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DRAFT ORDINANCES.
MINUTE.

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for
general information:—
L. D.—0.49/44. *

An Ordinance to amend the Marriage Registration Chapter 95, )
Ordinance. . gv‘ilzzl)n'

BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Marriage Registra™  Short title
tion Amendment Ordinance, No. of 1945, and-shall come and date of
into operation on such date (hereinafter referred to as “ the operation.
appointed date”) as the Governor may appoint by
Proclamation published in the Gazette.

2. The long title of the Matriage Registration Ordinance Amendment of
(hereinafter referred to as ““the principal Ordinance ”) is lé’l’l‘g W‘l"“;‘; of
hereby amended, by the omission of the words “OF P )

KANDYANS OR ™.

3. The following section is hereby inserted, immediately Insertion of
after section 2 of the principal Ordinance, and shall have -i’;ffhzecmn 2
effect as section 24 of that Ordinance :— principal
. ' Ordinance,
24. Tt shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time ~  Appointment
to appoint & fit and proper person or each of two or more of Assistant
> such persons to be or to act as an Assistant Registrar- Registrars-
General of Marriages. Any person so appointed may fgg’rg’}lg::
exercise, perform or discharge any power, duty or function ’
expressly conferred or imposed upon the Assistant
Registrar-General, and may, subject to the directions of the
Governor and under the authority and control of the
Registrar-General, exercise, perform or discharge any power,
= duty or function conferred or imposed upon the Registrar-

General, by or under this Ordinance.

4, Section 3 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed Repla.cem.ent

and the following new section is substituted therefor :— of section 3
of the principal
rdinance.
3. (1) For each revenue district there shall be a District District .
Registrar of Marriages. ‘ Registrars, -

{2) The Government Agent of & province shall be the
District Registrar for the revenue district within which his
office is situated, and the Assistant Government Agent of a
revenue district, not being a revenue district within which
the office of a Government Agent is situated, shall be the
District Registrar for that district.

(3) The Additional Government Agent of & provinee and
every Office Assistant to & Government Agent shall be an

- Additional District Registrar for the revenue district within
which the office of the Government Agent is situated, and

" the Assistant Government Agent of a revenue district
within which the office of a Government Agent is situated

and every Additional Assistant Government Agent and
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every Office Assistant to an Assistant Governmenb qunt' ’
of & revenue district shall ‘be an Additional District
Registrar for that district.

(4) Every Assistant Registrar-General shall be an
Additional  District Registrar for each of the revenue
districts of Colombo and Kalutara.

(5) In the case of any revenue district the Governor
may appoint any person to be the District Registrar in
place of the officer specified in sub-section (2), a.pd any
person, other than an officer specified in sub-section (3),
to be an Additional District Registrar.

(6) Every District Registrar shall have and may exercise
within his district the powers and duties vested by or under
this Ordinance in a registrar of a division, and, shall superin-
tend and control, subject to the direction of the Registrar-
General, the registration of marriages within the district,
and the registrars hereinafter mentioned, and all other
persons appointed for or engaged in carrying out the

provisions of this Ordinance. )

5. Section 7 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed
and the following new section is substituted therefor :—

7. (1) The Executive Committee may from time to
time make rules for the direction of the Registrar-General,
the District Registrars, registrars, ministers, and all persons
whomsoever in the discharge of their duties under this
Ordinance, for all matters required by this Ordinance to be
prescribed, and generally for the effective carrying out of
the provisions of this Ordinance.

(2) No rule made under this setion shall have effect
until it is approved by the State Council and ratified by the
Governor and notification of such approval and ratification
is published in the Gazette. )

6. The following section is hereby inserted, immediately
after section 12 of the principal Ordinance, and shall have
effect as section 124 of that Ordinance :—

12a. The Registrar-General may at any time correct or
cause to be corrected any error in any entry made in the
book kept under seotion 10 for the registration of buildings.

7. Section 13 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed
and the following new section is substituted therefor :—

18. The Registrar-General may from time to time
publish in the Glazette & list of the Registrars of Marriages
in, the Island, with their names, the names of their divisions,
offices, and stations, and a list of the buildings registered
for the solemnization of marriages therein, and of which the
registration has not been cancelled.

" 8. The following section is hereby inserted, immediately
after section 33 of the principal Ordinance, and shall have
effect. as section 334 of that Ordinance :—

334. (1) Where a minister of any Christian church or
persuasion reads or celebrates in a registered place of worship
any marriage service or ceremony at the request of the
parties to any marriage which has previously been
solemnized by a registrar, such reading or celebration shall
not—

(@) be deemed to supersede or to affect in any way the
marriage previously solemnized as aforesaid ; or

(b) be entered as a marriage in the register book kept
by the minister under section 32,

(2) No religious service or ceremony shall be read or
celebrated at the office or station of a registrar
in connexion with the solemnization of any
marriage by the registrar.

