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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON IN THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST, 1928.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
This report deals with the Vital Statistics of the 35 principal towns in the Island proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The marriages of residents in proclaimed towns numbered 485 (442 .General, 7 Kandyan, and 3,6 Muslim), as 
against 490 in the preceding month and 564 in the corresponding m onth of last year. In  Colombo the number of marriages 
was 204 (184 General and 20 Muslim), as against 206 in the preceding m onth and 254 in the corresponding month of last 
year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,934 (956 males and 978 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

35 ’ 33 per 1,000 of the population, as against 33-63 in the preceding month, 32 • 25 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 28 • 55 the average for the corresponding months since 1918. The rate ranged from 12 • 48 in Rambukkana to  
88-41 in Lunugala. There were 1,664 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an 
annual rate of 30 • 40, as against 29 ■ 7 6 in the preceding month and 28 ■ 66 in the corresponding m onth of last year.

4. In  the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 762 (385 males and 377 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 33 • 99, as against 32 -07  in the preceding m onth, 29 ■ 37 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 
24-52 the average for the corresponding months since 1918. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah W ards, ranged 
from 11-02 in Wellawatta North to 3 2 -2 2  in San Sebastian. There were 644 births of children whose mothers were- 
residents of the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 28 ■ 72, as against 27 ■ 03 in the preceding m onth and 24 • 92 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,919 (1,035 males and 884 females). The number 

was equivalnt to an annual rate of 35 -05 , as against 33-43 in the preceding month and 31 -60 in the corresponding month 
of last year. There were 1,394 deaths of residents in the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 27-54, as 
against 26 -95  in the preceding month, 26 -30  in the corresponding month of last year, and 2 7 -5 8  the average for the 
corresponding months since 1918. The standardized death rate ranged from  124-56 in Lunugala to  7 - 00 in Tangalla.

6. In  the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 653 (342 males and 311 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 29 • 12, as against 2 8 -8 6  in the preceding m onth and 28 -78  in the corresponding month of last year. 
There were 496 deaths of residents of the city, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 2 5 -4 7 , as against 
26 - 81 in the preceding month, 26 • 10 in the corresponding month of last year, and 27 '74 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1918. The death rate of residents,- exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah W ards, ranged from  22-19 in 
Kotahena South to 9 • 17 in Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 165 (90 males and 75 females), as against 127 in the 
previous m onth and 138 in the corresponding month of last year.

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year amounted to 395, and corresponded to a rate of 204 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended August, 1928. Reckoned on the births registered during the m onth only the 
rate was also 204, as against 194 in the preceding month, 191 in the corresponding month of last year, and 237 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1918. There were 348 deaths of children under one year whose mothers were residents 
of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 209, as against 200 in the preceding m onth and 198 in the corresponding 
month of the previous year.

9. In  the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year.amounted to 138, and corresponded to a rate of 
180 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended August, 1928. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only the rate was 181, as against 172 in the preceding m onth, 189 in the corresponding m onth of last year, and 
254 the average for the corresponding months since 1918. There were 118 deaths of children under one year whose 
mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 183, same as in the preceding month, and against 202 
in the corresponding month of last year.
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, . Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Debility 

(of children under one year), Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Senility, and Dysentery, each caused 6 per c e n t.; Convulsions, 
and Phthisis, each 5 per cen t.; Enteritis, Intestinal Parasites (other than Anchylostomiasis), Diarrhoea, and Anchylostomiasis, 
each 4 per c e n t .; Bright's Disease and Nephritis and Prematurity, each 3 per c e n t.; Bronchitis, Enteric Fever, Accidents 
and NegUgencp, and Puerperal Septicaemia, each 2 per cen t.; and Paralysis and Influenza, each 1 per cent.

