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DRAFT ORDINANCES.

MINUTE.
The following Draft o f a proposed Ordinance is published for 

general inform ation:—
L. D.— 0  21/45.

An Ordinance to amend the Vagrants Ordinance.
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice 

and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Vagrants (Amend- Short title, 

ment) Ordinance, No. of 1946.
2. Section 2 5  of the Vagrants Ordinance is hereby amended Amendment of 

in the definition of “ probation officer ”, by the substitution, section 25
for the words “ section 326a  of the Criminal Procedure Code ”, ° aF' " ’’
of the words “ the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, No. 42 
of 1944. ”

O b j e c t s  a n d  R e a s o n s .

In section 25 of the Vagrants Ordinance (Cap. 26), a 
“ probation officer ” is defined as a person appointed as a 
probation officer under the provisions of section 326a  of the 
Criminal Procedure Code (Cap. 16). Probation officers are 
now appointed under the Probation of Offenders Ordinance,
No. 42 of 1944. The object of this Bill is to make the necessary 
consequential amendment in the definition of “ probation 
officer ” in the principal Ordinance.

A. Mah adeva ,
Colombo, 3rd December, 1946. Minister for Home Affairs.

MINUTE.
The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for 

general information:—
L. D .-  O 20/45.

An Ordinance to amend the Payment of Fines 
(Courts of Summary Jurisdiction) Ordinance,

No. 49 of 1938.
BE it enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice 

and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows :—
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Payment of Fines 

(Courts of Summary Jurisdiction) Amendment Ordinance, 
No. of 1946.

2. Section 7 of the Payment of Fines (Courts of Summary 
Jurisdiction) Ordinance, No. 49 of 1938, is hereby amended 
in sub-section (1) thereof, by the substitution, for the words 
“ Chapter XXVI of the Criminal Procedure Code ” of the 
words “ the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, No. 42 of 
1944 ”.

O b j e c t s  a n d  R e a s o n s .

Section 7 of the Payment of Fines (Courts oi Summary 
Jurisdiction) Ordinance, No. 49 of 1938, refers to probation 
officers appointed under Chapter XXVI. of the Criminal 
Procedure Code (Chapter 16). These officers are now appoin
ted under the Probation of Offenders Ordinance, No. 42 of 
1944. The object of this Bill is to make the necessary 
consequential amendment in the principal Ordinance.

Short title.

Amendment of 
section 7 of 
the Payment 
of Fmes 
(Courts of 
Summary 
Jurisdiction) 
Ordinance,
No. 49 of 
1938.

A. M a h a d e v a ,
Colombo, 3rd December, 1946. Minister for Home Affairs,
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MINUTE.
The following Draft of a proposed Ordinance is published for 

general information1—
L. V .— O. GO/4-5.

An Ordinance to amend the Education Ordinance,
No. 31 of 1939.

BE it enacted by the Governor of Qeylon, with the advice 
and consent of the State Council thereof, as follows .

Short title.

Amendment of 
Part II of 
Ordinance 
No. 31 of 1939.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Education 
(Amendment) Ordinance, No. of 1946.

2. Part II of the Education Ordinance, No. 31 of 1939, 
(hereinafter referred to as “ the principal Ordinance ”), is 
hereby amended as follows :—

(1) by the substitution, for the heading “ ADVISORY
BODIES AND COMMITTEES, CENTRAL AND 
LOCAL.”, of the following heading :—

“ ADVISORY AND EXECUTIVE 
BODIES.” ;

and
(2) by the insertion, immediately after section 12, of the

following new sections which shall have effect as 
sections 1 2 a , 1 2 b , 1 2 c , 1 2 d , 1 2 e , and 1 2 f ,
respectively, in that Part:—

Establishment 
of Examinations 
Council.

Functions of
Examinations
Council.

Meetings, 
appointment 
of members, 
and tenure 
and vacation 
of office by- 
members, of 
Examinations 
Council.

“ The Examinations Council.

12a . There shall be established an Examinations 
Council consisting of the Director and of the 
proscribed number of members appointed by the 
Governor.

12b . The Examinations Council shall be an 
executive body and shall organise and conduct 
such examinations as may be determined by the 
Executive Committee.

