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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON FOR THE
' MONTH OF JANUARY, 1930. ‘

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

«THIS report deals with the vital statistics of the 35 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 31-36
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895. : ; S o e

Marriages. . -

- 2. 'The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns was 380.(327 General, 2 Ka)ndyan, -and 51 Muslh),
as ag_ainst 382 in the preceding month, and 493 in the corresponding month of last year. S ‘

. Births.

3. The births registered numbered 2,154 (1,092 males and 1,062 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate .-
of 37-9 per 1,000 of the population, as against 34- 1 in the preceding month, 42-4 in the corresponding month of last year,. -
and 38-5 the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate exclusive of Lunugala where no births were-
registered ranged from 103 in Teldeniya to 85-3 in Kegalla. There were 1,842 births of children whose mothers were.
residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual rate of 32-9, as against 28-2 in the preceding month and 37 0 in the
corresponding month of last year. ) ’ : X

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 833 (419 males and 414 females), and were equivalent'to .
an annual rate of 36- 2, as against 32-0 in the preceding month, 39°6 in the corresponding month of last year, and 33-3
the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged
from I4- 3 in Maradana South to 35- 4 in Wellawatta South. There were 667 births of children whose mothers were residents -
of the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 29-0, as against 25°3 in the preceding month and 33- 5 in the corresponding
month. of last year. : : , . . C S s
’ Deaths.

5. The total deaths registered during ‘the mpnth :numbex_'ed 2,298 (1,214 males and 1,084 females), and were - -
equivalent-to an annual rate of 41-0, as against 39- 8 in the prqcedmg month and 45+ 6 in the corresponding month of lagt . -
year. There were 1,687 deaths of residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 32- 6, as a.gainét‘
319 in the preceding month, 378 in the cofresponding month of last year, and 34-5 the average for the corresponding
months since 1920. The standardized death rate ranged from 9-2 in Hatton-Dikoya to 76* 2 in Puttalam. : )

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 760 (413 males and 347 females ,» and were equi 3 -
an annual rate of 33-1; as against 34- 8 in'the preceding month and 370 in the corresponding mo)nth of last‘y%a}r‘.’a]eTlgezg” .
. were 571 deaths of residents of the city, vghlch corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 28- 6, as agaixisf; 297 in the -
preceding month, 34* 1 in the corresponding month of last year, and 34- 2 the average for the corresponding months since
1920. The death rate of residents, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 28+6 in San Sebastian t0 98,
in Kollupitiya. : . : ' . o

7. The stillbirths registered. during the month numbered 192

: . (99 males and 93 females), : . N
ing month and 181 in the corresponding month of last year. , -vgtema, es), as &gallnst 173 in the preced-~

1)



(2)

Infantile Mortality.

The deaths of children under one year of age numbered. 460, and corresponded to a rate of 246 per 1,000 births
regxstered during the twelve months ended January, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered during the month only,
the rate was 214, as against 240 in the preceding month, 230 in the corresponding month of last year, and 243 the average
for the corresponding months since 1920. There were 418 deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers were

residents of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 227, as against 217 in the preceding month and 242’in the corres-
ponding month of last year.

. 9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year of age numbered 159, and corresponded to a rate

of 218 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve monthsended January, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered during
the month only, the rate was 191, as against 201 in the preceding month, 198 in the corresponding month of last year,
and 232 the average for the correspondlng months since 1920. There were 145 deaths of children under one year of age

whose mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 217, as against 212 in the preceding month
and 209 in the corresponding month of last year.

Causes of Death.

10. The highest mortality wa,s from Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent. of the total dea,ths were due. Malaric and
Malarial Cachexia caused 8 per cent. ; Debility (of children under one year of age) caused 7 per cent. ; Senility, 6 per cent. ;
Dysentery and Convalsions, each 5 per cent. ; Phthisis, Enteritis, Diseases and Accidents of Ch'bldb'lxrth Anchylostomiasis,
each 4 per cent. ; Prematurity, Bright’s Dwease and Nephritis, Diarrhoea, and Influenza, each 3 per cent. ; Diseases due to
Intestinal Parasites other than Anchylostomiasis, Bronchitis, and Enteric Fever, each 2 per cent.. H Pa/ralyszs, Heart Disease,
Tetanus, Cancer, Cerebral Haemorrhage, and Diabetes Mellitus, each 1 per cent.