11. In  Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, of the total deaths were 
due, Senility caused 6 per cent.,; Debility (of children under one year) and Phthisis, each 5 per cent. ; Enteritis, Diseases 
due to Intestinal Parasites (other than Anchylostomiasis), and Convulsions, each 4 per cent. ; Prematurity, Malaria and 
M alarial Cachexia, Diarrhoea, Dysentery, Influenza, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Puerperal Septicaemia, each 3 per 
cent. ; Bronchitis, Anchylostomiasis, Heart Disease, Cancer, Paralysis, Enteric Fever, Diseases of the Respiratory System 
(other than Bronchitis and Pneumonia), and Accidents and Negligence, each 2 per cent.; and Undefined Accidents of 
Childbirth and Tetanus, each 1 per cent.

12. One death from Plague of a Sinhalese female was registered in Colombo during the m onth, as against nil in 
the previous m onth and 2 in the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Measles, of which 
125 cases were reported (92 in Colombo, 12 inMoratuwa, 10 in Gaile). Phthisis followed with 116 cases (88 in Colombo, 
7 in  Lunugala),; Chickenppx 97 (65 in Colombo, 10 in K a n d y ); Enteric Fever 48 (26 in Colombo, 10 in G aile); Dysentery 
24 (9 in Kurunegala); Continued Fever 19 (14 in Colombo); M um ps 2 (1 each in Moratuwa and Jaffn a); Diphtheria 2 
(in C olom b o); Whooping Cough 2 (in Colom bo); and Plague 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
14. iJain/aW.— Nawalapitiya recorded the highest rainfall (38 16 in.). In the other towns the rainfall ranged 

fro m  21-61  in. in Hatton to 0 • 10 in. in Puttalam. Colombo recorded 2 • 12 in.
15. M ean Temperature.— The mean temperature varied from 85 -0° in Batticaloa to 59 -6° in Nuwara Eliya, and 

was 81 -4 ° in Colombo.
16. For detailed statistics, see Tables I ., II ., and III . for all towns, and IV . and V. for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, C. C o o m a r a s w a m y ,
Colombo, September 25, 1928. Registrar-General.
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Table II.— Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for August, 1928.

Principal Towns.

Births.* Birth Bate.

c3a<D
ft.

All 35 Towns

Western.

832 832

a
I
(£

August,
1928.

1,664 30-40

Deaths.

746

e

I
r®

648

3
ss>Ph

1,394

Death Bate 
(Standardized).

August,
1928.

27-54

Average
for

August,
1918-1927

27-58

Infant Mortality;

Number
registered

during
August,

1928,-f

348

Bate per 
1,000 

Births 
registered 

during 
August, 
1928.

209

Colombo
Negombo.
Moratuwa
Kalutara
Panadure

337
41
47
12
10

307 
53. 

' 40 
15 
11

644
94
87
27
21

28-72. 
38 08 
22 - 86- 

22-70 
21-32

272 
42 

1 44 
13 
8

224
40
41 
11

6

82
85
24
14

25-47 
34-00 
22-74 
20-07 
15 13

27-74
26-71
29-74
23- 22
24 - 07

118
13
34

1
2

183
138
391
37
95

Central.

Kandy
Teldeniya
Gampola
Nawalapitiya
Hatton-Dikoya
Matale
Nuwara Eliya

52

6
5
5
8

10

60
2

12
7
3

12
22

112
2

18
12
8

20
32

38119 
23-47 
31-48 
37-19 
31-47 
26-03 
45-09

43

4
4
7 
9
8

45

9
1
5
7

10

88

13
5

12
16
18

32-86
— t
23-60
16-83
55-51
22-23
28-00

28- 89
—t
24 10
29- 41 
40-75
30- 53 
16-24

29

3

3
6
6

269

167

375
300
188

Southern.

Gallo
Ambalangoda
Matara
Weligama
Hambantota
Tongalla

62
5

21
10
2
9

58
5

22
15
7
5

110
10
43
26
9

14

32‘ 70
28- 83
29- 58
31- 29 
35 14
32- 91

36
6

20
5
9
3

24
4

14
9
7

60
10
34
14
16
3

17-45
28-67
22-96
16-22
62-08

7-00

22 - 32 
- t

23 - 50 
18-22 
64-55 
21-47

10
1
3
3
6
2

91
100
70

120
667
143

Northern.

