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DRAFT ORDINANCES,

MINUTE.
The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is,published for 

general information:—
L. D.—O. 73/38.

A n  O rd in a n c e  t o  a m e n d  th e  L u n a c y  O rd in a n ce . Cap. 177.Yol. XV,
B E  it  enacted b y  the G overnor o f  Ceylon, with the advice  page 44’7. 

and consent o f  the State Council thereof, as follow s :—

1. This Ordinance m a y  be cited  as the L u nacy  Am endm ent 
Ordinance, N o. o f  1942.

2. Section 3a  o f  the L u n acy  Ordinance, (hereinafter referred 
to  as “  the principal Ordinance ” ), is hereby am ended in 
sub-section  (5) b y  the addition  at the end thereof, o f  the 
fo llo w in g :—  .

“ W here any person so discharged does not have the 
necessary means to  enable h im  to  return to  his hom e or 
other place o f  residence, the Court shall m ake order directing 
such person to  be conveyed  b y  G overnm ent to  his hom e or 
other place o f  residence or allow ed such reasonable ba tta  or 
sum for  his travelling expenses thereto as shall be approved  
b y  the Governor b y  an y  rule or order to  be issued for  th at 
purpose. A n y  order m ade under this sub-section m ay 
contain such further directions as the Court m ay consider 
necessary to  secure the safe return o f  the discharged person 
to  his hom e or other place o f  residence, and the Eiscal o f  the 
province within w hich the house o f  observation where such 
person has been k ept is situated shall give effect t o  such 
order.” .

Short title.

Amendment of section 3a  of Chapter 177.

3. Section 6 o f  the principal Ordinance is hereby am ended 
in  sub-section (2) as fo llow s :—

(1) b y  the substitution, for the words “  such person, being
a pauper,” , o f  the w ords “  such person

(2) b y  the substitution, for the words “  the province ” , o f
the words “  the district ”  ;

(3) b y  the substitution, for  the words “  upon, being
discharged ” , o f  the w ords “  i f  he does not h ave the 
necessary m eans to  enable him  to  return to his hom e 
or other place o f  residence upon  being discharged ”  ;

(4) b y  the substitution, for the words “  his own village or
usual place o f  form er residence ” , o f  the words “  his 
hom e or other place o f  residence ”  ;

(5) b y  the substitution, for  the words “  imder any  rule or
order ” , o f  the words “  b y  any  rule or order ”  ; and

(6) b y  the addition at the end thereof o f  the follow ing
“  A ny order o f  discharge m ade by  the G overnor 

under this sub-section  m ay contain such directions as 
the Governor m ay  consider necessary to  secure th e  
safe return o f  the discharged person to  his h om e or 
other place o f  residence, and the E iscal o f  the p rovin ce  
within w hich  such m ental hospital is situated shall 
give effect to  such ord er.” .

Amendment of section 6 of the principal Ordinance.

Objects and Reasons.

The L unacy Ordinance (Chapter 177) was am ended b y  the 
Lunacy Am endm ent Ordinance, N o. 3 o f  1940, so as to  enable 
the D istrict Court o f  C olom bo, w ithin the jurisdiction o f  w hich  
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the house of observation at Angoda is situated, to adjudicate 
on the state of mind of suspects remanded to the house of 
observation by other District Courts of the Island. Where a 
suspect so remanded is adjudged to be of sound mind and is 
discharged under section 3a  (5) of the principal Ordinance, no 
facilities are provided for enabling him to return to his home 
or usual place of residence.

2. It is accordingly proposed to amend section 3a  (5) so as 
to enable the Court, on discharging such person—

(а) to order such person to be conveyed to his home by
Government or to be paid batta or travelling expenses, 
and

(б) to give such other directions as may be necessary to
secure the safe return of such person to his home. 
(Clause 2.)

3. Section 6 (2), which empowers the Governor to discharge 
persons on recovery, provides for the conveyance of discharged 
persons by Government or for the payment to them of batta or 
travelling expenses, only if such persons are paupers. It is 
proposed to amend section 6 (2) so as—

(а) to enable this concession to be granted to persons who,
although they are not paupers, do not have the 
means to return to their homes, and

(б) to enable-the Governor to give such directions as he
may consider necessary to secure the safe return of 
any discharged person to his home.

The reference to “ province ” in section 6 (2) is being amended 
in order to bring that section into line with section 3a . 
(Clause 3).

Geo . E. de Silva,
Colombo, November 16, 1942. Minister for Health.
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