
Tuks, bikes to take Bus Lane today

Camelia NathaNiel

Laws pertaining to the Money 
Laundering Act and the Financial 
Transactions Reporting Act will 
be amended to confiscate money 
and other property amassed by 
drug barons now in custody. 

Senior officials of the Attor-
ney General’s Department, 

senior Police officers and other 
relevant state institutions held 
discussions with Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa with regard 
to measures needed to be taken 
with regard to illegally obtained 
money and property including 
through drug rackets The meet-
ing was held at Temple Trees.

During the discussions atten-
tion was drawn towards per-
sons continuing to utilize ille-
gally earned money, vehicles, 
property, houses and buildings 
obtained through illegal means, 
even after being arrested and 
remanded, until the court hear-
ings conclude and the property 

is confiscated. Issuing a state-
ment the office of the Prime 
Minister stated that action 
would be taken to prevent the 
relevant funds and property 
from being used for other ille-
gal activity and to earn money, 
was also discussed during the 
meeting.

Plans have to be made to gen-
erate 70 percent of the coun-
try’s electricity demand through 
renewable energy sources by 
2030, President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa said.   

The President made this 

observation chairing a meeting 
at the Presidential Secretariat 
to discuss the future plans of 
the Solar Power, Wind and 
Hydro Power Generation Pro-
jects Development State Min-
istry.

Camelia NathaNiel

Work on the Puttalam, Aruwakkalu 
Sanitary Garbage Dump will be expe-
dited as a scientific and eco-friendly 
solution to the garbage problem.

Accordingly, 1,200 tonnes of gar-

bage per day will be deposited at the 
Aruwakkalu Scientific Sanitary Gar-
bage Dump and the Colombo Metro-
politan Solid Disposal (Metro Colom-
bo Solid Waste Management) project 
will be completed in September 2021. 

Garbage will be taken to Aruwak-
kalu, 160 km away from Kelaniya by 
a special train.

The Urban Development and 
Housing Ministry requests the pub-
lic to assist in this project as a 

national task and to assist the gar-
bage collection process carried out 
by local authorities by sorting the 
garbage in their own homes.

Garbage brought from Kelaniya 
by rail will be kept at the Aru-

wakkalu Sanitary Garbage Yard. 
Two special trains consisting of 30 
compartments each will be used to 
transport the garbage and one train 
can carry 600 tonnes of garbage at 
a time.

State Minister Dr.Nalaka Godahewa and Ministry officials at the Aruwakkalu garbage dump site yesterday. Pictures by Nalin hewapathirana. 

iraNgika raNge

The government has removed 
landing and parking fees for 
aircraft arriving at the Mattala 
Rajapaksa International Airport 
(MRIA) for a year.

Tourism Minister Prasanna 
Ranatunga said yesterday this 
decision aims to attract more 
aircraft and boost operations at 
the MRIA.

rukshaNa rizwie

United Nations Human 
Rights Council Commission-
er Michelle Bachelet deliv-
ered a watered down state-
ment on Sri Lanka merely 
calling on the Council to 

‘give renewed attention to 
Sri Lanka.”

In her statement to the 
45th session of the Human 
Rights Council which was 
held this week,  Bachelet 
merely referred to the com-

mitments made by the gov-
ernment in Sri Lanka adding 
that the council give renewed 
attention to Sri Lanka in 
view of the need to prevent 
threats to peace, reconcilia-
tion and sustainable develop-

ment.’ Unlike in the past, the 
chief stopped short of calling 
for international investiga-
tions hinting that the council 
may move forward with a 
watered down engagement 
with Sri Lanka.

meNaka iNdrakumar and 
rasula dilhara gamage

The Secretary-General of the Tamil 
National Party M.K. Shivajilingam was 
arrested by the Kopay police yester-
day (15) for commemorating the 33rd 
Remembrance Day of LTTE member 
Tiyagi Dileep.

Sri Lanka can be one of world’s leading maritime hubs - President
President Gotabaya Raja-

paksa said that Sri Lanka 
can use its unique locational 
advantage to become one of the 
world’s leading maritime hubs. 

President Rajapaksa pointed 
out that development goals 
could be achieved speedily by 
developing our ports facilities 
by emulating the world’s most 

advanced ports as examples.   
The President emphasized 
the need to develop our ports 
to a higher level that would 
make them capable of attract-
ing world’s largest cargo ships 
each with a capacity of 24,000 
containers.

The President made these 
remarks during a discussion 

held at the Presidential Secre-
tariat today (15) on the future 
activities of the State Ministry 
of Warehouse Facilities, Con-
tainer Yards, Port Supply Facili-
ties and Boat and Ship Building 
Industry Development.

