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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1925.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals w ith  th e  V ita l S tatistics of th e  33 p rincipal tow ns in  th e  Island proclaim ed under seotions 3 1 -3 6

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895 . „Marriages.
2. The m arriages of residents in  proclaimed towns num bered 355 (310  General, 6 K andyan , and 39 M uslim), the  

number in  the preceding m onth  w as also 355, against 295  in  the corresponding m onth of la st year. In  Colombo th e  number 
of marriages was 1 14  (92 G eneral and 22 Muslim), as against 132  in  the preceding month and  120 in  the  corresponding 
month of last year. Births.

3. The b irths registered num bered 1,558 (800 males and 758  fem ales), and were equivalent to  an  annual ra te  of 
29 • 45 per 1,000 of the population, as against 31 • 68 in  the previous m onth, 28 • 40 in  the corresponding m onth of la s t year, 
and 26' 77 the average fo r th e  corresponding months since 1915 . The ra te  ranged from 1 1 - 8 1  in  V a vu n iya  to  56 -73  in 
Mannar. There w ere 1,453 b irth s of children whqse m others w ere residents of the tow ns, equivalent to  an  annual 
rate of 27-47,  as against 29 -4 3  in  the preceding month;

4. In  the c ity  of Colombo the b irths registered num bered 645  (286 males and 2 5 9  fem ales), and w ere equal 
to an aimual ra te  of 25  • 06, as against 2 5  • 38 in  the preceding m onth , 24 • 29 in  the corresponding m onth  of la s t yea r, and 
22 • 25 the average fo r the corresponding m onths since 1915 . The ra te , exclusive of the F ort and  the P etta h  W ards, ranged 
from 8 • 98 in K o llu p itiya  to  26  • 55  in  S lave  Island. There were 4 8 0  b irths o f children whose m others w ere residents of the 
city, equivalent to  an  annual ra te  of 22  • 07, as against 23 08 in  th e  preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The to ta l deaths registered during the m onth num bered 1,641 (864 males and 777 fem ales), and w ere equal 

to  an annual ra te  of 3 1 - 02 ,  a s  against 35-07  in the preceding m onth. There were 1 ,268  deaths of residents in  the 
towns, equivalent to  an annual standardized rate of 25-92 ,  as  against 2 9 - 3 4  in the preceding m onth, 28 - 1 9  in  the 
corresponding m onth of la s t  year, and 2 7-7 7  the average for th e  corresponding months since 1915 . The standardized  
rate ranged from  69 - 80 in  H atton -D ikoya to  12 • 57 in  Panadure.

‘ 6. In the c ity  of Colombo the deaths registered num bered 650 (354 males and 296 females), an d  were equal to  an  
annual ra te  of 29 -89 ,  as aga inst 33*38 in  the preceding month. There were 533 deaths of residents o f th e  c ity , which 
corresponded to  an  annual standardized ra te  of 28-22,  as against 3 1 - 2 9  in  th e  preceding m onth, 28-99  in  th e  correspond­
ing m onth of la st year, and 27 - 72  the  average for the corresponding m onths since 1915. The death -rate  o f residents, . 
exclusive of the F o rt and th e  P ettah  W ard s, ranged from  28 • 38 in  New B azaar to  13 • 33 in  M aradana South.

7. The stillb irths registered  during the month num bered 69 (30 males and 39 females), as against 109  in  the
preceding month. Infant Mortality.

8. The deaths of children under one year am ounted to  322, and corresponded, to  a  ra te  of 19 0  per 1 ,000  births  
registered during th e  tw elve  m onths ended August, 1925. R eckoned on the births registered during th e  m onth  on ly  the 
rate was 207, as against 227 in  the preceding month, 247  in  the corresponding month of la s t year, an d  243 th e  average 
for the corresponding m onths since 1915 . There were 296 deaths o f children under one yea r whose m others w ere residents 
of the  towns, which corresponded to  a ra te  of 204, as against 225  in  the preceding month.

