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DRAFT ORDINANCES.
MINUTE.

The following Draft o f a proposed Ordinance is published for 
general information :■—
L .  D . — O  8 4 /3 9

An Ordinance to amend the Lunacy Ordinance.
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice 

and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Lunacy (Amend

ment) Ordinance, No. o f 1940.
2. The following new section shall be inserted immediately 

after section 19 o f the Lunacy Ordinance, and shall have 
effect as section 19a of that Ordinance :—

19a . (1) The Governor may, by Order, delegate to the 
Minister for Health any power, authority or function 
vested in the Governor by any of the preceding sections of 
this Ordinance, and may,, in such Order, direct that for the 
purposes o f such delegation the words “ Minister for 
Health ” shall be substituted for the word “  Governor ” 
in any place where that word occurs in any of the preceding 
sections of this Ordinance ; and, where any such direction 
is given, the section o f this Ordinance to which the direction 
relates shall be read'and construed accordingly.
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(2) Every Order made under subjection (1) shall be 
published ,in the Gazette and shall, upon such publication, 
have the force of law and be as valid and effectual as if it 
were herein enacted.

Objects and Reasons.
Article 94 of the Ceylon (State Council) Order in Council, 

1931, empowers the Governor to delegate certain powers, 
authorities and functions to Officers of State, Executive 
Committees or Heads o f Government Departments, but 
makes no reference to a delegation o f any such power, 
authority or function to a Minister. It is, however, competent 
for the State Council to provide by Ordinance that the 
powers vested in the Governor by any written law may be 
delegated in such manner or to such person as may be 
prescribed in such Ordinance (Article 96 of the Order in 
Council).

2. The objects of this Bill are—
(a) to enable the Governor to delegate-to the Minister for 

Health any power, authority or function vested in 
the Governor by any provision o f the Lunacy 
Ordinance (Chapter 177) ; and 

. (b) to provide that, where any such delegation has been 
made, the relovant provisions of the.law should be 
read and construed with such modifications as 
may be necessary to give effect to the delegation.

Colombo, April 4, 1940,
W. A. de Silva, 

Minister for Health.
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