The President further said 
that the port system should 
be developed to cater to the 

needs of international vessels 
plying close to the country and 
in parallel to these initiatives 
Ports in Colombo, Galle, Trin-
comalee, Kankesanthurai and 
Oluvil should be developed.   

The development of the East-
ern and Western Terminals of 
the Colombo Port should be 
accelerated. 

TighTer LawS To Seize 
drug money, properTy 

pm meeTS Senior officiaLS To amend acTS

country must generate 
70% renewable energy 

by 2030 - President  

Aruwakkalu sanitary garbage dump to be ready next September

mria aircraft 
parking, landing 
fees removed 
uS$ 60 embarkation
tax removed for 2 years 

meNaka iNdrakumar

Tourism officials yesterday 
said that reopening of airports 
will not be stretched to April and 
these were rumours.

airports will open 
before april - Official

lakmal sooriyagoda

A Fundamental Rights petition filed by a disabled 
soldier challenging police brutality which caused severe 
injury to his right eye in 2016 was yesterday fixed for 
argument by the Supreme Court.

asela kuruluwaNsa and lahiru FerNaNdo

Energy Minister Udaya Gammanpila said extraction of petro-
leum oil or natural gas in Sri Lanka will begin before he contests 
the next Parliamentary election.

Sri Lanka has oil and gas sources discovered. If the production 
of oil within the country is successful, it is possible to generate 
and provide employment for nearly 1.5 million Sri Lankans who 
are currently working in the Middle East, he said.

lahiru FerNaNdo 

Motorcycles and three-
wheelers will be restricted to 
the Bus Priority Lane (BPL) 
on the final day of the three-day 
trial period of re-implementing 

the traffic lane law in Colombo today. West-
ern Province Senior DIG Desabandu Tenna-
koon said the indecent manner these vehicles 
ply the road was thoroughly observed during 
the past two days and this new initiative is 
implemented as a trial accordingly. 

lakmal sooriyagoda

The Court of Appeal yesterday decided 
to proceed with the contempt of court 
application filed against former North-
ern Province Chief Minister C.V Wigne-
swaran and two others, since the parties 
failed to reach a settlement.

extracting oil, natural gas 
possible in my tenure - Minister 

Bachelet delivers watered down statement on Sri Lanka

Disabled soldier’s FR 
petition against police 

action fixed for argument

wiggie ready to face contempt
of court hearing - Counsel 

Shivajilingam 
arrested again
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RUKSHANA RIZWIE

The Indian Coast guard (ICG) has 
allayed fears of a possible oil leak at the 
site of the MT New Diamond, 40 miles off 
the Sri Lankan Coast adding that the 
minor oil sheen sighted near aft (rear) of 
the ship was part of the unburnt oil/oil 
mixed with water from the ship’s engine 
room. 

The latest statement from the ICG 
reported in the Indian press stated that a 
team of naval architects that boarded the 
oil tanker found the vessel to be stable and 
that there were no breaches of its tanks, 
hotspots, flames/smokes on-board. 

However, the rear portion of the vessel 
(aft) has sunken into the water by 1 metre, 
a slight increase from its earlier position of 
3 feet. Efforts are underway to get the ship 
on even keel with the assistance of the sal-
vors.

The Indian press quoted Krishnaswamy 
Natarajan, Director General, Indian Coast 
Guard saying that “The three lakh metric 
tonnes cargo of Kuwait crude being car-
ried by the vessel is intact, not a drop of it 
has leaked. Our ships are equipped and 
prepared to even contain and perform 
recovery operations even in the event of an 
unfortunate spill.” 

Speaking of the challenges involved in 
the operation, he said that the ships and 
tugs are required to maintain a 10-15 
metre distance from the vessel to remain 
safe, adding that the vessels had to simul-
taneously douse the fire and cool different 
parts of the ship. 

“There is a breach on the port side of the 
superstructure and the hull and the crack 
on the deck above the waterline. However, 
these breaches are not causing any entry of 
seawater” DG, Coast Guard added.

PM instructs look into legal provisions 
to release children in prisons
LAHIRU FERNANDO

 Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa has instructed 
Prison Reforms and Prison-
ers’ Rehabilitation State 
Minister Sudarshani Fer-
nandopulle to look into the 
legal provisions enabling the 
release of 46 children who 
are in prisons with their 
convicted mothers.