9. In the c ity  of Colombo the deaths of children under one yea r num bered 121 and corresponded to  a  ra te  o f 189  
per 1,000 births registered during the tw elve  months ended A ugust, 1925. Reckoned on the b irth s  registered during  
the month only the ra te  w as 222, as against 303 in  the preceding m onth, 267 in  the corresponding m o n th  of la s t yea r, and  
264 the average fo r the corresponding months since 1915 . There were 110  deaths of children u n d er one y e a r  whose 
mothers were residents of th e  c ity , w hich corresponded to  a ra te  of 229, as against 313 in  th e  preceding m onth;

Causes of Death.
10. The highest m o rta lity  was from  Pneumonia, to  which 15  per cent, of the to ta l deaths w ere due. Convulsions 

caused 7 per c en t.; Phthisis and Debility (of- children under one year), each 6 per cent. ; Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Bright’s 
Disease and Nephritis, and Anchylostomiasis, each 4  per c e n t,; Enteritis an d  Influenza, each  3 p e r  c e n t.; Prematurity, 
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, and Enteric Fever, each 2  per c en t.; Bronchitis an d  Puerperal Septicaemia, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, th e  highest m ortality  was from  Pneumonia, which caused 12 p er cent, o f th e  to ta l d eaths; 
Phthisis, caused 9 per cent. ; Convulsions, 8 per c e n t.; Influenza, 5 per cent. ; Bright’s Disease an d  Nephritis, Debility 
(of children under o re  yea r), and  Dysentery, each 4  per c en t.; Diarrhoea, Enteric Fever, and Enteritis, each 3 per cen t.; 
Prematurity, Anchylostomiasis, Bronchitis, and Cancer, each 2 p er cent.

12. Six  deaths from  Plague (a ll males) were registered in  Colombo, as against 8  in  th e  preceding m onth  and  
7 in the corresponding m onth of la s t year,

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease m ost p reva len t during the m o n th  was Phthisis, of 
which 105 cases w ere reported  (89 in  Colombo, 8 in  Gal le) ;  Ghiclcenpox fo llow ed w ith  72 cases (50 in  Colombo, 5 in  
K a lu ta ra ); Measles 53 (34 in  Colombo, 12  in  M oratu w a); Enteric Fever 52  ( '2  in  Colombo, 8 in  M oratu w a); Continued 
Fever 25 (21 in  C olom bo); Plague 10 (in Colom bo); Mumps 6 (3 in  K a n d y ) ; Dysentery 5 (3 in  P a n a d u re ); and Diarrhoea 2 
(in Batticaloa). Meteorology.

' 14. Rainfall.— N aw alapitiya recorded the highest ra in fa ll ( 3 1- 38  in .). In  the other towns th e  ra in fa ll ranged from  
27 • 06 in. in  H atton -D ikoya to  0  • 02 in. in  K a lp itiya . Colombo recorded 4 • 80 in-

15. M ean  T em p era tu re .— The m ean tem perature varied  from  85-5 °  in  Trincomalee to  6 0 - 3 °  in  N uw ara Eliya, 
aud was 81 • 0° in  Colombo.

16. F or detailed statistics see Tables I., II ., and III. fo r a l l  tow ns, an d  IV . and V . fo r the c ity  o f Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, A. W . S e y m o u r ,
Colombo, Septem ber 28, 1925. R egistrar-G eneral.
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Table II.—Births; Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for August, 1925.

Provinces and Towns.

Births.* Birth-rate. Deaths. Death-rate
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

M
ale

s.

| F
em

ale
s.

I P
er

so
ns

.
!

August,
1925.

M
ale

s.

Fe
m

ale
s.

Pe
rso

ns
.

August,
1926.

Average
for

August,
1915-1924.

Deaths of 
Children 

under 
1 Year.t

Rate per 
1,000 
Births 

registered 
in August,

1926.

All 33 Towns, 739 714 1,453 27-47 638 630 1,268 25-92 27-77 296 204

Western.
-

-
m

-

Colombo 945 235 480 22-07 282 251 533 28-22 27-72 110 229
Negombo 40 40 80 33-03 19 43 62 26-21 27-24 14 175
Moratuwa 41 47 88 23-74 32 56 88 24-18 35 36 26 295
Kalutara 94 16 40 33-99 7 13 20 16-91 23-85 £ 100
Panadure 10 11 21 22-55 7 4 11 12-57 23-49 —

Central.

Kandy 42 38 80 27-90 35 22 . 57 21-77 29-71 15 189
Gampola 8 5 13 23-48 5 5 10 18-67 28 73 3 23)
Nawalapitiya 7 — 7 22-68 9 3 12 42-21 30-45 5 714
Hatton-Dikoya 4 4 8 31-66 5 10 15 69-80 31-02 2 260-
Matale 9 10 19 27-80 6 10 16 24-99 33 04 '3 158
Nuwara Eliya 16 11 27 39-66 7 4 11 17-84 11-37 2 . 14

Southern
%

Galle .. 59 52 111 3313 40 30 70 20-44 23 27 9 .8 1
Ambalamgoda 5 2- 7 21-87 1 4 5 15-53 - t ■ 2 286-
Matara 21 26 47 32-55 12 11 23 15-63 24-58 5 106
Weligama 7 . 14 21 26-60 5 6 11 12-90 16-58 2 95-
Hambantota 7 7 14 55-86 3 4 7 27-76 . 68-60 3 214,
Tangalla 10 6 16 37-91 1 6 7 16-46 20-43 — —

Northern.