9. Section 57 of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended
as follows :—

(1) by the re-numbering of that section as sub-section (1)
of section 57 ; and
(2) by the insertion, immediately after the re-numbered
sub-section (1), of the following new sub-section :—
“(2) In addition to the fees payable under sub-
section (1), whenever a registrar enters a notice of
marriage or solemnizes & marriage at any place other
than his office, there shall be paid to him by the -
Pperson requiring him to enter such notice or solexnize



Pamn 1. (sear) — CEYLON GOVT. GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY — Mancw 23, 1946 %61

such marriage as expenses incurred by him in travel-
ling from his residence to such place and returning
from such place to his residence, & sum equal to the
fare that would be payable under any law for the
time being in force in the area for a motor cab in
respect of a journey of the same length and duration,
and if there is no such law for the time being in force
in that area, then a sum caleulated at such rate as
may be prescribed.”.
10. Section 59 of the principal Ordinance is hereby Amendment of

amended as follows :— soction 59 of
the prmcipal

(1) by the substitution, for the definition of * district ”, Ordinance.
of the following new definiion :—

¢« district *’ means a revenue district ’;
(2) by the insertion, immediately after the definition of
¢ district ”, of the following new definitions :—

“ District Registrar ” in any section (other than
gsection 8 or section 9) in which any power,
duty or function of that officer is prescribed or
referred to, includes an Additional District -
Registrar ; .
“ Executive Committee” means the Execubive
Committee of Labour, Industry and Com-
merce;’;

(3) by the insertion, immediately after the definition of
* minister ”, of the following new definition :—

- ““oprescribed ”’ means prescribed by rule made
under section 7;’; and

_(4) by the omission of the definition of * province ".

11, The provisions of the principal Ordinance which are Other
specified in the first column of the Schedule to this Ordinance —smendments
are hereby amended in the manner and to the extent specified °’;.£;‘; ol
in the corresponding entries in the second column of that %,dmﬁm

Schedule.

12, (1) Every notification issued by the Governor under Transitory
section 4 of the old law and in force on the day immediately —Provisions.
preceding the appointed date shall, on and after that date,
be deemed to be a notification issued by the Executive
Committee under section 4 of the new law.

(2) Every rule made by the Govérnor under section 7 of the
old law and in force on the day immediately preceding the
appointed date shall, on and after that date, be deemed to be
a rule made, approved, ratified and notified in accordance
with the provisions of section 7 of the new law.

(3) All fees -and stamps prescribed by the Governor under
section 47 of the old law and in force on the day immediately
preceding the appointed date shall, on and after that date,
be deemed to have been prescribed by the Executive Com-
mittee by rule made in accordance with the provisions of the
new law.

(4) Any act or thing which is required by the old law to be
done by or before the Provincial Registrar or Assistant
Provingial Registrar and which is pending or incomplete on
the day immediately preceding the appointed date may be
carried on and completed under the new law by or before the
District Registrar.

(5) Any notice, information, declaration, certificate, return
or other document which is required by the old law to be
delivered, sent or given to the Provincial Registrar or Assistant
Provincial Registrar and which is not so delivered, sent or
given before the appointed date may, on and after that date,
be delivered, sent or given in accordance with the new law -
to the District Registrar.

(6) Where, before the appointed date, notice of an intended
marriage is given to & Provincial Registrar or an Assistant
Provincial Registrar in accordance with the provisions of the
old law, but the certificate under section 25 is not issued
before that date, or where such certificate is issued before
that date but the marriage is not solemnized before that date,
then in every such case that certificate may be issued, or that
marriage ‘may be solemnized, and any other act required
by the new law to be done in that connexion by a registrar
may be done, on or after that date by the District Registrar
of the district within which the party, who gave such notice
or the notice on which such eertificate was issued, was resident
at the time the notice was given.

(7) Every reference in any written law other than this
Ordinance to a Provincial Registiar or an Assistant Provincial
Registrar of Marriages appointed for the purposes of the
Marriage Registration Ordinance shall be read and construed
as a reference to a District Registrar.
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(8) In this section—

“ District Registrar ” includes an Additional District
Registrar ;

« Wxecutive Committee ’ means the Executive Committee
of Labour, Industry and Commerce ; .

“new law ” means the Marriage Registration Ordinance
as amended by this Ordinance ;

“old law ” means the Marriage Registration Ordinance as
amended by any written law other than this Ordi-

nance.
) Schedule.
(Section 11)

Colurmon I. _Column IL.
Provisions of
Prinocipal Amendments.
Ordinance. >

Section 2 IN sub-section (2), for the word ‘ Governor ',

- there shall be substituted the words ‘‘ Minister
. for Labour, Industry and Commerece ”.

Section, 4 In sub-section (1)—

(@) for the word * Governor ”, there shall be
substituted the words * Executive
Committee " ; ’

(6) for the word *‘ provinces ”, there shall be
substituted the words ‘ revenue

, districts ' ;

(¢) for the words *such divisions or any of
them at any time he may amend, alter,
or abolish ”, there shall be substituted
the words ‘“ may at any time by & like
notification amend, alter or abolish
any such division .

Section 5 The words “ by notification in the Government

Gazette > shall be omitted.
For the words ‘ Provineial Registrar or
©  Agsistant Provineial Registrar ”, there shall be
substituted the words ‘ Registrar-General or
District Registrar .

For the words “ for any period not exceeding’’
there shall be substituted the words ““so how-
evér that no such appointment shall be made
by a Distriot Registrar for any period exceeding”.