 A report was called by 
the Prime Minister contain-
ing the details of these chil-
dren after a national news-
paper recently reported 
about them

 The report was presented 

to the Premier by the State 
Minister during a meeting 
at Temple Tress yesterday. 

 The Prisoners’ Welfare 
Day Commemorative flag 
was also presented to the 
Prime Minister on the occa-
sion. Funds gathered 
through the sale of the flag 
will be used for the Prison-
ers’ welfare. 

The Premier instructed 
the State Minister to pre-
pare a programme to use 
the drug addicts being reha-
bilitated for the working 
sites such as farms and fac-
tories.

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa discussing the issue with Prison Reforms and Prisoners’ Rehabilitation State Minister 
Sudarshani Fernandopulle and officials.

Native saplings to 
be planted either 
side of expressways
IRANGIKA RANGE

 Highways Minister Johnston Fernando instructed 
Road Development Authority (RDA) Officers to expe-
dite planting one million native plants either side of 
expressways.  

 The officials were advised to identify suitable 
native plants indigenous to each area and then plant 
them beside the expressways.

 The RDA officials informed the Minister that they 
will gain expertise from the Peradeniya University to 
identify plants indigenous to each area.

 Native plants such as Ehala, Kumbuk and Kohom-
ba will be given priority when the plants are selected, 
sources said.

Rs. 23 million to 
develop floriculture 

- Minister Prasanna
IRANGIKA RANGE

Tourism Minister Prasañna Ranatunga said that the 
Government has allocated Rs.23 million to provide 
tools and other necessary equipment free for cultivat-
ing flowers and plants for nursery and floricultural 
producers.

About 1,000 members of the Floricultural Associa-
tions will be provided with tools and other necessary 
equipment for free of charge.

Plants for the nurseries, nets, pots, seeds and poly-
thene will be distributed among floriculturists.

The Minister said that more opportunities for the 
floriculturists will be provided to expand their busi-
nesses in the local and foreign markets.

Not a drop of oil has 
leaked from ship 
– Indian Coast Guard

The Navy facilitated two hundred 
(200) Advanced Level students and a 
group of government officials in the 
Jaffna Peninsula to engage in a whale 
watching cruise last weekend. 

The cruise onboard A 543 had been 
organised by the Navy, and it was also 
joined by a group of teachers and parents 
of the students. 

During the tour, the visitors were 
acquainted with the marine ecosystem 
and were also made aware of the 
destruction caused to the marine envi-

ronment by prohibited fishing meth-
ods.

On two previous occasions, the Navy 
organised similar cruises for 161 and 
169 Advanced Level students in the 
Jaffna Peninsula giving them a refresh-
ing experience. All the tour arrange-
ments had been organised following 
meticulous safety arrangements by the 
Navy. It also gave the visitors an insight 
into the marine resources of Sri Lankan 
territory and the significance of conserv-
ing them.

The Awards Ceremony of the Sri 
Lanka Air Force (SLAF) the Guwan 
Siththara all-island art competition was 
held at the Air Force Headquarters on 
September 10 under the patronage of the 
Air Force Commander Air Marshal 
Sumangala Dias. This competition was 
held in line with the 69th Anniversary of 
the SLAF. 

Nine winners in the Primary, Junior 
and Senior Student categories attended 
the Ceremony at the AFHQ Auditorium. 
The winners were chosen from 86,000 
participants.

Air Force Command Recruiting 
Officer Air Commodore Prasanna Bal-
asooriya and Command Agro Officer 
Air Commodore Suharshi Fernando 
organised the competition.

H.T. Vidun Dulnaka from Ruhunu 
Vijayaba Primary College, Ham-
banthota won from the Category 1 
and J.A.N.N. Senarath from Jana-
dipathi Balika Vidyalaya, Galle 
won from the Category II. W.P.H. 
Devnith from Royal College, 
Colombo won from the Category 
III.

Category II Winner 
J.A.N.N. Senarath. Category 1 Winner H.T. Vidun Dulnaka Category III Winner 

W.P.H. Devnith.

Guwan Siththara 
winners awarded

Navy provides cruise 
for Jaffna students, officials

P.P.G.SUGATHADASA, Thihagoda Group Corr.

The Southern Regional Office of the Consumer 
Affairs Authority (CAA) collected a record income of 
over Rs. 73,000,000 as court fines on errant traders in 
351 raids and inspections last two months. 

Raids and inspections on fraudulent traders have 
been accelerated in the Southern Province to protect 
consumers from errant traders.

