
S U P P L E M E N T
TO TUB

d f r e jr t a x  ( i iT iT e r m ir c i t t  ® a | t i t z

PART I.

No. 7,500 — FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1925.

VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1925.
REPORT OP THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

This report deals w ith  the V ita l Statistics of the 33  principal tow ns in  the Island proclaim ed under sections 3 1 -3 6  
of the Ordinance No. 1 o f 1895. Marriages.

2. The m arriages of residents in  proclaimed towns num bered 336 (310 General, 4  K an d yan , and 22  Muslim), as  
against 355 in the preceding m onth an d  346 in the corresponding m onth of la st year. In  Colombo the num ber o f m arriages 
was 119 (104 General and  1 5  M uslim), as against 114  in the preceding m onth and 12 3  in  the corresponding m onth of 
last year.J Births.

3. The b irths registered num bered 1,518 (729 males an d  789 fem ales), and were equiva lent to  an  annual ra te  of 
29 • 59 per 1,000 of the population, as against 29 • 45  in  the previous m onth, 28 • 79 in  th e  corresponding m onth of la st year, 
and 28' 23 the average fo r th e  corresponding months since 19 15 . The ra te  ranged from  12*20 in  V a vu n iya  to  6 7 -7 3  in . 
Hambantota. There w ere 1,396  b irths of children whose m others were residents of th e  towns, equivalent to  an  annual 
rate of 27-21, as against 2 7 -4 7  in  th e  preceding m onth.

4. In the c ity  o f Colombo th e  births registered num bered 5 34  (266 males and 268 fem ales), and  w ere equal 
to  an annual ra te  of 2 5 -3 7 , as against 25 - 06 in the preceding m onth, 2 7 -3 2  in  the corresponding m onth of la s t year, and  
25-78  the average fo r th e  corresponding months since 1915 . The ra te , exclusive of the F o rt and th e  P ettah  W ard s, ranged 
from 10-75  in  K o llu p itiya  to  22 • 32 in  S t. Paul’s. There were 4 75  b irths of children whose m others were residents of the  
city, equivalent to  an  annual ra te  of 2 2 -57 , as against 22 07 in  th e  preceding month.

Deaths.
5. The to ta l deaths registered during the m onth num bered 1,475  (817 males and 658 fem ales), an d  w ere equal 

to an annual ra te  of 2 8 -7 5 , as  against 3 1-02  in  the preceding m onth. There were 1 ,14 7  deaths o f residents in the  
towns, equivalent to an annual standardized ra te  of 2 4 -1 8 , as against 25 -92  in th e  preceding m onth, 2 5 -2 4  in  the  
corresponding m onth of la s t  year, and 27-29  the average fo r the corresponding m onths since 19 15 . The standardized  
rate ranged from  5 2 -8 9  in  H atton-D ikoya to  9 -8 2  in  M atara.

6. In the c ity  of Colombo the deaths registered num bered 606 (342 males and 264 fem ales), and were equal to  an  
annual rate of 2 8 -8 0 , as  against 2 9 -8 9  in  the preceding m onth. There were 501 deaths of residents of th e  c ity , which 
corresponded to  an  annual standardized rate of 2 7 '4 1 ,  as aga inst 2 8 -2 2  in  the preceding m onth, 2 4 -5 2  in  th e  correspond, 
ing month of la st year, and  2 6 -2 5  th e  average for the corresponding m onths since 1915 . The death -ra te  o f residents - 
exclusive of the F o rt and  th e  P ettah  W ards, ranged from  31- 8 1  in  New B azaar to  10- 75  in  K o llu p itiya .

7. The stillb irths registered during the m onth num bered 121 (62 males and 59 fem ales), as against 69  in  the  
preceding month.

8 Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one yea r am ounted to  319 , an d  corresponded to  a  ra te  of 19 4  p er 1,000  b irths  

registered during the tw elve  m onths ended Septem ber, 1925. R eckoned on the births registered during the m onth  only the 
rate was 210, as against 207  in  the preceding month, 2 1 8  in th e  corresponding month of la s t yea r, and  222  th e  average  
for the corresponding m onths since 1915 . There w ere 299 deaths of children under one y e a r  whose m others w ere  residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to  a ra te  of 2 14 , as against 204  in th e  preceding month.

