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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON FOR THE 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1929.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
T h i s  report deals with the vital statistics of the 35 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 31-36 

of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns was 589 (528 General, 9 Kandyan, and 52 Muslim), 
as against 520 in the preceding month and 488 in the corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 1,750 (898 males and 852 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 

32- 62 per 1,000 of the population, as against 33- 73 in the preceding month, 40- 89 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 34- 18 the average for the corresponding months, since 1919. The rate ranged from 7- 07 in Mullaittivu to 
70- 90 in Kegalla. There were 1,496 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual 
rate of 27- 89, as against 29- 30 in the preceding month and 35- 90 in the corresponding month of last year.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 781 (420 males and 361 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 35- 50, as against 34- 40 in the preceding month, 39- 04 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31 • 07 
the average for the corresponding months since 1919. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 
14- 37 in Maradana South to 28- 94 in St. Paul’s Ward. There were 630 births of children whose mothers were residents of 
the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 28- 64, as against 28- 72 in the preceding month and 33-00 in the corresponding 
month of last year.

Deaths.
5. The t o t a l  detahs registered during the month numbered 1,953 (1,039 males and 914females), and were equivalent 

t o  an annual rate of 36- 40, as against 31-28 in the preceding month and 36- 62 in the corresponding month of last year. 
There were 1,455 deaths of residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 29- 33, as against 24- 56 in 
the preceding month, 29- 48 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28- 21 the average for the corresponding months 
since 1919. The standardized death rate ranged from 7-19 in Tangalla to 83-28 in Hambantota.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 723 (383 males and 340 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 32- 86, a s  against 29-34 in the preceding month and 31; 02 in the corresponding month of last year. There 
were 525 deaths of residents of the city, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 27 • 48, as against 26- 39 in 
the preceding month, 27 • 28 in the corresponding month of last year, and 28- 40 the average for the corresponding months 
since 1919. The death rate of residents, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah Wards, ranged from 6-07 in Kollupitiya to 
30- 43 in New Bazaar.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 172 (91 males and 81 females), as against 146 in the 
preceding month and 164 in the corresponding month of last year.

' 1 )



*

Infant Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 387, and corresponded to a rate of 209 per 1,000 

births registered during the twelve months ended November 1929. Reckoned on the births registered during the month 
only, the rate was 221, as against 176 in the preceding month, 206 in the corresponding month of last year, and 244 the 
average for the corresponding months since 1919. There were 347 deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers 
were residents of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 232, as against 176 in the preceding month, and 209 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 146, and corresponded to a rate 
of 202 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended November, 1929. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only, the rate Was 187, as against 165 in the preceding month, 182 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 220 the average for the corresponding months since 19,19. There were 120 deaths of children under one year of 
age whose mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 190, as against 161 in the preceding month 
and 187 in the corresponding month of last year.

( 2 )

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 15 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Debility 

(of children under one year of age) caused 7 per cent. ; Dysentery, Phthisis, and Senility, each 6 per cent. ; Enteritis, 5 per 
cent.; Convulsions, Diseases and Accidents of Childbirth, Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Anchylostomiasis, and Bright's 
Disease and Nephritis, each 4 per cent. ; Diarrhoea, Prematurity, Enteric Fever, and Diseases due to intestinal parasites other 
than Anchylostomiasis, each 3 per cent.; Influenza, Accidents and Negligence, Heart Disease, Bronchitis, and Paralysis, each 
2 per cent. ; Cerebral Haemorrhage, Cancer, Tetanus, Diabetes Mellitus, and Homicide, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 13 per cent, of the total deaths were 
due ; Debility (of children under one year of age) and Phthisis, each 8 per cent.; Enteritis, 7 per cent. ; Influenza, Diseases 
and Accidents of Childbirth and Senility, each 5 per cent.; Prematurity, 4 per cent.; Convulsions, Dysentery, Enteric Fever, and 
Bright's Disease and Nephritis, each 3 per cent.; Heart Disease, Bronchitis, Cerebral Haemorrhage, Paralysis, Diarrhoea, 
Cancer, and Anchylostomiasis, each 2 per cent. ; Diseases due to Intestinal Parasites {other tha i Anchylostomiasis) Malaria 
and Malarial Cachexia, Accidents and Negligence, Diabetes Mellitus, and Tetanus, each 1 per cent.

