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' VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON FOR THE -~ - -
A MONTH -OF AUGUST, 1929. © . =

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

THIs report deals w1th the vital statistics of the 35 prinocipal towns in the Island, proclalmed u;uder sectlons 31«36
_ of the Ordlmmoe No. 1 of 1895. .

Marrxages.

2 The number of marriages of 1e51donts in proclaimed towns was 351 (309 General 6 Kandya.n, and 36 Muslun),
as a.gamst 477 in the preceding month a,nd 485 in the correspondmg month of last year. .

&

e Births. N

: *3. The births registered numbered 1,791 (951 males and 840 females), and were equlva.lent to an a.nnual 2ate. of
: 32 31 per 1,000 of the population, as against 33:91 in the preceding month, 35°33 in the corresponding month’ of last

- year, and, 29- -40 the average for the corresponding months since 1919. The rate ranged from 8°39 in Ambalangoda to ’ "
70*21 in Batticaloa. There were 1,685 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to.an .-

- gnnual rate of 28 59, as against 2964 in the preceding month, and 30°40 in the coiresponding month of last year.

-~ 4. In the city of Colombo the births reglstered numbered 694 (372 males and 322 females), and were eqmvalent,
to an annual rate of 3053, as against 31°36 in the preceding month, 33'99 in the corresponding month of last year, and
25175 the average for the corresponding months since 1919. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards,

_ ranged from 12'21 in Kollupitiya to 28°89 in Slave Island. There were 582 births of children whose 'mothqrs were'
| residents of the city, equivalent to an annual ra.te of 25-60, as agamst 27:40 in the pr eceding, month and 28 72 m the
comespondmg month of la.st yeanr. .

‘ Deaths.

The total deaths reg1stered ‘during the month numbered i, 864 ( 971 males and 893 females), and were equlva.lent .

B an ammal rate of 33-63, as against 35°74 in the preceding month and 35°05 in the corresponding month. of last. year., -

. .THere were 1,416 deaths of residents of the towns, equivalent to an annusl standardized rate of 27°63; as’ agalnst. 28:95
"I 'in the preeadmg month, 27-54 in the corresponding month of ‘last yeax, and 2779 theé average for the correspondmg

o monbhs since 1919. The standardized death rate ranged from 60-81 in. Battlca,loa to 713 in Mullaittivu.

-8.- In the city of Colombo the deaths: reglstered mumbered 719 (379 malés and 340 females), and were eqmva.lent
"f"_to ‘an bnnual rate of 31-83, as against 3282 in the preceding month and 29-12 in the corresponding month' of last year.
" “Fheye were. 587 deaths of residents of the city, which corresponded to an a.nnua,l standardized rate of 29 73, as’ agmnst
" =+ 29:78 in the preceding month, 2547 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28-02the average for the. correspondmg

' mmonths since 1919. The death rate of residents; exclusave of the Eort and the Petta,h Wards, ranged from 7769 in
K AKolluplt,lya. to 28°74 in Kotahena North R . o B .
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7. The stillbirths reglstered durmg the month numbered 140 (77 males and 63 fema.les), as a.gamst 113 in the-
preceding month and 165 in the corresponding month of last year.

Intant Mortahty.

8 "The deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 385, and com‘esponded to a rate of 195 per 1,000
births registered during the twelve months ended August, 1929. Reckoned on the births registered during the month
only,. the rate was 215, as against 216 in the preceding month, 204-in the corresponding month of last year, and 236 the
aversge for the corresponding months since 1919. There were 354 deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers
were residents of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 223 as against 226 in the preceding month, and 209 in the
corresponding month of last year.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 171, and corresponded to a
rate of 220 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended August. 1929. Reckoned on the births registered’
during the month only, the rate was 246, as against 244 in the preceding month, 181 in the corresponding month of last
year, and 253 the average for the corresponding months since 1919. There were 159 deaths of children under one year of

age whose mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a vate of 278, as against 247 in the preceding month
and 183 in the corresponding month of last year.

Causes of Death.