The words “and shall be notified in the
Government Gazette  shall be omitted.

v . Section 8 For the words ‘‘ Provincial Registrar ”’ wher-
" ever they occur-in this seotion, there shall be
substitited the words ‘‘ District Registrar .
In sub-section (2), for the word ‘‘ province ”,
there shall be substituted the word * distriet >,
Section 9 For the words ““Provincial Registrar”
. wherever they occur in this section, there shall
be substituted the words * District Registrar .
; -~ Section 22 In sub-sections (1) and (2), for the words
‘“ Assistant Provineial Registrar or the
Provincial Registrar in whose territorial juris.
diction »’, there shall be substituted the words
¢ District Registrar in whose district ”’.
¢ . In sub-sections (3) and (4), for the words
“registrar, Assistant Provinecial Registrar, or
Provincial Registrar in whose territorial juris-
diction », there shall be substituted the words
“registrar in whose division or to the District
. Registrar in whose district ”’.
Section 23 In sub-section (6), for the words ‘‘ Provineial
R Registrar or Assistant Provincial Registrar ”,
: . . there shall be substituted the words ‘* Distriot
Registrar .
Seotion 26 In sub-section (1), for the words * the Pro-
. vincial Registrar or the Assistant Provinciasl
- Registrar ”’, there shall be substituted the words
. ‘“or by the District Registrar .
Section 26 In sub-section (1)—

(a) for the words * Registrar-General, or the
" Provincial Registrar, or the Assistant
- ‘Provincial Registrar , within whose
territorial jurisdiction ”, there shall
be substituted the words *‘‘ District

Registrar within whose district ”’ ;
(b) for the words  Registrar-General, or
X Provincial Registrar, or Assistant Pro-
- - vineial Registrar ”, there shall be
- - substituted the words ¢ District

Registrar, .

- In sub-section. (2), for the words ‘* Registrar-
N General, or the Provincial Registrar, or the
Assistant Provineial Registrar within ' whose
territorial  jurisdiction”, there shall be
substitubed the words * District_ Registrar
within whose district .
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" Section 26a

Section 31

Seetion 32

Seotion 34

Section 35

Section 37

Section 40

Section 45

In sub-section (3), for the words ““ Registrar-
General, or Provincial Registrar, or Assistant -
Provincial Registrar, and ”, there shall be
substituted the words “ Distriet Registrar and .

In sub-section (5), for the words “ Registrax-
General, or of the Provincial Registrar, or
Asgistant Provineial Registrar,-as the case may
be”, there shall be substituted the words
“ District Registrar .

In sub-gection (1)—

{a) for the words * Registrar-General, or the
Provincial Registrar or thé Assistant
Provincial Registrar within whose
territorial jurisdiction ”, there shall bo
substituted the words  District
Registrar, within whose district ”;

(b) for the words ‘ Registrar-General, the
Provincial Registrar or the Assistant
Provincial Registrar, as the case may
be ”, there shall be substituted the
words ‘“ District Registrar ”’.

For the words “Registrar-General, tho
Provincial Registrar or the Assistant Provineial
Registrar ’, there shall be substituted the words
¢ District Registrar ”. ’

In sub-section (5), for the words ** Provineial
Registrar or Assistant Provincial Registrar
within whose territorial jurisdiction ”, there
shall be substituted the words ‘ Distriet
Registrar within whose district ™,

In sub-section (6), for the words “ Provineial

) Registrar or Assistant Provineial Registrar ”,

there shall be substituted the words * District
Registrar .

In sub-section (1), for all the words from
“ forwarded, monthly ” to ‘! together with the
duplicates ’; there shall be substituted the
words ““sent monthly to the District Registrar
before the fifthi day of the following month and
by the District Registrar, together with the
duplicates *’.

In sub-section (2)—

(@) for the words * the preceding section ”,
there shall be substituied the word and
figures ‘‘ section 33 " ;

(b) for the words ‘ Provincial Registrar or
Assistant Provincial Registrar ’, there
shall be substituted the words ““ Dis-
trict Registrar *',

For the marginal note, there shall be ‘
substituted the followingnew marginal note :—

‘ Transmission to Registrar-General of
duplicates of entries made by registrar.”

In sub-section (1), for the words * Registrar-
General, or Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar”*, there shall be substituted
the words “ District Registrar .

In sub-section (2), for the words “ Registrar-

*General, or Provincial Registrar, or Assistant

”

Provincial Registrar” in both places where
those words occur collectively in this sub-
section, there shall be substituted the words
¢ District Registrar ',

In sub-section (3)—

(@) for the words ‘‘ Registrar-General, or to
the Provincial Registrar or the Assis-
tant Provincial Registrar within whose
territorial jurisdiction ”, there shall be
substituted the words ** District Regis-
trar within whose district ” ; '

(b) for the words “ Registrar-General, or the
Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar 7, there shall be
substituted the - words * District’
Registrar .

In sub-section (8), for the words ‘‘forward

to the Provincial Registrar or Assistant Provin.

cial Registrar ”, there shall be substituted the

words ‘‘ send to the District Registrar .

In sub-sections (4), (5) and (8), for the words
“ Provincial Registrar or Assistant Provincial
Registrar ”, there shall be substituted the words
“ District Registrar ”. .

The proviso to sub-section (3) shall be
re-numbered as section 404, and for the words
“ Provided, however, that any »*, there shall be
substituted the word ““ Any .

.

In sub-section (1)—
{a) for the words * Provincial Registrars,
. Assistant  Provincial Registrars ”,

there shall be substituted the words
* District Registraxs ” ;
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-
(b) for the words *preseribed by this
Ordinance, or shall be prescribed by
the Governor ”, there shall be sub-
stituted the words  preseribed by or
under this Ordinance ™ ;
(o) for the words “made by the Governor
there shall be substituted the words
*“ made thereunder "

In sub-section (2), for all the words from
“Hvery registrar” to ‘such registrar or
minister resides, >, there shall be substituted the
words “ Every registrar and every minister of a
registered place of worship shall, when called
upon by the Registrar-General or by the District
Registrar within whose district such registrar’s
division ”*.