9. In the c ity  of Colombo th e  deaths of children under one y ea r numbered 114, and  corresponded to  a  ra te  of 184  
per. 1,000 births registered during th e  tw elve months ended Septem ber, 1925. Reckoned on th e  b irth s registered during 
the month only the  ra te  w as 2 13 , as against 222 in  the preceding m onth, 206 in the corresponding m onth  of la s t year, and  
220 the average fo r the corresponding months since 1915. There w ere 107 deaths of children under one y e a r  whose 
mothers were residents o f th e  c ity , which corresponded to a  ra te  of 225 , as against 229 in  the preceding m onth.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest m o rta lity  was from  P n e u m o n i a ,  to  w hich 13 per cent, of the to ta l deaths w ere due. C o n v u l s i o n s

caused 9 per c e n t.; P h t h i s i s ,  8 per c e n t ; D e b i l i t y  (of children under one year), 6 per c e n t.; D y s e n t e r y ,  D ia r r h o e a ,  4 - m h y -  
l o s t o m ia s i s ,  and E n t e r i t i s ,  each 4 per c en t.; B r i g h t ' s  D i s e a s e  and N e p h r i t i s ,  M a la r i a  and M a la r i a l  C a c h e x ia ,  E n t e r i c  F e v e r ,  
P r e m a t u r i t y ,  and B r o n c h i t i s ,  each 2 per cen t.; I n f l u e n z a ,  T e t a n u s ,  C a n c e r ,  an d  P u e r p e r a l  S e p t i c a e m i a ,  each 1 per cent..

. In Colombo, too , the highest m ortality  was from  P n e u m o n i a ,  which caused 1 1  per cent, o f th e  to ta l d eaths; 
P h t h i s i s  caused 10 per cent. ; C o n v u l s i o n s ,  8 per c e n t . ; E n t e r i t i s ,  5 p er cent. ; D e b i l i t y  (of children under one yea r), 4 per 
r o n t D y s e n t e r y ,  D ia r r h o e a ,  B r o n c h i t i s ,  and E n t e r i c  F e v e r ,  each 3 p er cen t.; I n f l u e n z a ,  A n c h y l o s t o m i a s i s ,  C a n c e r ,  and  
B r i g h t ' s  D is e a s e  and N e p h r i t i s , each 2 p er cent. ;• P r e m a t u r i t y ,  1 per cent.
• 12. F ive  deaths from  P l a g u e  (4 males and  1 fem ale) w ere registered  in  Colombo, as ag a in st 6  in  th e  preceding
month, and 3 in  the  corresponding m onth  of last year.

, . 13. I n f e c t i o u s  D i s e a s e s  r e p o r t e d .— The infectious disease m ost prevalent during th e  m on th  w as P h t h i s i s ,  of
which 153 cases were reported  (115  in  Colombo, 22 in  G a lle ) ; C h i c k e n p o x  followed w ith  91 cases (67 in  Colombo)- 
a n t e n c  F e v e r  66 (32 in  Colombo, 11  in  Galle, 9 in R atnapura) ; M e a s l e s  57 (36 in  Colombo, 9  in  K e g a lla ) ; C o n t i n u e d  
n f T i S  P I , in C olom bo); M u m p s  12 (6 in K a n d y ) : P l a g u e  3 (in C olom bo); D y s e n t e r y  3 (2 in  M o ra tu w a); W h o o p in g  

u g h  2 (in Colombo); D ia r r h o e a  1 (in Colombo) ; a n d  D i p h t h e r i a  1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
15 • l a • U ‘- ' N aw alap itiya recorded the highest ra in fa ll (18 • 97 in .). In the o th er tow ns th e  ra in fall ranged from
o m m  in K urunegala to  0 - 1 8  in. in  Jaffna. There was no ra in  in  K alm unai. Colombo recorded 12  • 21 in-

and oi M e a n  T e m p e r a t u r e .— The m ean tem perature varied  from  85 - 4 °  in  Trincom alee to  6 0 - 2 °  in  N uw ara Eliya, 
Kl was oi * l  in  Colombo.

