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THE CEYLON (STATE COUNCIL ELECTIONS) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1931. C 40/30
Notification.

following Order of His Majesty in Council is published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
Colombo, April 15, 1931.

B. H. BoURfilLLON, 
Colonial Secretary .

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 20th day of March, 1931.
P resen t:

The K in g ’ s Most E xcellent Majesty in Council.

WHEREAS by the Ceylon Constitution (Register of Electors) Order in 
Council, 1930, provision was made for the delimitation of electoral districts 

and for the preparation of a register of persons entitled to elect members to serve in 
the State Council to be constituted in lieu of the Legislative Council;

AND W H E R E A S it is expedient that upon the completion of the proceedings 
authorized or required by the said Order in Council, the said Order should cease 
to have effect and that further provision in regard to the matters dealt with therein 
should be contained in this Order, together with provision for the election of mem
bers to serve in the said State Council;

AND W H E R E AS His) Majesty has power, by and with the advice of His 
Privy Council, to pass laws in and for the Island;

NOW, TH EREFO RE, it is hereby ordered by His Majesty, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, as follows: —

PART I.
Preliminary.

1. — (1) This Order may be cited as the Ceylon (State Council Elections) 
Order in Council, 1931. It shall be published in the G overnm ent Gazette and 
shall come into operation upon the date of such publication.

(2) Nothing in this Order shall extend to the Maidive Islands.
2. As soon as may be after the certification of the registers of electors under 

the Ceylon Constitution (Register of Electors) Order in Council, 1930, the Gover
nor shall by notification in the Government G azette declare the proceedings 
authorized or required by that Order to be complete and thereupon that Order 
shall, subject to the provisions of this Order, cease to have effect, but without 
prejudice to the validity of anything lawfully done thereunder or to the determin
ation of any appeal from the decision of any registering officer which may then 
be pending.

3. — (1) In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires: —
“  British subject ”  means any person who is a British subject under 

the provisions of the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Acts, 1914- 
.1922, any person who has been naturalized under any enactment of a - 
British Possession, and any person who is a British protected person, as 
hereinafter defined.

“  British protected person ”  means any person who is a native of 
the territories of any Native Prince .or Chief under the suzerainty of His 
Majesty exercised through the Governor-General of India or through any 
Governor or other officer subordinate to the Governor-General of India and 

- is resident in Ceylon.
“  Candidate ”  means any person who is nominated as a candidate 

at an election or is declared by himself to be or acts as a candidate for 
election to any vacant seat in the State Council.

“  Member ”  means a member of the State Council.
“  Person ”  or “  persons ”  includes both sexes.
“  Register ”  or "  register of voters ”  means the register of voters for 

any particular electoral district.
“  The Council ”  means the State Council to be constituted in lieu of 

the Legislative Council.
“  The Secretary o f State ”  means one of His Majesty’s Principal 

Secretaries of State.
(2) Until the Governor shall, with the approval of the Secretary of State, 

aPpomt a person to be the Legal Secretary, all the provisions of this Order which 
aPply to the Legal Secretary shall apply to the Attorney-General.
0  ,.(®) the construction of this Order the provisions of the Interpretation 

* 7 * * ,  1901, shall, subject to the express provisions of this Order, and notwith- 
anding any provision to the contrary in such Ordinance, apply as if this Order 
ere an Ordinance of the Legislative Council of the Island, or of the State Council.

q -̂— (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor, by and with the advice of the
_  to make provision by law for any of the matters for which provision is 
assent1?  i>art IV  > V  ’ or V I - of this Order; provided that the Governor shall not 
shall h an^ lftw> or to any repeal or amendment of any such law, unless he 
°f s ta to 6 Previ°usly o p in e d  His Majesty’s, instructions through the Secretary

A 2
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Electoral district's.' One 
member for each.

(8) The Secretary of State may declare that any of the provisions of Part IV ., 
jy.i or VI. of this Order shallcease to have effect as from the date of the commence
ment of any such law.

* PAST II.

E lecto ral  D i s t r ic t s .

5.— (1) The electoral districts defined by the Governor in accordance 
with the provisions of the Ceylon Constitution (Register of Electors) Order-in- 
Council, 1930, shall, until revised in accordance with this Article, be the electoral 
districts for the purpose of the election of members of the Council.

(2) Upon the expiration of a period of three years from the date of the 
definition of electoral districts as aforesaid, and upon the expiration of each 
succeeding period. of ten years, the Governor shall - appoint a Commission to 
submit recommendations as to the revision of the boundaries of electoral districts 
and may, by Proclamation published in the G overnm ent G azette, effect any 
readjustment of such boundaries which may seem expedient to him.

(3) One member only shall be elected for each electoral district.

Circumstances disqualifying 
for registration.

p a r t  m .

Q u a lific a tio n  o f  V o t e r s .

6.— (1) No person shall be qualified to have his name entered or retained 
in any register of voters in any year if such person—

(а) is not a British subject; or
(б) was less than 21 years of age on the first day of August in that

year; or
(c) has not. for a continuous period of six months in the eighteen

months immediately prior to the first day of August in that year 
resided in the electoral district to which the register relates; or

(d) is serving a sentence of penal servitude or imprisonment imposed
by any Court in any part of His Majesty’s dominions or ib. any 
country under His Majesty’s'protection or in respect of which 
a mandate is being exercised by His Majesty or by the Govern- 

, ment of any part of His Majesty’s dominions, for an offence 
punishable with hard labour or rigorous imprisonment for a 
term exceeding twelve months; or is under sentence of death 
imposed by any such Court, or is serving any term of imprison
ment awarded in lieu of execution of such sentence; or

(e) has been adjudged by a competent Court to be of unsound
m ind; or

(/) is incapable of being registered as a voter by reason of his convic
tion of a corrupt or illegal practice, or by reason of the report 
of an election judge, in accordance with this Order.

1
leneral qualification»of voters. 
>omici!e.

(2) For the purposes of this Article continuity of residence in an electoral 
district shall not be deemed to be interrupted by reason only of absence in the 
performance of any duty accruing from or incidental to any office, service, or 
employment held or undertaken by any person otherwise qualified to have his 
name entered on any register.

7. Any person not otherwise disqualified shall be qualified to have his 
name entered in a register of voters if he is domiciled in Ceylon or if he is 
qualified in accordance with Article 8 or Article 9 of this Order; provided that, 
except in the case of persons possessing Ceylon domicile of origin, domicile shall 
not be deemed to have been acquired for the purpose of qualifying for registration 
as a voter by any person who has not resided in Ceylon for a total period of or 
exceeding five years.

I . . • 
fecial qualification ljy literacy 
Id property.

8.— (1) Any person not otherwise disqualified shall be qualified to have his 
name entered in a register of voters in any year if he—

(a) is able to read and write English, Sinhalese, or .Tamil, and
(b) has or holds one of the following qualifications, v iz .:

(i.) The possession or enjoyment of a clear annual income 
of not less than Rs. 600, during a continuous period 
of six months immediately prior to the first day of 
August in that year;

(ii.) The ownership of immovable property otherwise than 
as lessee or usufructuary mortgagee, situate within 
the electoral district to which the register relates, 
during a continuous period of six months imme-
diately prior to the first day of August in that year, 
the value of which, after allowing for any. mortgage 
debts thereon, is not less than Es. 1,500;



Part I. (G eneral) —  CEYLON GOVT- GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY —A pril 15, 1931 601

(iii.) The occupation as owner or tenant during a continuous 
period o f six months im mediately prior to the first 
day of August in that year, o f any house, ware
house, counting house, shop or other building 
(hereinafter referred to as qualifying property), 
situate within the electoral district to which the 
register relates, of the annual value of not less than—

(a) Es. 400 if situated within the limits o f any 
Municipal, Local Board, or Sanitary 
Board tow n, or o f any • Urban District 
Council, or o f the Board of Im provem ent 
of Nuwara E liya;

(bj Es. 200 if situated-elsewhere;
provided that the qualifying property need not be 
throughout the period of qualification the same 
property if the annual value' is in no case less than 
Es. 400 or Es. 200 as the case m ay be, and if such 
property is in all1 cases situate within such electoral 
district as aforesaid.

(2) Eor the purposes of this Article the terms “  house, warehouse, counting 
house, shop or other building ”  include any part o f a building when that part is 
separately occupied for the purposes o f any trade, business or profession; and any 
such part may, for the purposes of describing the qualification, be described as 
office, chambers, studio, or by any like term applicable to the case.

(3) W here an occupier is entitled to the sole and exclusive use o f any part
of a building, that part shall not be deemed to  be occupied otherwise than 
separately by reason only that the occupier, is entitled to the joint use o f some 
other part. ,

(4) Eor the purposes o f this Article'continuity o f the ■ occupation o f a house 
shall not be deemed to be interrupted by reason only of permission being given 
for the occupation o f the house as a furnished house by. som e other person on a 
monthly tenancy or on a tenancy at will, or on a lease for a period not exceeding 
five months in the whole, or by  reason only of notice to quit being served and 
possession being demanded by the landlord o f the house.

(5) In  the case o f qualifying property possessed or occupied jointly by two 
or more persons, each such person, not being a usufructuary mortgagee, shall be. 
qualified to have his name entered on the register of voters, provided that the 
number of persons does not' exceed the number obtained by dividing the annual. ■ 
value of such property, expressed in rupees, by four hundred if it is situated 
within the limits o f any Municipal, Local. Board, or Sanitary Board town, or of 
any Urban District Council, or of the Board of Im provem ent o f Nuwara Eliya, 
and by two hundred if situated elsewhere.

9.— (1) Any person not otherwise disqualified shall be qualified to have hib 
name entered in a register o f voters if he is in possession of a certificate of 
permanent settlem ent granted to him in accordance with this Article by the 
Government Agent or the Assistant Government 'Agent of the district' in which 
he resides or by any other officer of the Government authorized in writing by 
the Government A gent or Assistant Government' Agent aforesaid in "accordance 
with the general or special directions of the Governor.

(2) A  certificate o f permanent settlement shall be in the form A  in the 
■First Schedule to this Order, or in such other form  as1 the. Governor may 
prescribe, and shall be issued to any person who satisfies the officer authorized to 
issue the same that he has been continuously resident in Ceylon for a period of 
not less than five years, exclusive of temporary absences not exceeding a total 
o f eight months during such period, and who makes, and subscribes before such' 
officer a declaration, which shall be exem pt'from  stafnp duty, m  the form B  in the 
said Schedule, or in such other form  as .the Governor m ay prescribe, stating that he 
is permanently settled in Ceylon or is residing in the Island with intent to settle 
therein; provided that during such time as any holder o f a certificate o f per
manent settlement m ay be registered as a voter- by  reason o f the possession o f 
such certificate he shall hot be entitled to claim any rights, privileges, or exem p
tions which under the law o f Ceylon are hot com m on to all British subjects
resident in the Island.

(3) Any person to whom such a certificate of permanent settlement has been 
refused may appeal to the Governor whose decision shall be final.
, (4) A  certificate o f permanent settlement shall be cancelled and the nam e oi

the person to whom  it relates shall, if registered in any register of voters by , 
reason of his possession of such certificate, be removed from  such register if at 
any time it is proved to th e . satisfaction of the registering or revising'officer for 

+, ,c ôral district in which such person resides, dr of any other person duly 
authorized by the Governor' in that behalf, that the certificate was obtained 

audulently or by statements which were untrue or that at any time since the 
granting of the certificate the person to whom it relates has been absent from 

eylon for a continuous period exceeding twelve months.

Special qualification by 
certificate of permanent 
settlement.
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Restriction on plural voting.

■- (5) If any person shall wilfully make a false statement or declaration for the 
purpose of obtaining a certificate of permanent settlement, or for the purpose of 
enabling any such certificate to be obtained, he shall on. conviction by a Police 
Magistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees; provided that 
an officer authorized to grant a certificate of permanent settlement may require 
that the application of any person shall be supported by evidence on oath or 
affirmation and may administer an oath or affirmation for this purpose and any 
person who in giving such evidence knowingly swears or affirms anything material 
to the application which is false or incorrect shall be guilty of the offence of 
giving false evidence and shall be liable to the penalty provided therefor in the 
Ceylon Penal Code.'

R e st r ic t io n  on  P l u r a l  V o t in g .
10.— (1) A person shall be entitled to have his name entered on any register 

for which he is qualified if he shall have made application for registration in 
accordance with this. Order, but he shall not vote at a general election in more 
than one electoral district.

•

(2) If any person at a general election votes in more than one electoral 
district, or asks for a ballot paper for the purpose of so voting, he shall be guilty 
of an illegal practice, which shall entail the consequences specified in Article 69.

PART IV .
R e g is t r a t io n  of  V oters  a n d  R e v is io n  of  R e g is t e r s .

Confirmation of registers 
prepared under Order in Council 
of 1930 and annual revision of 
registers.

11. The registers of voters prepared and certified in accordance with the 
• Ceylon Constitution (Register of Electors) Order in Council, 1930, with such 

amendments, if any, as shall have been or shall be made therein by direction of 
a revising officer in accordance with that Order, shall be the registers of persons 
entitled to vote for the election of members of the Council until such registers shall 
have been revised in accordance with this Order. Such registers shall be revised 
annually in the manner hereinafter prescribed, provided that if any register is not 
revised in due time, the register in operation immediately before the time at which 
such revision should have been completed shall continue in operation until the 
completion of the revision of the same.

Appointment of registering and
revising officers. 12.— (1) The Governor shall appoint registering and revising officers for each 

electoral district and may from time to time appoint one or more persons to assist 
any registering officer or revising officer in the performance of his duties. A 
person so appointed to assist any such officer as aforesaid shall have all the powers 
and may perform all the duties of the officer whom he is appointed to assist, and 
any reference in this Order to a registering officer or revising officer shall include 

. an assistant registering officer or an assistant revising officer, as the case may be, 
unless the context otherwise requires.

(2) Persons appointed to be registering officers or revising officers, and persons 
appointed to assist' such officers, under the Ceylon Constitution (Register of 
Electors) Order in Council, 1930, shall be deemed to have been appointed under 
this Article.

(3) An appointment made or deemed to have been made by the Governor 
under this Article may be revoked by him at any time.

Notice of-revision of registers. 13. On or before the first day of August in each year, the Governor shall 
cause a notification to be published in the G overnm ent G azette, and in one or. 
more newspapers circulating in the Island, calling upon every person qualified to 
be registered and not already registered in any register of voters and desirous of 
haying his name inserted in any such register, or being registered in respect of a 
qualification which has ceased to have effect and being desirous of having his name 
entered on the register in respect of some other qualification, 'to  forward his 
application to the registering officer of the electoral district in which the applicant 
resides so as to reach the registering officer on or before the fifteenth day of 
September next following.

Application for registration. 1 4 .— (l)  Every application shall be in such form as the Governor may pres-, 
cribe, and shall give an address within the Island at which an acknowledgment 
of the receipt of the application may be delivered in the ordinary course of post, and 
shall be signed by the applicant in the presence of a person who is able to read and 
write English, .Sinhalese, or Tamil, and is not less than twenty-one years of age. 
Such person shall sign the application as a witness to the signature of the appli
cant or of the applicant’s mark where the applicant is unable to sign ihis name. 
An application for registration as a voter shall not be liable to stamp duty.

(2) The registering officer shall without delay cause an acknowledgment of 
every application received by him within the period prescribed by Article 13 to be 
sent by ordinary letter post to the address given by the applicant in his application.

(3) Not more than one form of application for registration at any one revision of 
a register may be forwarded to the registering officer in respect of the same person, 
provided that if, in the case of any application, the acknowledgment required by 
the preceding clause of this Article shall not have been delivered at the address 
given in the application within a reasonable time after the application shall have 
been forwarded to the registering officer, another form of application may be 
forwarded in respect of that applicant.

(4) Nothing in this Article shall be deemed to extend the period for application 
prescribed by Article 13.
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15. —(1) Each registering officer shall on or before the fifteenth day of October Period for revision of registers

in each year revise the register of voters of his electoral district. • officers ̂  °£ re®isterin®
(2) In revising the register, the registering officer shall insert therein the 

name of every person from whom he shall have received within the time prescribed 
by Article 13 an application made in accordance with the requirements of Article 
14 and who appears to the registering officer to be entitled to have his name 
inserted in the register, and shall expunge from the register the name of any' 
person who is dead or has become disqualified or no longer resides in the electoral 
district. The registering officer may also correct any mistake or supply any 
omission which appears to have been made in the register, provided that he shall 
not insert therein the name of any person from whom an application made in 
accordance with the requirements of Article 14 shall not have be'en received by 
him within the time prescribed by Article 13.

(3) A registering officer who rejects the application of any person to have his 
name entered on the register of voters, or expunges the name of any person from 
the register on the ground of disqualification or non-residence, shall give such 
person written notice of the fact.

(4) For the purpose of satisfying himself as to the qualification of any 
applicant for registration, or in order to determine whether the name of any 
person should be retained on the register or expunged therefrom, a registering 
officer may make such inquiries as he may deem necessary either by himself or 
through any officer appointed by him.

16. On the completion of a revised register, the registering officer shall give- Notice of completion of 
notice in the G overnm ent G azette, and in one, or more newspapers circulating in registers.
the electoral district, that the revised register is, completed, and, that the register, 
or a copy thereof, is open for inspection at all reasonable hours of the day at 
the Kachcheri or other office of the registering officer of the electoral district to 
which the register relates, or at such other place in the district as shall be 
specified in the notice.

17. —(1) Every person who is qualified and has made application in accord- Hearing of claims and objections 
ance with this Order to have his name entered in a register of voters and whose registering o cer.
name has been omitted from such register, or whose name has been expunged 
from a register, and who claims to have it inserted.therein (in this Order called 
“ the claimant ”), may apply to tjie registering officer to have his name inserted 
therein.

(2) Every person whose name appears in the register for any electoral district,
who ‘objects to the name of any other person or his own name appearing therein (in 
this Order called “ the objector ”), may apply to the registering officer to have such 
name expunged from the register. i

(3) Every such claim or objection shall be made in writing and shall reach the 
registering officer within two weeks from the date of the publication in the Govern
ment Gazette of notice that the revised register has been completed, and shall be 
either in the form A or in the form B in the Second Schedule to this Order, as the 
case may require, or in such other form as the Governor may prescribe.

(4) The registering officer shall hold a public inquiry' into all claims and 
objections which have been duly made, giving not less than twelve clear days’ 
written notice of the date on which the inquiry will commence to each claimant 
and objector and to each person in regard to whom objection has "been made, and 
shall affix such notice in a conspicuous place in the Kachcheri or other office of 
the registering officer.

(5) The registering officer shall insert in the register the name of every 
claimant who shall have complied with the provisions of this Order and whose 
claim shall have been proved to the registering officer’s satisfaction.

(6) The registering officer shall retain in the register the name of every person 
in regard to whom objection has been made, unless the objector appears by 
himself, or by some person duly authorized by him in writing in this behalf, in 
support of the objection and gives primd facie proof of the ground of objection.
For the purposes of this provision, primd facie proof shall be deemed to be given 
by an objector if it is shown to the satisfaction of the registering officer by 
evidence, repute, or otherwise, that there is reasonable ground for believing that 
the objection is well-founded, and that by reason of the absence from the inquiry 
of the person to whom the objection relates, or for some other reason, the 
objector is prevented from discovering or' proving the truth respecting the 
objection.

(7) Where the objector so appears and gives such proof as aforesaid, the 
registering officer shall require proof of the qualification of the person to whom 
the objection relates, and if within such reasonable time as the registering officer 
fixes in this behalf such person’s qualification is .not proved to the registering 
officer’s satisfaction, he shall expunge such person’s.narne from the register.

(8) The claimant must appear in person in support.of his claim. It shall be , 
in the discretion of the registering officer whether to require or not to require the 
attendance of a person in regard to whom objection has been made.

Part I. (General) —  CEYLON GOVT. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY —  April 15, 1931 603



604 Part I. (General)

Appeals to revising officer.

Notices by registering and 
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^adjournments.

Certification of revised registers.
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and commencement and period 
of operation.

Penalty for false statements 
and wrongful churns..

When first and subsequent 
general elections and by-elections 
shall be held.

(9) If an objection is made and fails, and, in the opinion of the registering 
officer, or of the revising officer at the hearing of an appeal under the next 
succeeding Article, the objection was frivolous and was made without reasonable 
cause, the registering officer or revising officer may, if he thinks fit, order the 
objector to pay to the person to whom the objection relates such sum not exceed
ing fifty rupees as the registering officer or revising officer considers reasonable 
compensation for any loss of time incurred by such person in consequence of the 
objection. Any sum so awarded shall be recoverable as though the order of the 
registering officer or revising officer w,eie a decree of court.

18. — (1) If any. claimant, or any person to whom an objection relates, or any 
objector is dissatisfied with the decision of the registering officer, he may, within 
ten days from the date thereof, appeal to the revising officer.

(2) Every such appeal shall be in writing, and shall state shortly the grounds 
of appeal. The revising officer shall hear such appeals in open court or office, 
giving notice of the dates of the hearing of the appeal to the parties concerned. 
It  shall be in his discretion whether to hear or not to hear any evidence. His 
determination of the appeal shall be final and conclusive.

(3) When the revising officer has determined any appeal which has been lodged 
with respect to any register, he shall forward to the registering officer a statement 
under his hand of the name or names which he has decided shall be inserted in or 
expunged from the register, and the registering officer shall amend the register 
accordingly.'

19. — (1) Subject to the provisions of Article 14, all notices required to be given 
by a registering officer or a revising officer shall be sufficiently given if sent by 
registered letter to the address, if any, given in the claim or objection, or, in default 
of such address, to the address given in the register of voters.

(2) A registering or revising officer may from time to time adjourn any 
proceedings before him under this section to any convenient time and place.

20. The registering officer shall certify the register revised in accordance
with this Order as soon as conveniently may be after the claims and objections
have been adjudicated upon; provided that the registering officer may certify the
register in accordance with this Article during the pendency of any appeal under
Article 18 of this Order, and shall thereafter insert in or expunge from such
certified register the name o f any person in accordance with the decision of the
revising officer on the determination of such appeal.* *>

21. — (1) On the certification of a register under the last preceding Article 
the registering officer shall give notice in the Governm ent Gazette and in one or 
more newspapers circulating in the electoral district that the register has been 
certified, and that such register, or a copy thereof, is open for inspection at all 
reasonable hours of the day at the Kacheheri or other office of the registering 
officer of the electoral district to which the register relates, or at such other place 
in the district as shall be specified in the notice.

(2) The revised register shall come into operation upon the date of the 
publication of the notice aforesaid and* subiect to such alterations, if any, as 
shall subsequently be made therein in accordance with Article 20, such register 
shall continue in operation until superseded by the next revision of the same.

22. If any person shall wilfully make a false statement or declaration in any . 
application for registration or in any attestation of any such application or in any 
claim or objection or at any inquiry held in connection therewith, or in any 
appeal, or shall knowingly forward to a registering^ officer a second or subsequent 
application for registration in breach of the provisions of Article 14, he shall, on 
conviction by a Police Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
rupees.

Provided that a registering officer or revising officer may, on the consideration 
or hearing of any application, claim, objection, or appeal, require that the 
evidence tendered by any person shall be given on oath or affirmation and may 
administer such oath or affirmation for this purpose; and any person, who in the 
eourse of any such consideration or hearing, knowingly swears or affirms anything 
material to the validity of such claim or objection which is false or incorrect, shall' 
be guilty of the offence o f giving false evidence, and shall be liable to the- 
punishment provided therefor in the Ceylon Penal Code.

-CEYLON GOVT. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY — April 15, 1931

PART V.

E lections.
General Provisions.

23.— (1) Within two months after the date when the Legislative Council 
constituted under the Ceylon (Legislative Council) Order in Council, 1923, and 
any Order in Council amending that Order shall have been dissolved after the com - ' 
mencement of-this Order, the Governor shall by Proclamation in the Governm ent 
G a zette  order that a general election shall be held for the purpose of electing-* 
members of the State Council.
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(2) Within two months after every dissolution o f the State Council, the 
Governor shall by Proclamation in the Governm ent G azette  order that a general 
election of elected members of the Council shall be held.

(3) Whenever it is shown to the satisfaction of the Governor that the seat 
of an elected member has become vacant, the Governor shall within one month, 
by notice in the G overnm ent G azette, order that an election shall be held to fill 
the vacancy.

(4) Every such Proclamation or notice as aforesaid shall specify the date, 
not being less than fourteen days or more than one month after the publication 
of the Proclamation or notice, when candidates for election are to be nominated, 
and the place or places of nomination.