The errant traders have been prosecuted at Magis-
trates’ Courts of the Galle, Matara and Hambantota 
Districts. Selling rice at high prices, storing essential 
consumer items in excess, selling and displaying food 
items unsuitable for human consumption, selling and 
displaying expired food items, selling decayed food-
stuffs, altering prices on labels and selling them at 
high rates, selling electrical appliances sans warranty 
cards, selling bags of cement above labelled prices, not 
displaying price tags and violating orders, rules and 
regulations were some of the charges levelled against 
them.

Complaints on frauds, malpractices and corruptions 
by errant traders are directed to the Authority daily.  
Therefore, raids intensify, sources said.

On instructions of the District Secretaries of Galle, 
Matara and Hambantota, CAA officers raid and 
inspect the errant traders in the Southern region now. 

Southern Province 
CAA intensifies raids 
on errant traders

The Orientation Training Programme in Jaffna for graduates commences.

The Orientation Training Pro-
gramme for 2078 graduates com-
menced in Jaffna on September 14 
under the guidance of Jaffna Securi-
ty Forces Commander Major Gener-
al Senarath Bandara.

The programme is the first stage 
of recruiting 50,000 graduates to the 
public sector, initiated by the Gov-
ernment. 

The graduates have to follow resi-
dential and practical training ses-
sions designed to inculcate leader-
ship ,team building and will aug-
ment their professional skills to 
meet the future goals of the public 
sector.

The training is administrated and 
coordinated by the Sri Lanka Army 
assisted by the Jaffna District Secre-
tariat.

Orientation Training in Jaffna for 2,078 graduates commences 

Dr. Abaya Attanayaka passes away
Dr. Abaya Attanayaka passed away 

yesterday. He was a graduate of Univer-
sity of Peradeniya and was the first 
makeup artist in the stage drama Man-
ame by Prof. Ediriweera Sarachchandra.

He later served as a lecturer at the 
University of Jayewardenepura and 
served as the Playing Director of the 

Mahaweli Development Board and had 
been in the Boards of Directors of the 
many other government institutions.

He leaves his wife former Professor 
Chandra Attanayaka of the Jayewarde-
nepura University.

His last rites will be at the Borella 
Cemetery (16) today.

M.A.PHAKURDEEN, 
Addalachenai Group Corr.

The Aloe Vera Cultivation Home 
Garden Project was launched at the 
Auditorium of the Irakkamam Divi-
sional Secretariat on Monday under 
the patronage of Eastern Province 
Governor Anuradha Yahampath. 

Over 1,000 poor villagers from 
seven Divisional Secretariats have 
been selected for the project as 
model farmers. Twenty farmers 
from each Divisional Secretariat 
participated in the launching cere-
mony.  

The cultivation of Aloe Vera will be 

carried out with the supervision of 
the Local Government bodies under 
either private owned companies or 
semi-Government companies.

Project Director Azath Mohamed 
Aliyar said that the project will be 
funded as loans to the participants. 
The Government will provide train-
ing and monitoring services.

Governor Anuradha Yahampath 
and the District Secretary D.M.L. 
Bandaranayake highlighted the 
importance of the project and 
appealed all to actively participate in 
the project. 

They said that an Aloe Vera Facto-
ry will be set up so that farmers will 
never find it difficult to market their 
products. 

Governor Anuradha Yahampath 
and the guests distributed the Aloe 
Vera saplings to the selected villag-
ers.

The Governor was presented with 
a memento by Project Director Azath 
Mohamed Aliar. Officials from the 
Department of Agriculture, Agrarian 
Services, Samaurdhi, Divisional Sec-
retariats and the Local Government 
Department were present.A recipient of Aloe Vera sapling.

Aloe Vera Home Garden Project launched

Panadura Police look for fraudster
KAPILA SOMARATNE, 
Panadura Group Corr.

Panadura Police Special Crime 
and Fraud Bureau Officials are 
looking for a person who has 
demarcated lands in the  

Bandaragama Electorate  pre-
paring fake documents with 
seals of the Bandaragama Prade-
seeya Sabha Chairman and alleg-
edly sold them at millions of 
rupees.

The investigations have been 
launched into the fraud on a com-
plaint by the Bandaragama Prade-
seeya Saba.

The suspect is now evading the 
police, Bureau official said.

Ramanan Thivaiyaraj’s killers 
identification parade today

SIVAM PACKIYANATHAN, 
Batticaloa Special Corr.

The identification parade 
to identify the killers of 
Ramanan Thivaiyaraj (15), 
Grade X student of Chen-
kalady, will be held at the 
Eravur Circuit Court today 
(16). Thivaiyaraj was 
hacked to death on August 
22 along the Vinayagar 
Road, Kommathurai, Chen-
kalady.   Six suspects were 
arrested and four of them 

will be in the today’s identi-
fication parade.

