’

13. R a in fa ll. Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (31-02 in.). In  the other tow ns the rainfall ranged 
from 17 • 98 in. in Ratnapura to 1 ■ 19 in. in Kalm unai. Colom bo recorded 9: 43 in rarntau ranged

14 M e a n  T em peratu re.— T h e  mean temperature varied,from  84- 8° in Mannar and Trincomalee to 61- 2° inN uw ara 
Eliva, and was 81 • 6° in Colombo.

15. For detailed statistics, see Tables I ., II ., and II I . for a ll tow ns, and IV ia n d  V . for  the city of Colombo.
Registrar-General’s Office, 

Colom bo, O ctober 30, 1926. H . E . B b v e n , - 
Registrar-General.'
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Table II.__Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for Sept., 1926,

Provinces and Towns.

Births. ¥ % Birth-rate.
for

- Deaths. Death-rate 
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

M
al

es
.

Fe
m

al
es

.
1 

- Pe
rs

on
s.

September
1926.

M
al

es
.

Fe
m

al
es

.

Pe
rs

on
s.

September
1926.

Average
for

September
1916-1925.

Deaths of 
Children 

under 
1 Y ear.f

Bate per 
1,000 
Births 

registered 
during 

Sept., 1926.

All 33 Towns 888 813 1,701 32-84 663 572 1,235 25-79 27 02 325 191

Western.
298 264 562 26-41 239 190 429 23-21 26-23 103 183
33 39 72 30-49 30 25 55 23-85 26-88 10 139
96 83 179 49-41 40 53 93 26 15 34-82 26 139
33 24 57 49-82 22 24 46 40-00 26-39 - 11 193

Panadure 20 16 36 38-03 9 8 17 1911 23-28 3 83

• Central.
66 53 108 38-60 40 37 77 3013 27-79 26 241

5 6 11 20-29 6 3 9 1716 25-70 3 273
Nawalapitiya 3 — 3 9-89 3 3 6 21-47 26-26 1 333
Hatton-Dikoya 8 4 12 48-93 13 10 23 110-28 26-18 3 250

18 13 31 42-03 6 5 11 15-92 3 615 4 129
Nuwara Eliya 18 12 30 44-86 3 5 .8 13-21 15-61 3 ICO

Southern.
Galle 61 53 114 35-08 47 39 86 25-89 23-81 14 123
Ambalangoda 6 8 14 43-97 1 3 4 12-48 . - t 2 143
Matara 18 26 44 31-39 16 16 32 22-40 23-77 7 159
Weligama 14 10 24 31-26 16 9 25 30-15 16-59 5 - 208
Hambantota 6 , 8 14 ■ 57-26 2 5 7 28-45 v 30-95 2 143
Tangalla 7 4 11 26-84 - 2 3 5 1211 21-61 2 182

Northern.
JafEna 70 67 137 38-29 63 40 103 29-82 29-52 35 255
Mannar 10 4 14 45-51 3 3 6 19-89 25-62 3 214
Mullaittivu — 3 3 21-97 2 1 3 22-89 31-69 — —
Vavuniya 1 — 1 12-03 — 1 1 14 07 36-41 2

Eastern.
Batticaloa 16 29 45 50-80 17 15 32 37-66 36-81 15 333
Kalmunai 5 8 13 60-57 4 5 9 42-25 — t 3 231
Trincomalee 16 15 31 38-75- 8 6 14 18-30 32-81 4 129

N rth-Westem.
Kurunegala 9 9 18 19-59 19 17 36 45-53 31-92 11 611
Puttalam 6 7 12 19-61 5 10 15 26*59 36-66 7 583
Kalpitiya 1 1 2 15-05 2 2 4 34-57 — t 1 500
Chi law 11 8 19 31-34 10 11 21 39-90 27-64 6 316

North-Central.
Anuradhapura 13 10 23 29-54 10 8 18 27-67 38-67 4 174

Uva.
Badulla 9 14 23 31-42. 13 6 19 26-48 35-52 4 174
Lunugala 2 2 45-75 3 1 4 103-12 - t 1 500

Sabaragamuwa.

Ratnapura 12 9 21 33-86 6 6 12 21-09 22-27 * 4 190
Kegalla 9 6 15 48-26 Li 2 5 18-01 26-92 1 67

. * Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the towns, 
t  Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of the towns, 
t Not available
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of September, 1926, in each .Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

Causes of Death.
> CSty of Colombo.

i 
Fo

rt
 a

nd
 G

aU
e

1 
Fa

ce
.

1

4  ■
$©04 St

. P
au

l’s
.

Sa
n 

Se
ba

st
ia

n.

K
ot

ah
en

a
N

or
th

,

K
ot

ah
en

a
So

ut
h.