12. One death from Plague was registered (in Colombo), as against 1 in the previous month, and 2 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chickenpox, of 
which 119 cases were reported 96 in Colombo, (7 in Hatton-Dikoya); Dysentery followed with 107 cases (36 in Colombo, 23 
in Panadure, 17 in Kegalla); Phthisis 89 (70 in Colombo, 5 in Galle); Enteric Fever 56 (29 in Colombo, 11 in Galle); Continued 
Fever 30 (27 in Colombo, 3 in Galle); Mumps 20 (11 in Colombo, 3 in Nuwara Eliya); Measles 16 (8 in Colombo, 4 in Galle) ; 
Cholera 4 (in Colombo); Diptheria 3 (in Colombo); and Whooping Cough 2 (1 each in Colombo and Kalutara).

Meteorology.
14. Rainfall.—Galle and Gampola recorded the highest rainfall (19-27 in.). In other towns rainfall ranged from 

19-09 in. in Kegalla to 5-50 in. in Chilaw. Colombo recorded 9-32 in.
15. Mean Temperature—Tho mean temperature varied from 8Q-2°in Mannar to 59-5° in Nuwara Eliya, and was 

79- 2° in Colombo.
Appendix.

16. For detailed statistics see Tables I., II., and III. for all towns, and Tables IV. and V. for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office, G. Fubse Robebts,
Colombo, December 23, 1929. Registrar-General.
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Table II.__Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their Corresponding Rates for November 1929.

Births.* Birth Kate. Deaths. ' '  Death Bate 
(Standardized). Infant Mortality

1 Bates per
Principal Towns. Average Number 1,000

, CO November* CO CO November, for registered Births
m a 1929. <c is. 8 1929 November, during registered
St a e ■ IS

a
a e 1919-1928. November, during

% r®Cii Ph r® A®Pi 1929.f November,
1929.

1 2 3 4 5 . 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

AU 35 Towns
a

769 727 1,496 2 7 8 9 773 682 1,455 29-33 28 21 347 232

W estern.

338 292 630 28-64 287 238 525 27-48 28-40 120 190
Regombo 37 46 83 34-40 35 37 72 30-54 28-05 20 241

49 53 102 27-35 57 54 111 30-31 34-23 25 245
21 21 42 36 23 23 17 40 34-32 25 07 10 238

Panadure 16 10 26 27 08 16 15 31 34 35 23-75 11 423

Central.

Kandy 40 39 79 27-53 39 36 75 28-62 27-86 18 228
Teldeniya 2 — 2 22-70 --- ’ 1 1 — t — t — —
Gampola ■ 
Nawalapitiya

9 3 12 21-43 7 6 13 23-94 17-76 4 333
4 5 9 28-30 3 5 8 27-31 37-48 1 111

Hatton-Dikoya 1 2 3 12 13 4 3 7 33-27 31-59 1 333
Matale 12 3 15 20-01 8 12 20 28-49 29-21 3 200
Nuwara Eliya 6 10 15 21-46 6 5 11 17-37 22-52 4 267

Southern.

Galle 44 44 88 26-90 60 61 121 36 19 25-28 31 352
Ambalangoda 3 12 15 43-36 4 5 9 25 86 — t 2 133
Matara 27 21 43 33-93 14 14 28 19 42 22-42 4 83
Weligama 11 9 20 25-67 9 8 17 20 20 19-27 2 100
Hambantota 2 8 10 39 91 3 18 21 83-28 29-52 7 700
Tangalla 3 4 7 16-90 1 2 3 7 19 18-38 — —

N orthern.

Jaffna 47 43 90 24-79 54 49 103 29-39 30-30 25 278
Mannar 2 6 8 25-86 6 3 9 29-66 28-72 3 375
Mullaittivu i — 1 7-07 2 1 3 22-11 21-18 1
Vavuniya i — 1 11-51 1 — 1 13-46 29-99 — —

Eastern,

Batticaloa 7 17 24 26-79 18 14 32 37-24 27-79 7 292
Kalmunai 2 7 9 41-70 3 4 7 32-68 — t

32 41Trincomalee 13 5 18 22 08 13 9 22 28-22 8 ■ 444-

N orth- W estern.