Two groups of students 
of Kommathurai and Chen-
kalady clashed on the day 
and their relatives went to 
the Kommathurai to settle 
it. It turned to an argument 
and a confrontation took 
place. 

The victim, two of his 
relatives were injured and 
admitted to the Batticaloa 
Teaching Hospital. The 

Eravur Police investigated 
the incident and seized a 
sword. 

A demonstration by the 
public and the relatives of 
the deceased took place in 
Kommathurai recently, urg-
ing Police to arrest the sus-
pects and to bring their 
violence to an end. The 
suspects who were 
absconding were arrested 
on September 2 and pro-
duced before courts. Ramanan Thivaiyaraj 
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Red egg at Rs. 17, white 
Rs. 16.50 from yesterday – EPA

S.M.WIJAYARATNE, 
Kurunegala Daily News Corr. 

Egg Producers’ Associa-
tion (EPA) Chairman Sar-
ath Ratnayake told the 
Daily News yesterday that 
they sell a red egg at Rs. 
17 and a white egg at Rs. 

16.50 from yesterday 
(15). 

Bakery owners are 
issued eggs at new prices 
for a year, he said. He 
said that poultry farmers 
produce about eight mil-
lion eggs per day. During 

the past two weeks, eggs 
were sold at Rs. 22 each 
to cover the high cost of 
animal feed in the field.

The bakery owners had 
requested the Govern-
ment to allow them to 
import eggs to cut the 

production cost, he said.  
A Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) will be 
signed over this with the 
Association of the All 
Ceylon Bakery Owners 
and the Egg Producers’ 
Association, he said.

S.M.WIJAYARATNE, 
Kurunegala Daily News Corr. 

The Attorney General (AG) 
informed the Court of Appeal on 
Monday (14) that objections 
will be filed against the prohibi-
tion order of the Court of 
Appeal suspending the arrest of 
the five suspects including 
Kurunegala Mayor Thushara  
Sanjeewa  Vitharana.

They were ordered to be 
arrested over the demolition of 
King Buwenekabahu‘s Royal 
Court in Kurunegala by the 
Kurunegala Municipal Council 
(MC) recently. 

The Court of Appeal had 
barred the arrest of the six sus-
pects with its interim prohibi-
tion order on August 25.  

The Senior Advocate of the 
Government who appeared for 
the AG informed the AG’s deci-
sion to court on September 14.  

The AG was then ordered by 
the panel of judges to file writ-
ten  objections on November 12.  
The petition will be taken up for 
trial on that day. Kurunegala 
Chief Magistrate Sampath 
Hewawasam  had issued war-
rants to arrest the suspects on 
August 7.

Kurunegala Royal Court demolition

AG to file written objections 
against suspending arrest of 

Kurunegala Mayor, four others 
Four persons were arrested in 

Uyilankulama, Pudukudiirippu, while 
they were transporting Kerala cannabis 
and turmeric last morning. Among the 
arrested were two women, police said. 

The Special Task Force (STF) along 
with the Army arrested the suspects.

Fifty two kg of Kerala cannabis and 
920 kg of turmeric have been seized in 
the raid, police said.

Five USD 100 notes, over Rs 1.7 
million in cash, a lorry, and a tractor 
have been taken into custody, police 
said.

The suspects were handed over to 
the Mannar Police Station, police said.

They have been involved in large-
scale drug rackets, STF sources said.

Four including two 
women arrested with 

Kerala cannabis, turmeric

Anagarika Dharma-
pala’s 156 birth anniver-
sary will be commemo-
rated on September 17 
at the Kurunegala 
YMBA.

Patriot Anagaraika 
Dharmapala sacrificed 
his career in State ser-
vice and committed to 
develop Buddhist cul-
ture in Sri Lanka and 

spread it in foreign 
countries.

He ordained in 
1931as Ven. Sri 
Devamiththa Dharmapa-
la Thera and elevated to 
the next stage of monas-
tic life by the confer-
ment high ordination in 
1933.

Anagarika Dharmapa-
la was a distinguished 

pilgrim throughout his 
career as a Buddhist 
activist for the rights of 
Buddhists rendering 
yeoman service to the 
Buddhist culture.

He subordinated self 
interest to the holy obli-
gations to Buddha. 
Today over 500 million 
people follow Buddhist 
practices daily.

Anagarika Dharmapala’s 
156th Birth Anniversary
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SARATH MANULA WICKRAMA
Anuradhapura Special Corr.