Jaffna
Mannar
Mullaittivu
Vavuniya

74
9
1
1

65
8
2

139
17
3
1

37-34
53-42
20-83
11-33

58
4
4
2

60 118
6 10
1 5

2

32-83 
32 04 
36 17 
26-52

29 01 
34-39 
43-99 
24-20

42
6

302294

Eastern.

Batticaloa
Kalmunai
Trincomalee

23715
18
2

11

41926
44-6840-5431-14

2049
24316

44
725

49-8731-7731-32
40-39
— t34-83

133
5

317333192
North-Western.

Kurunegala
Puttalam
Kalpitiya
Ohilaw

69
2

11

1213
1

18
223
20

18-3533-92
21-8630-80

32253
10

2115
29

5340519
62-79
66-8841-8433-70

27-6642-21
—t 

29-90

11
8
14

611364333
200

North-Central.

Anuradhapura 11 20 23-13 14 12 26 36 00 45-26 5 260
Uva.

Badulla
LunugaJa

29
2

37-14 844-21 4 6
1

14 18-29
6 124-56 3106

- t
3 103

Sabaragamuwa.

Batnapura 
Kegalla 
Bambukkana

8 103 2
2 1

1853
27-39 71517 612-48 3

19-9140-77
— t

18-95 14 08 
— t

. oiJn[^ s whose mothers were residents of the towns,
t a ra b le  “ “  5" ar Wh0S6 mothera were « * * » * ■  *  the towi
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1928, in each Ward and of

each Eace in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A .—One Week and under.
1. ' Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions.
4. Tetanus
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia
7. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
5. Enteritis
6 . Tetanus
7. Bronchitis
8. Pneumonia
9. Syphilis 

10. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Tear and Over)
1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chiekenpox
4. Measles
5. Influenza ..
6. Enteric Fever
7. Malaria and' Malarial Cachexia
8 . Cholera ..
9. Diarrhoea

10. Enteritis
11. Dysentery
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal Para

sites • \ f 1
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis . .  * .
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Paralysis
20. Convulsions
21. Tetanus
22. Heart Disease
23. Bronchitis
24. Pneumonia
25. Other Diseases of the Bespiratory

System . . .
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
27. Puerperal Eclampsia ..
28. Puerperal Septicaemia
29. Accidents of Childbirth
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Other Causes

City of Colombo.

342

80

9
12

2

18
9
2
4
1
3

12

6J

262

7
6

io

5
9
9

5

15
6 

13
3
3
2
7
3
.5
7
6

42

■8
6

9
3
3
2

68||

311

58

10
8

I t

1
15
6
1
2
1
1
9

253

1

1
5
4

10

10
12
9

7
5

18
1
1
4
4 
2

5
6

26

211
3

17
9
1

68U

Total.

653

138

19
20 
3

1
33
15
3 
6 
2
4 

21

9

515 

' 1

1
12
10
20

15
21
18

14

22 
11 
31 
, 4

4 
6

11
5 
5

12
12
68

10
17
3

17
9

10
3
5
2

136

Wards,

ac3O
% is «
o

•3 1

30

24

13

10

ccS0Q

14

<6 . fl x13 ja
w

20 10

10

1

<8

|J
■ S '

26 34

10

2

2

17

2
1
1
1

3

1

24

2 I 7
* From Imperforate Anus, 
t  From Placenta Praevia.
X Four deaths from Influenza and 1 each from Chronic Ga«tri+5« w  
§ One death each from Influenza, Whooping Cough,Zd W orm f mS'
li Here are included 18 deaths from Senility and 6 from Debilitv 

"i Here are included 21 deaths from Senility and 5 from Debility!
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1928, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City of Colombo—confitMtetf.