Kurunegala 19 16 35 3 6 1 3 19 14 33 39-69 29-23 10 286Put-fcalam 6 5 11 17-23 10 11 21 35-67 42-59 6 545Kalpitiya l 2 3 22-50 — 3 3 25-84 — t 2 667Chilaw 7 11 18 28-01 7 10 17 30-47 34-57 4 222

N orth-Central.

Am i rad hapur a 8 4 12 13 78 26 9 35 48-12 41-83 6 500

U va.

Badulla 18 11 29 37-61 12 ' 9 21 27-78 39 64 5 172Lunugala 1 1 22-73 2 — 2 51-24 — t

Sabaragamuwa. 1

Ratnapnra 9 7 16 24-75 14 4 18 30-36 20-30 4 250Kegalla
Rambukkana

4 7
3

11
3

33 91 
12-50

6
4

4
1

10
5

34-51
- t

20-62 
—  t 3

* Births of infants whose mothers were residents of the towns.
t  Deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers were residents of the towns, 
t Figures not available.
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Wards.

Table V.— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of November 1929, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo. ’____________ '

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo.

M
2

F
3

Total.
4

I
■2 8

■s

m

i &
im

c8 .
II
M
•a

03a A
•9 9s o ■gOD
M

M
7

M
9

F
10

n
11

F
12

M
13

F
14

M
15

F
16

All Causes 383 340 723 27 10 14 14 15 34

I.—InfantlleMortallty 77 69 146

A.—One Week and under.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Tetanus
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia
7. Other Causes

B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
5. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
7. Bronchitis
8. Pneumonia
9. Syphilis

10. Other Causes

II.—General Mortality (1 Tear and Over) 306 271 577 15 18 11 11 18
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.
24.
25.

26,
27!
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Duo

Plague 
Smallpox 
Ohickenpox 
Measles 
Influenza 
Enteric Fever
Malaria and Malarial Cache xin 
Cholera 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Dysentery
Anchylostomiasis or Doehmius 

denalis
Diseases due to other Intestinal Para 

sites 
Cancer 
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases 
Anaemia 
Diabetes Mellitus 
Paralysis 
Convulsions 
Tetanus 
Heart Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia
Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
Puerperal Eclampsia ..
Puerperal Septicaemia 
Accidents of Childbirth 
Accidents and Negligence •
Homicide 
Suicide 
Execution
All Other Causes .. *

* One death from cleft palate.
t One death each from infantile haemorrhage and cardiac failure, congenital non-closure of the skin neonatorum.
t Two deaths from influenza and 1 each from constipation, thrush, and congenital syphilis 
§ Four deaths from influenza and 1 each from rickets, tumour in bladder, and septicaemia 
|| Here are included 19 deaths from senility and 9 from cerebral haemorrhage.
IF Here are included 15 deaths from senility and 5 from cerebral haemorrhage.

over sacrum, and asphyxia



Table V .— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of November 1929, in each Ward and of
each Base in the City of Colombo—continued .

Wards.

• ' A

Causes of Death.
i<ssItm

si M
ar

ad
an

a 
Ho

i

■i
•a

M
ar

ad
an

a
N

or
th

. ■

M
ar

ad
an

a E
as

M
ar

ad
an

a S
ou

t 
(e

xc
lu

siv
e 

of
 

H
os

pi
ta

ls)
.

Sl
av

e I
sla

nd

Ko
llu

pi
tiy

a.

W
ell

aw
at

ta
N

or
th

.

M V M F u F M F M F M F M F M F
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

All Causes 33 31 159 157 31 17 20 9 8 13 26 17 9 6 5 10

/

1.—Infantile Mortality 9 4 19 22 11 4 6 6 1 2 7 5 2 _ 2 1

A .— One W eek and under.

1. Prematurity . .  .. 1 ---- 7 11 — 1 —
2. Debility 1 — 5 3 2 2
3. Convulsions — ---' — — — — — — 2
A. Tetanus 1 —
8. Bronchitis —
6. Pneumonia . . . —
7. Other Causes

B .— Over 1 W eek  and under 1 Year.