24.— (1) The Governor shall from time to time by notice in the Govern- Retoraing offioera. 
ment Gazette appoint a fit and proper person to be the returning officer of each 
electoral district, and may at any time revoke any such appointment.

(2) If any returning officer shall, by sickness or other cause, be prevented or 
disabled from performing any of his duties' under this Order, and there shall not 
be time for another person to be appointed by the Governor, the returning officer 
may appoint a deputy to act for him. Every such appointment shall as soon as 
possible be reported to the Governor and may be confirmed or disallowed by the 
Governor, but without prejudice to the validity o f anything already done by such 
deputy. • o

25.— (1) Any person eligible for election to the Council may be nominated as a 
candidate for election.

(2) (a) Each candidate shall be nominated by means of one or more separate 
nomination papers each signed by two persons, whose names are on the register o f 
voters for the electoral district for which the candidate seeks election, as proposer 
and. seconder respectively.

(b) The written consent of the candidate must be annexed to, or endorsed on, 
the nomination paper.

(3) The signature o f the proposer and seconder shall be attested by a Justice 
of the Peace or by a notary public.

(4) Every nomination paper shall, save as provided in this Article, be in 
the form in. the Third Schedule hereto, or in such other form as the Governor
may prescribe.

(5) The returning officer shall, at any time between the date of the Procla
mation or notice published under Article 23 and one o ’clock in the afternoon of 
the day of nomination, supply a form of nomination paper to any registered voter 
requiring the sam e; but nothing in this Order shall render obligatory the use o f a 
nomination paper supplied by the returning officer, so, however, that the paper 
used be substantially in the form prescribed by, or in accordance with, this Order.

. 26.—(1) A. candidate or someone on his behalf shall deposit, or cause to be 
deposited, with the returning officer, between the date of the. Proclamation or 
notice published under Article 23 and one o ’clock in the afternoon of the day o f 
nomination, the sum of one thousand rupees, and, if he fails to do so, he shall 
be deemed to have withdrawn from his candidature under Article 3G. The return
ing officer shall forthwith pay the said sum to the Financial Secretary, or to such 
other person as the Financial Secretary shall direct, in order that.it may be dealt 
^ith in accordance with the provisions of this Order.

. ( )̂ h: a candidate is not nominated as a candidate for election, or if, after 
Art' i 6 q̂0s^  ^  made, the candidate withdraws from the candidature under 

lcle 30, the deposit shall be returned to the. person by whom the deposit was 
a e; and, if the candidate dies after the deposit is made, and before the poll is 
mmencsdi the deposit, if made by him, shall be returned to his legal personal 

epresentative, or if not made by him shall be returned to the person by whom
the deposit was made. * .
nu vf ^  a can<hdate wbo has made the required deposit is not elected, and the 
voffis i f  yotes polled by him does not exceed one-eighth of the total number o f 

P°bed, the amount deposited shall be forfeited, to  His Majesty, but. in any 
is el* f aJ6 *kat amount shall be returned to the candidate, where the candidate 
wherC +vT’ &S so?n as he has taken the oath or made affirmation as a member, and, 

a;.e je candidate is not elected, as soon as practicable after the -result,.of the
section is declared. • . - ■ '
tomin L a n y t h i n g  contained in this Article, where a candidate is 
no ca atea’ a §eneral election, in more than one electoral district, he shall in 
he forfe 't ê °Ver deposit more than once,, and in. such case the deposits shall 
obtain d+L Majesty, except, if the candidate has for any electoral district
and o,6 u j  6 re,ciuired number of votes, such one deposit as the Governor directs 

. ®h^eP°sib shall be returned to the candidate. (
deemed t v ,  purposes of this Article the; number o f yotes polled'shall be 

to be the number of votes counted other than rejected votes.
ot ^ d - T W  returning officer shall.on the day appointed, for the nomination 
the nom' *his Order called “  nomination day ” ) attend at the place where
b o m i n a t i ^ can<hdates is to take place (in this Order, called the “  place o f  

mn ) from 12 noon until 1 p .m . to receive nomination papers.

domination papers.

Deposits fey candidates.

tirwoeediags an norm nation day.



6 0 6  P a r t  I. ( G e n e r a l ) - -C E Y L O N  GOVT. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY —  A p r il  15, 1931

Objections to nomination papers.

(2) Every nomination paper must be delivered to the returning officer 
together with a true copy thereof on the day and at the place and between the 
hours aforesaid by the candidate or by his proposer or seconder, and, if not so- 
delivered, shall be rejected.'

(3) °The returning officer shall forthwith cause a copy of the nomination 
paper to be posted in a conspicuous position outside the’place of nomination.

(4 )  The returning officer shall permit the candidates and their proposers and' 
seconders and one other person, if any, appointed by each candidate in writing to 
be present on the day and at the place of nomination between 12 noon and 
1.30 p .m ., and there and then to examine the nomination papers of candidates 
which have been received for that electoral district.

28.— (1) Objection may be made to a nomination paper on all or any of the 
following grounds but on no other ground, v iz . : —

(а) that the description of the candidate ia insufficient to identify the
candidate;

(б ) that the nomination paper does not comply with or was not
delivered in accordance with the provisions of .this Order;

(c) that it is apparent from the contents of the nomination paper that ’
’  the candidate is . not capable of being elected a member of the-

Council; and
(d) that the provisions of Article 26 of this Order, which relates to

deposits, have not been observed. .

W h o may be present at 
nominations.

(2) No objection to a nomination paper shall be allowed unless it is made to- 
the returning officer between the hours of 12 noon and 1.30 p .m . on the nomina* 
tion day.

(3) Every objection shall be in writing signed by the objector and shall 
specify the ground of objection. The returning officer may himself lodge aft 
objection. >

(4 )  The returning officer shall with the least possible delay decide on the 
validity of every objection, and inform the candidate concerned of his decision, 
and, if the objection is allowed, of the grounds of his decision. His decision if 
disallowing the objection shall be final; but if allowing the objection shall be 
subject to reversal on an election petition.

29., No person, other than the returning officer, the candidates and their 
respective proposers, and seconders and one other person, if any, selected by each 
candidate shall, except with the consent of and for the purpose of assisting the 
returning officer, be entitled to be present at the proceedings specified-in the two 
preceding Articles.

Withdrawal of candidature. 30.— (1) A candidate may before one o ’clock on the nomination day, but not 
afterwards, withdraw his candidature by giving a notice to that effect signed by 
him to the returning officer.

(2) The returning officer shall forthwith cause notice o f such withdrawal to 
be posted in a conspicuous position outside the place of nomination.

Uncontested election.

. TJncontested Elections.

3 1 .  If at 1  p .m . on nomination day in any electoral district and after deciding 
any objections which have been or may be lodged, not more than one candidate 
stands nominated for that district, the returning officer shall forthwith declare the 
nominated candidate to be elected and report the result to the Legal Secretary, 
who shall cause a notification thereof to be published in the Governm ent Gazette.

•
Contested election.

#
Contested Elections.

32.— (1) If at the hour aforesaid and after deciding any objections which 
have been or may be lodged, more than one candidate stands nominated for the 
electoral district, the returning officer shall forthwith adjourn the election to 
enable a poll to be taken in accordance with the provisions of this Order and shall 
allot to each candidate a colour by which the ballot box for the reception of 
ballot papers in favour of such candidate shajl be distinguished at the poll.

(2) Immediately after such adjournment the returning officer shall report to 
the Legal Secretary that the election is contested and shall send him copies of 
the nomination papers and a statement of the colour allotted to each candidate, 
and the Legal Secretary shall notify the Governor of the facts so reported to 
him. ’ * •

(3) Upon the receipt o f such notification, the Governor shall cause to be 
published in the G overnm ent G azette, and also in such newspapers as the 
Governor shall think fit, a notice specifying—

(a) the electoral district in which the election is contested;
(b) the date on which, the poll will be taken, such date being not

less than four or more than eight weeks after the date of 
publication of the notice in the Governm ent G azette;
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(c) the names of the candidates as described in their respective 
nomination' papers and' th e . colour allotted to each, and the 
names o f their proposers-and.seconders,;

■, (d) the situations of the polling stations and the areas of residence- or 
• the numb.ers of the votdrs on the register of voters allotted to 

each polling station and the particular polling stations,,if any, 
allotted to such female voters as the notice shall specify.

(4) If after an election has been reported as contested, one of the candidates 
nominated shall die before the poll has commenced, the Governor shall; upon 
being satisfied of the fact of such death, countermand the notice for the poll, and 
•shall appoint in manner prescribed by Article 23 of this Order a fresh date for the 
election. In such case, all proceedings with reference to the election shall be 
commenced afresh, provided that no fresh nomination shall be necessary in the 
ease of a candidate who stood nominated at the time of the countermand of the
r 4 ‘ -

33. — (1) Subject to the general or special directions of the Governor, each 
returning officer shall appoint, and may revoke the appointment of one or more 
persons, hereinafter called presiding officers, to preside at each polling station 
in his electoral district. I f more than one presiding officer is appointed for any 
polling station, the returning officer, may appoint one o f the presiding officers to 
be the senior presiding officer who shall exercise general supervision over the other 
presiding officers, and over all arrangements for the conduct of the poll in that 
■station. Each presiding officer shall be supplied with a copy of that part o f the 
register of voters containing the names of voters on such register assigned to his 
polling station.

. (2) If any presiding officer shall, by sickness or other cause, be prevented 
from acting at any election, and there shall not be time fo r , another 
person to be appointed by the returning officer, the presiding officer may appoint 
fi deputy to act for him. Every such appointment shall as soon as possible be 
reported to the returning officer' and may be confirmed or disallowed by the 
returning officer, but without prejudice to the validity o f anything already done 

. by such deputy.
(3) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at any polling station, 

and the provisions of this Order relating to a presiding officer shall apply to such 
returning officer with the necessary modifications as to things to be done by the 
returning officer ill- regard to the presiding officer, or by the presiding officer in 
regard to the returning officer.

34. —(1) It shall be the duty of the returning officer to provide at each polling 
station reasonable facilities for the voters alloted to such station to enable them 
to vote in ‘accordance with the provisions of this Order, and he shall determine, 
or may authorize the presiding officer to determine, in what manner such facilities 
shall be distributed among the voters entitled to vote at such station.

(2) An election shall not be questioned by reason of non-compliance with 
this Article or any informality relative to polling stations.

35. The register of voters in operation in accordance with this Order at the 
time of any election of a member to represent the electoral district to which' the 
register relates shall be conclusive evidence for the purpose of determining 
whether a person is or is not entitled to vote at such election, and the right of 
voting of any person whose name is for the time being contained in such register j 
8q#ll not be prejudiced by any appeal pending before a revising officer in respect | 
Of the inclusion of such person’s name in the register, and any vote given by any “ 
such person during the pendency of any such appeal shall be as good as- though 
no such appeal were pending and shall not be affected by the subsequent decision 
°f the appeal, provided that if any person, who by reason of his conviction of a 
corrupt practice or an illegal practice or by reason of the report of an election 
judge in accordance with the provisions of this Order, is incapable of voting at the 
election, shall vote at the election, he shall on summary conviction by -a Police 
Magistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprison
ment of either description for any period not exceeding six months; and provided 
further that nothing in this Article shall affect the liability of any person to any 
penalty for an infringement of the provisions of Article 10 relating to plural voting.

36. — (1) No person shall be admitted to vote at any polling station except the 
one allotted to him; provided that where a voter for any electoral district is 
employed as a /presiding officer, police officer, or in any other official capacity at 
a Pulliug station, and it is inconvenient for him to vote at the polling station in 
such district which has been allotted to him, the returning officer may authorize 
. ® voter, by a certificate under his hand, to vote at any other polling, station 
m the district, and that polling station shall, for the purposes of this Article, be

earned to be the polling station allotted to such voter.
(2) Such certificate shall be given under the hand of the returning- officer,

‘ nd shall state the name of the voter, his number, and description on the' register 
> voters, and the fact that he is so employed as aforesaid.

w) Euless the Governor, by notification in the G overnm ent Gazette, appoint 
y other hour, the poll in any electoral district shall open at eight o ’clock in the 

fr «noon °f the day appointed by the Governor under Article 32 and shall close
ve o clock in the afternoon of that day.

- A 3

Presiding Ojlcers,

Duty of returning officer to 
provide facilities at polling 
stations.

Registers of voters to be 
conclusive evidence of right 
to vote.

Admittance to polling station.
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Ballot Boxes.

Ballot papers.

P)

Manner of voting.
0

! • (4) The presiding officer shall keep order in his station, and shalLregulate the ; 
number of voters to be admitted at'a  time, arid shall exclude all other persons, 

except the candidates, the polling agent or agents of each candidate, the police 
officers on duty, and other persons officially employed at the polling station.

Provided that the Governor may by notice published in the Governm ent 
G azette, order that in the case of any polling station; reserved exclusively for the 
use of female voters, no male polling agents shall be admitted to the station during 
the hours of polling. ’ ,

l (*5) I f  any person misconducts himself in the polling station, or fails to obey
[i the lawful orders of the presiding officer, he may immediately, by order of the 
> presiding officer, be removed from the polling station by any police officer in or 
fi near that station, or by any other person authorized in writing by the presiding 
ji officer or by the returning officer to remove him; and the person so removed shall 

not, unless with the permission of the presiding officer, again be allowed to enter 
the polling station.during the day. :

Any person so removed as aforesaid, if charged with the commission in such 
station of any offence, may be kept in custody until he can be brought before a 
Police Magistrate.

Provided that the powers conferred by this Article shall not be exercised S0j 
as to prevent any voter who is otherwise entitled to vote at any polling station 
from having an opportunity of voting at such station.

37.— (1) At each polling station there shall be such number of compartments ‘ 
for the reception of ballot boxes as the returning officer shall consider sufficient 
for the voters allotted to such station. In each compartment there shall be one* 
ballot box for each Candidate for election and each compartment shall be so 
constructed, and the ballot boxes shall be so placed therein, that a voter can 
insert his ballot paper in any of the boxes in such compartment without being 
observed by any other person.

(2) Each candidate’s box shall;be clearly marked with his name in English, 
Sinhalese, and Tamil, and shall be coloured with the colour allotted to the 
candidate by the returning officer in accordance with Article 32.

(3) Outside each polling station there shall be affixed in a conspicuous place 
by the presiding officer before the commencement of the poll a notice showing 
the name of each candidate in English, Sinhalese, and Tamil, and the colour 
with which his ballot box is coloured. '

(4) Every ballot box shall be so constructed that the ballot papers can be 
introduced therein, but cannot be withdrawn therefrom unless the box is 
unlocked.

(5) The presiding officer, immediately before the commencement of the poll, 
shall show each ballot box, for use at his polling ,station, empty to such persons,

• if any, as may be present in the polling station, So that they may see that it is 
empty, and shall then lock it up and place his seal upon it in such a manner 
that it cannot be opened without breaking the seal, and shall place it in one of 
the compartments for the receipt of ballot boxes, in accordance with sub-clause (1) 
of this Article.

38.— (1), A ballot paper shall be in such form as the Governor may prescribe. 
Each ballot paper shall have a number printed on the back, and shall have attached 
a counterfoil with the same number printed on the face.

(2) The ballot paper shall be delivered to the voter by the presiding officer 
or a person acting under his authority. Immediately before the ballot paper is 
delivered to the voter it shall be marked on both sides with the official mark either 
stamped or perforated;' and the number, name and description of the voter, as 
stated in the copy of the register of voters, shall be called out, and the number of 
such elector shall be marked on the counterfoil, and a mark shall be placed in the 
register against the number of the elector to denote that he has received a ballot 
paper, but without showing the particular ballot paper which he has received.

39.— (1) The voter on receiving a ballot paper shall forthwith proceed to 
such one of the compartments containing ballot boxes as may be indicated by the 
presiding officer or by any person acting under such officer’s authority, and shall 
insert his ballot paper in the box allotted to the candidate whom he prefers. He 
shall vote without undue delay and shall quit the polling station as soon as he has 
put his ballot paper into a ballot box.

(2) The presiding officer, or any person authorized by the presiding officer, 
on the application of a voter who, in his opinion, is incapacitated by blindness 
or other physical cause from voting in the manner prescribed by this Order, may 
give, or may direct any other person to give, such assistance to the voter as he 
may require to ena.ble him to vote in accordance with.this Order.

(3) The presiding officer, or any person'authorized by the presiding officer; 
may if he thinks fit, on the application of any voter, explain to the voter the 
method of voting in accordance with this Order, but in so doing he shall carefully 
abstain from any action which might be construed by the voter as advice or a 

' direction to vote for any particular candidate.
(4) The presiding officer may at any time while a poll is proceeding enter 

any compartment where ballot boxes have been placed and may take such steps 
as may be necessary to ensure that the boxes remain ready for the reception of 
ballot papers in accordance with the provisions of this Order, and that no voter 
delays unduly in any such compartment and that not more than one voter is in 
any such compartment at a time.

O
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4 0 . — (l)<The presiding officer at any polling station may in his discretion Voter may be required to make 
require any voter before he is given a ballot paper to. make and subscribe all or declarations, 
any o f the following declarations (which shall be exempt from stamp duty), viz : —

F irst.— “  I  (nam e in fu ll), of (address), hereby declare that I am the 
same person whose name appears as A . B . on the register of 
voters now in force for this electoral district.”

a ---------- :— ,
(Signature or mark of voter).

Declared before me this day of 19 .
J

(Signature of Presiding Officer).
Second .— ‘ ‘ I  (nam e in fu ll), of (address), hereby declare that I  have 

not already voted either here or elsewhere at this election for 
the election of a member for this electoral district. ’ ’

(Signature or mark of voter).
Declared before me this day of 19 .

1
(Signature of Presiding Officer).

and
Third.—W hen the election is a general election— ”  I  (name in fu ll), 

of (address), hereby declare that I  have not already voted at 
this general election in any other electoral district.”

Declared before me this
(Signature or mark of voter), 
day of 19 .

(Signature of Presiding Officer).
(2) If any person refuses to make any such declaration, the presiding officer

may refuse to give him a ballot paper. 1
(3) If any person wilfully makes a false statement in any such' declaration, 

he shall be guilty of a summary offence and shall be liable on conviction by a 
Police Magistrate to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment 
of either description for any term not exceeding six months.

41. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such a 
manner that it cannot be conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering 
to the presiding officer the ballot paper so inadvertently dealt with, and proving 
the fact of the inadvertence to the: satisfaction of the presiding officer, obtain 
another ballot paper in the place of the ballot paper so delivered up (in this 
Order called a “  spoilt ballot paper ” ), and the spoilt ballot paper shall be 
immediately cancelled.

. 42. If a person representing himself to be a particular voter named on the 
register applies for a ballot paper after Another person has voted as such voter, 
the applicant shall, on making and subscribing a, declaration (which shall be 
exempt from stamp duty) in the form hereinafter provided, be entitled to receive 
a ballot paper and to vote in the same manner as any other voter, but the 
ballot paper (in this Order called a “  tendered ballot paper ” ) shall be of a 
colour different from the other ballot papers, and, before being placed in a ballot 
box, shall be endorsed by the presiding .officer with! the name of the voter and 
his number in the register of voters * and the name of the voter and his number 
m the register shall be entered on a.list in this Order called the “  tendered votes 
list.”  Tendered ballot papers shall be dealt with in the manner hereinafter
;provided.

Spoilt ballot papers.

Tendered Votes.

0

F o rm  o f  D e c l a r a t io n . , . ,
I. A. B ., of — — ---  in the electoral district o f — -------— solemnly and

sincerely declare that I  am the same person whose name appears as A. B ., 
0• in the register of voters for the said electoral district. * > • . ■

v (Signature or mark), A. B .
Witness: C . D . ,

Presiding Officer.
.43. No ballot paper shall be delivered to a voter after the hour fixed for 

cosing the poll. But if at the hour aforesaid there is in the polling station any 
oter to whom a ballot- paper has been delivered, such voter shall be allowed to 

record his vote. -
,, 44- (1) The presiding officer of each polling station, as soon as practicable

e er the close of the poll, shall, in the presence o f the candidates or their 
w itk v  a^ents, if desirous of being present, make up into separate packets, sealed 

^ ,, 8 0wn seal and the seals of the candidates or their agents if they desire to 
<unx their seals—

(a) ' The unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together;
(b) The marked copies of the register of voters and the counterfoils of

the ballot papers; and
(c) The tendered votes list. /

©

Closing of poll.

O

Procedure con closing of poll.
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Counting votes.

o

Votes to be rejected.

\

. (2) The ballot boxes unopened shaH be secured by the presiding officer and\ 
sealed with his seal and with the seals of the candidates or their agents, if they'''' 
desire to affix their seals, in such manner that the boxes cannot be opcnbd.and 
nothing can be inserted therein without breaking the seals.

(3) The presiding officer shall despatch each such packet and the ballot 
boxes in safe custody to the returning officer.

45. — (1) Each candidate may appoint an agent to attend the counting of the 
votes, provided that written notice of the name and address of the agent so 
appointed shall be given by the candidate to the returning officer.

(2) The returning officer shall make arrangements for counting the votes in 
the presence of each candidate or of his agent as soon as practicable after he 
has received all the ballot boxes relating to any electoral district, and for that 
purpose shall give notice in writing to each candidate, or, if the candidate has 
appointed an agent, to such agent, of the time and place at which he will begin 
to count the votes.

(3) The returning officer, his assistants and clerks, and the candidates and 
their agents but no other person, except with the sanction of the returning officer, 
may be present at the counting of the votes.

(4) The votes shall be counted in accordance with the following provisions. 
All the ballot boxes allotted to a particular candidate shall be placed together 
and separated from those allotted to any other candidate and, subject to the 
provisions of this Article in regard to tendered votes, the counting of all the 
ballot papers contained in the boxes allotted to the same candidate shall be 
completed before the counting of the ballot papers contained in the boxes allotted 
to any other candidate is commenced. The order, as between the candidates, in 
which the counting of votes shall proceed shall be the alphabetical order of t'he 
candidates’ names. The returning officer or a person authorized by him shall, in 
the presence of the candidates or their agents, open each ballot box, and, taking 
out the papers therein, shall stamp each paper with the name of the candidate 
to whom the box in which the paper was contained was allotted and shall, subject 
to the provisions of this Article in regard to tendered votes, count and record 
the number thereof, and shall seal in a separate packet all the ballot papers in 
support of each candidate. The returning^ officer or other person, while counting 
and recording the number of ballot papers and counting the votes shall keep the 
ballot papers with their face upwards, and shall take all proper precautions for 
preventing any person from seeing the numbers printed on the back of such papers.

(5) 'ine returning officer snail endorse ' ‘ rejected ’ ' on any ballot paper 
which he may reject as invalid.

(6) The returning officer shall .not count the tendered ballot papers but shall
place them in separate packets according to the candidate whom they. support 
and shall mark each ballot paper and each packet with the name of such 
candidate and shall seal the packet and retain it, unless it is required for the 
purposes of an election petition. .

(7) When the counting of the votes has been completed, the returning 
officer shall forthwith declare the candidate to whom the greatest number of 
votes is given to be ele'Cted; provided that upon the application of any candidate 
or his agent a recount shall be made before the returning officer makes the 
declaration.

(8) When an equality of Votes is found to exist between any candidates, and 
the addition of a vote would entitle any of the candidates to be declared elected, 
the determination of the candidate to whom such one additional vote shall be

■ deemed to have been given shall be made by lot in the presence of the returning 
’ officer in such manner as he shall determine.

(9) Upon the completion of the counting, .and after the result has been 
declared by him, the returning officer shall seal up the ballot papers and all other 
documents relating to the election and shall, subject to the provisions of the next 
succeeding sub-clause, retain the same for a period of six months and thereafter

0 shall cause them to- be destroyed, unless otherwise directed by order of the
Governor.

(10) A judge of the Supreme Court may make an order that any ballot paper 
or other document relating to an election be inspected, copied, or produced at 
such time and place and subject to such conditions as the judge shall deem

• expedient, but shall not make such an order unless he is satisfied that such 
' inspection, copy, or production is required for the purpose of instituting or

maintaining a prosecution or an election petition in connection with the election.
Save as aforesaid, no person shall be allowed to inspect any such ballot 

paper or document after it has been sealed up in pursuance of sub-clause (9).
46. — (1) The returning officer shall reject as invalid the following ballot 

papers only, v iz .:—
Any ballot paper—

(a) which is not stamped or perforated with the official mark; or
(b) on which anything, except the number printed on its back, is 

written or marked by which the voter cap be identified,

(General) — CEYLON GOVT. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY - - Aeril 16, 1931
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(2) Before rejecting a ballot paper, the returning officer shall show it to each
candidate or his polling agent and hear his views thereon, taking all proper 
precautions to prevent any person from seeing the number printed on the back 
of the paper. ’

(3) The decision of the• returning officer whether' or not any ballot paper 
shall be rejected under this Article shall be final and shall not be questioned on 
an election petition.

