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FIFTH BUDDHIST ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING HELD

Buddhist Universities to be brought under UGC

of the Education Ministry
on the request of the Maha
Sangha.

The President also paid
attention to the possibility
of placing these two Univer-

President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa has decided to bring
the Sri Lanka Buddhist and
Pali University and the Bud-
dhashravaka Bhiksu Uni-
versity under the purview

Grants Commission.

sities under the University

The President instructed
officials to monitor their
activities in a proper man-
ner under the supervision

ties.

of the State Minister while
safeguarding their identi-

This decision was taken
by the President during the
fifth meeting of the Bud-

dhist Advisory Council held
at the Presidential Secretar-
iat on Friday afternoon, the
President’s media division
said.
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COMMISSIONS FORMED UNDER

19TH AMENDMENT, A DISASTER

- MINISTER PEIR

ASELA KURULUWANSA

He said that the 19th Amend- Chief Prelates of Malwatta and

and S.K.SAMARANAYAKE

ment to the Constitution has Asgiriya Chapters.

the country.

Sri Lanka to improve

two-way trade closer
home - Foreign Secretary

CAMELIA NATHANIEL and
SANDASEN MARASINGHE

While noting that Sri
Lanka’s foreign policy
is in transition, Foreign
Secretary Admiral Prof.
Jayanath Colombage
said the focus in future
will be closer to home,
mainly South and East
Asia, the Middle East,
Africa with improving two-way trade and
investment given precedence NEIIZITANA

UNODC ready to help
Lanka combat maritime
drug trafficking

DILSHAN THARAKA

The United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) said it was ready to assist
Sri Lanka in combating maritime drug traf-
ficking, organized crime and terrorism.

This was said at a discussion Attorney Gen-
eral Dappula De Livera and several officials of
his Department had with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Coun-
try Chief and UN Maritime Expert on Inter-
national Drug Trafficking Organized Crime
and Terrorism on international drug traffick-
ing, organized crimes and terrorism. WA

Education Minister Prof. G.L.
Peiris has said that some mem-
bers of the Independent Com-
missions as well as the Con-
stitutional Council who make
appointments to them are more
politicized than politicians and
act as pawns of forces against

Prof.Peiris said if people are not
satisfied with the rule of the leader
they can defeat him next time, but
neither the people nor anyone else
has the power to remove members
of the Councils and so-called inde-
pendent Commissions that decide
even above the President.

He said that even if the Presi-

enabled these people to make
decisions above the President
who was elected by 6.9 million
people and the SLPP was given a
clear mandate at the last General
Election to change this situation.

The minister was speaking to
the media in Kandy after receiv-
ing blessings from the Deputy

dent changes, the Parliament
changes or the government chang-
es, the members of these insti-
tutions who have joined hands
with the anti-national forces will
not change and added that these
Commissions were not divine to
be worshiped as some portray
them to be and stressed that these
were lies fabricated to deceive the
people.

T &
1 .r ASELA KURULUWANSA
,ﬁ:’ﬁ Another leopard was
i 4 found dead caught in a wire
g% trap in a private estate in
A ' Ambagastenna, Doluwa in
1o I,p: Gampola, yesterday (23).
¥  The leopard which was
22 around four years was
caught in the snare while
it was roaming in the

. i 'a&n.%.
The leopard found dead caught in a wire trap.
Pictures by Gampola group Suranga Dilhan.

SNARE, EIGHTH THIS YEAR

area for food. The leopard
was around five feet long.
Villagers had seen that a
leopard was caught in the
trap around 8.00 am yes-
terday and had informed
the Wildlife Department
but officers who arrived at
the scene found the leop-

ard d A

Discussions on to admit 7,000
more to universities

LAKSHME PARASURAMAN

The University Grants commission
(UGC) is to hold a meeting with Vice
Chancellors this week, to discuss the
possibility of admitting 7,000 more stu-

dents, UGC Vice Chairperson Senior
Professor Janitha Liyanage said.

“The UGC has approved the enrol-
ment of 7,000 more students compared
to 2018 NEIHAA

Country records twelfth COVID-19 death

OVER 31,000 COMPLETE QUARANTINE PROCESS

AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

National Operations Centre old female from Mawathaga-

The twelfth death due to the for Prevention of COVID-19 ma, Yatiwala who had recently
COVID-19 pandemic in the
country was confirmed by the

arrived from India.
TOPAGE 02

(NOCPOC) yesterday (23).
The deceased was a 47-year-

TNA appoints new Spokesman, National Organiser

Northern Province Special
RASULA DILHARA GAMAGE

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA) has
decided to appoint Wanni District MP and

TRC/M/Promo/20/02

TELO leader Selvam Adaikalanathan, as

the new party spokesperson.
M.A.Sumanthiran, who is currently hold-

ing the post, said he will resign as he

has been in the post for a long period. It
has been decided to appoint PLOTE MP
Dharmalingam Siddharthan as TNA party
organizer. WA
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Drone near Temple
Trees: Chinese

national arrested
DILSHAN THARAKA

A Chinese national was
arrested for operating a
drone camera in the high
security zone in the Colpetty

area, Colpetty Police said last
Saturday.

—

, ——

PM concerned over
children living in
prison with mothers

Ministry directed to find alternative

Prime Minister Mahi-
nda Rajapaksa’s atten-
tion had been drawn
towards the plight of
46 children, all under
five, living with their
mothers serving time in
prisons. \

After seeing a report
published in a national
newspaper that 46 children
are living inside prisons
across the country with their
mothers sentenced on vari-
ous charges including drug
trafficking, the Prime Minis-

s

ter had immediately directed
the minister in charge of the
subject to look into the pos-
sibility of releasing the chil-
dren and ways to ensure their
protection and needs outside
of prisons LI

Time to deliver on people’s
mandate - Minister Keheliyz

SANDASEN MARASINGHE and

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

Media Minister Keheliya Rambukwella
said since the public had voted the govern-
ment with a two thirds majority under the
PR system it is time for the government to
put the manifesto into practice without any

reservations.

“So now it is our turn to deliver on

this agreement between the public and
us,”Minister Rambukwella said speaking to the Daily News in

Parliament. WY

Four gangsters trying

to flee nabbed at BIA

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

The Colombo Crimes Division
(CCD) arrested four notorious
underworld gang members at
the Bandaranaike International
Airport while attempting to
leave for Dubai, Police Spokes-
man SSP Jaliya Senaratne said.

They have been arrested over
the charges of distributing Can-
nabis in Colombo.One of the
arrestees has been identified as
Gamage Saranga Pradeep alias
‘Welle Saranga’ an underworld
gunman and Ranasinghe Arach-
chige Ishara Lakmal.

They are believed to be key
Kerala Cannabis distributors in

the country. Two others have
been identified as Kathaluwa
Liyanage Buddhika Sanjeewa
and Thabdeen Mohommed Sub-
eer who are suspected of being
acolytes of underworld kingpin
Angoda Lokka.

The BIA Immigration and
Emigration officers had notified
CCD that these suspects were
attempting to escape to Dubai
and based on that information
the CCD officers had arrested
these suspects.

The suspects were arrested
while checking-in to fly to Dubai
at the BIA around 2.00 am yes-
terday. \WIEEDNA

Gangster ‘Chamiya’ dies in shootout

DILSHAN THARAKA

Chaminda Edirisuriya alias
‘Chamiya’ a close associate
of underworld figure ‘Angoda
Lokka’ was killed in a Police
gunfire last Saturday.

The suspect was arrested
by the Western Province

The best e-Learning packages from Mobitel

North Crime Division. Fol-
lowing the arrest he was taken
back to the Police. During
the ride permission had been
requested by the suspect from
the officers to leave the police
vehicle for a call of nature.
After that, he had grabbed the
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firearm of a Police officer and
opened fire and attempted to
escape at the Orutota area
in Gampaha around 10.50
pm. However, another police
officer at the scene had sub-
sequently opened fire at the
suspect A
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Issuing a media communiqué
the Prime Minister’s Media Divi-
sion stated that Premier Raja-
paksa as soon as he saw the
news had directed the Prison
Reforms and Rehabilitation of
Prisoners State Minister Dr.
Sudarshani Fernanandopulle
over the phone to look into pos-
sible measures to release the
children.

The 46 children, all under five,
belong to women who were
either imprisoned while pregnant
or had newborns. They are cur-
rently in the custody of their

mothers on court order. prisons.

The PM’s media unit stated
that when inquired from the min-
ister about the future steps to be
taken with regard to these chil-
dren she had said that all infor-
mation in this regard is being
collected and she will soon
inform Prime Minister Rajapaksa
about the legal background and
procedures for the release of
these children.

Prisons Commissioner General
Thushara Upuldeniya said infor-
mation was being collected and
majority of the mothers with
young children are in remand

Four gangsters trying... com page o

The arrested underworld gang
members are 30, 32, 43 and 45
years.These suspects had been
involved in large scale drug opera-
tions, illegal weapons handling,
and organised crimes. They were
arrested for attempting to flee the
country without court permission
with several cases against them

were pending in courts. The CCD
had also recovered $7900 believed
to have been earned through ille-
gal drug distribution and Rs.
1,497,000.00 from their posses-
sion. They are being held under
the custody of the CCD for 72
hours for interrogation under
detention orders.

Time to deliver on... rom page o

He said the agreement is this
manifesto which the people have
fully mandated. “Some people
laugh at some of the areas
assigned to State Ministers with-
out fully understanding its
importance of the internal
arrangement that we have made.
If I give you a few examples of
the internal arrangement, in the
early 70’s the Batik industry in
this country was one of the most
lucrative businesses. In fact,
from Colombo to Marawila,
Kandy and down south there
were Batik showrooms aplenty
and people even converted the
front portion of their homes to
set up Batik shops. Some people
became millionaires through the
Batik trade. But, unfortunately
with the print Batik entering the
market Sri Lanka was not pre-
pared to meet this situation and
we suffered a set-back and that
caused the death of the Batik
industry in Sri Lanka.”

Referring to the measures
taken by Indonesia to boost the
Batik industry, he said that it is
thriving and as a boost to the
Batik industry every Friday gov-
ernment servants are required to
wear Batik, similar to our casual
attire permitted on Fridays.
“Imagine if we impose a rule that
all government servants should
wear Batik to work on Fridays.
This will instantly create a mar-
ket. There will be millions of
Batik attire being sold to meet

this demand which would
instantly boost the Batik indus-
try,” he said.

Minister Rambukwella also
said Pre-Schools and Dhamma
schools in the country have been
thus far given least considera-
tion. “Although Pre-Schools and
Dhamma schools are both vital
components in laying the founda-
tion for every child’s future,
these were given the least promi-
nence in the Education system
and thus, no attention was
placed on developing these sec-
tors. But, under our plans you
have a targeted area and these
targeted areas were made purely
because these areas were
neglected for years. So I am sure
that things will take a complete
turnaround and improve for the
better,” the Minister assured.

Also, he said that Sri Lanka is
not in isolation when it comes to
COVID-19 as the whole world is
affected. Recession, he said is
inevitable whether we like it or
not due to this. “To meet this sit-
uation there are two things we
need to focus on. One being for-
eign direct investments and the
other is local products to the
export market and that is where
we have concentrated on. Hence,
I am sure that we will have some-
thing extremely beneficial to our
expectations,” he said adding
that hopefully Sri Lanka will be
able to turn the situation around.

4th Year Remembrance

- o N

Late Mrs Gunawathie

Weerasooriya

There will be an all night Pirith Chanting
at "Gunawathi Weerasooriya Paya" and
an almsgiving to Maha Sangha on the
following morning and noon, to mark
the 4th year remembrance of our beloved
mother.

Sweet memories of you are still with us.
May you attain the supreme bliss of
Nibbana
Your sons and daughters who always
remember you.

Drone near...

From page 01

The 40-year-old sus-
pect was arrested while
videographing  the
Temple Trees area in
Colpetty using a drone
camera, Police said. He
was produced before
the Colombo Magis-
trate’s Court yesterday
and Colpetty Police are
investigating.

Gangster
‘Chamiya...

From page 01

An officer of the
Peliyagoda Police also
sustained injuries
during the shootout
and he is currently
receiving treatment at
the Gampaha Hospi-
tal. Police said the 41
year-old suspect is
said to be the chief
gunman of dead gang-
ster ‘Angoda Lokka’.

Boy runs over relative in lorry mishap

DILSHAN THARAKA

In a tragic accident in the Ahuna-
galla area on Saturday evening a 12
year old boy was killed when a lorry
accidentally started by another 15
year-old boy ran over him.

The lorry driver is said to have
parked his vehicle in an empty land

and had gone to a nearby location
where a group of people were con-
structing a wall. The 15-year old boy
who had seen the lorry had entered it
and is said to have turned the igni-
tion key accidentally running over
the 12 year-old boy who was riding a
bicycle. The victim had succumbed to

injuries upon admission to the Bal-
apitiya Hospital.

The two boys are said to be close
relatives.The deceased child was a
student at a school in Ahungalla and
other boy involved in the accident is
a student in a college at Galle town.

Ahungalla Police are investigating.

Commissions formed under... om page o1

Peiris said that the19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution was a
disaster for this country and as a
result the country could be in a
state of anarchy.

He said that the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution had creat-
ed a situation where there was no
one responsible for the security of
the country and that the people

had paid with their lives for it. He
added that this has created impedi-
ments to the President from hold-
ing any Defence or any other Min-
istry.

He said that after making neces-
sary changes to the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution, a new
Constitution will be brought to
suit the country and that the

48-year-old J.R.Jayewardene’s Con-
stitution was not something etched
in stone. The Education Minister
said a lot of changes have taken
place in the country during the
past 48 years and that a new Con-
stitution should be introduced
after a proper study to identify
new trends. MP Udayana Kirindi-
goda was also present.

Country records twelfth... om page o

Upon the arrival on August 20,
2020, the patient was diagnosed
with the COVID-19 virus and was
treated at the Iranawila Treatment
Center before being transferred to
the Infectious Diseases Hospital
(IDH) in Angoda yesterday night
(22) for further treatment.

According to the NOCPOC, the
deceased woman had travelled to
India to receive medical treatment
for cancer. She had also been suf-
fering from diabetes and was a
heart ailment.The funeral was held
at the Kotikawatta public cemetery
yesterday evening.

Meanwhile, the NOCPOC con-
firmed that six new COVID-19
cases were reported by yesterday
(23) morning. One of these six
patients has arrived from the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and is presently
receiving treatment from Mul-
laitive quarantine center monitored
by the Sri Lanka Air Force. Two
more have returned to the country
from Kuwait and are treated at
Eco-Safari in Tissamaharama and
GSH Hotel in Colombo. Another
patient is a returnee from the Unit-
ed States of America who is pres-
ently cared at Rajagiriya Ayurveda
quarantine center. Two other per-
sons who returned from India are

quarantined at the Waskaduwa Cit-
rus hotel.

As at yesterday morning (23),
the total number of infected per-
sons quarantined at the Kandakadu
and Senapura drug prevention,
treatment and rehabilitation cent-
ers is 629, the NOCPOC also said.
Meanwhile, the total count of coro-
navirus cases reported in the coun-
try is at 2,947.

NOCPOC also said 110 persons
were brought back from Nairobi to
Sri Lanka yesterday morning.
Another 3larrived from Dubai, 19
from Doha,14 from Chennai and
238 from Sydney, Australia arrived
in Sri Lanka. Arrangements have
been made to direct all those who
arrived to be quarantined at the
quarantine centers controlled by
the armed Forces.

One hundred and sixty one
(161) persons were scheduled to
complete their quarantine and
return home yesterday (23)
through the quarantine centers
maintained by the three forces,
NOCPOC also stated.

Accordingly two persons from
Biyagama Village Quarantine Cent-
er, two persons from the Mount
Lavinia Hotel Quarantine Center,
89 persons from Diyatalawa Holi-

day Quarantine Center, 10 persons
from Biyagama Sports Complex
Quarantine Center and 58 from
Jetwing Beach Quarantine Center
were to complete their quarantine
period.

As of yesterday (23), 31,173
persons have completed the quar-
antine process and left for their
homes. 7,304 persons are being
quarantined in 52 quarantine cent-
ers controlled by the three forces
as of yesterday (23).

1,710 PCR tests have been car-
ried out on Saturday (22) and so
far 202,907 PCR tests have been
conducted in Sri Lanka.

Nine persons have been dis-
charged from hospitals by yester-
day morning (23) and one of them
was a foreign national and the
remaining eight were identified
locally and are reported as inmates
at the Kandakadu Treatment and
Rehabilitation Center and their
close associates.

Accordingly, 597 persons who
were attached to Kandakadu
Treatment and Rehabilitation
Center have been discharged
from hospitals. At present, the
total number of Covid-19 infected
people being treated at the center
is 32.

TNA appoints.... com page or

Kilinochchi District MP
S.Sridharan was the Chief
Organizer of the Tamil
National Alliance previ-
ously.The decision was
taken at a special meeting
of the Tamil National Alli-
ance (TNA) in Colombo
after the swearing in of
the new parliamentarians.