1. Prematurity __ — 1 1 — — — — — — — — — — —
2. Debility 2 — 1 -- . 6 1 1 3 1 2 5 2 2 — — 1
3. Convulsions 1 1 — -- - 3 1 4 2 — — —- 1 — — —
4. Diarrhoea 
8. Enteritis 1 1 3 _
6. Tetanus —
7. Bronchitis — . — — — — .— — — — — — — — — —
8. - Pneumonia __ — 3 2 — — 1 — — — i . --- — — — —
9. Syphilis 

10. Other Causes 2 3 1 1 — — — 1 — — — 1 — — —

II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 24 27 140 135 20 13 14 3 7 11 19 12 7 6 3 9

1. Plague _ __ __ __ ‘ __ — — — __ — — — — __ — —
2. Smallpox
3. Chickenpox
4. Measles — — — --- — — — — — — — — — — — --.
8. Influenza 6 7 1 — — — — — 1 2 — — 1 — ---.
6. Enteric Fever — — 11 6 — — 1 — — — 2 — — — — —
7. Malaria and Malaria] Cachexia __ — 6 — — — — — --- — — — 1 __ 1 —
8. Cholera ._ —
9. Diarrhoea 2 — — 2 1 — 1 — — — — __ — __. __ —

10. Enteritis _ 3 13 16 1 1 1 --7 — 1 1 2 __ ___. 1
11. Dysentery . .
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

— 1 8 7 — I — — — 3 — — —

denalis — •--- 1 9 — — — — — — — __ — — __
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal

Parasites . .  ' 1 — 1 1 2 — 1 — __ — 1 _ _ _ 2
14. Cancer — 4 6 — — — — __ __ __ . .
15. Phthisis . .  . . 4 3 15 12 1 2 2 — — — __ 1 . l _
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases 117. Anaemia — — — — — — — — __ __ __ 1 1
18. Diabetes Mellitus — ---- — 2 — 1 — — - - __ 1 1 1
19 Paralysis 2 2 2 — — — — — 1 1 _ 1
20. Convulsions — — — — — —- 1 ---- __ — __ ___
21. Tetanus
22. Heart Disease . 3

2 3 2
— —- —

1
—

2 x 1
— — —

23. Bronchitis 2 — 5 1 1 1 __ _ 1
24. Pneumonia
25. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

4 2 32 16 3 3 1 2 2 i 3 — i — —
System .. 1 — 1 1 1 — _

26. Bright’s Disease and.Nephritis 2 1 4 4 2 1 _ - _ 1 127. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — — 8 _ _ _ _ " 1
28. Puerperal Septicaemia — 2 — 7 _ _ __ 1 x 129. Accidents of Childbirth
30. Accidents and Negligence __ 2

3
11
2

— —
1

— •V — — i —
31. Homicide — — 5 . ‘ ““ — 1 --- —
32. Suicide — _ 1 _ — — — — —
33. Execution — __ 4 — — — — — —
34. All Other Causes 4 22 21 6 4 — 4 5 6 3 4 1 2
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Table V.__Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of November 1929, in each Ward and of

each Race in the City, of Colombo—continued.

Causes of Death.

Wards. Deaths among all Races.

W
el

la
w

at
ta

So
ut

h.

Eu
ro

pe
an

s. 
<

v e
JB
S’ '’ m Si

nh
al

es
e.

JS•pH

. H M
oo

rs
.

M
al

ay
s.

| 
O

th
er

s.

M
33

faCO
1

' M •
35

,P
36

M
37

F
38,

M
39

F
40

M
41

F
42

M
43

F
44

M
45

F
46

M
47

F
48

All Causes • • 8 2 3 i 10 n 190 202 94 60 54 55 10 9 22 2

1.—Infantile Mortality , 1 1 4 3 35 31 14 19 16 11 3 5 . 4 —•

A .— One W eek and under.