11: In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 12 per cent. of the tota.l deaths were due.
Ente nm caused 9 per cent. ; Phthisis, 7 per cent.; Senility and Debzhty (of children under one year of age), each 6 pe1
cent. ; Influenza and Diseases and Accidents of Childbirth, each 5 per cent. ; Conwvulsions and Prematurity, each 4 per cent.
H eart Disease; Malaria and Malarial Cachexia, Anchylostomiasis, Bright’s Dzsea,se and Nephritis, and Bronchitis, each 3 per
cent. ; Dysentery and Enteric Fever, each.2 per cent. ; Diarrhoea, Tetanus, Paralysis, Diseases due to Intestinal Parasites
other tha,n Anchylostomiasis, Accidents and Negligence, Diabetes Mellitus, Cancer, and Homicide, each 1 per cent.

12. Three deaths from Plague were registered (in Colombo), as against nil in the previous month and 3 deaths in
the corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was O’hwlaenpox, of which
146 cases were reported (114 in Colombo, 9 in Moratuwa, 7 in Negombo) ; Dysentery followed with 116 cases (45 in Colombo,
24 in Vavuniya, 15 in Kegalla) ; Phthisis 102 (90 in Colombo, 4 in Galle) ; Enteritis 72 (36 in Colombo, 15in Galle) ; Mumps
33 (10 in Colombo, 5 each in Panadure, Kandy, and Galle) ; Continued Fever 28 (19 in Colombo, 6 in Galle) ; Whoopmg
Cough 12 (10 in Colombo, 2 in Panadure); Measles 10 (6 in Colombo, 2 in Negombo) ; Diphtheria 4 (3 in Colombo, 1 in
Panadure) ; Plague 4 (in Colombo) ; Diarrhoea 2 (1 each in Colombo and Galle) ; and Smallpox 1 (in Colombo).

Meteorology.

14. Rainfall.—Mullaittivu recorded the highest rainfall (1873 in).

In other towns rainfall ranged from 16-89 in.
in Jaffna to 0- 77 of an inch in Matara. Colombo recorded 575 in.

15. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 80-6° in R.a,tna,pura to 56-8° in Nuwara Eliya,
and was 79-0° in Colombo.

. Appendix.
16. For detailed statistics see Tables I, IL., and II1,, for all towns, and Tables IV. and V. for the city of Colombo.

Registrar-General’s Office,

= G. Furse ROBERTS,
Colombo, March 5, 1930. " Registrar-General.
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| ) .
Table IT.—Births, Deaths, and Infant Mortality of Rf;sidents with their corresponding Rates for January 1930.