In sub-section (3), for the words “ Assistant
Provincial Registrar, or if there be no Assistant
Provincial Registrar, to the Provincial Regis-
trar ?, there shall be substituted the words
“ District Registrar .

In the marginal note, for the words
“Provincial Registrar ”, there shall be sub-
stituted the words * District Registrar .

Section 46 - In sub-section (2)~—

(@) for the words *Governor, by order,
published in the Government Gazette ’,
there shall be substituted the words
“ Executive Committee by rule made
under gection 7 7 ;

, (b) the words “ or order ” shall be omitted ;
(¢) for the words “to him”, there shall be
substituted the words ‘“to that
Committee ’ ;
(d) for the words * to prescribe ”, there shall
be substituted the words ‘‘may
prescribe . -

Seotion 47 TIn sub-section (1)—

(a) for the words *‘Provincial Registrar,
Assistant Provincial Registrar” in
both places where those words occur
collectively, there shall be substituted
the words “ District Registrar *’ ;
(b) for the word ‘‘ Governor ” in both places
where that word occurs, there shall
, be substituted the words “ Executive
Committee .

In sub-section (2), for the word ** Governor ”’,
there shall be substituted the words* Executive
Committee .
Seotion 48 For all the words from “ or of his assistant
to ‘“shall be received”, there shall be
- substituted the words * the Assistant Registrar-
General or the District Registrar or if purporting
to be made under the hand of the registrar and
counter-signed by the Registrar-General, the
Assistant Registrar-General or the District
Registrar shall be received ”.
Section 49 In sub-section (1)— .

! (@) for all the words from “with a lis .
thereof "’ to “ shall carefully arrange”, |
there shall be substituted the words
“with a list thereof to the District
Registrar who shall carefully arrange”;

(b) for the words * delivered by the Assistant
Provincial Registrar or the Provincial
Registrar ”, there shall be substituted
the words *delivered by the District
Registrar .

Sub-section (1), amended as hereinbefore

specified, shall be re-numbered as section 49.

Sub-section (2) shall be omitted.

Section 49a For the words * Provincial Registrar or

Assistant Provincial Registrar ”, there shall be
substituted the words “District Registrar .

Section 50 For the words “ the last section ”, there shall
be substituted the word and figures “section
o 497,

For the words ““ Assistant Provincial Registrar
or Provincial Registrar ”, there shall bé sub-
stituted the words *‘ District Registrar ».

Section 51 For all the words from *to imprisonment »
to the end of thus section, there shall be sub-
stituted the words “with simple or rigorous
imprisonment for & term not exceeding three
months or with both such fine and such
imprisonment >,

Section 52 In paragraph (c), for the word  sign », there

. shall be substituted the words ‘‘shall sign ”.

. . In paragraph (d), for the word * certify ”,
theré shall be substituted the words * shall

certify ”. :
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Section 53 For the words “penalty not exceeding”,
there shall be substituted the words “ fino not
exceeding *’.

Section 54 For the words “ Provincial Registrar or

Assistant Provincial Registrar of the district
there shall be substituted the words “ District
Registrar ”.

Section 56 For the words “ Provincial Registrar, or
Assistant Provineial Registrar *, there shall
besubstituted the words * a District Registrar ',

First Schedule In Form E, for the word * Province*
occurring in the heading to the Form, there shall
be substituted the word * District .

In Form F, for the words * Registrar-
General, Provincial Registrar, (or) Assistant
- Provincial Registrar, as the case may be ”
occurring in the footnote, there shall be sub-

stituted the words * District Registrar »,

_ In Form G—

" {a) for the words “ of a marriage intended to
be had ”, there shall be substituted

the words ‘ within the ——-—— dis-
trict of which I am the District
T Registrar/for which I am an Addi-

tional District Registrar, of a marriage
intended to be had ' ;
(b) for all the words from * before the
Registrar-General ” to * the declara-
tion ”, there shall be substituted the N
words “ before the District Registrar
of the ~——— district (or an Addi-
tional District Registrar for the
— district) the declaration” ;
(c} for the words * Registrar-General, or
Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar *, there shall be
substituted the words ‘ District Regis-
trar or Additional District Registrar ”;
(@) for the footnotes to this Form, there
shall be substituted the following new
‘ footnotes :—

“ % Where the notice has been given
to the District Registrar or to an
Additional District Registrar, sub-
stitute ‘to the District Registrar
of the ————— district 'or ‘to an
Additional District Registrar for the
—————— district °, as the case may be.

+ Strike out the words which are
inapplicable. ”

In Form H—

(a) for all the words from * before the
Registrar-General ” to ‘ the declara-
tion ”’, there shall be substituted the
words ‘ before the District Registrar
of the ————— district (or an Addi-
tional District Registrar for the
— district) the declaration” ;

(b) for the words ‘‘Registrar-General, or
Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar ’, there shall be
substituted the words *“ District Regis-
trar, or Additional Distriet Registrar ”.

In Form M—

(a) the words “ OF THE — PROVINCE "
oceurring in the heading to this Form
shall be omitted ;
(b) for the words ‘* Provincial Registrar’s or
Assistant Provincial Registrar’s ”,
there shall be substituted the words :
¢ District Registrar’s *. :

Second Schedule  For the worclls “ Provincial Registrar ”, there
shall be substituted the words ¢ District
Registrar .
For the words ** Assistant Provincial Regis-
- trar ”’, there shall be substituted the words
 Additional District Registrar .
The asterisk wherever it occurs in the last
column of this Schedule and the footnote to “
this Schedule shall be omitted.