16. For detailed statistics see Tables I., II ., and III. fo r a ll tow ns, and  IV. and V . fo r th e  c ity  o f Colombo.
Registrar-General’s Office, 

Colombo, O ctober 27, 1925.1

\ -

A. W . S eymour,
Registrar-General.
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Table II.—Births, Deaths, and Infant M ortality of Residents with their

Births.* Birth-rat0. • Deaths.
i _

Provinces and Towns.
September,

op<D ao
B

1925. to
1
£ ,eS

'egs J 15a1 r®ft j>.ft H r®ft ft

AU 33 Towns 665 731 1,396 27-21 612 535 1,147

W estern .
*

Colombo 230 245 475 22-57 277 - 224 501Negombo 35 29 64 ' 27-31 22 19 41Moratuwa 35 45 80 22-30 32 39 71Kalutara 12 17 29 ' 25-46 10 8 18Panadure 4 9 13 13-80 8 7 15

C en tra l.

Kandy 51 54 105 37-84 27 27 54Gampola 8 7 15 28-00 7 3 10Nawalapitiya 3 6 9 30-13 3 3Hatton-Dikoya 3 5 8 32-71 6 5 11Matale , 9 19 28 38 16 10 7 17Nuwara Eliya 8 11 19 28-84 6 6 12

S o u th e r n -

Gaile .. 45 38 83 25-60 40 41 81Ambalangoda 2 6 8 25-83 2 4 6Matara 22 20 42 30-05 7 7 14Weligama 11 14 25 32-72 4 10 14Bambantota 6 8 14 57-73 5 2 7Tangalla 6 11 17 41-62 3 5 8

N orth ern .

Jaffna 64 82 146 41-00 51 44 95Mannar
Mullaittivu

6
4-

3
2

9
6

29*31 6
1

4
2

10
3

Vavuniya 1 1 12-20 3 3

E astern .

K&ttic&ioa
Kalmunai

21 1 
4

19
5

40
9

45-33
42‘0l

21
1

.14
2

36
3

Trincomalee 9 14 23 28-93 10 9 19

N orth -W estern .

Kurunegaia . 8 11 19 2104 10 6 16Puttalam 12 6 18 29-84 ' 7 7 14Kalpitiya
Chilaw 1 3 4 30-13 3 3

11 5 16 . 26-97 9 4 13

o r th -C en tra l.

Anuradhapura 6 9 15 19-99 10. 7 17

U va.

Badulla
Lunugala 12 12

1
24
1

33-36 
22 92

12
1

9 21
1

S a b a ra ga m m oa .

Katnapura
Kegalla ;; . 8 

9
10
4

18
13

29-43
42-42

4 4
3

8
3

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the town.
I No*lvm” ibleildren Under 1 y6ar Wh°Se mothers were residents of the town.

Corresponding Rates for September, 1925,

Death-rate 0
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

Septembe
Average Deaths oi

Kate per 
1,000r, for Children1925. Septembei’> under registered 

during Sept..,1915-1924• 1 Year.f
1925.

24-18 27--29 299 214

27-41 26-25 107 22517-91 28-26 11 17220-16 36-95 21 26315 72 27-20 1 3416-94 23 -51 3 231

21-31 27-93 12 11419-29 26-30 2 J3310-90 26-18
52-89 23-62 4 50024-74 . 37-29 3 10720-11 14-71 4 211

24-44 23-25 17 20519-26 — t 1 1259-82 23-76 5 !1916-96 16-92 5 20028-69 31 05 6 42919-44 22-55 4 235

27-64 29-49 41 28133-21 25-99 .8 33323-15 32-75 1 16742-84 35-63 1

41-35 38-48 14 3501411 —t __
25-00 34-73. . 4 174

20-59 32-21 2 10525-17 36-17 6 27825-95 — t 1 25025-24 26-40 7 438

27-13 40-20 4 - 267

29-78
25-84

34-72
—t

8 333

14-26 24-60 2 11110-96' 29-22
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of September, 1925, in each W ard  and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Causes.of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A .— O n e W eek  a n d  u n d e r .
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and  under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox .. '
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles 
6. Influenza
6. Pyrexia or Fever
7. Enteric Fever
8. Malaria 
8. Malarial Cachexia

10. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea 
l la. Enteritis
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. ' Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Convulsions
20. Tetanus
21. Bronchitis
22. Pneumonia
23. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System
24. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
25. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
26. Puerperal Septicaemia..
27. Miscarriage . ..
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirth
29. Starvation ..
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

City of Colombo.