47. The returning officer shall without delay report the result of the election Publication of result in 
to the Legal Secretary, who shall cause the name of the member elected to be Gazette. 
published in the G overnm ent G azette. ■ ■■ '■ •* ■■

48. No election shall be invalid by reason of any failure to comply with the Non-compliance with provisions 
provisions contained in this Order relating to elections if it .appears that the of Order, 
election was conducted in accordance with the principles laid down in such 
provisions, and that such failure did not affect the result of the election.

49.— (1) Every person who—  ........
(a) forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomina

tion paper or delivers to the returning officer any nomination 
paper knowing the same t o ,be forged; or

(b) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently
destroys any ballot paper or the official mark on any ballot 
paper; or --

(c) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any person; or
(d) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anything other than the

ballot paper which he is authorized by law to put in; or
(e) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot paper; or
(/) without due authority destroys, takes, opens, ,or otherwise inter

feres with any ballot box or packet of ballot papers then in use 
for the purposes of the election;

shall be guilty of a summary offence, and be liable on conviction by a Police 
Magistrate to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of 
either description for any term not exceeding six months.

(2) Every person who aids or abets or attempts to commit an offence 
specified in this Article shall be liable to the punishment provided for the offence.

(3) In any prosecution for an offence in relation to the nomination papers, 
ballot boxes, ballot papers, and marking instruments a,t an election, the property 
in such papers, boxes, and instruments may be stated to be in the returning 
officer at such election as wejl as the property in the counterfoils.

50:— (1) Every officer, clerk, candidate, and agent authorized to attend at a 
polling station, or at the counting of the votes, shall, before so attending, make a 
statutory declaration of secrecy in the form given in the Fourth Schedule to this 
Order or to the like effect. Such declaration shall be. made by the returning 
officer and by a presiding officer in the presence of a Justice of the Peace and when 
made by any otner person shall be made in the presence :of the returning officer 
or of a Justice of the Peace or of a presiding officer.

(2) Every officer, clerk, candidate, and agent in attendance at a polling 
station shall maintain, and aid in maintaining, the secrecy of the voting in such 
station, and shall not communicate, except for some purpose authorized by law, 
before the poll is closed, to any person any information as to the name or number 
on the register of voters of any elector who has or has not applied for a ballot 
Paper or voted at that station, or as to the official mark-

(3) No such officer, clerk, candidate, or agent, and no person whosoever 
shall attempt to obtain in the polling station information as to the candidate for 
whom any voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or communicate at 
any time to any person any information obtained in a polling station as to the 
candidate for whom any, voter in such station is about to vote or has voted, or 
as to the number on the back of the ballot paper given to any voter at such 
station.

,(4) Every officer, clerk, candidate, and agent in attendance at the counting 
of the votes shall maintain, .and aid in maintaining, the secrecy o f the voting, and 
shall not attempt to ascertain at such counting the number on the back of any 
allot paper, or communicate any information obtained at such counting as to 
he candidate for whom any vote is given by any particular ballot' paper.

(5) No person, except a presiding officer acting for a purpose authorized 
by this Order, or a person authorized by the presiding- officer and acting for such 
Purpose as aforesaid, shall communicate or attempt to communicate with any 
vuter after such voter shall have received a ballot paper and before he shall have 
placed the same in a ballot box.

(6) Every person who acts in contravention of the provisions of this Artiole 
shall be guilty of a summary offence, and shall be liable on conviction by a 
Nohce Magistrate, to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to imprison
ment of either description for any term not exceeding six months.

Offences in respect of 
nomination papers, &c.

Maintenance of secrecy at 
elections.
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Personation.

Treatin'*.

Undue influence.

Bribery.

C o r r u pt  P r a c t ic e s . ■

51. Any person who at an election held under this Order applies for a ballot 
paper in the name of some other person, whether that name be that of a person 
living or dead or of a fictitious person, or, who having voted once at any such 
election, applies at the same election for a ballot paper in his own name, shall 
be guilty of the offence of personation, which shall be a cognizable offence within 
the meaning of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898.

52. — (1) Any person who corruptly by himself or by any other person, either 
before, during, or after an election, directly or indirectly, gives or provides, or 
pays wholly or in part, the expense of giving or providing any meat, drink, enter
tainment, or provision to or for any person, for the purpose of corruptly influencing 
that person or any other person to give or refrain from giving his vote at the 
election, or on account of such person or any other person having voted or refrained 
from voting, or being about to vote or refrain from voting at such election, shall 
be guilty of the offence of treating.

(2) Every voter who corruptly accepts or takes any such meat, drink, enter
tainment, or provision shall also be guilty of the offence of treating.

53. Every person who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other 
person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make use of any force, violence, 
or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to inflict, by himself or by any other person, 
any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm, or loss upon or against any 
person in order to induce or compel such person to vote or refrain from voting, 
or on account 'of such person having voted or refrained from voting at any 
election, or who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device or contrivance 
impedes or prevents the free exercise of the franchise of any voter, or thereby 
compels, induces, or prevails upon any voter either to give or refrain from giving 
his vote at any election, shall be guilty of the offence of undue influence.

54. The following persons shall be deemed guilty of the offence of b r ib e ry —
(o) Every person who directly or indirectly by himself or by any other 

person on his behalf, gives, lends, or agrees to give or lend, or 
offers, promises, or promises to procure, or to endeavour to 
procure, any money or valuable consideration .to or for any 
voter, or to or for any person, on behalf of any voter or to or 
for any other person, in order to induce any voter to vote or 
refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid 
on account of such voter having voted or refrained from voting 
at any election under this Order;

(b) Every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or by any
other person on his behalf, gives or procures, or agrees to give 
or procure, or offers, promises, or promises to procure or to 
endeavour to procure any office, place, or employment to or for 
any voter or to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or to 
or for any other person in order to induce such voter to vote 
or refrain from voting, or corruptly does any such act as 
aforesaid on account of any voter having voted or refrained from 
voting at any election under this Order;

(c) Every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or by any
, other person on his behalf, makes any such gift, loan, offer, 
promise, procurement, or agreement as aforesaid to or for any 
person in order to induce such person to procure or endeavour 
to procure the return of any person as a member of the Council, 
or the vote of any voter at any election under this Order;

(d) Every person who upoij or in consequence of any such gift, loan,
offer, promise, procurement, or agreement procures or engages, 
promises or endeavours to procure, the return of any person as 
a member of the Council, or the vote of any voter at an election 

' under this Order;
(e) Every person who advances or pays or causes to be paid any money

to or to the use of any other person, with the intent that such 
money or any part thereof shall be expended in bribery at any 
election under this Order or who shall knowingly pay or cause 
to be paid any money to any person in discharge or repayment 
of any money wholly or in part expended in .bribery at any such 
election;

(/) Every voter who, before or during any election under this Order, 
directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his 
behalf, receives, agrees, or contracts for any money, gift, loan, 
or valuable consideration, office, place or employment, for him
self or for any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote or 
for refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting at any such 
election;
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(g) Every person who,- after any election under this Order, directly or 
> indirectly, by himself or by any other person on his behalf,
• ; receives any money or valuable: consideration on account of

• any person having voted or refrained from voting or having 
i  induced any other person to vote or to refrain from voting at 

‘ 'any such election. . ‘

55.— (1) Any person who, commits the offence of personation, treating, undue 
influence, or bribery, or aids, abets, counsels, or procures the commission of the 
offence of personation, and any candidate or election agent who knowingly makes 
the declaration as to election expenses required by Article 67 falsely shall be 
guilty of a corrupt practice, and shall be liable on conviction by a District Court 
in the discretion of the court to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or to 
imprisonment of either description for. any period not exceeding six months’ or to 
both such fine and imprisonment and shall by conviction become incapable for 
a period of seven years from the date of his conviction of being registered as a 
voter, or voting at any election under this Order, or of being elected a member, 
and if at that date he has been elected a member, his election shall be vacated 
from the date of such conviction.

Punishment and incapacities for 
corrupt practice.,

, (2) A prosecution for a corrupt practice shall not be instituted, without the
■ sanction of the Attorney-General. ■ . . .. • ■

E lection A gent, E lection E xeienses, : and Illegal P ractices. ./

56.— (1) On or before the day of nomination at an. election a person shall be Nomination of eleotios. agent, 
named in writing by or on behalf of each candidate as his agent for such election ,
and such person is in this Order referred to as the election agent.

(2) A candidate may name himself as election agent, and thereupon shall, so . 
far as circumstances admit, be subject to the provisions of this Order, both, as a ,
candidate and as an election agent, and any reference in this Order to an election • ,
agent shall be construed to refer to the candidate acting in his capacity of election 

/agent. • • '
(3) On or before the day of nomination the, name and address of the election /. ,

agent of each candidate shall be declared in writing by the candidate or some G ^
other person on his behalf to the returning officer, and the returning officer shall
forthwith, by affixing a notice in a conspicuous place.outside his Office, give public ■
notification of the name and address of every election agent so declared. .

(4) One election agent only shall be appointed for each candidate, but the ~ '
appointment, whether the election agent appointed be the candidate himself or
not, may be revoked and in the event of such revocation or of his death, whether ■ , 
such event is before, during, or after the election, then forthwith another election 
agent shall be appointed, and his name and address declared in writing-to the . 
returning officer, who shall forthwith give public notice of the same in the manner .
aforesaid. .

57. No person shall be appointed election agent who has within seven years- Person guilty of corrupt practice 
previous to such appointment been found guilty of any corrupt practice under this . be appointed election

, ,  ̂58.— (1) The election agent of a candidate shall appoint every polling agent, Making of contracts through 
e. er77 an<̂  mossenger em ployed for payment on behalf o f the candidate at an election agent, ,

aPd hire every com m ittee-room  hired on behalf of the Candidate, and 
s all before the opening o f the poll inform the presiding; officer at eaeh polling *
s ation in writing o f the nam e of the polling agent or. agents appointed to act at .
ffiat polling station. ° ’
of ^  contract whereby any expenses are incurred on account o f or in respect /
■a •/^j’-eon<*uc*-or. management • o f an election shall not be enforceable against a 

andidate at such election, unless made by the candidate him self or by his election A
th ??ov^ e^ inability under this Article to enforce such Contract against
oi.e-na , da*e n°t  relieve the candidate from the consequences of any corrupt /
, 4 egal practice com m itted by his agent. 9 .

■ aud Except as permitted by or in pursuance of this Order, no payment
a f °  a“ ^ ce or deposit shall be m ade by a candidate at an election, or by any 
befo ° f  the candidate, or by any other person at any time, whether
a re,’ ®j™ g, or after such election, in respect of any expenses incurred on 
thatch » °r 'n resPect °-E the conduct or management of such election, otherwise 

by ’or through the election agent of the candidate; and all money provided 
of G££  person other than the candidate for any expenses incurred on account
by

leap ^  reSPect °f the conduct or management of the election, whether as gift. 
n°t other^06’ ° r ^eP0Ŝ ’ be paid tp the candidate or his election agent arid
pay -ise; provided that this Article shall not be deemed to apply to any 
°wnrii '̂  ^le ret'uming officer or to any .sum disbursed by any person out of his
repaid ôr any small expense legally incurred by himself, if such sum is notto him.
°| th^  4 4̂ ^irSOn wb ° makes any payment, advance, or deposit in contravention 
sforesa d  -l ’ ™ contravention of this Article any money so provided as

shall be guilty of an illegal praptice.

Payment of expanses through 
election agent. • , /.

o
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Period for sending in claims and 
making payments for election 
expenses.

Hemuneration of election agent.

Personal expenses of candidate 
and petty expenses?

Expenses in excess of maximum 
to be illegal practice.

60. — (1) Every payment made by an election agent in respect of any expenses- 
incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct or management of an election 
shall, except where less than' twenty rupees, be vouched for by a bill stating, 
the particulars and by a receipt.

(2) Every claim . against a candidate at an election or his election agent in , 
respect of any expenses incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct or 
management of such election, which is not sent in to the election agent, within- 
fiio time limited by this Order, shall be barred and shall not be paid; and 
subject to such exception as may be allowed in pursuance of this Order, an 
election agent who pays a claim in contravention of this Article shall be guilty 
of an illegal practice.

(3) Except, as by this Order permitted, the time limited by this Order for 
sending in claims shall be fourteen days after the day on which the candidate 
returned' is declared elected.

(4) All expenses incurred by or on behalf of a candidate at an election, which 
are incurred on account of or in respect of the conduct or management Of such 
election, shall be paid within the time limited by this Order and not otherwise;, 
and, subject to such' exception as may be allowed in pursuance of this Order, 
an election agent who makes a payment in contravention of this provision shall 
be guilty of an illegal practice.

(5) Except as by this Order permitted, the time limited by this Order for the 
payment of such expenses as aforesaid shall be twenty-eight days after the day. 
on which the candidate returned is declared elected.

(6) Where it has been proved to the satisfaction of the election court by a ’ 
candidate that any payment made, by an election agent in contravention of this 
Article was made without the sanction or connivance of such candidate, the 
election of such candidate shall not be void, nor shall he be subject to any 
incapacity under this Order by reason only of such payment having been made 
in contravention of this Article.

(7) If the'election agent in the case of any claim-sent in to him within the 
time limited by this Order disputes it, or refuses or fails to pay it within the 
said period of twenty-eight days, such claim shall be deemed to be a disputed 
claim.

(8) The claimant may, if he thinks fit, bring an action for a disputed claim 
in any. competent court; and any sum paid by the candidate or his agent in 
pursuance of the judgment or order of such court shall be deemed to be paid 
within the time limited by this Order, and to be an exception from the provisions 
of this Order, requiring claims to be paid by the election agent.

(9) On cause shown to the satisfaction of a judge of the Supreme Court, 
such judge on application by the claimant or by the candidate or his election 
agent may by order give leave for the payment by a candidate or his election 
agent of a disputed claim-, or of a claim for any such, expenses as aforesaid, 
although sent in after the time in this Article mentioned for sending in claims, 
or although the same was sent in to the candidate ahd not to the election agent.

(10) Any sum specified in the order of -leave may be paid by the candidate 
or his election agent, and when paid in pursuance of such leave shall be deemed 
to be paid within the time limited by this Order.

61. So far as circumstances admit, this Order shall apply to a claim for 
his’ remuneration by an election agent and to the payment thereof in like manner
a s . if he were any other creditor, and if any difference arises respecting the 
amount of such claim, the claim shall be a disputed claim within the meaning 
of this Order, and be dealt with accordingly.

62. — (1) The candidate at an election may pay any personal expenses incurred 
by him on account of or in connection with or incidental to such election to an 
amount not exceeding two thousand rupees, but any further personal expenses so 
incurred by him shall be paid by his election agent.

(2) The candidate shall send to the election agent within the time limited 
by this- Order for sending in claims a written statement of the amount of personal . . 
expenses paid as aforesaid by such candidate.

(3) The personal expenses, of a candidate include his' reasonable travelling
expenses, and the reasonable expenses of his living at hotels or elsewhere for 
the purposes of .the election. ~

(4) Any person may, if so authorized in writing by. the election agent of the 
candidate, pay any necessary expense for stationery, postage, telegrams, and 
other petty expenses to a total amount not exceeding that named in the authority, 
but any excess above the total amount so named shall be paid by the election 
agent.

(5) A statement of the particulars of payments made by any person so • 
authorized shall be sent to the election agent within the time limited by this 
Order, for the sending in of claims, and shall be vouched for by a bill containing 
the receipt of that person.

63. — (1) Subject to such exception as may be allowed in pursuance of this:
Order, no sum shall be paid and no expense shall be incurred by a candidate at . 
an election or his election agent, whether before, during, or after an election,, on 
account of or in respect of the conduct or management of such election, in’ excess 
of seven thousand five hundred rupees or pf an amount equal to thirty cents for 
each voter on the register, whichever amount shall be the larger. - •
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, FrovidSd that there shall net be included in iudh ameunt mjyfeapendituije 

•incurred by *the scandidate for his -personal expenses, nor the .fee, .if toy,, .paid ;to 
‘ , the election agent not exceeding one‘thouriani rupees.

(2) Any candidate or election agent who knowingly acts in centrayentdon of, 
•this Article shall be guilty of an illeghl practice.

No payment or -contract for payment' shall, for' ;the. ptirpose >61 
•promoting or procuring the election of a candidate alt any election; 'be made^

’ (a) On aecoimt of the odnyeyance of voters to or from the poll,-whether
for the hiring Of vehicles Or AteMAls'of tmnsport Of Ahy tehd 
whatsoever, or for railway fares, orOtherwise; Or 

(b) To or with a voter on account '<3f 'the iisO *ttf Any h&uft, land, 
building, or premises for the exhibition of any address, bill, or 

r notice, or on account of the exhibition of Any address, bill, or 
notice. ,

(2) Subject to such exception as may be allowed in pursuance, ef this Order, 
►if any payment or contract, for .payment -is knowingly made in contravention of 
this Article either before,, during, or after an election, the person making. svJeh 
payment , or contract shall be guilty of an illegal practice, and any person

;• receiving such payment or being a party to any such ,cdntract, knowing -the? shine 
to be,in contravention of this Article, shall also be guilty of an illegal practice.

(3) Provided that Where it is the ordinary business of a voter as ah advertising 
agent to. exhibit for payment, bills And advertisements, a payment to or contract 
with such voter, if made, in the ordinary 'courses, of business, Shall not be deemed

, 'to be An illegal practice within the meahing of this Article. ,
(4) Provided further that where voters 'tee unable at an election to reach 

.their polling stations from their place of residency without crossing the sea or a 
branch or arm thereof or a river, 'this Article shall not prevent the provision of 
means for conveying such voters by sea to their,, polling stations,, or . to enable 
them to cross'the river in order to reach ‘their polling stations, add the amount 
of payment for such means of conveyance fnay be in addition to the maximum 
EtDCunt of expenses allowed by this Order.

65.—(1) No person shall, for the purpose of promoting or procuring the

purposes dr in the capacities following:
(a) One election agent and no more;(b) One polling ageh't f  dr each pidllmg teatidh fOr'eVeVytWb thousand

voters allotted to such Station. If the total number of voters 
allotted to ahy polling. Station is- Jess than 2,600, it shall be 
reckoned As 2,000. Any-dSceSs ieSs than 2,000 left over after 
'dividing the total number Of WOterB'Allotted tb*any polling station 
by 2,000 shall be'Tdckoned as 2,0001 

(o) A reasonable number o f’clerks and toOssedgef6, having regard to 
the -area 'of the 'electoral ’disMdt !and the number of electors on 
the reg-istte of electors fte Stfoh'district'.

(2) Subject to such exception as may bAtelOWe'S ih pteSuAnce of this Order,
if :9n f  ptesOh is engaged Or 'employed i& eontrtVSiifloh Of this Article, either 
befOte', durihg, or after An election, the'perSSd ^gA^ng Ort tenploying him shall 
be•gdilty.Of ad'illegal prAdtiee. \

66. The provisions of this Order prohibiting certain payments and contracts 
fot payments, and the payment of any Min', '’add ’tie fdddrraig Of expMfseS Si 
OxOtes'S Of ■ a dertain maximum, shall ndt -affect tie fight of any; Orfeditdf,, Wlp, 
when the contract Was made or th!6' expense WAS ih^Srfed, was IgpofAnt'of the 
same being &■ contravention Of this Older.

‘67.—11) Within thirty-one days after the date of the .pubMcatibn of "the 
result .of an election-in the government Gazette, the election agent' of every 
candidate at that election shall fj-ansnpii,]fco mtunpng officefr.a.refum of the 
dedtioh expenses of such person, containing the particulars Specmea in tne Fifth 
Schedule to this Order, signed both by the candidate and by his election agent.

!(2) Every sdch return shall contain a statement Of all.payments made/by the 
candich$eOf by his election agent, ot by Any persohs On behalf 'of the caMidhte, 
or in ms interests, for 'expanse's incurted On accOOnt of, Or in rPspdct of, the 
conduct and management Of the election, ahd a fhrth'6* ststeineht'm  all unpaid 
dltems m respect of Biieh expenses, of, which he 6t tes eledtioO Agent is aware.

(3) The return shall be ac’crompaniedby teê tei8iiM s, by {Bfi candidate and his 
etajUoopagatifc Whieh shall be in the foim contained in the Fifth Schedule to this 
©rdhr ,and* shall be made-on bath or afiBitnation before *  justide of the peace.

(4) If any candidate Or ejection agent acts- ite contravention of the require-
vSkto-M  tefcjert 'ASrtadle 65, be guilty
Man illegal prttStiee.

When any return of Election expeteesMfthe declaration made in 
IbefeOf have been lodged with the fgtf^hg 'omdte, the returning officer 

ShaH; AS sooh as may be, Oanse a nOteide Of the data 00 Which the return and 
declarations- in question have been lodged', AM Of the tihfe ahd place at which

..  A 4 • "  5

Certain expenditure to be illegal practice.

Certain employment to be illegal.

Saving for creditors.

o

Betum and declaration 
respecting, glection expenses.

Publication of deposit of 
retnrn, 4#.'
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Punishment on conviction for 
illegal practice.

Beport exonerating candidate 
in certain cases of corrupt and 
illegal practice by agents.

Power of election court to 
except innocent act from being 
illegal practice, Ac.

O

Authorized excuse for non* 
compliance with provisions as to 
return and declaration 
respecting election expenses.

fee of one rupee, be . entitled to inspect any such return or declaration and, on 
payment of thirty-six cents for every folio of one hundred and twenty words, to 
obtain a copy or copies or of any part thereof.

69. — (1) Any person committing ah illegal practice shall on conviction by a 
District Court be liable to a fine not exceeding three hundred rupees and shall 
by conviction become incapable during a period of three years from the date of 
conviction of being registered as a voter or voting at any election and of being 
elected a member, and if at that date he has been elected a member, his election 
shall,be-vacated from the date, of such conviction.

(2) A prosecution for an illegal practice shall not be instituted without the 
sanction .of-the Attorney-General.

E x c u se  fo r  C o r r u pt  or I l l e g a l  P r a c t ic e .

70. Where, upon the trial of an election petition respecting an election 
under this Order, the election judge reports that a candidate at such election has 
been guilty by his agents of the offence of treating and undue influence, and 
illegal practice, or of any of such offences, in reference to such election, and the 
election judge further reports, after giving the Attorney-General an opportunity 
of being heard, that the candidate has proved to the court—

(a) That no corrupt or illegal practice was committed at such election 
by the candidate or his election agent and the offences men- 

. tioned in the said report were committed contrary to the orders 
and without the sanction or connivance of such candidate or 
his election agent; and

.(b) That such candidate and his election agent took all 'reasonable 
means for preventing the commission of corrupt and illegal 

, . practices at such election; and
(c) That the offences mentioned in the said report were of a trivial,

unimportant,.and limited character; and
(d) That in all other respects the election was free from any corrupt

or illegal practice on the part of such candidate and of his 
agents;

then the'election of such candidate shall not, by reason of the offences mentioned 
m such report, be void, nor shall the candidate be subject to any incapacity under 
this Order.

71. . Where, on application made, it is shown to an election judge or to a 
judge of the Supreme Court by such evidence as seems to the judge sufficient: —

(a) That any act or omission of a candidate at any election, or of his
election agent or of any other agent or person, would, by reason 
of being the payment of a sum or the incurring of expense in 
excess o f any maximum amount allowed by this Order, or of 
being a payment, engagement, employment, or contract in con
travention of this Order, or of otherwise being in contravention 
of any o f the provisions of this Order, be but for this Article an 
illegal practice; and

(b) That any such act or omission arose from inadvertence or from
accidental miscalculations or from some other reasonable cause 
o f a like nature, and in any ease did not arise from any want of 

. good faith;
and under the circumstances it seems to the judge, after giving the . Attorney- 
General an opportunity of being heard, to be just that the candidate and the said 
election and other agent and person, or any of them, should not be subject to any 
of the consequences under this Order of the said act or omission, the judge may 
make an order allowing such act or omission to be an exception from the provi
sions of this Order which would otherwise make the same an illegal practice, 
payment, employment, or hiring, and thereupon such candidate, agent, or person 
shall not be subject to any of the consequences under this Order of the said act.or 
omission. \ ' _ . ' ’ .’ ’ ’• 1

72. — (1) Where the return and declarations respecting election expenses of
a candidate at an election have not been transmitted as required by this Older, or 
being transmitted contain some error or false statement, then—  X*?