With the allocation of

the TNA National List
seat to Thavarasa Kalai-
arasan of the Eastern
Province, TELO and
PLOTE have allegedly
protested against it for a
series of reasons includ-
ing the argument that
the decision was not
legal as it was decision
made outside the party’s

central committee.
TELO and PLOTE dur-
ing the local government
election had even decid-
ed to leave the TNA due
to controversial deci-
sions taken outside the
TNA Central Committee.
The rift between these
political parties ended
when a group of Tamil

intellectuals intervened
and resolved the issue
and took steps to reunite
them.

Representatives of other
Tamil political parties in
the North say that these
positions were given to
the two said parties to
stop them from leaving
the alliance.

Sri Lanka to improve... erom page o1

“Sri Lanka’s Foreign Policy is in
transition now because the Presi-
dent and the new government is
determined to make things better
for the country. “So, we have a ‘Sri
Lanka First’ approach, not depend-
ent on any country. But, also, we
want to shift our focus closer to
home, mainly South Asia, the Mid-
dle East, East Asia and Africa.We
want to shift the focus mainly on
trade related and investment mat-
ters and how best we could benefit
from two-way trade with these
countries. Its not one-way trade
like we used to do before with
imports having the Lion’s share
and exports taking a backseat.We
want to improve exports and mini-

mise imports. The President is
very determined and he gives a lot
of importance to the South Asia
and BIMSTEC Bay of Bengal
region. That is why we have a
State Minister for Foreign Rela-
tions purely focussing on the
South Asian, BIMSTEC and even
Middle-East regional affairs. Also
the State Minister will focus on
economic development.”
Speaking to the Daily News in
Parliament he said the mandate
that the President received at the
Presidential election and at the
Parliamentary election is basically
a mandate to work for the people.
“We don’t want Sri Lanka to be
subjugated by another country.We
are a small country but we

-
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In Loving Memory Of Our Parents

JOSEPH GREGORY EMMANUEL VETA GERTRLUDE CHRISTINE
WICHRAMASINGHE WICKRAMASINGHE
Died 24rh Dugusd 1968 Died 35th July 2005
32nd Death Anniversary  15th Death Anniversary

“We have foved fheme in life, let us nof forget them in death ™

Fondly remambarad by your loving childran & grandchildran
Suril £ Sharmale (Aimsiraha). Priva & Dene (dusiralia)
Prsiih & Termence, Priyvan & Bryant (Australia)

Limckiy & Thiktha (Addlrala), Laldh & Wandy,

Bana & Aokl (Suaraka)

Faren & Samon, Migel & Darnel, Shehani & Jery, Shana,
Sharon Ryan £ Dylen, Markcn & Mchall Craig £ bark, Matasha

NOTICE TO STUDENTS
(Third Year and Final Year Students

- Faculty of Engineering,

Ariviyal Nagar, Kilinochchi Premises

- University of Jaffna)

Third year and final year batches of
students of Faculty of Engineering
are hereby informed that the normal
academic activities will commence on
26th August 2020 (Wednesday) at
Faculty of Engineering, Ariviyal Nagar,
University
of Jaffna. Third year and final year
students of Faculty of Engineering
are expected to be present at Ariviyal
Premises,
University of Jaffna and attend the
lectures and other academic activities
Students
who are given hostel accommodation
should report to respective hostels on

Kilinochchi  Premises,

Nagar, Kilinochchi

from that day onwards.

25th August 2020 (Tuesday).

Registrar
22.08.2020

are a big player in the
game We want to stand
firm and don’t want anyone
to put us down.We are a
proud nation and we want
to maintain that pride and
our focus would be shifting
towards achieving that.”
When asked what Sri
Lanka’s stand would be at
the upcoming UN General
Assembly sessions Colom-
bage said, “We will make
our case heard and of
course next year again the
UN Human Rights Com-
mission will come up and

we will state our case. Earlier we
even co-sponsored the UN resolu-
tion, but now we have withdrawn
from it. We maintain that we have
not done anything wrong so we are
not going to be part of that resolu-
tion and we will face it. We will
counter it with our deeds. When
we deliver something to our peo-
ple, I think that is where the
answer is. Whether it is a Sinhala,
Muslim, or Tamil or whatever reli-
gion or race, the basic needs are
the same. They need jobs, housing,
health and education for your chil-
dren and also the security or the
freedom to live peacefully and
securely without being persecuted
because you are from a minority.
These five factors are common to
all our people. Hence, the Presi-
dent and the government is deter-
mined to meet these basic five
requirements. Once we meet these
five requirements we can achieve
much better cohesion, reconcilia-
tion etc. Reconciliation is not
something that can be poured
down the threats of the people. It
has to evolve through society and
the people. Therefore, this is where
we are headed at the moment.”

Hence, he assured that the coun-
try could expect to actually see a
huge shift in Sri Lanka’s foreign
relations with a grand focus on
economic development.

account.

the results of the aptitude
exams from universities for

some exams have not been

soon as those universities

said.

However we want to hear
from the vice chancellors about
the capacities of their universi-
ties and come to a conclusion
by this week,” she said. Health
concerns will also be taken into

The UGC is still waiting for

nearly thirty courses, though
held due to the pandemic. “As

release their results we hope to
proceed with the 2019 intake
by this October,” Prof Liyanage

However now the UGC has
made available online courses
for English Language and the

Discussions on to... crom page o1

IT studies for the students and
before they enter universities
they will be coached online.
“We expect them to enter the
universities with a certain
standard of English and IT.
The UGC has held discussions
with the People’s Bank and the
Treasury to grant a loan for the
students who are eligible for
the ‘Mahapola’ scholarship to
buy a laptop.”

Meanwhile the World Bank
has approved a loan to estab-
lish computer centres in the
Arts faculties, which will bene-
fit new Arts students. This fol-
lows a request from President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to enhance
the IT knowledge of these stu-
dents.

Buddhist Universities to...

From page 01

The President said he will present the action
taken by the Government and their progress per-
taining to the proposals and advice given by
Maha Sangha at four previous meetings at the
next session. Pointing out that advice of the Bud-
dhist Advisory Council have been used while for-
mulating the structure of the State Ministries
President said he expects the Maha Sangha to
continue to guide the Government in policy prep-
arations. He further said Dhamma Schools, Bhik-
ku Education, Privenas and Buddhist Universities
were brought under the direct supervision of a
single State Ministry for their advancement.

Maha Sangha commended the President for
his efforts to address the issues pertaining to
Piriven education and endeavours to improve
Dhamma school education by implementing a
systematic procedure and regulation.

Anunayake of the Malwatta Chapter, Most
Ven.Vijithasiri Nayaka Thera stated that the
approach used to institute officers that of the
Opposition Leader in the parliament was exem-
plaryThe Thera added that the people were
repulsed by how the predecessors made appoint-
ments to the same offices.

Anunayake of the Asgiriya Chapter, Most Ven.
Anamaduwe Dhammadassi Thera noted that the
decision to minimize ministries will assist in
saving taxpayers’ hard-earned money.

Additionally, Mithirigala Aranya Senasanadhip-
athi, Ven. Udairiyagama Dhammajeewa Thera
mentioned the importance of “virtuous mind”
(Yahapath Sitha) in life and highlighted the sig-
nificance of introducing it to the classroom.

Ven.Prof. Induragare Dhammarathana Thera
highlighted the requirement of initiating an
insurance scheme resembling the Agrahara
Insurance plan for Bhikku teachers, their par-
ents, and siblings in their times of need, when
they are hospitalised.

Most Ven. Diviyagaha Yasassi Nayaka Thera
pointed out the importance of introducing a pro-
cedure to give marks for Certificates of Dhamma
School Final Examination and the Dharmachar-
ya Examination when applying for government
jobs. Most Ven. Prof. Kotapitiye Rahula Thera
suggested that a discussion on Bhikkhu Educa-
tion and Buddhist Education or a Sangayana on
Theravada Buddhism is needed.

The Maha Sangha representing the Buddhist
Advisory Council, officials including Principal
Advisor to President, Lalith Weeratunga, Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Education Prof. Kapila
Perera, Secretary to the Ministry of Buddha
Sasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs, Prof.
Kapila Gunawardena andBuddhist Affairs Com-
missioner GeneralSunanda Kariyapperuma par-
ticipated in this meeting.

UNODC ready... crom psge or

Attorney General’s Coordinating Officer State
Counsel Nishara Jayaratne told the media that,
on the sidelines of these discussions, they also
discussed about the issue of international drug
trafficking and related issues, as well as related
issues to terrorism and other organized criminal
activities and related legal issues affecting
region. During those discussions, the Attorney
General has paid close attention to the dangers
and implications of international crimes against
Sri Lanka, she said. Further, she added that the
European Union (EU) and Germany are also
ready to provide financial assistance to Sri
Lanka to combat maritime drug trafficking,
organized crime and terrorism.

Another leopard... rom page o1

Seven leopard deaths including the death of
a rare black specimen have been reported this
year alone. According to regional Wildlife
officers, around 40 leopards have been killed
in the last five years in the Gampola,
Nawalapitiya and Nallathanniya areas.There
are less than 1000 leopards in the country.

DENZIL - ALGAMA (D.FD) (Former
Superintendent Transport, Lake House)
- Precious husband of Noeline (nee
Kaluarachchi), loving father of Sherwin,
father-in-law of Amali, grandfather of
Ashani (Australia) and Shalini, Youngest
son of late Simon Appuhamy and Juliana,
son-in-law of late Andrew and Nita
Kaluarachchi, brother of late Stella,
late Walter, late Stanley, late Therese
and Anthony, brother-in-law of late
Godfrey Silva, Felicia, Wimala, late Noel
Samaranayake, Indrani, late Stanislaus,
late Daphne, late Oswald, late Winston,
late Hugh, Christine (Australia) and late
Maryze. Cortege leaves residence. No. 84,
Averiwatte Road, Wattala on Monday
the 24th August 2020 for burial at around 4
p.m. at RC burial grounds, Wattala. 047953

FERNANDO - SUNILA (nee
AMARASURIYA) -Beloved wife of late
Dr. Marcus Fernando, loving mother of
Dinesh Fernando, beloved sister of Asha
Jayawickrama and late Lalaka Amarasuriya,
mother-in-law of Deepthi Fernando and
loving sister-in-law of P.A. Jayawickrama,
Dr. Joe, late Therese, Alwin and Matilda.
Remains lie at “The Restpect”, 483,
Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo O08.
Cortege leaves the parlour after religious
service at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 24th
August, for cremation at the General
Cemetery Kanatte at 4.30 p.m. 047955

FERNANDO - WARNAPURAGE
PRINCIE LEELARATHNE - Beloved
wife of late P.E.P Fernando, Senior Deputy
Commissioner of Prisons, mother o Ruwan
Premasinghe and Dilrukshi, mother-in-
law of Gayani and Priyalal, grandmother
of Kulesha, Malika Gayanthi Dineru
Rajith and Mahima passed away on 23rd
od August 2020. Remains lie at 146/4B,
Caldera Gardens, Dutugemunu Street,
Kohuwala. 047957
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ltukama Fund surpasses Rs.1,967 million

Missing Persons Rs. 473,870.82, Pri-
yantha Kalubowilage Rs. 15,000, Anu-
radhapura District Secretariat Rs.
696,297.01. K. Dissanayake, a Special-
ist Doctor at the Sri Lanka National
Hospital, Rs. 177,000, Chairman of

donated Rs 10 million to the TTU-
KAMA’ COVID-19 Healthcare and
Social Security Fund. The donation
was handed over to President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa at the Presidential
Secretariat yesterday (21).

the Finance Commission U.H. Palih-
akkara Rs.50,000 and Member of the
Finance Commission V. Kanagasabap-
athy Rs.50,000 donated to the Fund.
Manelwatte Vihara Chief Incumbent
Ven.Bodagama Chandima Thera

Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa at the
Presidential Secretariat.

In addition, a group of Sri Lankan
expatriates returned from Korea
donated Rs. 112,800, W. Sisira
Goonetileke Rs. 25,000, the Office on

Attorney-at-Law S.K.W. Gunawardena
Rs. 50,000, L.N.K.P. Jayakody Rs.
1,000 and W.D. Devdunu Chamikara
Rs. 603 donated to the Fund. These
donations were handed over to Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa by Prime

Following corporate, individual
donations and direct deposits, TTU-
KAMA’ COVID-19 Healthcare and
Social Security Fund balance has now
surpassed Rs. 1567 million.

Dhanuka Nadiranga Rs. 2,500,

Sri Lankan patient in coma from
Saudi Arabia stable - Doctors

MOHAMMED RASOOLDEEN

Doctors are hopeful that the Sri Lankan
coma patient who was ferried to Colombo
by a special jet, will recover soon from the
present state, according to a family mem-
ber of the sick person.

Saudi Arabia repatriated the patient in a
special jet at a cost of Rs 10.7 million at
the request of his family members since he
was in a coma.

Andrew Rohan Saudranayagam,59, from
Kadawatha, had been working in Riyadh
as Sales and Marketing Manager of the
Gulf West Company in Riyadh for the past
13 years, and he entered into a coma
when he suddenly fell ill two months ago.

The patient was ferried to Colombo air-
port in a special aircraft equipped with a
team of medics and parmedics. The
patient was flown to Colombo on Thurs-
day morning, and he is warded at the
Quarantine ward of a private nursing in
Colombo to continue his treatment.

Speaking to the Daily News, Margret,
wife of Saundranayagam said a team of
doctors headed by Neurosurgeon Dr. Sunil
Perera is treating the patient, and he is
hopeful that the patient would regain his
consciousness soon.

She also thanked the CEO of the Gulf
West Company, Idris Mustafa, for making
the necessary repatriation arrangements
to Colombo. “ The company has also
given an advanced payment of Rs 1.5 mil-
lion for his hospital bills,” she said.

Margret also said that her husband’s
company is in touch with her for daily
updates of the progress of medical treat-
ment. “The company’s concerns have not
stopped even after the patient is repatriat-
ed, for which we are ever thankful to its
management,” she said, pointing out that
even the relatives are not allowed to see
the patient, since he is under mandatory
quarantine following his arrival from
Saudi Arabia.

Two-day Orientation Workshop in
Parliament on August 25 and 26

Secretary General of Parliament Dam-
mika Dasanayake has informed the Mem-
bers of the Parliament to take part in the
two-day Orientation Workshop on August
25 and 26.

The workshop will be conducted each
day from 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. at the Com-

mittee Room 1 in Parliament. Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa will be the Chief
Guest. Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywar-
dane and Opposition Leader Sajith Prema-
dasa will attend the workshop, a communi-
qué issued by the Parliament Media Unit
said.

Industrialists'
Day re-commences

The Industries Min-
istry said that the
Industrialists' Day, a
concept of the Indus- :
tries Minister Wimal “‘ ﬁ-
Weerawansa, will
restart today.

The Industrialists'

Day will be held every ’
Monday from today at -

73/1, Galle Road,

Kollupitiya, at the Ministry.

On this day, industrialists will have the
opportunity to discuss their issues directly
with Minister Wimal Weerawansa and come
up with solutions. The discussions will be
held from 10 am.

After assuming duties as a Cabinet Minis-
ter prior to the recently concluded General
Election, Minister Weerawansa introduced
the concept. It was briefly stopped during the
General Election.

Central Yanmar
Workshop commences

The newly setup Yanmar Workshop of the
North Central Naval Command was declared
open by Commander North Central Naval
Area at SLNS Pandukabhaya on August 18.

The new facility will be of great value to
undertake major overhauls, breakdown repairs
and TOP overhauls of craft equipped with
Yanmar engines. To coincide with the inaugu-
ration, the Yanmar workshop, the reconstruct-
ed Security Office of SLNS Pandukabhaya
was too declared open on the same day.

Deputy Area Commander of North Central
Naval Area, Departmental Heads, Command-
ing Officer SLNS Pandukabhaya and a group
of officers and sailors from the command were
present.

holders Employment Program
Applicants not been
called for training asked

to submit appeals

Public Services Ministry Secretary J.J. Rat-
nasiri said that steps will be taken to provide
opportunities to qualified applicants who
have not been called for trainee training due
to their membership in the Employees Provi-
dent Fund and employments to submit their
appeals and to call for the training if qualified.

The Secretary to the Ministry of Public
Services, Provincial Councils and Local Gov-
ernment further instructs the applicants to
apply as per the advertisement on the official
website of the Public Services Ministry, Pro-
vincial Councils and Local Government at
www.pubad.gov.lk and to submit their appeal
to the Divisional Secretariat before
15.09.2020.