Jaffna 72 75 147 39-95
»

51 49 100 28-15 23-73 36 245
Mannar 10 8 18 56-73 5 7 12 38-57 29-93 2 111
Mnllaittivu S 1 6 43-01 3 2 5 37-35 35-39 1 167
Vavuniya 1 — 1 11-81 1 1 2 27-64 23-52 — —

Eastern.

Batticaloa 19 21 40 43-87 10 23 33 37-73 39-13 16 400
Kalmunai 2 2 4 18-07 2 3 5 22-76 —t _ .. . -
Trincomalee 12 9 21 25-56 30 13 43 54-75 30-26 7 333

North-Western.

Kurunegala ft 8 17 18-22 4 8 12 14-95 27-29 2 118
Puttalam 12 9 21 33-70 11 12 23 40-03 38-07 10 • 476
Kalpitiya 1 3 4 29-16 3 — 3 25-12 —tChilaw ft 12 21 34-26 9 3 12 22-55 26,-41 5 238

North-Central.

Aauradhapura 5 9 14 18-06 15 12 27 41-69 46-14 4 286

Vva. •

Badulla 18 19 37 49-78. 7 8 15 20-58 29-26 3 81Lunugala — — — — 1 1 2 50-01 —t

Sabaragamuwa. - I

Ratnapura 8 8 16 25-31 7 5 12 20-70 21-81 3 188
1 6 7 22-11 3 1 4 14-14 20-41 2 - 286

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the town.
| Deaths of children under 1 year whose mothers were residents of the town. 
I Not available s '-.
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Table V.—Causes of Death by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1925, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.

i
City of Colombo. 0

m 1 C6 2L
Causes of Death.

Fo
rt

 a
nd

 
Fa

ce
i

■ 4

1

l
St

. 
Pa

ul
’

&

3GQ

a

1
o
w

N
or

th
.

1 So
ut

h.

M F Total. M F M F M F M F M F M F

-All Causes . .  . 354 296 650 — — — — 22 31 n 6 17 20 18 24

1.—Infantile Mortality -• 79 42 121 — — — — 11 9 4 1 4 2 4 6

A.—One Week and under.
12 151. Prematurity 3 — — —- — 1 1 — 1

2. Debility 7 3 10
1 13. Convulsions 3 l 4 — — —

4. Diarrhoea
4 a . Enteritis

i6. Tetanus 1 — — — — — 1
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia — — — — ■— .--- — ““ ““ —
8. Other Causes — — ~ “

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
i1. Prematurity *--- 1

2.
3.

Debility
Convulsions

»
<M 5

10
13
34 — — — —

1
6 5

1
1 1 —

1
1 1

4. Diarrhoea
64a. Enteritis 4 2

5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis — 1 1

17. Pneumonia 8 7 . .  15 — — — —
i

1 — 2
2

2
8. Other Causes 11* 10} 21 — 2 i 3

I I .- General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 275 254 529 — — — — i i 22 7 5 13 18 14 18

1. Plague 6 — 6 — — — — i — 1 — — —- — —
2. Smallpox

13. Chickenpox — 1
4. Measles — — — — 1—*■ — ■— _ — — .. —
6. Influenza 15 13 28 — — — — i 7 2 1 5 2
6. Pyrexia or Fever

9
1 1

7. Enteric Fever 11 20 — — — — — — '---- 1 — 2 2
8. Malaria .1 2 3 — — — — — —- — —
9. Malarial Cachexia .--- 1 i

to. Cholera — — —-■ — — — — — — — — —
11. Diarrhoea 12 8 20 — T- — — i 1 -- - 1 2 1 i 2
Ua. Enteritis 6 6 12 1
12. Dysentery 13 10 23 — — —* — 2 2 1 — --  . —
13. Anehylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo

5 10 15denalis
14. Cancer . ; 3 7 10

5
1 — 1

15. Phthisis 36 23 59 — — — — 2 2 2 — 2 — —
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 1 4 5
17. Ansemia — —
18. Diabetes Mellitus 2 2 4 — — — — — --- 1 — — —
19. Convulsions 7 8 15 — — .— ■— 1 1 — 1 1 — 1
20. Tetanus 2 1 3
21. Bronohitis 7 4 11 — — — — •-- — ---- — — — — —
22. Pneumonia 39 21 60 — — — — — 3 — — — 2 2
23. Other Diseases of the Respirator;

12
26

1 1
124.