T
he time has come for the 
dream of residents of one 
of the most underdeveloped 
areas in western Anurad-
hapura to come true after 
four decades.

That is the Lower Malwathu Oya Reser-
voir Project. At one point, it was passed 
over by officials as unplanned. At other 
times, it was a project that was not 
thought to be of priority. Then again, it 
was a development project that was stuck 
amid protests. At other times, it was a 
hope that had fallen into the bag of politi-
cal promises.

Amid all these barriers, the Chief 
Incumbent of the Thantirimale Rajamaha 
Vihara and Upapradhana Sanghanayake of 
the North and East, Ven. Thantirimale 
Chandrarathana Thera received consoling 
news. This is the Extraordinary Gazette 
Notification dated August 9, 2020, which 
stated on page 43A that it has been decid-
ed to implement the Gin, Nilwala and 
Malwathu Oya reservoir projects as an 
expeditious programme.

The foundation stone for the Lower 
Malwathu Oya Reservoir Project was laid 
last year without adequate financial 
resources and without proper planning. 
But there were several areas involved, 
including the construction of the project 
office.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa recently 
visited Thantirimale to inspect the pro-
ject. 

In an interview with the Daily News, 
Ven. Chandrarathana Thera explains vari-
ous aspects of the project.

Q. Is there any special bene� t to 
the Anuradhapura district or 

the Thantirimale colony from the 
construction of this reservoir?

A. Currently, agriculture in the area 
depends on rain-fed paddy cultivation. 
Sixty-four small and large tanks need 
water. If this reservoir is created, those 64 
tanks can be irrigated to cultivate 1,000 
acres each in the both Yala and Maha sea-
sons. The plan is to construct canals for 
permanent water supply. Seven or eight 
other tanks such as Sandamal Eliya, Indi-
wewa and Katupathwewa receive water. 
Tanks that currently receive water only for 
one season can provide water in both sea-
sons. A total of 2,500 acres of paddy lands 
associated with small tanks could be culti-
vated.

Q. Residents of the area recently 
staged a protest saying that 

although they have given their lands 
for the project, water is given only to 
the Northern Province. Is this true?

A. As a result of those campaigns we 

were able to plan in the right direction. 
We became more accurate. We also lis-
tened to the protesters. At their request, 
100 acres in the Vilachchiya area, 1,000 
acres in the Thantirimale area and 2,000 
more acres have been provided for cultiva-
tion. This water reaches up to Bogoda in 
the lower Wilpattu boundary of Malwathu 
Oya. That means 2,000 new acres will be 
added to the country’s agriculture. This is 
a victory for us in Rajarata.

Q.How many families lost their 
properties due to the project?

A. The exact details of the survey have 
now been released. Only 204 families have 
been displaced. The lands and assets of all of 
them have been fully assessed. We do not 
arbitrarily provide temporary locations for 
their submerged lands. They are given the 
opportunity to make their own choices. 

For these families, not empty land, but 
houses, paddy lands and villages have 
been earmarked. Plots of land have been 
allotted such as the Kaluwila-Naramwila 
Zone, Hingurutenna Zone and Thuppiti-
yawa-Kimbulewa Zone. The project is 
ready to provide them with the opportuni-
ty to reside wherever they wish, depend-
ing on where their property, relatives and 
businesses are located. 

No one from the Anuradhapura dis-
trict will be sent to Vavuniya. All 
these people live in Nuwaragam Pala-
tha Central Divisional Secretariat 
Division and Vilachchiya Divisional 
Secretariat Division. There are six 
families outside these zones. They 
will be resettled at Sinni Seeppukulam 
in Settikulam. All these people will be 
compensated.

Q. Yan Oya started with similar 
promises. However, the 

problems of the displaced people 
are still unresolved. What is the 
guarantee here?

A. We continued to discuss this 
with the people. We will start work 
on the dam after paying compensa-
tion to the displaced. Public facilities, 
schools, community halls and stadi-
ums will have modern facilities. A well-
planned city will be built. People will get 
urban facilities such as banks, bus stands 
and government offices. It can be said that 
these will mostly be built in the villages of 
Thantirimale and Billewa.

Q. Are there any other bene� ts 
besides paddy cultivation?

A. According to this plan 607 hectares 
will be for paddy cultivation and 365 hec-
tares for commercial agriculture. The 
Giant Tank in Murunkan (YodhaWewa) 
supplies water to 12,400 hectares. Akh-
ithamurippu and seven other small lakes 
receive water. A total of 4.6 GW of hydro-
power is being generated.

