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' M IN U T E . •

The follow ing D ra ft  o f  a proposed Ordinance is published fo r  
general in fo rm a tion :—

L. D.—O. 37/45/M. L. A.—BA. 657
, An'Ordinanee to amend and consolidate the law 

relating to the election of members of local 
authorities.

BE it enacted by the Governor o f Ceylon, with the advice 
and consent o f the Statev Council thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Local Authorities 
Elections Ordinance, No. of 194 , and shall come into 
operation on such date as the Governor may appoint by 
Proclamation published in the Gazette (hereinafter referred to 
as “  the appointed date ” ).

2. (1) The provisions o f this Ordinance Shall, with effect 
from the appointed date, apply to every Municipal Council,
Urban Council and Town Council.

(2) The.provisions o f this Ordinance shall apply to each 
Village Committee with effect from such date as the Governor 
may specify, by Order published in the Gazette, in relation to 
such Committee.'

3. Every municipality, every town, and the village area Electoral . 
administered by each Village Committee to which this areas- 
Ordinance has been applied by Order published under section 
2, shall be an electoral area for the purposes o f this Ordinance.

*
Short title.

Application 
of Ordinance.

Part I.
Supervising Staff .

4. (1) The Governor may, for the purposes of this Ordi- Officers
nance, appoint, whether by name or by office-^- an s afl

(а) a fit and proper person to be or to act as the Com
missioner o f Elections and any other such person 
or each o f two or more such persons to be pr to act 
as an Assistant Commissioner o f Elections ; and , • ’

(б) for each district o f the Island a fit and proper person
to be or to act as the Elections Officer and any other 
such person or each of two or more such persons to 
be or to act as an Assistant Elections Officer.

(2) The Governor may also appoint or authorise the 
appointment o f such clerical and minor staff as may be 
necessary to assist the aforesaid officers in the performance 
o f their duties under this Ordinance.

(3) Every person appointed under the preceding provisions 
of this section shall be deemed for all purposes to be a public 
servant and shall be paid such salarjf and allowances out o f 
the general revenue as may be determined or approved 
by the Governor.

5. (1) In the exercise or performance o f the powers or Powers and
duties conferred or imposed by this Ordinance—  duties * fofficers*

(а) the Commissioner shall be subject to the general or
special directions of the Minister for Local Adminis
tration ; and

(б) each Elections Officer shall be subject to the general
supervision and control of the Commissioner,
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(2) Subject to any directions issued b y  the Minister, and  
subject to the general supervision and control o f the Com
missioner—

(a) each Assistant Commissioner m ay exercise or perform  
■ the powers or duties conferred or imposed b y  this

Ordinance upon the Commissioner ; and
( b )  each Assistant Elections Officer m ay exercise or per

form the powers or duties conferred or im posed b y  
this Ordinance upon an Elections Officer.

Disqualifica
tions of 
voters.

Part II.

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  v o t e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s , a n d  
« VACATIO N  of  o f f i c e  b y  m e m b e r s .

Qualifications o f  voters.
6. (1) N o person shall, at any time, be qualified to  vote a t . 

any election under this Ordinance o f a member o f a local 
authority if  such person at that time—

v.

(а) is not a British su bject; or
(б) is less than twenty-one years of age ; or
(c) is a person who stands adjudged b y  a com petent court

to be of unsound mind ; or
(d) is serving, or has during the period o f five years im m e

diately preceding completed the serving of, a sentence 
of not less than three months imposed on him  upon  
conviction by any court in Ceylon o f any offence 
made punishable with imprisonment o f either 
description for a period of not less than one year 
b y  the PenaJ Code (not being an offence under 
Chapter V I  thereof or an offence o f abetting or con
spiring to commit any offence under that Chapter) 
or upon conviction of a like offence b y  any court 
in any other part of Hi's M ajesty ’s dominions or in 
any territory under His M ajesty ’s -protection or in  
any territory in which H is M ajesty has from  tim e  
to time jurisdiction; or is under Sentence o f death  
imposed b y  any such court or is serving, or has during 
the period of five years im mediately preceding 
coihpleted the serving of, any tern ro f im prisonment 
for a period of not less than three months awarded 
in lieu o f execution of such sentence of death ; or

(e) is a person to whom section 81 o f this Ordinance applies ;
or

( f )  is a person to whom the provisions o f section 5 o f the
Public Bodies (Prevention o f Corruption) Ordinance 
apply.

Cap. 198.

' (2) W ithout prejudice to the, generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person who, at any tim e after the 
appointed date—

, (a) is rem oved from, the office o f Chairman or member 
o f any Urban Council or Tow n Council b y  Order 
published under section 196 o f the U rban Councils 
Ordinance or^ section 197 o f the Tow n Councils 
Ordinance, as the ease m ay be ; or 

(6) is rem oved from the offioe o f Chairman o f any Village 
Com m ittee b y  Order published under section 61 
o f the Village Communities Ordinance ; or 

' (c) is convicted o f the offence o f bribery or undue influence 
or personation within the meaning o f Chapter I X a  o f

Cap. 15. the Penal Code at or in connexion with any election  
held for the purposes o f the Village Communities 
Ordinance, such conviction not being set aside in 
a p p e a l; or

(d) is convicted o f an offence under sub-section (5 ), or 
sub-section (6) o f section 19 o f the Village Communi
ties Ordinance, such conviction not being set aside 
in appeal,

shall be qualified, for a period o f five years reckoned from  the 
date o f such rem oval from  office or such conviction, as the 

'case m ay bq, to  vote at any election under- this Ordinance 
o f a m em ber of a local authority.

(3) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f  sub-section (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be qualified 
to  vote at any election under this Ordinance o f a member 
of a Municipal Council if  such person—

Cap. 194.

(a) has, during the period o f five years im m ediately pre
ceding that tim e, been convicted of an offence under 
any o f the following provisions o f the Colombo 
Municipal Council (Constitution) Ordinance, prior to  
their repeal b y  this Ordinance, nam ely, sections 1 9 ,5 3 , 

- and 55 (1), such conviction not having been set 
aside in ap p eal; or
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(6) has, during the period aforesaid, been convicted o f the 
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) 
or undue influence or personation within the meaning 
o f Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in connexion 
with an election held under that Ordinance, such 
conviction not having been set aside in appeal.

(4) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any time, be qualified 
to  vote at any election under this Ordinance of a member o f an 
Urban Council i f  such person—

(a) has, during the period o f five years immediately preced
ing that tim e, been convicted o f an offence under 
any o f the following provisions of the Urban Councils 
Ordinance, prior to their repeal by this Ordinance, 
nam ely, sections 23, 27 and 28, such conviction not 
having been set aside in ap p eal; or 

' (6) has, during the period aforesaid, been convicted o f the 
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) 
or undue influence or personation within the meaning 
o f Chapter I X a  o'f the Penal Code at or in connexion 
with any election held under that Ordinance, such 
conviction not having been set aside in appeal.

(5) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality of the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any time, be qualified 
to vote at any election under this Ordinance o f a member 
o f a Tow n Council i f  such person—

(a) has, during the period o f five years immediately preced
ing that tim e, been convicted o f an offence under any  
o f the following provisions o f the Town Councils 
Ordinance, prior to their repeal by this Ordinance, 
nam ely, sections 23, 27 and. 28, such conviction 
not having been set aside in a p p e a l; or

(b) has, during, the period aforesaid, been'convicted of the
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) or 
undue influence or personation within the meaning 
o f Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at Or in connexion 
with any election held under that Ordinance, such 
conviction not having been set aside in appeal.

(6) (a) W ith ou t prejudice to  the generality o f the provi
sions o f  sub-section' (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be 
qualified to vote at any election under this Ordinance o f a 
member o f a Village Committee if  such person at that tim e—

(i) is a labourer, or kangany in charge o f labourers,
em ployed on any plantation and m  occupation of 
any building on the plantation provided b y  the 
em ployer for the accommodation o f any such 
labourer or kangany, or is the spouse or a child or a 
dependent o f any such labourer or kangany and is 
living with him  in any such building on any such 
plantation ; or

(ii) is a person to  whom the provisions of section 5 (1) (a)
or section 5 (2) (a) o f the Village Communities 
Ordinance apply.

(b) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person who, at any tim e before the 
appointed date—

(i) has been rem oved from  the office o f Chairman o f a
Village Com m ittee b y  Order published under section 
61 o f the Village Communities Ordinance ; or

(ii) has been convicted o f the offence of bribery or undue
influence or personation, within the m eaning o f  
Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in, connexion 
with any election held for the purposes o f that  
Ordinance, such conviction not having been set 
aside in a p p e a l; or

(iff) has been convicted o f an offence under sub-section (5) 
or sub-section (6) o f  section 19 o f that Ordinance, 
such conviction not having been set aside in appeal,

shall be qualified, for a period o f four years reckoned from  the  
date o f such rem oval from  office or such conviction, as the  
case m ay be, to vote at any election under this Ordinance 
o f a member o f a Village Committee.

7 . (1) Every person who, on the date o f the commence
m ent o f the preparation or revision o f the electoral list o f any  
ward o f an electoral area (not being a village area), is not 
disqualified b y  reason o f  the operation o f any o f the provisions 
o f section 6 , from  voting at any election o f a member o f the 
local authority o f such area, shall be entitled to have his 
name entered in the list if such person on that date—

(a) is resident within the limits o f the ward to which the 
list relates and has been resident within the limits 
o f that or any other ward o f the area for a continuous

Insertion of 
names in 
electoral 
lists of 
electoral 
areas which 
are not village 
areas.
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period of at least six months in the period o f eighteen 
months immediately preceding that date, being 
either—
(i) the tenant o f any qualifying property situated

within the limits of the ward to which the list 
relates, in respect of which property he pays  
a m onthly rental o f not less than one rupee, or

(ii) the owner o f any qualifying property which
is situated within the limits o f the area and is 
assessed at an annual value o f not less than  
ten rupees ; or

(iii) a person in possession o f an income o f not less 
than sixty rupees a year ; or

(6) not being or having been so resident, is the owner- o f any  
qualifying property-w hich is situated w ith in -th e  

, ' limits o f the ward to which the list relates and is
assessed at an annual value o f not less' than six  

' hundred rupee's.

(2) The wife or husband; as the case m ay be, o f every  
person who is entitled, under sub-section (1), to have his or 
her name entered in the electoral list prepared or revised for 
any- ward o f an electoral area (not being a village area) and  
whose name is so entered therein, shall also be entitled to have  
her or his name entered in the list if" such w ife-or husband 
on the date o f the commencement o f  the -preparation or 
revision o f the list is not disqualified, b y  reason o f the oper
ation o f any o f the provisions o f section 6 , from  voting at any  
election o f a member o f t,he local authority o f such area, '■
. (3) A  company which, on the date o f the commencement 
o f the preparation or revision o f the electoral list o f any  
.ward o f an electoral area (not being a village area), is either 
the tenant o f any qualifying -property situated within the 
limits o f  that ward, in respect o f which such com pany pays  
a m onthly rental o f  not less than one rupee or the owner o f 
any qualifying property which is- so situated and is assessed 

~ at an annual value o f not less than ten rupees, shall be deemed  
to be a person en titled 'to  be included in -the list, and the  
registered name o f that com pany m ay  accordingly be entered, 
in the list.

A n y  person authorised in that -beha'lf b y  a com pany-whose . 
name has been so entered in the list, either by a generafpower  
o f attorney or b y  a special resolution o f the director's o f the , 
com pany, shall be entitled to vote on behalf o f the com pany  
at any election o f a member for that ward :

Provided that "nothing in this sub-section shall be construed 
or deemed, for the purposes o f this Ordinance, to- confer on  
any com pany or any person authorised t o  vote on behalf o f a 
com pany any qualification or right to, be a candidate for 
election or to be elected as a mem ber o f  the local authority  
o f such area. ’ '

(4) W here tw o or more persons are the tenants o f any  
qualifying property, the m onthly rental payable under th e  
contract o f  letting or hiring relating to such property shall, 
for the purposes o f this section,' be -divided in the proportion  
o f the amounts respectively payable as m onthly rental b y  
each tenant under such con tract; and if, upon such division,

• the amount o f the m onthly rental payable by-'any tenant is 
equal to  or - exceeds one rupee, th at tenant shall, for the 
purposes o f paragraphs (a) (i) o f sub-section (1) or. o f sub
section (3), be deemed to  .be a tenant o f  such property, n ot
withstanding that he is not the sole tenant o f such property.

(5) W h ere tw o or more persons are the owners o f any  
qualifying property, the annual value at which such property  
is assessed, shall, for the purposes o f this section, be divided 
in the proportion o f their several shares in such p ro p erty ; 
and if, upon such division, the am ount o f the annual value

. which corresponds to the share o f any owner—
(а) is equal to  or exceeds ten rupees, such owner shall,

, for the purposes o f  paragraph (a) (ii) o f  sub-section (1)
f or o f sub-section (3), be deemed to be an owner o f

such property, notwithstanding th at he owns Qnly 
• a share in such- property and that such share does 

not bear a separate assessment num ber ; or
(6) is equal to or exceeds six hundred rupees, such owner
' shall, for the purpose o f paragraph (b) o f sub-section

(1), be deemed to be an owner o f qualifying property, 
notwithstanding that he owns only  a share in such 

■ property and that such ■ share does not bear a 
separate assessment number.

(б) For the purposes o f this section—  •

“  com pany ”  means any company which is incorporated 
or registered in Ceylon or in any other part o f the 
British Empire under any law for the time being 
in force therein in that b eh a lf; ,
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“  owner ”  includes a fiduciary and a person entitled to a 
Usufruct for life, but does not include a usufructuary 
m ortgagee;

“  qualifying property ” —

(a) in relation to  a tenant, means any land, house, 
building or .tenement, or any part thereof, 
whether or not it bears a separate assessment 
n u m b e r ;

{&) in relation to an owner, means any land, house, 
building or tenement,- or any part thereof, 
which bears a separate assessment n u m ber;

“  tenant ”  means the person in possession or occupation, 
whether as lessee, sub-lessee, tenant, or sub-tenant, 
o f any property under any contract o f letting or 

, hiring.

8 . E very person who, on the date o f the commencement Insertion of 
o f the preparation o f the electoral list o f any ward o f an names in 
electoral area which is a village area, is not disqualified, of electoral 3 
b y  reason o f the operation o f any o f the provisions of section 6, areag which 
from  voting at any election o f a member o f the Village Com- are village 
m ittee o f such area, shall be entitled to have his name entered areas.
in the list i f  such person, on that date, is resident within the 
lim its o f that ward and has been resident within the limits 
o f that or any other ward o f the area for a continuous period 
o f at least six months in the period o f eighteen months 
im m ediately preceding that date.

Qualifications o f  members: N

9. Every person, who is not disqualified as provided General
by section 10, and whose name appears in the electoral list, qualifications 
for the time being in force, o f any w'ard o f an electoral area for membership, 
shall-—

(а) , where such area is a municipality or a town, be. qualified
, for election under this Ordinance to the local author

ity o f the area as a member for that or a n y  other 
ward o f the area ; and

(б) where such area is a village area, be qualified for election
.under this Ordinance to the local authority o f the  
area as a member for that or any other ward o f the 
area i f  such person is possessed o f im m ovable pro
perty the value o f which, exclusive o f any mortgage 
debts thereon, is not less than W o  hundred rupees, 
or o f an income o f not less than sixty rupees per 
annum.

10. (1) N o  person shall, at any time, be qualified to be Disqualifi-
elected under this Ordinance, or to sit or to vote, as a m em ber cations for 
o f any local authority; i f  such person—  membership.