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis

7
13

5
13 — — — — 2 — 1 1 ■ —.

25. Puerperal Eolampsia .. — 2
6

2
26. Puerperal Septicaemia.. — 6
27. Miscarriage — — — —- — — — — — — — —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth — 4 4
29. Starvation i — 1 —
30. -Aocidents and Negligence 5 3 8
31. Homicide 1 ■— 1 — — — — — — — — — .--- — —

32. Suicide i33. Exeoution 1 — — — — — — —- — _ — _
34. All Other Causes 1. 82} 89§ 171 — ' — 2 2 1 1 2 8 5 7

' * Two deaths each from Influenza and Thrush and 1 each from Icterus Neonatorum, Kickets, Psoriasis, Gastritis, Meningitis, 
Syphilis, and Improper Feeding.

t  Three deaths from Influenza, 2 each from Syphilis and Pickets, and 1 each from Psoriasis, Dyspepsia, and Improper

„  | Here are included 19 deaths from Senility, 9 from Debility, 8 from Heart Disease, and 5 each from Meningitis, Cerebral
Haemorrhage, Paralysis, and Gangrene.

§ Here are included 27 deaths from Senility, 7 each from Paralysis and Debility, 6 from Cerebral Haemorrhage, and 5 each 
bom Heart, Disease and Worms.
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Table V.—Causes of Death by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1925, in each W ard and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards.

Causes of Death.

N
ew
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r.

M
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K
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W
el
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N
or

th
.

M F M F H F M F M F M F M F M

All Cannes 30 29 141 92 24 17 l l „8
•

l i n 24 17 18 21 14 IS

I.—Infantile Mortality 7 5 20 7 9 3 2 1 2 5 8 1 1 1 3

A.—One Week and under. *

1. Prematurity * 1 9 1
2. Debility _ 2 1 1 1 _ _ 1 2 _ _ __
3. Convulsions 1 1 __ .
4. Diarrhoea _ _
i-tt. Enteritis . .. . . _; _ _ _ _
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis _ _
7. Pneumonia *
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

i .  Prematurity i2. Debility - _ •1 1 1 . 1 1 1 2 13. Convulsions . . 5 1 - 6 1 1 2 1 _
4. Diarrhoea _ -_
4u. Enteritis _ — 2 1 i _ __ .. _ 1
5. Tetanus _ —
6. Bronchitis . . _, — _ * ___ 1
7. Pneumonia -.. _ 1 i 1 1 1 1 1
8. Other Causes 1 1 5 2 — — — — l 1 — 1 —

D.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) . . 23 24 121 85 15 14 9 7 9 6 18 16 17 .20 11 12
1. Plague 1 _ 1 _ _ _ 22. Smallpox
3. Chiokenpox
4. Measles . .  . .
S. Influenza ' . . 2 1
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever • __ _ 3 2 1 1 1 . _ 1 i 1 38. Malaria — 1 1
9. Malarial Cachexia _ .. _ _ _ ___ 1

10. Cholera _ _ . _
11. Diarrhoea 1 _ 6 2 _ _ - _ _ 1 ’
1 la. Enteritis _ 1 3 2 _ 1 _ i 1 ...
12. Dysentery — _ 7 5 1 1 1 _ 2 113. Anchylostomiasis or Dochraius Duo-

denalis 4 914. Cancer . .  ' . . —_ _ 2 3 ___ _ 1 215. Phthisis 1 2 18 7 2 _ 1 1 1 1 5 4 216. Other Tuberculous Diseases _ 1 1 3 _ _
17. Anaemia . _ — _
13. Diabetes Mellitus - _, 2 _ _ _ _ x
19. Convulsions 3 2 _ 1 _, 1 _ 1 _
20. Tetanus . .  . , 1 1 1
21. Bronchitis . 7 3 1
22. Pneumonia 2 5 20 6 2 _ 3 2 _ 2 1 4 1 223. Other Diseases of the ttespiratory

System _. — — 4 1 __ _ _ _ _ 2 _ . 1 X24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 4 1 5 6 _‘ _ 1 2 225. Puerperal Eelampsia . .
26. Puerperal Septicaemia . . _ 1 — 2 1 127. Miscarriage _ _ _ ___
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth. —— _ _ 2 . _ 129. Starvation _ 1
30, Accidents and Negligence _ _ 5 2 1
31, Homicide . * . . _ _ 1 . - .
32. Suicide —- — _
33. Execution . .  . .
34. AH Other Causes 5 7 36 25 5 10 4 5 3 10 9 6 5 2 6
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Table V.—Causes of Death by Sex registered, during the Month of August, 1925, in each W ard and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.
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All Causes . 13 8 1 l 12 13 182 171 74 61 56 44 12 3 17 3

I.—Infantile Mortality 6 1 -r— — 1 2 35 20 23 9 13 10 6 1 1 —

'  A.—One Week and under.