. (a) If the candidate applies to an election judge or a judge of the. 
Supreme Court and shows that the failure to transmit such 
return and declarations, or any of them, or any part thereof, or
any error.or false statement therein; has arisen b y  reason of .his
illness, or of the absence, death, illness, or misconduct of his. 
election agent or of any clerk or officer of such agent, or by 
reason of inadvertence or of .any reasonable teause, of a .like 
nature, and not by reason df any want o f good faith on the part 
o f the .applicant; or , •,

■ (b) If the election agent of the candidate applies* to an election judge 
,or a judge of the Supreme Court and.shows that.the,failure to

. . .  r transmit the return and-declarations’.which he was ..required to 
. ; transmit,, or any part thereof, or any ,error or, false.statem ent 

_ rrr■i », ther^n,.‘^ s e  b y  rbfflten'.obhis illhess Or ,df the deerchrctf IlHcftfeS



of any prior election agent of the candidate,, or of the absence, 
death, illness, or misconduct of any clerk, or officer of an elec
tion agent of the candidate, or by reason of inadvertence or of 
any reasonable cause of a like nature, and not by reason of any 
want of good faith on the part of the applicant; 

the judge may, after such notice o f the application, and on. production of such 
evidence of the grounds stated in the application, and of the good faith of the 
application, and otherwise, as to the judge seems fit, and after giving the 
Attorney-General an opportunity of being heard, make such order for allowing an 
authorized excuse for the failure to transmit such return and declaration, or for an 
error or false statement in such return and declaration, as to the judge seems just.

(2) Where it appears to the judge that any person being or having been 
election agent has refused or failed to make such return or supply such particulars 
as will enable the candidate and his election agent, respectively, to comply with 
the provisions of this Order as to the return and declaration respecting election 
expenses, the judge before making an order allowing the excuse as in this Article- 
mentioned shall order such person to attend before the judge, and shall, unless 
he attends and shows cause to the contrary, order him to make the return and 
declaration, or to deliver a statement of the particulars required to be contained 
in the return, as to the judge seems just, and to make or deliver .the same within 
such time and to such person and in such manner as the judge may direct, or may 
order him to be examined with respect to such particulars, and in default of 
compliance with any such order, such person shall be guilty of an illegal practice.

(3) The order may make the allowance conditional upon the . making of the 
return and. declaration in a modified form or within an extended time, and upon 
the compliance with such other terms as to the judge seems best calculated for. 
carrying into effect the objects of this Order; and an order allowing an authorized 
excuse shall relieve the applicant for the order from any liability or consequences 
under this Order in respect of the matter excused by the order; and where it is 
proved by the candidate to the judge that any act or omission of the election 
agent in relation to the return and declaration respecting election expenses was 
without the sanction or connivance of the candidate, and that the candidate took 
all reasonable means for preventing such act or omission, the judge shall relieve 
the candidate from the consequences of such act. or omission on the part of his 
election agent.

(4) The date of the order, or if conditions and terms are to be complied with, 
the date at which the applicant fully complies with them, is referred to in this 
Order as the date of the allowance-of the excuse.

G r o u n d s  f o r  A v o id in g  E l e c t io n s .
73. The election of a candidate as a member is avoided by his conviction 

lor any corrupt or illegal practice.
74. The election of a candidate as a member shall be declared to be void on 

an election petition on any of the following grounds which may be proved to the 
satisfaction of the election judge, v iz .: —

(a) That by reason of general bribery, general treating, or general
intimidation, or other misconduct, or other circumstances, 
whether similar to those before enumerated or not, the majority 
of electors were or may have been prevented from electing the 
candidate whom they preferred;

(b) Non-compliance with the provisions of this Order relating to elec
tions if it appears that the election was not conducted in 
accordance with the principles laid down in such provisions and 
that such non-compliance affected the result of the election;

(c) That a corrupt practice or illegal practice was committed in connec
tion with the election by the candidate or with his knowledge 
or consent or by any agent of the candidate;

(d) That the candidate personally engaged a person as his election
agent, or as a canvasser or agent knowing that such person had 
within seven years previous to such engagement been found 
guilty of a corrupt practice by a District Court or by the report 

•of an election judge;
(e) That the candidate was at the time of his election a person

disqualified for election as a member.
PART VI.

E l e c t io n  P e t it io n s .
. 75.—(1) Every election petition shall be tried by the Chief Justice or by a
Judge of the Supreme Court nominated by the Chief Justice for the purpose.

(2) The Chief Justice or the judge so nominated is, in this Order, referred to 
as the election judge.

(3) For the purpose of summoning or compelling the attendance of witnesses 
?t the trial of an election petition, the election judge shall have the same power, 
jurisdiction,' and authority as are possessed and exercised by the judge of a District 
t'Ourt in the trial of a civil action; and witnesses shall be sworn in the same 
uianner, as near as circumstances will admit, as in5the trial of such an action, 
and ■ball be subject to the same penalties for the giving of false evidence.
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Who may present petition.

Belief which may be claimed.

Certificate of judge as to 
validity of election.

Beport of judge as to corrupt or 
illegal practice.

Tjme for presentation.

(4) The election judge shall be attended on the trial of1 an election petition 
in-the Same manner- as if she were a judge of'the Supreme Court’ sitting at assizes.

(5) Unless otherwise ordered by the Chief Justice, a ll interlocutory matters 
in connection, with an- election petition- may be- dealt- with and decided by any 
judge of the Supreme-Court.

76; An election petition- may be, presented to the Supreme Court by any 
one or more of-the following-persons, v iz .:—

(a) Sqjnq, pqrppn. w-bp vptpd or had a right tp vote at the election, to
Whi°b: 'the petition rplates.;

(b) , Some pprspn claiming tp. have had. a right to. bp:, returned or
elected, at such election^

(c) (Scape, person alleging-himself, to haye been, a candidate, at, spch
election.

77; A llor any of the following relief to which the petitioner, may be entitled 
. may be claimed m an election petition, v iz .:—

(a) A declaration that the election is void;
(10,.A dpqlayation.that % e return of the, person.elected,was undue,;,
(c) A declaration that any candidate was duly, elected and ought tp

' have,be,en returned;
(d) ^ihereAh§ seat is. claimed, for an unsuccessful, candidate) on, the,

ground that he had a majority of lawful, votps, a, scrutiny,.

76. At'the conclusion of the trial of an election petition the. election judge 
shall'determine whether the member whose return or election is complained' of, 
or any other and what person, was duly returned' or. elected, or whether the 
election was, void; and shall certify such determination to the Governor. Upon 
such certificate being giv.en, such determination shall be final; and the return 
sha.ll be confirmed, or altered; or the Governor shall by notice under Article 28 
appoint’ another datp for the election of a member for the electoral district' 
concerned; as the oa.se may require, in accordance with such certificate.

79.— (1) At the conclusion, of the trial of an. election petition the election 
jqdgf>,sh.aIIajso report in writjngtp tjie Gpvernor^-

(a) Whether any corrupt or illegal practice has or has not been, proved
to have been committed by or with the knowledge and consent 
of j-any candidate at. the,election, or by his agent, and:the.nature 
of such corrupt or, illegal practice; and

(b) the names and descriptions of all persons, if any, who have been
proved at the trial to have been guilty of any corrupt or illegal 
practice.

(2) Before any person is reported by an election judge under this Article, 
the election, judge, shall give such person an opportunity, of-being heard and of 
giving and casing evidence to show- why he should.not be reported.

(3) When an election judge reports that a, corrupt or illegal practice has-been 
oommitteid by,apy. person, that, person shall,be, subject-to the,same-incapacities
as. -mat.tpa.dgjie.of‘ the.said'report-he had been conyicted of;that practice, and a 
per^qn shall bp subject tq . tjie, same incapacities, ifr he was: a candidate at the 
elqctiqn, apd t^e. election, judge.. rpppriiEf thaij such - corrupt, or illegal practice was 
committed with his jmowledge aqd copsept or by his agent.,

(4) Thq Gpyerpor, shajl c.ause, a cppy„ of such report, tp be published in the 
Qpvernxnfifit, G azette, and.,it shall be the duty of,every, registering officer forthwith 
tmpepuip.tbp report,and, forthwith , to delete, from the-,register o f voters assigned 
to hinfi tfe-uaipe, of my-person,appearing from the report, to be incapable of voting
at, .ap(eleptipp.

80;.-r-(l)' Every election petition shall be presented, within twenty-one days 
of the date of publication-of theresult-of the election in the Governm ent Gazette.

(2) Provided' that-—
(а ) . An,, election, petition questioning the. return qr, election upon the

ground .of a ,corrupt, practice apd, specifically alleging a payment 
of money or other act to have been, made .or done since the date 
afpresaid by.the.member.whose:election is questioned or by an 
agent of the, member or with, the. pyiyity, of the member or his 
election agent in pursuance or in furtherance of such corrupt 
practice may, so far as. respects such corrupt practice, be 
presented at any time within, twenty-eight days after the date 
of such,payment or act;

(б) An election petition questioning the return or the election upon,an
allegation. of an illegal practice may, so far. as. respects, such- 
illegal practice, be presented within the time following, that is 
to sq y : —

(i.) . At, apy time., before the, expiration-of fourteen-, days 
after-the dqy, of the. publicatipnin the Government 
G azetfeo f. the .notice requjrpd by, Article 68 as to the 
election, expenses of, the member-whosetelection is 
questioned;
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(ii.) IE the election petition specifically alleges a payment 
of money or other act to have been made or done 
since the said day by the member whose election is 
questioned or by an agent, of the member or with the 
privity of the member, or- of his election agent in 
pursuance or in furtherance of the illegal practice 
alleged in the petition, the petition may be presented 
at any time within twenty-eight days after the date 
of such payment or other act.

(3) An election petition presented in due time may, for the purpose of 
questioning the return or election upon an. allegation of a corrupt or illegal 
practice, bq. amended with the.leay.e of a.judge of the Supreme Court.within the 
time within which an, election petition questioning the return or election upon 
that, ground, may be presented.

(4) For the purposes of this. Article, where there is, an authpmnd excuse for, 
failing to make and transmit the return and; declarations respecting election 
expenses, the date of the allowance of the excuse, or if there was a, failure in two 
or more particulars and the excuse was allowed at different times, the date of the 
allowance of the last excuse shall be substituted; for the date of, the publication 
in the Governm ent G azette of the notice mentioned in paragraph (6) of sub-clause
(2) of this Article.

81. No voter who has voted at any election shall; in- any proceeding to 
question the election, be required to.state for whom he has voted.

82. — (1) On a scrutiny at the trial'of an election petition the following votes 
only shall be struck off, v i z . :—

(a) The vote of any person whose name was not on the register of
voters assigned t o . the. polling, station at which,,the vote, was 
recorded or who has not, been authorized-to vote-at;sqch,station 
under. Article 36;

(b) the vote, of- any, person, whose vote,, was procured, by,- bribery,
treating, or undue influence-; "

(c) the vote of any person who committed or procured the commission
of personation,at the election;

(d) where the election was a general election, the. vote of any person
proved to have voted at such general'election in more than one 
electoral district;

(e) the vote of. any. person, , who, by reason of a conviction of a corrupt
or illegal practice or by. reason of.the report .of, an ejection judge,, 
was incapable of'voting-at-the election;

(/) , votes given for a. disqualified candidate by a voter knowing that-the 
candidate was,disqualified or, the facts, causing, the dis,qualifica7 
tion, or • after, sufficient, public notice o f tfae disquAUfioation,, or- 
when the disqualification or-the facts causing it. were notorious.

(2) ,The vote of a registered'voter shall not; except in the-ease-specified-in 
suhailause. (1) (e.) of this Article,, be struck off at a scrutiny by. reason;only of the 
voter not hating-been or. not .being qualified to. have his. name, entered, on the 
register of voters.

(3) . On a scrutiny,, any, tendered vote proved to be a valid vote shall, on the
application of any party, to the petition, be added to the poll.

83. — (1) Subject to the provisions of this Article, the procedure and practice 
on election .petitions shall be regulated by the rules contained in the Sixth Schedule 
to this Order.

(2) The Governor m ay from time to time make rules, to be published-in-the 
Government G azette, amending, rescinding, or supplementing such ,ru les,;

(3) All such rules shall, as soon1 as conveniently may be, be laid before the 
Council, and may, at any of the.next.,following.three meetings, be rescinded by 
resolution of the Council, but, without prejudice to anything already done there
under, and.if not -so rescinded, shall be deemed;to .be valid,

(4) • If any. matter of > procedure or-practice on an election petition shall i arise, 
whichtis not. provided for. by this Order or by such rules, the procedure or-practie© 
followed in England on the same matter shall, so far as it is .not incopsistent with 
mis Order or any such rules and is suitable for application. t o , the. islandj be 
followed-and shall have effect.

84. On an. election petition the decision of, a returning., officer,, whether or 
uot a ballot paper ah all be rejected under .Article, 46 shall not be questioned^

PART V II,.
General.

85. If any difficulty arises in first giving effect to any of the provisions of this 
Order, the Governor, as occasion may require, may, by Order published in the 
Government G azette, do anything which appears, to him necessary for.the purpose 
0 , ^prbying. the difficulty. The Governor may, by Proclamation in the Gazette, 
withinifeix months from the date of this Order, and provided that His Majesty’s 
approval be previously signified to him through the Secretary o f ‘ State, vary, 
the*11’ °r a<̂  any ° f  the provisions of this Order to carry out the purposes of

Do His.Majesty hereby reserves to Himself, His Heirs, and Successors, 
y  with the advice of His or Their Privy Council,-to revoke, alter,- or-amend 

8 Order as to Him or Them shall seem fit.
M. P. A. HANKEY.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote.

Votes to be struck off at a 
scrutiny.

Procedure and practice on 
election petitions.
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Power to revoke and amend 
Order.
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FIRST s c h e d u l e : ,
(Article 9.)

Form “ A.”
Certificate of Permanent Settlement.

Government Agent 
Assistant Government Agent, of ----------- ; hereby certify that

Dated at -

is permanently, settled in Ceylon or is residing in Ceylon with intent to settle therein.
Signed:----------- ,

Government Agent. 
Assistant Government Agent.

of

■ this • day o f • 193

I,

F obm “ B.”
Form of declaration by Applicant for Certificate of Permanent Settlement.

hereby solemnly and sincerely declare that I have been continuously resident in
Ceylon for a period of not less than five years exclusive of temporary absences not exceeding 
eight months in air during such period of five years and that I am permanently settled in Ceylon 
or am residing in Ceylon with intent to settle therein.

Signed:----------- ,
Before me-----------

Government Agent or 
Assistant Government Agent.

(Attesting Officer.)

This
at -
■ day of • 193

SECOND; SCHEDULE,
(Article 17.)

■ . . /  F obm “ A ”
Form of claim by Person whose Name has been omitted or expunged from the Register.

' To the Registering Officer o f ............. Electoral District.
I, (Give name, Christian or ge or other names in full; surname or ge name first)................

who possess the residential qualification a t (state exact address or addresses of residence in the 
electoral district AND ALL the following particulars which are applicable)....................

{Tulana or
Wasama or >in the division of

Yidane’s division J
f Horala or 1

the < Udayar or >of ....................................................................  in the
Vidane Arachchi J

Chief Headman’s division of ................................... ........................................................ or
in the ..........................................................................................................................  Ward in the
town of .................................................................................................................................................................................. in the
above-named electoral district, hereby declare that I  made due application to the Registering
Officer at. (State name of Kachcheri or other office of Registering . Officer) :........ ;....................... to
have my name entered in the register of voters for the above-named electoral district, and I  
hereby claim to have iny nam e, which has been omitted, (or expunged,) inserted in the aforesaid
register for the registration area of ............................................................ on the following grounds (State
grounds of claim):.................................................................................................................................

My address for notice is ...................................................................................... .......................

Dated the ............. day of ...............  19...

(Signature or mark of Claimant.)
Signed or marked by the above-named claimant in my presence this .............  day of .............

19... a t .............
(Signature of witness.) ,

(Address of witness.)
F obm “ B.”

Form of Objection.
To the Registering Officer of the........... Electoral District.
I, (Give name, Christian or ge or other names in full; surname or ge name first)................

* of (Give full postal address) ...1,........... hereby declare that I am registered as a voter in the
above-named Electoral District, and object to the name/names of the person/persons mentioned 
and described below being retained on the register of voters for the above-named Electoral District. 
The grounds of my objection are specified below.

My address for notice is ....................

Registration area and 
number of persons 

objected to.
Name of person 

objected to.
Place of abode as 
described in . the 

register.
Ground of objection.

Dated the............. day o f ...............19...
(Signature or mark of objector.)

Signed or marked by the above-named objector in my presence this .............  day of
19... a t ............. .

(Signature of witness.)

(Address of witness.)
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THIRD SCHEDULE.
(Article .25.)

Form, of Nomination Paper.
Nomination Paper for the.................................................... .............................. electoral district.

1. Name of candidate in full ................................ ............................................................
•' ‘ , 2. Address ........... ........... 1....................... a .......................................... ...........................

3. Occupation .......................................................... ........... ,............................................
4. Name of proposer in full ..............................................................................................
5. Name of seconder in fu ll...............................................................................................

Signature of proposer .-................................................................:.....................
Signed by the above-named ............................................. .................. (proposer) in my presence
this....................................... . day o f ........................................19........

A.B. (a Justice of the Peace or a Notary Public). "  .............
Signature of seconder .........................................................................................................
Signed by the above named ............................................................................(seconder)
in my presence this .......................................... day o f ..........................................  19......

C.D. (a Justice of the Peace or a Notary Public).

EOURTH SCHEDULE.
(Article 60.)

Form of Declaration of Secrecy.
I solemnly promise and declare that T will not at Pus election for the .....................................

electoral district do anything forbidden by Article 60 of the Ceylon (State Council Elections) 
Order in Council, 1931, which has been read to me.

Signature of person taking the declaration. Signature of . declarant.
Date...............

N ote.— The Article must be read to the declarant by the person taking the declaration.

. FIFTH SCHEDULE. .
(Article 67.)

RETURN OF ELECTION EXPENSES.
1. Under the head of receipts there shall be shown the name and description of every person 

(including the candidate), club, society, or association from whom any money, security, or equiva- 
lent of money was received in respect of expenses incurred on account of, or in connection with, or 
.incidental to the election, and the amount received from each person, club, society, or association 
separately.

2. Under the head of expenditure there shall be shown—
(a) The personal expenses of the candidate incurred or paid by him or his election agent. 
(i>) The name, and the rate, and total amount of the pay of each person employed'as 

an agent (including the election agent), clerk, or messenger.
(c) The travelling expenses and any other expenses incurred by the candidate or his

election agent on account of agents (including the election agent), clerks, or 
. . , , messengers.

(d) The travelling expenses of persons, whether in receipt of salary or not, incurred in
, > connection with the candidature and whether paid or incurred by the candidate,

his election agent, or the person so travelling.
(e) The cost, whether paid or incurred, of—

(i.) Printing.
(ii.) Advertising.

(iii.) Stationery.
(iv.) Postage.
(v.) Telegrams.

(vi.) Rooms hired either for public meetings or as committee-rooms.
(/) Any other miscellaneous expenses, whether paid or incurred.

Note.—(1) All expenses incurred in connection with'the candidature, whether paid by the 
candidate, his election agent, or any other person, or remaining unpaid on the date of the return, 
Me to be set out.

., G) For all items of twenty rupees and over, unless from the nature of the case (e.g., travel by 
1 a rece'Pt ’s n°t obtainable, vouchers have to be attached.Payment sumB Pa'd but for which no receipt is attached are to be set out in detail with dates of

G) All sums unpaid aye to be set out in a separate list. ’ ;
FORM OF DECLARATION BY AN ELECTION AGENT.

jjj 4̂ ’ ................... , being appointed election agent for .......... ............. , a candidate for election
0f ej® ................  Electoral District, do hereby solemnly affirm,, (or- swear) that the above return
therein 0V ?P enSeS *s true to dbe best of my knowledge and belief, and that, except the expenses 

■ *or*b, no expenses of any nature whatsoever have to my knowledge or belief been 
d m or for the purposes o f ........................... candidature.

Solemnly affirmed (or sworn to) before ine.

Election Agent.
Justice1 of the Peace. '

' FORM OF DECLARATION BY CANDIDATE.
hereby ...... . being a caudate for election in the ....................  Electoral District, do
mJ Irnowl h y  A11"111 (or BW6ar) that the above return o f election expenses is  true to the best of 
nature what 6 an“  belief, and that, except the expenses- therein set forth, no expenses of any 
candidaturetS° eVer have to m y knowledge or belief been incurred in, or for the purposes of, m y

Solemnly affirmed (or sworn to) before me.

JusSttfe iff
Candidate.
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SIXTH SCHEDULE.

Citation.
Interpretation.

Manner of presentation of 
petition.

Contents and form of election 
petition.

(Article 83.),
1. These rules may be cited as the Election (State Council) Petition Buies, 1931.
2. In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:—

“  The Order ”  means the , Ceylon (State Council Elections) Order) in Council, 1931.
“  Judge ”  means the Election Judge.
“ Registrar ” mdans the Eegistrar of the Supreme Court.

3.—(1) The presentation of an election petition shall be made by delivering it at the office of 
the Eegistrar, and the Eegistrar or the officer of his department to whom the petition is delivered, 
shall, if required, give a receipt in the following form:—
' ' 'Bdbeivi idittnifbe ' ' . .day of .................. -19«.
a petition touching the election of A. B., member for 
........ ........ . (insert the names of petitioners).

at the Registry'of the Supreme 'Court, 
.....................  purporting to be signed by

G. D.,
Eegistrar.

(or'as the case-may be).
(2) With the petition two copies thereof shall also be left.
4.—(1) An election petition shall 'contain thefollowihg statements:—

(o) It shall state the right of the petitioner to petition within Article 76 of the Order.
(b) It shall state the holding and result of the election, and shall briefly state the facts 

and grounds relied on to sustain the prayer.
(2) The petition shall be divided into paragraphs, each of which, as nearly as may be, shall be 

confined to a distinct portion of the subject, and every paragraph shall be numbered consecutively, 
and'no costs'shall be'allowed-for drawing or copying any petition not substantially in compliance 
with this rule, unless otherwise ordered by the Court or a Judge.

(3) The petition shall conclude with a prayer as, for instance, that some specified person should 
be declared duly returned or elected, or that the election should be declared void, or as the case 
mity!be, and shall be-signed by all the petitioners.

(4) The .following-form, or one to the like effect, shall be sufficient:—

IN THE SUPREME CO (JET OF CEYLON.

Election for 
19....:..

The Ceylon (State Council Elections) Order in Council, 1931. 
................  (state the eleet&fal’ district) holden on the .......... day of

Evidence not to be Btated in 
petition.
Particulars.

Where more than one petition 
are presented in relation to same 
election.

The petition >of A.f of ................. (or of A., of .................... ,-and B., Of .................. as the
case [may be), whose'names are subscribed.

(!) Yodr 'petitioner A. Is a person who vdted (or had a right to vote, • as the case may be) At 
‘the-above election (or claims to have had a right to be returned’ at the above election, or tree a 
candidate at the above election); and your petitioner B. (here state in like manner the right of 
each petitioner).

(9) And .your petitioners state that the election was holden on the .............  day o f ................ ■
19....... when A. B., C. £>., and E. F. were candidates, and the Beturning Officer has returned
A. B. as being duly elected.

(3) And ..your petitioners say that (here state the facts arid grounds oil which the petitioners 
rely).

Wherefore your petitioners pray that it might be determined that the said A. B. was not duly 
elected..or returned, and that the election was void (or that the said E. F. was duly elected and 
ought to have been returned, or as the case may be).

(Signed) A.
B.

5. Evidence need not be stated in the petition, but the Judge may, upon application in writing 
by a respondent, order such particulars as may be necessary to prevent surprise and unnecessary 
expense, and to ensure a fair and effectual trial upon such terms as to costs and otherwise as may 
be ordered.

6. Where more petitions than one are presented relating to the same election or return, all 
such petitions shall be dealt with-as one petition,.sofar-as-the'inquiry into the'same is concerned.

List of votes objected to where 
seat claimed by uhsuccessful 
candidate.

List of objections in * 
recriminatory case.

Appointment of agent by 
petitioner.

Appointment of agent by 
respondent.

' /
7: When a petitioner- claims the seat-for an unsuccessful candidate, alleging that he had a 

majority of lawful votes, the party complaining of or defending the election or return shall, six 
days before the day appointed for trial, deliver to the Eegistrar, and also at the address, if any, 
given by the petitioners and respondent, as the case may be, a list of the votes intended to be 
objected to, and of the heads of objection to-each such vote, and the Eegistrar shall allow inspection 
and office copies of such lists to all .parties concerned; and no.-evidence shall be given against the 
validity of any vote, nor upon any head of objection not specified in the list, except by leave of the 
Judge, upon such terms as to amendment of the- listpostponement of the inquiry, and payment of 
costs, as may be ordered.