President meets Maha Sangha

President  Gotabaya
Rajapaksa visited Dhar-
mapalarama Vihara in
Mount Lavinia last Satur-
day and called on the
Chief Incumbent of the
temple  Uththarithara
Mahanayake of the Sri
Lanka Amarapura Maha
Nikaya Aggamaha Pandi-
tha Mahopadhyaya Most

Nabbed with venison

The Buttala Special Task Force act-
ing on a tip-off arrested a suspect with
62.4 kg of venison from the Kumbukka-
na area in the Moneragala Police Divi-

sion.

The suspect along with the venison
was handed over to the Moneragala

Wildlife office.

The suspect is a 33 year-old resident

of the same area.

Held over drugs

Dehiwala Police acting on a tip-off
arrested a suspect with six kg of canna-
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Our new address: No. 14, Badulla Road, Haputale

Ven. Kotugoda Dhamma-
wasa Thera. The Presi-
dent inquired into the
wellbeing of the Maha
Nayake  Thera and
engaged in pleasantries.
Later, the President vis-
ited Vidyalankara Pirivena
in Peliyagoda and called
on the Vidyalankara Pari-
venadipathi, Chancellor of

la area.

the University of Kelaniya
and Chief Sanghanayake
of Colombo and Chilaw
Districts Most Ven. Velam-

itiyawe Kusaladhamma
Thera.
Ven. Kusaladhamma

Thera apprised the Presi-
dent the status of the con-
struction works of the
International Buddhist

bis mixed with mawa from the Dehiwa-

The suspect is a 23 year-old resident
of the same area.

He was produced before the Mount
Lavinia Magistrate’s Court yesterday.
Dehiwala Police are investigating.

Arrested with
ammunition

Two suspects were nabbed with two
foreign-made firearms of 12 bore, a
local 12 bore firearm, 20 bullets and 32
empty bullet shells in the Oluvil area in

the Akkaraipattu Police Division.

The raid was carried out on a tip off
by the officials attached to the Kalmu-

nai Special Task Force.

The suspects are between the ages of

22 and 55 and residents of Ashroff
Nagar and Oluvil.

They were remanded until August 25
after being produced before the Akkara-

pattu Magistrate’s Court last Saturday.
Akkarapattu Police are investigating.

Conference Hall being
built at the Vidyalankara
Pirivena.

President Rajapaksa
promised the Thera that
he will take measures to
fast-track the construction
works of the project.

President Rajapaksa,
who visited the Dharma
Vijayaloka Temple in Kot-

tawa, called on the Maha-
nayake of the Kotte Sri
Kalyani Samagri Dharma
Maha Sangha Sabha of
Siyam Maha Nikaya and
Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Sri Jayawardanepu-
ra Most Ven. Dr. Ittapana
Dhammalankara Thera
and received the bless-
ings.

Suspect arrested with
two ivory amulets

AMALI
MALLAWAARACHCHI

The Department of Wild-
life recently arrested a sus-
pect, while he was trying to
sell two ivory amulets for
Rs. 85,000 via social media.
The suspect was nabbed by
the Wildlife Department in
Kegalle.

The suspect had dis-
played an ad on Facebook
that he has two ivory amu-
lets for sale. The DWC
arrested the suspect after
monitoring the sales
attempt. The suspect was
produced before the Kegalle
Magistrate and was
released on surety bail of
Rs. 100,000. The two ivory
amulets were handed over
to the National Museum for

a forensic report. The case
will be heard again on
December 12.

The DWC raid unit led
by B.S. Sumanaratne, M.P.
Jayaratne, S.A.N.S. Nisan-
sala, W.R.S. Perera, H.R.
Hettiaarachchi, T. Dhammi-
ka, Eranda Bandara and
driver L.C.K. Perera arrest-
ed the suspect.

The amulets
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Please call 057 2268011 or 057 4925800 for assistance

YOUR PARTNER IN PROGRESS

Fitch Rating: AA+(lka) Hatton National Bank is a Licensed Commercial Bank supervised by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka/Hatton National Bank PLC - PQ 82

Your Convenience - Our Move

The HNB Haputale Customer Centre has now moved to a new location.

Meet our team of high achievers, dedicated to satisfying all your banking needs, from today onwards.
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ice Admiral Nishantha
V Ulugetenne assumed duties as

the 24th Commander of the Sri
Lanka Navy on July 15 after being
elevated to the rank of a three-star
Admiral. He is a proud product of
Royal College, Colombo, where he
was also a member of the Cadet Pla-
toon and went on to win the Hermann
Loos Trophy twice, in 1981 and 1982.

Vice Admiral Ulugetenne special-
ized in the fields of gunnery and mis-
siles and was a key member of the
pioneering team that introduced mis-
siles to the Navy fleet. He also held a
range of sea as well as shore appoint-
ments during his illustrious career
spanning over 35 years.

The senior officer served aboard
many fast attack craft and command-
ed the prestigious 4th Fast Attack
Craft Flotilla, at the height of the war.
He also commanded the SLNS
Nandimithra in 2009, aboard which
he was privileged to be its first Weap-
ons Officer and Executive Officer,
earlier.

Apart from that, Vice Admiral
Ulugetenne held office as the Director
Naval Intelligence for over three
years. He also held appointments as
Director Naval Weapons, Deputy Area
Commander (North), Director Gen-
eral (Services), and Commander
Southern Naval Area, Commander
Western Naval Area, Commandant
Volunteer Naval Force and Deputy
Chief of Staff prior to being appointed
as Chief of Staff of Sri Lanka Navy on
May 4, 2019.

In an interview with the Daily
News, Vice Admiral Ulugetenne spoke
of his journey to the top in the Navy,
including his achievements and horri-
fying experiences during the war.

Following are excerpts of the inter-
view with Navy Commander Vice
Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne.

Tellusaboutyour
amily and early

childhood.

A. Both my father and mother were
police officers. My father worked in
the fingerprint department of the
CID. My mother is no more, but my
father lives with me in Rukmalgama.
During my youth, we lived at the Field
Force Headquarters in Colombo. My
elder brother has a Chemistry special
degree from the Colombo University
and is residing in the USA where he
works for a pharmaceutical company.

owdidyoufind
ourwayintothe
avy?

A. I joined Royal College, Colombo
in 1971 and sat for my A/L examina-
tions in the Math stream in 1983. I
left school in 1984. I joined the school
Cadet Corps as a junior cadet in 1979
and remained a cadet until I left
school in 1984. I reached the highest
level possible for a cadet and partici-
pated in two Independence Day
parades. Back then, the Cadet Corps
was the last unit of the Army Volun-
teer Force. During one of these Inde-
pendence Day rehearsals at Galle
Face, our Cadet Platoon was slotted
right next to the Navy and seeing the
Navy officers in their crisp white uni-
forms and the Navy boats, I was deter-
mined to join the Navy someday.

I joined the Sri Lanka Navy as an
Officer Cadet of the 13th Intake in
1985 and underwent basic naval train-
ing at the Naval and Maritime Acade-
my, Trincomalee. Upon successful
completion of training, I was commis-
sioned as a Sub Lieutenant on Janu-
ary 7, 1987. Having proved my abili-
ties, I was promoted to the rank of
Rear Admiral on June 1, 2015. Admi-
ral Jayanath Colombage was my
Training Officer during my cadet
training.

What did you
pecialise in and
whataretheposts
youhaveheldintheNavy?

A. I specialized in the fields of gun-
nery and missiles and was a key mem-
ber of the pioneering team that intro-
duced missiles to the Navy fleet. I
have also held several sea as well as
shore appointments during my career
spanning over 35 years. I served
aboard many Fast Attack Craft

and commanded the 4th Fast
Attack Craft Flotilla, the teeth arm of
the Sri Lanka Navy fleet.

In 2006, I was handpicked by the
then Navy Commander Vice Admiral
Wasantha Karannagoda to head the
Fast Attack Craft Flotilla. I also com-
manded the SLNS Nandimithra in
2009, as its first Weapons Officer and
Executive Officer of the same ship,
earlier. In 1992, I commanded my first
fast attack craft, P464 and in 1997, I
commanded the P481. Then I was
appointed as the first training officer
of the Fast Attack Squadron where I
was responsible for fire-fighting and
lifesaving.

We were trained in fire-fighting
and first aid by the US Navy Seals.
Apart from that, I held office as the
Director Naval Intelligence for more
than three consecutive years just after
the Humanitarian Operation. I also
held the post of Director Naval Weap-
ons, Deputy Area Commander
(North), Director General (Services),
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‘My plans are
to enhance the night
capability and
sensors of the Navy.
| am also trying my
best to acquire
suitable forward
weaponry for two
newly acquired
ships and we are in
the process of
establishing a Navy
Air Wing.’

and Commander Southern Naval
Area, Commander Western Naval
Area, Commandant Volunteer Naval
Force and Deputy Chief of Staff prior
being appointed as Chief of Staff of
Sri Lanka Navy on May 4, 2019.

I earned three Master’s degrees
from Kings College, London, Wollon-
gong University, Australia and Chen-
nai University, India. I attended the
Advance Command and Staff Course
at the Joint Service Command and
Staff College, United Kingdom and
was conferred with ‘psc’ qualification
and Master of Arts in Defence Stud-
ies. I also obtained my Master’s
degree in Maritime Policy from Wol-
longong University, Australia. I also
graduated with a Master of Philoso-
phy in Defence and Strategic Studies.

Youplayedavital
oleinpreventing
umansmuggling
operations,especiallyto
Australia, by sea. Your
comments?

A. While I was in charge of Naval
Intelligence between 2010 to 2013,
people smuggling was rampant with
the use of multi-day fishing trawlers
to smuggle people illegally, especially
to Australia.

However, together with the assis-
tance of other local and Australian
agencies, we managed to greatly
reduce the people smuggling opera-
tions. As a result of our success in
preventing the human smuggling
operations, the Australian govern-
ment gifted two vessels to the Sri
Lanka Navy.

However, unlike back then, now
human smuggling is carried out on a
smaller scale to Reunion Island in
France and to Madagascar. In the
past, these crafts were loaded with
over about 70 persons so we knew
they were being smuggled. But now
they take these groups in smaller
numbers of less than around 10, so it’s
hard to determine if they are being
smuggled or if they are crew members
of a vessel.

NEWS FEATURE

SLNS Nandimithra

t the helm of

o

the Navy

Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne speaks of his career
at sea and the challenges he now faces as
he steers the Navy in the 21st century
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Navy Commander Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne. Picture by Rukmal Gamage

You have earned

wo gallantry
medalsforbravery
foryourparticipationinthe
war.Canyouexplainwhat
thesemedalswerefor?

A. I earned the Rana Sura Padak-
kama (RSP) twice. The first one was
for my participation in Operation Bal-
awegaya when the LTTE sieged Ele-

phant Pass. We were tasked with tak-
ing the Army troops and my boat was
in the first wave. The second instance
was in November 1993 when I was
posted as the officer in charge of a
small naval base in Nagathivanthurai
and the LTTE launched a simultane-
ous attack on all the government
troop camps in Pooneryn.

My camp came under attack and
realising we had no backup I took the
decision to withdraw at sunset with
67 of my men of which 17 were casu-
alties. We removed all essential com-
ponents of the communication sets
and other vital weapons. During sun-
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The commissioning of the 4th Fast Attack Flotilla in Trincomalee.
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set, we crawled into the lagoon and
made it with just our heads above the
water and after around 12 hours we
reached Elephant Pass where the heli-
copters were sent to rescue us. More-
over, the only compass we had with us
was dropped into the lagoon by one of
my men due to exhaustion.

So we had no way of knowing the
direction towards which we were
heading. Then I realised that in an
intermittent flash I was seeing at a
distance the artillery fire from Ele-
phant Pass to support the military
camps under siege.

So, I directed my men towards the
flash which could be seen every 15 to
20 minutes and managed to reach our
destination safely. I also earned the
Vishista Seva Vibhushanaya (VSV)
and Uththama Seva Padakkama
(USP) for exemplary conduct during
my naval career.

I was awarded the Deshaputhra
Medal for sustaining injuries while on
active duty. The LTTE had laid sea
mines and my fast attack craft got
entangled in one of them in the Keera-
malai area in Kankesanthurai and my
boat was thrust into the air and when
it landed, I was thrown and my neck
had got entangled in something and I
was injured. I was taken to Kankesan-
thurai and felt numbness in the left
side of my body. I was treated at the
Army Hospital and thankfully sur-
vived to talk about it.

\Whatis the most

emorableincident

ouexperienced
during the war?

A. During the withdrawal from the
Nagathivanthurai camp while we were
under fire, we could only carry our
essential equipment and had to leave
behind most of our belongings. I did
not realise it, but I had misplaced my
service ID at Nagathivanthurai and
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Vice Admiral
Ulugetenne served
aboard many
fast attack craft and
commanded
the prestigious
4th Fast Attack Craft
Flotilla, at the height
of the war.

after 11 years I was contacted by an
Army officer dealing with de-mining
who notified me that they had found
my service ID while de-mining the
area.

The biggest
hallenge facing
theNavyrightnow
ispreventingdrugsbeing
smuggledintothecountry
bysea.Asthe24thNavy
Commanderhowdoyou
see this challenge?

A. The operations are carried out
purely on intelligence. Without intel-
ligence, drug smuggling operations
cannot be detected. However, we also
monitor any suspicious movements
using our radar stations installed
along the coastal belt. In addition,
now we possess advanced offshore
patrol vessels (OPV) such as Say-
wrala, Sidurala, Gajabahu, Par-
akramabahu, Sayura, Samudura,
Sagara and Jayasagara. We use them
to patrol the Economic Zone to detect
any operations where larger vessels
bring these drugs and transfer them
onto smaller boats to be smuggled
ashore.

We also work in close cooperation
with the CID, TID, Police Narcotics
Bureau and STF to counter these
drug operations. We share intelli-
gence and do our best to prevent
these drugs being smuggled into the
country by sea. All our officers are
trained to detect any suspicious craft
and we search such vessels.

Currently,withthe
hreatofCovid-19
therearereportsof
refugeesbeingsmuggled
into the country from
India.HowdoestheNavy
handletheissuesofillegal
fishing, smuggling of
Keralacannabisandalso
smugglingofrefugeesto
thecountryfromIndia?

A. Yes, this is a big challenge cur-
rently and even when we seize Kera-
la cannabis or other drugs we have to
handle it properly and handle those
who are arrested very carefully not
compromising the safety or exposing
our personnel. It is also a big issue
when we arrest persons at sea as we
are uncertain if they are infected
with Covid-19 or not. However, we
have taken all possible precautions
and we hand them over to the ground
authorities such as the police who
then put them through a quarantine
process.

uring your
enureastheNavy
Commander,what
plans do you have to
improvethecapabilities
andfunctionsoftheNavy?

A. My plans are to enhance the
night capability and sensors of the
Navy. We still do not have proper
forward guns for the two newly
acquired ships. So I am trying my
best to acquire suitable forward weap-
onry for these ships and we are in the
process of establishing a Navy Air
Wing.

At the moment we have eight ships
which can carry helicopters and facili-
tate helicopter landings and take-offs.
We have commenced discussions with
the Air Force and tested landings at
sea as well. Discussions are progress-
ing well and the Air Force has also
responded positively to this proposal.
Our officers are actively engaged with
the Air Force in this regard.

Further, in addition to the two
underwater museums in Galle and
Trincomalee, we have also proposed
two more in Tangalle and Pasikudah
which will certainly be a boost for the
tourism industry. We intend to estab-
lish these two in shallow depths to
make diving easier.

In addition, there are many Navy
personnel who contributed during the
war and who are either retired, disa-
bled and discharged or some who
have passed away, but their families
require help and we must take care of
them. We have already commenced a
programme where those who require
medical supplies from the Navy Hos-
pital no longer need to come to
Colombo for their supply of medica-
tion, but we take the medicines to
them as a welfare measure, wherever
they are in the country.
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Three-year national programme to
uplift agriculture - Aluthgamage

Agriculture Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage in discussion with the offlmals

A three-year national
programme has been
prepared to uplift agri-
culture and will include
plans to develop export
crops including spices,
Agriculture Minister

mage said.

ernment led by the
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa is paying
special attention to
uplift export crops.
Many problems have

Mahindananda Aluthga-

He said that the Gov-

arisen because of the
independent function-
ing of government insti-
tutions related to agri-
culture, he said.

“There should be
proper coordination
between these institu-
tions and a collective
effort was needed,” he
said.

Minister Aluthga-
mage was participating
in an inspection tour of
government institutions
related to agriculture in

the Kandy District last

Friday.

After inspecting the
activities of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture,
Hadabima Authority
and the Department of
Animal Production and
Health, the Minister
visited the Department
of Export Agriculture in

Getambe.

Minister Aluthga-
mage said that the
development of the

export agro-sector will

be included in the
national programme.
“You must all work to
make a tangible differ-
ence in the country’s
export agro-sector with-
in the next three years,”
he advised the officials.
Export Agriculture
Director General Dr. A.
P. Heenkenda said that
55 per cent of the
export crop income
comes from cinnamon.
“Although the price of
pepper has come down,

the

it has earned an export
income of Rs. 63 billion
last year,” he said.

