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VITAL STATISTICS OF TOWNS IN CEYLON FOR THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1930.

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL.

T h is  report deals with the vital statistics of the 35 principal towns in the Island, proclaimed under sections 3 1 -3 6  
of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1895.

Marriages.
2. The number of marriages of residents in proclaimed towns was 465 (451 General, 4 Kandyan, and 10 Muslim), 

as against 380 in the preceding month and 528 in the corresponding month of last year.
Births.

3. The births registered numbered 1,905 (952 males and 953 females), and were equivalent to an annual rate of 
37‘ 7 per 1,000 of the population, as against 37-9 in the preceding month, 34'8 in the corresponding month of last year, 
and 34'6 the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate ranged from 14-9 in Kalmunai to 79'6 in 
Nawalapitiya. There were 1,619 births of children whose mothers were residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual 
rate of 32 • 0, as against 32 • 9 in the preceding month and 30 • 4 in the corresponding month of last year.

4. In the city of Colombo the births registered numbered 769 (391 males and 378 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 37 • 0, as against 36 • 2 in the preceding month, 32 ■ 4 in the corresponding month of last year, and 32 ■ 7 
the average for the corresponding months since 1920. The rate, exclusive of the Fort and the Pettah Wards, ranged from 
13'3 in San Sebastian to 32-6 in Wellawatta South. There were 625 births of children whose mothers were residents of 
the city, equivalent to an annual rate of 30 • 1, as against 29 • 0 in the preceding month and 27 • 0 in the corresponding month 
of last year.

Deaths.
5. The total deaths registered during the month numbered 1,871 (995 males and 876 females), and were equivalent 

to an annualrate of 37'0, as against 41-0 in the preceding month and 39'5 in the corresponding month of last year. There 
were 1,305 deaths of residents of the towns, equivalent to an annual standardized rate of 27'9, as against 32-6 in the 
preceding month, 31 • 2 in the corresponding month of last year, and 31 • 9 the average for the corresponding months since 
1920. The standardized death rate ranged from 5 ■ 0 in Kalmunai to 71 • 1 in Vavuniya.

6. In the city of Colombo the deaths registered numbered 624 (344 males and 280 females), and were equivalent 
to an annual rate of 30 • 1, as against 33 • 1 in the preceding month and 29 • 8 in the corresponding month of last year. There 
were 482 deaths of residents of the city, which corresponded to an annual standardized rate of 26 • 7, as against 28 ■ 6 in the 
preceding month, 25'7 in the corresponding month of last year, and 30 • 6 the average for the corresponding months since

The death rate of residents, exclusive of the Fort and Pettah Wards, ranged from 23’ 6 in St. Paul’s to 8 ‘4 in 
Kollupitiya.

7. The stillbirths registered during the month numbered 155 (79 males and 76 females), as against 191 in the 
preceding month and 154 in the corresponding month of last year.

( 1 )



( 2 )

Infant Mortality.
-8. The deaths of children under one year of age numbered 334, and corresponded to a rate of 197 per 1,000 births 

registered during the twelve months ended February, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered-during the month only, 
the rate was 175, as against 214 in the preceding month, 226 in the corresponding month of last year, and 224 the average 
for the corresponding months since 1920. There were 283 deaths of children under one year of age whose mothers were 
residents of the towns, which corresponded to a rate of 175, as against 227 in the preceding month and 233 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

9. In the city of Colombo the deaths of children under one year of age numbered 132, and corresponded to a rate 
of 198 per 1,000 births registered during the twelve months ended February, 1930. Reckoned on the births registered 
during the month only, the rate was 172, as against 191 in the preceding month, 203 in the corresponding month of last 
year, and 211 the average for the corresponding months since 1920. There were 109 deaths of children under one year of 
age whose mothers were residents of the city, which corresponded to a rate of 174, as against 217 in the preceding month 
and 211 in the corresponding month of last year.

Causes of Death.
10. The highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 14 per cent, of the total deaths were due. Malaria and 

Malarial Cachexia caused 7 per cent. ; Debility (of children under one year of age) and Senility, each 6 per cent. ; Phthisis 
and Enteritis, each 5 per cent. ; Dysentery, Bright's Disease and Nephritis, and Anchylostomiasis, each 4 per cent. ; Diseases 
and Accidents of Childbirth, Convulsions, Prematurity, Diarrhoea, Influenza, Enteric Fever, and Accidents and Negligence, 
each 3 per cent. ; Intestinal Parasites other than Anchylostomiasis, Paralysis, Heart Disease, and Bronchitis, each 2 per 
cent. ; Debility (over one year), Caneer, and Diabetes Mellitus, each 1 per cent.