(a) a t  that tim e—
(i) is not a British su b ject; or

(n) is less than twenty-one years o f age ; or 
, (iii) is unable to read and write English or Sinhalese 

or T a m il; or
(iv) is the holder o f any public office under 

the Crown in Ceylon ; or
' (v) is an officer or servant o f such authority in

actual employment b y  and in receipt o f  a 
salary from such authority ; or

(vi) directly or indirectly, him self or b y  any
other person whatsoever in trust for him or 
for his use or benefit or on his account, 
holds or enjoys, in the whole or in part, 
any contract or agreement or commission 
made or entered into with or accepted from .' 
any person for or on account o f such authority: 
provided that nothing herein contained shall 
extend to any pension or gratuity granted 
b y  such authority in respect o f past service, 
nor to any contract, agreement or commission 
entered into or accepted in its corporate 
capacity b y  any incorporated trading com - 

. pany in which such person m ay be a m em ber 
or a shareholder ; or

(vii) is a person who has been adjudged b y  a
competent court to be of unsound mind; or

(viii) is an uncertificated or undischarged bankrupt
or insolvent; or

- (ix) is serving a sentence o f penal servitude or 
imprisonment imposed by any court in any  
part o f the British Empire, for an offence 
punishable with hard labour or rigorous 
imprisonment for a term  exceeding twelve 
m on th s; or is under sentence o f death

\
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(Cap. 18.)

imposed by any such court or is serving 
any term of imprisonment awarded in lieu 
of execution of that sentence ; or

(x) is a person to whom the provisions o f  section
81 o f this Ordinance apply ; or

(xi) is a person to whom the provisions o f section
5 o f the Public Bodies (Prevention o f Cor
ruption) Ordinance a p p ly ; or

(xii) is serving the whole or a part o f a sentence o f
imprisonment o f eith er. description for a 
term of three months or any longer term  
on conviction o f any crime within the meaning 
o f the Prevention o f Crimes O rdinance ; or

(b) has, within the period o f five years immediately
preceding that time, served the whole or a part 

'  o f a sentence o f imprisonment o f  either descrip
tion for a term o f three months or any longer term  
on conviction o f any crime within the meaning  
o f the Prevention o f Crimes Ordinance.

(2) W ithout prejudice to the generality o f  the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person who, at any time after the 
appointed date—

{a) is removed from the office o f Chairman or member 
o f any Urban Council or Town Counbil b y  Order 
published under section 196 o f the Urban Councils 
Ordinance or o f section 197 o f the Town Councils 
Ordinance, as the case m ay be ; or 

(6) is removed from  the office o f Chairman o f  a Village 
Committee by Order published under section 61 o f  
the Village Communities Ordinance ; or

(c) is oonvicted o f the offence o f bribery or undue influence
or personation within the meaning o f Chapter I X a  
o f the Penal Code at or in connexion with any  
election held for. the purposes o f the Village Com 
munities Ordinance, such conviction not being set 
aside in ap p eal; or

(d) is convicted o f an offence under sub-section (5) or
sub-section (6) o f section 19 o f the Village Com m uni
ties Ordinance, such conviction not being set aside 
in appeal,

shall be qualified, for a period o f five years reckoned from the  
date o f such publication or conviction, as the case m ay be, 
to be elected under this Ordinance, or to  sit or to  vdte, as a 
member o f any local authority.

(3) W ithout-prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be qualified 
to be elected under this Ordinance, or to sit or to vote, as a 
mem ber of any Municipal Council if such person—

(а) has, during the period o f five years im mediately pre
ceding that time, been convicted o f an offence under 

■ any o f the following provisions o f th e . Colombo 
Municipal Council (Constitution) Ordinance, prior 
to their repeal b y  this Ordinance, nam ely, sections 19, 
53 and 55 (1), such conviction not having been set 
aside in appeal,; or

(б) has, during the period aforesaid, been convicted o f the
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) 
or undue influence or personation within the m ean
ing o f Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in con
nexion with an election held under that Ordinance, 
such conviction not having been set aside in appeal.

(4) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be •qualified 
to be,elected under this Ordinance, or to sit or to vote, as a 
m em ber o f any Urban Council i f  such person—

(а) has, during the period o f five years im mediately pre
ceding that time, been convicted o f an offence 
under any o f the following provisions o f the Urban  

' Councils Ordinance prior to their repeal b y  this 
Ordinance, nam ely, sections 23, 27 and 28, such 
conviction not having been set aside in a p p e a l; or

(б) has, during the period aforesaid, been convicted o f the
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) 
or undue influence or personation within the meaning 
o f Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in connexion 
with any election held under that Ordinance, such 
conviction not having been set aside in appeal.

(5) W ithout prejudice to the generality o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be qualified 
to  be elected under this Ordinance, or to sit or to  vote, as a 

. m em ber o f any Town Council i f  such person—

(a) has, during the period o f five years immediately pre
ceding that time, been convicted o f an offence under
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any o f the following provisions of the Town Councils 
Ordinance, prior to then- repeal b y  this Ordinance, 
nam ely, sections 23, 27, and 28, such conviction  
not having been set aside in appeal; or

(b) has, during the period aforesaid, been convicted o f the 
offence o f bribery (including bribery b y  treating) 
or undue influence or personation within the meaning 
o f Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in connexion 
with any election held under that Ordinance, such 
convection not having been set aside in appeal.

(6) (a) W ith ou t prejudice to  the generality o f the provi
sions o f sub-section (1), no person shall, at any tim e, be 
qualified to be elected under this Ordinance, or to sit or to  
vote, as a m em ber o f any Village Committee if such person 
a t that tim e—

(1) is a labourer, or kangany in charge o f labourers,
em ployed on any plantation and in occupation o f  
any building' on the plantation provided by the 
employer for the accommodation of any such 
labourer or kangany, or is the spouse or a child or a 
dependant o f any such labourer, or kangany, and 
living with him  in any such building on any such 
p lan tation ; or

(ii) is a person to  w hom  the provisions o f section 5 (1) (a) 
or section 5 (2) (a) o f the Village Communities 
.Ordinance apply.

(6) W ith ou t prejudice to the generality of the provisions of 
sub-section (1), no person who, at any tim e before the appointed 
date—  •£

\ (i) has been rem oved from  the office o f Chairman o f any
‘̂Village Com m ittee b y  Order published under section 
61 o f the Village Communities Ordinance ; or

(ii) has been convicted o f the offence o f bribery or undue
influence or. personation within the meaning o f  
Chapter I X a  o f the Penal Code at or in connexion 
with an election held for the purposes o f that Ordi- 

,  nance, such conviction not having been set aside in 
a p p e a l; of

(iii) has been convicted o f an offence under sub-section (5)
or sub-section (6) o f section 19 o f that Ordinance, 
such conviction not having been set aside in appeal,

shall be qualified, for a period o f four years reckoned from  the 
date o f such publication or conviction, as the case m ay be, 
to be elected under this Ordinance, or to  sit or to  vote, as a 
member o f any Village Committee.

(7) For the purposes o f this section, the expression 1‘ the  
holder o f any public office under the Crown ’ ’ does not include—

(a) a Justice o f the P e a c e ; , '
(b) a Justice o f the Peace and Unofficial Magistrate ;
(c) a Commissioner for Oaths ;
(d) an Inquirer appointed under section 120 o f the Criminal

Procedure C o d e ; or ‘ <
(e) the holder o f  any other public office declared b y  the

Governor b y  Order published in the Gazette to be an  
office not included in that expression.

Vacation of office.
11. (1) W here any m em ber o f a local authority is, by  

reason o f the operation o f any o f the provisions o f section 10, 
disqualified from sitting or voting as a m em ber o f such 
authority, his seat or office shall ipso facto become vacant.

(2) W here the seat or office o f a member o f a local authority  
becomes vacant b y  reason o f the operation o f the provisions 
o f sub-section (1), the provisions o f  the Ordinance b y  or 
under which such authority is constituted shall apply for 
the purpose o f filling up the vacant seat or office in like 
manner as they would have applied i f  such m em ber had  
resigned his seat or office.

12. Every person who knowingly acts in the office o f  a
member o f any local authority, after his seat or office becomes 
vacant under the provisions o f section 11, shall be guilty  
o f an offence and shall, on conviction after sum m ary trial 
before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred rupees in respect o f each day on which he so acts 
as a member. ,

Part n i .

P reparation and revision op electoral list s .

Notice of preparation of lists.
13. (1) For the purposes o f each general election o f  

the members o f the local authority for any electoral area, 
the Elections Officer o f the district in which that area is

Cap. 16.

Vacation of 
membership.

Penalty for 
acting as 
member after 
office is vacated.

Preparation of 
electoral lists.
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Governor’s 
. power to direct 
that electoral 
lists should 
not be prepared/

Revision of 
electoral lists 
for. the time 
being in force.

situated shall,' unless the Governor by Order published  
under section 14 otherwise directs, prepare, in English, and  
according to the requirements o f the area, in' Sinhalese or 
in Tamil or both in Sinhalese and in Tam il, an electoral 
list for each ward of the area.

(2) The preparation o f the electoral lists for the purposes 
o f a general election shall—

(ct) where the electoral area is a m unicipality or a town, 
commence on the first day o f M ay o f the year 

' ‘ preceding the year in which the term  o f office o f the 
members to be elected at the general election is 
due to commence ; and

(6) where the electoral area is a village area, commence 
on the first day of September o f the year preceding 
the year in which the term o f office o f the members 
to be elected at the general election, is due to  
commence." f

(3) The elections Officer shall, not/ later .than ten days
before the date of the commencement o f  the preparation 
o f the electoral lists, publish a notice o f  his intention to  
prepare the lists. The date aforesaid shall be specified 
in the notice. ' '•

14. The Governor m ay, as respects ’ any general election 
o f the members o f a local authority, b y  Order published 
in 'the Gazette, direct that, notwithstanding anything in 
this. Ordinance, no-electoral lists •shall be prepared for the 
purposes o f such election. The Governor m ay, b y  the 
same or any subsequent Order, further direct that the elec
toral lists to be used for' the purposes o f such election shall 
be such fists as m ay be specified in the Order '; and every  
such order shall, upon such publication, be as valid and  
effectual as i f  it were herein enacted.

15. (1) The electoral lists prepared in any year for, the
purposes o f a general election o f any local authority (other 
than a Village Committee), shall be revised in, each o f the 
two' succeeding years. . ■
i ,(2) The revision of-.the electoral lists shall commence 
on the -first day o f M a y  o f each year in which the fists are 
required to be so revised by sub-section (1).' . .

(3) The Elections Officer shall-, n ot/'less than ten days 
before-the date o f the commencement o f the revision o f  the 
electoral lists, publish a Dotice o f his intention to revise the 
lists. The date aforesaid shall b e . specified in the notice.

\

Duties of 
Elections 
Officer in 
preparation 
and revision 
of electoral 
lists.

"D u ties  o f  Elections Officer in  preparation andrevision  
■ • \ o f lists.

f6 .  (f) In  the preparation o f, electoral fists, an Elections 
Officer shall enter in the lists the name o f every person who is 
entitled, under this Ordinance, to have his name so entered.

, (2) In : the revision o f electoral lists an Elections Officer 
shall—  . ,
' (a) erase from  the lists the nam e o f every person who has 

died,- or who is not or, has ceased to be entitled under 
. this Ordinance, to have his name entered th erein ;

(b) enter in the lists the .name o f any person who, not
being a person whose name appears in the fists, 
is entitled as, aforesaid, to have his name so entered;

(c) rectify any error or supply any omission in the parti
culars, relating to any person';

,(d) make such other alterations in the lists as m ay appear ' 
to the Elections Officer to be necessary, not being 
an alteration, referred to in ■ any o f the preceding 

, paragraphs.

(3) For the purposes o f the preparation or revision o f  
electoral lists under this Ordinance, an Elections Officer 
m ay make such house-to-house or .other inquiry as fie m ay

, deem necessary, either by him self or through any fit and 
proper person authorised by him in that behalf.

(4) A ll officers in the service o f the Government other
than officers in the Income T a x  Departm ent, and all local 
authorities are hereby authorised and required to furnish 
to an .Elections Officer all such information as he m ay require 
to enable him, to prepare or revise electoral lists under this 
Ordinance. . -

Notice of 
completion 
o f preparation 
of electoral 
lists'. ■

Notice o f  completion o f preparation or revision o f  lists.
1 7 ., A n  Elections Officer shall, on the completion o f  

the preparation or revision o f the electoral lists o f the wards 
o f any electoral area, publish a notice stating ’that such 
preparations or revision has been completed. The lists 
or copies thereof shall be open for inspection, free o f charge, 
during office hours at the office o f the local authority o f sxich 

-area and the notice -aforesaid shall contain a statement 
to the effect that the fists are so open for inspection.
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Claims and objections.
18. (1) U pon the publication o f a notice under section Claims and

17 in respect of the electoral lists of the wards of any electoral objections. »
area—

(а) any person who claims to be entitled, under this Ordi
nance, to have his name entered in any such list 
and whose name is riot so entered, m ay apply to 
have his name entered therein ;

(б) any person who claims that his name has been entered
in the wrong electoral list, m ay apply to have his 
name transferred to any other l is t ;

(c) any person whose name is entered in any such list 
and who objects to the name o f any other person 
appearing therein, m ay apply to have the name o f  
such other person erased therefrom.

Every application under paragraph (a) or paragraph (b)'
(hereinafter referred to as a “  claim ” ) and every application 
under paragraph (c) (hereinafter referred to as an “ objec
tion ” ) shall be m ade in writing to the Elections Officer of 
the district in which the area, is situated not later than 
fourteen days from  the date o f the publication o f the notice.

(2) N o claim or .objection shall be entertained by the 
Elections Officer unless it is made within the1 time specified 
b y  sub-section (1).

19. (1) U pon the expiry o f a period o f fourteen days from Publication, 
the date o f the publication o f  the notice urider section 17 ciabnsand^ 
in respect o f the electoral lists o f the -wards o f any electoral objections, 
area,, the Elections Officer o f the district in which the area
is situated shall, i f  any claim or objection has been duly  
made in respect o f the lists, publish a notice—

(a) setting out each claim or objection so made ;
(b) indicating that at a tim e and date specified in such

notice he will attend at the office o f  the local authority ,
o f the area or at such other place as he m ay specify 
in such notice for the purpose o f ■ hearing each 
such claim or objection ; and

(c) calling upon every claimant and every person who ,
desires to oppose any claimant, every .objector 
and every person in regard to whom  an objection  
has been m ade, to appear before him  at the date 
and at the time and place so indicated.

* ’
(2) (a) The Elections Officer shall attend on the date>

and at the tim e and place, indicated in the notice and shal 
decide each claim or objection set out in the notice after such 
summary inquiry as he m ay deem necessary, either on that 
date or within the period of ten days next succeeding that 
date. , '

(b) Before deciding any claim or objection under this 
section, the Elections Officer shall give the claimant and 
every person who desires to oppose the claim or the objector 
and the person in regard to whom the objection is m ade, 
as the case m ay  be,- an opportunity o f being heard.

(c) The Elections Officer shall keep a record in writing 
o f all proceedings taken b y  him  under this section for the  
purpose o f deciding any claim or objection.

(3) Eor the purpose o f deciding any claim or objection, . ’
the Elections Officer m ay  administer an oath or affirmation,
and any person knowingly m aking any false statem ent upon 
such oath or affirmation shall be guilty o f an offence and  
shall be liable to the penalties prescribed b y  the Penal Code 
for the offence o f giving false evidence in.a judicial proceeding

(4) The decision of the Elections Officer under this section 
on every claim or objection shall, subject to the provisions o f  
sections 21 and 22, be final and conclusive.

(5) The Elections Officer shall, after deciding all the claims 
and objections m ade in respect o f the electoral lists, m ake  
such amendments in the lists as he m ay deem necessary

■ to give effect to  any such decision. v

20. N o person shall be entitled to have his name entered No person’s
in the electoral list o f more than one ward o f any electoral aPPeaT
area, and in the event o f any person s name being entered of more 
in the electoral list o f fnore than one such ward, the Elections fhs.n one ward.
Officer o f the district in which the area is situated m ay, at any '
tim e, b y  notice in writing served upon such person, call upon
him  to declare, within seven days from  the date o f service,
the electoral list in which he desires his name to be retained,
and in default o f such declaration being m ade, the Elections
Officer m ay him self determine the electoral list in which the
name o f such person shall be retained, and m ay erase the nam e ..
from the other electoral lists accordingly.



s "■ ” 'iji' *. r  V »>■* < *

4 3 0  P a r t  I I .  (L e g a l ) —  C E Y L O N  G O W . G A ZE T TE  E X T R A O R D IN A R Y  —  J ttee 6, 1946

• Appeals from 
decision of 
Eleotions 
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Appeals.

21. (1) I f  any claimant or objector or person in regard to  
whom an objection has been made is dissatisfied with the 
decision of any Eleotions Officer on any claim or objection, 
relating to the electoral lists o f the wards o f any electoral 
area, he may, not later than ten days from -the date o f such 
decision appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court on any  
question of law involved in such decision, but not on any  
other grounds.

(2) Every appeal under this section shall be preferred b y  
means of a petition bearing a stamp or stamps to the value o f  
five rupees. The petition of appeal Shall be filed with the ■ 
Elections Officer, who shall forward it forthw ith to the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court together with- the record of 
the proceedings to which the appeal relates.