1. Prematurity — — — — — --- 10 11 i 2 — 1 — — 1 —
2. Debility =-- - - — — 1 5 3 2 3 4 2 — — — —
3. Convulsions — — 1 — — 1 — --- . — — — — 1 —
4. Tetanus 1
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
7. Other Causes — , --- ~— — — 1 2 — 1 — — - -- — — —

B .— Over 1 W eek and under 1 Year. 1
1. Prematurity — — — — — — 1 1 — 1 _ 1 — 1 — —
2m Debility — — — — 2 1 5 6 8 5 6 • 2 3 2 — —
3. Convulsions 1 — — — — 1 6 4 — 1 3 1 — — 1 —
4. Diarrhoea
5. Enteritis • --- — — ---! 1 1 1 1 — 1 — — — 1 — —

7.
xetauus . ■ 
Bronchitis ___

8. Pneumonia .. — — — — — — 4 3 1 2 — — — 1 1 __
9. Syphilis

10. Other Causes — —- 1 1 3 3 4 — — — —

II.--General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 7 2 2 1 6 8 155 171 80 41 38 44 7 4 18 2

1. Plague ♦
9. Smallpox — — — — — — — — — — --. — — — — _
3. Chicken pox , — — — — — — — — — — __ __ — — __ ' __
4. Measles
5. Influenza — — — — — — 3 4 6 4 3 7 3 __ 1 __
6. Enterio Fever 1 — — — 1 — 11 6 1 1 ____ ‘ 3
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia — — __ __ — — 6 __ 2 __ 1 - __ ____ _ _ _

8. Cholera
9. Diarrhoea — — — — — --, 1 5 1 2 2 2 _ __ _ ,

10. Enteritis 1 — __ 1 2 13 18 3 5 3 4 ____ ___ . ___

11. Dysentery 1 . --- __ __ 1 — 9 8 3 __ 2 1 _ 1 _
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis .. — 1 — — — --- . 1 8 __ 2 ___ __ __ __ __ —
13 Diseases due to other Intestinal Para-

sites — — ____ — • ------- ____ 5 3 1 1 ____ _ _ _ ___ ____ __ ..

14. Cancer — 1 ____ ____ ___ 2 4 4 1 1
15. Phthisis — 1 — ____ 1 — ___ 17 17 6 2 2 5 1 1 2 i

16. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia ___ ____ ____ ____ ___ 1 _ _ _ 1

___ , ____ _ _

18. Diabetes Mellitus ____ ____ ____ ____ 1 1 2 1 1 ____ ____ ____ .

19. Paralysis — — ____ ____ ___ 1 3 4 2 3 1 . ____ _ ' ___.

20. Convulsions 1 ____ ___ ____ ___ 1 1 3 _ _ ___ _ _ .

21. Tetanus • ____ ____ ____ ____ ___ — 2 1 2 ____

22. Heart Disease 1 ____ ____ ___ 1 ___ 6 4 2 1 1 1 ___ .

23. Bronchitis ____ ____ ____ ____ _ 3 2 5 1 2 1 ____ ____

24. Pneumonia ___ ____ ____ ____ 1 ___  , 19 23 15 4 5 3 1 8 _ _

25. Other Diseases of the Respiratory 1
System ___ ____ ___ ____ ___ ____ 1 ___ . _ i 2 ____ 1 ____ ____

26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis ____ ____ ___ ___ ___ ____ 5 3 2 2 3 4 - 1 ___

27. Puerperal Eclampsia . . ____ ____ ____ ____ ___ ___ ____ 7 i 1 ____ _ _ __ _

28. Puerperal Septicaemia _ _ _ _ _ _ — 8 . 3 ____ 3 ____ ___ ____ _ _

29. Accidents of Childbirth _ _ _ — _ ___ ____ 9 . 1 4 ____ ____ - _
30. Accidents and Negligenct _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 1 4 1 ___ ___ _ _ _
31. Homicide ____ ____ ___ , . ____ t -------- 2 — 3 . j ___ 1 ' ___ .

32. Suicide . g .. ____ — — ____ ____ — ___ 2 _
1 ____ -

33. Execution
34 All Other Catises 2 2 1 1

i
33 32

1
i , 7 6 8 1 1 1 l

A. 0 . RICHARDS, ACTING GOVERNMENT PRINTER, COLOMBO, CEYLON.