12c. The provisions of sections 7 and 8 as to 
meetings, appointment of members, tenure of office, 
and vacation of office shall apply to the Examinations 
Council and the members thereof in like manner 
as if every reference in those provisions to the Board 
or to members of the Board were a reference to the 
Examinations Council or to members thereof.

Establishment 
o f  Educational Research 
Council.

Functions of 
Educational 
Research 
Council.

Meetings, 
appointment 
of members, 
and tenure 
and vacation 
o f office by 
members, of 
Educational 
Research 
Council.

The Educational Research Council.

12d. There shall be established an Educational 
Research Council consisting of the Director and of 
the prescribed number of members appointed by 
the Governor.

12e . The Educational Research Council shall be 
an executive body and shall direct and promote 
research in educational theory and practice and 
investigations and experiments with a view to the 
improvement of the methods of teaching.

12f. The provisions of sections 7 and 8 as to 
meetings, appointment of members, tenure of office, 
and vacation of office shall apply to the Educational 
Research Council and the members thereof in like 
manner as if every reference in those provisions to 
the Board or to members of the Board were a 
reference to the Educational Research Council or 
to members thereof.”

Amendment of 
section 28 of 
the principal 
Ordmance.

Replacement, of 
section 2!) o f  
the principal 
Ordinance.

Religious
instruction.

3. Section 28 of the principal Ordinance is hereby 
amended by the addition, at the end thereof, of the following 
proviso :—

Provided however that, during such period as may be 
prescribed, an applicant may be refused admission into 
any Assisted school on the ground that there are no 
facilities at the school for teaching him through the 
medium of the language through which he is by regulation 

' -made under this Ordmance required to be taught. ”

4. Section 29 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed 
and the following section substituted therefor

29. (1) Subject as hereinafter provided, instruction in
the religion of the parent of each pupil in a Government 
school shall bo given to that pupil, as part of his course of 
studies! in the school, by a person who is an adherent of 
that religion and who has been approved by the Director ;
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Provided however that—
(a) instruction in a particular religion need not be given

in a Government school where there are not more 
than fifteen pupils whose parents are of that 
religion, and

( b ) attendance of a pupil at any instruction in, or any
worship or observance connected with, the religion 
of his parent shall not be required or permitted 
if the parent has voluntarily made a written 
request to the principal of the school to exempt 
the pupil from such attendance.

(2) The principal or any person for the time being in 
charge of a Government school or an Assisted school shall 
not require or permit a pupil of the school to attend, in 
the school or in any hostel of the school or in any chapel or 
place of worship situated within the premises of the school, 
any instruction in, or any worship or observance connected 
with, a religion which is not the religion of the parent of 
the pupil.

(3) The time for any instruction in, or for any worship 
or observance connected with, any religion at a meeting 
of a Govermnent school or an Assisted school shall be at 
the beginning or at the end or at the beginning and the end 
of such meeting, and shall be specified in a time table 
approved by the Director and kept permanently and 
conspicuously affixed in every classroom of the school.

(4) For the purposes of this section—
(a) the definition of “ parent ” in section 50 shall not 

apply, and
(ib) the religion of the parent of a pupil shall be 

determined in accordance with the following 
provisions :—
(i) where the father of the pupil, being of sound

mind, makes a declaration of his religion 
that religion shall be deemed to be the 
religion of the parent of the pupil;

(ii) where, in the absence of the declaration
referred to in the preceding paragraph (i), 
the mother of the pupil, being of sound 
mind, makes a declaration of her religion, 
that religion shall be deemed to be the 
religion of the parent of the pupil;

(iii) in any case other than that referred to in any
of the preceding paragraphs (i) and (ii), 
the religion which any person having 
legal or actual control of the pupil declares 
to be the pupil’s religion shall be deemed 
to be the religion of the parent of the pupil.

(5) In the case of any Assisted school, the Director may, 
for the breach of any of the provisions of this section, 
withhold or refuse to pay any such grant from State funds 
as may be payable to the manager of the school or remove 
the school from the list of registered schools.”

5. Section 30 of the principal Ordinance is hereby repealed.

6. Section 31 of the principal Ordinance is hereby 
amended as follows :—■

(1) by the substitution, for sub-section (1) of that section, 
of the following sub-section :—

Bo peal of 
section SO o f 
the principal 
Ordinance.
Amendment of 
section 31 of 
the prinoipal 
Ordinance.