(3) The appellant in his petition shall name a respondent 
to the appeal, and such respondent shall—

(a) if  the appellant is a claimant, be the Elections Officer >
(b) if the appellant is an objector, be the person in regard

to whom the objection is made ;
(c) if the appellant is a person in regard to  whom an

objection is made, be the objector.

(4) The appellant shall, within three days o f the filing 
o f the petition with the Elections Officer, serve a copy o f  the 
petition on the respondent either personally or b y  leaving 
the copy at the last known place o f abode o f the respondent 
and shall, within five 'days o f the service o f the copy, file 
with the Registrar o f the Supreme Court an affidavit stating  
the "time, place, and circumstances o f such service.

(5) Every appeal under this section, shall b6 heard and  
determined by a single Judge o f the Supreme Court. N o  
appeal shall lie from an order made by such Judge on any  
such appeal. ,

Order of the 
Supreme Court.

22. A t the hearing o f any appeal duly preferred in respect 
o f any claim or objection under this,Ordinance, the Supreme 
Court shall, after giving the appellant and the respondent or 
their respective advocates an opportunity o f  being heard, 
make such order as to the claim or objection, and as to  the 
paym ent o f the costs o f the inquiry, as it thinks j u s t ; and 
such order if it directs the insertion, transfer or erasure 
o f any name in the electoral lists shall forthwith be 
complied with b y  the Elections Officer b y  whom  the lists 
were prepared or revised.

Certification 
of electoral 
lists.

Certification o f  lists.

23. (1) In the case o f each electoral area other than a 
village area, the electoral lists prepared or revised in any  
year and amended, where necessary, in accordance with the 
provisions o f section 19 or section 20 or section 22, shall be 
certified b y  the Elections Officer o f the district in which the 
area is situated on or before the seventh day o f October o f 
that year.

(2) In the case of each electoral area which is a village area, 
the electoral lists prepared for the purposes o f any general 
election and amended as aforesaid, shall be certified b y  the 
Elections Officer o f the district in which the area is situated 
oh or before the seventh day o f March o f the year in which 
the general election is due to be held.

(3) The Elections Officer m ay certify the electoral lists 
under this section ̂ during the pendency o f any appeal preferred 
under section 21 m  respect o f the lists, and shall thereafter, 
i f  the order made b y  the Supreme Court on such appeal so 
directs, insert, transfer or erase any name in the lists.

(4) U pon the certification as hereinbefore provided o f the 
electoral lists, the lists or copies thereof shall forthwith be 
open for inspection, free o f charge, during office hours at the 
office o f  the local authority o f the electoral area to which the 
lists relate. A  notice to  the effect that the lists are so open  
for inspection shall be published b y  the Elections Officer, 
and if  any appeals are pending before the Supreme Court in

( respect 'o f the lists, the notice aforesaid shall include a state
m ent setting out particulars o f every such appeal.

Date on which 
electoral lists 
come into 
force.

24. The electoral lists o f the wards o f any electoral area, 
prepared or revised and certified in any year, shall come 
into force on the date o f such certification and, subject to  
such alterations as m ay subsequently be made therein in  
accordance with seotion 23 (3), suoh lists shall continue in  
foroe until the date on whioh lists prepared or revised in the 
next succeeding year are certified as hereinbefore provided.
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Part-IV.
Elections.

25. E very  general election o f  the members o f a local 
authority and every by-election o f any such member shall be 
held in the manner hereinafter provided, b y  this Ordinance.

26. (1) Every general election of the members o f a local 
authority shall—

(a) where such authority is a Municipal Council or an
Urban Council or a Town Council, be held in the 
m onth o f  N ovem ber or December o f the year 
preceding, the year in which the term of office of the 
members who are to  be elected is due to commence ; 
or

(b) where such authority is a Village Committee, be held
in the m onth o f April, M ay or June o f the year 
in which the term o f the office of the members 
who are to be elected is due to  commence.

(2) E very by-election o f a member of a local authority 
shall be held on a date not later than six months from the date 
o f the occurrence o f the vacancy for the purpose of filling 
which the by-election is to be held.

N otice o f  N om inations.
27. (1) (a) W henever a general election o f the members' 

o f a local authority is due to  be held in any year, the Elections 
Officer o f the district in which the electoral area of such 
authority is situated shall publish a notice of his intention  
to hold such election. The notice shall state, as respects

' each ward o f the area, the date (not being a date earlier than  
fourteen days or later than tw enty-one days from the date of 
the publication o f the notice) on which, and the place at 
which, candidates for election m ust be nom inated. -

(6) The date o f  the publication o f the notice under para
graph (a) shall—

(1) where the local authority is a Municipal Council or an
Urban Council or a Town Council, be a date not 
earlier than the eighth day or later than the tw enty- 

j  first day o f October o f the year in which the general
election is due to  be held ; or

(ii) where the local authority is a Village Committee, 
be a date not earlier than the eighth day or later 
than the tw enty-first day o f March o f the year in 
which the general election is due to be held.

(2) (a) W henever a by-election o f a m em ber o f  a local 
authority is due to be held, the Elections Officer o f the district 
in which the electoral area o f  such authority is situated  
shall publish a notice o f his intention to hold such election. 
The notice shall state the ward in which the election is to be

\ held and the date (being a date not earlier than fourteen days
or later than twenty-one days from the date o f the publication 
o f the notice) on which, and the place at which, candidates 
for election m ust be nominated.

(b) The date o f  the publication o f the notice under para
graph (a) shall be such date as m ay be determined b y  the  
Elections Officer.

(3) The date specified in any notice published under this 
section as the date on which candidates-for election m ust be 
nominated is hereinafter referred to as the “  nomination 
day ”  and the place so specified as the place at which such 
candidates must be nominated is hereinafter referred to as the 
“ place o f nomination ” ,

A ppointm ent o f  returning officers.
28. (1) For the purposes o f every general election o f the

members o f a local authority, the Elections Officer o f the 
district in which the electoral area o f such authority is situated 
shall appoint a person, b y  name or b y  office, to be or to act 
as the returning officer o f each ward o f the area io r  the pur
poses o f the election.

(2) For the purposes o f every by-election o f a.m em ber o f a 
local authority, the Elections Officer o f the district in which 
the electoral area o f such authority is situated shall appoint 
a person, b y  name or by office, to  be or to act as the returning 
officer o f the ward in which the election is to be held.

(3) The Elections Officer m ay, under this section, appoint 
the same person to be or to act as the returning officer o f more 
than one ward o f the same electoral area.

(4) W here any returning officer is, b y  reason o f sickness or 
other cause, unable to exercise, discharge and perform the 
powers, functions and duties vested in, assigned to or imposed 
on -him b y  or under this Ordinance, such returning officer m ay  
appoint any other person to act in his place. Every such

Elections to 
be held under 
this Ordinance.

Date of holding 
elections.

Notice of 
nominations.

Appointment 
of returning 
officers.
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acting appointment shall, as soon as possible, be reported 
to the Elections Officer and m ay be confirmed or disallowed 
by the Elections Officer, but without prejudice to the validity  
o f anything already done by the person so appointed.

(5) A ny Elections Officer m ay exercise, discharge and 
perform, in any ward o f any electoral area in his district, 
the powers, functions and duties vested in, assigned to or 
imposed on returning officers by or under this Ordinance.

Nomination papers and deposits by candidates.
29. (1) A n y  person who is qualified, under this Ordinance, 

for election as a member o f a local authority m ay be nom i
nated as a candidate for election'for any ward o f the electoral 
area o f such authority.

(2) (a) Each candidate for election for any ward shall be 
nominated by means o f a nomination paper o f two but not 
more than two nomination papers,- each signed b y  two 
persons whose names appear in the electoral list for the time 
being in force for such ward, as proposer and seconder, 
respectively.

(6) N o person whose name appears in the electoral list for 
the time being in force Tor any ward shall sign as proposer- or 
seconder more than one nomination paper for that ward, 
and i f  he does so, his signature shall be operative only in the 
case o f the nomination paper which is first delivered.

(c) The written consent o f the candidate who is nominated 
b y  each nomination paper shall be annexed to, or endorsed 
on, the nomination paper.

(3) The signatures o f the proposer and o f the seconder 
shall „be attested by a Justice o f the Peace or " b y  a Com 
missioner for Oaths or by a notary public.

(4) Every nomination paper shall be substantially in the 
form set out in the First Schedule.

(5) The returning officer of, a ward shall, on application
made at any date after the publication o f  the notice under 
section 27 and before 1 f .m . on the nomination day appointed 
for that ward, supply free o f charge a nomination paper in 
the prescribed form to,any person whose name appears in the 
electoral list for the time being’in force for that w a r d ; but 
nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to preclude the use 
o f any form o f nomination paper not supplied b y  the returning 
officer, so long as such .form does not differ substantially from  
the form set out in the First Schedule. ‘ '

30 : (1) (a) Each candidate for election for any. ward o f  
an electoral area or someone on his behalf shall, between the 
publication o f  the notice under Section 27 in respect o f the 
election and 1 p .m . ,on th e 'd a y  im m ediately preceding the 
nom ination day appointed for that ward, m ake a-deposit with 
the returning officer o f  that ward-—  - 
. (b) The deposit required b y  paragraph (a) shall—

(1) where the electoral area is a municipality, be a sum o f
two hundred and fifty rupees ;

(ii) where such area is a town, be a Sum o f one hundred
■ ru pees; ’

(iii) where such area is a village area, be a  sum o f ten
* rupees.

(2) N o  deposit made by or, on behalf o f  a candidate under 
this section shall be accepted b y  the returning officer unless 
it is made within the time limit prescribed b y  sub-section (1).

(3) W here a deposit under this section is accepted b y  the 
returning officer, such officer shall forthwith issue to the 
person b y  whom the deposit is made a receipt in writing, 
signed b y  such officer, acknowledging his acceptance o f such 
deposit. The receipt shall state—

(a) the name o f the candidate b y  or on whose behalf the
deposit was m a d e ; and where the deposit is made on  
his behalf b y  any other person acting otherwise 
than as an agent or servant for the purpose o f making 
such deposit, the name o f such other person ;

(b) the amount o f the deposit; and
(c) the tim e and date o f the deposit.

31. (1) Every deposit made with a returning officer 
under section 30 shall forthwith be credited by such officer 
to a deposit account and shall be disposed o f  according to the 
provisions o f the sub-sections next-following.

(2) W here the person, in respect o f  whose candidature a 
deposit ha? been m ade, is not nominated as a candidate for 
election or -withdraws or is deemed tO have withdrawn from  
his candidature under section 35, the deposit shall—

(а) i f  it was made by him, be returned to him ; or
(б) i f  it was made on his behalf b y  any other person acting

otherwise than as an agent or servant for the purpose 
o f making the deposit, be returned to such other 
person.
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(3) Where the person, in respect o f whose candidature a 
deposit has been made, dies before the polling commences, 
the deposit shall—
• (a) if  it was made by him, be returned to his legal personal' 

representative; or
(6) if it was made on his behalf by any other person acting 

otherwise than as an agent or servant for the purpose 
o f  making the deposit, be returned to such other 
person.

(4) W here the person, in respect o f whose candidature a • 
deposit has been m ade, is not elected, in every case where the 
number o f votes polled b y  him does not exceed one-eighth 
o f the total num ber o f votes polled at that election, the 
deposit shall be declared forfeit and shall be transferred by  
the returning officer with whom it was made from the deposit 
account to the general revenue o f the Island, and in every 
other case the deposit shall be returned to such person as 
soon as m ay be after the result o f  the election is declared.

(5) W here the person, in respect o f  whose candidature a 
deposit has been m ade, is elected, the deposit shall be returned 
to him  as soon as m ay be after he assumes office as a member.

(6) For the purposes o f this section, the number o f votes 
polled at any election shall be 'deem ed to be the number o f 
votes actually counted and shall not include any votes . 
rejected as void.

Proceedings on nomination day.
32. (1) On the nomination day appointed for any ward, Delivery o f

the returning officer o f  that ward shall attend at the place o f n om in a tion  
nomination from 12 noon to  1 p .m . to receive the nomination papers' 
papers o f the candidates, for election for that ward. ,

(2) Every nomination paper" o f a candidate m ust be 
delivered to the returning officer together with a true copy . 
thereof on nomination day at the place o f nomination between
1 2  noon and 1 p .m ., b y  the candidate or b y  his proposer or 
seconder. The receipt referred to in section 30  (3) shall be 
attached to the first nomination paper so delivered, and if 
such receipt is not so attached, such candidate shall be 
deemed to have withdrawn from his candidature under 
Section 35. Every nomination paper delivered otherwise 
than in accordance with this sub-section shall be rejected 
b y  the returning officer.

(3) The returning officer shall forthwith, upon, accepting  
a nomination paper, cause a copy thereof to be posted  
outside the place o f nomination.

(4) The returnig officer shall permit each candidate and  
his proposers and seconders and i f  th e  candidate so desires, 
one other person appointed b y  the candidate in writing, 
to be present on nomination day at the place o f nomination 
between 12 noon and 1 .3 0  p .m . and to examine there and 
between those hours the nomination papers delivered b y  or 
on behalf o f the other candidates.

33. (1) Objection m ay be lodged against a nomination Objections 
paper o f a candidate for election for any ward o f  an electoral to nomination 
area on all or any o f  the following grounds but on no other PaPers' 
ground—

(a) that the description o f the candidate is insufficient
to identify the candidate ;

(b) that the nomination paper does not comply with
or was not delivered in accordance with the provi
sions o f this O rdinance;

(c) that it is apparent from  the contents o f the nomination ,
paper that the candidate is not qualified to be 
elected ;

(d) that the provisions o f section 30 relating to deposits
have not been duly observed.

(2) N o objection to a nomination paper( o f a candidate 
shall be entertained b y  the returning officer unless it is lodged , 
between 12 noon and 1 .3 0  p .m . on nomination day.

(3) Every objection to a nomination paper o f  a candidate 
aba.11 be in writing signed by the objector and. shall specify 
the ground o f the objection.

(4) The returning officer m ay make a record o f  and deal 
with any objection which he m ay him self find it necessary 
to take against a nomination paper o f a candidate.

(5) The .returning officer shall, with the least possible 
delay, decide on the validity o f  every objection to a nomina
tion paper o f a candidate and inform the candidate o f  his 
decision, and, where the objection is upheld, o f  the grounds 
o f his decision. The decision o f  the returning officer shall be 
final and conclusive.
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Who may be 
present at 
nominations.

34. Except for the purpose o f assisting the returning' 
officer o f a n y  ward, no persons other than the persons specified 
in sub-section (4) of section 32 shall he permitted b y  the 
returning officer or be entitled to be present at the proceedings 
specified in sections 32 and 33.

Withdrawal of 
candidates.

35. (1) Before 1 p .m . on the nomination day appointed  
for any ward, but not afterwards, a candidate for election 
for that ward, who has delivered or has caused to he delivered 
any nomination paper or papers, m ay withdraw his candi
dature by giving notice to that effect signed by him to the 
returning officer of that ward. ,

(2) The returning officer shall forthwith. Cause notice 
of such withdrawal to be posted up in-a conspicuous position 
outside the place o f nomination.

Procedure 
where no 
candidate is 
nominated on 
nomination day.

36. (1) Where in the oase o f any ward o f an electoral 
area the returning officer finds that no candidate stands 
duly nominated for election, by reason—

(a) that at 1 p .m . on the nomination day appointed for
that ward, no nomination paper ' has been duly  
delivered by or on behalf o f any candidate or that 
the candidate or each o f  the candidates b y  or on 
whose behalf any nomination paper has been  
duly delivered has withdrawn or is deemed to have 
withdrawn his candidature as hereinbefore provided; 
or

(b) that the objection or any o f the objections taken
against the nomination paper or each nomination 
paper that has been duly delivered has been upheld 
by the returning officer, the returning officer' shall 
forthwith report to the Elections Officer o f  the 
district in which the area is situated the fact that 
no candidate has been duly nominated for that 

,  ward, and the Elections Officer shall, not later than  
seven days after the receipt o f such report, publish 
a notice prescribing a date', not being a date less 
than fourteen days or more than twenty-one days 
from the date o f the publication o f the notice, as 
the second nomination day on which a further 
opportunity will be afforded for the nomination 
o f candidates for election for that ward, and the  
place at which such nomination must be m ade ; 
and all the provisions o f this Ordinance, except 
the provisions o f paragraph (6) o f  section 27 (1), 
shall thereupon apply as though such second nomi
nation day were the nomination day referred to in 
section 27 (3) and as though the place prescribed 
in the notice published under this sub-section was 
the place o f nomination referred to in section 
27 (3).

