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M I N U T E .

T h e  f o l l o w in g  D r a f t  o f  a  p r o p o s e d  O r d in a n c e  is  p u b lis h e d  f o r  
g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n :—

L.D.—O. 27/46.—M.L.A.—BA 657

An Ordinance to make special provision for the conduct of polls 
at the general elections of members of Municipal Councils 
due to be held in the year 1946, and at by-elections of such 
members held thereafter.

B E  it  enacted b y  the G overnor o f  Ceylon, w ith  the advice  
and consent o f  the State Council thereof, as fo llow s :—

1. ■ This Ordinance m ay  be  cited  as the M unicipal C ouncils Short title. 
(Conduct o f  Polls) Ordinance, N o. o f  1946s

2. This Ordinance shall apply  to  every  general e lection  o f  Application of 
m em bers o f  an y  M unicipal Council due to  be h e ld  in  th e  year Ordinance. 
1946 and to  every  by -e lection  o f  a m em ber o f  an y  such C ouncil
held thereafter.

3. In  the case o f  every  election  to  which th is O rdinance 
applies, the C olom bo M unicipal Council (Constitution) 
Ordinance (hereinafter referred to  as the “  principal 
Ordinance ” ) shall h ave e ffect as i f  there had been  om itted  
from  th at Ordinance the provisions, and all references to  the 
provisions, w hereby—

(a) colours are requ ired  to  be allotted to  the several 
candidates at a contested  election  ;

(&) the colours so a llo tted  are required to be specified in  any  
notice to  b e  pu blish ed  or exhibited under that la w ;

(c) one ba llot b o x  fo r  each  candidate, being a  b o x  o f  the
colour a llotted  to  him , is  required to  be  p rov ided  in 
each com partm ent o f  a  polling s ta t io n ;

(d ) the form  o f  th e  ba llot paper to  be used is prescribed  or
required to  be  prescribed ;

(e) each voter is requ ired  to  p lace his ba llot paper in  the
ballot b o x  o f  th e  colour allotted to  th e  candidate 
w hom  he prefers ; and

( / )  a presiding officer o r  a person acting under th e  au th ority  
o f  such officer is required or authorised to  g ive 
assistance to  a voter to  enable him  to  v o te  o r  to  
explain  to  a v o ter  the m ethod  o f  votin g  ;

Special
provisions as to 
ballot boxes, 
form of ballot 
paper and 
manner of 
voting.

Cap. 194.

and as i f  the fo llow in g  provisions had been inserted in  the 
appropriate con texts in  th e  principal Ordinance, n am ely  :—

(1) Immediately before the commencement of the poll, Ballot boxes, 
the presiding officer shall show the ballot box unlocked and 
empty to such persons as may be present at the polling 
station so that they may see that it is empty, and shall then 
lock it up and place his seal upon it in such manner as to 
prevent its being opened except by breaking the seal, shall 
place it in his view for the receipt of ballot papers, and shall 
keep it so locked and sealed.
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Form of ballot 
paper.

Manner of 
voting.

Directions for, 
the guidance of 
voters in voting.

Assistance to 
voters to enable 
them to vote.

Special
provisions as to 
rejection of 
ballot papers.

Special , 
provisions as to 
personation. 

.Cap. 15.
i

Interpretation.

(2) E very  ba llo t paper shall be substantially in the form  
set out in  the F irst Schedule, and—

(a) shall set o u t the fu ll names o f  the several candidates 
in  th e  alphabetica l order o f  their surnames, or, 
in  the case o f  candidates having no surnames, in the 
alphabetica l order o f  the nam es b y  which they are 
ord inarily  know n, the order in  w hich the names o f  
an y  tw o  or  m ore candidates having the same surname 
or ord inarily  know n b y  the same name are to  be 
arranged in  relation to  each other being determ ined 
b y  th e  alphabetical order o f  their first names, and 
the alphabetica l order for any  o f  the purposes o f  
th is sub-paragraph being the alphabetical order o f  
nam es as w ritten  in English ;