“We expect to
increase export earn-
ings to 100 billion by
2025. A number of new
programmes are already
underway in this
regard. Financial assis-
tance of Rs. 85,000 per
hectare of pepper and
Rs. 75,000 per hectare
of cinnamon is already
provided to farmers,”
the Minister said.

“Despite the global
epidemic of COVID-19,
this year’s export earn-
ings have increased
compared to 2019. We
will get good prices for
export agricultural
products in the future,
he added.
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SLFP Youth Front
President resigns

S.M.WIJAYARATNE.

Kurunegala Daily News Corr.

Kurunegala District Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) and Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Youth Front
President Parliamentarian
Shantha Bandara has
decided to relinquish the
SLFP Youth Front Presi-

dency.

B.W.D DHARMAKEERTHI,
THALAWA GROUP Corr.

Seven persons were injured when a
cab collided with the Talaimannar
night mail train that was plying from
Talaimannar to Colombo in the Ari-
yagama, Paindikulam, Thabuttegama
areae last Saturday around 1.30 am.

Thambuttegama Police stated that
the accident has happened because of

the cab driver’s negligence. The rail-
way gatekeeper was not present at
the time of the accident, police said.
The injured have been admitted to
the Thambuttegama Base Hospital.
Five injured have been admitted to
the Anuradhapura Teaching Hospital

later, hospital sources said.

Thambuttegama police are investi-

gating.

DILSHAN THARAKA

Suspect arrested with 48.29 grams of heroin

A 48-year-old suspect is a resi-

Cab collides with train, seven 1nJured

Colombo
3.00 p.m.
Tel. 011-2325266

CCC - Colombo
6.30 p.m.

Tel. 011-2083064

PVR - Colombo
6.55 p.m.

Tel. 071-4404996

MC Gold -
Colombo
10.45 am
Tel. 011-599 9999

Areena -

Katugastota
10.30a.m./ 2.30p.m./
6.30 p.m.

Tel. 081 2249205

Director by -
Chandana Edirisingha
Pujitha Gunathilaka

He has informed the
SLFP Central Working
Committee his decision on
August 20, when the SLFP

Central Working Commit- to resign to give someone
tee met at the SLFP Head-  else a chance to hold the
quarters. post.

He told the Daily News
that his served his maxi-
mum period and decided

A suspect was arrested along
with 48.29 grams of heroin by the
Western Province- North Crime
Division last Saturday.

He was handed over to the Peli-
yagoda Police.

dent of Dutugemunu Street, Peliya-
goda. He was produced before the
Hulftsdorp Magistrate’s Court yes-
terday.

Peliyagoda Police are investigat-
ing.
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Super Jackpot has been won

Two women
arrested for
murder

RASULA DILHARA,
North Special Corr.

Two women
were arrested by
Mannar Police in
Delft, Jaffna on
Saturday for
allegedly killing
a woman who
was found dead a
few days ago
near a salt pan in
the South Bar
area in Mannar.

One women is
the sister of a
deceased, and it
has been
revealed that she
had killed the
woman with the
help of another
woman and
thrown her body
into the sea.

According to
information
received from a
woman, the two
had killed the
woman and

taken her away
in a three wheel-
er and dumped
her body into the
sea.

A special
police team
began investiga-
tions after a
21-year-old
woman named
Torica Julian was
found dead in
Mannar.

The two sus-
pects involved in
the incident have
been arrested
after checking
CCTV camera
footages at sever-
al locations out-
side the Mannar
South Bar Salt
Lake. The two
suspects are
being questioned
and will be pro-
duced at the
Mannar Magis-
trate’s Court.
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Export Second Wall Tiles,
Floor Tiles and Sanitaryware

LankaTiles Factory Outlets
= 45/100, Nawala Road, Narahenpita.

= Kandy Road, Belummahara, Imbulgoda
(Near 26th km post).

= Lanka Ceramic PLC, Kaolin Refinery,
Baddegama Road, Meetiyagoda.

and at the following locations:
= Ratnapura Road, Bendaluwa, Parakaduwa

(Near 77th km post).

= No. T210/3, Middletone Bazaar,
Nuwara Eliya Road, Thalawakele.
= No. 369 E, Colombo Road, Embilmeegama,

Pilimatalawa.

= No. 12, St. Thomas’ Mawatha, Matara.
= No.689, Anuradhapura Road, Dambulla.
=No. 774 A, High Level Road, Panagoda, Homagama.
= No. 91, Kandy Road, Medawachchiya.
= Hambantota Road, Tissamaharama
(In front of the Filling Station).
= Pothuvil Road, Siyambalanduwa (Near Bank of Ceylon).
= No. 81 C, Colombo Road, Wariyagoda, Alawwa.
= No. 03/M, Negombo Road, Rendapola, Mirigama.
= No. 43, Chilaw Road, Anamaduwa.
= No. 175, Karadypokku Junction, A9 Road, Kilinochchi.

Credit Cards Accepted
*Terms and Conditions Apply

Draw Number > 1196
 Draw Date ) 22.08.2020
; Saturday

Total Value of Prizes

Rs. 4,607,260/-

Development Lotteries Board

356, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva Mawatha,
Union Place, Colombo 02

Tel: 0112 333 546-47

Hotline: 0114 824 824, 0112 333 778 or 1919
SMS: DLB<space>LOT<space>SB & send to 1919
For Interactive Voice Response Service - Call 0114 825 825

%““ching y°‘/'z,,a

For Results
www.dlb.lk

Winning English Letter

and Numbers

Next Super Jackpot

Rs. 52,441,650/-

The purple, green, blue and red tickets are
respectively valid on Mondays, Thursdays,

Saturdays and Sundays.

The winning tickets will be valid for 6 months.

o

Winning Numbers

Do uELm’MENT LOTregy 3

ching Yoy, s
www.dlb.lk

Wasanawa

Gemini
v

5

N~

Development Lotteries Board

No. 356, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva Mawatha,

Union Place, Colombo 2.

Tel: 0112 333 546/47 Hotline: 0114 824 824

Result Hotline: 0112 333 778

Interactive Voice Response Number: 011 4 825 825

~y m.

Rs. 2,770,278/-

Total Value of Prizes

Rs.12,156,738/-

The winning ticket will be valid for 6 months.

SATURDAY
Date: 22.08.2020
ols
Colour: YELLOW

Draw MNo.: 1

—— """""‘""l.i M urmiEHes

.@..i

Ehgirbinfimode? Lomisines Plossil

B Ly B O Tl Mmoot Mhe s Cidesslys T
T ETV

s (P11 EH RIL 0 T s

e L p e e Lo ]

in By

= i

&*ﬂf
CGBT* -19

il-l-d-.l LETIRLIE P

-.al'I-.L&

Draw No.: 3354

Colour: GREEM
™

SATURDAY
.

Winning Numbers

26/|58/62|73 ]

g e Devalopimes Loneies Bosed

T . Dt 8 D el Mg i PR LTS BT
L AL E -k

[ p—— L N TN THE S TR P B

ot Vi S Bl e v - Ll P

e
Winnkng number fior
Rs. 5000- cash prizes.

Winning number for
R 100 cash prizes.

Winning tickets are valid
only for slx months

"
Date: 22.08.2020

NextSuper Jackpot
Rs.37,489,548/-

Tatal Value of Prizes

Rs. 5,394,820/-

The Blue tickets will be valld for the next draw
place on Monday 3408 2030
T wisring tickets will be valid for § montha,

fthat takoes

Total Value of Prizes

5,461,420/-

Winning Numbers

19[30]47]49

/ ';«m?ﬁ"“"fffnr

Lagna

Wasanawa

Development Lotteries Board

No. 356, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva Mawatha,

Union Place, Colombo 2.

Tel: 0112 333 546/47 Hotline: 0114 824 824

Result Hotline: 0112 333 778

Interactive Voice Response Number: 011 4 825 825

2 m.

Rs. 2,000,000/-

Pisces
N e

Date : 22-08-2020

Draw Number : 2899 | Colour : Light Blue

Super Jackpot

Total Value of Prizes

Rs. 9,161,220/-

The winning ticket will be valid for 6 months.

a2

——

Fr R
a0

English Letter & Winning Numbers

@ os5/52/70 71)

Next Super Jackpot

Total Value of Prizes

Rs. 3,699,900/-

Development Lotteries Board

356, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva Mawatha,
Union Place, Colombo 02

Tel: 0112 333 546-47

Hotline: 0114 824 824, 0112 333 778 or 1919
SMS: DLB<space>LOT<space>KK & send to 1919
For Interactive Voice Response Service - Call 0114 825 825

For Results
www.dlb.lk

Draw No:
614 |

Date:

Rs. 81,195,185/-

Yellow, Pink and Green coloured
tickets are valid on Sundays,
Tuesdays and Fridays respectively.
Winning tickets are valid for 6 months.

Colour:

Green

21 August i
“95's| Friday

Super Jackpot

Rs. 10,521,044/-

Date : 21-08-2020
Draw Number : 360 | Colour : Red

English Letter

L

Fate Number

5

Winning Numbers

34 54 70

Development Lotteries Board

No. 356, Dr. Colvin R. De Silva Mawatha,

Union Place, Colombo 2.

Tel: 0112 333 546/47 Hotline: 0114 824 824

Result Hotline: 0112 333 778

Interactive Voice Response Number: 011 4 825 825

o ey

owﬂoPMENT LOTI'(-'R,

g‘\‘\c\‘\mg You, @
www.dlb.lk

Total Value of Prizes

Rs. 4,023,920/-

Next Super Jackpot
Rs. 10,697,696/-

The winning ticket will be valid for 6 months.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation

FRIDAY

Date: 21.08.2020
Draw No.: 1017
Calour: PURPLE

WINning HUMBDITS s—

2969 @

Drvalopmant Lotted s s Boserd
r-r'i-ﬂr—lhi-q-l-l-—l'a-q-hﬂ Vamns gy
s i 0l e
it L AT E g T L]

T BT, S e b W

i .""Ih Lﬂ‘:;b

Tatal Value of Prizes

4,868,580/-

Winnang numbser for
Rs. 500i- cash priipes,

Wanning numbaer for
Rs. 10604 cash prizes.

1383
900

Winning tickets are valid
anly for six months

Bank of Ceylon

The New Limited
Service Branch

(Cash Collection Counter)
of the Bank of Ceylon,

affiliated to Kurunegala

Super Grade Branch

opens today at the premises of
Kurunegala Municipal Council

Limited Service Branch

Bank of Ceylon
Municipal Council,

Kurunegala.
037-2233880
(Kurunegala Super Grade Branch)
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RITWIJA DARBARI

s Europe’s journey with the
A Covid-19 pandemic enters its

next phase, many have
embarked on their summer adven-
tures to Greece, Italy or Spain, riding
the wave of optimism offered by EU
recommendations on opening bor-
ders. Even though a majority of the
countries in Europe are past their
Covid-19 peaks for now, there have
been spikes and fears of a second
wave and people find themselves
checking government travel adviso-
ries with trepidation, almost on a
daily basis, to see whether their
plans will follow through.

This uncertainty and the related
travelers’ anxiety will be the hallmark
of travel and tourism in the age of
Covid-19. Given the varied recovery
trajectories for countries across the
world, reopening and revival strate-
gies will have to be tailored to the
specific context. So what is in store
for this sector in South Asia and
what can the path to recovery of the
industry look like in the region?

According to the World Travel &
Tourism Council (WTTC), the travel
and tourism sector accounted for
10.3 per cent of the global GDP and
330 million jobs in 2019. The sector
has seen high growth in the last 10
years, which can be largely attributed
to factors such as rising disposable
incomes, the emergence of low-cost
carriers, ease of travel through inter-
net-based services and relaxation of
visa regulations.

In South Asia, WTTC estimates
that the sector contributed $234 bil-
lion or 6.6 per cent of the region’s
GDP in 2019. Within the region, the
pandemic could not have come at a
worse time for Nepal’s tourism indus-
try, which has almost entirely shut
down since the outbreak. The gov-
ernment had declared 2020 as the
Visit Nepal Year, announcing a
national campaign with an annual
target of achieving two million tour-
ist arrivals. With the country’s bor-
ders closed to adventure-seeking
mountaineering crowds, the direct
actors along in the tourism value
chain (tour operators, trekking agen-
cies, mountain guides, and sherpas)
have lost their only source of income.

Similarly, the Republic of Maldives
is uniquely vulnerable to external
shocks, and tourism constitutes a
third of the country’s national reve-
nue in this small island state. Neeza
Imad, Minister of State for Economic
Development of Maldives, says,
“Covid-19 has had a devastating
impact on our economy, particularly
in relation to SMEs that account for
most of the tourism related employ-
ment.” As a result of the ongoing cri-
sis, the International Monetary Fund
has projected that the country’s econ-
omy will contract by 8.1 percent in
2020.

After four months of lockdown, the
Maldives opened to welcome tourists
back to its resorts and hotels, with a
comprehensive sector reopening
strategy, aimed towards building
trust and credibility among potential
tourists. Neeza Imad signals a strong
welcome message to the internation-
al tourist community: “We welcome
back tourists as resorts opened on
July 15, 2020. Tourists can be
assured that the government has put
into place strict safety and hygiene
standards to ensure the safe reopen-
ing of the country to tourists from
around the world when travel restric-
tions begin to ease.”

Globally, in an effort to establish a
harmonised approach towards setting
guidelines around the reopening of
the sector, WTTC launched the ‘Safe
Travels’ stamp that has been
designed to allow potential travellers
to recognise establishments around
the world which have adopted stand-
ardised health and hygiene protocols.
Backed by the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO),
the stamp may be used across the
travel and tourism value chain to cer-
tify hotels, restaurants, airlines,
cruise lines, tour operators, restau-
rants, outdoor shopping, transporta-
tion and airports. Since its launch on
May 27, 2020, the WTTC estab-
lished protocols have been adopted
by destination countries and cities
around the world such as Turkey,
Egypt, Portugal, Seville and Cancun.

Regional cooperation
towards restoration

Based on current trends and sur-
vey studies of consumer preferences
and behavioural patterns, projections
on resumption of travel indicate that

South Asia: Best place

in the world for
dventure tourism

India’s adventure tourism circuit with Nepal,
Bhutan and Sri Lanka can boost the sector

e ke

Dining out takes on a new meaning

recovery will be proximity-based,
gradually moving from domestic to
regional and lastly intercontinental.
As part of the institutional response
to the Covid-19 crisis, the World Eco-
nomic Forum regularly convenes a
multistakeholder community of
prominent experts, policymakers and
businesses from the region. The
Regional Action Group for South
Asia held a virtual meet in July to
discuss the impact of the pandemic
on the travel and tourism industry
and the measures that need to be
adopted to support recovery efforts.

Public sector representatives and
businesses from the region agreed
that domestic tourism will lead the
way in this recovery journey. This
puts countries such as India that
have a large domestic market at an
advantage since they will be able to
create more favourable fiscal condi-
tions for stimulating growth in the
sector while actively promoting local
and regional tourism.

As a first step towards recovery,
the possibility of establishing travel
bubbles or corridors that would allow
countries in the region to put in
place protocols for opening up chan-
nels for air travel on a reciprocal

basis was also discussed among
members of the Forum’s Regional
Action Group for South Asia. Estab-
lishing these safe zones bilaterally or
among a group of countries with sim-
ilar recovery trajectories would build
focused capacities to safely manage
the flow of tourists and allow testing
of the framework for reopening on a
larger scale at a later stage.

This approach would also permit a
higher degree of control over a small-
er tourist flow, which would enable
faster rollback of open channels in
the event of unanticipated spikes in

the number of infection cases. Most
recently, India and Maldives have
announced that they will be estab-
lishing a travel bubble to strengthen
connectivity and tourism ties. Such
agreements are likely to come up
with other countries in the region as
terms and conditions of establishing
these safe travel zones are negotiat-
ed.

The World Economic Forum’s
Travel and Tourism Competitiveness
Report published in 2019 attributes
natural and cultural diversity along
with price competitiveness for the

Rock climbing
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emergence of South Asia as an attrac-
tive tourist destination. This is
where the region can leverage region-
al cooperation towards building a
sector revival strategy. For example,
India could explore an Adventure
Tourism circuit with Nepal, Bhutan
and Sri Lanka, where travelers get to
experience the enthralling Himalayan
landscapes, followed by a trip down
south to explore some of Sri Lanka’s
best surfing spots. Similarly, a Spirit-
ual Tourism circuit could offer the
international traveler a well marketed
package to discover the historical
monuments of faith systems that
bind the region together.