(2) I f  for any reason set out in sub-section (1), on the 
second nomination day appointed for any ward o f an electoral 
area no candidate stands duly nominated for election, the 
returning officer shall forthwith report the fact through 
the * Elections Officer to the Commissioner, and upon the 
receipt o f such report, the Commissioner shall cause a  notice 
to be published in the Gazette, and in such other manner as 
m ay appear to him to be best calculated to give publicity  
thereto, to the effect that no candidate stands duly nominated 
for such ward on the second nomination day.

(3) From  the date o f the publication o f a notice under 
sub-section (2) in respect o f any ward o f an electoral area, 
no further steps shall be taken under this Ordinance .for the 
nomination o f a candidate or for the election o f a member 
for that ward and the vacant seat or office shall thereafter 
remain unfilled until the next general election o f members 
o f the local authority concerned :

Provided, however, that it shall be lawful for the Executive 
Committee o f Local Administration to nominate any person, 
who is eligible under this Ordinance for election as a member 
o f that authority, to fill up the vacant seat or office ; and the  
person so nominated shall be deemed, for all purposes, to  
be a member under the provisions o f this Ordinance.

\ - Uncontested elections.

TJncontested
elections.

37. W here in the case o f any ward of an electoral area, 
not more than one candidate has been duly nominated for  
election, or after the withdrawal o f any other candidate or 
candidates or after the disposal o f any objection or objec
tions taken against any other candidate or candidates, 
not more than one candidate stands duly nominated for 
election, the returning officer o f that ward shall forthwith  
declare such candidate to be elected and shall report the  
result o f the election through the Elections Officer o f the
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district in which the area is situated to the Commissioner, 
and upon the receipt o f the report, the Commissioner shall 
forthwith cause a notice o f the result to be published in the 
Gazette and in such other manner as m ay appear to him to  
be best calculated to give publicity thereto.

Contested elections.
38. If at 1 p.M. on the nomination day appointed for 

any ward of an electoral area and after deciding all objections 
which have been or may be lodged, more than one candidate 
stands duly nominated for that ward, the returning officer 
of that ward shall forth with—

(a) adjourn such election to enable a poll to be taken in
accordance with the provisions hereinafter set o u t ;

(b) report to the Elections Officer o f the district in which
the area is situated that the election is contested; 
and

(c) send to such elections Officer copies of the nomination
papers o f the candidates who stand duly nominated.

39. U pon the receipt o f a report under section 38 in 
respect o f any ward o f an electoral area, tbe Elections Officer 
o f the district in which the area is situated shall forthwith  
publish a notice specifying—

(a) the ward in which the election is con tested ;

(b) the names o f the candidates as set out in their respective
nomination papers and the names o f their proposers 
and seconders;

(c) -the date on which a poll will be taken, such date being
not less than fourteen days nor more than twenty- 
eight days from  the date of the publication o f the 
notice ;

(d) (i.) ,the situation of each o f the polling stations that will
be provided for the purposes o f the election ;

. (ii.) the groups o f voters for whom each such polling 
station will be set apart, such group being specified 
either b y  reference to the area in which such voters 
reside or to the numbers assigned to them  in the 
electoral fists ; and t

(iii.) the particular polling stations, i f  any, set apart for 
female voters or any specified class or group o f  
female voters.

40. In  the event o f the death o f a candidate for election 
for any ward o f an electoral area between the adjournment 
of the election for the purposes o f the poll and the com 
mencement o f the poll, the Elections Officer o f the district 
in which the area is situated shall, upon being satisfied o f the 
fact o f such death, publish a notice countermanding the poll, 
and shall publish a fresh notice under section 27 for the 
purposes of the election. In  such case, all proceedings with  
reference to the election shall be commenced afresh under 
this Ordinance, provided that no fresh nomination shall be  
necessary in the case o f a candidate who stood nominated  
at the tim e o f the countermand o f the poll.

41. (1) For the purposes o f each election for any ward> 
-the returning officer o f th at ward shall appoint one or more 
persons (hereinafter referred to  as “  presiding officers ” ) 
to preside at each polling station in his ward. W here more 
than one presiding officer is appointed to any one polling 
station, the returning officer shall declare which one o f them  
is to be the senior presiding officer, and the senior presiding 
officer shall exercise general supervision over other presiding 
officers, and over all arrangements for the conduct o f the poll 
in that election.

(2) W here any presiding officer is, b y  sickness or other 
cause, prevented from  performing any o f his duties under this 
Ordinance at any election, and there is- no tim e for another 
person to  be appointed by the returning officer, the presiding 
officer m ay appoint a deputy to act for him . E very 'su ch  
appointment shall, as soon as possible, be reported to  the 
returning officer and m ay be confirmed or disallowed b y  the  
returning officer, but without prejudice to  the validity o f  
anything already done b y  such deputy.

(3) The returning officer m ay, if he thinks fit,, preside at 
any polling station in his ward, and the provisions o f this 
Ordinance relating to a presiding officer shall apply to such 
returning officer with the necessary modifications as to the 
things to be done by the returning officer in regard to the 
presiding officer or b y  the presiding officer in regard to the 
returning officer.

Contested"
elections.

Notice of poll.

Death of 
candidate after 
nomination.

Appointment 
o f presiding ' 
officers.
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General
conduot'of poll.

Votes to be 
given by ballot.

Electoral list 
to be conclusive 
evidence of 
right to vote.

S upply of ballot 
boxes, etc.

i

Notice to be 
exhibited at 
polling stations.

Ballot boxes.

42. The poll at every election for any ward o f an electoral 
area shall be conducted in the manner hereinafter provided, 
and shall—

* (a) where such area is a municipality, or a town, open at 
8 a.m., on the day appointed for the purpose by 
notice under section 39 and shall close at 5 .3 0  p.m., 
on that day ; and

(6) where such area is a village area, open and close at such 
times on the day aforesaid as the Elections Officer 
of the district in which 'the area is situated m ay  
appoint for the purpose b y  notice published in the 
area.

43. The votes at every election for any ward shall be given 
by ballot. The ballot o f each voter shall consist o f  a  ballot 
paper in the form and containing the particulars, hereinafter 
prescribed.

44. The electoral list for the tim e being in force for any  
ward shall be conclusive evidence for the purpose o f determin
ing whether or not a person is entitled to vote at any election 
for that ward, and the right o f  voting o f any person whose 
name is contained in such list shall not be prejudiced by any  
appeal pending before the Supreme Court under this Ordinance 
in respect of the inclusion of such, person’s name in the list, 
and any vote given b y  any such person during the pendency 
o f any such appeal shall be as valid as though no such appeal 
were pending and shall not be affected b y  the subsequent 
decision o f the h pp eal:

Provided, however, that where any person whose name 
appears in the list, is b y  reason o f the operation o f any o f the 
following provisions o f section 10 o f this , Ordinance, nam ely, 
paragraphs (d) to ( / )  o f  sub-section (1) and sub-sections (2) 
to (6) disqualified from voting at an 'election, he shall not vote , 
at the election; and if  he votes, thereat, he shall be guilty  
o f an offence and shall on 'conviction-after sum m ary trial 
before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine riot exceeding five 
hundred rupees or to iinprisonment o f either description for 
any term not exceedirig six months :

And Provided further that nothing in. this section shall 
affect the liability o f  any person to any penalty, for a contra
vention o f any o f the provisions o f section 80 relating to  
plural'voting.

45. For the purposes o f each election for any ward, the 
returning officer o f that ward shall—

(a) appoint such officers and servants as m ay be necessary
for taking the poll and counting the votes ;

(b) furnish each polling station in that ward with, such
number o f compartments as m ay  , be necessary to  
accommodate a  reasonable number o f voters a t.an y  

, one tirrie and to ensure that the voters are screened 
from observation when they m ark their ballot 
papers;

(c) furnish each presiding officer with such number1 o f ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the opinion o f  the 

• returning* officer m ay be necessary'for the number o f  
voters assigned to that polling station ;

,■ {d) provide each polling station with materials to' enable 
voters to mark the ballot papers, with instruments 
for stamping thereon.the offioial mark, and with  
copies .o f  the electoral list, for the tim e being in 
force for that ward or that part o f the list which 
contains the names o f voters who are assigned to 

, that polling station ; .
(e) do such other acts and things as m ay . be necessary for 

effectually conducting, the election in the manner 
provided by this Ordinance.

, 46 . (1) During the taking o f the poll, the presiding officer 
o f every polling station shall cause to be exhibited—

(a) outside the polling station and in every compartment
thereof, a notioe, substantially in the form  set out 

■in the Second Schedule, giving directions for the 
guidance o f Voters ; and

(b) . outside the polling station, a notice, specifying the names
o f the .several candidates.

■ (2) Every notice under this section shall be in English, 
Sihhalese and Tam il. '

47. Every ballot- box shall be so constructed that the 
ballot papers can be put therein, but cannot be withdrawn 
therefrom, without the box being unlocked..
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48. E very  ballot paper shall be substantially in the form  
set out in the Third Schedule and—

(a) shall contain the surnames o f the several candidates
in alphabetical order and shall set out under the 
surname o f  each candidate his full name, place o f  
residence and description as shown on his nomination 
paper, the order in which the names o f any two or 
more candidates having the same surname should 
be arranged in relation to each other being determined 
b y  the alphabetical order o f their first names ;

(b) shall be capable o f being folded up ;
(c) shall have a number printed on the face.
49. (1) The official m ark shall be kept secret.

■ (2) The official m ark used at any election under this 
Ordinance shall not be used at any other election for the same 
electoral area until an interval o f  seven years has elapsed.

50 . (1) Each candidate for election for any ward m ay  
.appoint not more than two agents (hereinafter referred to as 
“ polling agents ” ) to represent him at each polling station 
during the taking o f the poll. Notice in writing o f every such 
appointment, stating the names and addresses o f the persons 
appointed, shall be given b y  the candidate to the returning 
officer o f  that ward at least two days before the opening 
o f the poll.

(2) I f  a  polling agent appointed by a candidate dies, or 
becomes incapable o f  acting, the candidate m ay appoint 
another polling agent in his place, and shall forthwith give 
to the returning officer notice in writing o f the name and 
address o f the polling agent so appointed.

(3) (a) N o  person who—
(1) holds office for the time being as a member o f any

local au th ority ; or
(ii) is an officer or servant oLsuch authority, 

shall be eligible to be appointed or to act as the polling agent 
o f any candidate for election for any ward o f the electoral 
area o f such authority :

Provided, however, that any person holding office for the' 
time being as a m em ber o f such authority m ay act as his own 
polling agent at any election at which he is a candidate.

(6) N o m ale person shall be eligible to be appointed or to act 
as the polling agent o f  a candidate at any polling station 
which is set apart for female voters.

(4) A n y  polling agent who has been duly appointed, and 
in respect o f  whom the notice required, b y  this section has 
been given, m ay, during the hours o f the poll, attend at the 
polling station to which he has been appointed. ,

51. (1) N o person shall be admitted to vote at any polling 
station other than the polling station set apart for the group

■ o f voters to which he belongs :
Provided, however, that where a voter for any ward is 

employed as a presiding officer or as a police officer, or in any  
other official capacity at a polling station, and it is inconvenient 
to him  to vote at the polling station set apart for the group 
o f voters to which he belongs, the returning officer o f  that 
ward m ay, by a certificate under sub-section (2), authorise 
the voter to vote at any other polling station in such ward, 
and that polling station shall, for the purposes o f this section, 
be "deemed to be the polling station at which he is entitled 
to vote.

(2) The certificate shall be given under the hand o f the 
returning officer, and shall state the name o f  the voter, his 
number, and description on the electoral list, and the fact 
that he is em ployed as aforesaid.

(3) The presiding officer shall keep order in his station, 
and shall regulate the number o f voters to be admitted at a 
time, and shall exclude all other persons, except the candi
dates, the polling agent or agents o f  'each  candidate, the 
police officers on duty, and other persons officially employed  
at the polling station.

(4) I f  any person misconducts him self in the polling station, 
or fails to obey the lawful orders o f the presiding officer, 
the presiding officer m ay cause him to be removed forthwith 
from the polling station by any police officer or by any other 
person authorised in writing by the presiding officer or b y  the 
returning officer.

(5) A n y  person removed from a polling station under 
sub-section (4)—

(a) shall not, except with the permission o f the presiding
officer, be allowed to enter the polling station again 
during the hours of the p o ll ; and

(b) m ay, i f  he is charged with the commission o f any
offence in that station, be kept in custody until 
he can be brought before a M agistrate:

Ballot papers.

Official mark.

Appointment 
of polling 
agents.

Admission 
to polling 
station.

£ 3
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Provided tEat the powers conferred by this sub-section  
shall not be exercised so as to prevent any .voter who is other
wise entitled to vote at any polling station from having an 
opportunity o f voting at such station.

Sealing of 52. Immediately before the commencement o f the poll,
ballot boxes. the presiding officer shall show the ballot box em pty to such 

persons as m ay be present at the polling station so that they  
' may see that it is empty, and shall then lock it up and place

his seal upon it in such manner as to prevent its being opened 
except by breaking the seal, shall place it in his view for the 
receipt of ballot papers, and shall keep it so locked and sealed.

Power to 53. (1) The presiding officer at any polling station m ay,
require voter and if requested so to do b y  a candidate or his polling agent,
to make shall, require any voter, at the tim e he applies for a ballot
declarations. paper ^ut not afterwards, to make and subscribe all or any o f

the following declarations (which shall be exem pt from  stam p  
duty), n am ely :—

F irst,— “ I (name in full) o f ’(address), hereby declare .that I  am 
the same person whose name appears as A.B. on the electoral list 
now in force for this ward.”

(Signature or mark o f voter). 

Declared before me th is------------- day o f ------■------- , 19— .

(Signature o f Presiding Officer).
i

S e c o n d “  I (name in  full) o f (address), hereby declare that I 
have not voted either here or elsewhere at this election for the 
election o f a member for this ward.”

(Signature or mark o f voter). 

Declared before me this —----------- day of —;---------- , 19— .-

(Signature o f Presiding Officer), 
and; .

Third.—When the election is a general election “  I  (name in  full) 
of (address), hereby declare that I,have not already voted at this 
general election in any other ward.”

(Signature or mark o f voter). 
Declared before me th is------- 1------day o f -------------- , 19— .

(Signature, o f Presiding Officer).

(2) (a) I f  any person refuses to  make any such declaration, 
the presiding officer m ay  refuse to give him  a ballot paper.

,(&) I f  any person w ilfully makes a .false statem ent in any  
such declaration, he shall be guilty o f an offence and. shall be 
liable upon conviction after sum m ary trial b y  a Magistrate 
to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees or to  imprisonment 
o f either description for any term not exceeding six m onths. •

(3) W here a ballot paper is to be issued to  any voter—

■ , (a) the ballot paper shall be either embossed or perforated
with the official m ark ;

(6), the number, nam e, and description o f the voter as 
stated in the copy o f the electoral list shall be called 
o u t ; ' .

(c) the number of the voter shall be marked on the counter
foil, and the ballot-paper detached therefrom ; and

(d) a m ark shall be placed in the list against the number o f
the voter to denote that he has received a ballot 
paper, but without showing the particular ballot 
paper he has received.

Maimer of 54. The voter, on receiving the ballot paper, shall forth-
voting. with proceed into the compartment to which he is directed

b y  the presiding’officer or any person acting under that officer’s 
authority and there secretly place a m ark on the ballot paper 

' against the name o f the candidate for whom he intends to  vote  
and fold it up so as to  conceal his vote, and shall then show  
to the presiding officer the back o f the paper, so as to disclose 
the .official mark, and put the ballot paper, so folded up, 
into the ballot box in  the presence o f the presiding officer.

Assistance to . 55. - (1) On the application o f any voter to whom a ballot 
voters to paper has been issued and who—
enable them to .
vote. • («) is incapacitated b y  blindness or other’ physical cause

' from  voting in the manner required b y  this 
Ordinance ; or

(6) states that he is unable to  read and makes, as provided  
in sub-section (3) a declaration to that effect (herein- 

, after referred -to as “  the declaration o f inability to
read ”),
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the presiding officer shall ascertain, within sight but not 
within hearing o f the polling agent, the name o f the candidate 
for whom  th at voter desires to vote, shall m ark the ballot 
paper in accordance with the desire o f the voter in such 
manner as not to  allow any person present in the polling  
station to ascertain the name against which the m ark is 
placed, and shall cause the ballot paper so marked to be 
placed in the ballot box.