M F Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F

. All Causes 312 237 549 4 — 8 20 12 3 2 18 11 19 21

I.— Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

,67
}

45 112 1 — — — 4 1 1 1 2 2 8 3

1. Prematurity 7 3 10
12. Debility 9 6 15 — — — — 1 — 1 — 1 — 1

3. Convulsions . .  i .. 2 1 3 — — — — 1 — — — — — — 1
4. Diarrhoea . .  .. j--- -4- — — — — __ — — __ — — — — —
la. Enteritis . .  . . !— — __ — __ __ — — __ — — — — —
5. Tetanus .— - — ---  - — — — __ — — — — — — — —
6. Bronchitis — — __ . — __ — __ — — __ — — — — .---
7. Pneumonia . .  I.. i--- _ __ ' __ __ __ __ — — __ — —  ̂ --- •--- —i
8. Other Causes . .

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Tear.

! 1*

j
;* t 3

■
1. Prematurity . . i — i 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
2. Debility ; 8 5 13 — — — __ — — — — — — — 1
3. Convulsions * 16 7 23 1 __ — __ 2 -- __ 1 — 2 —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . . 1 3 4 __ __ __ __ _- __ __ . . . 1 — — __
4a. Enteritis 6 5 11 1 —
5. Tetanus 1 __ 1 __ __ __ — __ — __ __ __ — — —
6. Bronchitis . . 2 2 4 __
7. Pneumonia .. 8 5 13 •__ __ __ __ — __ __ '__ __ 1 3 —
8. Other Causes . .  ■ 6J 5§ 11 — — — — — — — ’--- — — 1 --- ’

11— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 245 192 437 3 — 8 — 16 11 2 1 16 9 11 18

1. Plague . .  . . 1__ _ __ __ __ __ _ __ __ — __
2. Smallpox . . __ __ __ —
3. Chickenpox — — — — — —  ' i — — — — — — — —
4. Measles ___ __ __ • __ 1 — — — __ _ — •--- —
5. Influenza . .  ; . 13 8 2 1 : — __ __ . 6 — 1 __ __ 1 , 2 3
6. Pyrexia or Fever . .  :. . __ 3 3 __ __ ! __ __ __ __ __ — —
7. Enteric Fever 9 4 13 __ __ __ — __ __ __ 1 1 — __
8. Malaria .. 9 -  3 8 __ __ • __ __ _ __ __ — __
9. Malarial Cachexia 1 1 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ -_ __ __

10. Cholera . .  i .. . __ ’__ __
11. Diarrhoea . .  1.. 9 11 20 — _ ; . . . - 2 3 __ __ 2 ---  . — 2
1 la. Enteritis “ ' . .  i.. 10 6 16 __ ** __' 1 1 — _ __ — 1 1
12. Dysentery . .  .
13. Anchylostmiasis or Dochmius Duo-

5 10 15 — — — — — 1 — — — 1 1 1

denalis . .  . . 2 7 9
14. Cancer ~ . .  . 5 2 7 __ , __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 1
15. Phthisis . .  ‘ - !.. 30 15 45 __ • __ 1 __ 1 — — _ 3 1 1 2
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 6 : 1 6 __ __ __ ■ - — — __ __ __ __ __ 1
17. Anaemia j . . : 1 2 3 1
18. Diabetes Mellitus ’ . .  !.. 2 __ 2 __ __ 1 — — _ __ _;
19. Convulsions , .  i . . 5 6 11 __ __ __ - __ ---' ___ __ ' ' 1 __ 1
20. Tetanus . .  j.. 5 1 6 1 __ •
21. Bronchitis . .  :.. 8 8 16,
22. Pneumonia . .  l. .
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

32 15 ’ 47: 1 — — — 1 — --- 4 2 l
System

24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
3 2 6 — — — — — — 1 __ __ __ J_ -
9 8 17 — — __ __ — 1 ___ __ ' __ 1 - 1

25. ‘Puerperal .Eclampsia . .  . . — --- ---  ! —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . — 6 6
27. Miscarriage .;. :..
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth •--- 10 10 1
29. Starvation — — --- ’ . --- — — __ __ __
30. Accidents and Negligence 10 2 12; — __ __ __ __ __ _ _ 1
31. Homicide 1 — 1 ! — __ __ — __ __
32. Suicide — — —  : — __ __ __ __ _
33. Execution . . , 1 — 1 ! — __ __ __ __ __ __’ -
34. All Other Causes

• ‘ !
75|| - M f  . .136 i

i
i

1 ~ 1
1 .— 4 5 --- 1 4

*
4 4

T L/iitJ dfcjctoil nimi ouuuuHbiuii i±muuLiciue;.
t  One death each from Suffocation (Infanticide) and Atelectasis.