: . Death Rate y :
Births.* Birth Rate. Deaths. (Standardized). Infant Mo:l'ﬁa.hty.
. Rate per
Principal Towns. ) ) Average Number l.,000
rinoipat 7o @ % | January, 2 @ January, for registered Births
% ] g 1930. @ | 8 1930. Jauuary, | during | registered
= g E 3 g 8 : 1920- | January, | during
s & & S = & 1929.1 | 1930 Jainua,ry,
. 930.
1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
All 35 Towns 923 | 919 (1,842 32°9 862 | 825 | 1,687 32:6 845 418 227
Western.
‘Colombo 327 | 340 | 667 2901 302 | 269 571 286 34-2 145 217
Negombo 53 44 97 386 32 36 68 27-7 32'6 20 206
Moratawa 57 46 103 26°5 54 55 109 28°5 33-7 22 214
Kalutara 21 16 36 29-9 25 22 47 389 31-9 7 194
Panadure - 16 16 32 32°1 12 12 24 256 32-0 5 156
Central.
Kandy 48 16 94 31-4 47 30 77 28°2 . 30-3 17 181
Teldeniya — 1 1 10-3| — — — — —i — —
Gampola 15 11 26 44-3 5 8 13 22-9 27-9 4 154
Nawalapitiye 9 11 20 599 4 6 10 325 27-9 1 50
Hatton:-Dikoya 51 8 13 507 1 1 2 9°2 337 1 77
Matale 20 22 42 539 23 29 52 71-3 358 10 238
‘Nuwara Eliya , 16 15 31 423 10 13 23 34:6 260 8 258
- Southern.
Galle 69 94 163 481 43 65 108 31-2 31'0 28 172
Ambalangoda 3 3 6 16-3 4 2 6 16-2 —i 1 167
Matara 30 34| 64 436 34 21 56 36°8 296 10 156
Weligama . 14 11 25 30°9 4 11} 15 17-2 19-1 1 40
Hambantots - 4 9 13 49-8 7 6 13 49°5 38-8 3 231
‘Tangalla 8 10 18 41-9 13 15 28 647 27-7 9 500
Northern,
Jafina 60 50 | 110 29-2 67 84| 151 415 405 -35 318
Mannar 4 4 8 250 8 9 17 54-1 45-4 4 500
Mullaittiva 1 1 2 135 3 2 5 35°2 44-2 2 -—
Vavuniya Iy — 1 11-0 1 4 5 64-2 56-8 2 —
Eastern. N
Batticaloa 14 10 24 25-8 18 15 33 37°0 33:4 8 333
Kalmunai — 5 5 22-4 4 -4 8 36-1 —t 3 600
Trincomalee 19 7 26 307 13 9 22 271 © 40 9 8 308
North-Western,
Kuranegala 17 18 35 344 27 19 46 525 39-6 15 429
Puttalam 19 12 31 463 27 20 47 762 64-8 1L 356
Kalpitiya 2 4 6 435 1 4 5 416 —t 2 333
ilaw 22 17 39 576 13 12 25 425 47°6 12 308
North-Central,
Anuradhapura 7 14 21 225 22 9 31 397 85-9 6 286
Uva.
Badulla 17 13| 30 3770 1 7| 18 226 3
. 51 3 100
Lunugala — 1 — — — 1] — ]_ 247 —t — —
Sabaragamuwa,
Ratn .
gamgpe TONLR B3 3 w8 ms| ws| p  om
. 4
bukkana 3 3 6 235 7 4 11 _1 ——:t 1 667
* Births of infants whose mothe

1 Dgaths of children under one
t Figures net available,

138 were residents of the towns,
year of age whose mothers were residents of the towns.
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Table V.—Canses of Deaths by Sex registerod during the Monih of January 1930, in each Ward and of .-

.. . . . eachRacein the City of Colombo,
Wards.
2
Coveos of Do City of Colombeo. K P -
wsos of Death, o g 3 g
' ~ B8l ¢ | 3| 2 | B B4
[ A u 3 g
% 3 o 22 48
o ﬁ 4+ & -7
= @ ] Q ¥
———
M ¥ Total. { % (7 (M | 7| m[ ¥ M[P | M} F M P
1 2 3 4 66 |7 (8 |9|10!11 1211314115 16
Al Causes .d 4138 347 760 ) —| &) 184122117/ 14/ 15/ 19 —3;-
L—~Infantile Mortalfy .. ol 8 8| 8 f |~~~ 9| 7| 5| 4| 48| 0| 1
A.—One Week and under,
1. Promaturity . . 18 81 2 === V=] if 1| alat_l_
2. Debility . S 8 B === 2] 1] 1120 1{ ]
3. Convulsions . .. P — - — === == = — = —
4. Tetanus . — — — === === =]
5. Bronchitis . - - - — === === -] -
€. Pneumonia o f - — I Saalt Rl el el B B B e e o
7. Other Cauges - .e . #* — AN Bl et el Bl R IR Sy Gy [ U SO S
 B~{er 1 Week and under 7 Year.
1. Prematurity I . 3 3 G | —|— ===l == 1| = |
2, Debility . . 15 12 2 b——|—|—=! 2 1] 2}1—={—1{1 3 4
3. COonvulsions .. 4 8 16 | —l—|—=|=] 1]~ 1{—=1 1] 3] 1
4. Diarrhooa . . 1 — B Rl ot Bl Dl Bl e el o oy Uiy [y P
5. Enteritis J o7 1 8 | =) ===} 8|=] 1{~|<! 2| 2
6. Tetgnus - -~ - PO S Bl B Bl R S el el Sl el e B
7. Bronchitis .o . 2 1 3 t—l—l—1—) ;l=1—==]==]=1=
8. Pneumonia ae g 6 lg — == 1y | = =] 1
9. Syphilis - . R D DO D 2 D vl Bl Bhanl Bl Maed® el
19 O{ger Causes : . 9% g 20 | —|—1—]—=! 88— 1] 1{~i=] 1 2
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