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MINUTE.

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is. published for
general information :—
L. D.—0. 73/38.

An Ordinance to amend the Lunaecy Ordinance. ‘Oza;{. 171.
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice p;’g;ﬂ‘{;,

and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Lunacy Amendment  Short title.
Ordinance, No. of 1942. -

2. Section 34 of the Lunacy Ordinance, (hereinafter referred ~Amendment of
to as ““the principal Ordinance ”), is hereby amended in %‘i;’tmn 3? of
sub-section (5) by the addition at the end thereof, of the apter 177.
following :—

“Where any person so discharged does not have the

necessary means to enable him to return to his home or

other place of residence, the Court shall make order directing

such person to be conveyed by Government to his home or

other place of residence or allowed such reasonable batta or

sum for his travelling expenses thereto as shall be approved

by the Governor by any rule or order to be issued for that

purpose. Any order made under this sub-section may

contain such further directions as the Court may consider

necessary to secure the safe return of the discharged person

to his home or other place of residence, and the Fiscal of the

province within which the house of observation where such

person has been kept is situated shall give effect to such

order.”.

8. Section 6 of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended —Amendment of

in sub-section (2) as follows :— section 6 of
the principal

(1) by the substitution, for the words “ such person, being  Ordmance.
a pauper,”, of the words “‘ such person ”;

(2) by the substitution, for the words * the province ”, of
the words ¢ the district ”; '

(3) by the substitution, for the words “upon being

" discharged ”, of the words ““1if he does not have the

necessary means to enable him to return to his home
or other place of residence upon being discharged ™ ;

(4) by the substitution, for the words “ bis own village or
usual place of former residence ”, of the words *“ his
home or other place of residence ™ ;

(5) by the substitution, for the words “ under any rule or
order ”’, of the words ‘ by any rule or order ” ; and

(6) by the addition at the end thereof of the following :—

“ Any order of discharge made by the Governor
under this sub-section may contain such directions as
the Gowernor may consider necessary to secure the
safe return of the discharged person to his home or
other place of residence, and the Fiscal of the province
within which such mental hospital is situated shall
give effect to such order.”. ’

Objects and Reasons.

The Lunacy Ordinance (Chapter 177) was amended by the
Lunacy Amendment Ordinance, No. 3 of 1940, so as to enable
the District Court of Colombo, within the jurisdiction of which
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* the house of observation at Angoda is situated, to adjudicate
on thé state of mind of suspects remanded to the house of
observation by other District Courts of the Island. Where a
suspect so remanded is adjudged to be of sound mind and is
discharged under section 34 (5) of the principal Ordinance, no
facilities are provided for enabling him to return to his home
or usual place of residence.

2. It is accordingly proposed to amend section 34 (5) so as
to enable the Court, on discharging such person—

(@) to order such person to be conveyed to his home by
Government or to be paid batta or travelling expenses,
and

(b) to give such other directions as may be necessary to
secure the safe return of such person to his home.
(Clause 2.) :

3. Section 6 (2), which empowers the Governor to discharge
persons on recovery, provides for the conveyance of discharged
persons by Government or for the payment to them of batta or
travelling expenses, only if such persons are paupers. It is
proposed to amend section 6 (2) so as—

(a) to enable this concession to be granted to persons who,
although they are not paupers, do not have the
means to return to their homes, and

(6) to enable.the Governor to give such directions as he
may consider necessary to secure the safe return of
any discharged person to his home.

[The reference to “ province ” in section 6 (2) is being amended
in order to bring that section into line with section 3a.
(Clause 3). '

' Gro. E. DE SmLva,
Colombo, November 16, 1942, Minister for Health.
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