“ (1) The Director may appoint as the manager 
of an Assisted school any person recommended in 
writing by the proprietor of the school.” ;

(2) by the insertion, immediately after sub-section (3) of 
that section, of the following new sub-sections :—

“  (3a ) The Director may suspend or remove 
from office the manager of an Assisted school 
either of the Director’s own motion or upon a 
written request made in that behalf by the proprietor 
of the school.

(3b ) Where the proprietor of an Assisted school' 
makes a written request to the Director to suspend 
or remove from office the manager of the school, 
the Director may, for reasons to be stated by him 
in writing and communicated to the proprietor, 
refuse to suspend or remove the manager from 
office. ” ;

and
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(3) in sub-section (4) o f  that section, by  the substitution, 
for the words “  recom mendation o f  the proprietor.” , 
o f  the following :—

“  recom m endation o f  the proprietor, or refusing 
to suspend or rem ove the manager from  office. ” .

'7. Section 32 o f  the principal Ordinance is hereby am ended 
in sub-section (2) thereof as follow s :

(1) under the heading “  I .— Education. ” —

(а) b y  the substitution, for paragraph (a), o f  the 
follow ing paragraph

“  (a) the establishment, taking over, transfer, 
continuance, discontinuance, grading, 
staff, and equipm ent o f  schools, inclu 
ding nursery schools fo r  the education  
o f  children who have n ot atta ined the 
age o f  five years, schools fo r  the 
education o f  blind, deaf, defective, or 
epileptic children, and schools in any 
sanatorium for the reception  o f  pupils 
and teachers from  schools in epidem ic- 
stricken areas ; ”  ;

(б) by  the insertion, im m ediately after paragraph (6), 
o f  the follow ing new paragraph :—

“  (6a) the prohibition o f  the registration o f  
' schools, after a prescribed date, for  the

purpose o f  receiving grants from  State 
funds ; ” ;

(c) by  the insertion, im m ediately a fter paragraph (c), 
o f  the follow ing new paragraphs :—

“  (ca) the language through the m edium  o f  ' 
which instruction shall be g iven  in any 
olass in any s c h o o l;

(c6) the classification o f  pupils oth er than 
those attending unaided schools, and 
their assignment to  classes or schools, 
according to  their p roficiency  and 
aptitude ;

(d) in paragraph (g), b y  the substitution, for  the 
w ords “ free meals and free books ” , o f  the 
w ords “ free meals, free clothes, and free 
books

(e) b y  the substitution, for paragraph ( j ) ,  o f  the 
follow ing paragraph :—

“  (j )  the qualifications, period  o f  training, 
salaries, appointm ent, registration, 
grading, suspension, and rem oval o f  
te a ch e rs ; ” ,

and

( / )  in paragraph (o), by  the substitution, fo r  all the 
w ords from  “  child betw een the ages ”  to  

, “  residing ” , o f  the follow ing :—

“  ch ild  n ot less than five and not m ore than 
sixteen years o f  age residing

(2) under the heading “  I I .— Training o f  Teachers. ” , b y  
the substitution, fo r  paragraph (a), o f  the follow ing  
p a ra gra p h :—  •

“  (a) the establishm ent, taking over, transfer, conti
nuance, discontinuance, staff, and equipm ent 

■ o f, and the control o f  the adm ission o f  students
in to , training schools for teachers ;

and

(3) under, the heading “  IV .— General. ” —

(а) b y  the substitution, for paragraph (a), o f  the 
follow ing paragraph :—■

“  (a) the term s and conditions relating to  the 
aw ard o f  exhibitions and scholarships 
for  purposes o f  stud j w hether in Ceylon 
or a b r o a d ;

(б) b y  the insertion, im m ediately after paragraph (a), 
o f  the follow ing new paragraph :—

“  (da) th e  education o f  adults

Amendment o f  
section 32 of 
the principal 
Ordinance.
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(c) by  the substitution , for paragraph (c), . o f  the
follow ing paragraph :—
“  (c) the control o f  the lev y  or remission o f  

fees, or  the prohibition  o f  the le v y  o f  
fees, in  G overnm ent schools and 
Assisted schools ; and

(d) in  paragraph ( / ) ,  b y  the substitution ,' fo r  the
w ords “  B oa rd  o f  E ducation, ” , o f  the w ords
“  B oard  o f  E ducation , Exam inations Council,
E ducational R esearch  Council, ” .

