
SUPPLEMENT TO THE

No. 7,769 — FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 1930,

V I T A L  S T A T IS T IC S  O F  T O W N S  IN  C E Y L O N  F O R  T H E  

M O N T H  O t 1 J A N U A R Y , 1 9 3 0 .

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
■“•Th is report deals with the vital statistics of the 35 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 31-36 

o f the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.
Marriages.

2. The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns was 380 (327 General, 2 Kandyan, and 51 Muslim), 
as against 382 in the preceding month, and 493 in the corresponding month of last year.

Births.
3. The births registered numbered 2,154 (1,092 males and 1,062 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate 

o f 37-9 per 1,000 of the population, as against 34-1 in the preceding month, 42- 4 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 38-5 the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate exclusive of Lunugala where no births were 
registered ranged from 10'3 in Teldeniya to 85" 3 in Kegalla. There were 1,842 births of children whose mothers were 
residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 32 • 9, as against 28 • 2 in the preceding month and 37 • 0 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 833 (419 males and 414 females), and were equivalent to 
an annual rate of 36-2, as against 32- 0 in the preceding month, 39- 6 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33-3 
the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged 
from 14- 3 in Maradana South to 35- 4 in Wellawatta South. There were 667 births of children whose mothers were residents 
o f the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 29*0, as against 25* 3 in the preceding month and 33*5 in the corresponding . 
month of last year.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 2,298 (1,214 males and 1,084 females), and were 

equivalent to  an annual rate of 41 * 0, as against 39* 8 in the preceding month and 45* 6 in the corresponding month of last 
year. There were 1,687 deaths of residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 32*6, as against 
31 • 9 in the preceding month, 37 * 8 in the corresponding month of last year, and 34 • 5 the average for the corresponding 
months since 1920. The standardized death rate ranged from 9* 2 in Hatton-Dikoya to 76*2 in Puttalam.

6. In  the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 760 (413 males and 347 females), and were.equivalent to  
an annual rate of 33* 1, as against 34* 8 in the preceding month and 37* 0 in the corresponding month of last year. There 
were 571 deaths of residents of the city, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 28*6, as against 29* 7 in the 
preceding month, 34* 1 in the corresponding month of last year, and 34* 2 the average for the corresponding months since 
1920. The death rate of residents, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 28* 6 in San Sebastian to 9* 8 
in  Kollupitiya.

7. The stiUbirths registered during the month numbered 192 (99 males and 93 females), as against 173 in the preced­
ing month and 181 in the corresponding month of last year. 6 1
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Infantile Mortality.
8. The deaths of children under one year of age numbered 460, and corresponded to a rate of 246 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended January, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only, 
the rate was 214, as against 240 in the preceding month, 230 in the corresponding month of last year, and 243 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1920. There were 418 deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers were 
residents of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 227, as against 217 in the preceding month and 242 in the corres­
ponding month of last year.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year of age numbered 159, and corresponded to a rate 
of 218 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve monthsended January, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered during 
the month only, the rate was 191, as against 201 in the preceding month, 198 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 232 the average for the corresponding months since 1920. There were 145 deaths of children under one year of age 
whose mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 217, as against 212 in the preceding month 
and 209 in the corresponding month of last year.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from P n eu m o n ia , to which 14 per cent, of the total deaths were due. M a la r ia  and  

M a la ria l C a ch ex ia  caused 8 percent.; D eb ility  (of children under one year of age) caused 7 per cen t.; S e n ili ty , 6 per cen t.; 
D ysen tery  and Convalsion-s, each 5 per cent.; P h th is is , E n te r i t is , D is e a s e s  and  A cc id en ts  o f  C h ildbirth , A n ch y lo s to m ia s is ,  
each 4 per cen t.; P r em a tu r ity , B r ig h t's  D isea se  a n d  N e p h r it is , D ia rrh o ea , and In flu en za , each 3 per cen t.; D is e a s e s  d ue to  
In testin a l P a r a s ite s  other than A n ch y lo s tom ia s is , B ro n ch itis , and E n te r ic  F e v e r , each 2 per cent.; P a r a ly s is , H e a r t  D isea se , 
T etanus, C a n cer , C erebral H a em orrh a g e , and D ia b etes  M e ll itu s , each 1 per cent.