10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 18 per cent. of the total deaths were due. Enteritis
caused 7 per cent. ; Debility (of children under one year of age) and Senility, each 6 per cent. ; Phthistis, 5 per cent.; Con-
. vulsions, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Dysentery, and Bright’s Disease and Nephritis, each 4 per cent.; Anchylostomiasis,

Diarrhoea, and Diseases and Accidents of Childbirth, each 3 per cent.; Bnteric Fever, Accidents and Negligence, Disenses due
to Intestinal Parasites other than dAnchylostomiasis, Influenza, Prematurity, Heart Disease, and Bronchitis, each 2 per ‘cent. ;
Paralysis, Diabetes Mellitus, Tetanus, Anaemia, and Cancer, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pnreumonia, to which 14 per cent. of the total deaths were
due ; Enteritis caused 12 pex cent. ; Senility, 8 per cent.; Phthisis, 7 per cent.; Debility (of children under one year of age),
and Influenza, each 6 per cent.; Diarrhoea, Heart Disease, Birght's Disease and Nephritis, and Convulsions, each 3 per
cent. ; Enieric Fever, Paralysis, Accidents of Childbirth, Dysentery, Diseases due to Intestinal Parasites other than Anchy-
lostomiasis, and Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, each 2 per cent. ; Accidents and Negligence, Diabetes Mellitus, Bronchitis;
Other Diseases of the Respiratory System, Tetanus, Cancer, and Anaemia, each 1 per cent.

12. .One death from Plague was registered (in Colombo), as against two deaths in the previous month and one
death in the corresponding month of last year.

18. Infectious Diseases reported. —The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Phthzszs, of which
119 oases were reported (100 in Colombo, 4 in Galle) ; Chickenpox followed with 111 cases (95 in Colombo, 5 in Matale) ;
Dysentery 83 (56 in Colombo, 6 each in Moratuwa, Panadure, and Vavuniya); Enteric Fever 78 (49 in Colombo, 3 each in
Panadure, Matara, and Kegalla); Measles 47 (41 in Colombo) ; Continued Fever 25 (20 in Colombo); Mumps 21 (6 in

Colombo) ; Diphtheria 4 (in Colombo) ; Whooping Caugh 4 (3 in Colombo) ; Plague 3 (2in Kandy and lin Gal]e) Dwmhoea
2 (1 each in Moratuwa and Galle). _ '

Meteorology.

“14-. Rainfall. ——Nawalapltllva. recorded the highest rainfall (9°46 in.).
7+17 in. in Trincomalee to 0°02 in. in Puttalam. Colombo recorded 0°31 in.

15. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 83-6° in Anuradhapura to 59°7° in Nuwara Ehya,
and was 80°9° in Colombo.

In other towns the rainfall ranged from

Appendix.
16. For detailed statistics see Tables I..I1., and IIL., for all towns, and '!T'a.bles IV.and V. for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office,

.. G. Forse ROBERTS,
‘Colombo, September 27, 1929.

Registrar-General
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Table [[.—Birtﬁs, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for August, 1929.

( 4

. Death Rate . o
Births.* Birth Rate. Deaths. . (Standardized). Infent Mortality
. . Rate per
Principal Towns. Average Number 1,000
August, August, for registered Births
g & 1929. ] @ 1929. August, during registered
& - g @ = g 1919-1928.| August, during
% . E E < g § 1929.% August,
=] = By = =4 [ 1929,
Al 35 Towns ..| 843 | 742 {1,585 ] 2859 | 714 | 702 | 1,416 27-63 27°79 854 228
Western.
Oolombo 312 | 270 | 582 25-60 | 310 | 277 | 587 29-73 28-02 159 273
Negombo 29 33 62 2486 24 39 63 25-86 26-90 13 210
Moratuwa 54 44 98 2643 53 50 | 103 27-22 28-69 23 236
Kalutara 13 21 34 2838 12 13 25 20-76 2214 5 147
Panadure 14 13 27 27-21 19 7 26 27-88 2251 7 - 259
Central )
Kandy J 71| e6| 143 48-221 41| 30 7 26-22 2927 9 63
Teldeniya P — — —_ C e — — _— —1 —F —_ —
Gampola . 9 12| 21 3620 2 7 9 16-04 23-59 3 143
Nawalapitiya 5 4 9 2739 2 3 5 16-52 29-85 3 333
Hatton.Dikoya 4 4 8 31-29 6 4 10 46-00 49-98 4 500
Matale 15 8 23 29-69 9 14 23 31-70 30-87 7 304
Nuwara Eliya 14 13 27 37-38 10 13 23 35-16 16 33 4 148
Southern. }
Galle . s3] 37 90 2662 29 | 51 80 23-15 22-80 16 178
Ambalangoda . 2 1 3 839 4 4 8 22-25 —1 2 667
Matara . 27 20 47 32-15 22 18 40 26-85 23-98 6 128
Weligama q 14 13 27 3354 8 4 12 13-80 16-80 2 74
Hambantota . 9 7 16 6179 4 1 5 19-19 70-03 3 4 188
Tangalla . 8 8 13 3037 3 9 12 2782 18-97 3 231
Northern.
Jafina .| 58 50 { 108 28-79 51 48 99 27-34 28-71 17 | 157
Mannar . 2 7 9 28-15 1 6 7 22-33 -30-78 1 111
Mullaittiva . 1 3 4 27-37 —_— 1 1 7-13 38-31 1 250
Vavuniya . 2 1 3 33-41 1| — 1 13 03 23-81 1 333
Eastern.
Batticaloa | 87 28 65 70-21 23 31 54 60-81 40-77 20 308 -
Kalmunai . 6 7 13 58-30 4 5 9 40 66 —3 1 77 -
Trincomalee J 10 -1 21 24-92 10 16 26 3228 34-88 5 238
North- Western.
Kurunegala 4 18| 9 24 23-98 18 7 25 29 02 32-69 6 250
Puttalam . 8 4 12 18-19 12 10 22 3617 45-04 4 333 .
Kalpitiya . 1 2 3 21-77 —_— 1 1 8-34 —1 1 333
Chilaw . 2 7 9 13-56 5 4 9 15-61 31-08 -1
North-Central.
Anuradhapura | 12y 10| 22 2445 15| 14| 29 38-58 4279 13 591
Uva. [ ,
Badulla 10 17 27 33-89 6 6 12 1536 29-55 5 185
Lunugala 1} — 1 2200 f — 1 1 2479 — —_— -
Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura . 8 6| 14 20-96 8| 6] 14 22-85 19-18 6 429
Kegalla . 6 6 12 35-80 1 2 3 10-02 16-74 2 167
Rambul . 5 3 8 32-25 1] — 1 —1 — 1 125