Objects and Reasons.

The principal object of this Bill is to amend the Marriage
Registration Ordinance (Chapter 95) so as to alter the
administration of that Ordinance from a provincial basis to a,
revenue district basis. The Ordinance at present gives power
to appoint Provincial Registrars, Additional Provincial
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?

(6) for the words ¢ presecribed by this
Ordinance, or shall be prescribed by
the Governor ”, there shall be sub-
stituted the words * prescribed by or
under this Ordjnance * ;

(o) for the words *“made by the Governor ”
there shall be substituted the words
* made thereunder .

In sub-section (2), for all the words from
“ Every registrar” to ‘such registrar or
minister resides, ”*, there shall be substituted the
words “ Every registrar and every minister of a
registered place of worship shall, when called
upon by the Registrar-General or by the District
Registrar within whose district such registrar’s
division .

In sub-section (3), for the words ‘‘ Assistant
Provincial Registrar, or if there be no Assistant
Provincial Registrar, to the Provincial Regis-
trar ”, there shall be substituted the words
* District Registrar .

In the marginal note, for the words
“ Provineial Registrar , there shall be sub-
stituted the words ¢ District Registrar ”°.

Section 46 - In sub-section (2)—

(@) for the words ‘ Governor, by order, ‘
published in the Government Gazette ”,
there shall be substituted the words
* Exeoutive Committee by rule made
under section 7’ ; ,

{b) the words “ or order ”’ shall be omitted ;

(¢) for the words ‘““‘to him ", there shall be
substituted the words “to that
Committee " ;

(d) for the words *“ to prescribe ”, there shall
be substituted the words ‘‘may
prescribe .

Seotion 47 In gub-section (1)—

(a) for the words ‘‘Provincial Registrar,
Assistant Provincial Registrar” in
both places where those words oceur °
collectively, there shall be substituted
- the words * Distriet Registrar » ;
. (b) for the word ‘ Governor ” in both places
. where that word occurs, there shall
. be substituted the words * Executive
Committee .

In sub-seotion (2), for the word * Governor ,
there shall be substituted the words* Executive
Committee . .
Section 48 For all the words from “ or of his assistant »
to ‘“ghall be received ”, there shall be
- substituted the words * the Assistant Registrar-
General or the District Registrar or if purporting
to be made under the hand of the registrar and
counter-signed by the Registrar-General, the
Assistant Registrar-General or the District
Registrar shall be received .
Section 49 | In sub-section (1)—

’ (@) for all the words from “with a list
thereof ”” to * shall carefully arrange”,
there shall be substituted the words
“ with & list thereof to the District
Registrar who shall carefully arrange’ ;

(&) for the words * delivered by the Assistant
Provincial Registrar or the Provinecial
Registrar ’, there shall be substituted
the words “ delivered by the District
Registrar .

Sub-section (1), amended as hereinbefore
specified, shall be re-numbered as section 49.
Sub-section (2) shall be omitted.
Section 494 For the words * Provincial Registrar or
Assistant Provincial Registrar ”’, there shall be
substituted the words “ District Registrar *'.

Section 50 For the words * the last section *’, there shall
be substituted the word and figures section
. , 497,

For the words “ Assistant Provincial Registrar
or Provincial Registrar , there shall bé sub-
stituted the words ‘* Distriet Registrar ».

Section 51 For all the words from “to imprisonment
to the end of this section, there shall be sub-
stituted the words ‘ with simple or rigorous
imprisonment for & term not exceeding three
months or with both such fine and such

. imprisonment .
Section 52 In paragraph (c), for the word * sign », there
i shall be substituted the words  shall sign ™.
. In paragraph (d), for the word * certify ”,
there g}m.ll be substituted the words * shall
certify . :
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Section 53

Section 54

Section 56

First Schedule

Second Schedule

For the words “penalty not exceeding”,
there shall be substituted the words * fino not
exceeding .

For the words ‘ Provincial Registrar or
Assistant Provineial Registrar of the district "
there shall be substituted the words * District
Registrar ',

For the words * Provincial Registrar, or
Assistant Provincial Registrar ', there shall
besubstituted the words * a District Registrar .

In Form E, for the word * Province”
occurring in the heading to the Form, there shall
be substituted the word,  District **.

In Form F, for the words * Registrar-
General, Provincial Registrar, {(or) Assistant
Provincial Registrar, as the case may be”
occurring in the footnote, there shall be sub-
stituted the words * District Registrar *'.

_ In Form G—

" (@) for the words * of a marriage intended to
be had ”, there shall be substituted
the words * within the — —— dis-
trict of which I am the District
Registrar/for which I am an Addi-
tional District Registrar, of a marriage
intended to be had ” ;

(b) for all the: words from ‘‘before the
Registrar-General * to ‘‘ the declara-
tion *, there shall be substituted the
words * before the District Registrar
of the ————— district (or an Addi-
tional District Registrar for the
—- district) the declaration " ;

(¢) for the words ‘‘ Registrar-General, or
Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar ¥, there shall be
substituted the words * District Regis-
trar or Additional District Registrar

(d) for the footnotes to this Form, there
shall be substituted the following new
footnotes :—

‘“ *Where the notice has been given
to the District Registrar or to an
Additional District Registrar, sub-
stitute ‘to the District Registrar
of the ——————— district 'or ‘to an
Additional District Registrar for the

district °, as the case may be.