Wards.

Clauses of Death.

N
ew

 B
az

aa
r.

M
ar

ad
an

a 
H

os
-

pi
ta

ls
.

M
ar

ad
an

a
N

or
th

.

43
§
H
<3
§
■3
3 M

ar
ad

an
a 

So
ut

h 
(e

xc
lu

si
ve

 o
 f 

H
os

pi
ta

ls
).

Sl
av

e 
Is

la
nd

.

K
ol

lu
pi

tiy
a.

W
el

la
w

at
ta

N
or

th
,

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F

All Causes 26 22 129 131 22 27 12 8 12 14 19 16 12 9 12 7

I.—Infantile Mortality 8 7 20 18 7 9 2 2 4 1 6 3 1 1 1 —

A .— One W eek and under.

1. Prematurity __ — 6 6 — — — — — — — 1 — — 1 —
2. Debility 1 1 4 3 2 1 — 2 1
3. Convulsions —
4. Tetanus
5. Bronchitis . — — — —
6. Pneumonia . —
7. Other Causes . — ‘ “ i 1

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity — — — 1 —

2. Debility
3. Convulsions

4
1

3
1

4 3 2
1

3
1

1
1

2
— 3 1 — 1 — —

4. Diarrhoea — —
5. Enteritis 1 1 — 2 — — 1 — — — — 1 I “
6. Tetanus . . ----- — — — — —
7. Bronchitis . — — — — 1 1 — — — 1
8. Pneumonia 1 1 3 4 — 1
9. Syphilis —

10. Other Causes . 1 , 1 I

II.— General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 18 is! 109 113 15 18 10 6 8 13 13 13 i i 8 11 7'

1. Plague . —
2. Smallpox . —
3. Ohiekenpox
4. Measles . —
5. Influenza . 1 1 — — 1 . --- — 1 ---- 1 — — — 1
6. Enteric Fever — — 5 2 — — 1 — .
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 1 1 4 7 — 1 I — — 1 2 — .
8. Cholera .
9. Diarrhoea - . — F 2 6

10. Enteritis —- — 1 5 2 1 — — — 2 1 — 1 — 1
11. Dysentery . 1 1 2 4 — — l — — — 2 — X 1 —
12. Anchylostomiasis or JDoobmius Duo-

denalis • • • — — 5 8 >
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal /'

Parasites . 1 — i 2 1 3 1 1 3 f--- --- . 2 ~” 2 —
14. Cancer — — 5 5
15. Phthisis — — 9 6 2 — — 1 — — — 2 2 — — —
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — 1 1 — 1 1 —
17. Anaemia . — — 1 1 *— —̂  ’ 1 —
18. Diabetes Mellitus — — 1 1 .--- I — — 1 — — — — — — ---i
19. Paralysis — — 1 1 1 — — — 1 — — — — — 1 —
2u. Convulsions
21. Tetanus — — 3 — — — — — — — --T — — ---• — :---
22. Heart Disease — — 3 2 1 — — — — — --- . i — 2 — —
23. Bronchitis 1 — 4 3 — — — — — — — — i — . — . --- .
24. Pneumonia 3 2 24 9 1 3 l 1 i 4 2 2 2 1 — —
25. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System / — — 1 2 i —
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 2 2 1 3 — 1 — — — i i 1 — 1 — 1
27. Puerperal Eclampsia . ••

— — — 1 — — — — — —- — — — -- . — —
28. Puerperal Septicaemia •• — — — 9 — 1 — 1 — — — 1 — — . —
29. Accidents of Childbirth ■

— 1 — 6 — 1 — — — — — — — — — —
30. Accidents and Negligent 1 — 5 i — — — — — — i — — — — —
31. Homicide . . — — 2 — — — — — — — — ---- — — — —
32. Suicide . * • — — — —■ — — — — —• — i 1 — — — —
33. Execution — — ---* — ■--- — 2 — __ — — — . --- — — —
34. .All Other Causes 7 5 28 29 5 5 3 1 2 6 i 4 3 1 6 5

i------------------------ ' 1
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1928, in each Ward and of
each Eace in the City of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