111 . .

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the towns.
T Deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers were residents of the towns.
1 Figures not available. ’ .
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of August, 1929, in each Wa.rd a.nd of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Wards.
| o= g
City of Colombo. K . % o o
Causes of Death, N .g § ..% 2 . g_g a-ﬁ
Sm 3 -1 @ § 3 é g
° ® 3 g -1 1]
=} A @ @ 4 Q
-] ° ]
M ¥ Total. M |'v | M P | M| F |M |F M| F|M;F
All Causes .e .. 879 340 719 1| —| 1| —[19)20 18| 8| 21 (20 (34| 80
I.—Infantile Mortality .e 93 78 171 —|—j—=|—1 8| 8| 6| 2| 7110 7 9
A, —One Week and under.
1. Prematurity . . .. 7 5 12 —_ = = - — 1] 1) — 1
2. Debility .. .. 15 4 19 | — | — | — | — 2| — === ’ —
3. Convulsions .. .. 4 — 4 | ==} = | — = —_—
4. Tetanus . el — — —_ — === = === = i—|-
5. DBronchitis .e o — — — —_— | —_ =] =] ) ] — — | =
8. Pneumonisa . [ p— — —_— — === === |=|=1= ==
7. Other Causes .. .. 2% — 2 — ===l ===
B.—OQver 1 Week and under 1 Year. ; ‘
1. Promaturity .. .. 1 2 s l—]|—|—-]—-]—-{—= - — == =
2. Debility .. . 1 13 4 | —|— === 2|2 =!8 —/~—
3. Oonvulsions .. . 5 6 1nn j—|—|—|—1 1|—=11 1 1i—| —|—
4. Diarrhoea .- . 3 2 b | — | ] — ] e — | — | — | — — E 10 31—
5. Enteritis .. 15 19 3¢ | | —|—|—l—=|—=]—]—=1! ¢! 2!"=1 5
6. Tetanus .. . —_ —_ —_— e | —mf = — | —_— — | —} — | — =} — | =
7. Bronchitis - .. 2 1 3 |- | —|—| — | =] — == 1l
‘8. Pneumonia o .. 13 13 26 —_— === =] == =] = 2 2 ]
9. Syphilis .o .. —_— — — — =l | =] == = = = =
10. Other Causes .o e 151 13§ 8 |—|—|~—1{—|—{ 1| 2|[—: 2! 1] 1 2
II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) ..| 286 .| 262 548 1l —1 1/ — |16 /17| 7| 6|14 18 27 21
1. Plague . .- 1 — 1 —f— | —]—_— = =] =] = | — | = | =i~
2. Smallpox . el — — —_ e | — | — = —m ] — | — ] — ] —1 ~—
3. Chickenpox .e Y — _ e o e — ] — | — =
4. Measles .- B — —_ - === === ===
5. Influenza .. ..lo16 13 20 | —|—|—|—1 3! 4l 21 2| 1] 1| 38|
6, Enteric Fever . 12 5 17 N 1) — 1 — = — i — 1] — —
7. Malaria and Malarial Oa.chexm .. 8 6 11 e — = = = — ] — 1) — ] =
8. Cholera - .. | — -— —_ —_—— = —_] — _._;_ = = =] -
9. Diarrhoea o | s 8 6 | = == 1 =22 s e e
10. Enteritis .. %, 16 36 51 —_——_— = — - 1|—| —1}— 2 2! 4
11. Dysentery . 7 7 ¥ |- — |~ == —] 1| === —1 1=
12. Anchylostomiasis or Doohxmus Duo- |
denalis . 5 4 Py - -]~ — =T
13. Diseases due t-o other Int,Bstma] Para-| . - : i -
sites .. Tl 09 3 12 |—| - - =] =} —{—|—=!— 17 1!
14, OCancer .. . v n— 5 5 f—|—l—i——te—=] —]—1—="—|— ! —_—
15. Phthisis R N 8 | — | — —1—| 11 3] 2| 1ti— 2] 1l1
16. Other Tuberculous D!sea.ses .. 1 1 2 |l—fjo—_ - —f— =] — — ——=
17. Ansemia .. .. 3 \ 1 ¢ l—|—1— == — (=== —]—=|—