11; In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from P n e u m o n ia , to  which 12 per cent, of the total deaths were due. 
E n teritis caused 9 per cent. ; P h th is is , 7 per cent. ; S e n ili ty  and D e b ili ty  (of children under one year of age), each 6 per 
cent.; In flu en z a  and D is e a s e s  an d  A cc id en ts  o f  C h ildbirth , each 5 per cen t.; C on vu ls ion s  and P r em a tu r ity , each 4 per cent. ; 
H ea rt D isea se , M a la r ia  a n d  M a la r ia l  C a ch exia , A n ch y lo s to m ia s is , B r ig h t's  D isea se  a n d  N e p h r it is , and B ro n ch itis , each 3 per 
cent.; D y sen tery  and E n te r ic  F e v e r , each. 2 per cen t.; D ia rrh o ea , T e ta n u s , P a ra ly s is , D is ea ses  d u e  to  In te s t in a l  P a ra s ites  
other than A n ch y lo s to m ia s is , A cc id en ts  an d  N eg lig en ce , D ia b etes  M e llitu s , C a n cer, and H o m ic id e , each 1 per cent.

12. Three deaths from P la g u e  were registered (in Colombo), as against nil in the previous month and 3 deaths in 
the corresponding month of last year.

13. In fe c t io u s  D isea ses  rep orted .— The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was ChicTcenpox, of which 
146 cases were reported (114 in Colombo, 9inMoratuwa, 7 in N egom bo); D y sen tery  followed with 116 cases (45 in Colombo, 
24 in Vavuniya, 15 in K egalla); P h th is is  102 (90 in Colombo, 4 in Galle); E n ter itis  72 (36 in Colombo, 15 in Galle); M u m p s  
33 (10 in Colombo, 5 each in Panadure, Kandy, and Galle); C on tin u ed  F e v e r  28 (19 in Colombo, 6 in G alle); W h o o p in g  
C ough  12 (10 in Colombo, 2 in Panadure) ; M ea s le s  10 (6 in Colombo, 2 in Negom bo); D ip h th er ia  4 (3 in Colombo, 1 in 
Panadure) ; P la g u e  4 (in Colombo) ; D ia rrh oea  2 (1 each in Colombo and Galle); and S m a llp o x  1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.
14. R a in fa ll .— Mullaittivurecorded the highest rainfall (18- 73 in). In other towns rainfall ranged from 16- 89 in. 

in Jaffna to 0 - 77 of an inch in Matara. Colombo recorded 5' 75 in.
15. M e a n  T em p era tu re .— T h e  mean temperature varied from 80-6° in Ratnapura to 56-8° in Nuwara Eliya, 

and was 79'0° in Colombo.
Appendix.

16. For detailed statistics see Tables I., II., and III., for all towns, and Tables IV. and V. for the city of Colombo.
Registrar-General’s Office, G. Fukse R obebts,

Colombo, March 5, 1930. Registrar-General.
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CO p- 94 © © 94 © Tji pH pH 94 Ĥ © © © pH © pH © © pH pH pH © pH
10 1

© © F« pH 94 pH 94 © MlpH I © © © pH pH
tt

■earn ® S3
s

CJ © CO © »—i rH © © 94 94 Ml
pH © «!> © ©  © j pH pH 94 pH © © pH Ml © © © © pH © © pH pH © Ml pH © rH pH 94 pH © 10 F-pH I © © © rH pH

■mox t- j 38
0 © H CO tO r-i pH Ml 94

ph v* ©
- ' l l

© 94 © Ml pH © © 94 , , 
”  1 1

© pH ©
1 1 r  i
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Table II.—Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their corresponding Rates for January 1930,

Births.* Birth Bate. Deaths. Death Bate 
(Standardized). Infant Mortality.

Bate per
Principal Towns. Average Number 1,000CD 0Q January, CD© CD January, for registered Births

'eg o 1930. CD § 1930. Jauuary, during registered
"c8 a e *3 | 8 1920- January, during
a £ £ s £ 1929,-f- 1930. January,

1930.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

All 35 Towns 923 919 1,842 32-9 862 825 1,687 32-6 84-5 418 227

W estern.

Colombo 327 340 667 29 0 302 269 571 28-6 34-2 145 217Negombo 53 44 97 38-6 32 36 68 27-7 32-6 20 206Moratuwa 57 46 103 26-5 54 55 109 28-5 33-7 22 214Kalutara 21 15 36 299 25 22 47 38-9 31-9 7 194Panadure • 16 16 32 32-1 12 12 24 25-6 320 5 156

C en tra l.