8, The respondent in a petition complaining of an undue return and claiming the seat for 
Some-person -may 'lead 'evidence to prove that the 'election of siic'h ’person was-'u'A'dtfe, 'ah'd 'in such 
ease-such respondent'shall,'six-days before the day appointed for trial, deliver'to the Registrar, and 
also at the address, if any, given by the petitioner, a list of the objections to the election upon 
which he intends to rely; and 'the Eegistrar shall allow inspection and Office copies of . such fists 
to all parties concerned; and no evidence shall be given by a respondent 'Of ahy objection to the 
election not specified in the list, except by leave of.the Judge, upon such1ferineas to"am®&dffients 
of the list, postponement of the inquiry, and payments of costs, as may be ordered.

. 9. With the petition the petitioner or petitioners shall leave at the office of the Eegistrar a 
writing, signed by him or them, giving the name of some person entitled te'practise as A proctor 
of the Supreme Court whom he or they authorize to act as his or their agent or stating that he or 
they act for himself or themselves, -as the ease rnay be, ahdih either case giving an address within 
the city, pf Colombo at which notices may be left-; and if no such writing be left or address given, 
then notice of objection to the, reftognizance in respect of security Toy costs as hereinafter provided 
andaE ofher ndtioss k'ay ;be given by likving the same at the office «  the Eegistrar.

K>. Any. person returned as a member may at any tiine; after he is returned, send or teavis 
at the office of the Eegistrar a writing, signed by him on his behalf, appointing a person entitled 
to practise as a proctor of the Supreme Court to act. as his agfent in case there should be a petition 
against him, or stating that he intends- to act for himself, and in either case giving an address 
J .̂kin. the, city of Colombo at which notices addressed to him may be left, and if no such writing 
be left or address given, all notices and proceedings may be given or served bV-leaving the same at 
the office of the Eegistrar. J
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11. The Registrar shall cause to be kept a book at his office in which shall be entered all 
addresses and the names of agents given under either of the two last preceding rules, which book 
shall be open to inspection by any person during office hours.

12. —(1) At the time of the presentation of the petition, or within three days afterwards,
security for the payment of all costs, charges, and expenses that may become payable by the 
petitioner shall be given on behalf of the petitioner. "

(2) The security shall be to an amount of not less than five thousand rupees. If the number
of charges in any petition shall exceed three, additional security to an amount Of two thousand 
rupees shall be given in respect of each charge in excess of the first three and shall be given either 
by recognizance in the form in rule 16 set forth, with two sureties, or by a deposit of money, or 
partly in one way and partly in the other. ;

(3) If security as in this rule provided is not given by the petitioner, no further proceedings 
shall be had on the petition, and the respondent may apply to the Judge for an' order directing the 
dismissal of the petition and for the payment of the respondent’s costs.

13. —(1) The deposit of money by way of security for payment of costs, charges, and expenses 
payable by the petitioner shall be made by payment to the Financial Secretary which 
shall be vested in and drawn upon from time to time by the Chief Justice for the purposes for 
which security is required by these rules. A receipt shall be given by the Financial Secretary 
for the same, which shalll forthwith be left at the office of the Registrar by the petitioner,

(2) The Begistrar shall file such receipt and keep a book open to the inspection of all parties 
concerned, in which shall be entered from time to time the amount and the petition to which it is 
applicable.

11.—(1) Money so deposited shall, if and when the same is no longer needed for securing 
payment of such costs, charges and expenses, be returned or otherwise disposed of as justice may 
require by order of the Chief Justice.

(2) Such order may be made after such notice of intentipn to apply and proof that all just 
claims have been satisfied or otherwise sufficiently provided for as the Chief Justice may require.

(3) Such order may direct payment either to the party in whose name the same is deposited 
or to any person entitled to receive the same.

15. A recognizance as security for costs may. be acknowledged before the Begistrar or before 
a Justice of the Peace.

There may be one recognizance acknowledged by both the sureties, or separate recognizances 
each acknowledged by one surety, as may be convenient.

16. The recognizance shall contain the name and usual place of abode of each surety, with 
such sufficient description as shall enable him to be found or ascertained, and may be as follows: —

Be it remembered that on the .............day of .......................  in the year of our Lord One
Thousand Nine Hundred and ..................... before me .....................;... came ....................  of
...................  and ...... of ....................................  and acknowledged themselves jointly and
severally to owe to Our Sovereign Lord the King the sum of Rupees ....................to be levied
of their property, movable and immovable, to the use of oun said Lord the King, His Heirs 
and Successors.

The condition of this recognizance is that if the said..................or aiiy of them shall well
and truly pay all costs, charges, and expenses in respect of the Election Petition signed by the
saifi .................... relating to the .................... electoral district, which shall become payable
by the said .............  under; the Election (State Council) Petition Buies, 1931, to any person
or persons, then this recognizance to be void, otherwise to stand in full force.

Begistrar to keep books with 
addresses and names of agents. ,

Security by petitioner for costs, 
&c., of election petition., ,

Security by deposit of money.

Return of money so- deposited.

Acknowledgment of 
recognizance.

(form of recognizance.

Taken and acknowledged by the above-named 
19....... a t .................... , before me.

(Signed).......
on the ....... . day of

. Justice of the Peace.
11- As soon as the recognizance or recognizances shall have been acknowledged the same 

shall forthwith be left at the office of the Begistrar by or on behalf of the petitioner in like 
manner as before prescribed for the leaving of a petition.

18. Notice of the presentation of a petition, and of the nature of the proposed security, 
accompanied by a copy of the petition, shall, within ten days of the presentation of the petition, 
be served by the petitioner on the respondent. Such service may be effected' either by delivering 
the notice and copy aforesaid to the agent of the respondent or by posting the same in a registered 
letter to the address given under rule 10 at such time that, in the ordinary course of post, the 
letter would be delivered within the time above mentioned, or, if no agent has been appointed, 
nor such address given, by a notice published in the Government Gazette stating that such 
petition has, been-presented, and that a copy of the same may be obtained by the respondent on 
application at the office of the Begistrar.

19. It shall be lawful for the respondent, where the security is given wholly or partially 
bv recognizance, within five days from the date of service of the notice of the petition and of 
the nature of the security, to object in writing to any such recognizance, on the ground that the 
sureties, or either of them, are insufficient, or that a surety is dead, or that he cannot be found 
or ascertained from the want of a sufficient description in the recognizance, or that a person 
named in the recognizance has not duly acknowledged the same.

20. Any objection made to the security shall be heard and decided by the Judge; and such 
hearing or decision may be either on affidavit or personal examination of witnesses, as the Judge 
may think fit.

21. If an objection to the seourity is allowed, it shall be lawful for the petitioner within 
hve days to remove such objection by a deposit in the manner provided in rule 13 of such sum 
of money as may be deemed by the Judge to make the security sufficient.

92. If on objection made the security is decided to be insufficient, and such objection is not 
m manner in rule 21 mentioned, no further proceeding shall be had on the petition; 

f reBP°ndent may apply to a Judge for an order directing the dismissal of the petition, and 
or the payment of the respondent’s costs.

.,93. The costs of hearing and deciding the objections .made, to the security given shall be 
paid as ordered by the Judge, and in default of such order shall form part of the general costs 
°t the petition.
tbe ^  expiration of the time limited for making petitions or, after objection made, on

sufficiency of the security being established, the petition shall be deemed to be at issue.
of th^ ® le Registrar shall make out the election petition list. In it he shall insert the name 
if a”6 the petitioners and respondent, and the addresses to which notices may be sent,
and"1̂  ii u may k® inspected at the office of the Registrar at any time during office hours, 
- shall be affixed for that purpose upon a notice board appropriated to proceedings under the 

•> and headed ’ ’ The Ceylon (State Council Elections) Order in Council, 1931,’ ’
A o
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26. The time and place of the. trial of each election petition shall be fixed by the Judge,'and 
not . less than fourteen days’ notice thereof . shall be given to the petitioner aid respondent by 
letter directed to the address left by such petitioner or respondent with the Registrar; or, if no 
such address has been left, by,notice in the Government Gazette.

27. The Judge may from time to time, by order- made on the application of a party to. the 
petition, postpone the beginning of the trial to such day as he may name; and such order, when 
made,.shall forthwith be published by the Registrar in the Government Gazette.

28. No formal adjournment of the Court for the trial of an election petition shall be neces
sary, but the trial is to be deemed adjourned, and may be Sontinued from.day to day until the 
inquiry is concluded; and in the event of the Judge who beg’ns the trial being disabled by illness 
or otherwise, it may be recommenced and concluded by another Judge.

29. —(1) An election petition shall not be withdrawn without the leave of the Judge;- and 
such leave may be given upon such terms as to the payment of costs and otherwise as she Judge 
may think fit.

(2) Before leave for the withdrawal of an election petition is granted, there shall be- 
produced ’affidavits as required by'this rule' by all the parties to the petition and their prociOrS, 
and by the election agents of all the.Baid parties who were candidates at the election, but a Judge 
of the Supreme Court may on cause shown dispense with the affidavit of any particular person if 
it seemB'to the Judge on SpeciaL grounds to be just so to do.

(3) Each affidavit shall state that, to the best of the deponent’s knowledge and belief, no 
agreement or terms of any kind whatsoever has or have been made, and no undertaking, has 
been entered into in relation to the withdrawal of the petition; but if any lawful agreement has 
been made with respect to the withdrawal of the petition, the affidavit shall set forth that 
agreement, and shall make the foregoing statement subject to what appears from the affidavit.

(4) The affidavits of the applicant and his proctor shall further state the ground on which 
the petition, is sought to be withdrawn.

30. —(1) An application for leave to withdraw a petition shall be in writng signed by the 
petitioner or petitioners or his or' their agent or agents. It shall state the ground on which the 
application is supported.

(2) The following form shall be sufficient :—
“ The Ceylon fState Council Elections) Order in Council, 19311”

... - Electoral district of .....-...... '....... petition of .........................  (state name of petitioner)
presented .................... day o f ...............;., 19 ...... .........

The petitioner .applies to Withdraw his petition upon the following ground (here 
state the ground), and prays that a day may be appointed for hearing his application. 

Dated this....................day of................... . 19......
(Signed) .... ..........

(3) The application for leave to withdraw shall be left at the office of the Registrar.
31. A copy of such application shall be given by the petitioner to the respondent, and a 

notice in the following terms signed by the petitioner shall be published forthwith in the 
Government Gazette by the petitioner at his own expense: —

‘■‘ The Ceylon (State Council Elections) Order in Council, 1931,”
1 In the election petition fo r ....................in which......................is petitioner and...........

.........respondent,
>: —  1 ■ ■■ Notice is hereby given that the above petitioner did on the   day of .........

.........  lodge at the' office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court an application for leave
to withdraw the petition, of which application the following is a copy: —

(Set it out). . • ■
■' ' And take notice that under “ The Election (State Council) Petition Rules,

1931,”  any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the said election 
may, within five days after the date of publication of this notice, give notice in 

. writing to the Registrar of the Supreme Court of his intention on the hearing of the 
application to be substituted as a petitioner,

......... .. _ . (Signed) ............
' * 32'. Any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the election to which the
petition relates may, within five days after such notice is published by the petitioner, give notice
in-writing, signed by him or on his behalf,' to the Registrar, of his intention to. apply at the 
hearing, to be substituted for the petitioner, but the want of such notice shall not defeat such’ 
application, if in fact made at the hearing.

33. The time and place pf hearing the application shall be fixed by the . Judge but shall not 
be less than a week after, the application for leave to withdraw has been left at the office of the 
Registrar as hereinbefore provided, and notice of the. time and place appointed for the hearing 
shall be given to such, person or persons, if any, as shall have given notice to the Registrar of 
ah intention to apply to be substituted as petitioners, and otherwise in such manner and such 
time as the Judge directs.

34. —(1) On the hearing of the application for withdrawal any person who might have been 
a petitioner in respect of the election to which the petition relates, may apply to the Judge to be 
substituted as a petitioner for the petitioner so desirous of withdrawing the petition.

(2) The Judge may, if he thinks fit, substitute as a petitioner any such applicant as aforesaid; 
and mof further, if the proposed withdrawal is in the opinion of the Judge induced by any corrupt 
bargain or consideration, by order direct that the security given on behalf of the original petitioner 
shall remain as security for any costs that may be incurred by the substituted petitioner, and that 
to the extent of the sum named in such' security the original petitioner shall be liable to pay the 
costs of the substituted petitioner.

(3) If no such order is made with respect to the security given on behalf of the original 
petitioner, security to-the same amount as would be required in the case of a new petition, and 
subject to the like conditions, shall be given on behalf of the substituted petitioner before he 
proceeds with his petition, and within three days after the order of substitution.
....  (4) Subject as aforesaid a substituted petitioner shall stand in the same position as nearly
as may be, and be subject to the same liabilities as the original petitioner.

• (5) If a petition is withdrawn, the petitioner shall be liable to pay the costs of the respondent.
(6) Where there are more petitioners than one, no application to withdraw a petition, shall be 

made except with the consent of all the petitioners.
"36.—(1) An election petition shall be abated by the death of a sole petitioner or of the 

survivor of several petitioners.
(2) The abatement of a petition shall not affect the liability of the petitioner or of any 

other person to the payment of costs previously incurred.
36.—(1) Notice of abatement of a petition, by death of the petitioner or surviving petitioner,, 

shall be given by the party or person interested in the same manner as notice of an application 
to withdraw a petition, and the time within which application may be made to a Judge to be 
substituted as a petitioner shall be one calendar month, or such further time as upon consideration 
pf cuy special circumstances the Judge may allow,

o
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(2) Any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the election, to which the 
petition relates may apply to the Judge to be substituted as a petitioner.

(3) The Judge may, if he thinks fit,: substitute as a petitioner any such applicant who is 
desirous of being substituted and on whose behalf security to the same amount is given as is 
required in the case of a new petition.

37. —(1) If before the trial of an election petition a respondent dies or resigns, or gives notice
in writing to the Court that he does not intend to oppose the petition, the petition shall not be 
abated but shall continue whether or not any person applies to be admitted as respondent as 
hereinafter provided. ,

(2) Notice of the fact that a respondent has died, or resigned, or that he has given notice 
in writing that he does not intend to oppose the petition, shall be published in the Government 
Gazette by the Registrar.

(3) Any person who might have been a petitioner in respect of the election to which the 
petition relates may apply to the Judge to be admitted as a respondent to oppose the petition 
within ten days after such notice has been published in the Government Gazette or such further 
time as the Judge may allow.

(4) The manner and time of the respondent’s giving notice to the Court that he does not 
intend to oppose the petition, shall be by leaving notice thereof in writing at the office of the 
Registrar, signed by the respondent ot less than six days before tne day appointed for trial, 
exclusive of tne day of leaving such notice.

38. A respondent who has given notice of his intention not to oppose a petition shall nob be 
allowed to appear or act as a party against such petition in any proceedings thereon.

39. After receiving the petitioner^ application for leave to withdraw, or notice of the 
respondent’s intention not to oppose, or of the abatement of the petition by death, or of the 
happening of any of the events mentioned in rule 37, if such notice be received after notice of 
trial shall have been given, and before the trial has commenced, the Registrar shall forthwith 
countermand the notice of trial. The countermand shall be given in the same manner, as near 
as may be, as the notice of trial.

40. All costs of and incidental to the presentation of a petition and to the proceedings 
consequent thereon shall be defrayed by the parties to the petition in such manner and in such 
proportions as the Judge may determine, regard being had to the disallowance of any costs 
which may, in the opinion of the Judge, have been caused by vexatious conduct, unfounded 
allegations, or unfounded objections, on the part either of the petitioner or the respondent and 
regard being had to the discouragement of any needless expense by throwing the burden of 
defraying the same on the parties by whom it has been caused, whether such parties are or 
are not on the whole successful.

41. —(1) Costs shall be taxed by the Registrar upon the order by which the costs are 
payable in the same manner as costs are taxed in a District Court, but subject to such express 
directions, either general or specific, as the Judge may give; and costs when taxed may oe 
recovered in the same manner as the costs of an action at law.

(2) In case there be money in the hands of the Financial Secretary available for the purpose, 
the Chief Justice may direct talxed costs to be paid out of such money to the extent of such 
money.

(3) The office fees payable for inspection, office copies and other proceedings under these rules 
shall be such as may be prescribed by the Chief Justice.

42. Any person who is on the roll of proctors of the Supreme Court may act as agent for 
any party to an election petition.

43. An agent shall, immediately upon his appointment as such, leave written notice thereof
at the office of the Registrar. , . .

44. Service of notices and proceedings upon such agents shall be sufficient for all purposes.
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THE° CEYLON (STATE COUNCIL) O R DER IN COUNCIL, 193 1 . C 40/30
’ Notification.

'JpHE following Order of His Majesty in Council is published for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, ■ ■ . : ' B. H. Bourdillon,

Colombo, April 15, 1931. - ' Colonial Secretary.
At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 20th day of March, 1931

P resen t:
The Kin g ’ s M ost E xcellent M ajesty in  Council. '

W HEREAS by the Ceylon (Legislative Council) Order in Council; 1923,
His Majesty, by and with the advice of His Privy Council, was pleased 

to make provision for the constitution of a Legislative Council for the Island of,
Ceylon, with the Territories and Dependencies thereof:

AND W H EREAS the said Order in Council was amended by the Ceylon
(Legislative Council) Amendment Order in Council, 1924, and by the Ceylon
(Legislative Council) Amendment Order in Council, 1928, and by the Ceylon
(Legislative Council) Amendment Order in Council, 1929, and by the Ceylon
(Legislative Council) Amendment Order in Council, 1930 (all the said. Orders in 
Council being hereinafter referred to as the Orders in Council of 1923 to 1930):

AND W H EREAS in each of the said Orders in Council His Majesty reserved 
to Himself, His Heirs, and Successors, power, with the advice of His or Their 
Privy Council, to revoke, alter, or amend the same as to Him or Them should 
seem fit:

AND W H EREAS a Legislative Council has been duly constituted in accord
ance with the provisions of the Orders in Council of 1923 to 1930: ' ' '

AND W H EREAS it is expedient to revoke the said Orders in Council and to 
make provision for the constitution of a State Council for the Island in lieu of the
said Legislative Council, and for the exercise of executive functions by the members • ■ ■ ■
thereof:

AND W HEREAS His Majesty has power, by and with the advice of His Privy 
Council, to pass laws in and for the Island:

NOW, TH EREFO RE, it is hereby ordered by His Majesty, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, as follow s:—

P reliminary.
1. This Order may be cited as the Ceylon (State Council) Order in Council,

1931. It shall he published in the Governm ent G azette, and shall come into 
operation upon a date to be declared by the Governor by Proclamation in the 
Government G azette.

2. Nothing in this Order shall extend to the Maidive Islands.
3. The Orders in Council of 1923 to 1930 are hereby revoked, but such 

revocation shall not prejudice anything lawfully done thereunder, or affect or 
prevent a prosecution for an offence committed before the commencement of 
this Order, and notwithstanding such revocation, the Legislative Council now 
subsisting constituted under the said Orders in Council shall, until it is dissolved, 
continue to exist and to possess and exercise all the privileges, powers, and func
tions conferred upon it by those Orders, and the Governor shall dissolve the said 
Council at such time, not later than six months after this Order shall come into 
operation, as he shall think fit.

4- (1) In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires:—
British subject ”  means any person who is a British subject under 

the provisions of the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Acts, 1914- 
1922, any person who has been naturalized under any enactment of a British 
Possession, and any person who is a British protected person, as hereinafter 
defined.

British protected person ”  means any person who is a native of ® 
the territories of any Native Prince or Chief under the suzerainty of His 
Majesty exercised through the Governor-General of India or through any 
Governor or other officer subordinate to the Governor-General of India and 
is resident in Ceylon.

“  Member ”  means a member of the State Council.
“  Person ”  or “  Persons ”  includes both sexes.
“  Persons holding publie office under the Crown in the Island ”  and 

cognate expressions shall not include— , . >. ,
(a) Persons who are not in the permanent employment of the Crown 

in the Island, but shall include persons serving the Crown in the 
Island for a term of years;

(6 ) The Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Deputy Chairman of Committees, 
and Ministers;

A 6
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(c) Any officer or soldier of a Defence Force formed under the Defence
: Force Ordinance, 1910, or under any Ordinance amending or 

repealing that Ordinance;
(d) Persons in the employment of Municipal Councils, District Coun

cils, the Board of Improvement of Nuwara Eliya, Local Boards, 
Sanitary Boards, and Boards of Health, Village Committees, 
and Provincial and District Committees constituted under any 
law of the Island relating to local government, education, or 
the management of roads, canals, or rivers.

(e) Crown Proctors;
(/) Grown Advocates not being Crown Counsel.
“  Register ”  or “  register of ..voters ”  means the register of voters

for any particular electoral district,
“ The Council ”  means the State Council constituted under this

Order.
■ “  The 'Secretary Of State ”  -means one of His Majesty's Principal

Ŝecretaries of State.
(2) In the construction of this Order any reference to the head of any 

Government'department shall be taken to refer to the officer designated by the 
Governor by notice-in the Governm ent G azette-to  be the head of that department 
and.-in connection with the- administration if  any subject or the exercise -of -.any 
function with which Government Agents are concerned' all the provisions of this 
Order ndiioh apply to ‘heads of '-departments'Chhll apply to Government Agents.1

8̂ )''in'the-construction of this Order the provisions of the Interpretation 
Ordinance, 1901, shall, subject to the express provisions of this Order, and 
notwithstanding .any provision t o ,the contrary in such Ordinance, apply as if 
this. Order .were an Ordinance, o f  the Legislative Council Of the Island, or of,the 
State Council as hereby constituted.

■ -.Constitution. 03?- the’ S tate Council.
5. Upon the dissolution of the1 Legislative Coun’cibat -present subsisting and 

.constituted under the Orders in. Council of -1923 to 1930 there shall be substituted 
in; place.,thereof a- State Council constituted as hereinafter provided,

1.0. There shall be three Secretaries to the Government of the5 Island, namfely, 
a Chief Secretary, a Legal Secretary, and a Financial Secretary, who shall be 
appointed by . the Governor, with the-approval of the-Secretary o f  State; provided 
that until the -Governor shall appoint a person to be Legal Secretary all the provi
sions of this Order which refer to.the, office of Legal Secretary, or to the person 
for the time being lawfully exercising the' functions Of that office, shall be deemed 
to apply to the office o f Attorney-General, or to the person for the time being 
lawfully exercising the functions of that office, as the case may require.

7. The Council shall consist of the- following persons:—
(a) The dhree persons for the time ‘ being 1 lawfully exercising the

- functions of the • respective offices of - Chief Secretary, Legal 
Secretary, and Financial Secretary. Such persons shall: be 
.styled Officers of State and shall be to all intents and purposes 
members of the Council having all the rights and privileges of 
membership save-that .they shall not vote upon any question 
before the Council. All references in this Order to the Chief 
Secretary,. Legal Secretary, or Financial Secretary shall include
the persons for the time, being lawfully exercising the-functions
of those offices respectively.

(b )  .Fifty .persons whorshall be elected in accordance with the-laW for
the time being in force relating to the election of members-of 
the Council. Such persons are herein referred to as elected 
members.

(c) Not more than eight persons, who shall be appointed in the manner
hereinafter provided and ate herein referred to as nominated 
members.

Qualification for M embership of the Council.
8 . Every .person not disqualified under .the next succeeding Article shall 

be qualified for election or appointment as a member if he is qualified to be 
registered as a voter in any electoral district and is actually so registered in any 
such district; provided that a person shall n ot.be disqualified for election or 
Appointment as a fhem ber'by reason only of the fact that be is hot.actually 
registered -as a voter i f (he shall have " been prevented from being so registered 
solely by delay in the revision Of a register after 'the date by ■which the same 
should have been revised in accordance with the law for the time being in force, 
or by absence from theLsIand during the whole of the.last preceding period within 
which application for registration ' s  a voter might have been made in accordance 
■with' sucb law.'