8. Sections 34 to  40 (both  inclusive) o f  the principal 
Ordinance are hereby repealed and the follow ing sections 
substituted therefor :■—

“ 34. (1) This P art o f  this Ordinance shall, subject
to  the provisions o f  sub-section  (2), apply  to every  estate 
on  w hich there are m ore th an  tw enty-seven children who 
are n ot less than five and n ot m ore than sixteen years o f  
age and whose parents are labourers em ployed and resident 
on  that estate.

(2) W here the D irector certifies in  writing th at the 
children o f  labourers em p loyed  and resident on any  estate 
referred to  in sub-section  (1) can he conveniently educated 
in  any  school other than a sch ool established and m ain
tained under this P art o f  th is Ordinance, the G overnor 
m ay b y  order published in  the Gazette declare th at this 
P art shall not apply  to  such estate ; and where such Order 
is m ade in  respect o f  such estate, the provisions o f  the 
other Parts o f  this O rdinance shall apply  to  the education 
o f  such children.

35. (1) Subject to  the provisions o f  sub-section  (2), 
the ow ner o f an estate shall set apart on  the estate prem ises 
consisting o f—

(a) a building w hich conform s to  such standard as m ay
be prescribed and w hich  is to  be used for  educating 
the children on th e  estate w ho are required to  
attend sch ool under section 38,

(b) a habitable house fo r  a m arried head teacher, and
(c) an area o f  uncultivated  land n ot less than o n e  acre

in extent situated in  the v icin ity  o f  the aforesaid  
building and suitable fo r  use partly as a school 
playground and p a rtly  as a school garden.

(2) The owners o f  tw o or  m ore estates may, w ith  the 
w ritten sanction o f  the D ire c to r , 'jo in tly  set apart on  any  
o f  those estates such prem ises as are referred to  in  sub
section  (1) for the purposes o f  a com m on school for  the 
children on those estates w ho are required to  attend school 
under section 38, and where such prem ises are so set apart, 
the ow ner o f  each o f  those estates shall be deem ed to  have 
adequately com plied w ith th e  p rov is ion so f sub-se'etion (1).

(3) W here the ow ner o f  an estate has failed to  com p ly  
or is n ot deem ed to  have com plied  w ith  the provisions o f  
sub-section  (1), the D irector m ay, b y  written n otice  
served on  the person for th e  tim e being in charge o f  th e  
estate, direct the ow ner to  c o n fo r m . to  those provisions 
w ithin such period n ot less than six m onths as m ay  be 
specified in the n o t ic e ; and where such notice is served 
on  the aforesaid ’person and the ow ner com m its default 
in  com plying w ith  the n otice , the D irector or an y  person 
authorised by  h im  m a y  enter the estate with such assistance, 
servants, im plem ents and materials, and do such acts 
and take such measures, as m ay be  necessary to  m ake 
g ood  the default o f  the ow ner.

(4) The am ount o f  the expenses incurred by  the D irector 
in  causing any act to  be don e or an y  measure to  be  taken  
on  an estate under sub-section  (3) shall be deem ed to  be 
a deb t due to  the Crown from  the owner o f  the estate 
and shall be recovered  accordingly .

36. (1) The ow ner and the person for the tim e being 
in  charge o f  an estate shall perm it the D irector to  establish 
and maintain a G overnm ent school on  premises set apart 
on  the estate under section 35.

(2) W here a G overnm ent school is maintained on  premises 
set apart on an estate under section 35, the D irector shall 
pay  to  the owner o f  the estate rent at such rates and at 
such tim es as m ay  be  prescribed.

(3) The owner o f  an estate shall keep in repair any  
building or house in  respect o f  w hich the D irector pays 
rent under sub-section  (2). W here any  necessary repairs 
to  such building or house are n ot effected by  the owner,

Replacement 
o f sections 
34 to 40 o f 
the principal 
Ordinance.