(2) The nam e o f every voter whose ballot-paper is marked 
in pursuance o f sub-section (1), his number on the electoral 
list, and the reason w hy the ballot paper is so marked, shall 
be entered in a list (hereinafter referred to as “  the list-of votes 
m arked b y  the presiding officer ” ).

(3.) The declaration o f inability to read—

(a) shall be substantially in the form set out in the Fourth.
Sch edu le; and

(b) shall be m ade before the presiding officer at the time ,
when the voter applies for a ballot paper, shall be 
authenticated with the thum b impression o f the 
voter and shall be attested and retained by the 
presiding officer.

56. N o  voter shall be entitled to' vote b y  proxy at any Voting by proxy
election for any ward. , forbidden.

57. I f  a person, representing him self to be a particular Tendered ballot 
voter nam ed on the electoral list, applies for -a ballot paper papers, 
after, another person has voted as such voter, the applicant 
shall, upon satisfactorily answering the question's set out in 
section 53, be entitled to receive and to  m ark a ballot paper 
in the same manner as any other voter, but the ballot paper 
(hereinafter referred to as “  a tendered ballot paper ” ) shall 
be o f a colour differing from  the other ballot papers, and 
instead o f being put into the ballot box shall be,.given to the 
presiding officer and endorsed b y  him .with the name o f the 
voter and his number in the electoral list. The name o f the 
voter and his number on the list shall be entered in a list to be 
known as •“  the tendered votes list The tendered ballot 
papers shall be set aside in a separate packet and shall not be 
counted b y  the returning officer.

58. A  voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot 
paper in such manner that it cannot be conveniently used as a 
ballot paper m ay, on delivering it to the presiding officer and  
proving the fact o f the inadvertence to the satisfaction o f the 
presiding officer, obtain another ballot paper in the place-of 
the ballot paper so delivered up (hereinafter referred to  as “  a 
spoilt ballot paper ” ), and the spoilt ballot paper shall be 
im mediately cancelled.

Closure of poll.
59. N o ballot paper shall be delivered to a voter after the 

hour fixed for the closing o f the poll. B u t i f  at the hour 
aforesaid there is in any polling station any voter to whom  a 
ballot paper has been delivered, such voter shall be allowed to  
record his vote.

60. (1) A s soon as practicable after the close o f the poll, 
the presiding officer o f each polling station shall, in the  
presence o f the polling agents o f the candidates, m ake up 
into separate packets, sealed with his own seal and the seals- 
o f such polling agents as desire to affix their seals—

(а) each ballot box  used at that station together with the key
o f the b ox , each such box remaining locked as it was 
at the tim e o f thet opening o f the poll and being 
sealed after the closure o f the poll so as to prevent 
the introduction o f any ballot papers thereafter ;

(б) the unused and spoilt ballot papers, placed together ;
(c) the tendered ballot papers ;
(d) the m arked copies o f the electoral list and the counter

foils o f the ballot papers ;
(e) the tendered votes list, the list o f votes marked b y  the

presiding officer and the declarations o f  inability to  
read,

and shall deliver the packets to the returning officer o f  the 
ward in which the poll was held.

(2) The packets shall be .accompanied b y  a statem ent 
(hereinafter referred to as “  the ballot paper account ” ) made 
by the presiding officer showing the number o f ballot papers1 
entrusted to bim , and accounting for them under the heads 
o f—

(а) ballot papers in the ballot box ;
(б) unused and spoilt ballot papers ;
(c) tendered ballot papers.

61. (1) Each candidate at any election for any ward m ay Appointment >
appoint one agent (hereinafter referred to  as a “ counting of counting
agent ” ) to  attend at the counting o f the votes at such election, agents.

Spoilt ballot 
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Notice in writing of such appointment, stating the name and  
address of the person appointed, shall be given b y  such 
candidate to the returning officer two clear days at least 
before the opening o f the poll at such election. The returning 
officer m ay refuse to admit to the place where the votes are 
counted any counting agent whose name and address has not 
been so given, notwithstanding that his appointment m ay be 
otherwise valid, and any notice required to be given to  a 
counting agent by the returning officer, m ay be sent b y  post 
to, or delivered at, the address stated in the notice.

(2) I f  a counting agent dies, or becomes incapable o f acting, 
the candidate m ay appoint another counting agent in his 
place, and shall forthwith give to the returning officer notice 
in writing of the name and address o f the counting agent 
so appointed.

62. The returning officer shall make arrangements for 
counting the votes in the presence o f the counting agents 
as soon as possible after the close o f the poll, and shall give 
to the agents notice in writing of the tim e and place at which 
he will begin to count the votes.

63. (1) Except with the consent of the returning officer, 
no person other than the returning officer, the persons 

■appointed to assist him, and the candidates and their counting 
agents m ay be present at the counting o f the votes.

(2) Before the returning officer proceeds to  count the 
votes, he shall, in the presence o f the counting agents, open 
each ballot box and, taking out the ballot papers therein, 
shall count and record the number thereof, and then m ix  
together the whole o f the papers contained in the ballot 
boxes.

(3) The returning officer, while counting and recording 
the number of ballot papers and counting the votes, shall 
keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards, and take  
all proper 'precautions for preventing any person from  seeing 
the numbers printed on the back o f the papers.

64. (1) A ny ballot paper—

(а) which does not bear the official m ark ; or
(б) on which votes are given for more than one candidate ;

or
(c) on which anything is written or marked b y  which the

voter can be identified except the printed num ber
on the back ; or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty, 
shall not be counted.

(2) The returning officer shall endorse the word “  rejected ”  
on any ballot paper which under sub-section (1) is not to  be 
counted.

(3) The returning officer shall draw up a statement showing 
the number o f ballot papers rejected, under the several 
heads of—

(a) rejected for want o f official m ark ;
(b) rejected fpr voting for more than one candidate ;
(c) rejected for bearing writing or m ark b y  which the voter

could be identified;
(d) rejected as unmarked or wholly void for uncertainty ;

and shall, on request, allow any counting agent to copy the 
statem ent.

(4) The decision o f the returning officer as to  any question
arising in respect o f any ballot paper shall be final and  
conclusive. '

Equality of 
votes.

/

Declaration 
of result.

Publication of 
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65. Where an equality of votes is found to exist between 
any candidates for election for any ward, and the addition 
of a vote would entitle any of the candidates to be elected, 
the determination of the candidate to whom such one addi
tional vote shall be deemed to have been given shall be made 
by lot in the presence of the returning officer in such manner 
as he shall determine.

66. When the result of the poll has been ascertained, 
the returning officer of the ward in which the poll was taken 
shall forthwith declare to be elected the candidate to whom 
the greatest number of votes has been given; provided that 
upon the application of any candidate or his agent a recount 
shall be made before the returning officer makes the declara
tion.

67. (1) Upon the declaration of the result of any election 
for any ward of an electoral area, the returning officer of that 
ward shall—

(а) publish a notice specifying the name of the candidate
elected; and

(б) report the result through the Elections Officer of the
district in which the area is situated to the Com
missioner.
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(2) The Com m issioner shall forthw ith , upon  the receipt 
o f  the report o f  the result, cause the nam e o f  the candidate 
elected to  be published in  the Gazette.

68. (1) U pon  th e  com pletion  o f  the counting a t any  
election  for  an y  w ard o f  an electoral area, the returning 
officer o f  th at w ard shall seal up in  separate packets the 
counted  and re jected  ba llot papers. H e shall n ot open 
the sealed packets contain ing the m arked copies o f  the 
electoral list and counterfoils bu t shall proceed, in the presence 
o f  the counting  agents, to  verify  the ballot paper account 
given  b y  each  presiding officer b y  com paring it w ith the 
num ber o f  ba llot papers recorded  b y  him  under section 63 (2), 
and the unused and spoilt ba llot papers in his possession 
and the tendered v otes list, and where he has opened any 
such packet shall reseal such packet after examination. 
The returning officer shall draw  up a statem ent as to  the 
result o f  thb verification  and shall, on request, allow any 
counting agent to  take copies o f  the statem ent.

(2) T h e returning officer shall forw ard to  the E lections 
Officer o f  the district in w hich  the electoral area is situated 
all the packets o f  ba llot papers in  his possession, together 
w ith  the said statem ents, the ballot paper accounts, tendered 
votes lists, lists o f  votes m arked b y  the presiding officer, 
statem ents relating thereto, declarations o f  inability  to  read, 
packets o f  counterfoils, and the m arked copies o f  electoral 
lists, sent b y  each presiding officer, endorsing on  each packet 
a description  o f  its contents and the date o f  the election 
to  w hich  th ey  relate, and the nam e o f  the w ard in  which the 
election  was held.

(3) The E lections Officer shall retain the packets o f  ballot 
papers and all docum ents forw arded to  h im  for  a period  o f  
six  m onths reckoned  from  the date o f  the receipt thereof 
and shall thereafter cause < the said packets and docum ents 
to  be destroyed.

(4) N o  person shall be entitled  or be perm itted  b y  the 
E lections Officer to  inspect any  packet o f  ba llot papers or 
docum ents referred to  in  sub-section  (3) while it  is in the 
custody  o f  such officer :

P rovided,, how ever, th at nothing in the preceding provisions 
o f  this sub-section  shall be  construed or deem ed to  debar 
any  com petent court from  ordering the p roduction  o f, or 
from  inspecting, or from  authorising the in sp e ctio n 'o f, any 
such packet or docum ent at any  tim e w ithin the period  o f  
six m onths specified in that sub-section.

General provisions as to elections.

69. N o election  shall be invalid b y  reason o f  any  failure 
to  com ply  w ith  the provisions o f  this P art o f  this Ordinance 
relating to  elections i f  it appears that the election  was 
conducted in  accordance w ith  the principles laid dow n  in such 
provisions, and that such failure d id  n ot affect the result 
o f  the election.

70. The presiding officer o f  a polling station m ay do, 
b y  the officers appoin ted  to  assist him , any  act w hich  he 
is required or authorised b y  this P art o f  this Ordinance 
to  do  at that polling station  excep t ordering the arrest, 
exclusion, or rem oval o f  an y  person from  the station.

71. A  candidate for election  at any  election under this 
Ordinance m ay h im self do any act or th ing w hich an agent 
o f  his, i f  appointed, w ould  have been required or authorised 
to  do, or m ay  assist his agent in dom g an y  such act or thing, 
but before acting under this section the candidate shall make 
the declaration hereinafter required to  be m ade b y  an agent.

72. W here in this Part o f  this Ordinance an y  act or 
th ing is required or authorised to  be done in  the presence 
o f  the agents o f  the candidates at an y  election  under this 
Ordinance, the non-attendance o f  any agent or agents at 
the tim e and the place appointed for  the purpose shall n ot, 
i f  the act or th ing is otherwise du ly  done, invalidate the act 
or thing done.

73. N o  person w ho has voted  at any  election  under this 
Ordinance shall, in  an y  legal proceeding to  question the 
election, be required to  state for w hom  he has voted .

74. (1) Every ' returning officer, and every  officer, polling 
agent or counting agent, authorised to  attend at a polling 
station or a t the counting o f  the votes at any  election  under 
this Ordinance, shall, before the opening o f  the p oll at such 
election, or in  the case o f  an agent appointed after the opening 
o f  the poll, before acting as such agent, m ake a declaration 
o f  secrecy  substantially in the form  set out in the F ifth  
Schedule. In  the case o f  a  returning officer the declaration
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shall be made in the presence o f  a  Justice o f  the Peace, and 
in the case o f  any other officer or o f  an agent, th e  declaration  
shall be made either in  the presence o f  a Justice o f  the Peace 
or o f  the returning officer.

(2) E very returning officer, and every  officer, polling agent 
or counting agent in ' attendance at a -polling station • or at 
the counting o f  the votes at an y  election  under this Ordinance 
shall maintain and aid in m aintaining the secrecy  o f  the’ votin g .

(3) N o person, being an officer or agent referred to  in sub
section (1), shall—

(a) except for som e purpose authorised b y  law , com 
municate, before the p oll at any  election under 
this Ordinance is closed, ‘to  an y  person any-inform a- - 
tion  as to—  -
(i) the name or num ber on  the electoral list o f  an y

voter who has or has n ot applied  for  a ,b a llo t 
paper or v oted  at a  polling s ta t io n ; or

(ii) the official mark ; or

(b) ascertain or attem pt to  ascertain at the counting o f
the votes at such election , the num ber on the back  
o f  any ballot' paper ; or '

(c) communicate any inform ation obtained at such cou n t
ing, as to  the candidate for, w h om ,an y  v o te  is given  
on any particular ba llot paper.

(4) N o person, whether or not such person is an officer or 
agent referred to 'in  sub-section (1), shall—

(ia) interfere with or attem pt to  interfere w ith  a, voter - 
when recording his vote  at an y  election  under this 
Ordinance ; or

(b) otherwise ob ta in  or attem pt to ' obtain  iii a  polling
station inform ation  ■ as to, the candidate for  w hom  
a voter in that station is abou t to  v ote  or has voted  
at such election  ; or -

(c) com m unicate at a n y  tim e  to  any  person any in form ation  ■
obtained in  a polling station  as to  the candidate 
for w hom  a voter in  t h a t . station  is about to  v ote  
or h a s 'v o ted  at such election , or as to  the num ber 
on the back  o f  the, ba llot p a p e r ,g iven  to  a  voter at 
that s ta t io n ; or

' (d) directly or indirectly induce a voter at such election
'to  display His ballot paper after he has m arked it. 
so as"to make known to  any person the" name o f the 
candidate for or against whom he has so m arked  
his vote.

(3) N o  person, except a presiding officer o f  a  polling station 
acting for  a purpose authorised b y  this Ordinance, or a person 
authorised b y  the presiding officer* and acting for  such purpose 
as aforesaid, shall com m unicate w ith  an y  voter at an y  election  
under this Ordinance after such voter shall have received  the 
ballot paper and before he shall have p laced  the same in a 
ba llot box . , • *

’ ’ Offences relating to elections.

7 5 . Every -person who contravenes any o f the provisions 
of section 74 shall be guilty o f  an offence and shall, on convic
tion after sum m ary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to  a 
fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to imprisonment 
o f either description for any term  not exceeding six m onths, 
or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

“ 76.  (1) ■ Every person who—

(а) forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys
any nomination paper, or delivers to a returning  
officer any nomination paper knowing the same to  
be fo rged ; or

(б) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently defaces or
fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or the 
official mark on any ballot paper ; or

(c) w ithout due authority  supplies any  ballot paper to
any person ; or ■

(d) -sells or offers to  sell any ballot paper to  an y  person
or purchases or offers to  puchase any  ba llot paper 
from  any p erson '; or

(e) not being a person entitled under this Ordinance to  be
in possession o f any ballot paper which has been 
marked with the official m ark in accordance with  
th e ' provisions o f  section 53, has any such ballot

, ' * paper in  his possession ; or
( /)  puts into any ballot box anything other than the ballot 

paper which he is authorised to put into that ballot 
box under this Ordinance; or

(g) without due authority takes out o f a polling station  
any ballot paper ; 'or
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(h) w ithout due au th ority  destroys, takes, opens or other
wise interferes with any • ballot box or packet of 
ballot papers in use or intended to be used for the 
purposes of any election under this Ordinance; or

(i) w ithout due au th ority  prints any ballot paper or what
. purports to  be  or is  capable o f  being used as a ballot 

paper at such election  ; or
( j )  m anufactures, constructs, im ports in to  the Island, has

in  his possession , supplies or uses for the purposes 
o f  such election , or causes to  be m anufactured, 
constructed , im ported  in to  the Island, supplied or 
used fo r  the purposes o f  such election, any appliance, 
device or m echanism  b y  w hich  a ballot paper m ay 
he extracted , a ffected  or m anipulated after having 
been deposited  in  a ba llo t box ,’ •

shall be gu ilty  o f  an offence and shall, on  conviction  after 
sum m ary trial before  a- M agistrate, be liable to  a fine not '
exceeding five hundred rupees, or to  im prisonm ent o f  either 
description  for  an y  term  n ot exceeding six m onths or to  both 
such fine and' such im prisonm ent.* !

(2) E v ery  person w ho aids o r  abets or, attem pts to  com m it 
an , offence specified in th is section sh a ll.b e  liable to  the 
punishm ent p rov id ed  fo r  th e  offence.