_ 9. No person shall be capable of being elected or appointed as a member or 
of sitting, or1 voting in- the Council as an elected or nominated member who—

(a) is hot a British-subject; or
(b) is unable to speak, read, and write the-English language; or
(c) holds.any.public.office.Under the.CrOwn;ih,the Island; or
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- „  (d) directly tor indirectly, himself or by any other person whatsoever -
■ : ■ in trust for ham or for his use or benefit or on his account, ■ ;

holds or enjoys, in the whole or in part, any contract or agree- • ■ .
■ ment or commission made or entered into with or accepted from - ‘

, . . any person for or on account of the public servide; provided ,
that nothing herein contained shall extend to any pension or to :,  . „

1 ; • gratuity granted ,;from the. public.revenue or other funds of the. 1 ■ , ‘
, Islafid'in» respectuof’ past phblic, service, nor to any contract, •

■ ” agretoment ;or commission entered into or accepted by any incor- • to . 'to '
< : porated trading? company, in its corporate capacity, nor to any

company consisting of more than ten persons, when such con- - ■ - V  , .
to v • tract-, ’ agreement or commission/shall be- made; entered into or .. I

1 accepted for the ' general benefit of such incorporation or , ' • < .. .
' -\to "•companyj or •. ' •. _ :

'■■•(e)',is an uncertificated or lundischarged bankrupt or insolvent; o r ......  =■ - ?
. ' ( 0  is serviiigfia sentence of ..penal'servitude tor imprisonment imposed ' - ■-

by any Court in any part of H id1M ajesty’s dominions or in a n y .
• ■ : country, under His Majesty's, protection or in/respect of which to

11 .-to i a mandate is -being,exercised, by the Government o f any part.. . , , .
• of-H ie Majesty’s/dominion's, for an-oifenee punishable with hard / , ’ , .

. labour Or rigorous imprisonment for- a term exceeding twelve * '
, ' , 1 months; or is under,seritence'.of death -imposed by ahy such . , . ,-.i-to , _
' ; Court, or is serving any term of imprisonment awarded in lieu ,

.... of execution of such sentence; or .  ̂ ■ - /to'-:
, ‘ ' (g) has been adjudged' by a competent Court to be 'of .unsound mind ; '
-/to to'toto or ' - • / to , ■. ’’ , ■’ ■ ■ -"'to . '. v .-. . -

'* (h) is incapable of being registered-as-a voter Or of being elected as a to ' t o
to membet by rea'sdn of his conviction of a corrupt or illegal practice to - . ■ '

tor by reason of the, report: of an election judge in accordance- , .
;, to doth the : law for the time being in force relating to the election , . ’ ' . -

./to of members of the Council; or ' • :
(v) would have been inhapable Of’ being elected as-a mernber of the - - . '■

V: : Legislative Cpuhcii'established Under the Orders m Council of
i 1923 to 1930, by reason of his conviction for a corrupt or illegal

! practice under those Orders, if those Orders had not been ' . .
■ revoked. ■■■_ ’ ' ' •’ - to- ’ ' ' ’ .

. " t o  10. ' Exbejjt' iftf -the' pui^ose' Of .electifig o f theHouncilV nb tnemr Oath of allegiance to be taken
Bbt of the 'Cduncif shall s'rttor vote therein until he shdll have taken add subscribed by members. " ,

‘ before the Council, the oath of allegiance in the form given in this Article, Or shall 
have made and subscribed before, the Council an affirmation in thetoorresponding 
form:' . ■ . '• '•■ '■ ../• ■- - to ..........

to : / ' ■■ ", , FSffh 'of Ocith. - - 'to . to - to,
I, A. B ., do sweat that I-Will be faithfur'and bear tm e allegiahce to His 

Majesty King George-V., His Heifs 'and Successors according to L'aw.
So help me God. .- ....-to ,.-/ . ... -

H . (1) A person shall be liable to a penalty of five hundred rupees for Penalty for unqualified person* 
be shajl sit or vote in tbp Council knowing or having reason- , sitting or voting in the Gouhcil.

•. “1® grounds for knowing that he is 'disqualified by "this Order for so sitting of . 1 ' ; ‘
.Yotihg of that his-sOat has becphatoyacaht/ /  ' -  ■ -- i ‘ - . : - i -

(2) Thp penalty imposed" by this Article JhaU Be recoverable jn the-Distlfict 
Couf| of Colombo by any. person who shall, sue for: the samp; provided that no ,

\P®J®9b tPb’all bring, an aetibh ' fpr 'the fecovery pf any. s'uph penalty without first 
obtaining leave from the. District Judge tof the Court, who shall have full dis- 
wetiOn to grant or fefuse sucb lteave and #Kbrse decision in the exercise Of such - c;
discretion shall be final. ' ' ; : -r y : ; - •

. . - t o ' ' Nominated Members. ' ‘ ,. ' 7
. 12. The nom inated members o f the Council Shall be ' appointed by the
Governor by ap Instriument .under the PublipfrSeal o-fithe Island in pursuance of 

Majesty’s jnstfuctions through the Secretary of State or provisionally subject 
the conditions hereinafter prescribed. . :

1 3 ., 'A  nominated,tmembqr whoperseat; shall have becom e vacant may be 
^appointed by the Governor-in manner aforesaid.. - .

• 14. "
plotted for _________ ___________  __
Temper to fill'such vacancy, , shall, unlpss" Appointed 
rrom His tto the, Hovempr through jtbe’ Secretary of State,

e appointed'provisionally. . :
■w . ( )̂ Every provisional appointment shall without delay be reported to His
Majesty throdgh the Secretary o f  State and m ay he disallowed or confirmed by 

rs Majesty throngh the-Sebretary of, StatCi ( ‘ ,
, _ (3) Every plrson so provisionally : appointed shall be to alf intents and 

-?®P°ses a member o f the Cohnbil. unldSs and until his appointment.;shall b.e . 
isallowed and notice Of such diSalltowgh^e shall be published in. the ^Gqtoefnwienf 
a«ette, and if his appointment shell be confirmed by H is Majesty notice of sutoh, 

°nnrmatioii shall. be published in the QovernrAent G a zelle  and thereupon-the 
TPointraent of such .me'mbef. shall toe’ase to*be.provisional and shall thenceforth' 
g . !n^ lt  respects as though it had'been made in py^toance o f Instructions from

M anner of -appointment of Nominated Members.

Reappointment of Nominated Members. ,
Appointment of , ‘
Nominated 'Mtmberti.*' o< on occurence -of A .vScaiicy.
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V acation op Seats in the Council.
Vacation of seats in the Council. 1 5 .-  The seat in the Council of an elected or nominated member shall become

vacant—
(а) upon his death; or
(б ) if by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor he shall

resign his seat in the Council; or
(c) if he shall become incapable of sitting or voting as a member by 

reason of any of the provisions of Article 9; or
(VI) if he shall become the citizen or subject of any foreign State or 

Power or shall make any declaration or acknowledgment of 
allegiance to any foreign State or Power; or

(e) if his election shall be vacated or made void by reason of the com
mission of any corrupt or illegal practice or by reason of the de
claration, certificate or report of an election judge; or

(f) if, without the leave of the Council first obtained, he shall be
absent from the sittings of the Council for a continuous period 
o f three months; or

(g) if, in the case of a person provisionally appointed to be a nominated
member, his appointment shall be disallowed by His Majesty 
and notice of such disallowance shall be published in the 
G overnm ent G a zette; or

(h) upon the dissolution of the Council.
P recedence among. M embers.

Precedence among members. 1 6 . (1 )  Subject to the provisions of clause (5 )  of this Article, the Officers
of State shall take precedence of the other members, and shall rank among 
themselves in the order in which their offices are hereinbefore mentioned.

(2) The Speaker of the Council shall take precedence next after the Officers 
of State.

(3) Members who are Ministers shall take precedence next after the 
Speaker and among themselves the first in order of precedence shall be the 

Minister elected by the Board of Ministers to be the Vice-Chairman thereof and 
the other Ministers shall rank after him in the order of the date of their appoint
ment as Ministers, and two or more Ministers appointed on the same day shall rank 
in the alphabetical order of their names, provided that a Minister re-appointed as a 
Minister, whether to the same office or to another, shall, except in regard to the 
Vice-Chairman of the Board of Ministers, take .precedence according to the date 
from which he shall have held office as a Minister without an interruption of more 
than one month.

(4) The Deputy Speaker shall rank next after the Ministers, and the 
Deputy Chairman of Committees shall rank next after the Deputy Speaker.

(5) At any meeting of the Council the Speaker, when presiding, or in his 
absence the Deputy Speaker or other presiding member, shall have precedence, 
over all other members of the Council.

Sessions of the Council.

Dissolution of the Council. 

Duration of Council.

Governor’s right of addressing 
the Council.

Decision of questions by a 
majority of votes.

Governor's powers in  matters 
of paramount importance and
matters essential to give effect 
to the provisions of this Order,

P owers and P rocedure of the State Council.
. General.

17. (1) The Council shall meet in session at such time, not being later than 
one month after the completion of every general election, as the Governor shall 
appoint by Proclamation in the G overnm ent G azette.

(2) The Council shall remain in session from the time when it shall meet after 
every general election until it shall be dissolved, provided that the Council may 
adjourn from time to time in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Council; 
and provided, further, that the Governor may at any time summon a meeting of 
the Council by Proclamation in the Governm ent G azette.

18. The Governor may at any time by Proclamation in the Governm ent 
G azette dissolve the Council.

19. The Governor shall dissolve the Council at the expiration of four years 
from the completion of the last preceding general election if it shall not sooner 
have been dissolved.

20. The Governor shall have the right of addressing the Council and may 
for that purpose require the attendance of its members.

2 1 . Subject to the provisions of Articles 22, 26, 46. and 80, all questions 
proposed for decision in the Council shall be determined by a majority of the votes 
givt-D on such questions, provided that the Speaker or other presiding member shall 
not vote unless the votes of the other members shall be equally divided; in such 
case he shall give the casting vote.

22.  ̂(1) If the Governor shall consider that it is of paramount importance to 
the public interest, or essential to give effect to any of the provisions of this 
Order, that any Bill, motion, resolution, or vote which the Council is empowered 
to pass, in the exercise of either its legislative or its executive functions, should 
have effect, then in such case, notwithstanding any of the provisions of this Order . 
or of any Standing Orders made under this Order:—

(a) it shall be lawful for any Officer of State, acting by the authority 
and under the instructions of the Governor, to propose any 
such Bill, motion, resolution, or vote to the Council and the 
same shall have priority over all other business of the Council;
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(b) the Governor may declare that any such Bill, or any part of any 
such Bill or any such motion, resolution, or vote is of para
mount importance or is essential to give effect to the provisions 
of this .Order, and thereupon such Bill, part of a Bill, motion, 
resolution, or vote shall have effect as if it had been passed by 
the Counc’l. Such declaration may be made by the Governor 
by message addressed to the Speaker or by an Officer of State, 
acting by the authority and on the instructions of the Governor, 
either before or after the votes of the members have been taken.

(2) Any Bill which shall have effect, in whole or in part, by reason of a 
declaration made by the Governor in accordance with this Article, shall be 
expressed to be enacted by the Governor and, upon being signed by the Governor, 
shall be of the same force and effect as though it had been passed by the Council 
and had received the Governor’s assent and shall be subject to disallowance by 
His Majesty in like manner; and all the provisions of this Order which relate to 
Bills passed by the Council, or to the assent of the Governor to such Bills, shall 
apply to Bills enacted by the Governor in accordance with this Article, or to the 
signing of such Bills by him, as the case may require.

23. (1) The Governor shall forthwith report to the Secretary of State every 
case in which he shall make any such declaration as is mentioned in the preceding 
Article, and the reasons therefor.

(2) If any member objects to any such declaration, he may, within seven 
days of the making thereof, submit to the Governor a statement in writing of 
his reasons for so objecting, and a copy of such statement shall be appended to 
the report of the Governor required by this Article.

(8 ) Any such declaration, other than a declaration relating to a Bill or to any 
part of a Bill, may be revoked by the Secretary of State and the Governor shall 
notify such revocation to the Council and from the date of such notification any 
motion, resolution, or vote which shall have had effect by reason of the declaration 
revoked shall cease to have effect, but without prejudice to anything lawfully 
done thereunder.

24. The Council shall not be disqualified for the transaction of business by 
reason of any vacancy or vacancies among the Officers of State or among the 
nominated or elected members.

25. No business, except that of adjournment, shall be transacted unless 
there shall be present at least twenty members, exclusive of the Officers of State, 
in addition to the Speaker or other presiding member.

26. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Order, Standing Orders may be 
made for the regulation of the business and procedure of the Council, the preser
vation of order at meetings of the Council, prescribing the terms and conditions

, upon which any remuneration or allowance payable to members by reason of their 
membership of the Council may be paid, and for all other purposes authorized or 
required by this Order.

(2) The first Standing Orders of the Council shall be made by the Governor, 
with the approval of the Secretary of State, but may be amended, rescinded, or 
supplemented by the Council; provided that no amendment or recission of, and 
no addition to the Standing Orders shall have effect unless the same, shall be 
passed by a two-thirds majority of all the members of the Council excluding the 
Officers of State and the Speaker or other presiding member.

.27. (1) The Governor shall appoint a person to be the Clerk of the Council 
and such other persons to perform such duties as officers of the Council as he 
shall think fit, and may at any time revoke any such appointment.

(2) The power conferred upon the Governor by this Article shall include a 
power to appoint a person to perform, temporarily the duties of the Clerk or of 
any other officer of the Council whenever in the Governor’s opinion circumstan
ces shall so require, and to revoke any such temporary appointment at any time.

(3) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon him by this Article the 
Governor shall consult the Speaker, or the member presiding in the Council for 
the time being in the place of the Speaker; provided that, prior to the first 
election of a Speaker under this Order,, or in the interval between a dissolution 
of the Council and the next subsequent election of a Speaker, the Governor may 
make any such appointment as aforesaid provisionally and may thereafter con
firm or revoke the same after consultation with the Speaker; provided, also, that 
the Governor may, subject to such conditions as he shall prescribe, delegate to 
the Speaker, or other presiding member, all or any of the powers conferred upon 
him by this Article.

2 8 . Before the commencement of every meeting of the Council, a state
ment of all business to be brought before the Council at that meeting shall be 
communicated by the Clerk of the Council to each member and to the Governor, 
fjQd the Clerk shall also transmit to the Governor a copy of every document, other 
than petitions, presented to the Council.

. 29. Minutes shall be regularly kept of all the proceedings of the Council 
<md copies of the said minutes shall be transmitted by the Clerk of the Council to 
he Goyernor as soon as possible after each meeting of the Council and the Gover- 

n°r shall transmit a copy of the said minutes to the Secretary of State.

Report by Governor of 
declarations made under Article- 
22 and power o f Secretary of 
State to revoke such declara
tions.

Transaction of business by the 
Council notwithstanding 
vacancies.

Quorum.

Standing Orders.

The Clerk and other officers of 
the Council.

»

«

Notification of the business of 
the Council at each meeting to 
the members and to the 
Governor.

Minutes and their transmission 
to the Governor and to the 
Secretary of State.
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Election of Speaker, Deputy 
Speaker, and Deputy Chairman 
of Committees by the 
Council.

Standing Committees for the 
consideration of legislative 
measures.

<)

Executive functions of the'1 
Council.

30. (1) At the first meeting of the Council after the commencement of 
this, Order and thereafter at the first meeting after every general election, and 
before proceeding to the despatch of any other business, the Council shall elect 
a Member1 to bp the Speaker,

(2) As soon as may be after the election of Executive Committees and of
Ministers, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 34 and 35, the Council shall 
elpct two members to be, respectively, the Deputy Speaker and Chairman of 
Committees (herein called the, Deputy Speaker) and the Deputy Chairman of 
Committees. . '

(3) Each person elected to be the Speaker, Deputy Speaker, or Deputy Chair
man of Committees shall hold office until the next dissolution of the Council, unless 
he shall sooner resign such office or cease, from any cause whatsoever, to be 
a-member of the Council. ■ ' •

(4) In the case of a vacancy in any of such offices, another Speaker or 
Deputy Speaker, or Deputy Chaifm'aii"of Committees, as''the base may'be, shall 
be elected by "the Council at the beginning of the next meeting after the 
occurrence of the vacancy. "

(5) The Speaker, or in his absence, the Deputy Speaker, and in the absence 
of both Speaker and Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Chairman of Committees shall 
preside at the meetings of the Council. In the absence of the Speaker, the 
Deputy Speaker, and the Deputy Chairman of Committees, some member elected 
by the Council shall preside.

(6 ) There shall be paid to the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, and the Deputy 
Chairman of Committees such salary as may be determined by the Council,with 
the approval of the Governor.

31. ' (l),A s  soon as may be after the election of Executive Committees 
and Ministers after' each general election in accordance with the provisions 
of Articles'84 and 35,' the Council shall life divided by the,' Speaker into two 
Standing Commift'e'es, which shall be called! respectively, St&nding' Committee 
A ’and Standing’Committee B, for 'the consideration of such legislative measures 
as ' the Council shall not 'decide' to refei)' in' the firSt: instance, either' t o 'a  
Committee of the whole Council or to a Select Committee of the Council.

• (2 ) 'The sa id ’Standing Committees shall remain in office'until the next 
succeeding dissolution of the Council after they shall have been formed.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Article, the composition o f ' the said. 
Standing Committees, and the procedure at meetings of the same, shall be as 
may h e ,^#?*mmed t>y the Standing Orders of the Council,,provided that eyepy 
member of the Council, except the Speaker and the Officers! of State, shall he a 
member of one of such Committees.

1 (4) The Deputy Speaker,' or in his absence, such, member of the Committee 
as the Committee shall ’elb'ct,’’shall preside over Standing Committee'A,, and" the' 
Deputy1 Chairffian of Cbmmiftees,' of- iri his absence,1 such mbrnber of the Obim 
mittee as thd Committee shall elect, Shall preside over Standing Committee' B . ' ' "

(5) The'Officers'df State shall have’the right to attend any 'meeting o fe ’ithbr
of the aforesajd Standing Committees and to address the Committee upon any 
question'before the Cbfnmfttee bpt shall pipt; vote. ” : ' ' ; • • s'- '

(6 ) ; Any member of the Cohn'dil' in charge of any Bill referred to. either of the 
aforesaid Standing Coriimitteet,' if hot a, member o f  'that, Cforpnuttee;,shall 
th’efot^ have'the’right to, attend any meeting at which ’such'BtJ1! snail’ be l,uhdbr' 
di’scussi6 d''!'and tb address the Bbmffiiftee upon th e 'B ill ’and,' unlesh heds'^-ii 
Officer of State, to vote as a "m em ber'of the Committee ‘Upon' 'any 1 ’question’ 
arising in connection with such Bill.

(7) The Standing Orders of the Council may provide for the addition to either
of the said Standing-Committees of any member or members of the other 
Standing Committee whenever in the opinion o f the Council any such addition 
shall be expedient in order to assist the consideration o f any question referred' 
to either of the said Committees. . '

E xecutive F unctions of the Council.

32. , (1) Subject to the provisions of this Order, the. State, Copped shall be,; 
charged w ith 'th e  administration of the subjects 'and function A o f ’ Government 
specified in the seven groups given in the First Schedule to this .Order or in any 
amendment' Of that Schedule or which shall be deemed to .b e  included in any Of 
those groups ip accordance with this Article.

(?) The Council may, by resolution, amend the First Schedule. and, may, 
declare that any subjects or functions not expressly mentioned in that Schedule 
shall be deemed to be included in any of the groups specified therein,; provided 
that no subject or function included in the Second Schedule to th is'6 rder 'shall 
be included ‘in the First'Schedule, and provided, further, that the divisiph'into 
seven groups of such subjects and functions as may be'included in the First 
Schedule shall be preserved: but ho such resolution dr declaration shall 'have 
effect'until it has been approved by the Governor. ! ' ”

(3) Until the first election of Executive Committees and the first appointment 
of Ministers, after the commencement'of this Order shall be complete, the; Governor 
may exercise the power given to the Council by the preceding clause of this Article 
to declare that any subjects, or functions not expressly mentioned m the First 
Schedule shall be deemed to be included in any of the groups specified therein.
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. (4) If, any doubt shall arise as to, which group ,m the hirst Schedule includes 
any subject or function not expressly, mentioned in that Schedule,' or in any, 
declaration by the. Governor or by the,;Council'.in accordance with this Article, 
the decision of the Council shall, subject to approval by the Governor, -be fmia'E!

(5) Until the first election of Executive Committees and the first appointment 
of Ministers after the commencement- of 'this Order shall be complete, the 
executive: functions hereby committed to, the Council shall be-vested, in the 
Governor., ' ,

33. (1) Each of the Officers of State shall, subject to the provisions of this Functions of the Officers of 
Order, and to the directions of the Governor, have charge of the subjects and State, 
shall exercise the functions allotted to him in the Second Schedule to this Order . . .
or nr any--amendment of that Schedule or which shall be. deemed to- be included 
m the group allotted to him in accordance with this Article.

(2 ) The Governor may, with the approval of the Secretary of State, amend 
the Secopd Schedule, and, may?, in,his own discretion, declare that.any subject 
or function not expressly mentioned- in the Second Schedule shall be, deemed 
to be included in any of the groups specified therein, provided that mo subject 
or function included in the Eirst- Schedule to, this Order shall be, included >in the 
Second Schedule.

(3) , |f any doubt shall arise as to, whether any subject or function-is included 
in the Eirst Schedule or in the Second Schedule, the decisioni o f the Secretary 
of State shall be final.

E xecutive Committees, and M inisteks.
34,. (1), At the first meeting of, the Council? after the commencement !of 

this Order, and. thereafter at the. first meeting after every, general election,” the 
Council, shall elect, by secret ballot from among its members seven Executive 
Committees each of which shall be charged,: until the next following'dissolution 
of the Council, with the administration, subject to the provisions of‘ this;Order, of 
such ope,,of the seven groups of subjects and functions, specified in- the First 
behedule hereto as the. Council when electing the Committee shall determine’.

(2) The Council shall proceed to the election of the aforesaid Committees as 
soon as may be after the election of a Speaker as provided by Article 30„ and 
before proceeding to the despatch of any . other business.. - Each .Committee shall 
contain as nearly as possible an egupl numbey o f  members and every member of 
the- Council, except the Speaker and the Officers of State, shall be elected, to 
one of such Committees,, and no member of; tht>- pOhueil shall be,ofocte<^ tty p ore  
than one, provided that a member of a Committee elected to be the Deputy 
Speaker or Deputy Chairman of Committees or to, fill any vacancy in the office' o f 
Speaker or Deputy Speaker or Deputy Chairman of. Committees in accordance 
with Article 30, shall, upon such election, cease to. be. a member. o f Such 
Committee.

(3) Subject to the, provisions of. this., Article procedure, for. the. election of 
Executive Committees and for the filling, of subsequent vacancies in. any such 
Committee and for the transfer of members from one Committee to.another- shall 
be as prescribed by the Standing Orders of the Council.

35. (1) As soon as may be after the election o f Executive Committees 
in accordance with Article ' 34, and before the Council proceeds to. any other 
business, eaeh Executive Committee shall elect a Chairman by, secret ballot 
horn among its members, and whenever the office of Chairman of ah Execu
tive Committee shall' become vacant, the Committee shall, i n . like manner, 
elect a member*thereof,to be the Chairman of the Committee.

(2) ‘The member elected by the. Committee to. he the Chairman. thereof 
shall be appointed by the Governor to be the Minister for that, group of .sub
jects and functions which the Committee of .which he is the Chairman, waa 
eteeted to administer; provided that. the. Governor may, ip his-, .discretion;, 
dehline to appoint, as, a Minister-any member of a Committee, so .elected” as. 
aforesaid, and, in such case, the election of such member as, the Chairman 
of thef Committee shall be void and the Committee shall elect. another mem-- 
ber to be the Chairman thereof.

(3) I f . at any. tim e any Minister shall, be . prevented : temporarily 
by absence from  the Island, or by illness prciother. sufficient causSj .from  
ex®̂ oisiug the -functions of his office, the Committee o f which that Minister 
If the Chairman, m ay, with the approval of the, Governor-,■ elect another m em - 

or- of the Com m ittee to aet as the Chairman of the Committee, .until’, the, 
'^mister shall resume the exercise of the- functions, o f  his office. A  mem ber 
so elected shall be appointed by the Governor to  act in place o f  the, Minister 
ontil such tim e as aforesaid; provided that the Governor may^ in.his discretion, 

e~fte,to appoint the m em ber-so elected and th e Comm ittee shall thereupon, elect- 
pother member to act for the Minister. All the provisions of this Order, which: 
PPly to a Minister shall apply to any member appointed to act for a Minister 

- unng the period o f such, appointm ent..
el r ^  Subject to the provisions of this Article, the procedure . f o r  
_ sction of the Chairman and Acting Chairmen o f Executive- Committees gfigll 

as Prescribed by the Standing Orders of the CounciL 
th TKere shall be pajd to each Minister such salary, as m ay -be determined- by 

e Council with the approval of the Governor.

Election of Executive 
Committees.