Application 
of Part VI.

Premises to 
be set apart 
on estates 
for establish 
ing schools 
for children 
of resident 
labourers.

Establishment 
andmaintenanee 
of Government 
schools on 
premises set 
apart on estates 
under section 35.
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the Director shall, by  written notice served on  tire person 
for the tim e being in  charge o f  the estate, require the 
owner to effect those repairs within such period  n ot less 
than two m onths as m ay be specified in the notice ; and 
whore such notice is served on the aforesaid person and 
the owner com m its default in com plying w ith  the notice, 
the D irector shall cause those repairs to  be  effected and 
shall deduct their cost from  the rent payable to  the owner.

(4) So long as the D irector pays rent under sub-section
(2) in respect o f  premises set apart on an estate under- 
section 35, no action or proceedings for the e jectm ent o f  
the D irector or any person authorised b y  the D irector 
from  those premises shall be instituted in or entertained 
by any court.

37. W here a Governm ent school is m aintained on 
promises set apart on an estate under section  35, no person 
shall, w ithout the written permission o f  the D irector, 
use any part o f  those premises for any purpose other than 
a purpose o f  that school.

Prohibition 
o f unauthorised 
uso o f premises 
sot apart under 
section 35.

Parents to 
cause children 
to attend school.

38. W here the parent o f  a child n ot less than five and 
not m ore than sixteen years o f  age is a labourer em ployed 
and resident on  an estate, he shall cause the child to  attend 
school.

Entry into 39. The owner and the person for  the tim e being in
estates. charge o f  an estate shall permit the D irector or any person

authorised b y  the D irector—

(а) to  enter, inspect or occupy any prem ises set apart
on  the estate under section 35, or

(б) to  transport b y  vehicle any person or article in to or
out o f  those premises, or

(c) to  enter the estate and exercise the pow ers conferred 
b y  sub-section (3) o f  section 35.

Offences. 40. (1) A  parent w ho contravenes the provisions o f
section 38 shall be guilty  o f  an offence and shall be liable 
on conviction  to  a fine not exceeding one rupee, and in 
the case o f  a continuing offence, an additional fine o f  fifty  
cents in respect o f  each day on  w hich the offence is 
continued.

(2) The owner or the person in charge o f  an estate who 
contravenes the provisions o f  sub-section  (1) o f  section 36 
or the provisions o f  section 39, and any person w ho contra
venes the provisions o f  section 37, shall be  guilty  o f  an 
offence and shall be liable on conv iction  to  a fine not 
exceeding one hundred rupees or to  im prisonm ent o f  either 
description for any period not exceeding three m on th s.”

Exemptions 
from the 
provisions 
of new section 
38 inserted in 
the principal 
Ordinance by 
this Ordinance.

9. Notwithstanding anything in the new section  38 inserted 
in the principal Ordinance b y  this O rdinance, it shall n ot be 
obligatory to  cause any child referred to  in that section to 
attend school—

(a) during the period com m encing on the date on  which
this Ordinance comes into operation  and ending on 
D ecem ber 31, 1947, i f  he is m ore than ten  years 
o f  age, or

(b) during the period  com m encing on  January 1, 1948,
and ending on D ecem ber 31, 1949, i f  he is more 
than tw elve years o f  age, or

(c) during the period  com m encing on  January 1, 1950,
and ending on  D ecem ber 31, 1951, i f  he is more 
than  fourteen years o f  age.

insertion of 
new sections 
43A, 43b , 43c 
and 43d in 
the principal 
Ordinance.

D iscontinuance 
o f  unaided 
schools w hich  
are unsatis
factory .