Kandy 48 46 94 314 47 30 77 28-2 30-3 17 181Teldeniya — 1 1 10-3 — — --  . —t —t _
■Gampola 15 11 26 44-3 5 8 13 22-9 27-9 4 154Nawalapitiya 9 11 20 59-9 4 6 10 32-5 27-9 1 50Hatton-Dikoya 5 8 13 50-7 .1 1 2 9-2 337 1 77Matale 20 22 42 53-9 23 29 52 71-3 35-8 10 238Nuwara Eliya , 16 15 31 42-3 10 13 23 34-6 260 8 258

S o u th ern .

•Galle 69 94 163 48-1 43 65 108 31-2 310 28 172Ambalangoda 3 3 6 16-3 4 2 6 16-2 —t 1 167Matara 30 34 64 43-6 34 21 55 36-8 29-6 10 166Weligama 14 11 25 309 4 11 15 17-2 191 1 40Hambantota 4 9 13 49-8 • 7 6 13 49-5 38-8 3 231Tangalla 8 10 18 41-9 13 15 28 64-7 27-7 9 500

N o rth ern ,

Jaffna . .. 60 60 110 29-2 67 84 151 41-5 40-5 35 318Mannar 4 4 8 250 8 9 17 54-1 45-4 4 500Mullaittivu 1 1 2 13-5 3 2 5 35-2 44-2 2Vavuniya 1 — 1 11-0 1 4 5 64-2 56-8 2 —

E a ste r n . -

Batticaloa 14 10 24 25-8 18 15 33 370 33-4 8 333Kalmunai --- . 5 5 22-4 4 4 8 361 —J 3 600Trincomalee 19 7 26 30-7 13 9 22 271 40-9 8 308

N o rth -W estern .

Kurunegala 17 18 35 344 27 19 46 52-5 39-6 15 429Puttalam 19 12 31 46-3 27 20 47 76*2 64-8 11 355Kalpitiya 2 4 6 435 1 4 5 41-6 — t47-6
2 333Ohilaw 22 17 39 57-6 13 12 25 42-5 12 308

N o rth -C en tra l.

Anuradhapura 7 14 21 22-6 22 9 31 39-7 85-9 6 286

O v a .

Badulla
Lunugala 17 13 30 370 11

1
7 18

1
22-6
24-7

35-1—l
3 100

S ab aragam uw a.

Ratnapura
Kegalla 17

5
17
8

34
13

50*2
■?

15 17 32 51-5 350 9 265
Rambukkana 3 3 6 23-5 7 4

9
11

29-6
- t

241
- t

2
4

154
667

+ T1 ,  u T  whosf  “ Others were residents of the townsT Deaths of children under one year of ao-e w>msa» owns-t Figures not available. Y a§ whose “ others were residents of the towns.
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Table V.-—Causes o l D eaths
( 10 )

u the Month of January 1930, in  each Ward and of Race in  the City o i Colombo.

Causes of Death.

A ll C auses

L —Infantile Mortality

A.—One Week and under.
1 . Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Tetanus . .
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia
7. Other Causes

B.—'-0>er 1 Week end under J Year.
1. Prematurity . . .
2. Debility . .
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
5. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
7. Bronchitis
8. Pneumonia
9. Syphilis

10. Other Causes

11. —General Mortality ( t Year and Over) ..

1. Plague
2. Smallpox
3. Ohickenpox
4. Measles 
6. Influenza
6. Enteric Sever
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia
8. Cholera
9. Diarrhoea 

10. Enteritis 
H . Dysentery
12. Anchylos tomiasis or Dochtmus Duo

denalis . . .
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal Para

rites
14. Dancer
15. Phthisis . .
18. Other Tuberculous Diseases
17. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus
19. Paralysis
20. Convulsions
21. Tetanus
22. Heart Disease
23. Bronchitis
24. Pneumonia . * | j
26. Other Diseases o ! the Respiratory 

System . .  J
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis2" 'PllAmoWal ■p-l ---- -------rvw> , «
28. Puerperal Septicaemia
29. Accidents o f Childbirth
30. Accidents and Negligence
31. Homicide
32. Suicide
33. Execution
34. All Othei Causes

City of Colombo.
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i  2 deaths each from Influenza and Starvation and 1 catch from  Nephritis with Tetany, Rickets, Spina Bifida 

phal Ufl, Dyspepsia, General Tuberculosis, Imperforate Anus, and Sloughing Umblious Septicaemia.
H Here are included 20 deaths from Senility.
^  Here are included 23 deaths from Senility,

and Hydroce-
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of January 1930, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.
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All Causes 18 13 188 138 22 33 13 12 16 7 24 £7 10 13

i!,—Infantile Mortality 4 5 25 17 5 14 6 2 1 1 7 4 2 2

A . — O n e W e e k  a n d  u n d er.
»

1. Prematurity .. — — 7 6
2. Debility 1 — 3 2 2 1 1 — — — — 2 1 —
3. Convulsions .. * — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
4. Tetanus .. .. — — . --- — — — — — — — — —
5. Bronchitis — — — — — — — — — — — — —
‘6. Pneumonia -7. Other Causes — 3 —

B .— O ver 1  W eek  a n d  u n d e r  1  T e a r .