All Causes

I.—Infantile Mortality

A .— One Week and under.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Tetanus
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia
7. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea 

' 5. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
7. Bronchitis
8. Pneumonia
9. Syphilis

10. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over)

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Chicken pox
4. Measles
5. Influenza
6. Enteric Fever
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia
8. Cholera
9. Diarrhoea

10. Enteritis
11. Dysentery
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo

denalis
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal Para

sites
14. Cancer
15. Phthisis.
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17 Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus \ ..
19. Paralysis \ ..
20. Convulsions \ ..
21. Tetanus ...
22. Heart Disease
23. Bronchitis
24. Pneumonia
25. Other Diseases of the\ Respiratory

System . • \
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis
27. Puerperal Eclampsia .. \
28. Puerperal Septicaemia ' \
29. Accidents of Childbirth
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution ..
34. All Other Causes

Wards.

A

/

Deaths among all Races.

W
el

la
wa

tta
So

ut
h.

Eu
ro

pe
an

s.

i%■aha
n Sin

ha
le

se
.

Ta
m

ils
.

• 
i

eo
1

f

- M F U F m' F M F M F M F M F M

4 10 i l 19 9 178 205 65 58 57 27 6 9 16

— 2 — — 7 1 43 34 12 10 14 10 3 3 1

2 3 5 7 1 3— — — — 2 — 3 4 3 2 4 _ __ 2 _— — — — — — 3 ■- — — _ _ __
_ _ *■—

— _ — . -- — — — — — — —

— — — — — — — 1 — — 1 — — — —

1
— — — — — 1 12 8 2 2 4 4 __ _ _— — — — — 5 4 1 — 1 2 1 1— — — — — — 1 2 — _ _

’ . -- 3 1 — — 1 1 —
— — — 1 — — — 1 — _ 1 1 z

~ — — 8 6 1 2 3 1 — — —
— — — — 1 — 4 1 — 1 1 1 — — —

4 8 i l 12 8 135 171 53 48 43 17 3 6 15

“““ — — — — — — ' — — — —
— — — — — — — 1 _ — — —

— — — — — 1 4 4 1 1 _ _ . 1— -- — — 1 — 4 3 1 I _
““ 6 8 2 2 1 — — — 1

— — — — — — 5 8 __ 2 —
1 1 — — v - 5 7 3 4 1 __ 1— — 1 5 6 2 1 — 2 — 1

— — — — — — 4 'V — 2 1
— — i — — — 10 \ ? 1 2— — — — 1 — 1 5 v — 1 _ _ 2— 1 — — — 2 7 8 4 . 2 2 _ 2— — — — --- —• 2 1 — \ _ _ _ x— — — — — — 2 1 1 v — _ __— 1 —— —— — — 2 3 _ \l2 1 — — 1 1 3 3 — 2 _ 1— — — — — 2 — — 2' 1 — _ _ _— — — — — — 3 — 1 *— 1 _ _

1 — — — 1 2 5 2 1 — _ _

— 2 — — 1 1
5

19
3

19
1
9

3
3 >>9 2 1 1 3

— — — — — — 2 2 1 _ 3 2— — — — — 1 2 6 1 2 2 1 _ 1 1— 1 — — — — — 2 — 1 — — _
— — — — — — — 12 — 5 — — — _
— __ — — — — — 6 — 2 — 1 _
— — — — 1 — 4 i 2 — 2 — ■— — — — — -' 3 — __ _ .
— 1 — — — — 2 i 1 1 _ _
— — — — — — 1 — _ _ 1 _

— i 5 1 30 45 16 10 13 9 — 1 4

H. ROSS COTTLE, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
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