(3) In, any  prosecution  for  an offence in relation to  the 
nom ination papers, ba llo t papers, ba llot boxes,1 and marking 
instrum ents at an y  election  under th is Ordinance, the property  
in  such papers, box es an d  instrum ents , m a y  be stated to  be 
in  the returning officer at such election  as w ell as the property 
in  the counterfoils.

, 77. (1) W h oever being qualified to  vote , or claim ing to  be Giving or
qualified to' v o te  at an y  election  under th is Ordinance, accepts receiving 
or obtains, or agrees to  a ccep t or  attem pts to  obta in  for him self gratification, 
or  fo r  an y  other person an y  gratification  w hatsoever as an •, 
inducem ent or rew ard for  g iving  or  forbearing to  g ivefhis vote 
at such election , shall be gu ilty  o f  an offence a n d  shall, on 
conviction  after sum m ary trial before a M agistrate, be liable 
to  a fine n ot exceeding  five hundred rupees; or to  im prison- 
m ent o f  either description  fo r  an y  term  n ot exceeding six 
m onths or to" b o th  such fine and im prisonm ent.

(2) W h oever g ives or offers to  g ive an y  gratification 
whatsoever to  an y  person as a n ' inducem ent or. reward for 
giving or forbearing to  g ive his v o te  in favou r "of a n y  person 
at any election  under this O rdinance, shall be ’ gu ilty  o f  an 
offence and shall, on  conv iction  after sum m ary trial before a 
M agistrate, be liable t o  a fine n ot exceeding five hundred 
rupees, or t o  im prisonm ent o f  either description  fo r  an y  term  
n ot exceeding six  m onths or to  both  such fine and such 
im prisonm ent. - ,

78. A n y  person w ho, at an y  election  under this Ordinance, Personation, 
applies for a ba llo t paper in  th e  nam e o f  som e o th e r  person,
whether that nam e be  th at o f  a person liv in g  or dead or o f
a fictitious person, or, w ho h aving  voted  once at such election,
applies at the sam e election  for  a ba llot paper in  his own
nam e, shall be gu ilty  o f  th e  offence o f  personation, w hich shall
be a cognizable offence w ithin  the m eaning o f  the Criminal (Cap. 16.)
Procedure Code and shall, on  con v iction  after sum m ary trial
before a M agistrate, be  liab le  t o  rigorous im prisonm ent for  a
term  n ot exceeding  one year or  t o  both  such im prisonm ent
and a fine n ot exceed in g  one thousand rupees.

79. E v ery  person w h o d irectly  or  indirectly , b y  h im self Undue 
or b y  any  other person on  his behalf, m akes use o f  or threatens influence, 
to  m ake use o f  an y  force , v iolence, or restraint, or  inflicts or 
threatens to  in flict, b y  h im self or b y  any  other person, any 
tem poral or spiritual in ju ry , dam age, harm , or  loss ’ upon or
against any  person in  order to  induce or com pel such person 
to  vote  or refrain from  votin g  at an y  election  under this 
Ordinance or on  accoun t o f  such person having voted  or 
refrained from  votin g  at such election , o r .w h o  b y  abduction, 
duress, or any  fraudulent device  or contrivance im pedes or 
prevents the free exercise o f  the franchise o f  any  voter, Or 
thereby  com pels, induces, or prevails upon  an y  voter  either 
to  g ive or refrain from  giving his v o te  at such e lection , shall 
be gu ilty  o f  the offence o f  undue influence and shall, on 
conviction  after sum m ary trial before a M agistrate, be liable 
to  a  fine n ot exceeding-five hundred- rupees, or to  im prison
m ent o f  either description  for  a term  n o t exceeding six  m onths 
or to  both  such fine and im prisonm ent.

80. I f  any  person at an y  general election  under this plural voting. 
Ordinance votes in m ore th an  one w ard o f  any  electoral area
or asks for a ballot paper for the purposes of so voting, such 
person shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction 
after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine 
not exceeding five hundred rupees.
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Incapacities 81. (1) A n y  person w h o -
for offences at .g convicte(j  0f  an offence under the provisions o f  any
elections. o f  ttie following sections o f  this Ordinance, nam ely,

sections 75 to  80 (both  inclusive) ; or
(6) is convicted o f  the offence o f  bribery (including bribery 

b y  treating) or undue influence or personation w ithin 
the meaning o f  Chapter I X a  o f  the Penal Code at or 
in connexion w ith any  election  under this Ordinance

shall, in addition to  any other penalty  to  w hich  he m a y  be 
liable for that offence, be disqualified for a period of-five years 
reckoned from  the date o f  such conviction , from  votin g  at any 
election under this Ordinance, or from  being elected or from  
sitting or voting, as a m em ber o f  any  local authority.

(2) W here any person w ho is con v icted  o f  any  offence 
referred to  in sub-section (1) appeals against such conviction , 
the follow ing provisions shall have e f fe c t :—

(а) nothing in  that sub-seotion  shall ap p ly  unless such
conviction  is affirmed in  a p p e a l; and

(б) where such conviction  is so affirmed, th e  provisions o f
that sub-section shall ap p ly  as though  the reference 
therein to  the date o f  his conv iction  were a reference 
to  the date o f  the affirm ation o f  his conv iction  in 
appeal.

Part V.

Power to 
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Pines to be 
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Miscellaneous.

82. A ll matters connected w ith  the preparation  or revision 
o f  the electoral lists o f  the wards o f  any  electoral area under 
this Ordinance or connected w ith  an y  general e lection  or 
by-election  o f  any loca l au th ority  for  w hich  no provision  is 
made b y  this Ordinance oe in  respect o f  w hich  the provisions 
o f  this Ordinance require to  be supplem ented or m odified  so 
as to  meet unforeseen or special circum stances, m ay  be  pro
vided for b y  Order o f  th e  G overnor published in the Gazette ; 
and every  such Order shall upon  such publication , be  as valid  
and effectual as i f  it were herein enacted.

83. Save as otherwise expressly  provided , every  notice 
required to  be published b y  this Ordinance shall—

(a) be in  English, and accord ing to  the requirem ents
o f  the area to  w hich  the n otice  relates, in Sinhalese 
or in Tam il or b oth  in  Sinhalese and in  T am il, and

(b) be  exhib ited  at the office o f  the local authority  o f  such
area, and otherwise published in- such manner 
as the Officer responsible for the publication  th ereof 
m ay  consider best calculated to  g ive pu b licity  
thereto.

84. A ll expenses incurred under this Ordinance in the 
preparation, or revision o f  the electoral lists o f  the wards 
o f  any  electoral area, in  connexion  w ith  the nom ination  o f  
candidates for  the purpose o f  any  general election or by - 
election  o f  an y  loca l authority , and in  the conduct o f  any  
general election  or by -election , shall be defrayed ou t o f  
the general revenue o f  the Island.

85. ' A ll fines im posed b y  an y  court under-th is Ordinance 
shall, when recovered, be paid b y  the court into the. general 
revenue o f  the Island.

Modification of 
Ordinance in its. 
applldation to 
local authorities 
other then Village 

, Committees.
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relating to 
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Committees.

86. E or the purpose o f  determ ining w hether or n ot a 
person w ho holds office on the appointed date as a m em ber 
o f  any  local authority  (other than  a V illage Com m ittee) is 
entitled to  continue to  sit or  to  v ote  as such m em ber, and 
no further, the provisions o f  section  10 shall—

(а) where such au th ority  is a  M unicipal Council, have
effect subject to  the m odifications set ou t in  P art I . 
o f  the Sixth  Schedule ; and

(б) where such authority  is an  U rban Council, o r  a T ow n
Council, have effect su bject to  the m odifications set 
out in P art I I .  o f  th at Schedule.

/  \ • -
87. Nothing_ia th is O rdinance shall ap p ly  fo r  the purposes 

o f  an y  by-election  held  in an y  village area between the date 
on  w hich  the provisions o f  this Ordinance are applied to  the 
V illage Com m ittee o f  such area b y  Order published under 
section  2 and the date on  w hich  the first general election  
o f  the m em bers o f  such C om m ittee is held under this Ordinance 
or  for  the purpose o f  determ ining w hether or n ot an y  person 
is entitled  to  v o te  or to  stand as a candidate at such b y - 
election , or for  the purpose o f  determ ining whether or n ot 
an y  person w ho is e lected a t an y  such by-election  o r  w ho
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holds office on the first-mentioned date as a member of the 
Committee is entitled to sit or to vote as such member ; ana, 
accordingly, the provisions of the Village Communities 
Ordinance shall, for the purposes aforesaid, apply in like 
manner and to the same extent as they would have applied, 
if that Ordinance had not been modified by this Ordinance 
in its application to such Committee.

88. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise Interpretation, 
requires—

“ Commissioner ” means the Commissioner of Elections 
appointed under this Ordinance ;

“ district ” means a revenue district;
“ Elections Officer ” means the Elections Officer of a 

district appointed under this Ordinance ;
“ local authority ” means any Municipal Council, Urban 

Council, Town Council or Village Committee;
“ municipality ” means any municipal town within the

meaning of the Municipal Councils Ordinance, and (Cap. 193.) 
includes the municipality of Colombo ;.

“ Public Bodies (Prevention of Corruption) Ordinance”
■ means the Public Bodies (Prevention of Corruption)

Ordinance, No. 49 of 1943 ;
“ Schedule ” means a Schedule to this Ordinance ;
“ town ” means any town within the meaning of the Urban 

Councils Ordinance or the Town Councils Ordinance;
“ Town Councils Ordinance ” means the Town Councils 

Ordinance, No. 3 of 1946 ;
“ Urban Councils Ordinance ” means the Urban Councils 

Ordinance, No. 61 of 1939 ;
“ ward ” means any of the wards into which any electoral 

area is for the time being divided by or under the 
provisions of written law applicable in that behalf.

89. (1) The Urban Councils Ordinance,, the Town Councils Amendments of
Ordinance, the Colombo Municipal Council (Constitution) Ordinances 
Ordinance and the Public Bodies (Prevention of Corruption) and savulga' 
Ordinance, respectively, are hereby amended in the manner 
and to the extent specified in the Seventh Schedule.

(2) Notwithstanding the amendment of the Urban Councils 
Ordinance and the Town Councils Ordinance, the electoral 
divisions into which each town was divided on the day 
immediately preceding the appointed date, shall, for the 
purposes of this Ordinance or any other written law applicable 
to such town, be deemed to be the wards of such town.

(3) Notwithstanding the amendment of the Municipal 
Council (Constitution) Ordinance, the Urban Councils Ordi
nance and the Town Councils Ordinance, the electoral 
registers of each municipality or town, in force on the day 
immediately preceding the appointed date, shall be deemed 
to be electoral lists prepared under this Ordinance and may 
accordingly be revised under this Ordinance and shall .continue 
in force until the date of the first certification of electoral 
lists for such municipality or town under this Ordinance :

Provided, however, that the fact that the name of any 
voter is or is not marked on any -such register with a double 
qualification mark shall be of no effect whatsoever for the 
purpose of determining whether or not such person, is qualified 
to be a candidate at any election under this Ordinance or to 
sit or to vote as a member ol the local authority constituted s 
for such municipality or town. * - •

(4) For the purposes of this section, “ electoral registers
(a) in relation to any municiplity, means the lists of persons 

possessing the qualifications of voters and of mem
bers, prepared or revised under any of the provisions 
of the Colombo Municipal Council (Constitution)
Ordinance repealed by this Ordinance, and

{b) in relation to any town, means the lists of persons 
possessing the qualifications aforesaid, prepared 
under any of the provisions of the -Urban Councils 
Ordinance or the Town Councils .Ordinance, as the 
case may be, repealed by this Ordinance.

B 4

9°. Upon the publication in .the Gazette of an Order un 
section 2 applying the provisions of this Ordinance to e 
\ dlage Committee, the provisions of the Village Communii 
uminance, m their application to such Committee, sh 

ithout piejuclice to the operation of the provisions of sect
amenL»ef  +SUb;|eCt the excePti™s, modifications £ amendments set out m the Eighth Schedule.

Modification of 
viEage 
Communities 
Ordinance.
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F IR S T  S C H E D U L E .
(S ection  29 (4) ).

Nomination Paper for the------------- ward of the electoral
area qf the---------- /Municipal Council/Urban Council/Town
Council/Village Committee. ' ;

1. Name of candidate in full: ----------- .
2. Address : ----------- .
3. Occupation : --------- 7-.
4. Name of proposer in full: ----;— —. -
5. Name of seconder in full: ---- :------ .

Signature of proposer : —— :---- .
Signed by the above-named,----------- (proposer) this,------------ ■

day o f------ 1— , 19—.
A.B. (A Justice of the Peace or a Commissioner 

' for Oaths or a Notary Public).
Signature of Seconder : ----- -------.

■Signed by the above-named----------- (seconder) this------------
day of---------- ,19—.

A.B. (A Justice of the Peace or a Commissioner 
for Oaths or a Notary Public).

S E C O N D  S C H E D U L E .
' j ■ (Section 46). , - ,
Form of directions for the guidance of a voter in voting,
' * which shall be exhibited outside every, polling station 

and in every compartment of every polling station.
The voter may vote for only one candidate.
The voter will go into one of the compartments, and, with the 

pencil provided in the compartment, place a cross in the space 
provided for the purpose on the, right-hand side of the ballot 
paper, opposite the name of the candidate for whom he votes. 

The voter will then fold, up the ballot'paper so as to* show the 
, official mark on the back, and leaving the compartment will, 
without showing the front of the paper to any person, show the 
official, mark on the back to the presiding officer, put the paper 

-into,the ballot box,‘and,forthwith quit the polling Station.
If the voter inadvertently spoils-a ballot paper, he can return ijb- 

to the presiding officer, who will, if satisfied of such inadvertence', 
give him another paper.

If the voter-votes for more than one candidate, ,or places any 
mark on" the. paper by which he may be afterwards identified, 
his ballot.paper will be void, and will not be counted.
, If the voter takes a ballot paper out of the polling station, 

or puts into a ballot box anything other than, a ballot paper 
which he is authorised to, put into that box, he will be liable, 
on conviction after’’summary trial before a Magistrate, to a fine 
not exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either 
description for a term, not exceeding six months or to both such 
fine and imprisonment.

’ - T H IR D  S C H E D U L E .
■ (Section 48).

.Form of'ballot paper. .
F orm  o f  F ron t o f Ballot P a p er

. “ si*
. Counterfoil *

No.: *

DE SILVA
(also in Sinhalese and 

Tamil) , 1
(William de Silva of 21, 

Colombo Street, Kandy, 
merchant)

(also in Sinhalese and 
Tamil)

FERNANDO 
(also in Sinhalese and 

Tamil).
(John Fernando of 23, 

Trincomalee Street, 
Kandy, Proctor)

(also in Sinhalese and 
Tamil)

PERERA
(also in Sinhalese and 

Tamil)
(Matilda Perera of Cres

cent Cottage, Pera- 
deniya road, Kandy, 
married woman)

(also in Sinhalese and 
Tamil)

*
*

N o t e : ■ *
The counterfoil* 

is to have'a number* 1. 
to correspond with* 
that on the back of* 
the ballot paper. **

*
* 2.*
*

' . *
*
*
*

. *
* 3.*
*

' * -

, * '■ *
*
*

Namo of candidate 
(also in

Sinhalese and Tamil)

Mark of voter 
(also in 

Sinhalese 
and Tamil)

F orm  o f B ack o f Ballot P a p er.
No.:

Election for the ------------ ward of the electoral area of the
----------- /Municipal Council/Urban Council/Town Council/
Village Committee.

N ote .—The number on the ballot paper is to correspond with 
that on the counterfoil.

>
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D irections as to prin ting  ballot paper.
Nothing is to be printed on the ballot paper except in accordance 

with this Schedule.
The surname of each candidate, and if there are two or more 

candidates, with the same surname, also the other names of 
such candidates, shall be printed m large characters, in English 
and Sinhalese and Tamil as shown in the form. The names, 
places of residence and descriptions of the candidates shall be 
printed in small characters, m English and Sinhalese and Tamil, 
as shown in the form. The number on the back of the paper 
shall be printed in small characters.

F O U R T H  S C H E D U L E .

(Section 55 (2) ).
Form  o f Declaration o f Inability to Read.

I, A.B. of —---- —, being numbered, bn the electoral list,
for the time being in force, of the ———------ ward of the electoral
area of the ----------- /Municipal Council/Urban Council/Town
Counoil/Village Committee, do hereby declare that I am unable to 
read.