.(6) shall b e  capable o f  being fo lded  u p ;
(c) shall h ave a num ber printed on  the back  ; and
(d) shall h ave attached  a counterfoil w ith  the sam e1

n um ber printed on  the face.
(3) E v e ry  v o te r , on  receiving the ballot paper, shall 

forth w ith  p ro ce e d  in to the com partm ent to  which he is 
d irected  b y  th e  presiding officer or any  person acting under 
th at officer ’s authority  and there secretly m ark the ballot 
paper as near as m ay be in  accordance with the directions 
g iven  fo r  th e  guidance o f  voters under this Ordinance' an d  
fo ld  up the b a llo t paper so as to conceal his vote , and shall 
th en  sh ow  to  th e  presiding officer the back  o f  the paper, 
so  as to  d isclose the official mark, and put th e  ballot paper,, 
so fo ld e d  u p , in to  the ballot box  in the presence o f  the 
presiding officer.

(4) D uring the taking o f  the poll, the presiding officer shall 
cause to  be  ex h ib ited  outside his polling station and in  e v ery - 
com partm ent thereof, a  notice, in  E nglish  and Sinhalese 
and T am il, substantially  in  the form  .set ou t in  the Second

• Schedule, g iv ing  directions for the guidance o f  voters in 
voting.

(5) (a) T h e  presiding officer, or  any  person authorised 
b y  the presid ing officer, shall, on  the application  o f  any 
voter, exp la in  to  the voter, in the presence o f  the polling, 
agents o f  th e  candidates i f  present, the m ethod  o f  voting 
specified  in  th e  directions under paragraph (4), but in so 
doing he shall carefully  abstain from  an y  action which, 
m ight b e  construed  b y  the voter as advice  or a  direction 
to  v o te  fo r  an y  particular candidate.

(6) T h e presiding officer, on the application  o f  an y  voter 
w ho {s,in capacita ted  b y  blindness or other physical cause 
from  votin g  in  accordance with the directions under para­
graph (4) or S f  any  voter who states that he is unable to 
read or  to  v o te  as aforesaid, shall, in the presence o f  the 
polling  agents o f  the candidates i f  present, m ark the ballot 
paper o f  such v oter  in the manner directed by  the v o te r - 
and shall cause such ballot paper to  be  p laced  in the ballot 
b ox .

4. A t  the counting o f  the votes at any  election  to  which 
this Ordinance applies—

(1) the fo llow in g  shall, in addition to  the grounds specified
in  the principal Ordinance, be  grounds on w hich a 
ba llot paper shall be rejected b y  the returning officer,, 
n a m e ly :—
(d) th at v otes fo r  m ore than one candidate have been 

■ g iven  on that ballot paper,,
(6) th at the ba llot paper is v o id  fo r  uncertainty, and

1 (c) that the ballot paper is unmarked ;
(2) w here th e  returning officer is satisfied th at an y  mark

m ade on  a ba llot paper clearly indicates the intention
■ ■ o f  the voter  to  g ive  his v ote  and th e  candidate for 

w h om  h e gives his vote, the returning officer shall 
. n o t re je ct the b a llo t paper on  the ground solely  that 

it  has n o t been  m arked in  a ll respects in  accordance 
w ith  th e  directions given for  th e/gu idance o f  voters 
u nder th e  provisions o f  this O rdinance.

5. In  th e  case o f  every  election  to  w hich  this Ordinance 
applies, ev ery  person  w ho is convicted  b y  a  com petent court 
o f  th e  o ffen ce o f  personation  within th e  m eaning o f  Chapter 
I X a  o f  th e  R enal C ode shall, notwithstanding anything in  that 
Chapter, b e  liab le  to  rigorous im prisonm ent fo r  a term  n ot 
exceed ing  on e year or to  a fine o f  n ot less than  tw o hundred 

- and fifty  rupees an d  n ot m ore than one thousand rupees or  to
both  such  im prisonm ent and such fine.

6. In  th is O rdinance, the expressions “  presiding officer ”  1 
and “  v o ter  ”  shall have the same m eaning as in  the principal- 
Ordinance.
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F I R S T  S C H E D U L E .
F orm  o f  ballot paper.

Front Of ballot paper.

Counterfoil
No.

Note:
The counterfoil 

is to have a num­
ber to correspond 
with that on the 
back of the ballot 
paper.