— T Turn flflnVt from  Rrmhilio n n /1  W 7 f\ n m c *  n n / 1  l  r . _____t —
I V1W v*vwtu vwwu xavua wuiiugwwvu \J.iJJ.aaat'iOXHOy {*11U ZXÎ lUCttftBlS.

-1 Two deaths each from Syphilis and Worms and 1 each from Influenza and Nephritis 
§ Two deaths from Rickets, and 1 each from Septicaemia, Pyaemia, and Congenital A1
II Here are included 12 deaths from Paralysis, 11 from Senility, 6 from Heart-disease, i 

®| Here are included 21 deaths from Senility, and 5 from Heart-disease.
in the bones of the skulL 
Debility.
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Table V.—-Causes of Deaths by SeX "registered during the Month of September, 1926; in esbbh Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

+.' ‘ rS

Causes o f Death.

USBcsN03
PQ

o
M
05
9 CQ

(8
d

3 ! 
W i
os 1
i  |

5 o a
CQ © »“) 

§ § &

*73
§IS • 1M

05>>
'a

GB■+3■*3cB
* d

*©
* .-s 
8 ^

(8 o
5 c5

8
'tJ '© o
«  x u ?c6 *3 *©

o
£

& a S S ; cS 'S
s 55 M £

j ' M F M F M
i

f ; M F M F M F M F M F

j i
All Causes { . •

j ■ ;
18 20 135 84 21 25! 9 7 16 12 24 19 10 4 8 n

1 j
I .—Infantile Mortality .

i i ;
9 6 14 15 6 4 3 2 4 4 9 3 4 1 l

A.—One Week and under. ■

1. Prematurity |.. 1 4 1 1
2. Debility . __ __ 1 2 1 . 2 2 x x
3. Convulsions . .
4. Diarrhoea , —
4a. Enteritis , . ’
5. Tetanus 1 — —
6. Bronchitis . .
7. Pneumonia : ; . — 1 

1 — — — — i
— — — — — —

8. Other Causes . — — 1 ' — — — 4 - — 1 — 1 — — —

B.—Over 1 Week and tinder J Year.
■ ■ i i

1. Prematurity . .  '
2. Debility . . .  . . —

11 1
1
2 4

—
2 — — — — — — —

3. Convulsions • . .
4. Diarrhoea ..  
4o. Enteritis ! ;..

3

2

4

1

1

2
2
1

i 1

. 2
—

i 3 — 1 1
i

5. Tetanus . .  . . i
— —

6. Bronchitis '..
7. Pneumonia

1
1

—  |
3 4^

i —
1 4 - — 1 1 — — — —

Other Causest j. 1 —  1 i 3 — — — — 1 2 1 1 — — —

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) . . 9 14 121 69 15 21 8 5 12 8 15 16 6 4 7
1. Plague
2 Smallpox , . .
3. Chickeripox , ; . . ' __ __ :
4. Measles ' • • • • __ ' ‘
5. Influenza . .  . .
6. Pyrexia or Fever

1 2 — — 1 1
3

1 — — 1 — — — — 1 —
7. EnterioFever . . __ g 3
3. Malaria 4 1 1 2
9. Malarial Cachexia ’ — — — •—

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea . .
1 la. Enteritis . . . .
12. Dysentery . .  *
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

—

2

2

5
3
4

3

4
1 — 2 1 1 — —

—  .
1 2 —

i
i

denalis
14. Cancer '
15. Phthisis :
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 3

1
1
1

2
4

17
g

5

7 2 i
1

1

1
— —

3
— — — —

17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus — —

J
1 — — — — — — l _ I — — — 1—

19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis

1

I
— 4

4
1
g

1 1

2

1 — — 1 —
— — 1 1 i

22. Pneumonia
23. Other .Diseases of the Respirator

I — 16 8 2 i — — — —
2
3

2
3 : 2 — 1 l

System __ 1
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 3 5 ~

i
— — — l

26. Puerperal Eclampsia . . 2 1 — — 2 —
26. Puerperal Septicaemia.. 1 1 — — — — —
27. Miscarriage 1 — 2 — — — —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth 6 129. Starvation _ — — — — — —
30. Accidents and Negligence __ 4 2 — — — — — — — —
31. Homicide __ i — 2 — — — 1 — —
32. Suicide . — ■ — •<--- 4— . — - --- — — —
33. Executions ’ ... . — ■

: l
— ---L - — —i ' ' --- — . --- —

34. All Other Causes- . . 2 4
l . 34

18
5

8 3 6 3 9 4 % 1- 2 5
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Table V.__Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of September, 1926, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued. .

Causes o f Death.

All Causes

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

I—Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. D ebility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity
2. D ebility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria
9. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 
11a. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tubereulous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .
26. Puerperal Septicaem ia..
27. Miscarriage
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

W
el

la
w

at
ta

So
ut

h. 5
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