A.B.----------- his mark------------day o f------------194—.
I, the undersigned, being the presiding officer for the —:------

' polling station for the----------- ward of the electoral area of
the----------- /Municipal Council/Urban Council/Town Council/
Village Committee, do hereby certify that the above declaration 

• having been first read to the abovenamed A.B., was signed by , 
him in my presence-with his mark. ‘ „

, ' Signature of Presiding Officer.
Date----------- .

F I F T H  S C H E D U L E .
(Section 74 (1) ). ,

\  Form  o f Declaration o f Secrecy.
I solemnly promise and declare' that I will not at this election

for the----------- ward of the electoral area of the-;------- —
Municipal Council/Urban Council/Town Council/Village Com
mittee, do anything forbidden by section1 74 of 'the Local 
Authorities Elections Ordinance, which has been read to me.

Signature of person taking Signature of declarant,
the declaration.

Note?— This section must be read to the declarant by the person 
taking the declaration.

S I X T H  S C H E D U L E . '

(Section 86).
■ Modification o f section 10.

Part I.
As if in paragraph (a) (lii) of sub-section (1), thero were substi

tuted, for the words “ read'and write” , the words “ read or 
writo ” .

Part II.
1. As if in paragraph (a) (iii) of sub-section (1), there were 

substituted for the words “ read and write ” , the words “ read or 
write ” .

2. As if for paragraph (a) (iv) of sub-section (1), there were 
substituted the following new paragraph :—

“ (iv) is the holder of any pensionable office under the Crown 
in Ceylon ;

Column I. Column II.
Section of 

Ordinance. Ordinance.
A. Colombo 1. 5.

Municipal 
Council 
(Constitution)
Ordinance.

2. 6.

3. 14.

4. 15.

S E V E N T H  S C H E D U L E .

(Section 89).
Column III.

Amendments.
(1) For the words “ in accordance with the 

provisions of this Ordinance come into office—”, 
substitute the words “ after the date of the com
mencement of this Ordinance oome into office^” .

(2) In paragraph (3), for the words “ by or under 
the provisions of this Ordinance.” , substitute the 
words “ by or under the provisions of written law 
for the time being applicable in that behalf.” .

In sub-section (1), for the words “ in accordance 
with the provisions of this Ordinance ” , substitute 
the words ‘ ‘ in accordance with the provisions of 
written law for the time being applicable in that 
behalf” .

Section 14 shall be repealed and the heading 
immediately above that section shall be omitted.

Section 15 shall be repealed.
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Column I. 

Ordinance.

Column II. 
Section of 
Ordinance. 
5. 16. ' For this 

section :—
Election 
for more 
than one 
ward.

Column III.

Amendments. ' .
section, substitute the following new

6.
7.

8.

9. -27.

10.
11.

16. No person shall be entitled to 
be elected as a Councillor for more 
than one ward of the Municipality, and 
in the event of any person being 
elected as a Councillor for more than 
one ward, the Elections Officer of the 
district m which the Municipality is 

' situated shall forthwith, by notice in 
writing served upon such person, call 
upon him to declare, within seven days 
•from the date of service, for which 
ward he desires to be a Councillor, and 
in default of such declaration being 
made, the Elections Officer shall him
self determine for which ward he is to 
be a Councillor ; and upon such declara
tion or determination, as the case may 
be, being made, such person shall ipso  
fa cto  vacate his seat as a Councillor 
for any other ward of the Municipality, 
and the provisions of section 63 (3) 
shall thereupon apply.

17, 18, 19 Sections 17 to 20 (inclusive) shall be repealed.
and 20

21. . . Section 21 shall be repealed and the heading
immediately above that section omitted.

22, 23, 24, Sections 22 to 26 (inclusive) shall be repealed.
26 and '
26

Section 27 shall be repealed and the heading 
immediately above that section shall be omitted. 
Sections'28 to' 55 ’(inclusive) shall be repealed.

Fof this section, substitute the following new 
section :—

28 to 55 
56.

Term of 56. The term of office of each 
offieeof Councillor elected at a general election 
Councillors, shall—

(а) commence on the first day of
January next succeeding the 

1 • date of the election or on such
other date as the Governor 
may appoint by Order pub
lished m the Gazette ; and

(б) expire on the thirty-first day of'
December of the third year 
thereafter or on the last day of 
such other month whether in 
that year or in the year 
immediately preceding or 
following that year as the 
Governor may appoint by 
Order published in the Gazette.

12. 62. . . For this section, substitute the following new
section:—
General 62. Where the term of office of the
elections. Councillors elected at a general election 

is due to expire under section 56, a 
general election m accordance with the 
provisions of written law for the time 

' being applicable m that behalf shall be
held for the purpose of electing new 
Councillors m plate of such Councillors.

13. 63. . . For this section, substitute the followmg new
section:—
Refusal, 63. (1) Where any person who is
resignation elected as a Councillor decides for any 
or vacation reason not to serve as a Councillor, ho 

■ of office. may relinquish the office—
(а) by a written communication of

his refusal of office to the 
Elections Officer of the district 
in which the Municipality is . 
situated, at any time before 
the 'date fixed for the first 
meeting of the Council after 
his election ; or

(б) by a written communication of
his resignation of office to 
such Elections Officer, either 

, direct or through the Mayor,
at any time after such first 
meetmg.

(2) Any Councillor who is absent 
' without leave of the Council from more

than three consecutive general meetings 
of the Council shall ip so  fa cto  vacate 
his office. i
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Column I. 

Ordinance.

B. Urban 
Councils 
Ordinance.

Column III.

Amendments.
(3) If any person elected as a 

Councillor refuses or resigns Ms office, 
or dies, or vacates Ms office under 
sub-section (2) of tMs section, or if a 
casual vacancy occurs in any other 

i  manner in such office, a by-election in 
accordance with the provisions of 
written law for the time being appli
cable in that behalf shall, unless the 
Governor by Order published in the 
Gazette otherwise directs, be held for 
the purpose of filling up such vacancy, 
and the person thereupon elected 
shall serve as a Councillor until the 
expiry of the term of offico of the 
Councillors elected at the next preceding 
general election.

14; 64. . . Seotion 64 shall be"repealed
15. 66. . . (1) In sub-section (1), for all the words from

“ their office,” to the end of that sub-section, 
substitute the words “ their office, and a by-elgetion 
m accordance with the provisions of written law 
for the time being applicable in that behalf shall be 
held ur each such ward for the purpose of filling 
up such vacancy.” . »

(2) In sub-section (2), for all the words from “ an 
election” to the end of that sub-section, substitute 
the-words “ a by-election in accordance with the 
provisions of written law for the time being appli
cable in that behalf shall be held in each such ward 
for the purpose of electing a Councillor for that 
ward.” .

(3) Sub-section (3) shall be repealed.
” (4) In sub-section (4), for the word “ divisions ” ,

substitute the words “ wards ” .
16. 98. . . Sub-section (2) shall be repealed.
17. 101 .. Section 101 shall be repealed.
18. 102. .. In sub-section (1), for the words “ so- elected ” ,

substitute the words “ elected at the first general 
election held after the commencement of this 
Ordinance ” .

19. 106. .. Section 106 shall be repealed.
20. 108. . . Immediately after the, definition “ Councillor ” ,

insert the following new definitions :—
‘ “ district ” means a revenue district; ■
“ Elections Officer ” means the Elections Officer 

of a district appointed under the provi
sions of written law for the time being 
applicable m that behalf and includes any 
-Assistant Elections Officer so appointed ; .

Column II. 
Section of 
Ordinance.

21. Second The Second Schedule shall be repealed.
Schedule.

22. Tlurd The Third Schedule shall be repealed.
- Schedule. - , „
1. 6. (1) Tor the heading immediately above this

section, substitute the .following new heading: 
“ Wards” .

(2) Eor the words “ electoral divisions” , sub
stitute the word “ wards ” .

(3) For the words “ electoral division” , sub
stitute the word “ ward ” . .

(4) For the marginal note, substitute the 
following new marginal note :—

“ Wards.” .
2. 7, 8, 9,10 Sections 7, 8, 9, .10, 11 and 12 (inclusive) shall be

11 and repealed.
12.

3 . 13. . For this section, substitute the following new
section:—

13. Where an Urban Council is to be con
stituted for any town under this Ordinance, a 
general election in accordance with the provisions 
of written law for the time being applicable in 
that behalf shall be held for the purpose of electmg 
the first members of the Council.

4 . 14. . . For all the words from “ under this Ordinance ”
to “ any such Council,” , substitute the words 
“ under this Ordinance,” .

5 . 15. .. (1) For all the words from “ Upon the com
pletion ” to “ in the Order.” , substitute the words 
“ The term of office of an Urban Council to be 
constituted for any town under this Ordinance shall 
commence on such date as the Governor may 
appoint by Order published m the Gazette” .

(2) For the marginal note, substitute the follow
ing new marginal note :■—

“ Commencement of term of office of Urban 
Councils and date of constitution of such 
Councils
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■v

Column I. 

Ordinance.

Column II. 
Section of 
Ordinance.
0. 16.

Column III. 

Amendments.
For tliis section, substitute the following new 

section :—.
Term of 
office of 
members 
elected at 
the first 
and each 
subsequent 
general 
election.'

16. The term of office of each 
member elected at a general election 
shall commence---
* (a) in the case of the first general 

election, on the date appoint
ed by the Governor under 
section 15 ; and

(b) in, the ’ case of any general 
election subsequent to the 
first general election, on the 
first day of January next 
succeeding the date of the 
election or on such other 
date as the1 Governor may 

V appoint by Order published 
in the Gazette,

and shall expire on the thirty-first day 
of December of the third year there
after or on the last day of such other 
month, whether m that.year or in the 

■ year immediately preceding or follow- 
. mg that year as the Governor, may 

, appoint'by Order published as afore
said.

, 7 . 17. .. For, this section, substitute the following new
section:—- , . '
Subsequent 17. . 'Where the term of officq of the 
general , members elected at the first - or any
elections. subsequent, general election of the

, ■ , members of an Urban 'Council is due
"to expire under section, 16, a general 

; election in accordance with the pro-
■ visions ,of written law for the tifne’being

. , . applicable in that behalf ‘shall, unless
the Governor by Order published 
hr thq Gazette otherwise directs, be 

■ ' held for the purposes of electing new 
members in place of such members.

8. 18. . . (1) In sub-'section (1)— ■
, (o) in paragraph (a), for the words “ the Govern- 

' ment Agent,” , substitute the ‘words “ the 
Elections Officer of the district in which 

1 the town for which the Council is cons-
, # tituted is situated, ” ; and

, (6) in paragraph (6), for the words “ the Govern
ment Agent,” , substitute the words “ such 
Elections Officer,” .

, . (2) For sub-section (2), substitute the'following
new sub-section :—

“ (2) Any member of an Urban .Council who is 
absent without leave of the Council from more 

, than three consecutive ordinary meetings of 
, . . the Council shall ip so  fa cto  vacate his office.” . '

1 1 (3) In sub-section (3), for all the words from
“ the Government Agent” to “ such vacancy,” ,

■ . substitute the words “ a by-election in accordance 
with the provisions of written law for the time being 
applicable in that behalf, shall be held for the 
purpose of filling up such vacancy,” .

9. 19. . • (1) The heading immediately above this section
‘ shall be omitted.

(2) For this section, substitute the following new 
1 section:—

Election for 19. No person shall be entitled to be 
more than elected as a member for more than one 
one ward, ward of a town, and in the event of any 

person being so elected, the Elections 
Officer of the district in which the 
town is situated shall forthwith, by 
notice in writing served upon such 
person, call upon him, to declare,

■ within seven days from the date of 
service, for which ward ho desires to be 
a member, and in default of such 
declaration being made, the Elections 

'  Officer may himself determine for 
which ward he is to be a member ; 
and upon such declaration or deter
mination, as the case may be, being 
made, such person shall ip so  fa c to  
vacate his. seat as a member for any 

, other ward of the town, and the 
provisions of section 18 (3) snail. 
thereupon apply.

Section 20 shall be repealed.10. 20.
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Column I.. Column II.
Section of

Column III.

Ordinance. v Ordinance. Amendments.
11. 21. Section 21 shall be repealed and the heading 

immediately above that section shah be omitted.
12. 22. Section 22 shall be repealed.
13. 23. Section 23 shall be repealed and the heading 

immediately above that section shall be omitted. •
14. 24,25,26, Sections 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 (inclusive) shall

27, 28, 
and 29

be repealed.
15. 30. (1) In the heading immediately above this 

section, for the words “ electoral divisions'” , sub
stitute the word “ wards'” .

(2) For the words “ electoral divisions” , sub
stitute the word “ wards ” .

(3) In the marginal note, for the words “ electoral 
division ” , substitute the word “ ward ” .

16. . 31. (1) For the words “ electoral divisions” where- 
ever they occur collectively in this section, sub
stitute the word “ wards ” .

(2) In sub-seption (1)—
(а) for all the words from “ that division ”

, to “ Ordinance : substitute the words
“ that, ward shall thereupon vacate his 
office and' a by-election in accordance 

, ■ ' with the provisions of written law for
the time being applicable in that behalf 

, shall be held in that ward for the‘purpose 
' of filling up such vacancy : ” ; and

(б) in the proviso, for the words “ electoral list
of the division” , substitute the word 

• “ ward” .

. , (3) Immediately after sub-section .(2), insert the
following new sub-section :■—

• '  “  ( 2 a )  If the effect of an Order, under section
30 is to abolish any ward that was’in existence 
before the date of the order, the member elected 
for that warcf shall thereupon vacate his office, 
and‘no election shill be held for the purpose of 
electing a member m his place.” .
(4) • Sub-section (3)' shall be repealed.

- (5) In sub-section (4), for the words “ held 
under ” substitute the words “ referred to ”..

17. 172. ... In sub-section (1), paragraph (a) shall be omitted.
18. 196. In paragraph (e) (li) of sub-section (1) for all the

words,from “ the Government Agent” to “ so 
removed; ” , substitute the words “ that a by- 
election in accordance with the provisions of written 
law for the time being applicable in’ that behalf shall 
be held for the purpose of electing .a member in 
place of each member so removed ; ” .,

19. 205. . .- In sub-section (2), paragraph (as) shall be omitted.
20. 258. .. (1) The following new definition shall be inserted

immediately after the definition" Commissioner ” :—
‘ “ district ” means a revenue district;
(2) The. following new definition, shall be in

serted immediately after the definition “ Executive 
Committee ” :—

‘ “ Elections Officer ’’ means the Elections Officer 
of a district appointed under the provi
sions of written law for the time being 
applicable ip "that behalf and includes any 
Assistant Elections Officer so appointed ; ’.

(3) The following new definition shall be inserted 
' immediately after the definition “ Elections

Officer —
‘ “ first general election ” means a general 

election held for the purpose of electing 
the first members of an Urban Council to 
be constituted for a town- under this 
Ordinance ; ’.

21. First , The First Schedule shall be repealed.
Schedule. ‘

I. 6. .. (1) For the heading immediately above this
section, substitute the following new heading •_

“ Wards ” .
• (2) For the words “ electoral divisions” , sub

stitute the word “ wards ’ ’.
' (3) For the words “ electoral division ”, sub

stitute the word “ ward
(4) For the marginal note, substitute the follow

ing new marginal note :—
“ Wards” .

2. 7, 8, 9,10, Sections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 (inclusive) shall
11 and 12. be repealed. 1

■C. Town 
Councils 
Ordinance.
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Column I. Column II.
Section of 

Ordinance. Ordinance.
3. 13.

4. 14.

5. 15.

6. 16.

i 7. 17.

8. 18. _

Column III.

Amendments.
For this section, substitute tie following new 

section :—
First general 13. Where a Town Council is to be 
election of constituted for any town under this 
members. Ordinance, a general election in accor

dance with the provisions of written 
law for the time being applicable in 
that behalf shall be held for the 
purpose of electing the first members 
of the Council.

For all the words from “ under this Ordinance ” 
to “ any such Council,” , substitute the words 
“ under this Ordinance,” .

For all the words from “ Upon the completion ” 
to “ in the Order.” , substitute the words “ The 
term of office of a Town Council to be constituted 
for any town under this Ordinance shall commence 
on such date as the Governor may appoint by Order 
published in the Gazette.” .