11. In Colombo, too, the highest mortality was from Pneumonia, to which 14 per ceilt. of the total deaths were 
due. Enteritis caused 8 per cent. ; Phthisis, 7 per cent. ; Senility and Influenza, eash 6 per cent. ; Debility (of children 
under one year of age), 5 per cent. ; Prematurity, 4 per cent. ; Diseases and Accidents of Childbirth, Malaria and Malarial 
Cachexia, Heart Disease, Convulsions, and Anchylostomiasis, each 3 per cent. ; Bright's Disease and Nephritis, Dysentery, 
Cancer, Enteric Fever, Paralysis, Accidents and Negligence, and Bronchitis, each 2 per cent. ; Diarrhoea, Intestinal Parasites 
other than Anchylostomiasis, Cerebral Haemorrhage, and Diabetes Mellitus, each 1 per cent.

12. One death from Plague was registered (in Colombo), as against 3 deaths in the previous month and 4 in the 
corresponding month of last year.

13. Infectious Diseases reported.—The infectious disease most prevalent during the month was Chiclcenpox, of
which 178 cases were reported (124 in Colombo, 18 in Galle, 16 in Moratuwa). Enteric Fever followed with 83 cases (38 in 
Colombo, 12 in Galle), Phthisis 79 (53 in Colombo, 9 in Galle) ; Dysentery 68 (22 in Colombo, 14 in Kalutara, 6 in Kurune- 
gala); Continued Fever 26 (23 in Colombo, 2 in Galle) ; Mumps 21 (5 in Colombo, 10 in Kandy) ; Measles 17 (7 in Colombo, 
3 in Nawalapitiya) ; Whooping Cough 4 (in Colombo) ; Plague 3 (in Colombo), Diptheria 2 (1 each in Colombo and 
Moratuwa); and Smallpox 2 (in Colombo), .......... ........................ . . _ . _...............

Meteorology. *
14. Rainfall.—Weligama recorded the highest rainfall (9'00 in.) In other towns rainfall ranged from 5'84 in. 

in Ratnapura to 0 -05 of an inch in Vavuniya. Colombo recorded 1 • 97 in.
15. Mean Temperature.—The mean temperature varied from 81 ’ 9° in Ratnapura to 57'0° in Nuwara Eliya, and 

was 80'0° in Colombo.
Appendix.

16. For detailed statistics see Tables I., II., and III. for all towns, and Tables IV.and V. for the city of Colombo.

G. F u r s ® R o b e r t s ,
Registrar-General.

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, March 29, 1930.
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Table II.— Births, Dsaths, and Infant Mortality of Residents with their corresponding Rates for February, 1930.

- Births.* 1iirth Rate. Deaths. Death Rate 
(Standardized). ■ Infant Mortality.

1 t Rate per
Principal Towns. Average M umber 1,000CD 00 February, CD m February, for registered Births

eg S3o 1930. CD *C3 CSo 1930 February, during registered
*3 s £ *3 - s £ 1920- February, during
s (S % £ 1929. 1930. February,

1930.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12-

All 35 Towns 801 818 1,619 32 0 683 622 1,305 279 31-9 283 175

Western.

CJoloinbo 307 318 625 30-1 269 213 482 26 7 30 6 109 . 174
Negombo 43 32 75 33-1 27 32 59 26-6 30 0 9 .120
Moratuwa 62 51 113 32-1 40 42 82 23 8 31 3 17 150
Kalutara 20 23 43 - 39 6 19 21 40 36 6 26 3 8 186
Panadure 13 17 30 33 3 6 4 10 11 8 21 2 1 33

Central.

Kandy 37 50 87 3 2  2 35 55 90 365 30 0 17 195
Teldeniya 2 — 2 22-8 1 — 1 —t —t —
Gampola 5 8 13 24-5 4 7 11 21-5 27 ■ 5 3 230
Nawalapitiya 6 10 16 53-1 6 2 8 28-8 29 7 2 125
Hatton-Dikoya ■ 2 7 9 1 38 9 3 1 203 28 9 2 222
Matale 20 16 36 51-2 17 20 37 56-2 415 8 222
Nuwara Eliya 12 10 22 33-2 13 3 16 267 16 6 6 273

Southern.