An opportunity that can be
explored to bring back the interna-
tional traveler to India is the niche
segment of medical, wellness and
Ayurveda tourism. Had the Covid-19
pandemic not erupted when it did,
the medical tourism space would
have touched the $9 billion-mark in
2020. “India has been a long-pre-
ferred destination for medical tour-
ism but with the Covid-19 pandemic,
this sub-sector is now one of the
worst-hit.” Explains Shobana
Kamineni, executive vice-chairper-
son, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise,

Surfing

India. “As restrictions on internation-
al air travel begin to ease from select
countries, adequate support from the
government will be needed to further
facilitate medical travel, with SOPs
and safety protocols across each
stage of patients’ care continuum. We
will have to actively promote India’s
role in serving those international
patients that urgently need our care
and help build trust that Indian hos-
pitals, as well as health tech compa-
nies, are ready to welcome them
again.”

Long-term measures
to build resilience

In an effort to build back better in
the post-Covid world, it would be
critical to retain and inject capital
investment in the sector so that it
can achieve its true potential as a
vehicle for growth and development.
In June this year, the International
Finance Corporation (IFC)
announced that it is making a $175
million investment in John Keells
Holding. This will go towards
expanding the company’s supermar-
ket chain in Sri Lanka and helping
fund the development of hotel prop-
erties in Sri Lanka and the Maldives,
making it IFC’s largest-ever invest-
ment in Sri Lanka and the first sup-
porting investments in the Maldives
in a decade.

Krishan Balendra, Chairman, John
Keells Holding, shares his views on
the potential of this sector in the
country: “We believe the tourism
growth opportunity for Sri Lanka is
immense as the number of arrivals is
small compared to other countries.
We are catching up after many years
of war and we intend to build our
brand and service levels to be on par
with the best in the world.”

Bhutan, which is the only South
Asian country to have zero Covid-19
related fatalities to date, is also look-
ing into how it can take this pivotal
moment in the region’s shared histo-
ry to strategise growth in the sector.
The country’s ‘High Value, Low Vol-
ume’ tourism policy anchored in pro-
moting sustainable tourism makes it
a unique and exclusive travel destina-
tion. While commenting on the pre-
sent situation in the country, Ugyen
Dorji, Minister of Labour and
Human Resources, Government of
Bhutan, shared that “Though well
managed in Bhutan, the Covid-19
pandemic has of course still had a
negative impact on key national earn-
ings from tourism. The Government
of Bhutan is working on strengthen-
ing the tourism infrastructure, devel-
oping new tourism products and ser-
vices and increasing entry points for
tourists. This investment will go a
long way in building the required
ecosystem to support the intra-
regional demand for tourism and pro-
mote sustainable job creation in the
sector.”

As South Asia continues to face
the challenges posed by the Covid-19
crisis, it is evident that there is
immense potential in the travel and
tourism sector, which can be har-
nessed to contribute to the region’s
economic recovery.

Further investments in the physical
as well as technological infrastruc-
ture will be required to enhance the
competitiveness of the sector in the
region to generate more income and
employment opportunities along the
travel and tourism value chain. The
sector must find innovative means to
bounce back and build future resil-
ience as composite lockdowns get
graded relaxation.

Based on experiences in regions
where this journey has already
begun, greater public-private coopera-
tion will be needed to establish and
comply with health and safety stand-
ards, and protocols while communi-
cating those with clarity and consist-
ency to potential travelers to rebuild
their trust and confidence. Close
coordination among sectors such as
aviation, railways, hospitality and
insurance will be needed to adapt to
the evolving health situations in par-
ticular countries.

Travellers will also have to do their
bit by preparing to deal with the
uncertainties while ensuring that
they comply with changing regula-
tions that help countries manage fluc-
tuations in the number of Covid-19
cases, which will undoubtedly arise
as borders open up and the world
becomes more mobile again.

(Ritwija Darbart is Community
Specialist, Business Engagement,
India and South Asia, World Eco-
nomic Forum. Views are personal.)
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The message
from the North

The 2020 General Election was unlike any other elec-
tion in recent memory, in that it completely changed
the existing political dynamics centred on the United
National Party (UNP) and the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP). Both these national parties took a
severe beating at the polls, getting just one seat
each, though 13 more SLFP candidates who con-
tested through the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) entered Parliament.

While the polls pundits were more or less focused on
this debacle of the two main parties and the emer-
gence of the SLPP and Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB) in their place, only a few focused their attention
on the North, where too the traditional dynamics
were nowhere to be seen. In fact, the only seat the
SLFP won directly was from the North, where the
young SLFP organiser Angajan Ramanathan made a
good impression on the voters.

But this tells another story as well — that the traditional,
ethnically-oriented Tamil parties are no longer the hot
favourites in Jaffna and elsewhere in the North. Our
sister paper Sunday Observer carries an interview
with Co-cabinet Spokesman and Energy Minister
Udaya Gammanpila, who notes that the General
Election is a clear reflection that the people in the
North have moved away from the TNA and embraced
alternative political parties such as the SLFP, SLPP,
EPDP and the TMVP.

“We should read the message by the Northern and the
Eastern voters properly. The simple message is that
they need development instead of more devolution,”
the Minister was quoted as saying by the newspaper.
Minister Gammanpila said the South in general and
the Government in particular, should understand this
strong message and embrace the Northern and
Eastern brethren warmly and join hands with them to
develop their areas.

This can be read in several ways. The TNA itself saw
a split, with moderates in the party who had wanted
to part ways with separatist sentiments on one side
and the more radical elements on the other. However,
there is no doubt that the TNA has been weakened,
perhaps irreversibly. They had 16 seats (and for a
time, the Opposition Leader’s post) in the previous
Parliament, whereas in this one they are down to 10.
This is a serious slide, given that the Northerners
used to vote for the TNA en masse. While some vot-
ers have indeed preferred the even more radical new
Tamil parties, the real focus should be on how many
did not.

These voters have instead kept their faith in traditional
mainstream and dare we say, the so-called ‘Sinhala’
parties such as the SLFP, SLPP and UNP, though
none of these parties is actually ethnic-centred. This
is a radical departure from the usual voting patterns
in the North, where politics was dominated by tradi-
tional Tamil, though secular, parties. But it is not only
in the North that we witnessed this trend — many
Tamil and Muslim voters around the country seem to
have rejected the ethno-religious parties and opted
for mainstream parties such as the SLPP and the
SJB. Moreover, most Tamils and Muslims who con-
tested from the mainstream parties fared really well.
Even among the Sinhalese, a party helmed by Bud-
dhist monks garnered less than 80,000 votes and the
current battle underway among its leaders for the
single National List seat has probably led those vot-
ers too to regret their decision.

In the meantime, the message from the North is loud
and clear: the voters are fed up with separatist senti-
ments and ideology. Any right thinking person knows
it is a non-starter, especially so with this Government
with its steadfast commitment to the country’s nation-
al security, territorial integrity, unitary status and sov-
ereignty. They would rather live peacefully in a unitary
Sri Lanka, enjoying the fruits of peace and develop-
ment that people in the other eight provinces enjoy.

The North lags behind development by around three
decades — the very time period that the war raged on
there — so it should come as no surprise that the
people want to see accelerated development and
livelihood expansion in their areas. Some of the Tamil
parties realised this rather too late in the day, having
focused their energies only or mostly on the ethnic
question and devolution of power. Yes, devolution of
power is part of the equation in that more power
should be given to the local level representatives in
the peripheries to tackle various problems. But the
powers that be in the Northern Provincial Council
squandered this opportunity and wasted a few valu-
able years, which earned the ire of the public.

In any case, the time has come to stop the registration
of any more parties that carry ethnic or religious
monikers which are inimical to the very concept of
reconciliation and national harmony. All political par-
ties registered henceforth must be secular, multi-
ethnic and open to all. The voters in the North have
already given a clear signal in this direction.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Good government is good politics.
Richard J. Daley

TOWARDS A MORE EFFICIENT
PUBLIC TRANSPORT SERVICE

NADIRA GUNATILLEKE

ou should remember very

well the Sri Lanka Poduja-

na Peramuna (SLPP) May

Day rally held at Galle Face
in 2017 and the Local Government
Election held on February 10, 2018.
You must remember how the so-
called 'majority' in the Parliament
made people suffer for four and half
years. Then you should not forget
the petrol and diesel queues.

We must remember those inci-
dents in addition to the islandwide
blackouts that started on 24th March
2019 (last year) and continued for a
month. This so-called ‘majority'
only had Sri Lankan people's real
mandate only for two and half years
(from August 2015 to February
2018) and the rest of the one year
and nine months they ruled the
country without a people's mandate
and made people suffer against their
will. The Sri Lankan people clearly
rejected the 2015 Government on
February 10th in 2018. But this so-
called ‘majority' made the people
suffer.

This group which is clearly against
the majority of the people of Sri
Lanka learned an excellent lesson
during the recent Presidential Elec-
tion and then the General Election.
But they still think they have the
right to make people suffer. It was
revealed from recent news items
published in several newspapers and
websites. It said they now demand
60 percent from the time allocated
for debates in the Parliament. The
people of Sri Lanka wonder what
this group has to say now spending
60 percent of time allocated for
debates. People have already wit-
nessed their nakedness for a period
of four and half years and what they
did to make people suffer in the
hands of political crooks and NGO
agents.

They have nothing to say now
because the country is now walking
forward with a crystal clear plan and
all know what to do, when to do and
how to do because everything is
mentioned in the plan, President's
Policy Document, ‘Vistas of Pros-
perity and Splendour'. There is no
conflict whatsoever because every-
thing is clearly defined and allocated
separately for relevant departments,
institutions and individuals (Minis-
ters). Now what is left is putting this
plan into action with dedication and
honesty.

But as Sri Lankans we cannot
expect everything to be smoothly
implemented because in the past
decades we saw how individuals
with hidden agendas blocked the
country's progress and halted the
people's wellbeing, going against the
mandate given by the people. Some
of those are spies and henchmen of
defeated politicians and some are
after money and nothing else. Those
types of individuals are everywhere
in Sri Lankan State and private insti-
tutions. They continue their journey
no matter how hard the Government
tries to serve the people despite
their ‘work'.

First of all Cabinet Ministers and
State Ministers need to accurately
identify those individuals in their
respective Ministries, departments
and all the other institutions. Action
needs to be taken against those who
made people suffer in the past. Oth-
erwise they will continue their
machinations.

Those individuals wear patriotic
masks, obey the Minister very well
without any invitation. They show
their ‘artificial colours'. They pre-
tend that they were there from the
beginning. They say they did all past
crimes because of the pressures put
on them by the previous regime. But

Public/private buses and SLR trains should be cleaned regularly to offer a better
service to the public

we all should not forget that there
are heroic members of our Armed
Forces who went into prison without
telling lies and without bowing
down in front of traitors of Mother
Lanka.

The real face of these two-faced
individuals can only be revealed by
tracing their secret mobile telephone
calls, secret private unnoticed meet-
ings etc. They act as spies and
agents of defeated politicians and
corrupt officials belonging to the
previous Yahapalana regime. There
is another easy and short way of
revealing their true face. It is reveal-
ing what they posted in social media,
etc before November 16th in 2019
(last year).

Bureaucracy is another obstacle
that stands in the way of fast devel-
opment and fast uplift of people's
welfare. Some officials in almost all
State and private institutions have
their own political view, their own
religion, their own (other) private
income generating avenues in addi-
tion to their formal job, etc. Saving
public money, accelerating work and
quality assurances etc are not in
their mind. It seems almost all sec-
tors in the country are in their
clutches, especially the electricity
generation and supply.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
advised relevant authorities to com-
mence upgrading and offering a
good transport service to the public
by washing and cleaning the buses.
But the President, the Cabinet Min-
isters or State Ministers cannot
wash every single bus run in Sri
Lanka. It should be done by relevant
workers in the State sector and bus
owners, drivers and conductors in
the private sector etc. It is the
responsibility of the commuters to

make sure that they obtain the due
service for the fare they pay. Other-
wise no one will clean buses and
trains because there is no demand
for clean buses and trains.

The current situation of buses and
trains, (the public transport service)
is very pathetic. Only the buses run
by Sri Lanka Transport Board
(SLTB) are tolerable to a certain
extent and the situation of the rest of
the public transport service is far
below the minimum standard. The
most affected condition is the
hygiene or rather the lack of it.
There is no hygiene in the Sri Lan-
kan public transport service at all. It
is inadequate for the demand and
therefore people cannot pay atten-
tion to their personal hygiene while
traveling in public transport servic-
es. Especially during this COVID-19
season, people cannot keep at least a
one millimetre distance, leave alone
one metre, between them while
traveling.

Buses and trains are very dirty.
They are full of garbage. Sri Lankan
passengers dispose of their garbage
inside buses and trains without any
discipline and there is no way of tak-
ing action against them due to lack
of modern technology such as secu-
rity cameras etc. Buses and espe-
cially trains are full of broken win-
dows, seats, etc and there are no
belts to hand to hold onto while
standing and traveling inside trains.
With very little money the relevant
authorities can provide a very com-
fortable public transport service to
the Sri Lankan public. The human
resources involved in the private sec-
tor are hopeless. Passengers are
being treated as beasts and not
human beings.

The problems do not end there.

No trains and buses have run on
time in Sri Lanka since the inception
of the public transport service. Some
bus drivers and engine drivers wait
at bus stops and train stations for
hours until their relations, friends
and mistresses get dressed and turn
up. They cancel trains whenever
they want. They run express trains
behind slow trains and waste peo-
ple's valuable time by halting slow
trains on the way for a long time.
They delay trains as long as they
wish without informing the public.

A simple public announcement is
not made when they delay trains
exactly stating the time of delay. The
announcement is made with words
such as ‘the train will be delayed for
a short time...some time and long
time etc'. The people wonder why
they cannot say for how long the
train is delayed.

It is the same with all the other
sectors in Sri Lanka. Innocent poor
patients die in the hands of some
health staff members due to negli-
gence because the incidents are
being investigated by a team of their
friends who will never ever put their
friends in trouble. These systems
should be changed. The friends of
the culprits should not be appointed
to investigate incidents. For an
example when a doctor or a nurse
does something bad, the investiga-
tion should be carried out by a team
without doctors and nurses in it.

The public servants get paid no
matter whether they serve the public
or not. Knowing this fact, they have
no fear of refraining from carrying
out their duties properly. It is not so
in the private sector and not doing
the job properly will have a definite
negative impact on their employ-
ment. Therefore the employees
make sure that they do their job
properly without any delay. There-
fore a system needs to be established
for the public sector for monitoring
and taking action against delays and
other shortcomings of the employ-
ees.

*Silverfish is everywhere. We have
to control them and destroy them
when required. Otherwise they eat
and destroy the entire wardrobe. It
is because of their nature. It is the
same with the public sector. We
need to identify all “silverfish” accu-
rately and quickly and control and
destroy them in order to propel the
country forward. We cannot let sil-
verfish rule the country any longer.
They ruled the country for a period
of over seven decades. Enough is
enough. Now is the time to use cam-
phor.
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India: Pivotal need to improve
ties with Sri Lanka, Bangladesh

P.K. BALACHANDRAN

lagued by conflicts with neigh-

bouring China, Pakistan and

Nepal, India is showing

renewed interest in forging

close ties with Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka which, despite the existence of
contentious issues, remain India’s only
friends in South Asia.

In the absence of a reasonably good rela-
tionship with these two countries, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “Neighbor-
hood First” policy will have gone kaput.

Indian Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan
Shingla’s two-day unofficial visit to Dhaka to
hand over a message from Modi to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and to meet a cross
section of opinion makers, gave an opportu-
nity to discuss some contentious issues.

Likewise, Indian Foreign Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar’s telephonic conversation with his
Sri Lankan counterpart Dinesh Gunawarde-
na helped open a dialogue on some issues
which have soured bilateral relations.

While key issues like the sharing of Teesta
waters, killings of Bangladeshis by the Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) and anti-Bang-
ladesh and anti-Muslim utterances by leaders
of the Bharatiya Janatha Party remain,
Shringla and Hasina agreed that the special
relationship between the two countries
should be upheld as a matter of priority.

It remains to be seen if the ruling Bharati-
ya Janatha Party, which wants to capture
West Bengal in the 2021 Assembly elections,
will show restraint in making comments
about Muslims, Bangladesh and the so called
illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.

Vis-a-vis Sri Lanka, New Delhi appears to
have no alternative to working with the
nationalistic Government of President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa and Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, which is commonly seen as pro-
China.

The Rajapaksas’ Sri Lanka Podujana Pera-
muna (SLPP) romped home with a two
thirds majority when the Parliamentary Elec-
tions were held this month. As in the case of
Bangladesh, many issues in Indo-Lanka rela-
tions remain to be settled.

This can only be done diplomatically, tak-
ing into consideration each other’s legitimate
concerns. India can no longer apply the kind
of pressures it did in the past because, since
2010, there is another powerful player in the
region — China.

Indo-Bangla relations, which had been
very cordial and fruitful since 2008, hit a bad
patch with India declaring 1.9 million people
in Assam as non-citizens and as illegal
migrants from Bangladesh. The Indian Home
Minister, Amit Shah, described them as “ter-
mites” to be got rid of. Bangladesh denied
that they were Bangladeshis.