For this section, substitute the following new 
section :—
Term of 16. The term of office of each
office of member elected at a general election 
mepnbers shall commence— 0
elected at (a) in the case of the first general 
the, first election, on the date appointed
and eaoh by the Governor under sec-
subsequent tion 15 ; and
general (6) in the case of any general
election. election subsequent to the

first general election, on the 
first day of January next 
succeeding the date of the 
election or on such other date 
as the Governor any appoint 
by Order published in the 

1 Gazette,
and shall expire on the thirty-first day 

' of December of the third year there- 
after or on the last day of such other 
month whether in that year or in the 
year immediately preceding or follow
ing that year as the Governor may 
appoint by Order published as afore
said.

For this section; substitute the following new 
Section :—
Subsequent 17. Where the term of office of the 
general members elected at the first or any
elections. subsequent general election of the

members of a Town Council is due to 
expire under section 16, a general 
election in accordance with the pro
visions of written law for the time 
bomg applicable m that behalf shall 
be held for the purpose of electing 
new members in place of such mem
bers.

(1) In sub-section (1)—
(а) in paragraph (a ), for the words “ the Govern

ment Agent,” , substitute the words “ the 
Elections Officer of the district in which 
the town for which the Council is con
stituted is situated,” ; and

(б) in paragraph (6), for the words “ the Govern
ment Agent,” , substitute the words “ such 
Elections Officer,” .

(2) For sub-section (2b substitute the following
new sub-section :—

“ (2) Any member of a Town Council who is 
absent without leave of phe Council from more 
than three consecutive' ordinary meetings of 
the Council shall ipso facto  vacate his office.” .
(3) In sub-section (3), for all the words from “ the 

Government Agent ” to “ such vacancy,” , sub
stitute the words “ a by-election in accordance 
with the provisions of written law for the time bemg 
applicable m that behalf shall, unless the Governor 
by Order published in the Gazette otherwise directs, 
be held for the purpose of filling up such vacancy,” .

9. 19. I . (1) The heading immediately above this section
shall be omitted.

(2) For this section, substitute the following new 
section :—
Election for 19. No person shall bo entitled to 
more than be elected a member for more than 
one ward, one ward of a town, and m the event 

of any person being so elected, the 
Elections Officer of the district in
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.
D. The Public 1. 

Bodies 
(Prevention 
of Corrup
tion) Ordi
nance.

2.

which the town is situated shall forth
with, by notice in writing served upon 

' such person, call upon him to declare,
within seven days from the date of 
service', for which ward he desires to be 
a member, and in default of such 
declaration being made, the Elections 
Officer may himself determine for 
which ward he is to be a member; 
and upon such declaration or deter
mination, as the case may be, being 
made, such person shall ipso  fa c to  
vacate his seat as a member for any 
other ward of the town, and the v- 
provisions of section 18 (3) shall 
thereupon apply.

20. .. Section 20 shall be repealed.
21. .." Section 21 shall be repealed and the heading 

' immediately above that section shall be omitted.
22. .. Section 22 shall be repealed.
23. .. Section 23 shall be repealed and the heading

immediately above that section shall be omitted.
24. 25, 26 Sections 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29 (inclusive) shall

27,28 be repealed. * '
and 29

20. .. (1) In the heading immediately above this
section, for the words “ electoral divisions” , sub
stitute the Word “ wards

(2) For the wordselectoral divisions” , sub
stitute the word “ wards ” ,

(3) In the marginal note, for the words “ electoral , 
division ” , substitute the word “ ward ” .

31 . .. (1) For the’ words “ electoral divisions ” wher- .
ever they occur collectively in this section, sub
stitute the word “ wards ” .

(2) In sub-section (1)—
(а) for all the .words from “ that division ” to

“ Ordinance : ” , substitute the words “ that 
ward shall thereupon vacate his office and 
a by-election in accordane with the pro
visions of written law for the time being 

- , applicable m that behalf shall be held in
that ward for the purpose of filling up 
such vacancy : ” ; and

(б) in the proviso, for the words “ electoral list
of the division ” , substitute the word 
“ ward ” .

(3) In sub-section ( 2 a )—■
(а) for the words “ electoral division ” , sub

stitute the word “ ward ” ; and
(б) for' the word “ division ” , substitute the

word “ ward ” .
(4) Sub-section (3) shall be repealed.

197. .. In paragraph (e) (ii) of sub-section (1), for all
the. words from “ the Government Agent ” to “ so 
removed;” , substitute the-words “ that a by- 
election inaccordance with the provisions of written 
law for the time being applicable in that behalf 
shall be held for the purpose of electing a member 
in place of each member so removed ;

206. .. In sub-section (2), paragraph (a) shall be omitted.
259. .. (1) The following new definition shall be inserted

immediately after the definiti on “ Commissioner ” :—
‘ “ district ” means a revenue district; ’.
(2) The following new definition shall lie inserted 

immediately after the definition “ Executive Com
mittee ” :—

‘ “ Elections Officer ” means the Elections Officer 
of a district appointed under the pro- 

- visions of written law for the time being 
applicable m that behalf and includes any 
Assistant Elections Officer so appointed ;

(3) The following new definition shall be inserted 
immediately after the definition, “ Elections 
Officer ”

‘ “ first general election” means a general 
election held for the purpose of electing 
the first members of a Town Council to be 
constituted for a town under this Ordi
nance ; ’.

First The First Schedule shall be repealed.
Schedule.
5. .. In sub-section (2), for the words “ be incapable ” -

to the end of that sub-section, substitute the 
words “ be disqualified from being registered as a 
voter or from voting at any election of members of 
any public body or from being elected, nominated 
or appointed, or from sitting or voting, as a member 
of any public body.” .

6. .. In the definition “ public body ” , for the words
“ Urban Council,” , substitute the words “ Urban 
Council, Town Council,” .

B 5
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Village Com

munities 
Ordinance.

E IG H T H  S C H E D U L E ,
(Section 90).

Column II. Column III.
Section of
Ordinance. Amendments.
1. 5 . .. (1) For paragraph (a) of the proviso to subsec

tion (1), substitute the following new paragraph :— 
“ (a) no inhabitant of any such urban area shall 

be qualified to vote at any election of a 
member of the Village Committee of that 
village area, or to be elected or to sit or to 
vote as a member of such Committee ;

(2) For paragraph (a) of sub-section (2), subs
titute the following new paragraph :—

“ (a) no inhabitant of such town or village shall 
be qualified to vote at any election of a 
member of the Village Committee of any 
village area, or to be elected, or to sit or to 

' vote as a member of such Committee ;
2. 8. .. For this section, substitute the following new

section:—
Village 8. A Village Committee in accord-
Committee ance with the provisions of this 
to be con- Ordinance shall be constituted for 
stituted for each village area, 
each village 
area.

3. 9 and 10 Sections 9 and 10 shall be repealed.
4. 12. .. For this section, substitute the following new

section :—
First 12. Where a Village Committee is
genoral to be constituted for any village area 
election of under this Ordinance, a general elec- 
members. tion in accordance with the provisions 

of writton law for the time being 
applicable in that behalf shall be held 
for the purpose of electing the first 

,  members of the Committee.
5. 13. .. For this section, substitute the following new

section:—

6.
7.

Commence- 13. The term of office of a Village 
ment of Committee to be constituted for any
term of village area under this Ordinance
office of shall commence on such date as the 
Village Governor may appoint by'Order pub- 
Committee lished in the Gazette. S\ich date shall 
and date of be deemed to be the date of the con- 
constitution stitution of the Committee for all 
of such Com- the purposes of this Ordinance, and 
mittees. the Committee shall be deemed to be 

duly constituted on that date not
withstanding that a member has not 
been elected for any ward of that area. 

14, 15, Sections 14, 15 and 16 (inclusive) shall be repealed,
and 16.

17. .. For this section, substitute the following new
section:—
Term of 17. (1) The term of office of each 
office of the meirfber of a Village Committee 
members elected at a general election shall 
elected at commence—
the first (a) in the case of the first general
and each election, on the date specified

' subsequent by the Governor by Order
general under section 13 ; and
election. (6) in the case of any general election 

subsequent to the first general. 
* election, on the first day of

July next succeeding the date 
of the election or on such 
other. date as the Governor 
may appoint by Order 
published in the Gazette.

(2) (a ) The term of office of each 
member of a Vdlage Committee elected 
at the first or any subsequent general 
election shall expire on the last day of 
June of the third year after such 
election.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of paragraph (a ), the Governor may, 
as respects any Village Committee, by 
Order published in th 3 Gazette, substi
tute for the date specified in that 
paragraph the last day of any other 
month, whether in the year so specified 
or in the year immediately preceding 
or following that year, but so that the 
period by which the term of office of 
the Committee is extended or curtailed 
by the Order shall not exceed eighteen 
months.
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8. 18. .. For this section, substitute the following new

. section :—
Subsequent 18. Where the term of office of the 
general members elected at the first or any 
elections. subsequent general election is due to 

expire under section 17, a general 
election m accordance with the pro
visions of written law for the time 
being applicable in that behalf shall be 
held for the purpose of electing new 
members m place of such members.

9. 19. .. For this section, substitute the following new
section :— -
Vacation of 19. Any member of a Village Corn- 
office by mittee who is absent without leave of 
operation the Committee from more than three 
of law. consecutive meetings of the Committee 

shall ipso fa c to  vacate his office.
10. 20. .. For this section, substitute the following new

section :—
Refusal or 20. Where any person who is 
resignation elected as a member of a Village Com- 
of office. mittee decides for any reason not to 

serve as a member thereof, he may 
relinquish the office—

(а) by a written communication of
his refusal of office to the 
Elections Officer of the dis- 

■ trict in which the village area 
for which the Committee is 
constituted is situated, at any 
time before the date fixed fojj 
the first meeting of the Com
mittee to be held after his 
election ; or

(б) by a written communication of
his resignation of office to 
such Elections Officer, cither 
direct or through the Chair
man, at any time after such 
first meeting.

11. 21. .. (1) For all the words from “ Village Committee
dying,” to “ section 62 (a ) ,” , substitute the words 
“ Village Committee dying, or vacating his office 
by virtue of the provisions of section 19,” .
(2) For all the words and figures from “ the Govern
ment Agent ” to “ sections 14, 15 and 16 substi
tute the words “ a by-election, m accordance with 
the provisions of written law for the time being 
applicable in that behalf shall, unless the Governor 
by Order published in the Gazette otherwise directs, 
be held for the purpose of filling up such vacancy

12. 22. .. For this section, substitute the following new
section :—
Election for 22. No person shall be entitled to be 
more than elected as a member for more than one 
one ward, ward of a village area, and in the event 

of any person being so elected, the 
the Elections Officer of th district 
in which the area is situaeed shall 
forthwith, by notice in writmtg served 
upon such person, call upon him to 
declare, within seven days from the 
date of service, for which ward he 
desires to be a member, and in default 
of such declaration being made, the 
Elections Officer may himself deter
mine for which ward he is to be a 
member; and upon such declaration 
or determination, as the case may be, 
bemg made, such person shall ip so  
fa cto  vacate his seat as a member for 
any other ward, and the provisions of 
section 21 shall thereupon apply.

13. 23 and Sections 23 and 24 shall be repealed.
24.

14. 41a . . . In sub-section (1), for all the words from “ it
becomes necessary ” to the end of that sub-section, 
substitute the following :—

“ it becomes necessary to elect the first members 
of the Village Committee to be. constituted for 
that area, a general election in accordance with 
the provisions of written law for the time bemg 
applicable in that behalf may bo held before the 
specified date for the purpose of electing such 
members, and for the purposes of such election— 
(a) every village headman’s division in that town 

or village shall, subject to any sub-
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division or amalgamation made by noti
fication under section 11, be deemed to be 
a ward of the village area ;

(6) electoral lists in accordance with the provi
sions of written law aforesaid may be 
prepared for the wards of such village 
area ;

(c) every porson who is qualified under the 
provisions of written law aforesaid shall be 
entitled to vote at such election ; and

(d) every person who is qualified under the provi
sions of written law aforesaid shall be 
entitled to stand for election and to be 
elected as a member of the Village Com
mittee.

Section 57 shall be repealed.
In sub-section (1), paragraphs (a) and (6) shall 

be omitted.
In paragraph (d) (ii), for all the words from “ the 

Government Agent ” to the end of that paragraph, 
substitute the words “ that a general election in 
accordance with the provisions of written law for 
the time being applicable in that behalf shall be 
held- for the purpose of electing a fresh Committee 
or direct the Government Agent to administer the 
affairs of that area for such period as may be speoi- 

, fled in the Order.” .
In paragraph (a), for all the words from “ the 

office of Chairman, ” to the end of that paragraph, 
substitute the words “ the office of Chairman ;

(lj The followmg new definition shall be inserted 
immediately after the definition co-operative 

- society ” :—
‘ “ district means a revenue district;
“ Elections Officer ” means the Elections Officer 

of a district appointed under the pro
visions of written law for the time being 
applicable in that behalf and includes any 
Assistant Elections Officer so appointed

(2) The following new definition shall be inserted 
immediately after the definition “ Executive Com
mittee ” :—

‘ “ first general election ” means a general election 
held for the purposes of electing the first 
members of a Village Committee to be 
.constituted for a village area under this 
Ordinance.’.

15. 57.
16. 59.

17. 61.

18t 62.

19. 129.

Objects and Reasons.

A  feature o f elections to local bodies in recent years has been 
the large-scale impersonation o f voters and the unsatisfactory  
manner in which such elections have been conducted. The  
absence o f a central authority responsible for the conduct o f  
such elections and the unsatisfactory m ethod o f voting  
prescribed b y  law have largely been responsible for this  
regrettable state o f affairs. I t  is fe lt ‘ that in the public 
interest immediate steps should be taken' to  prevent im 
personations at elections and to  ensure that elections are 
conducted in an orderly and efficient m anner." The object o f  
this Bill is, therefore to enact a new body o f law applicable to  
elections to Municipal Councils, Urban Councils, Town  
Councils and ^Village Committees.

2 . Power is to be taken to enable the Governor to bring 
the new law into operation on such date as he m ay appoint 
b y  Proclamation-published in the Gazette. "T h e  new law  is to  
apply to every Municipal Council, Urban Council and Tow n  
Council with effect from that date, and to a Village Committee 
with effect from  such date as the Governor m ay  apply such 
law  to  that Committee b y  Order published in the Gazette. 
(Clauses 1 and 2).

f  3. The conduct o f elections under the new law  is to  be  
placed in the charge o f a central authority to  be called th e  
Commissioner o f Elections who is to be appointed b y  the  
Governor. The Commissioner is to be assisted b y  Assistant 
Commissioners o f Elections, Elections Officers and Assistant 
Elections Officers, all o f whom are to be appointed b y  the 
Governor. (Clauses 4 and 5).

4 . Electoral lists are to be prepared for the purposes o f  
every general election, and, except in the case o f village areas, 
are to  be subject to  annual revision. The authority  
responsible for the preparation and revision o f electoral lists 
is to be the Elections Officer o f the district in which the area 
to  which the lists relate is situated. (Part I I I .) .
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5. The authority responsible for the proceedings relating  
to the nomination o f candidates for election is to  be the  
returning officer appointed for the purposes o f such election 
b y  the Elections Officer o f  the district in which the election  
is to  be held. (Clause 28): A  candidate will be required 
to make his deposit with the returning officer before 1 p .m . 
on the day immediately preceding nom ination day and to  
obtain a receipt from the returning officer acknowledging  
the paym ent. The receipt will have to  be attached to  the  
first nomination paper delivered on behalf o f the candidate 
on nomination day. (Clause 32).

6. The returning officer o f a ward is to  be the authority  
responsible for the conduct o f the polling at any election 
for that ward. H e will have the assistance o f  presiding 
officers appointed b y  him for each polling station. (Clause 41).

7. The present practice o f allotting a coloured ballot box  
to each candidate at each polling station is to  be abandoned 
and only one ballot box placed within sight of the presiding 
officer is to  be used at each polling station. (Clause 52).

8. A  voter is to  be provided with a ballot paper on which 
the name o f  each candidate is specified in English, Sinhalese 
and Tam il, and will be required to place a m ark against 
the name o f the candidate for whom he desires to vote and to  
insert the ballot paper in the ballot box. (Clause 54). Com 
partments are to be provided in each polling station to  enable 
a voter to m ark his ballot paper in secrecy. (Clause 45). 
Power is to be taken to  enable a presiding officer to  mark 
the ballot paper o f a voter who makes a declaration to  the 
effect that he is unable to  read. (Clause 55).

9. The penalty for the offence o f personation is to be 
rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year 
or both such imprisonment 'and a fine not exceeding one 
thousand rupees. (Clause 78b

S. W . R . D . B a n d a r a n a ik e ,
Minister for Local Administration.

Colombo, M ay 31, 1946.
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