Gallo 54 45 99 32 3 47 35 82 262 33 8 12 121
Ajhbalangoda 4 7 11 33-1 . 2 — 2 .6-0 —t 2 182
Matara 41 29 i 1° 528 20 26 46 34 1 26 6 10 143
Weligama 12 15 27 37'0 3 7 10 12 7 22 5
Hambantota 7 6 13 55 1 5 4 9 37-9 364 2 154Tangalla 6 6 12 30-9 0 4 9 230 29 5 1 83

Northern.

Jaffna 40 51 91 26 8 59 54 113 34 5 39 0 31 341Mannar 1 8 4 12 41 5 7 8 15 52 9 38 6 2 167Mullaittivu 5 5 10 74-9 1 7 8 62 4 49-8 3 300Vavuniya 3 1 4 48-6 2 3 5 71-1 59 2 2 500
t

Eastern.

Batticaloa 14 13 27 32 2 13 15 28 34 8 31 5 1 37Kalmunai — 2 2 9 9 1 — 1 5 0 -4-t37-2Trineomalee 9 12 21 27 -4 6 4 10 13 7 3 143

North- Western.

Kurunegala 13 10 23 25 0 18 7 25 31 6 33 0 7 304Puttalam 6 12 18 29-8 11 7 18 32-3 64-9 4 222Kalpitiya
Chilaw

2
13

1
3

3
16

24-1 
- 26-2

1
10

2
7

3
17

27 7 
32-0 —t464

i
6

333
375

North-Central.

Anuradhapura 6 6 12 142 11 8 19 27-0 77 4 4 333

Ova.

Badulla
Lunugala

13
1

22
2

35
3

47 8 
72 9

4
1

9 13
1

181
27-4

28-6__+—+
6 171

Sabaragamuwa.

Ratnapura 
Kegalla ' 
Rambukkana

'7
3
5

16
5
3

23
8
8

37-6
261
347

12
2
2

11
3
1

. 23 
5 
3

41-0
18-2
-t

27-2
19-6

+

1
2
1

43
250
125

+ T  WB" ’ residents ot th e tow ns.

I K  “ fab™ °ne y6ar °f ^  Wh086 m°th6ra W6re « ' towns.
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Table V.— Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1930, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo.

Causes of Death.
City of Colombo.
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I.— Infantile Mortality

A.— One Week and under.
1. Prematurity 

. 2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Tetanus
5. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia
7. Other Causes

B.— Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
1. Prematurity
2. Debility
3. Convulsions
4. Diarrhoea
5. Enteritis
6. Tetanus
7. Bronchitis
8. Pneumonia
9. Syphilis

10. Other Causes

II.— General Mortality (t Year and Over;

1.
2.
3. *
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10. 
11. 
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20. 
21. 
22.
23.
24.
25.

27.
23.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Plague 
Smallpox 
Ghickenpox 
Measles 
Influenza 
Enteric Fever
Malaria and Malarial Cachexia 
Cholera 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Dysentery 
Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo 

denalis
Diseases due to other Intestinal Para 

sites 
Cancer 
Phthisis
Other Tuberculous Diseases 
Anaemia 
Diabetes Mellitus 
Paralysis 
Convulsions 
Tetanus 
Heart Disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System ..
Bright’s Disease and Nephritis 
Puerperal Eclampsia ..
Puerperal Septicaemia 
Accidents of Childbirth 
Accidents and Negligence 
Homicide 
Suicide 
Execution 
All Other Causes
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U11V vovu uuxii nwiwbablB, JiSpny
t One death from Intestinal Obstruction.
t Five deaths from Influenza and 1 each from Fever, Rickets Uraemia KT , .,.
§.Four deaths from Influenza and 1 each from Spina Bifidf S t o m S  T  !mP ’^ nd, Starvation.
|| Here are included 19 deaths from Senility andP5 from C e m b iK  FeedlQS'
It Here are included 21 deaths from Senility. aemorrhage.
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1930, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.
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B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year.
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II.—General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 16 15 122 86 20 20 7 3 9 10 14 16 8 7' 10 9
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7- Malaria and Malarial Cachexia — — 7 4 2 1 — — — •-- 1 — 1 — — —

Cholera — —
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Table V.—Causes of Deaths by Sex registered during the Month of February, 1930, in each Ward and of
each Race in the City of Colombo—continued.