10. Subject to  the provisions o f  section 11, o f  this Ordi
nance, the follow ing new sections are h ereby  inserted im m edi
ately  after section 43, and shall have effect as sections 43a , 
43b , 43o and 43d , respectively, o f  the principal Ordinance :—

43a . (1) W here, after an unaided school has been 
exam ined under section 43, the D irector is satisfied that the 
school is open to  the com plaint—

(а) that, having regard to the num ber, ages and sex o f
the pupils attending the school, the accom m odation  
provided  at the school is inadequate or unsuitable, 
or

(б) that the sanitary arrangem ents at the school are
inadequate, or

(c) that, having regard to  the ages and sex  o f  the pupils 
attending the school, efficient and suitable 
instruction is not provided  at the school, or
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('d) th a t the proprietor o f  the school or any  teacher 
em ployed  therein is n ot a proper person to  he 
the proprietor o f  a  school or to  be a teacher in 
a school, as the case m ay  be,

the D irector m ay cause to  be served upon the proprietor 
o f  the school an order—

(i) stating fu ll particulars o f  the m atters com plained o f  
and the m easures necessary to  rem edy such 
matters,

(n) specifying the tim e, n o t being less than six m onths 
after the service o f  the order, within w hich such 
measures are to  be  taken, and

(iii) directing that, in  th e  event o f  such measures not 
being taken w ithin  such tim e, the school shall be 
discontinued forthw ith  after the expiry o f  such 
time.

(2) E v e ry  order served  under this section shall also 
specify  the time, n ot being less than one m onth after the 
service o f  th,e order, w ithin which an  appeal against the 
order m ay  be preferred as hereinafter provided.

43b . The proprietor o f  an unaided school on w hom  an Appeal 
order is served under section  43a  m ay, within’ the time against 
allow ed in  that beh a lf b y  the order, prefer a w ritten appeal section’l l  
against the order to  a T ribunal o f  A pp eal constituted under 
section 43c. E v ery  appeal shall state the substance o f  the 
order against w hich the appeal is preferred and the grounds 
o f  appeal, and shall be  addressed to  the Chairman, Tribunal 
o f  A ppeal, and transm itted to  the office o f  the D irector so 
as to  reach the D irector w ithin  the aforesaid time.

43c. (1) Eor the purpose o f  constituting Tribunals o f  Tribunal
A ppeal fo r  hearing and determ ining appeals under section  of APP0al- 
43b , there shall be established a panel o f  not less than ten 
persons appointed b y  the G overnor.

(2) A  person who is d irectly  or  in d irectly  engaged m  the 
m anagem ent o f  any  school o r  w ho has 010 legal experience 
shall n ot be eligible fo r  appointm ent to  the panel under sub
section  (1). E very  person appointed to  the panel shall, 
unless he earlier resigns h is office or is rem oved therefrom  
b y  the G overnor, h old  office for  such period  as the G overnor 
m ay determ ine at the tim e o f  the appointm ent. A n y  
person vacating office b y  effluxion  o f  tim e m ay be 
reappointed to  the panel.

(3) E very Tribunal o f  A ppeal shall consist o f  three 
persons selected from  'the panel b y  the M inister and shall 
be convened by  the D irector. The m em bers o f  such 
Tribunal shall elect one from  am ong them selves as Chairman 
o f  such Tribunal. T he decision  o f  the m ajority  o f  such 
m em bers on any m atter referred to  such Tribunal shall be 
the decision  o f  such Tribunal.

(4) I t  shall be the du ty  o f  the D irector to  subm it to  a 
Tribunal o f  A ppeal constituted under this section  every  
appeal preferred under section  43b .

(6) U pon  an appeal being subm itted under sub-section
(4) to  a Tribunal o f  A ppeal, such Tribunal m ay, after 
affording to  the appellant and the D irector or their represen
tatives an opportunity  o f  being heard and after considering 
such evidence as m ay be  tendered b y  them  or on  their 
behalf, make an order—

(a) th at the order against w hich the appeal has been
preferred shall be  annulled, or

(b) that the unaided school to  w hich such order relates
shall be d iscontinued unless the requirem ents o f  
such order, su b ject to  an y  m odifications which 
m ay be specified b y  such Tribunal, are com plied  
with within the tim e so specified.