Q

Election of Chairmen. of 
Executive Coffiitfjtteea, a,nd‘ 
appointment and 'paym^jt ~o£ ' 
Ministers. ' ' ‘
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Oath or affirmation by 
Ministers.

Termination of Minister’s 
appointment upon an address 
from the Council.

Ministers shall not hold 
directorships of companies 
during their term of office.

Procedure for the transaction 
of business with and by 
Government departments.

Secretaries to Ministers and 
Clerks to Executive 
Committees.

o

Meeting of Executive 
Committees, quorum, and proeednre.

Governor’s access to official 
documents.

Right of Chief Secretary or 
his deputy to attend any 
Executive Committee.

36. Every member appointed to be a Minister shall before entering 
on the duties of his office take and subscribe before the Governor an oath in the 
following form, or shall make and subscribe before the Governor an affirmation in 
the corresponding form.

Form  of Oath.

I, A. B ., do swear that I  will well and truly serve His Majesty King 
George V. in the office of Minister for.------------- So help me'God.

37. Upon an address presented to him by the Council praying for the 
termination of the appointment of any member asi a Minister the Governor may 
at any time terminate such member’s appointment and such member shall 
thereupon cease to be the Chairman of the Executive Committee of which he is a 
member.

38. . (1) No member shall be eligible for appointment as a Minister who is 
a director of any company having any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in any 
contract with the Government of the Island. .

(2). If any Minister shall become a director of any such company as afore
said during his term of office as a Minister, his appointment as a Minister shall 
thereupon become void and he shall cease to be the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of which he is a member.

39. (1) Each Executive Committee shall exercise general control over 
the Departments of Government concerned with subjects or functions in the Com
mittee’s charge; and the exercise of such control, and the transaction of 
business relating to any such subjects or functions shall be regulated by such 
procedure as the Governor shall prescribe, provided that the procedure prescribed 
by the Governor may from time to time be amended or varied by the Council with 
the approval of the Governor.

(2 ) The transaction of business concerning any subjects or functions in1 the 
charge of art Officer of State shall be regulated by such procedure as the Governor 
shall prescribe.

40. (1) The Governor shall appoint some person to be the Secretary to each 
Minister and may at any time revoke any such appointment. A person appointed 
to be the Secretary to a Minister shall also be the Clerk to the Executive 
Committee of which that Minister is the Chairman.

(2) The power conferred upon the Governor by this Article shall include a 
power to appoint a person to perform temporarily the duties of the Secretary to 
a Minister and Clerk to an Executive Committee whenever, in the Governor’s 
opinion, circumstances shall so require and to revoke any such temporary, 
appointment at any time.

(3) In the exercise o f the powers conferred upon him by this Article the 
Governor shall consult the Minister concerned, provided that the Governor may, 
subject to such conditions as he shall prescribe, delegate to any Minister the 
power to make and to revoke any temporary appointment authorized by this 
Art’cle.

41. (1) Executive, Committees shall meet whenever summoned by the 
Clerk either by direction of the Chairman or at the request of any three members 
of the Committee.

(2) In the absence of the Chairman, such member of the Committee as the 
Committee may elect shall preside at the meetings of the Committee. , : • , ■ ■

(3) No business shall be transacted unless there shall be present at least three 
members in addition to the Chairman.or presiding member and the Clerk.

(4) All questions proposed in an Executive Committee shall be decided by a 
majority of the votes of the members of the Committee there present and voting. 
The Chairman or presiding member shall have an original vote on all such 
questions, and also a casting vote'if the votes shall be equally divided.

(5) A statement of all matters for discussion at any meeting of a Committee 
shall be forwarded by the Clerk to each member and to the Governor and to the 
Chief Secretary before the meeting is held. The Clerk shall also forward to the 
Governor and to the Chief Secretary copies of any document to be laid before the 
Committee if copies are available.

„(6 ) The Clerk shall keep minutes of the proceedings of the Committee and 
shall forward a copy of the minutes to the Governor and to the Chief Secretary as 
soon as may be after each meeting.

(7) An Executive Committee shall not-be disqualified for the transaction of 
business by reason of any vacancy or vacancies among the members thereof.

(8 ) Subject to the provisions of this Article, the procedure at the meetings 
of any Executive Committee shall be sueh as the Standing Orders of the Council 
may prescribe.

42. The Governor may require any Minister to furnish him with reports upon 
and any official documents relating to any matters falling under the control' 
of the Executive Committee of which that Minister is the Chairman.

43. The Chief Secretary, or his deputy, shall be entitled to attend any 
meeting of any Executive Committee and to address the Committee upon any 
subject but may not vote.
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1 ’ 44. (1) When the affairs of any Government department which is concerned Attendance of heads of
with subjects or functions in the charge of an Executive Committee shall be under departments and other 
discussion at any meeting of the Committee, the head of such department shall be m ^ n g s ^ f Executive 
entitled to attend the meeting'and to be heard by the Committee upon the affairs of Committees, 
his department which are under discussion, and it shall be the duty of the Clerk 
to the Committee to give notice to the head of any such department of the time 
and place at which the affairs of that department will be discussed by the 
Committee. •

(2) A Minister, or his Committee, may at any time require the head of a 
department concerned with subjects or functions in the charge of the Committee 
to attend, or to cause any other officer or officers of that department to attend, 
any meeting of the Committee when the affairs of that department are under 
discussion.

4 5 . (1 ) W hen the decision of an Executive Committee requires that, any issus qf..directions by Executive.
direction shall be given to any Government department concerned with subjects Committees to Government
or functions in the Committee’s charge, every such direction shall, be conveyed departments,
to the head of such department by the Minister, or in writing by the Clerk to 
the Committee by direction of the Minister, but, save as provided by this Article 
and by Article 4 8 ,  no such direction shall be given until the approval of such 
decision by the Council and the, ratification of the same by the Governor shall 
have been received by the Minister in accordance with' the provisions hereinafter 
contained.

(2) When, in the opinion of an Executive Committee, any decision of the .
Committee shall not be o f sufficient importance to require the approval of the 
Council or the ratification of the1 Governor before the issue of directions to carry 
the decision into effect, or when the decision shall, in the opinion of the Com
mittee, require action to be taken too urgently to enable such prior approval or 
ratification to be obtained,, the directions of the Committee may. be conveyed to 
the head of the department concerned and action may be taken in accordance 
therewith without such prior approval or ratification. In  every such case, the 
Committee shall without delay report to the Council the decision of the Com- 
mittee and the directions issued thereon and the reasons why such directions 
were issued without such prior approval and ratification as aforesaid, and the 
Council shall report the same to the Governor.

(3) The Governor or the Council may require that in the case of such 
decisions, or classes of decisions, by Executive Committees as may be specified 
by the Governor or by the Council, as the case may be, no directions shall be 
issued by an Executive Committee to carry such decisions into effect without 
such prior approval and ratification as aforesaid.

(4) The Council may, with the approval o i the Governor, by resolution 
authorize any Executive Committee to issue directions, without such prior t 
approval by the Council and ratification by the Governor as aforesaid, for the 
purpose of giving effect to such decisions or classes of decisions as the resolution
may specify. Whenever a Committee shall issue directions in pursuance of such 
authority as aforesaid, the Committee shall without delay report to the Council 
the decision of the Committee and the directions issued thereon, and the Council 
shall report the same to the Governor.

46. (1) Every decision of an Executive Committee which shall require the 
approval of the Council shall be embodied in a report which shall include the 
recommendations of the Committee and shall be presented to the Council for 
consideration.

(2) The Council may accept or reject any such report or may refer it back 
to the Committee for further consideration. If passed by the Council, the report, 
c-r such part thereof as shall have been passed, shall be submitted to the Governor 
by the Council for ratification.

(3) The Governor may either ratify or decline to ratify any report so sub
mitted to him as aforesaid, or may refer the same, or any part thereof, back to the 
Council for further consideration, or he may refer the same or any part thereof 
to the Secretary of State, or he may declare that the report involves an important 
question of principle, and may require that, before he shall give his decision 
thereon, the report shall be resubmitted to the Council and shall be passed by 
a two-thirds majority of all the members of the Council excluding the Officers of 
State and the Speaker or other presiding member.

(4) The decision of the Governor, or of the Secretary of State, upon any 
such report shall be communicated by the Governor to the Council, and by the 
Council to the Executive Committee concerned, and if the report or any part 
thereof* shall have been ratified by the Governor or approved by the Secretary of 
State, the Committee shall transmit the report, or such part thereof as shall have 
been so ratified or approved as aforesaid, to the head o f each department con
cerned with the subjects or functions to which the report relates and it shall be 
the duty of the head of each of such departments to give effect to the report or 
to such part thereof as shall have, been so ratified or approved as aforesaid.

(5) If the Governor shall decline to ratify any report so submitted to him as 
aforesaid, or any part thereof, he shall without delay report his decision and his 
reasons therefor to the Secretary of State, who may confirm  or vary such decision. 
If the decision of the Governor shall be varied by the Secretary o f State, the

Presentation of reports of 
Executive Committees to the 
Council and powers of the 
Council and of the Governor 
in regard to guch reports.

ft

ft

ft



Governor shall report, the,. Secretary of. Stats’? decision to-the Council, an,d the 
Council shall communicate the same to the Executive Committee concerned.and 
such Committee shall thereupon, direct that effect be given thereto.
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Manner of presentation of 
reports of Executive Committees 
to the Council and of their 
submission to the Governor 
and of communication between 
the Council and Executive 
Committees.

4 7 .. (1) Every report required by this Order to be . made by an Executive 
Committee to the Council shall be presented to the, Council by the Chairman of 
tbeCo^u^tee,..or1 in the ahsenpe'of the .Chairman, by. such member of theCom- 
nfhjttee, as, th,e Cornmittee may. appoint. .

(2) Every report required by this Order to be submitted by the Council to the 
Governor shall be submitted to Lira by the Speaker, or other presiding member,, and 
tjhf (^ypraoir’si decision, iUpou.; any such .report shall be given by him by message, to 
the Speaker, or otfigc P r id in g  menab,er-,,foj; communication to the Council.

~(8).,£hi? | Cqw^iiS^aJli con^wswatei with Executive Committees .in  such  
manner as the Standing Orders of the Council shall provide.

Exercise of powers conferred 
upon the Governor or upon a 
Minister dr Executive Committee 
by delegation or by law.' ‘

Emergency powers of the 
Governor.

48. (1) Nothing contained in Articles 45 or 46 shall apply to the exercise of
any power -conferred upon any Minister or Executive Committee by delegation 
from the Governor under Article 94 or Article' 95 or otherwise by any written law, 
and .directions, may be issued to Government departments in the exercise of any 
such power without the prior approval of the Council and ratification by the Gover
nor- to .which Articles 45- and 46 refer ; provided that the, Governor may require, that 
any power, so delegated by him shall not be exercised without the prior .approval 
of the .Council or ratification by him, or without both such prior approval and, 
ratification, .or-that.decisions of Executive Committees in the exercise of any. such 
power, or for the purpose of advising a Minister in the exercise of any such power, 
shall fie roported to the Council. . ;

(2). Decisions of Executive Committees made for the purpose of advising the 
Governor upon.the exercise of any power vested in him shall not be deemed to be 
decisions, which must. be reported to the Council unless the Governor shall so 
require*,.

. ,, .. , Governor's E mergency P owers.
49. - (1). Notwithstanding, anything contained in .this . Order, wbeneyer .the 

Governor shall consider that a, stale of emergency has arisen or is imminent, 
whether from the danger of enemy action or of civil disorder, or from; any grave 
cause, he may by Proclamation assume control of any Government department 
ana issue such orders to that department, as he may, seg fit ,, provided .tbnt, jn 
every such case, he shall make a full report immediately, to, the Secretary of 
State;' and provided, further, that if the .Governor with;. the .advice and...consent, 
of-the Council shall make provision by law tô  the, satisfaction of the. Secretary 
of- State for the exercise by the Governor of such emergency powers, the Secretary 
of State may declare that this clause of this Article shall cease to, have effect and 
on the publication of such declaration in th e G overnm ent G azette this clause of 
this-Article,shall cease to have effect accordingly.

(2i), The Governor shall not assent to any Bill repealing or, amending any such 
law as,aforesaid unless he shall have previously obtained His Majesty’s instructions 
through, the Secretary of State.

Board of Ministers.

6

O

Vice-Chairman to represent the 
Board of Ministers in Council.

Secretary to the Bbard of 
Ministers.

Meeting of the Board of 
Ministers, quorum, and 
procedure.

The. B oard qe M inisters and F inancial P rovisions.
50., (1) There , shall be a Board of Ministers which shall be, comppsed.pf 

the Officers of State and the Ministers.
(2) The Officers of State shall not be entitled to - vote upon any question 

submitted to the Board, but shall have the, rights and privileges of. membership 
of, the Board in all other respects.

(3) The Chief Secretary shall be the Chairman of the Board and there; shall 
be a Vice-Chairman who shall be elected, by the Board, from arpong the Ministers.

(4) If at any time the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Ministers shall be pre
vented, by. absence-from the Island, or by illness or other sufficient cause, from 
exercising the functions of his office, the Board may elect, another Minister to act 
as Vice-Chairman until the Vice-Chairman shall resume the . exercise of the func
tions of his office, and all the provision? of this Order which apply to; the Vice- 
Chairman, of the Board of Ministers shall apply to the Minister .so elected dqring 
the period-for which he shall act as Vice-Chairman of the Board.

(5 ) The Chief Secretary shall preside over the Board of Ministers, and in his 
absence, the Vice-Chairman of the Board, shall preside.

51. , The, VicerChairman o f, the Board of Ministers shall be the represent
ative of the Board in the Council and shall he- styled the.Leader of the State 
Council.

52. ; The Governor shall appoint some fit person to be Secretary to the
Board of Ministers, an,d may at. any time revoke any such appointment. The 
Governor may , also, appoint a person to perform temporarily the duties” of the 
Secjgtary to the- Board-whenever, in his opinion, circumstances sfiall so require, 
and.may at,,s-p.y.time reyoke any-such temporary-appointment, ,

53; (1 ) The Board o f Ministers shall not proceed t o . the despatch of 
business unless duly summoned by the Chief Secretary who may from time to time, 
and shall whenever the Vice-Chairman so requests, convene a. meeting, of the Board.

(2 ) No business, shall be transacted unless there shall be. present at least- 
thfee-members, exclusive of the* Officers of State.

_ (3), AH. questions- proposed .to the Board, gf Ministers shah-6 ®- decided-by * 
majority- of the Ministers there present and voting and, save as provided by 
Article 71, no member of the Board shall have more than one vote.
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Ri'ght, of Board, of Mmifltgrs,^ 
require ;al);ejp49iP^,'^W^A<>f!, 
depa'rtihents* and other "

’ (4) A statement of all matters for discussion at any meeting of the Board
shall be'forwarded' by the Secretary to each member and'to the Governor before, 
the meeting'is held. The Secretary shall also forward to the Governor a copy oi- 
any document to be laid before the Board if a copy is available. ' ’

(ft) Th,e .l^ retary  shall ke.ep, nqiiiutea of the proceedings of ,,the Board, and 
. forward ft.popy of the, nqinptes to the Governor.,aq soop as may, each
meeting., .A ■ ' , :

(6 ) The Board shall npt ,b,e. disGWlffied. thp ;transaction by.
reason pf any vacancy or yacancjes,among the m em ber thereof,:, . ..

(7) .,Rnb|ect. to the provision? .of this Article,'the .procedure,, at. .n^eetipgfti .of 
the Board shall be such as the Board shall prescribe.

54. In the discharge of any function or duty imposed by this’ Order upon )
the Board, of Ministers,' the Board may require the hepd of any Government 
department'to attend, or ’to cause any other officer of his department to attend; 
any meeting of the Board and-to give s'uch assistance to the Board’ as the Board 
may require. ! (

55. ., Subject to  the .provisions of. Article 22;. the, Board, of' Ministers shall 
determine the order in.whicb any- business, whether executive on legislative, (to be 
brought before the Council, by the Board of-. Ministers,, or. by any .Executive. 
Committee, or Officer; of. State, shall he despatched, and, nqay prescribe the 
procedure by which the settlement of questions affecting more than .one. 
Executive Committee shall be arranged,

56. (1) It shall be the duty of the Board pf IRinisters. to, prepare, in con
sultation with the. Financial Secretary,,, thq Annual Estiuaaf.es, of Revenue and 
Expenditure for the Island and all Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure.

(2 ) The Annual Estimates of Expenditure shall state under distinct heads 
every item’ which is expected to com e'in course) of payment during the, year to 
which the Estimates relate and, in addition to items of expenditure which shall 
require the approval of the Council, shall include, in a separate column, items of 
expenditure ' already authorized by law, Each head ,of expenditure, shall be 
divided into such sub-heads as the Board of Ministers shall decide,

departments' 
Government Officers.

Eight of
deferminp,prder gf ,î qvMpj{(̂ cit,' 
business in the Council’ and 
procedure for determination of 
questions affecting more than 
one Executive Committee.

Responsibility of Board of 
Ministers for preparation of 
Annual Estimates and 
Supplementary Estimates.

ar
laid before the Council fob the information of members

57. (1) Subject to the provisions of Article 22, no Bill, motion, resolution,
or vote for the disposal of, or the imposition of charges upon, any part of the 
public revenue or other funds.of the Island, or for the authorization of any prior 
disposal of any part of such’ revenue or funds, or- for the imposition or augmenta
tion of any tax, or for the repeal or reduction of any tax for the time being in; 
force, shall be introduced in the Council by any member except a Minister or an 
Officer of State, nor unless such Bill,' motion, resolution, or vote shall have received 
the prior, approval of the Board of Ministers. • . .

(2)i Every Bill,, motion, resolution or vote 'introduced in the Council for any of 
the purposes mentioned in the preceding clause of this Article shall be accompanied 
by £• report from the Board of Ministers explaining the financial implications there
of and including the observations of the Financial Secretary thereqn,

'■ (3) In this Article the pxpressiop *v tax ”  dpqs. not include' any ta? raided, by. 
, local authorities or bodies for localpu^.qses.

58,. (1). Each Minister' tw,d , e ^  Gffiiqer pf St,a|be not..latef...than, this
Wpnth of Ajtrir ih each year; sqhp it/td  the, Board, ..of Mjnistorg,. through i the 
ySahcial; Secretary, the.' e s t a t e s ,  of .'esjROftditure prQposjed.by tba Minister’s  
Executive'Comniittee, or) ,b jf’ thp '0 ^ j r i;.gsff,gH1bp,..as libe case, papy be, for; the 
ensuing financial year in 'connection with the subjects or funptiops under the 
control of such) Committee or Officer of State; provided) thptr no, sugh qatimate; 
shall be submitted to.the Board of Ministers until the Executive Committee,or 
Officer of State by whom the same shall be proposed shaU have codsqlted. the 
Einancial Seeretary and shall have considered his report.)

(2) If any Minister or'Officer of State shall fail to. comply with the provisions 
°f the preceding obtuse of this Article, the Governor m ay'cause to be. prepared, 
jyith such assistance as he may require from the Board of- Ministers apd frbm the 
beads of any Government departments, an estimate of expenditure for the 
6P.suing financial year- in connection with the subjects or functions under the 
coptrol of such Executive Committee or- Officer of State, and may forward the 
®ame certified under his band, to the Board of Afjniatprs, and (he, Board, shall 
• tn' an estimate so received from the Governor ih .!aliJ re^ppct^jas., though

pad b'ebn received' frbm' a Minister Or Gfficer of Stpte, in accordance ,^ h ;  tips 
Artirila" 1 -i ■ L '. - - ‘

Responsibility of Board of 
Ministers for financial measures.

Submission of Annual Estimates 
of Expenditure by Ministers to 
the Board of Ministers through 
the Financial Secretary.

tn J l - r W  The annual estimates of expenditure fop.the, Island, to the extent rhe Annual Appropriation Bill.
.Whiqh such, expenditure shall, ,not previously hay? been authoiazyjd, by, any 

aw in force in the Island, shall be. embodied in a Bill, in. this Order called the 
Annual Appropriation Bill,' which shaR be submifted.annuaUy .to.the.Council in 
0r about the month of June or as soon thereafter as circumstances will permit.

(2) In every Annual Appropriation Bill the expenditure proposed shall be ' • 1 , .
Ippated to specific, purposes under distinct beads corresponding to the heads,
•®£w9,Q0d m the Annual Estimates in accordance with Article 56. ' ' ; "
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Supplementary Appropriation 
Bills.

Authority for expenditure under 
this' Order or under laws other 
than the Annual Appropriation 
Law.

Authority for expenditure under 
the Annual Appropriation Law.

General Warrant.

Requisition.

Authority for expenditure not 
authorized by the Annual 
Appropriation Law or otherwise 
by any law. Special Warrant.

Power of Governor to authorise 
expenditure approved by the 
Council. •

Provision far urgent expenditure 
in anticipation of the approval 
of the Council.

(3) The authority for expenditure which the passage into law of any such- 
Bill shall convey shall lapse at the end of the financial year to which the Bill 
relates.

60. All disbursements of the public revenue or other funds of the Island 
in any financial year which shall not have been authorized by the passage into 
law of the Annual Appropriation Bill for that year or otherwise by any law in 
force in the Island shall be specified in a Bill, in this Order called the Supplemen
tary Appropriation Bill, which shall be submitted to the Council as soon as may be 
after the close of the financial year in which such disbursements were made.

61. Whenever any payment of public money shall be, or shall have been, 
authorized by this Order or by any other law in force in the Island other than the 
Annual Appropriation Law, it shall be lawful for the Financial Secretary, with 
the authority of the Governor, to make any such payment, and to accept a charge 
upon his accounts in respect of any such payment.

62. Subject to the provisions o f Article 6 6 , the Financial Secretary shall 
not make any payment of public money or accept any charge on his accounts 
in any financial year in respect of services for which provision has been made 
in the Annual Appropriation Law for that year, unless he shall be authorized to 
do so by—

(a) a General Warrant, signed by the Governor, in accordance with the
provisions of Article 63;

(b) a Requisition, approved by the Governor, in accordance with the
provisions of Article 64.

63. As soon as may be after the enactment of the Annual Appropriation 
Law for any year, the Financial Secretary shall prepare a complete schedule 
of the personal emoluments and other public services provided for in the Estimates 
and in the Annual Appropriation Law for that year over which the Board of 
Ministers does not desire to retain a special control and of the provision authorized 
by that.law in respect of the same. Such schedule shall be annexed to the General 
Warrant which, when signed by the Governor, shall authorize payments by the 
Financial Secretary monthly, or at such periods as may be necessary during 
the year, in respect of the services therein enumerated.

64. Whenever in the opinion of an Executive Committee or of an Officer 
of State, after prior consultation with the Financial Secretary, it shall be 
necessary to incur expenditure on a service for which provision shall have been 
made in the Annual Appropriation Law, but the expenditure on which shall not 
have been authorized by the General Warrant, the Minister or Officer of State, as 
the case may be, shall forward to the Board of Ministers, through the Financial 
Secretary, a Requisition stating the whole extent and estimated cost of the 
service required and the reasons therefor, and no such expenditure shall be 
incurred until the Requisition shall have been approved by the Board of 
Ministers and by the Governor.

65. (1) Whenever in the opinion of an Executive Committee or o f an 
Officer of State, after prior consultation with the Financial Secretary, it shall 
be necessary to incur expenditure for which provision shall not have been made in 
the Annual Appropriation Law or by this Order or by any other law in force in the 
Island, the Minister or Officer of State, as the case may be, shall forward to the 
Board of Ministers, through the Financial Secretary, a statement showing the 
whole extent and estimated cost of the service required and the reasons therefor.

(2) I f  the Board of Ministers shall approve any such expenditure as afore
said, the Board shall include the same in a Supplementary Estimate and shall 
submit the same for the approval of the Council and no such expenditure, shall 
be incurred unless the said Estimate of the Board shall have been approved by 
the. Council and ratified by the Governor nor until the same shall be authorized 
by Special Warrant approved by the Board and signed by the Governor.

(3) Whenever the Board of Ministers shall propose any expenditure for the 
approval of the Council in accordance with this Article, the Board shall present 
to the Council a report explaining the nature and extent of the expenditure and the 
reasons therefor and including the observations of the Financial Secretary thereon.

6 6 . Notwithstanding anything contained in Articles 62 and 65, if the Board 
of Ministers shall decline to include in the General Warrant, or to approve a 
Requisition or Special Warrant for, any expenditure which shall be provided 
for in the Estimates and in the Annual Appropriation Law for any year, or 
which shall be approved by a vote passed by the Council or having effect as 
though it had been so passed, the Governor may, by Warrant under his hand, 
authorize the F :nuncial Secretary to make any payment, or to accept any charge 
upon his accounts, in respect of any such expenditure.

67. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in Article 65, if the Board 
of Ministers shall consider that any expenditure tp which that Article refers shall 
be required too urgently to enable the provisions o f that Article to be observed 
before such expenditure is incurred, the Board may submit to the Governor a 
Special Warrant to authorize such expenditure, in anticipation of the approval
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of the Council, on the personal responsibility of every Minister who shall have -
approved the same, and such warrant, when signed by the Governor, shall . . ' '
authorize the Financial Secretary to make any payment or to accept any charge on 
his accounts in accordance therewith.

(2) A report o f -any expenditure incurred under the authority of a Special . ’ . •
Warrant issued under this Article, including the observations of the Financial 
Secretary thereon, shall be submitted by the Board of Ministers for the approval ..

,, of the Council at the earliest opportunity.

, f . 6 8 . , Any Annual or Supplementary, Appropriation Bill and any Bill, ' Reference by the Council of
motion, resolution, or vote to which Article 57 refers may be referred by the Council financial measures to Board of
to the Board of Ministers for further consideration, provided that the Council shall consideration1 'perGd for,1
not so refer any such Bill, motion, resolution, or vote for further consideration more consideration of Annual
than once, and provided further that if the Council shall not have passed, with or Appropriation Bill. ' .
without amendment, any Annual Appropriation Bill within three months after the 
first reading of the Bill shall have been moved, the Council shall be deemed to have
rejected the Bill. ; ' •> - ; _ .

69. (1) I f  the Council, with or without reference to the Board of Ministers 
-for further consideration, shall reject the whole of any Annual Appropriation Bill, 
the Governor shall dissolve the Council.. - • • •

‘ (2) The Governor shaU also dissolve the Council if, in his opinion, by reason
of the decision of the Council upon any Bill, motion, resolution, or vote, to which 
Article 57 refers, or upon any motion expressly directed to test the confidence of the 
Council in the Board of Ministers, it shall be apparent that the Board no longer 

‘ retains the confidence of the Council. '

Dissolution of Council upon 
rejection of Annual 
Appropriation Bill or upon 

. certain decisions in the Council, 
indicating loss of confidence ' "■ 
in.the Board of Ministers.

70. If at any time the Council shall be dissolved before financial provision 
shall have been made for the essential public Services of the Island sufficient for the 
period which must elapse before such provision can be made by a new Council, , 
it shall be lawful for the Governor by warrant under his hand to authorize the 
Financial Secretary to make such disbursements from the public revenue and 
other funds of the Island as shall be sufficient for such services during such period 
but no longer. „ / .

Power of Governor to make 
financial provision for essential . 
public services in the event of 
dissolution without such 
provision. ‘ . y  '

v  71. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Order, upon a dissolution Exercise of executive functions 
of the Council and until the next succeeding election of Executive Committees f ‘ 
and appointment of Mimsters in accordance with this Order, the following 
provisions shall have effect:—- ,

(a) The executive functions committed to the Council by Article 32
shall be vested in the Board of Mimsters as contituted'
immediately prior to the dissolution of the Council and that
Board shall continue to be styled the Board of Ministers and
to have and to exercise, as nearly as may be, all the powers and
functions which it had and exercised immediately pripr to the . .
dissolution of the Council'. - .

(b) All the powers and functions conferred by this Order, or by any
other law, upon any Executive Committee, except the election 
of a Chairman of the Committee, shall be vested in the person 
who, immediately prior to the dissolution of the Council, was 
the Chairman of that Executive Committee, and such person 
shall continue to be styled Minister and to have and exercise, 
during the period aforesaid, all the powers and-functions which, 
immediately prior to the dissolution of the Council, he had and 
exercised as a Minister.

(c) All the provisions of this. Order which relate to reports from
Executive Committees to the Council shall relate, as nearly 

- as may be, to reports from Ministers to the Board of Ministers
and all the provisions of this Order which relate to reports from 
the Council to the Governor, shall relate, as nearly as may be, 
to reports from the Board of Ministers to the Governor.

(d) If any . Minister shall be prevented by illness or by absence from
the Island, or other sufficient cause, from exercising the functions 
of his office, the Governor may appoint a person to exercise 
temporarily the powers and functions o f that Minister from 
among the Board of Ministers, excluding the Officers of State, ,
or from among the persons who, immediately prior to the 
dissolution of the Council, constituted the Executive Committee 
of which that Minister was the Chairman. I f  the person so 
appointed shall be already a Member o f the Board of Ministers 
he shall be entitled to a vote, at meetings of the Board, by 
reason of such appointment, in addition to the vote to which - 

..... , ; he is entitled by reason of his prior membership of the Board. , . '

■ L egislative F unctions of the Council. . ■
«  ‘ It shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Bower tQ.jnftke ^

ouncil, to make laws for the.peace, order, and good government of the Island: . "  > '■ ,•>.•
provided nevertheless an<J. it is hereby reserved to His Majesty, His.Heirs and ' *
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Privileges of Council.

Assent to'laWtf And 
commencement.

Disallowance of lawB.

Declaration of Governor’s 
decision upon Bills presented for 
assent.

Bills, reserved for signification of 
His Majesty’s pleasure.

Postponement of operation of 
Bill.

Return of Bill to Council for 
further consideration.

Bills involving important 
question of principle.

Variation of Governor’s decision 
upon Bills.

Collection of Ordinances to be 
published every year.

Appointment of Auditor- 
General.

Successors, with the actjvice of His or "theirPrivy Council, td make from tithe to 
. time air such, laws as may appear necessary, for the peace, order, and gpod 

government of the Island as ‘fully and1 effectually ‘as .'if' this Or'aCr had not' been 
made.

/ 73;‘ A law may be ,ehacted in accordance -with, this1 Order defining,the 
privileges, immunities, and powers to be held, enjoyed, and exercised by the 
Council and the members thereof; provided,that no such privileges, immunities, 
or powers shall exceed those for the time being held, enjoyed, and exercised by 
thb'Gdffiihoks'-Hdhse of P&rli&ihd&t of the " United Kingdom rof Great Britain and 
'Northern' Ireland 6 r the members ‘thereof. :

74. .‘ Ho l W l'ihade by the Governor, with the advice and consent' o f ' the 
Council/ shall take effe’ct until the Governor shall have assented thereto in the 
name and on/behalf p f ’/His Majesty.and shall have signed the sapie in tbken t>i 
$ l c h t h / a t  if the,Goyeirfibr' shall, in :a6 cbVdance'wi&‘ tj^s'Ord'er, 
reserve any Bill passed by fhe 'Gouhcil for 'the Signification of His Majesty’s 
pleasure thereon, such Bill shall become law and take effect so soon as His 
Majesty‘shall have given his assent thereto, either by Order in Council or through 
the; Secretary of State, and the Governor shall have signified such assent by 
Proclamation published in the Governm ent G azette.

75;. When the Goveindr assdnts to a’ law, he shall,by the first convenient 
opportunity, transmit'an authentic copy of the law, in duplicate, to the Secretary 
of State,'And'it shall be lawful fbr.His Majesty, at any time, within two.years 
after'such1 copy shall have been received by, the Secretary of State, to notify to 
the Governor his disallowance of such law through’ the Secretary of State* and 
every law so" disallowed shall become .null and void from and after the day on 
which the/ Governor shall bigriify suOh''disallowance "by Prbclamatibn in , the 
Gbvtibiirikht G azette.

76, ,; ^When a Bill passed by the Council is presented to the Governor for 
his. assent he shall, according to his discretion, but, subject to the, proyisidps .of 
this Order, and of any Instructions .addressed to him.'under His Majesty’s'Sign 
Manual and Signet or through the Secretary of State, declare that, he (assents 
thereto, or refuses his assent to the same, or that he reserves the same for the 
signification of His M ajesty's pleasure.

7,7... The Governor 'may. 'reserve/any'Bill passed by the Council fhr the 
sigffiflb'atibn of His Majesty’s pleasure thereon, and he shah so reseiye any such 
Bill by which any provision of this Order, or of any other Order of His’M&jesty 
in Council, is repealed or.varied, or which is in any way repugnant to, or inconsis- 
t ^ y  WEh any of the'provisidns of this Order, or of any such'other Order, except 
wndre by this Order, 'or by any such other 0rd6r,!p6we? is expressly given to the 
Cf^qil:*t6  make provision by law. When the Governor so reserves any Bill he 
shall' by the first convenient opportunity transmit an authentic copy in duplicate 
to''the Sfectetary of State.

78 . ' In assenting to any Bill the Governor may by order declare that the law 
shall be withheld from operation for a period not exceeding six months, and in such 
case, notwithstanding the provisions of. Article 74, such law; shall not take effect 
until the expiration of the period for which the same shall'have been withheld 
from operation by the Governor. .

79. ' The Governor may return to "the Council for further consideration any 
Bill presented to hiin for his assent, or for the ascertainment of His Majesty s, 
pleasure thbreoh, and may transmit therewith "any amendments to the Bill which 
h'6 'niay1 recommend.

80. When the Governor is of opinidb that any Bill introduced or about 
to!be introduced into'the Couhcil involves ah important' qhestioh of principle he 
inhy. at"any'time before the vote's of members upon the third reading of the Bill 
h'ave':bden takeh, communicate .such,opinion/to 'the*Council'by message to the 
Spe'aker, and rday requirp that the Bill shall not be presented to him for his 
asteht unless At, ahy rebdihg sub,se'qb.eht to that requirement it shall have been 
passed by a two-thirds knajority of all the mehibers of the Council excluding the 
Officers/of State Uhd‘ the Speaker br other presiding member.

81. (1 ) ’I f  the Governor shall. exercise in respect of any Bill any of the 
powers conferred, upon him by Articles 78 and 80, he shall forthwith report his 
decision to the Secretary of State and it shall be lawful for the Secretary of 
State to cancel or .vary the Governor’s decision in regard to the same.

‘ (2) The Governbr 'shall Communicate the directions of the Secretary of 
State to the Collncil and thereupon such directions shall take effect.

82. As soon'as pbssible' aftCr the C'ommencbiheht o f  each year the Governor 
shall cAuseTa, ’complete collection of all Ordinances ehact'ed diiring the preceding 
'^kr to'be'^bfelishfed for gbhet'&l infqriiiaitibh.

Audit of Public Accounts.
83; There shall be An AuditCr-General who shall be appointed by the 

Gdveifior/and shah hold'bflB’ce ’duriilg good beha’violir, provided thAt h'e shall ‘h0 
feihoted fr&ih office by the GovCrfl’Cr upon Ah address prating 'fifflf 'ffis fiiffbvSl
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presented to 'the G ov ern or 'b y  the Council,' provided also that he m ay be required 
b y ' the Governor to  retire from  the public service on ' the grouhd of Age br 
infirmity,' ’whether o f m ind or body, in the like circumstances and Subject to th e  
same Conditions a s  any other public officer in1 receipt bf sim ilar' pensionable 
emoluments.

x P4. The Auditor-General shall be responsible for the audit and inspection 
of all public accounts of the Government. He shall see that in all matters relating 
to finance and accounts this Order and the Jaws of the Island and, all lawful 
directions of the Governor, or of the Council with the approval of the Governor, 
are strictly observed and shall bring to the notice-of the Governor and-of the 
Council' ahy: failure in their observance. The Auditor-General and his deputies 
are at all times entitled to have access -to all books, records, or returns relating 
to accounts, and all accounting officers shall give them every facility for inspecting 
such documents. . , -

85. As soon as possible after the- close bf'ehbh''financial ;year the Ailditbr- 
General shall prepare a repbrt bn the! revenue and ekpeMiture bf .the jrear/'ahd 
in such report he shall deal with'the.'collection of'fevfenUe, 5 the; state 'bf'the 

’pre&rs, the'manner in tthich'the accounts of the Island are kept,'the 'sufficiency 
of easting checks against' fraud, the mature and extent 'of the'audit applibd, and 
any special questions arising Out of the'accounts.' He Shall furnish’ this’ feport 
to the Governor and to the' Speaker for communication-to* the Council. , .

The Public Service.
■86. (1) The appointment, promotion, transfer, dismissal, 1 and disciplinary 

control of public officers shall be vested in the Governor, subject to any Instruc
tions given under H is M ajesty ’s'S ign Manual and Signet 'or through' the Secretary 
of State and, in so far as concerns the Auditor-General, to th e ' provisions bf 
Article 83.

(2) The Governor may, subject to sUch Instructions and provisions as afore
said, and with the approval of the "Secretary of State, delegate to such public 
officers having authority in or over Government departments as he shall think fit, 
subject to such conditions as he may prescribe, the appointment, promotion, 
transfer,; dismissal, and 'disciplinary control of officers vvho are not in receipt of 
annual ■pensionable emblu-ments exceeding such Sum'Us m ay be'Specified'in1 SuAh 
Instructions.

87. (1) No B ill, m otion, resolution or vote affecting any officer in the. public,
service at the date of the com m encem ent of this Order and involving any alteration 
in his salary, allowances, br conditions bf service, or in the law, regulations or 
.practice governing the grant of leave or passages, or the paym ent o f pensions Or 
gratuities, applicable to  any sUch officer or his dependents ‘or personal 
representatives at the date aforesaid shall be introduced into the Council without 
the sanction o f the Governor; and no .Bill, motion, resolution, v o te ' or rother 
proposal involving any such itera tion  as aforesaid, which, in the opinion bf' the 
Governor, shall be to the prejudice of any such officer shall take effect until it 
shall have been approved .by the Secretary of State. . .

(2) No Bill, m otion, resolution, vote, or other,'proposal affecting any officer 
appointed after the com m encem ent Of this Order to any public office,, appointment 
to which is subject to the approval bf the Secretary o f'S ta te , and involving any 
alteration which, in the opinion o f the Governor-, is to the prejudice o f such officer,

the salary, allowances, -or conditions of service,, or in the law, .regulations,' br 
practice governing the grant of leave or passages or fe e  paym ent of pensions or 
gratuities, for the time being enjoyed by or applicable to  any such officer or his 
dependents-or personal-representatives, shall take effect until it shall have been 
approved by the Secretary of State.

(3) All pensions and gratuities which have been granted to officers who have 
"retired from the public service before the date of the com m encem ent of this Order

to the dependants bf officers'w ho have died before that; date shall be governed 
%  the I&tV'ahd' regulations' under' ‘which they were granted.
. . f4) A n y  Bill, motidn, resolution, or vote the enactm ent-or pa'ssage'bf 'which 
GrilTbe necessary inordbr to preserve any rights or privileges which by'this Article, 
may not be varied without the approval of the Secretary of State shall, ~to"the 
extent required b y  the decision of the Secretary of State upon any such prbposal, 
oe deemed to be essential to give effect to the provisions of this Order within the 
meaning of Article 22. - ,

, 88. (1) The Governor may, with the approval of the Secretary of State, 
make, special regulations regarding the grant of pensions and . gratuities on retire
ment to the following classes of-public officers holding office at the date of the 
commencement of this Order, nam ely : —

(a) persons appointed, or selected for appointment, to any public office,
appointment to which is subject to the approval o f the Seere- 
tary of State, prior to the seventeenth day of July, 1928.

(b) persons appointed to any such Office after the seventeentb day bf
• July, 1928, but prior to the twelfth day o f Decem ber, 1929.
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Duties of Auditor-General.

Annual Report by Auditor- 
General.

Appointment, promotion, 
tranefer, dismissal, and 
disciplinary control of public 
officers vested in Governor with 
power of delegation.

Preservation of conditions of 
service bf public 'Officers.

O

O

o

o

o

Regulations ^regarding the 
retirement .on pension of 
persons bolding public office at 
the commencement of this 
Order. .
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Public Services Commission.

Duties of Public Services 
Commission.

Power of Public Services Com
mission to require attendance of 
officers and production of 
documents.

Salaries of Governor, Officer 
Administering the Government 
and Officers of State.

Subject tO' the provisions of. the following clauses of this Article, such 
regulations shall provide that any person included in the first class mentioned 
above may retire at any time after the commencement of this Order and 
that any person included in the second class may retire at any time within five 
years, after the commencement of this Order and on such retirement, in the case 
of . an officer included in either of the two classes aforesaid, may be granted a 
pension or* gratuity not less than tEat which he might have been granted in 
accordance with the Minute on Pensions in force at the date of the commence
ment of this Order if at the date of his retirement he had been compelled to 
retire by reason of the abolition of his office.

(2 ) Before any public officer shall retire in the exercise of a right given by 
the regulations aforesaid he shall give to the Governor such notice of his 
intention to retire as the regulations shall prescribe.

(3) Save with the permission of the Governor, a public officer may not 
retire in the exercise of any right given by the regulations aforesaid if proceed
ings for his dismissal are being taken or are about to be taken, nor unless, if so 
required by the Governor, he shall satisfy the Governor that he is not incapacitated 
by infirmity either of mind or body for the discharge of his duties.

(4) Pensions at the rate provided by the regulations aforesaid shall be 
granted only in cases of faithful and meritorious service and shall be subject 
to reduction, or may be refused, in the same circumstances and to the same 
extent as a pension which may be granted under the Minute on Pensions 
aforesaid.

89. (1) There shall be a Public Services Commission to advise the Governor 
in the exercise of the powers conferred upon him by Article 8 6 . The Chief 
Secretary shall be the Chairman and such other persons in the public service as 
the Governor . shall appoint shall be members. In the absence of the Chief 
Secretary such other person as the Governor shall appoint shall act as Chairman 
of the Commission.

(2) The Governor may at any time revoke any appointment made by him 
under this Article.

(3) The Governor may by regulation subject to the approval of. the Secretary 
of State prescribe the duties of and the procedure to be followed by the Commission 
in the exercise of their duties and the number which shall form a quorum.

90. The Public Services Commission may require any public officer to 
attend and to give evidence before it touching any matter which it shall have 
under consideration and may require the production of any official documents 
relating to any such matter.

91. (1) The Governor shall receive a salary of £8,000 a year, provided 
that during any period for which the Governor is absent from the Island and the 
Government shall be administered by another officer in his stead (herein called the 
Officer Administering the Government) a part of the annual salary aforesaid, at 
the rate of £ 2 ,0 0 0  a year, shall be paid to that officer.

(2) From and after the date of the first meeting of the Council after this 
Order shall come into operation the Chief Secretary shall receive a salary of £3,000 
a year and the Legal Secretary and the Financial Secretary shall each receive a 
salary of £2,400 a year.

(3) The salaries and payments provided by this Article shall be charged upon 
the public revenue and other funds of the Island.

(4) In the assessment of any income tax which may be payable under any 
written law no account shall be taken of the salaries or payments provided by this 
Article for the Governor, or for the Officer Administering the Government, or of 
the annual value of any official residences assigned to either of them.

Disposal of powers vested in 
the Governor.

Disposal of powers vested hi 
the Govenor in Council.

Delegation by the Governor of 
powers referred to in Articles 
91 and 92.

Continuation or Transfer of P owers V ested in certain 
Authorities by L ocal L a w ..

92. All powers, authorities, and functions which are or shall be. vested m 
the Governor by any written law in force on the date when the first election_ of 
Executive Committees and the first appointment of Ministers in accordance with 
this Order shall be complete shall, so far as the same shall continue in existence 
and be capable of being exercised after the said date, remain vested in the 
Governor.

93. On and after the date when the first election of Executive Com
mittees and the first appointment of Ministers in accordance with this Order 
shall be complete, all powers, authorities and functions which at the said date 
shall be vested by any written law in the Governor in Executive Council, how
soever the association of the said Council with the Governor may be described 
in any such law, shall, so far as the same shall continue in existence and be 
capable of being exercised after the said date, be vested in the Governor.

94. The Governor may, by order published in the G overnm ent Gazette 
delegate to any Officer of State or to any Executive Committee or to the head 
of any Government department, subject to such conditions or limitations as he 
may prescribe, the exercise of any power, authority, or function to which Articles 
92 and 93 refer.
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95. The Governor may,!%y order published in the G overnm ent G azette,
direct that any power, authority, or function which shall be vested in the 
Colonial Secretary, the Controller of Eevenue, or any other public officer, by any 
written law in force on the date when the first election of Executive* Committees 
and the first appointment of Ministers in accordance -with this “Order shall-be 
complete, shall, so far as the same shall continue in exiptejdgje apfi be capable of 
being exercised after that date, be vested, subject to such conditions or limitations 
as the Governor may prescribe, in any Officer of State;1 'Or in any Minister or 
Executive Committee, or in any public officer specifiedffiy- this cOovernor in such 
. order.  ̂ to ptnila-ia

96. Nothing _contained ift MW the four immediately preceding Articles, 
or in any, orden issued thereunder, shall afieet the passing by- the Council of any 
law relating to the vesting or the exercise of any o f the powers to which those 
Articles refer.

G eneral.

97. (1) If any difficulty arises as to the first establishment of the Council 
after the commencement o f this Order, or otherwise in. first giyii|g effect to the 
provisions of this Order, the Governor, as occa?ipm require,, inay, by order 
published in the G overnm ent Gaseite, dft gnytfiffig whicfe tppegrato him neces
sary for the purpose o f removing the difficulty.

(2) The Governor may, by Proclamation in the G overnm ent G azette, within 
six months after the commencement of this Order, and provided that His Majesty’s 
approval be previously signified to him through the Secretary of State, vary annul 
or add to any of the provisions of this Order in order to carry out the purposes of 
the same.

98. His Majesty hereby reserves to Himself, His Heirs, and Successors, 
power, with the advice of H is or Their Privy Council, to revoke, alter, or amend 
this Order as to Him or Them shall seem fit.

M. P. A. HANKEY.

Disposal of powers Vested in 
Colonial Secretary, Controller 
of Eevenue and other public 
officers.

Reservation of Council’s 
power to legislate regarding 
powers referred to in 
Articles 91 to 94.

Power of Governor to make 
orders to meet difficulties 
arising under Order.

Power to amend by Proclamation.

Power to revoke and amend 
Order.,

FIRST SCHEDULE.
(Article 82,)

I. Home A ffairs.
Police.
Prisons.
Excise and Local Option.
Functions of tho Government Analyst.
Religious Associations and Temporalities.
Subjects of internal administration not otherwise allotted.

Q . Agriculture and L ands.
Lands.
Forests. '
Irrigation.
Agriculture.
Veterinary Services.
Surveys and Meteorology.
Co-operative Societies.

HI. L ocal Administration.
Local Government.
Mines and Salt.
Fisheries.
Acquisition of land for public purposes.

IV. Health.
Medical Services.
Sanitary Services.
Housing.

V. L abour, Industry, and Commerce.
Labour.
Industrial welfare.
Commerce.
Functions of the Registrar-General.
Poor Relief.

VI. Education.
Education.
Museums.
Archaeology.

VII. Communications and W orks.
Public Works.
Railways.
Electrical) Undertakings.
Posts and Telegraphs.
Ports and Harbours.

A 5
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> ■ ' • 1 SECOND SCHEDULE ' '*
< '■ •(Article 88)

I .  Chief Secretary;
. .•j1’ ‘External Affairs

.Defence, v ’,
The Public Spryices , ,

II. L egal. Seobetabb"
j v Thb Aiimmifettation of Justice 

Drafting of Legislation 
Legal Advice to Government
Criminal prosecutions and civil proceedings on behalf of the Crown. 
Elections to the State Council. ’ '

, .Functions-of the Public-Trustee. ) .. . . ' ' ’
H I. F inancial Secretary

Fmance. > / '
Supply.

, Stores and Printing * ■
■ ( , Establishments '■ ,

Customs.,
, . "  Estate Duty and Stamps.
’ • > * Valuation on behalf of Government
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C 40/30
In the Name of His MajestyTGEORGE THE FIFTH, by the Grace of GOD of Great Britain, Ireland and 

the British Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India.

P R O C L A M A T I O N .
By His Excellency Sir Graeme T homson, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint 

Michael and Saint George, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Island of Ceylon and its Dependencies.

Graeme Thomson.

WHEREAS by Article 1 of the Ceylon (State Council) Order in” Council, 1931, it is provided that the aforesaid 
Order in Council shall come into operation upon a date to be declared by the Governor by Proclamation 

in the Government Gazette :
Now know Y e that We, the Governor, do hereby proclaim and declare that the said Ceylon (State .Council) 

Order in Council, 1931, shall come into operation on the Fifteenth day of April, 1931.
Given at Nuwara Eliya, in the said Island of Ceylon, this Fifteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord 

One thousand Nine hundred and Thirty-one.
By His Excellency’s command,

GOD SAVE TH E KING.

B. H . B ohrdxxxon, 
Colonial Secretary.

' PBINTED AT THE OEYLON GOVERNMENT PRESS, COLOMBO.