* . Wards. Deaths among all Races.

Causes of Death.
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I. —Infantile Mortality 2 2 1 2 1 45 37 15 5 8 11 4 1 1 1

1.
A.—One Week and under. 

Prematurity I 11 5 1 1
2. Debility — — — — — — 5 2 3 1 3 2 1 — — —
3. Convulsions
4. Tetanus
S. Bronchitis
6. Pneumonia- — — — — — — — — — — __ — 1 — —
7. Other Causes — — 1 — ---. — 2 — — 1 — — — — .— —
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B.—Over 1 Week and under 1 Year. 
Prematurity ; 2 2

2. Debility — — -- - — 1 — 3 4 — — 2 5 1 — I —
3. Convulsions — — ' --- — — — 5 3 3 — _ — — — — -i-
4. Diarrhoea — 1 — — — — 3 3
5. Enteritis — 1 — — 1 — 5 6 1 — 1 1 _ __ — —
6. Tetanus — — — — — — — _ — 1 _ _ __ _ — —
7. Bronchitis — — — — — _ _ _ __ _ 1 _ _ 1 — —
8. Pneumonia 1 — — — — _ 4 6 1 1 _ 1 _ _ _ —
9. Syphilis — — — — — — 1 3 1

10. Other Causes — — — — — 1 4 3 4 — — 2 1 — — 1

I I - -General Mortality (1 Year and Over) 5 9 2 2 11 19 130 118 67 38 41 35 8 7 9 5
I. Plague — — __ _ _ _ _ __ 1 _ _ _
2. Smallpox
3. Chicken pox
4. Measles .. .. ---
5. Influenza — — — _ 1 1 2 5 7 _ 7 2 1 __ 1 ---
6. Enteric Fever — — __ _ 2 _ 3 6 1 1
7. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia — _ _ __ 1 __ 7 3 2 3 2 __ .. _ 1
8. Cholera .. .. ‘-- __ _ __ _ _ _ _
9. Diarrhoea — _ _ __ _ _ 1 1 1 __ . _

10. Enteritis — 1 _ _ 1 3 5 9 7 l 2 3 1 _ . _ 1
11. Dysentery 2 _ _ — _ 3 i 6 2 3 ’ 1 _
12. Anchylostomiasis or Dochmius Duo- 

denalis 11 3 i 1 1 -
13. Diseases due to other Intestinal Para

sites 1 1 3 3 1
14. Cancer _ _ _ _ 1 3 7 1 1 1 _
15. Phthisis . __ _ __ __ 2 1 7 15 3 5 i 2 1 1 1
16. Other Tuberculous Diseases _ _ __ __ _ r 1 _ 117. Anaemia
18. Diabetes Mellitus _ _ _ _ 1 1 _ i 1 _
19. Paralysis _ — .. 1 _ ■ i 7 2 1 . i _,.
20. ' Convulsions 1 1 _ _ 1 2 1
21. Tetanus _ __ _ _ 1 1
22. Heart Disease __ 2 __ . . _ 2 1 8 2 2 2 1 _
23. Bronchitis _. __ . _ __ __ _ 1 2 2 3 1 __
24. Pneumonia _ __ __ _ A— 1 23 9 13 4 6 10 1 3 425. Other Diseases of the Respiratory 

System 1 2 1 2 126. Bright’s Disease and Nephritis _ — __ — — _ 4 4 1 2 i 1 127. Puerperal Eclampsia .. — — -- - — — _ _ 1 1 228. Puerperal Septicaemia — — — — — 1 ’_ 6 __ 129. Accidents of Childbirth — 1 — _ — 1 _ 1 _ 1 2 1 130. Accidents and Negligence — — — — 1 _ 2 1 4 3 1 131. Homicide . —- — _ __ __ . __
32. Suicide . -- __ _ _ _ _ 233. Execution . --- — — _ _ _ _ _
34 All Other Causes 2 3 2 1 3 6 42 28 10 6 10 9 2 2 —
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