342

76

10
11
3

11
2
9

12f

266

'4

1

7
1
8
3 
1

9
12
10

4 
8

31
1
2 
2

10
3

12
30

6
5

264

38

1
2
3

5
11
2
2

7
15}

223

1

2
3
8-
3 
1

5
4 

10

11
5 

31
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3
18

3
7 
2 
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8 
3

85||

Wards.

One death each from Syphilis and Maldevelopment.
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Total. M P M 7 M F M r M F M y
606 l 1 6 — 20 27 5 15 24 12 16 23

114 — — — — 5 5 1 5 5 5 5 3

6 1
8 •--- — — — — — — — 2 — — —
6 — — — — 1 — — — — — —

— —
— — — — — — — — — — — — —

1 — — — — — — — — 1 — -- —
— — — — — — — — — — — — —
— - - — — — — — — — ■-- — —

2 — — — — — - 1 — --- — —

1
15 _ _ _ _ — — — 1 — 1 —
22 ' — — — — 1 1 — 3 — l 1 1
5 — — — • — — — — — 2 — —

13 — — — — .-- — 1 1 — . 1. —

2
— — — — — — —
_ — — _ —

16 _ _ — _ 2 1 — 1 _ 2 1 1
17 — — — — 1 2 — — — — 1 1

492 l 1 6 — 15 22 4 10 19 7 11 20

5 — — — _ 1 — 1 — — — — 1

1
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16 — — — 1 1 — 1 — —  ' — —
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2 — — — — — — — “ — — — —
— —

14 — — — — 1 2 — — 3 — — 2
16 — — —- — — — — — 1 1 — __
20 1 —
15 — — — — — ■--- — — — — — _
13 -— — — — — _ __ — 2 — — _
62 — — — ' — 2 4 1 4 1 1 4 2

1 — _
4
2 —

18. — — — — 2 2 1 — — — — 13 — — — — — — — , --- 1 — — __
15 — — — —l. 1 __ — — _ — _ 1
48 — — 2 .--- — 1 — — 1 1 2 1

9 — — 1 __ __ __ __ __ _ __ __
12 — — — — — 2 — 2 1 __ 1 __
2
3 ■ --- _ _ __ 2

— --a — -- - —

8 — 1 _
.

_ _ — — —
1

— ■ ---

9
— — — — — — — — — ---. _ —

1 — — — — — — — _ ' _ __— .-------- — — — — — __ — __ __ _ J___

]

174
— — — — — __ __ __ __ __ __

2 7 7 1 3 6 3 3 11

. .  t  Four deaths from Influenza, 3 from Improper Feeding and leach fm m  rr,. , . , , . . .  m ,Meningoeneepholocele and Intracranial Hfemorrhage °  °m Rickets> Thmsh> Foreign body m the Trachea,
} Two deaths from Influent, a n d  l each from Dysentery, Pyaemie Abscess and Intestinal Obstruction.

Paralyl, aTd Teach from W orts and M ^asm l ^  ? ^  ^  DeMity’ Cerebral Hemorrhage, and Heart Disease, 5 from
MaraJlu^ere incIuded 27 deatbs fr°m SeniIity> 10 b o m  Debility, 8 from Worms, and 5 each from Paralysis, Heart Disease, and
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Table V.__Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of September, 1925, in each W ard and of
each Race in the City of Colombo— continued.
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All Causes . • . . . 35 29 141 74 23 19 6 5 16 7 17 14 16 21 12 10

I.-Infantile Mortality 14 4 19 6 6 1 2 5 1 7 2 1 7 4

A — O n e W eek  a n d  u n d e r .

1. Prematurity ' _ 4 __ _ 1
2. Debility . . . __ 1 __ 1 __ _ _ __ 1 2 __ _ . ■ ■ _ 13. Convulsions < ..
4. Diarrhoea . . .

2 1 — 2 — — — — — — — — — — —
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus . . .
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia .. •
8. Other Causes .. .. — — 1 — — — — — —■ — — — — — — -

IK—O ver 1 W eek a n d  u n d e r  1 Y ea r .