Bilateral tension led to Bangladesh cancel-
ling some important high level visits to India.
Recently, the Bangladeshi newspaper Bhorer
Kakoj and the Indian daily Hindu carried a
story saying that Bangladesh Prime Minister
Hasina had not given an appointment to the
Indian High Commissioner Reva Ganguly for
four months.

There were also reports in the Pakistani
media that the Pakistani High Commissioner
had met the Bangladeshi Foreign Minister
and that this signalled a thawing of ties with
Pakistan to India’s detriment. This caused
ripples in New Delhi.

But after a period of suspense-filled silence,
Bangladesh let it be known that due to
COVID-19, Prime Minister Hasina had not

The Proposed East Container Terminal at the Colombo Port.

The Kushinagar International Airport

met any foreign envoy, and not just the Indi-
an envoy. The Bangladeshi Government
described its relations with India as “rock
solid” and the media reports to the contrary
as “speculative”.

To end speculation the Indian Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla visited
with a message from PM Modi to Sheikh
Hasina. It is understood that, among other
issues, the two discussed the difficulties
encountered in some India-financed projects
due to problems of mobilization of resources
and sourcing of material for the projects.

Both countries know that it is not easy to
break India-Bangla ties. This is partly
because they share an intense antipathy to
Pakistan. Indians should note that Bangla-
desh has made it clear Pakistan that there
can be no normalization with it until Islama-
bad tenders an unqualified apology for its
atrocities prior to independence in 1971.

Furthermore, Bangladesh is India’s biggest
trade partner in South Asia. India’s exports
to Bangladesh for financial year 2018-19
(April-March) stood at US$ 9.21 billion and
imports from Bangladesh for the same peri-
od stood at US$ 1.22 billion. India has

ensured duty-free access of Bangladeshi
goods to the Indian market, especially ready-
made garments.

Energy cooperation between the two sides
has also shown a lot of positivity with the
Indian state of Tripura supplying 160 MW of
power to Bangladesh in addition to the 500
MW the country is receiving from West Ben-
gal since 2013. India has a transit agreement
with Bangladesh which allows its goods to
travel across Bangladesh from West Bengal
to Tripura cutting the travel time signifi-
cantly.

On August 18, Indian External Affairs
Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, spoke to his Lan-
kan counterpart, Dinesh Gunawardena, to
congratulate him on his reappointment as
Minister of Foreign Relations and say that he
looked forward to working closely to take
India- Sri Lanka partnership to greater
heights.

The Indian side said that the strong man-
date received by the Sri Lankan Government
in the Parliamentary Elections would play a
key role in strengthening the commitment on
the part of both countries to take the bilat-
eral relationship forward.

Indian External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar with Foreign Minister
Dinesh Gunawardena.

On August 18, Indian External Affairs Minister,
Dr. S Jaishankar, spoke to his Lankan counterpart,
Dinesh Gunawardena, to congratulate him on
his reappointment as Minister of Foreign Relations and
say that he looked forward to working closely to
take India- Sri Lanka partnership to greater heights.
The Indian side said that the strong mandate received
by the Sri Lankan Government in the Parliamentary
Elections would play a key role in strengthening the
commitment on the part of both countries to
take the bilateral relationship forward.

India has many economic issues pending,
such as its participation in running the
Colombo port’s East Container Terminal
(ECT), and the Trincomalee oil tanks, as
well as more than a dozen projects for which
MoUs were inked in 2017. But of late, India
has put emphasis on the Buddhist links
between the two countries.

The present Indian High Commissioner
Gopal Baglay is spearheading this. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has invited Sri
Lanka to operate the first international flight
from the new international airport at Kushi-
nagar, a town in Uttar Pradesh associated
with the Buddha.

India’s using Buddhism to firm up ties
with Buddhist-majority Sri Lanka is signifi-
cant because both China and Pakistan have
started harking back to their Buddhist past
to buttress ties which have so far been based
on other considerations such as investments
and aid in the case of China and military
sales in the case of Pakistan.

China, especially, is investing quite mani-
festly in soft power to give its economic clout
a human face. Pakistan is trying to create the
impression that it is not a country of Islamic
extremism but a tolerant one which is proud
of its Buddhist past.

However, there are bread and butter issues
like Colombo Port’s Eastern Container Ter-
minal (ECT) and the Trincomalee Oil Tanks

which have to be taken up. A Memorandum
of Cooperation (MOC) had been signed on
the ECT according to which the Terminal
Operations Company to be formed would be
jointly owned by the Sri Lanka Ports Author-
ity (51% shares), Japan (34%) and India
(15%). While India has been seeking a pres-
ence saying that 70% of Colombo port’s busi-
ness is trans-shipment to and from India, a
section of the Lankan Government and the
port workers’ unions do not want the opera-
tion of the port to be given to any foreign
entity.

The Rajapaksa Government will have to
take a call on this quickly as a miffed India
could choose another hub for the trans-ship-
ment of Indian cargo, depriving Colombo
port of 70% of its business.

The case of the Trincomalee oil tanks is
also pending apart from about 15 other pro-
jects. In 2003, India was given the 99 oil
tanks in Trincomalee for refurbishment and
use. But only 15 tanks are being used. The
Sri Lankan Government had wanted 16 of
the remaining 84 tanks to be handed over to
it. Finally it was decided that the 84 tanks
will be jointly developed. But the matter is at
a standstill. On the other joint projects the
Rajapaksa Government said that it would go
ahead with some and opt out of others. But
there is a standstill here too, partly due to
COVID-19. (The Citizen)

RAVI PERERA

Switch off the lights

ne wonders what the
response of a Japanese
oligarch would have been,
had the organisation he
leads failed to prevent a
country- wide power failure that went
on for nearly half a day, turning the

lives of 22 million people into a swel-
tering misery, wiping out millions of
rupees from an economy already reel-
ing from the effects of the Covid-19
virus and making a country aspiring
for a resurgent status, a laughing
stock.

Electricity today is as important as
the air we breathe. Cut it off, and
everything comes to an abrupt halt.
Without electricity very little can be
done; schools close, offices cannot
function, factories stop production,
hospitals cannot operate, denied the
guidance of the traffic lights chaos
descends on the roads; the country
comes to a grinding halt.

The very evening of the blackout,
the Chairman of the Ceylon Electrici-
ty Board went public, interpreting
and also explaining the mishap that
befell the country. He said hundreds
of technical officers were working on
the problem, even going without their
lunch. Reference to that enormous
sacrifice, set the tone of the defence.
Technical terms were freely thrown
in, ‘high voltage network’, ‘national
grid’, ‘power outage’, words offering
little relief to the millions sweating in
the unremitting heat.

Apparently, it is important to locate
power stations at sites with long
names; Norochcholai , Kerawalapiti-
va; placed before the impressive
length of these names, a people’s ire
recedes into insignificance. A per-
son’s temper may rise or fall; but
Norochcholai, Kerawalapitiya has a

permanency to its tone, both compel-
ling as well as unmoving , the Chair-
man intoned these place names.

If the problem could be identified
before the very evening was over, was
it beyond the capacity of the Electric-
ity Board to have anticipated its
occurrence? If anticipated, could this
massive loss have been avoided? As if
one disaster justifies the second, an
earlier power outage (2016?) was
brought up defensively. These are
only episodes one and two, the people
must expect a whole series of break-
downs.

Power generation is easily the
nation’s highest expenditure, every
citizen carrying a proportionate bur-

den of the import cost of the raw
material. When power is generated,
the citizen also pays for the service,
by way of his electricity bill. Despite
the well regulated work routine at the
Electricity Board, including the set
lunch hour, our power generation is
not competitive, being one of the
most expensive power suppliers in
the region. Naturally, the country’s
national cost of production is also
uncompetitive.

It is unanimously accepted that our
so called power sector is riddled with
corruption. The old cocktail; shad-
owy operatives (to call them entre-
preneurs, is to diminish the concept)
representing foreign suppliers of coal,

oil or turbines, corrupt our public
officials, to make the foul-smelling
concoction, leaving the country in a
permanent state of a hangover. Nei-
ther these nation’s blood suckers nor
the government officials selling their
souls, can explain their assets and
income, so gained. As usual, the law
enforcement agencies, including the
Inland Revenue Department are deaf
and blind, too busy chasing the small
businessmen in the village.

Nature has bestowed to us the Sun,
the rain and the wind, more than gen-
erously. We are told these are uneco-
nomical assets, it is through the
imported fuel and coal that we can see
the ‘light’. These modes of power
gdeneration are easier to establish;
there are several foreign companies
eagerly targeting corruptible Third
World countries for their greedy
schemes. There is money in them.
They can turn public officials of the
poor Third World, to act against their
own country. On the other hand,
nature friendly, renewable energy
sources are initially expensive, and
their promoters by and large, are less
sleazy.

To a man, from the primary stage to
the university, sometimes even to the
post graduate level, the engineers at
the Electricity Board are beneficiaries
of our free education system. Thereaf-
ter, their working life has been in the
public sector, a service not distin-
guished for its efficiency or economy.
To make matters worse, the Electrici-

ty Board is a monopoly, a culture and
training which gives the engineer an
idea that he is of godly status; answer-
able to none.

Of course, the whole thing is a fan-
tasy. What we have is a weak and
corrupted structure, open to any and
every trespass. If the Easter Sunday
(2019) bombs shattered the pretence
of peace, August 17 (2020) dented
the claims of efficiency, ease of doing
business and the reliability of servic-
es. The country reaffirmed its inabili-
ties.

It is imperative that the State
asserts its seriousness of purpose. A
holder of high public office may right-
ly claim credit for the organizations’
achievements, however, he must also
take the rap for its failings. It is very
possible, that he is not directly
responsible for the failing, but on
account of the elevated responsibility
he carries on behalf of the entire
population, must answer for any laps-
es during his watch. Sadly, in Sri
Lanka, success has many fathers, but
failures are orphans.

The consequences of disasters such
as the Easter Day bombings and the
island-wide blackout are too grave to
be restored by working without a
lunch break. Somebody must accept
responsibility.

In Japan, if such an event were to
happen, the person formally responsi-
ble would have fallen on the sword, at
least, figuratively. But then, Japan, is
another country.
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Renewable energy:

Duminda charts plan
to achieve Govt. target

NIMAL WLJESINGHE
Anuradhapura Additional District Corr.

Solar, Wind, Grid Power Genera-
tion Projects Development State
Minister Duminda Dissanayake said
that there will be a well-designed far-
sighted plan for utilising renewable
energy resources to achieve Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s target of
using 80 percent of renewable energy
in the national grid within the next
10 years.

Dissanayake was speaking when he
inspected the Sri Lanka Sustainable
Energy Authority (SLSEA) and Sri
Lanka Atomic Energy Board recenty.

The State Minister held discus-

sions with the

Authority and

the possibility

buildings.

SLSEA L.H. Ranjith and the Board
of Directors with regard to the ongo-
ing power generation projects and
the future plans to develop the sus-
tainable energy sources.

The State Minister said that the
Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy

close collaboration and with mutual
understanding in fulfilling the coun-
try’s total energy requirement. He
requested the officials to look into

energy generation projects by using
the roofing of the country’s school

“There are a large number of
mushroom solar power production
companies and most of such compa-
nies showcase their out-of- date tech-
nologies to update and thus, the sec-
tor is losing credibility among cus-
tomers.

This situation shall be remedied to
attract the public to confidently
depend on sustainable energy sourc-
es, especially solar power. I am pre-
pared to make necessary changes in
the provisions of the Sri Lanka Sus-
tainable Energy Authority Act No.
35 of 2007 to overcome the challeng-
es and to encourage new entrepre-
neurs,” Dissanayake said.

Chairman of the

the C.E.B. will work in

of commencing solar

and the Sri Lanka Atomic Energy Board.

State Minister Duminda Dissanayake exchanging views with the officials of the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority

‘President’s

ARIYAPALA WAN-
SHATHILAKE

Kurunegala Central Spl. Corr.

The country cannot pro-
gress without developing
the local economy, Batik,
Handloom Fabrics, and
Local Apparel Products
State Minister Dayasiri
Jayasekara said in Hettipola
recently.

State Minister Jayasekara
was accorded a warm wel-
come by SLPP supporters
who were celebrating the
massive victory of the SLPP at the polls
and were grateful for the State Minister’s
vast contribution to the development of
the NWP. State Minister Jayasekara said
he was satisfied with the portfolio given
to him by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa

State
Jayasekara

Minister

vision is
to develop local economy’

Dayasiri

ancient kings who ruled in Sri Lanka. The
President’s vision is to uplift these indus-
tries,” Jayasekara said.

He said Salusala could be utilized to
create a point of sale for batik and hand-
loom fabrics and apparel.

Wayamba farmers
to get sufficient water

ARIYAPALA WANSHATHILAKE

Kurunegala Central Spl. Corr.

and he would do his best
to achieve what the Presi-
dent expects from him.
“The development of
one of the most important
industries in the country
had long been neglected.
“The government has
embarked on a programme
to uplift local industries
which had not been given
priority,” he said. “Local
apparels was one of the
most powerful industries
during the times of our

ince. Under this project, 12,500 farm-
lands could be irrigated in both seasons,
the Premier said.

The people of Wayamba not only suf-
fered from a lack of water for cultiva-
tion, but they were also subject to kid-
ney disease on account of a drinking
water shortage.

The people who will be displaced due
to the Wayamba Ele project will be
given lands as compensation and the
selection of these lands would be car-
ried out by the project officers of the
area and the Commissioner and divi-
sional secretaries, the Premier said.

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
also instructed the Road Development
Authority to repair the rural roads in
the province.

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
along with officials recently inspected
the Wayamba Ele project in the North
Western Province.

The people requested the Premier to
provide a permanent solution to the
water shortage for their farmlands,
which has been a long-standing prob-
lem.

The Prime Minister said canals would
be constructed to channel the water of
the Kurunegala district towards Polpith-
igama, Ahatuwewa, Galgamuwa and
Mahawa.

The government plans to renovate
353 tanks in the North Western Prov-

2014 landslide victims
to get houses

NAVARATNA BANDARA will be utilized in carry-

Five dead in Alawwa accident

M. MAHARUF ™

Kurunegala South Group Corr.

Mahaweli Systems Group Corr.

A housing pro-
gramme has been
approved for Miri-
yabedda landslide vic-
tims who found them-
selves homeless after
the disaster which
occurred on the estate
of Koslanda, off Hal-
dummulla in the
Haputale electorate on
October 29, 2014.

It will be executed by
the Badulla District Sec-
retariat while the Hal-
dummulla Divisional
Secretariat will be coor-
dinating the work at the

ing out a house building
project for each of the
families benefitting from
the programme, who
have waited long for
alternative housing.

At 7:30 in the morning
of October 29, 2014, a
landfall triggered by con-
tinuous rainfall for three
consecutive days affected
a whole community of
estate workers on the
estate of Koslanda in the
Haputale electorate, off
Badulla.

Sixteen deaths were
confirmed, 192 people
were believed to be miss-
ing and about 150 homes

Five young persons died instantly
when the car they were travelling in
collided with a tipper at Walakumbu-
ra, Alawwa, along the Colombo —
Kurunegala main road at around 4.00
am on Saturday.

Of the five youths, three were work-
ing at the construction company
MAGA.

The group was returning home
after attending a funeral in Warakapo-
la on Friday night. They were identi-
fied as Mihiri Sachitra Pathirana (29)
of Ibbagamuwa, Charitha Koushalya
(25) of Pannala, Ibbagamuwa, Charith
Dilshan Jayasanka (28) of Nelundeni-
ya, Srimal Manoj Mallawarachchi (25)
of Welimada and Tharuka Adeesa
(23) of Kottukachchiya.

The driver of the tipper is in custo-

field level.
Funds of Rs. 1,200,000

were buried, according
to a fact file.

dy. Alawwa Police are conducting fur-
ther investigations.

The car which was involved in the accident. Picture by M. Maharuf

Cardamom stolen from estate

J.M. HAFEEZ

Akurana Group Corr.

Panvila Police arrested four people on suspicion
of stealing cardamom from the Kelebokka State
Plantations cooperative estate in Panvila, on August
19.

The suspects appeared before Teldeniya Magis-

Over 360 sailors
pass out

trate Sanaka Kalansooriya and were released on a
personal bail of Rs. 100,000 each.

The suspects had entered the cardamom planta-
tion area of the Kelebokka estate and stolen the
spice, weighing about 20 kg.

Panvila Police also said that a conflict arose
between the four suspects on sharing the quantum
of spice stolen.

No TV signal,

say residents

AJITH GANGODA

Udadumbara Group Corr.

The residents of Gomagoda, Digana, complain that
the television signals in the area are poor and they
cannot watch TV. The reception for Rupavahini too is
poor with little or no signal at all.

A resident of the area Kumari Deegala said that
some residents use dish antennas which also do not
function well.

She said the residents had complained about this
matter but had not received a positive response from
relevant authorities.

The residents also said that all mobile network cov-
erage is also poor in the area and therefore they have
to walk a long distance to make a call. They request
the relevant authorities to look into this matter.