1 Strike out the words which are
inapplicable. ”

In Form H—

(¢) for all the words from * before the
Registrar-General ” to “the declara-
tion ”, there shall be substituted the
words ‘‘ before the District Registrar
of the ———— district (or an Addi-
tional District Registrar for the
— distriet) the declaration” ;

(b) for the words *‘ Registrar-General, or
Provincial Registrar, or Assistant
Provincial Registrar ”, there shall be
substituted the words * District Regis-
trar, or Additional Distriet Registrar ».

In Form M—

(@) the words “ OF THE — PROVINCE »
occurring in the heading to this Form
shall be omitted ;

(b) for the words “ Provincial Registrar's or
Assistant Provincial Registrar’s ”,

there shall be substituted the words

¢ District Registrar’s .

For the words ‘¢ Provincial Registrar ”’, there
shall be substituted the words ¢ District
Registrar .

For the words ¢ Assistant Provincial Regis-

« trar ”’, there shall be substituted the words

‘ Additional District Registrar .

The asterisk wherever it occurs in the last
column’ of this Schedule and the footnote to
this Schedule shall be omitted.

Objects and Reasons.

The principal object of this Bill is to amend the Marriage
Registration Ordinance (Chapter 95) so as to alter the
administration of that Ordinance from a provincial basis to a_
revenue digtrict basis. The Ordinance at present gives power
to appoint Provincial Registrars, Additional Provincial
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Registrars and - Assistant Provincial Registrars. Since 1943,
the Assistant Provincial Registrars have had instructions to
correspond direct with the Registrar-General. The only
statutory powers of a Provincial Registrar which, cannot in
law be exercised by an Assistant Provincial Registrar are the
powers conferred by sections 8 and 9 of the Ordinance.
These powers can,-if the law is altered, be exercised equally
- well by Assistant Provincial Registrars. It is proposed
therefore to make the revenue district the unit for the purpose
of administering the Ordinance and to declare the Government
Agent of a province to be the District Registrar for the
revenue district within which his office is situated and the
Assistant Government Agent, of any other revenue district
to be the District Registrar of that district. All other
" superintending officers will be called “ Additional District
Registrars ”’ (Clause 4). .

2. The numerous consequential amendments necessary

to give effect to -this amendment together with a few other

- amendments of a minor nature are set out in the Schedule to
the Bill.

3. Clause 2 is intended to remove a conflict between the
long title to the Marriage Registration Ordinance (Chapter 95)
and the long title to the Kandyan Marriages (Removal of
Doubts) Ordinance (Chapter 97). ’

4, The existing Ordinance does not contain any provision
enabling a person to be appointed an Assistant Registrar-
General. The power to make such appointments will be taken
by Clause 3. -

5. The following powers are vested in the Governor by the
Ordinance :— ’

. Under section 2 (2), to give directions to the Registrar-

General.

Under section 4, to divide the Island into Marriage
Registration divisions. :

Under section 7, to make rules for the direction of officers.

Under section 46 (2), to alter the Forms set out in the
Schedule to the Ordinance.

Under section 47, to prescribe certain fees,

It is proposed by this Bill to transfer to the Minister the

power vested in the Governor by section 2 (2) and to the

. Exeoutive Committee the other powers referred to above.

- The exerdise of these powers (other than the power under

section 4) will be subject to the approval of the State Council
and the ratification of the Governor.

6. For the purposes of sections 10, 11 and 12 of the
Ordinance, the Registrar-Géneral is required to keep a register
of all places of public christian worship at which marriages
may be solemnized. No power is given to the Registrar-
General to correct any error in such register. This omission
in the law will be rectified by Clause 6.

7. Section 13 of the Ordinance has been rendered inopera.-.
tive by a notification under section 2 (1) of the Government
Gazette (Publication) Ordinance (Chapter 5). The periodical

_ publication of lists of registrars and registered buildings serves
a useful purpose and it is accordingly proposed by Clause 7 to
re-enact that section in a modified form.

8, The new section 334 which will be inserted in the
principal Ordinance by Clause 8 is based on section 12 of the
Marriage and Registration Act, 1856, of the United Kingdom
(19 & 20 Vict. c. 119). T

‘ _ . *_'The intention of sub-section (1) of that section is to make it
: clear that the addition of a Christian religious ceremony to a
marriage already solemnized by a registrar under section 33
-will not supersede or affect that marriage in any way. By
:  ptoviding that an entry relating to such a ceremony should
not be made in the marriage register kept by the minister
who performs the ceremony, the sub-section will also prevent
the registration of the same marriage in two different registers.
The object of sub-section (2) is.to put an end to the practice of,
performing religious ceremonies at such a place as the office of &
registrar where the civil solemnization alone can properly

. take place. S ‘

. 9. Clause 9 will enable a.‘regisbra,vr to charge travelling
expenses at a higher rate than is payable today, The rate of

fifty cents per mile payable under the footnote to the Second
N Schedule to the Ordinance is very inadequate. o0

10. The necessary transitional! provisions are set out in
- Clause 12.. - . - :

Acti inist f I:‘LX- HREM, .
cting Minister for Labour, Industry
. Colombo, 9th March, 1046, - ' f‘y and Commerce.
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MINUTE.

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for »

general information :—

L. D.—O. 36/44.

An Ordinance to amend the Factories Ordinance,
No. 45 of 1942.

BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Factories (Amend.-
ment) Ordinance, No.  of 1945. .

9. Section 25 of the Factories Ordinance, No. 45 of 1942
(hereinafter referred to as * the principal Ordinance ), is
hereby amended, by the substitution, for the words “ shall
not be required or permitted to clean ”, of the words “ shall
not clean .