43d . ’W here an order for  the discontinuance o f  an - Non-compliaace 
unaided school, m ade under section  43a  and n ot appealed an order
against under section  43b or  m ade under section 43c, is n ot a° rc0 
com plied  with w ithin the tim e specified in  that beh a lf in  the aided school to 
order, the proprietor o f  th at school shall be gu ilty  o f  an be an offence, 
offence and shall be  liable on  conviction  to  a fine n ot 
exceeding one hundred rupees, and, in the case o f  a continu
ing offence, an additional fine not exceeding ten  rupees in 
respect o f  each day  on w hich  the offence is continued. ”
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11. (1) During th o 'p eriod  com m encing on  the date on
which this Ordinance comes into operation and ending on  the 
date on  which the State Council constituted b y  the Ceylon 
(State Council) Order in Council, 1931, is d issolved—

(а) section 43b inserted in the principal Ordinance b y  this 
Ordinance shall have effect as it—
(i) for the words “  a Tribunal o f  A ppeal constituted

under section 43o.” , there w ere substituted 
the words “  the E xecu tive Com m ittee o f  
E ducation.” ,

and
(ii) for the words “  addressed to  the Chairman,

Tribunal o f  Appeal, and transm itted to  the 
office o f  the D irector so as to  reach the 
D irector within the aforesaid tim e.” , there 
were substituted the w ords “  addressed to 
the Executive Com m ittee o f  E ducation  and 
transm itted to the office o f  the M inister for 
Education so as to  reach him  within the 
aforesaid tim e.”  ;

and

(б) section 43c inserted in the principal Ordinance b y  this 
Ordinance shall have effect as i f—

(i) for the marginal note thereto, there were 
substituted the follow ing m arginal note :—

“  Pow ers o f  the E xecu tive  Com m ittee of 
Education  in  regard to  appeals under section 
43b .” ,

o (it) sub-sections (1), (2), (3) and (4) were om itted 
therefrom ,

(iii) sub-section (5) thereof were re-num bered as 
section 43c,

(iv) for the words “  U pon  an appeal being sub
m itted under sub-section (4) to  a, Tribunal 
o f  Appeal, such Tribunal m a y ,” , there were 
substituted the w ords “  U pon  an appeal 
being preferred under section  43b to  the 
E xecu tive Com mittee o f  E ducation , such 
Com m ittee m ay,” , and

(v) for the words “  by  such T ribu n al,” , there were 
substituted the words “  b y  such C om m ittee,” .

(2) U pon  the expiry  o f  the period specified in  sub-section (1), 
all pending appeals under section 43b o f  the principal Ordi
nance as m odified by  that sub-section shall be referred b y  the 
Minister for  Education  to  a Tribunal o f  A pp ea l constituted 
under section  43o o f  the principal O rdinance, and such 
Tribunal shall hear and determine those appeals in  accordance 

“with sub-soction  (5) o f  the said section 43c.

Operation of 
new soctions 
43b and 43c 
of the 
principal 
Ordinance.

Amendment of 
section 50 of 
the principal 
Ordinance.

12. Section 50 o f  the principal Ordinance is hereby 
am ended, in  sub-section (1) thereof, b y  the insertion, 
im m ediately after the definition o f  “  State funds ” , o f  the 
follow ing d e fin it io n :—

‘ “  unaided school ”  means a school w hich  is not a 
G overnm ent school or an Assisted s c h o o l ; ’ .

Objects and Reasons.

T h e ob ject o f  this B ill is to make such am endm ents in the 
E ducation  Ordinance, N o. 31 o f  1939, as are necessary to 
g ive effect to  the new educational po licy  determ ined b y  the 
State Council.

2. A n  Exam inations Council and an E ducational R e 
search Council, both  with executive functions, are to  be 
established (Clause 2 o f  the Bill).

3. Pow er will be taken to  prescribe the language through 
the m edium  o f  which instruction is to  be g iven  in any class 
in any school (Clause 7 (1) (c)). F or som e tim e, however, there 
will not be facilities in  certain Assisted schools for  teaching 
children through the medium o f  the language through 
which th ey  are legally required to  be taught. A n y  Assisted 
school, w ill therefore be permitted, during such period  as 
m ay be prescribed, to  refuse the adm ission o f  any child on 
the ground th at there are no facilities in  the school for 
teaching h im  through the medium o f  the language through 
which he is legally  required to be taught. (Clause 3).

4. E ach  child in a Governm ent school is to  be taught 
the religion o f  his parent. N ew  provisions w ill therefore 
be inserted in the Ordinance to  replace th e  existing pro
visions re la tin g ' to religious instruction  in  Governm ent
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schools. A n  im provem en t .■will also b e , e ffected  i n ’ the 
provisions governing, th e  teach ing .o f ■ religion *in Assisted 
schools. (Clauses 4  and 5 ). :

5. T h e opportu n ity  is taken  to  am end section 3 l  o f  the 
O rdinance so as to  m ake better provision  relating td the 
appointm ent o f  m anagers o f  A ssis ted ' schools and the sus
pension  or  rem oval o f  an y  such manager, from  (office. (C lause6).