There will be a permanent solution to 
the drinking water problem. Water can be 
supplied to Vilachchiya Divisional Secre-
tariat and Anuradhapura on demand. The 
feasibility report states that the project 
has the capacity to distribute 12 million 
cubic meters of drinking water annually.

It is clear that the solution is to provide 
good drinking water for the prevention of 
kidney disease that currently exists in 
these areas. This project will provide an 
opportunity for that by providing water 
directly from the water supply system. I 
see something more sustainable than that. 
This means that the water level in the 
wells in the area will increase as the 
ground water level rises with the con-
struction of the reservoir. Also, as the veg-
etation grows and the area becomes fer-
tile, the salinity of the groundwater 
decreases and both become pure. The 
ownership of the fishing activities in this 
reservoir is fully vested in the residents of 
Thantirimale.

With the filling of this reservoir with 
water they get to harvest the fish within 
three months before the fruits of the coco-
nut or banana orchards come to fruition. 
It is to be expected that a large-scale busi-
ness will be set up in the vicinity of the 
Malwathu Oya Reservoir to replace the 
fishing industry associated with the 
Kalawewa Vilachchiya and Nachchaduwa 
tanks. This will be  the largest reservoir in 
the North Central Province. It is also said 
to be the sixth largest reservoir in Sri 
Lanka. 

Q.  How can this reservoir be adapted 
to the tourism industry?

A. Wilpattu National Park is close by 
and our temple here is a place of histori-
cal value. All this creates a separate tour-
ist attraction zone.

Q. Unemployment among the youth 
is the main problem in this area. 

Is there a solution?

A. A large number of students in these 
villages drop out of the GCE Ordinary 

Level Examination. They become a social 
problem after seven or eight years. The 
project includes plans for self-employment 
and agriculture related products and by-
products that can be started with the 
knowledge, intelligence and skills of the 
youth. 

The aim is to bring about the concept 
of being an entrepreneur farmer, also 
blocking the spread of drugs and the influ-
ence of the underworld. I have proposed 
to the government to build several 
research institutes, especially in agricul-
ture, centered in Thantirimale. Arrange-
ments will be made to bring modern tech-
nology to the villages and production cen-
tres to ensure that these young people 
contribute properly to the development of 
the country.

Q. What will happen to the historical 
Thantirimale area?

A. Many ancient sites are already being 
preserved in parallel with these pro-
grammes. Much of the conservation work 
of the Mahanagatota Archaeological Com-
plex as well as the development work 
required as a living site have taken place. 
Kongarankulama, Kannimaduwa and 
other megalithic cemeteries have been 
referred for research and conservation. 
Uththuvelli Archaeological Complex, Kon-
garankulam inscriptions, other inscrip-
tions, Millakele ruins, Kogmaduwa, 
Uppane and megalithic cemeteries near 
Medawachchiya are being preserved in 
accordance with archeological recommen-
dations. Identification of archeological 
sites within the Wilpattu forest is also 
ongoing.

Q. What will the environmental 
impact of the project be?

A. The solution to the wild elephant 
menace is grass cultivation in Wilpattu, 
digging a canal to supply water to the ani-
mals during severe drought, constructing 
several tanks to supply water to the ani-
mals, and creating two elephant corridors 
to access the reservoir during severe 
drought are included in the project.

The plan is to set aside 200 metres of 
green space for forest survival in the event 
of a flash flood beyond the normal 12,000-
acre limit that will be submerged in the 
reservoir.

Q. Will the resources of the villages 
be used for the project?

A. People from the village have already 
been recruited for surveying. Tractors and 
cabs were hired from these villages for the 
project. All manpower needed is to be 
sourced from the village except for engi-
neering services, consultation services 

and administration. Suppliers and service 
providers are selected from the Tantiri-
male area. For example, if the project 
requires a hundred cubes of sand, suppli-
ers will be sourced first from the village. 
Most of the money spent will go to these 
villages and this will benefit the people 
until the reservoir is built and the first 
harvest is gathered.

Q. What is your responsibility in this 
project?

A. I am the pioneer of this project. I am 
the Chairman of the United Farmers’ 
Association which has nine farmer associ-
ations. This concept was started by our 
former Chief Thera in 1989. After the fail-
ure of the programmes initiated by the 
Thera with General Denzil Kobbekuwa 
and Chief Government Agent T.K. Dasan-
ayake, I have been conducting various 
studies for a long time. I have been lead-
ing this programme for three decades, 
gaining the attention of officials and heads 
of state for guidance.