No.:
Election for the

3*
3*

3  
3* i. 
3?
3?
3*
3? 2- 
3?
35

i s .
3*
3*
3* 4.
35
*
3t 6.
3*
3?

Mark of voter
■ Name of candidate (also in

(also in Sinhalese
Sinhalese and Tamil) ' and Tamil)

Cassie Lebbe ABDEL RAHI- 
MAN
(also m Sinhalese and 

Tamil)
Mohamed ABDUL RAHI- 

MAN
(also in Sinhalese and 

Tamil
Mudiyanselage DON ELARIS 

(also in Sinhalese and •
Tamil)

Edwin FOENANDER
(also m Sinhalese and 

Tamil)
Canagasabai PONNIAH 

(also in Sinhalese and 
Tamil)

Back of ballot paper.

ward of the town of
Directions as to printing ballot paper.

(Not to be reproduced in the ballot paper).
Nothing is to be printed on the ballot paper except in accordance' 

with this Schedule.
The full name of each candidate shall be printed in English and 

Sinhalese and Tamil.
The number on the back of the ballot paper shall be printed in 

small characters, and shall be the same as the number on the face of 
the counterfoil.

S E C O N D  S C H E D U L E .
F orm  o f  d irections fo r  the guidance o f  a  voter  in  voting, 

which shall be exh ib ited  outside every polling station 
an d  in  every  com partm ent o f  every  polling 

- station.
A  voter may vote for only one candidate.

A  voter will go into one o f the compartments, and mark a cross; 
in the space provided tor the purpose on the right-hand side 
o f  the ballot paper, opposite the name o f  the candidate fo r  
whom he votes, thus x

The voter will then fold up the ballot paper so as to show; the 
official mark on the back, and leaving the compartment will,, 
without showing the front o f  the paper to any person, show 
•the official mark on the hack to the presiding officer, pUt 
the paper into the ballot box, and forthwith quit the pollmg. 
station.

I f  the voter inadvertently spoils a ballot paper, he can return 
it to the presiding officer, who will, i f  satisfied o f such 
inadvertence, give him another paper. i

I f  the voter votes for more than, one candidate, or places any 
mark on the paper by  which he may be afterwards identified,, 
his ballot paper will be rejected, and will not be counted.

Objects and Reasons.
In  order to  m eet th e  dem and for a reform  in  the procedure 

follow ed  a t elections o f  m em bers o f  local authorities, a v e r y  
elaborate B ill consisting o f  90 Clauses and 8 Schedules has 
been  prepared and published. In  v iew  o f  its size and 
im portance, and the contentious nature o f  som e o f  th e  p rov i­
sions it contains, how ever, .the passage o f  that B ill through 
th e  State C ouncil w ill p roba b ly  take som e tim e. B u t there 
seem s to  be  a general desire that any reform s th at are intended, 
to  deal w ith  such serious abuses as im personation  or the 
sale o f  ba llot papers shou ld  take effect before the date o f  the 
general elections o f  the M unicipal Councils o f  C olom bo,, 
K an d y  and Galle, th a t are due to  be held a t the en d  o f  this 
year. I t  is therefore proposed in  this B ill, as a 'te m p o ra ry  
measure, that in  the case o f  every  such general election  an d  
o f  every by -e lection  o f  a m em ber o f  any  such Council held, 
thereafter—

(а) the present m eth od  o f  votin g  which consists in  placing
unm arked b a llo t papers in one or  other o f  several 
co loured  b a llo t boxes k ept in secret com partm ents, 
sh ou ld  be rep laced  b y  a  system  under w hich  ballot 
papers w ill be  m arked in secret and then placed 
in  a single ba llot b o x  in  the presence o f  th e ' presiding 
officer and

(б) the pen a lty  fo r  the offence io f personation should be
rigorous im prisonm ent for  a term  n o t exceeding  one 
year o r  to  a  fine o f  n ot less than tw o  hundred a n d  
fifty  rupees an d  n ot m ore than on e thousand rupees 
or to  both  such im prisonm ent and such fine.

S. W . R . D . B a n d a r a n a i k e , 
M inister for L ocal A dm inistration .

C olom bo, J u ly  8 ,1 9 4 6 .

P R I N T E D  A T  THE CR I L O N  G O V E R N M E N T  P R E S S ,  C O L O M B O .