Arrested
with heroin

AKURANA GROUP CORR.

Kandy Ambakottai Police Special Task
Force (STF) arrested seven youths for posses-
sion of heroin in a house in the Katugastota
area last Thursday.

Police said the suspects were between 20
and 25 years old. The detainees were handed
over to the Katugastota Police for further
action.

When the Katugastota Police produced the
suspects before a Kandy magistrate, two of
the suspects were placed on a restraining
order and the other five were released on cash
bail of Rs. 7,500 each.

At the passing out ceremony.

for the Recruit with the Highest
Aggregate in all subjects.
Meanwhile, Recruit
K.R.E.K. Perera secured the
title as the Best Marksman
and Recruit L.G.S.D. Kumara
and Woman Recruit G.B.H.B.
Dharmashri won the awards

Three hundred and sixty two
(362) regular and volunteer
recruits of the 240th intake of
Sri Lanka Navy, after completing
their basic training, passed out
in a colourful ceremony held at
the parade ground of SLNS
Nipuna in Boossa on August 21.

Nabbed after hiding for 10 years

KAPILA SOMARATNE

Panadura Group Corr.

A convict in a murder case
concluded at the Embilipitiya
High Court was arrested by the
Bandaragama Police on August
16, while he was hiding in a
house in Kindellapitiya, Wellmil-

South.

Police investigations revealed

that the accused Kithulmullaga-
mage Samankumara was the
brother of Wambotta, the leader
of an underworld gang in the

He was sentenced to death by
the Embilipitiya High Court in
2010 when he was found guilty of
la. committing a murder.

The case was heard in absentia

The ceremony held in accord-
ance with naval traditions was
graced by Director General
Training, Rear Admiral A.A.R.K.
Perera, as the chief guest.

During the passing out cere-
mony, those recruits who were
outstanding in the basic training
period received awards in recog-
nition of their performances.

Recruit E.A.C. Rohitha was
adjudged the Best Recruit and
Woman Recruit K.M.S.K.K.
Chandrasekara won the award

for Best Sportsman and Best
Sportswoman respectively.
The ‘Mihikatha’ Division was
selected as the Best Division
of the 240th intake.

Southern Naval Area Com-
mander, Commandant of SLNS
Nipuna, senior and junior offic-
ers from the Navy Headquarters
and Southern Naval Command,
senior and junior sailors as well
as parents of the newly passed
out recruits attended the cere-
mony.

of the accused as he had been
absconding for the last 10 years.

Bandaragama Police received
information about the accused
and he was arrested by the
Police. He was produced before
the Panadura Additional Magis-
trate and ordered to be produced
before the Embilipitiya High
Court.

Police nab
‘Egodauyana’ Janiya

KAPILA SOMARATNE

Panadura Group Corr.

Moratuwa Magistrate Kosala Ramanayake issued
a four-day detention order to interrogate a suspect
on drug trafficking in the Egodauyana area.

Egodauyana OIC Inspector Anil Masakorala with
a police party arrested the suspect ‘Egodauyane’
Janiya who was on bail in connection with a mur-
der case pending before court.

Police told court that on August 21, Janiya was
arrested with possession of five grams of heroin.
On interrogating the suspect, police also recovered
Rs. 1 lakh in cash when they searched the garbage
bin of the house.

Aged man dies
in accident

KAPILA SOMARATNE
Panadura Group Corr.

A retired civil servant was killed when the motor-
cycle he was riding collided head on with another
motorcycle on the Moragahahena - Padduka road
last Thursday.

The victim Gallage Rathnasena of Millewa (76)
was on his way to visit his daughter at the time of
the accident.

Inquirer into Sudden Deaths Udaya Kumara
recorded a verdict of accidental death at the
inquest.

Four remanded for

abuse of underage girls
KAPILA SOMARATNE

Panadura Group Corr.

Four suspects involved in a case of kidnap and
sexual abuse of four underage girls were remanded
by Kalutara Additional Magistrate N. Nanayakkara
when they were produced before court with a B
Report by the Payagala Police on Friday.

Police told court that six underage girls who
were inmates of the Serupita Kalutara Children’s
home were found missing on Thursday. It tran-
spired that the four suspects had taken them to a
rest house in the Kataragama area.

The suspects were known to the girls, two of
whom were allegedly raped by their boyfriends.

Subsequently, the suspects had taken the girls
back to Payagala. One suspect was an employee of
the rest house.

Following a complaint made to the Payagala
Police, a team of policemen conducted investiga-
tions and arrested the four suspects after recording
the statements of the girls.

Two girls were produced before the AJMO Nago-
da Hospital and the medical report confirmed that
they had been raped.

The four suspects were produced before court
and were remanded by the Kalutara Magistrate till
August 29.

Mimeosa cuts off
water supply

NAVARATNA BANDARA
Mahaweli Systems Group Corr.

Part of the reservoir of Bandarawewa in the
Walala area, off Kundasale is thickly overgrown
with giant mimosa (locally known as yodhanidi-
kumba).

A rice field of about 150 acres around it has been
affected as a result, for it has been not able to be
irrigated properly.

A group of farmer families around the reservoir
lament that their effort to get rid of the invasive
‘giant’ has been futile.

It is expected that the Agrarian Development
Department will look into the matter which is of
concern to most farmers in the areas of Dam-
baraawa, Hambeamuna, Hurikaduwa, Kithulethen-
na, Rathmaloya, Walala and Wihaaravela, growing
rice who depend on the Bambarawewa for irriga-
tion.

The giant mimosa
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President seeks more effective system
to end human-elephant conflict

NIMAL WIJESINGHE,

Anuradhapura Additional District Group Corr.
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has
instructed wildlife conservation authori-
ties to take steps soon to control and
abolish the human-elephant conflict.
The Wildlife Conservation Depart-
ment, therefore, is planning a more
comprehensive system in this regard

now.

Anuradhapura Government Agent

R.M. Wanninayake has brought to the
notice of wildlife authorities that the
Anuradhapura District needs a 850 km
long electric fence as per the requests
by 22 Divisional Secretaries and the
farmer organisations in the district.
According to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Department sources, since 2010 to

mid-2020, about 2,635 wild elephants

had perished and 685 persons died.
However, human deaths or killings of
wild elephants were not reported in
2010 and 2011 from Anuradhapura,
Uva, Kilinochchiya, Vavuniya, Trinco-

malee and Puttalam.

Dr. Pruthawiraj Franando, an NGO
member, said that all efforts by the
Wildlife Department during the last 75
years to control the conflict seemed

utter failure since 70 per cent of the
wild elephants live outside the wildlife
reservations.

"The main reason for the conflict has
been the unlimited and careless clearing

of jungles where wild elephants roam to

set up development projects mainly for
agriculture purposes,” he said.

An elephant needs 50 - 600 square kil-
ometers for roaming.

PC members elected to
Parliament felicitated

NADIRA GUNATILLEKE

Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) found-
er Basil Rajapaksa handed
over a memento to SLPP
MP Sarath Kumarasiri at
a ceremony held recently
to felicitate SLPP Provin-
cial Council Members
who were elected as Par-
liamentarians at the Gen-
eral Election.

The event was held at
the Grand Monarch Hotel
on August 21 under the
patronage of Presidential
Task Force on Economic
Revival and Poverty Alle-
viation Chairman, Basil
Rajapaksa.

In addition to the ex-
MPs in Badulla, Puttalam
and Polonnaruwa, the
remaining newly elected
MPs in the three districts
are former SLPP Provin-
cial Councillors. Among

SLPP MP Sarath Kumarasiri
SLPP founder Basil Rajapaksa.

the newly elected MPs
are former Chief Minis-
ters, Provincial Ministers
and Provincial Council-
lors.

receiving a memento from

Fifty Eight SLPP ex-
provincial council mem-
bers contested the Gener-
al Election, and 28 were
elected to Parliament.

TNA meets Indian High Commissioner

Tamil National Alliance (TNA) mem-
bers met the Indian High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka and his Senior Officials at
the India House on Saturday and dis-
cussed the Tamil people’s post General
Election issues among others.

The High Commissioner congratulated
the TNA on being returned to Parliament

and assured India’s commitments to find-
ing a resolution to the Tamil national
question in Sri Lanka.

TNA leader R. Sampanthan, Mavai
Senathirajah, Dharmalaimgam Siddart-
han, Selvam Adaikkalanathan and M. A
Sumanthiran were present, a TNA press
communiqué said.

AMPARA DISTRICT
GROUP CORR.

The All Ceylon Makkal
Congress (ACMC) has
announced that the party
has removed former
Chairman of Samman-
thurai Predeshiya Sabha
(PS) A.M.M. Naushad
from all posts and respon-
sibilities he held in the
party.

Naushad had resigned
from the chairmanship on
August 4 during the Par-
liamentary election cam-
paigns saying that his res-

ignation will be effective
from August 10.

There was allegation
against him that he was
not supporting the
ACMC, which contested
the Parliamentary Elec-
tion for the first time
under peacock symbol

from the Digamadulla Dis-

trict

He has been suspended
for acting against the
interests of the party and
violating the ethics of the
party. His speeches and
activities during the last

ACMC removes Sammanthurai
PS Chairman
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A.M.M. Naushad

General Election were
unfavorable to the party,
an ACMC press release
said.

Naushad contested
under ACMC and elected
as Sammanthurai PS
Chairman at the last Local
Government election.

CAA raids 14

salons in Puttalam

S.M.WIJAYARATNE, Kurunega-

la Daily News Corr.

The Consumer Affairs
Authority (CAA) of the
Puttalam District raided
14 salons in Puttalam on
August 22 and seized
harmful ointments and
other substandard cosmet-
ics.

The estimated value of

the ointments and other
cosmetics is about Rs.
500,000, a CAA official
said. These have been
imported from India and
Pakistan.

Eight suspects were
arrested, and they will be
produced before the Put-
talam Magistrate tomor-
row, the official said.

Suspect with toy pistol arrested
for making death threat

MAHINDA P. LIYANAGE, Galle
Central Special Corr.

Hikkaduwa police arrest-
ed a suspect for making
death threat to a person
with a toy pistol.

The suspect, a resident
of Dodanduwa, Galle had
returned from Italy recent-

ly, police said. He had
argued with a man over a
money transaction at a villa
in Dodanduwa and threat-
ened him pointing a fake
pistol which he had brought
from Italy, police said.

Hikkaduwa police are
investigating.

‘School curriculum
to be changed’

S.M.WIJAYARATNE.
Kurunegala Daily News Corr.

The school curriculum
will be changed as per a
decision by Education
Minister Prof. G.L.Peiris,
Education Ministry Secre-
tary Prof. Kapila Perera
said.

Therefore, school heads,
teachers, education direc-
tors, parents, and civil

organisations have been
asked to forward their
views and opinions in this
regard.

He also said that A/L
students will be provided
with a career guidance to
select their study streams
and free text books as well.
The Minister will submit a
Cabinet paper in this
regard very soon, he said.

Arrest warrant on monk
for molesting law student

SHAVINI MADHARA

Colombo Chief Magis-
trate Lanka Jayaratne
ordered the OIC of the
Children and Women’s
Bureau of the Maradana
Police to arrest and pro-
duce in court the monk
who allegedly molested a
law student at an office of
the Supreme Court on
August 7.

The victim’s counsels
had earlier told the magis-
trate that the OIC of the
Bureau had failed to arrest
the suspect and produced
him before Court although
the senior Western Prov-

ince DIG had issued an
order in this regard.

The Children and Wom-
en’s Bureau informed court
that statements had been
recorded from the victim.
Although the location
where the suspect resided
was searched, the Bureau
failed to arrest the monk,
the Children and Women’s
Bureau stated.

Counsel Achala Siri-
wardena, Colombo Chief
Magistrate’s Court Law-
yers’ Association President
Sanjaya Anthony and few
others appeared for the vic-
tim.

Dr. Senal Fernando

NADIRA GUNATILLEKE

The Government Medi-
cal Officers' Association
(GMOA) lauded the deci-
sion by President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa to ban
palm cultivation in Sri
Lanka, GMOA Secretary
Dr. Senal Fernando said.

He was addressing a
press conference at the
GMOA Headquarters in
Colombo yesterday.

The GMOA requested

the President to ban the
import of palm oil to pro-
mote coconut cultivation
and the coconut oil con-
sumption to reduce the
Non Communicable Dis-
eases (NCDs) in Sri
Lanka, he said.

NCDs such as cancer,
heart diseases, diabetes
and hypertension are
accountable to over 75
per cent of deaths in Sri
Lanka. About 96 per cent

GMOA lauds President for
banning palm cultivation

of the COVID-19 deaths
have been recorded
among patients with NCD
related complications.
Palm oil consumption
increases the risk of hav-
ing NCDs, he said.

An expert committee
should be appointed to
study the impact that
palm oil makes on health
and draft legislation to
ban the import of palm
oil, he said.

DILSHAN THARAKA

State Minister of Ware-
house Facilities, Container
Yards, Port Supply Facilities
and Boat and Shipping
Industry Development Jay-
antha Samaraweera
assumed duties at the Min-
istry of Ports and Shipping
giving priority to the reli-
gious observances on Fri-
day.

After assuming the
duties, the State Minister

thanked President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa and the
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa for naming him
to the post and said that he
would do his utmost to
uplift the ports and mari-
time sector.

He said that a number of
initiatives such as the devel-
opment of local ports,
strengthening import and
export systems and con-
structing new container

yards will be set up in the
future.

Ports and Shipping Min-
ister Rohitha Abeyguna-
wardena congratulated
State Minister
Samaraweera for being
elected as the State Minis-
ter in his Ministry. The
Minister said he was happy
to have a young person
from his own district for
the post.

Energy Miniser Udaya

State Minister Jayantha Samaraweera assumes duties

Gammanpila, Port Authori-
ty Chairman General Daya
Ratnayake, Ports and Ship-
ping Ministry Secretary
U.D.C. Jayalal, Additional
Secretary Kumari
Somaratne, Vice President
and Managing Director
W.S. Weeraman, Additional
Managing Director Upali de
Soysa, executive officers,
unions representatives, poli-
ticians and Port Authority
officials were present.

P

New office-bearers of the Mahara Lions Club assumed duties at a ceremony held at the Royal Grand Paradise Hotel,
Galedanda, Gonawala recently. Former Governor Nimal Senadeera lighted the oil lamp along with President Senaka
Perera, Secretary Surendra Wijeratne, Treasurer Rohitha Ranatunga, Directors Chandrasena Hettige and Ranjith
Jayasekara. Picture by Mahanama Vithanage, Malwana Group Corr.

Mahaweli zones will be
turned into fulltime
worksites - Gamlath

Mahaweli Zones,
Waterways, Settlements
and Public Infrastruc-
ture Development State
Minister Siripala Gam-
lath said that the
Mahaweli zones will be
turned into fulltime
worksites and supports
will be extended to
strengthen the national
economy through them.

The Minister said
that every inch of land
in the Mahaweli zones
should be used to pro-
duce food to strengthen
the lifestyles of the
Mahaweli residents.

Minister Gamalath
was addressing the pro-
gressive committee
meeting at his ministry
on August 18. Officers
of the Mahaweli Devel-
opment Authority par-
ticipated.

The Minister said
that it should be
reviewed whether the
targeted productivity is
achieved by the inves-
tors who have already
obtained Mahaweli
lands. He said that pri-
ority will be given to
set up projects in the
Mahaweli zones on the
sideline of the ‘Vision of
Prosperity’ of the Presi-
dent.

“When Mahaweli
lands are released for
investment, a study
should be conducted to
ascertain to what extent
such projects would be
important to bring ben-
efits to the settlers.
When land is released
for some investment,

the officials.

the main purpose of it
is the prospective bene-
fits that it creates for
the Mahaweli settlers
and its share for the
national economy. Suit-
able projects should be
selected for implemen-
tation in the area
accordingly,” the Minis-
ter said.

Mahaweli Develop-
ment Authority officials
will be instructed to
ascertain whether the
targeted productivity is
achieved by the inves-
tors who have already
obtained Mahaweli
lands and set up pro-
jects, the Minister said.

The Minister said
that systematic food
production in the
Mahaweli areas will be
maintained with the
blessings of Irrigation
Minister Chamal Raja-
paksa.

The minister said the
wild elephant threat has
also become a menace
to the Mahaweli set-
tlers. The matter will be
discussed with the line
ministries and find a
solution, he said.

Irrigation Ministry
Secretary Anura Dissan-
ayake, Mahaweli Zones
Development State Min-
istry Secretary S.Sena-
nayake, Mahaweli
Development Authority
Director General Sunil
S Perera and several
officials of the Mahawe-
li Development Minis-
try and Mahaweli
Development Authority
participated.

‘Guidelines to
look after tamed
elephants’

S.M.WIJAYARATNE,
Kurunegala
Daily News Corr.