3. Section 26 of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended
in sub-section (1), by the substitution, for the words * shall be
required or permitted to work ”, of the words “ shall worl ”,

4. Section 32 of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended,
in paragraph (b) of sub-section (1), by the substitution, for the
words “ shall be required or permitted to enter ”’, of the words
#¢ ghall enter . '

5. Section 34 of the principal Ordinance is hereby amended
in sub-section (9) as follows :—

(1) in paragraph (a) thereof, by the substitution, for the
words ““ No steam boiler ”, of the words “ No new
steam boiler ”’; and

(2) in paragraph (b) thereof, by the substitution, for all the
words from “in the factory ”” to the end of that
paragraph, of the words ““in the factory.”.

6. The following new section is hereby insertéd immediately
after section 76 of the principal Ordinance, and shall have effect
as section 764 of that Ordinance :— )

76a. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a
young person who has not attained the age of sixteen and
is taken into any emplog‘ment in a factory, shall not remain
in that employment after the expiration of such period,
not being less than seven days, as may be prescribed,
unless he has been examined by the examining-surgeon and
certified by him to be fit for that employment. .

(2) Where the examining surgeon after examining a young
person, requires further information or further time for
consideration before deciding whether or not to certify him
as fit for employment or as to the conditions subject to
which the certificate is to be issued, he may issue a proyi-
sional certificate authorising the employment of the youhg
person for such period as may be certified in the certificate,
not exceeding twenty-one days from the date on which it
was issued. :

(3) Any certificate by the examining surgeon may be
issued—

(a) in respect of employment in all factories in the
occupation of the same occupier, or such of them
as may be gpecified in the certificate ;

(b) subject to conditions as respects the nature of the
work in which “the person concerned is to be
employed ; B

(c) subject to a condition that he shall be re-examined
after an interval specified in the certificate.

(4) Where a certificate under - this section in respecﬂ of
any young person is issued by the examining surgeon upon
any such condition as aforesaid, the young person shall not
be employed except in accordance with the condition.

(6) Where the examining surgeon so directs in the
certificate, any such condition as aforesaid shall, so far as
relates to the employment in respect of which the ,certiﬁcate
was issued or other employment in a factory in the occupa-
tion of the same oceupier, continue to have effect after the
young person has attained the age of sixteen ; but unless
such direction is made, the condition shall cease to have
effect Whep the young psrson attains the age of sixteen,
and shall in any case cezse to have effect when the youn, ,
person attains the age of eighteen. &

(6) Where a certificate under this section is subject to a
condition requiring re-examination after an interval specified
in the certificate, the examining surgeon, on such re-
examination, may vary the certificate or may revoke the
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certificate as from such date as he may direct ; and, if the
certificate of a young person is revoked before he attains
the age of sixteen, he shall not remain in any employment
to which the certificate relates, and sub-section (1) of this
gection shall thereafter have effect as if no certificate had
been issued in respect of that young person.

(7) Where a certificate under this section in respect of
any young person isrefused or revoked, the examining surgeon
shall, if requested to do so by the parent of the young person,
give to the parent in writing the reasons for the refusal or
revocation. N

(8) The Executive Committee may make regulations
prescribing—

(2) the manner in which, and the place at which, examina-

, tions under this section shall be conducted ;

(b) the form of certificates under this section ;

(c) the facilities to be afforded by occupiers of factories
for the purpose of examinations under this section,

- including’ facilities for an examining surgeon to
inspect any process in which a young person is to be
employed ;

(d) any other matter which the Executive Committee
may consider desirable for.the purpose of giving
effect to this section.

(9) The Executive Committee may by regulations exempt

from the operation of this section any class or description of
fagtory in which mechanical power is not used.

7. The following new section is hereby inserted immediately

after section 94 of the principal Ordinance, and shall have effect
as section 94A of that Ordinance —

94a. Save as otherwise expressly provided under this
Ordinance, the occupier of a factory shall not in respect of
anything to be done or provided by him in pursuance of this
Ordinance, make any deduction from the sum contracted
to be paid by him to any person employed or receive or
allow any person in his employrhent to receive any payment

_ from any such person. ’

8. Section 103 of the principal Ordinance is hereby
amended in sub-section (1), by the substitution, for the words
“ may, after consultation with the Factory Advisory Board,
make regulations ”, of the words ““ may make regulations ”.

Objects and Reasons.

Although our Factories Ordinance, No. 45 of 1942, is based
on the English Factories Act, 1937, the phraseology of that
Ordinance, differs in some cases from the phraseology of the
Act. Thus the phraseology of section 25 (1), 26 (1), 32 (1) (8)

-and 34 (9) differs from the phraseology of the corresponding

sections of the English Act. The object of Clauses 2, 3, 4 and 5
of this Bill is to amend those sections so as to bring them into
line with the corresponding sections of that Act.

2. There are no provisions in our Factories Ordinance
similar to sections 99 and 120 of the Factories Act, 1937.
Section 99 of that Act provides for the medical examination
of young persons at the beginning of their employment in a
factory. Section 120 of that Act provides that  the occupier
of a factory shall not, in respect of anything to be done or
provided by him in pursuance of thi§ Act, make any deduction
from the sum contracted to be paid by him to-any person
employed or receive or allow any person in his employment to
receive ‘any payment from any such person.”,

The object of Clauses 6 and 7 of this Bill is to include in that
Ordinance provisions similar to the said sections 99 and 120.