18. Diabetes Mellitus .. .- 7 2 9 |l—i—|—|—) ¥} =} 2|—=]—=1—] 1 I
19. Paralysis . . 8 9\ 17 | —|—{—|—| ¥y |—=|—=1 1, 3|=!1
20. Convulsions .. . 2 1 S l—|——|—|—1—1— 1= ==
21. Tetanus .. . 4 2 "\ 6 — - == === === ==
22. Heart Disease . . 14 6 20 | — | —f|—i—~]| 2| }{—|—} Yi—] 1 I
23. Bronchitis .. . 4 1 — == |- —y—=i—|—=f{—='—] 1}
24. Pnoumonia .. 42 32 U\l — | - —|—|—1 22— — 3.3 1y 1
26. Other Diseases of the Respnratory . |
System 3 4 7 — | —_—f— | — | — 1) — | — 1!/ — -
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephnms A § 7 19 — il —] 2|—|—=|=j=—1—1 2 3‘
27. Puerperal Eclampsia .. B 1 1 S\ Dol Bt Bl et Bl Bl el . —_] — =
28. PuerperalSephcaem |l - 9 9 — === ===
29. Accidents of Childbirth S Qe 6 6 —_ == == ===
30. Accidents and Negligence - 8 2 10 1=l — || === —i—i=
31, Homicide .. .. 2 — 2 — | - >Nf{—~{|—|—{——]=, —1=1—
32, Suicide .e 3 — 3 —_— — ‘\i e = =] — l T
33. Execution . .. 1 — 1 —_— = — —_ = =} = = e | -
34. All Other Causes .. 70|} 679 187 | — | —  — ..\L 4] 4| —| 2} 3| 2 ‘ 9| .7

* Two deaths from asphyxia neonatorum.

t Five deaths from influenza, 2 each from thrush, cellulitis, and rickets, and 1 each from % ‘TPWPGI‘ feeding, asthma, an‘“"es
roeceived during birth and dyspepsia.

§ Seven deaths from influenza, and 1 each from malarial fever, eczema, pemphlgus, worms, starviation, and improper feedmg

|| Here are included 25 deaths from senility. . .

{ Here are included 34 deaths from senility.
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Table V. __.Ca,uses of Deaths by Sex reglstered during the Month of August,

( i)

each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

i

1929, in each Ward and of

Wards.
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Tablé V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex reglsbered during the Month of August 1929 in eaoh Wa.rd and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Oauses of Death.
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Smallpox ..
Chickenpox i ..
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Influenza ..

6. Enteric Fever
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10. Enteritis

11. Dysentery

12. Anchylostomiasis or Doobmms Duo-
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14. Cancer ..
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27. Puerperal Eclampsia .:

28. Puerperal Septicaemia

. 29. Accidents of Ch]ldblrt.h

30. Accidents and Negligence

31. Homicide .

82, Suicide ..

33. Execution .-

84  All Other Causes L.
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A. O. RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRTNT‘ER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.

o

TEEIRE

¢

!

REFIRRRRREE

PRE UL U