1. Prematurity 12. Debility .. .. 2 __ 3 2 2 1 - - 1 __ . 1 I■ 3. Convulsions 5 2 1 _ 1 1 __‘ 2 . . 24. ' Diarrhoea
4«. Enteritis • ..  :. 1 . 3 1 __ __ _ 2 1 25. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis 1
7. Pneumonia 1 — ... . 1 — . _ 2 __ 1 1 18. Other Causes 1 1 7 1 — — — i — i — —

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) .. 21 25 122 68 17 18 6 3 ii 6 10 12 15 21 5 6
1. Plague _ _ 1 12. Smallpox
3- Chiokenpox
4. Measles
6. Influenza 2 1 __ _ __ _ _ i __ 1 16. Pyrexia or Fever .. .. _ — _ __ 1 . _ __ i 1 _ i7. Enterio Fever .. 2 1 5 53. Malaria 1 1 1 _ — _ _ ___

- Malarial Cachexia _ _ __ 1 1 __ . __
1C. Cholera
11. Diarrhoea ' .. 1 3 1 11 la. Enteritis ..
12. Dysentery
13. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

3
1 —

5
4

1
2

1
2 1 1

— 1 
1

1 1
2
2

2
4 '---

—

denalis _ _ 3 10 __ __ _ _ — _ __ 1 x14. Cancer .,  .. — 1 5 3 _ ___ _ __ __ __ 116. Phthisis . .  ■ .. — 5 18 7 _ 2 __ _ __ _ 1 3 4 2 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases _ 117. Anaemia ■ .. __ 2 __ 1 __ __ x18. Diabetes Mellitus .. . . __ 1 _ __ * ■_
19. Convulsions 3 1 2 2 __ 1 __ 1 120. Tetanus _ — 1 __ - . . . _ _ 1 __
21. Bronchitis 1 __ 8 1 1 1 __ 122. Pneumonia
23, Other Diseases of the Respiratory

5 1 13 8 2 — 2 — — — 1 3 2 2 — —
System .. 4 2 _ 124, jjright’s Disease and Nephritis 1 __ 1 - __ 1 _ _, 2 125. Puerperal Eclampsia _ •' _ _ 1 • * 128. Puerperal Septicaemia .. 

27. Miscarriage — — 1 — — — — — — — — — —
28. Other undefined Accidents of Childbirt _ ' 2 _ 2’ 1 - 129. Starvation
30. Accidents and Negligence _ _ 4 3 131. Homicide _ —- *
32. Suicide _
33. Execution _ __ __ 1
34. All Other Causes 2 11 45 21 8 6 i 1 8 5 3 3 5 4
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of September, 1925, in each W ard  and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A .—One W eek a n d  u n d e r .

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a. Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

B .—O ver 1 W eek  a n d  u n d e r  1 Y ea r .

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 
4a, Enteritis
5. Tetanus
6. Bronchitis
7. Pneumonia
8. Other Causes

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1.
■ 2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

- 7.
8.
9.

10.
1L
lla.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Plague 
Smallpox 
Chiokenpox ■
Measles 
Influenza 
Pyrexia or Fever 
Enteric Fever 
Malaria
Malarial Cachexia
Cholera
Diarrhoea
Enteritis
Dysentery
Anehylostomiasis or Doohmii 

denalis 
Cancer 
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases 
Anaemia
Diabetes Mellitus
Convulsions
Tetanus
Bronchitis
Pneumonia
Other Diseases of the Rei 

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
Puerperal Eclampsia ..  
Puerperal Septicaemia ..  
Miscarriage
Other undefined Accidents of Cl 
Starvation
Accidents and Negligence
Homicide
Suicide
Execution
All Other Causes

Wards. Deaths among all Races.
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4 7 2 i 21 13 165 144 70 50 61 45 6 8 17 3

1 8 4 35 19 13 11 17 4 2 1

1 4
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1 _ __ _ _ l 4 4 .2 2 3 — — ---. — —
— — — 2 — 6* 2 2 3 1 — — i —

3 7 2 l 13 9 130 125 57 39 44 41 4 8 16 3
_ _ _ _ — rjfi- 4 1 2 — 1 — — — — —
— '--- — — — --. — — — — — — — — —
— --■ . -- — — — --' ■ 1 — — — -- ■ — — —

_ _ _ __ • _ 4 — 1 — 1 1 — 1 1 '
2 — — 1 1 — — — —

_ __ — _ 1 2 4 4 — — 1 1 — 1 2 —
_ _ _ _ 1 — 1 1 1 — — 1 -- - 1 _ —
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.. — — — — 2 1 14 14 9 7 5 8 — — 1 1

.. — — — — — — — 1 — — — — — _ —

. . — — — — — — 1 2 1 — — __ ---. -- - ;_ —
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