I. Prematurity 1 _ — —
' 1

— 4 1 8 2 :-- — — — — —
2. Debility 1 — — — — 2 2 2 — 2 1 — — — —-
3. Convulsions — — — — — — i — 1 — 1 --- — 1 —
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — — — — — .-- :-- — — — —
4a. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis . , — — — —
7. Pneumonia — — — — — — ■— — — — — — — — —
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and und er 1 Year.
-

1. Prematurity — _ — .— — — — — 1 _ — — — — — —
2. Debility . .  . . . 1 — — — —* — 5 4 2 1 — — I j — — *—*
3. Convulsions 2 — — , -- — — 9 i 5 2 8 7 2 — — —
4. Diarrhoea . .  . . — — — — — — --- — — — — — — — — —
4a. Enteritis — -- - — —. — 1 4 i — —- -- . --- — --f — —
5. Tetanus — — ---' — — — — — — — — *-- — — —
6. Bronchitis * — — — — — — — i — —: — — — —
7. Pneumonia 1 1 — — — 1 5 4 1 1 — 1 2 — — —
8. Other Causes • -- — — — 5 6 2 3 2 1 1 i

TI.—-General Mortality (1 Year and Over) . . . 7 7 1 l 11 11 147 151 51 52 43 34 6 2 16 3

1. Plague — — — — — — '2 — 1 — 2’ — — — 1 —
2. Smallpox — — — ““4* — — — — —. — —
3. Cliickenpox — — — — -̂- — 1 —— — — "-- __ — —"
4. Measles — — — — — — — — --- •-- — --- — —
5. Influenza — — — — I — 7 4 2 7 4 2 — —* 1 —
t. Pyrexia or Fever — — — -7- — — 1 — — '-- — —

2
—

7- Enteric Fever — 1 ---. • -- — — 6 9 — 1 1 1 — — —<*
8. Malaria --  * — — — — — — — — 1 1 1 — — —
9* Malarial Cachexia . . — — — — .-- — — 1 — — — — — --. — —

10. Cholera _ _ —
U. Diarrhoea _ _ — — — — 6 6 3 1 2 1 — — 1 —*•
Ha. Enteritis 1 _ —- — 1 2 3 4 2 — — — *— — ---
12. Dysentery
13. Anohylostomiasis or Doohmius Duo-

— — -L-. -- - I 9 5 1 3 2 2 — ~ --"

denalis ' . .  . . — 1 —r- — — *—■ 5 8 — 2 — — — — --- —
14. Cancer _ _ — - 1 — — 3 4 — i — 1 — — —- —
16. Phthisis _ 1 — — 1 1 17 15 11 3 4 3 ---- — 3 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases . • — — — — 1 — — 2 — 2 — — — — —
17. Anaemia . .  . . __ — — — —• — — — — —- —' —*
18. Diabetes Mellitus --? — — — — — 1 1 — --s 1 1 — — —
42- Convulsions i 1 — — — 1 3 4 — 1 3 2 1 -- . — —

Tetanus — — — — — — 1 *-- — 1 1 — — — — —
21. Bronchitis . — — — — — --- 5 4 1 — — — — — 1 —

Pneumonia
^3. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

l I — 2 1 21 14 10 1 4 4 1 1 1 —

System ‘ . .  . . .  
*4. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis

i — — —

I
1 3 4 2 -- . 2 --- — — —

— — — — — 6 9 2 4 2 — 1 — 1 —
25. Puerperal Eclampsia . .  
»• Puerperal Septicaemia . .

— — — — — — — — — — — 2 — -- - —r —
— — — — — — 2 — 2 — 2 — — — —

*“*. Miscarriage — — — — — — — — — — ■— — --- — —
‘?§* Other undefined Acoidents of Childbirth — --- --  . — --- . 1 — i — 1 — — — ' -- — 1
29- Starvation — — — — — 1 — — — — — -- . — —

Acoidents and Negligence 
«!• Homicide

— — — — '-- 2
1

2 2 — — i ~
|2. Suicide -L-

' Execution . . — — — — — — 1 — — — . —- ‘ .— — — — —

* All Other Causes . .  . ■ • 3 2 1 4 5 44 53 12 17 14 12 3 1 4 l
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