Tourism Minister
Prasanna Ranatunga
said that a set of
guidelines will be
brought in to look
after the tamed ele-

phants and provide
them to annual proces-
sions of historic tem-
ples. These guidelines
will be forwarded to
the Cabinet approval
before implementa-
tion, the Minister
said.

SPC promotes
Ayurveda

P.P.G. SUGATHADASA,
Thihagoda Group Corr.

The Health and Indig-
enous Medicine Minis-
try of the Southern Pro-
vincial Council (SPC)
has taken steps to pro-
mote ayurvedic medi-
cine.

Workshops and aware-
ness programmes have
been conducted in most
parts of the region in
this regard. Subjects on
preventing diseases are
taught at these pro-
grammes and events.

Infrastructures at

ayurveda hospitals and
central dispensaries will
be developed.

Herbal gardens will be
set up and ayurvedic
treatment methods, pan-
chakarma theraphy and
ayurvedic central dis-
pensaries will be set up
in the region.

In addition, Ayurveda
hospitals and medical
centres will receive mod-
ern equipment and ayur-
vedic drugs and medi-
cine will be produced in
modern ways, ministry
sources said.

Two suspects arrested

with heroin

KAPILA SOMARATNE,

Panadura Group Corr.

Kalutara Division
Crime Investigations
Branch officials arrested
two suspects who were
transporting three grams

of heroin in two packets
in a vehicle on Saturday.
They have been in the
venture for a long time,
police said.
Investigations are con-
tinuing.
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World virus deaths top 800,000
as nations ramp up measures

The global death toll from the
new coronavirus has surpassed
800,000, according to an AFP count
on Saturday, with numerous coun-
tries ramping up restrictions in an
effort to battle an eruption of new
cases.

Western Europe, particularly
Spain, Italy Germany and France,
has been hit with infection levels
not seen in many months, sparking
fears of a fully-fledged second wave.

And in Asia, South Korea became
the latest country to announce it
would boost restrictions to try to
stem a new outbreak, after largely
bringing the virus under control.

Across the world, the number of
deaths has doubled to just over
800,000 since June 6, with 100,000
fatalities in the last 17 days alone,
while more than 23 million cases
have been reported.

Latin America is the region the
most affected, while more than half
the global fatalities have been
reported in the hardest-hit United
States, Brazil, Mexico and India.

The surging numbers come after
the UN health agency said Friday
that the world should be able to rein
in the pandemic in less than two
years.

World Health Organization chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
sought to draw favourable compari-
sons with the flu pandemic of 1918
which cost the lives of as many as
50 million people.

“We have a disadvantage of glo-
balisation, closeness, connected-
ness, but an advantage of better
technology, so we hope to finish
this pandemic before less than two
years,” he said.

“(By) utilising the available tools
to the maximum and hoping that
we can have additional tools like
vaccines, I think we can finish it in
a shorter time than the 1918 flu.”
The WHO also recommended chil-
dren over 12 years old now wear
masks in the same situations as
adults as the use of face coverings
helps stop the virus spread.

Holidaymakers returning from Sardinia by ferry, wait outside their vehicle
near a police officer (2ndL) to undergo a compulsory drive-through swab
test on August 23, 2020 at the port of Civitavecchia, northwest of Rome,
during the COVID-19 infection, caused by the novel coronavirus. Italy has
recorded 1,071 new cases of coronavirus in the last 24 hours, breaking the
symbolic barrier of 1,000 cases per day for the first time since May 12,

according to an official report published on August 22, 2020.

these new cases) are linked to holiday returns,” and more specifically 45%
(97 cases) concern returns from the island of Sardinia, which had been

spared by the first wave of the virus but where the comings and goings of
careless tourists and revellers have contributed to the spread of the virus.

(AFP)

'Very precarious stage' With no
usable vaccine yet available, the
most prominent tool governments
have at their disposal is to confine
their populations or enforce social
distancing.

South Korea announced ramped
up restrictions on Saturday, after
332 new cases were reported in the
past 24 hours - the highest daily
figure since early March.

“We are at a very precarious
stage where we could see the begin-
ning of a nationwide second wave,”
Health Minister Park Neung-hoo
said at a press briefing.

The expanded measures include
restrictions on gatherings and
activities including professional
sports, which will be played behind
closed doors again, while beaches
nationwide will close.

'Don't feel invincible' Italy -
once the European epicentre of the
virus - said Saturday it had regis-

tered more than 1,000
new infections in
the past 24 hours,
the highest level
since the end of a
punishing lockdown
in May.

The story is similar

region also said it had record-

ed a record number of cases in the
past 24 hours, a rise health officials
blamed on people returning from
holiday.

Most of those infected are young
people who are not showing symp-
toms, the Italian capital's health
official Alessio D'Amato said, warn-
ing them to stay at home.

“Don't feel invincible,” he urged
them.
In Germany, a university

launched a series of pop concerts
under coronavirus conditions, hop-

“61% (of
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across Spain, Germany Whave been trending
and France. The Rome down for weeks - but

ing the mass experiment with 2,000
people can determine whether large
events can safely resume.

'Coronavirus catastrophe?'
Elsewhere, Lebanon launched two
weeks of measures on Friday includ-
ing nighttime curfews, as the coun-
try is still dealing with the fallout
from a huge explosion in Beirut that
killed scores of people.

“What now? On top of this disas-
ter, a coronavirus catastrophe?” said
55-year-old Roxane Moukarzel.

Officials fear Lebanon's fragile
health system would struggle to
cope with a further spike in COVID-
19 cases, especially after some hospi-
tals near the port were damaged in
the explosion.

The Americas have borne the
brunt of the virus in health terms,
accounting for more than half of the
world's fatalities.

“We lead the world in deaths,” Joe
Biden said Thursday while accepting
the nomination to be the Democratic
party's candidate in the US presiden-
tial election. The country has seen

176,332 deaths out of 5.7
million infections.

He said he would
implement a
national plan to
fight the pandem-
ic on his first day
in office if elected

in November.

New daily US cases

experts are unsure if Ameri-
cans will have the discipline to bring
the epidemic under control. Latin
American countries are counting the
wider costs of the pandemic - the
region is not only suffering the most
deaths, but also an expansion of
criminal activity and rising poverty.
Without an effective political reac-
tion, “at a regional level we can talk
about a regression of up to 10 years
in the levels of multidimensional
poverty”, Luis Felipe Lopez-Calva of
the UN Development Programme
told AFP. (AFP)

Baltics link arms again in
solidarity with Belarus

Three decades after
their gesture of defiance
against the Soviet Union,
Baltic residents are linking
arms once again on Sun-
day in solidarity with the
people of Belarus.

On August 23, 1989 mil-
lions formed a human
chain through the three
Baltic states of Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia to
express their desire for
independence.

On Sunday, thousands
are expected to join a
human chain stretching
some 30 kilometres (19
miles) from the Lithuanian
capital Vilnius to the bor-
der with Belarus.

Svetlana Tikhanovskaya,
the opposition figurehead
who fled from Belarus to
Lithuania in the aftermath
of a disputed presidential
election, has said she may
turn out.

“It means a lot not only
for me but all Belarusian
people and they feel this
support... It's very beauti-
ful,” she told AFP in an
interview on Saturday.

Lithuanian President
Gitanas Nauseda, who
took part in the original
Baltic Way human chain, is
also expected to attend the
demonstration starting at
1600 GMT.

“Today is the time for
our Belarusian brothers to
express their desire for
freedom. The Freedom
Way is our extended hand
for them,” he told AFP.

Organisers say some
50,000 people are expect-
ed.

Smaller human chains
are also planned in Latvia
on the border with Belarus
and in the Estonian capital
Tallinn and in other coun-
tries once under the Soviet
yoke.

Protesters form 'solidarity chains' to condemn post-vote
crackdown in Belarus (france24.com)

In the Czech capital
Prague, protesters are
planning to link arms
along the iconic Charles
Bridge.

The Baltic Way human
chain of 1989 has inspired
similar initiatives by free-
dom-seekers the world
over even in recent years
- from Hong Kong to Cat-
alonia to Taiwan.

The original was 600
kilometres long and sent
the strongest signal to
date that the Soviet-occu-
pied Baltic states were on
the road towards restored
independence, which
they all won two years
later.

All three are now EU
and NATO members.

The Lithuanian human
chain will start in Cathe-
dral Square and end at the
Medininkai border post.

Kiryl Krivicki, a 20-year-
old Belarusian student liv-
ing in Vilnius said the
event “could become the
same metaphor of free-
dom” as the one in 1989.

Tatsiana Chulitskaia, 44,
a Belarusian researcher at
Vytautas Magnus Univer-
sity, said: “It is important,
even if it is a symbolic sup-
port.

“It is essential for Bela-
russians not to feel alone."
(AFP)

West African delegation ‘very hopeful’
after meeting Mali junta

A West African delegation visiting
Mali to push for a speedy return to
civilian rule following a coup said it
was “very hopeful” on Saturday after
meeting with the country's military
junta and the president it ousted.

The head of the delegation from
the regional ECOWAS bloc, former
Nigerian president Goodluck Jona-
than, said that detained Malian presi-
dent Ibrahim Boubacar Keita was
doing relatively well.

“We saw him, he's very fine,” said
Jonathan, who had earlier met for
half an hour with the soldiers who
seized power on Tuesday, including
new strongman Colonel Assimi
Goita.

Jonathan told AFP that negotia-
tions were going well and he was
“very hopeful”.

Rebel soldiers seized Keita and
other leaders after a mutiny on Tues-
day, dealing another deep blow to a
country already struggling with a
brutal Islamist insurgency and wide-
spread public discontent over its
government.

Mali's neighbours have called for
Keita to be reinstated, saying the
purpose of the delegation's visit was
to help “ensure the immediate return
of constitutional order”.

ECOWAS Commission chief Jean-
Claude Kassi Brou said late Saturday
that the talks took place in a “very
open atmosphere and we felt a real
desire to move forward”.

“We hope to be able to finalise
everything by Monday,” he added.

Ismael Wague, spokesman for the
junta which calls itself the National
Committee for the Salvation of the
People, also said the negotiations
were going “very well”. A source

Mali coup leader - Col. Assimi Goita
( thetoplONews.com )

close to the junta said the ECOWAS
envoys had made a “good impres-
sion”.

“We understand that heads of
state, like Ivory Coast's Alassane
Ouattara, are working for an easing
of tensions, for a peaceful solution,
even if they have firmly condemned
our seizing power. We are open to
discussion,” the source told AFP.

The envoys also visited the Kati
military base outside the -capital
Bamako where the coup began and
which has become a new centre of
power, the source said.

President Keita has been held at
the base since the coup, along with
prime minister Boubou Cisse and
other high-ranking government fig-
ures.

'We won' Thousands of jubilant
Malians took to the streets of Bama-
ko on Friday to celebrate the toppling
of Keita, who was reelected in 2018
but became the focus of widespread
discontent. The rally, originally
organised as an anti-Keita protest by

a loose coalition that has led months
of mass rallies against him, was
recast to “celebrate the victory of the
Malian people”.

“I am overjoyed! We won,”
Mariam Cisse, 38.

But it was a different story on Sat-
urday, when several dozen people
who tried to rally in Bamako were
dispersed by police.

“We are here this morning to
show that we do not agree with the
coup. But people attacked us with
stones, then the police took advan-
tage of this aggression to disperse
our supporters,” said Abdoul Niang,
an activist of a pro-Keita party.

There has been international pres-
sure to restore order, the United
States on Friday suspending military
aid to Mali, with no further training
or support of the country's armed
forces.

The ECOWAS delegation will
meet with the ambassadors in Mali
of the five permanent members of the
UN Security Council - Britain,
China, France, Russia and the US--
on Sunday morning, according to the
programme seen by AFP.

Fractured nation Keita won elec-
tion in a landslide in 2013, present-
ing himself as a unifying figure in a
fractured country, and was re-elected
in 2018 for another five-year term.

But he failed to make headway
against the jihadist revolt that has
left swathes of the country in the
hands of armed Islamists and ignited
ethnic violence in the country's vola-
tile centre.

Thousands of UN and French
troops, along with soldiers from five
Sahel countries, have been deployed
to try to stem the bloodshed. (AFP)

said

South Africa retailers feel pain
from Coronavmus pandemic

South Africa’s retail industry is
feeling the pain from the coronavirus
pandemic on two fronts - store clo-
sures during lockdown and the sharp-
ly reduced purchasing power of
households.

South Africa, the continent’s most
industrialised economy, went into
strict lockdown at the end of March,
with people only allowed to shop for
essential items such as food, medi-
cine and winter clothing.

It is also the African country that
has been hardest hit by COVID-19,
with more than 600,000 cases and at
least 2,500 deaths.

Restrictions have been gradually
rolled back since June. Alcohol and
tobacco sales were allowed to resume
this week and, generally, business is
now almost back to normal.

Nevertheless, retailers are reeling
from the economic effects of months
of suffocating restrictions.

South Africa's Massmart - majori-
ty-owned by US giant Walmart -
said on Thursday that it expected
half-year losses to widen by as much
as 42 percent as a result of the
nationwide lockdown.

Massmart was already in dire
straits before the pandemic and
closed a 23-store electronic retail
chain and 11 wholesale outlets short-
ly before the lockdown came into
effect.

“Retailers that were already taking
the strain” in an economy that was
contracting even before the outbreak
have found themselves vulnerable to
the virus fallout, said Casperus Treur-
nicht, portfolio manager at Gryphon
Asset Management. And even as the
economy reopens, shops will contin-
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South Africa went into strict lockdown at the end of March, with people only
allowed to shop for essential items such as food, medicine and winter clothing.

ue to enforce such measures in order
to protect both staff and customers.

Investment analyst Lulama Qongqo
suggested that customers were likely
to favour stores with visible hygiene
measures.

“Retailers who cannot signal that
it's safe to shop in their locations are
probably going to lose, and perhaps
those are the ones more likely to be
plagued by the question: 'Can we sur-
vive?',” Qongqo told AFP.

But the measures come at a cost.

Since the start of lockdown, South
Africa's second-largest supermarket
chain Pick n Pay has had to budget
for protective equipment, a volun-
tary severance programme taken by
1,400 of its 9,000 employees and
bonuses for front-line workers.

The company, which has a market

capitalisation of over $1.2 billion,
warned that its profits in the first half
could be halved as a result of the fall-
out from coronavirus.

The central bank has slashed lend-
ing rates by 300 basis points since
January to boost spending, but econ-
omists fear it will not be enough.

“The consumer will be trading
down and the operator with the best
price and ease of buying will come
out on top,” said Treurnicht of
Gryphon Asset Management. On the
other hand, digital services and
e-commerce are booming. South Afri-
ca's largest online shopping platform
Takealot, which had estimated sales
of around one billion rand ($57.9 mil-
lion) per month between January
and March, recently reported a surge
in demand. AFP

Turkey’s maritime doctrine author has dire warning for France

The father of Turkey's controver-
sial new maritime doctrine told AFP
that France's decision to send war-
ships to help Greece out in its Medi-
terranean standoff with Ankara was
adding “fuel to the fire”.

While he might be retired, the
“Blue Homeland” vision that Rear
Admiral Cem Gurdeniz helped craft
over a decade ago is being turned
into reality by Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan today.

A 62-year-old Francophone and
Francophile, Gurdeniz received AFP
at a gorgeous wooden summer house
on one of Istanbul's Prince's Islands
in the Marmara Sea. As warships
from France, Greece and Turkey con-
verged on a disputed patch of the
eastern Mediterranean Sea, Gurdeniz
looked at ease while criticising
French President Emmanuel Macron.

“I'm fed up with Macron's every-
day verbal threats,” Gurdeniz said in
English.

“For many Turks now, France is
acting like an 'enfant terrible'. Can
you imagine, they are threatening
Turkey?” he asked.

“If France continues such provoca-
tive actions... that would not serve
regional peace and stability - that
would add fuel to the fire and France
should avoid that.” The discovery of
major natural gas deposits in waters
surrounding Cyprus and the Greek
island of Crete have triggered a
scramble for energy riches and
revived old regional rivalries.

The biggest tensions are between
historically uneasy NATO allies Tur-
key and Greece, which almost went
to war over some uninhabited islets
in the Aegean Sea in 1996.

These have been growing progres-

sively more serious as Erdogan lays

claim to waters designed to turn Tur-

key into the maritime powerhouse
Gurdeniz envisioned from the start.

EU foreign ministers convened an
emergency video conference last
week after Greek and Turkish war-
ships collided in hotly disputed cir-
cumstances.

“If Greece pulls the trigger, it will
be the end of NATO,” Gurdeniz said,
implying that Turkey would then
withdraw from the Cold War-era mili-
tary alliance.

“European countries should put
pressure on Greece so that it aban-
dons” some of its maritime claims,
he said.

'Cold blood' Erdogan has tem-
pered his heated rhetoric with
calls for talks, which have been

spearheaded with sporadic success
by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel.

Gurdeniz agreed, saying: “We
should think with cold blood, soberly,
prudently