1. Prematurity .. .. — .-- 1 2 — — — — — — _ _
2. Debility • . . — 2 2 1 1 2 2 — 1 1 1 — 1 —
:3. Convulsions — 1 --- — 1 6 — 1 — — 3 1 — 1
4. Diarrhoea — — — — — — 1 ---- — — — — — —
6. Enteritis .. 1 2 3 — — 2 — 1 — — 1 — — —
6. Tetanus
7. Bronchitis 1 — — — 1 — — — — — — — —
-8. Pneumonia —r — 4 1 1 2 1 — — — 1 — — 1
9. Syphilis .. .. — — 1 — — 1 — — — — '-- — —

10. Other Causes i 1 5 — 1 1 — —

;il.—General Mortality {1 Year and Over) 14 8 163 121 17 19 7 10 18. 6 17 23 8 11
1. Plague — — 2 — — — — — — — ■— — — —
2. Smallpox .. — — — —r — — — — — — — ■--
3. Ohickenpox .. --- — — — — — — — — — — — — —
4. Measles .. — -r- — — — — — — — --: — — — —
6. Influenza .. • • 4 2 2 T~ — —. --  ’ — — — 1 2 — 1
45. Enteric Fever — — 10 5 — — — — — — —- — 2 —
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 1 — 7 7 — i 1 1 — 1 — — — —
8. Cholera .. — — --- — --- — — — —— — — _ — _
9. Diarrhoea .. „-- — — — --- —T 2 — — — — __ _ _

10. Enteritis 2 — 12 13 — 7 — 1 1 2 1 1 — ---
11. Dysentery — — 8 1 — — — — 3 -tt 1 — ---. •--
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo-

denalis — — 11 9 1 — — — — — — — --- . 1
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal

Parasites • - — 1 —" . T— 2 — 1 — — 1 — _ ' __ _
44. Cancer .-- — 4 1 — — — — — — — 1 . _ ■_
15. Phthisis — 1 23 6j — — — — 4 — — 2
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases — — — 3 — — — •--- — — — __ . _
17. Anaemia .. .. — — *7— — — --  . — — — __ 1 ._
18. Diabetes Mellitus — — 1 f - 1 — — — - __ __ 1
19 Paralysis — — --‘ 2 — — — — .-- — _ _ . ■ -
20. Convulsions .. 1 — — "!— — — 1 1 .-- _ 1 2
21. Tetanus — — 4 2 — — — — __ __ • 122. Heart Disease — 1 2 5 — 1 — — __ . 4 3 1
23. Bronchitis T — 2 4 3 1 — 1 1 1
24. Pneumonia 2 — 30 17 2 3 ._ 1 1 3 126. Other Diseases of the Respiratory

System • • —• — T— 1 — — _ _
26. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis .. — — 7 5 2 —r _
27. Puerperal Eclampsia .. .. — — — 4 _ _ _ 2
28. Puerperal Septicaemia — 2 — 7 _ _ 1 .—
29. Accidents of Childbirth — — — Jtl _ 2 4 r—
30. Accidents and Negligence — — 6 1 _ 1 *—r r-r
31. Homicide ' — — 3 _ _ — —r .
32. Suicide — — 1 — — — —
33. Execution — __ _ 2 1 — —“ 1 '34. All Other Causes .. .. 4 1 28 17
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A ll C auses 8 6 2 1 1 4 1 0 22 2 227 9 2 57 5 0 3 9 9 10 24 3

I .— In fa n tile  m o rta lity 3 4 1 1 56 4 6 1 2 14 1 0 1 2 3 2 1 1

A .— One Week and under. *
-

1 . P re m a tu r ity  . . 1 1 _ _ — — — 11 7 — 1 1 — 1 — — —
2 . D e b ility . • — — — — — — 6 5 3 3 2 ----- --- - — --- -
3 . C o n v u ls io n s , , — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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2 9 . A c c id e n ts  o f  C h ild b irth n  __ 1 ,__ - __ .... __ 11 3 — — ■ —

13 0 . A c c id e n ts  a n d  N eg ligen ce  ' j  —_ 1 __ . 3 1 2 — 1 —- ----
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