3. The English Factories Act provides that regulations
under the Act should be framed by the Secretary of State,
but there is no legal provision in that Act that such regulations
should be made after consultation with any expert authority
or organisation. Under section 103 of the Factories Ordinance,

however, regulations under the Ordinance are to be made

by the Executive Committee of Labour, Industry and
Commerce after consultation with the Factories Advisory
Board. It isfelt that such consultation delays the preparation
of regulations. It is also felt that the absence of such consulta-
tion will not result in the preparation of defective regulations,
as the Executive Committee has the power, under section ‘97
(2) (b) of the Ordinance, to consult the Board in any matter
in which the Committee wants advice. The object of Clause 8
of this Bill is'to amend section 103 of the Ordinance by the
omission of the provision requiring such consultation,

. I X. PEREIRA,
Acting Minister for Labour, Industry and Commerce.
Colombo, February 27, 1946. A

et
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MINUTE..

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for

general information —

T L.D.—O. 12/46.
L. G. D.—BB 1048.
An Ordinanee to make special provision to enable the members
of the Jaffna Urban Council, whose term of office is due to
expire on the thirty-first day of December, 1946, to continue

in office until the thirty-first day of December, 1947,

BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Jaffna Urban Council
{Term of Office) Ordinance, No. of 1946.

9. The term of office of the members of the Jaffna Urban
Council, which, under section 16 of the Urban Councils
Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939, is due to expire on the thirby-first
day of December, 1948, is hereby extended to and shall expire
on the thirty-first day of December, 1947 ; and accordingly

. the year 1946 shall not be deemed for the purposes of any of
the other provisions of that Ordinance to be & year in which a
general election of members of that Council is due to be held.

3. Notwithstanding that, by virtue of the operation of
section 2 of this Ordinance, a general election of members of
the Jaffna Urban Council will be due to be held in the year
1947, it shall not be necessary for the Government Agent to.
commence the preparation of lists of voters for the purposes,
of that general election or to take any other measures relating
to or connected with that generalelection, unless the Governor,
by Order published in the Gazette, directs him so to do, or
until such date as may be specified in such order.

"

Objects and Reasons.

The term of office of the mémbers of the Jaffna Urban
Council is due to expire. on "December 31, 1946. As a
Munisipality is to be constituted for the town of Jaffna,
in lieu of the Urban Council, with effect from January 1, 1948,
it is felt that no useful purpose will be served, by holding a
general election in December, 1946, and ‘that the present
members should continue in office until the-date of the
constitution, of the Municipal Couneil. .

* The object of this Bill is to.make the necessary statutory
provision to enable them to do so. .

S. W. R. D. BANDARA},I.AZ&KE; '
" Minister for Local Administration.
Colombo, March 12, 1946. .
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MINUTE.

The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is pubiished for

general information:— . -

L.D.—0.10/46. C.S.ﬁ.-—GF.D.513/39.
An Ordinance to provide that certain regulations made under.
the Naval Volunteer Ordinance relating to the Placing on ~
compulsory leave without pay of members of the_ Ceylon

Naval Volunteer Force shall have retrospective
effect, and to provide for matters ineidental
thereto.-
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the State Couneil thereof, as follows :—

1, This Ordinance may be cited as the Ceylon Naval
Volunteer Force (Compulsory Leave) Ordinance No. of.
1946. ;

2. (1) Notwithstanding anything in sub-section (2) of
section 10 of the Naval Volunteer Ordinance, the principal
regulations shall have effect, and be deemed to have had
effect, as though the new regulation 28 which was added -
thereto by the regulation under the aforesaid sub-section
(2), published in Gazette No. 9,528 of the eighth day of March
1946, had been so added on the twenty-fourth day of
February, 1946. - ¢

: (2) Every notice whereby any member of the Ceylon Naval
Volunteer Force was placed on compulsory leave under any
law in force prior to the twenty-fourth day of February.
1946, being a notice in force on the day immedjaﬁely precedjng’
that date, shall be deemed on and after the aforesaid twenty-

regulations.

Chapter 254

_ (Vol. VI. p. 55)

-
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(8) In this section “ the principal regulations ”’ means the
regulations under section 10 (2) of the Naval Volunteer
Ordinance published in the Supplement to Gazette No. 8,332
of the twenty-sixth day of November, 1937, as amended by
any subsequent regulation.

Objects and Reasons.

Immediately after the outbreak of the recent war, the Ceylon
Naval Volunteer Force was called into actual service under
the powers conferred by regulations made under the Naval
Volunteer Ordinance ; but during the early stages of the war
the services of all of the members were not required at the

: same time. In order to enablé some of them to revert to
their civil occupations while ensuring that they could be
recalled to duty at short notice, power was taken by Defence
Regulation to place members of the Force on compulsory
leave without pay. The relevant Defence Regulation ceased
to be in force on February 24, 1946, with the expiry of the
Emergeney Powers (Defence) Acts. But it is necessary
that power to place mentbers of the Force on compulsory
leave without pay should be retained for some further time.
Such power has been taken by means of a new regulation 28
which has already been approved by the State Council and
published in Gazette No. 9,528 of March 8, 1946.

By virtue of sub-gection (2) of section 10 of the Ordinance,
however, the new regulation only has effect from March 8,
1946, being the date of publication. There is accordingly
an interval during which no provision exists for the placing
of members of the Force on compulsory leave. The object
of this Bill is to make special provision declaring that the new
regulation 28 shall be deemed %o have had effect as from
February 24, 1946.

RosERT H. DRAYTON,

Colombo, 20th March, 1946. Chief Secretary.
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