6. T here are v ariou s m atters;--arising out o f  the new  
educational po licy , w hich  n eed  regu lation .' There is ,h ow ever , 
n o  pow er under th e  existing law  to  make 'regulations re
garding those m atters. Section  32 (2) o f  the Ordinance 
w ill.th erefore  he am ended  to  create such pow er (Clause 7).
T h e follow ing are th e  new  m atters fo r  the regulation o f  w hich  
pow er w ill be taken  :— ;

(a) the grading o f  sch ools  ;
(b) the establishm ent o f  nursery schools for the education

o f  children w ho h ave n ot attained the age o f  five 
y e a r s ;

(c) the establishm ent o f  schools in  any  sanatorium fo r  the
reception  o f  pu pils and teachers from  schools in 
epidem ic-stricken a r e a s ;

(d) the prohibition  o f  th e  registration o f  schools, after
a  prescribed date, fo r  th e  purpose o f  receiving 
grants from  State funds ;

(e) the language th rough  the m edium  o f  which instructions
shall be g iven  in  sch ools ;

( / )  the classification o f  pupils other than those attending 
unaided schools, an d  their assignment to  classes or 
schools, accord in g  to  their proficiency and aptitude ;

ig) the supply o f  free clothes to  p oor  school children in 
addition  to  free m eals and free books ;

‘ (h) the period  o f  training o f  teachers ;
(i ) the com pulsion o f  parents o f  children n ot less than

five and n ot m ore than sixteen years o f  age to  cause 
such children to  attend school, subject to  necessary 
exem ptions.; ;

( j )  the control o f  the adm ission o f  students in to training
schools fo r  te a ch e rs ; . . •
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•

(k) the term s and conditions relating to  th e  aw ard o f
exhib itions and scholarships fo r  purposes o f  study  
a b r o a d ;

(l) th e  education  o f  adults ; and
(m) the prohibition  o f  the levy  o f  fees in  G overnm ent

schools an d  Assisted schools.

7. I t  is proposed  th at. Governm ent should  take charge 
o f the education  o f  the children o f  resident estate labourers. 
In  order to  g ive effect to  th is proposal, the ow ners o f  estates 
will be required to  set apart on  the estates suitable buildings 
and grounds an d  to  perm it the D irector o f  E du cation  to  
use those buildings and grounds for  establishing and m ain 
taining G overnm ent schools on  paym ent o f  rent at prescribed 
rates and at prescribed times. The m inim um  age o f  six 
years and the m axim um  age o f  ten years at w hich  a  ch ild

- o f  a resident estate labourer has to  attend  sch ool w ill be 
altered to  five years and sixteen years, respectively . There 
are ohildren m ore than ten  years o f  age w ho, being ab ove  the 
m axim um  age at w hich  attendance at sch ool is n ow  required , 
are w orking as estate labourers. I f  such ch ildren  are co m 
pelled to  g o  to  sch ool w hen the m axim um  age. at w hich  
school has to  b e  attended  is raised to  sixteen  years, there 
is likely  to  be a" disorganisation o f  the labour forces on  estates. 
E xem ptions from  the operation  o f  the new  law  relating to  the 
attendance o f  estate children at school w ill th erefore be 
provided  in  respect o f  the five years 1947 to  1951. (Clauses 
8 and 9).

8. T here is pow er under the Ordinance to  inspect an 
unaided sch ool,' bu t there is no pow er to  m ake an  order to  
discontinue an y  such school in any specified circum stances. 
N ew  provisions w ill therefore be inserted in  th e  Ordinance 
enabling the m aking and enforcem ent o f  su ch  an order. 
There w ill also be  provision  m ade for appeals from  such orders 
before th ey  are enforced. (Clauses 10 and 11).

C. W . W . K aNN ANGARA,
C olom bo, 12th, D ecem ber, 1946. M inister fo r  E ducation .
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