Q. How is the present government 
paying attention to this project?

A. The attention they are paying to the 
project is very good. I discussed this with 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa for a few 
hours. Many problems were solved. As a 
result of that a progress review committee 
is meeting under the chairmanship of the 
Governor of the Province. Progress has 
already been made at that meeting. Many 
issues such as the shortage of teachers in 
schools, transport services, livestock 
development and other facilities have 
already been resolved.

Q. Are there su�  cient funds for the 
project to move forward?

A. The government is ready to start 
work with local funds.

Q. What data does a child need to 
know about this in the next � ve 

years?

A. The capacity of the reservoir is 
1,69,000 acre feet. That is spread over 209 
hectares. Elevation is 54.1 metres above sea 
level. The flood level was 55.05 metres. The 
wall height is 58.51 metres. The length of 
the dam is 3.6 km. The height is 22 metres. 

The people of Anuradhapura, Vavuniya 
and Mannar are setting the stage for a 
water-based peace. All three ethnic groups 
benefit from this association. This means 
that water can be supplied from this reser-
voir when there is no water in the giant 
tank. Water can also be given to Akhitha-
murippu tank.

A CHANCE FOR WATER-BASED 
PEACE AND PROSPERITY

LOWER MALWATHU OYA RESERVOIR PROJECT

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on a recent inspection tour of the area.

Ven. Thantirimale Chandrarathana Thera

The project office

‘The people of 
Anuradhapura, 
Vavuniya and 

Mannar are setting 
the stage 

for a water-based 
peace. 

All three ethnic 
groups benefit from 

this association.’

‘Two thousand new 
acres will be 

added to 
the country’s 
agriculture. 

This is a victory 
for us in Rajarata.’

One of the dilapidated tanks in the Thantirimale area. 
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Special attention was paid 
to upgrade the reshipment 
handling capacity, offering 
warehouse facilities and con-
tainer terminals as well as 
supply facilities of internation-
al standards. 

It was also discussed to 
construct new warehouse 
facilities in areas such as Rat-
malana, Peliyagoda and Veyan-
goda to promote Colombo 
Port as a Transshipment Hub. 

The government should 
intervene to construct fuel 
storage tanks and supply fuel 
to the vessels. The President 
authorized the construction of 

a docking bay in Beruwala to 
facilitate the launch of large 
boats into the sea. 

“It is necessary to expand 
manufacturing, repairs and 
maintenance of ships and 
boats aiming the global mar-

ket. The expansion of facili-
ties to exchange naval staff 
centering main ports is also 
important’, President high-
lighted. Minister Rohitha 
Abeygunawardena, State 
Minister Jayantha 
Samaraweera, Head of the 
Presidential Task Force on 
Economic Revival, Basil 
Rajapaksa, Secretary to the 
President P.B. Jayasundera, 
Secretaries of both Cabinet 
and State Ministries, Heads 
of the Line Institutes and 
entrepreneurs in the shipping 
industry were present at the 
discussion.

The President pointed out the renewable 
energy sources must be utilized to a maxi-
mum capacity to achieve sustainable develop-
ment. The President directed his Secretary to 
issue a Circular to all institutions to support 
the promotion of renewable energy.   

The President stressed that the Government 
must provide incentives to private entrepre-
neurs to start solar or wind power projects 
and remove all obstacles for them.   

Observing the need to promptly process the 
project applications, the President said if there 
had been no response within 14 days, it would 
be better to consider such projects as 
approved. He asked to cancel the permit, if a 
project, to which a tender has been awarded, 
did not commence within three months.   

Economic Revival Presidential Task Force 
Head Basil Rajapaksa pointed out the possibil-
ity of installing solar panels in close proximity 
to 5,000 irrigational renovation project sites. 
He said it would be appropriate to award con-
tracts for renewable energy projects only to 
the entrepreneurs of that respective district.   

The possibility to fix solar panels in 
schools, factories and government institutions 
and offer a share of the profit to those institu-
tions was also looked into. The Government 
aims at generating considerable units of power 
through wind power plants in Mannar, Poon-
eryn and Siyambalanduwa.   

All countries now prefer renewable energy 
over coal or fossil fuel. The country’s annual 
growth of power demand is six percent. The 
power demand will rise sharply when the 
development projects are accelerated.   

Power Minister Dullas Alahapperuma and 
State Minister Duminda Dissanayake partici-
pated in the meeting.  

After around two years 
the project is expected to 
generate natural gas, which 
is expected to generate ener-
gy for the project and could 
also be added to the national 
grid.

Generating electricity, 
purifying our water and con-
ducting laboratory tests here 
can also be referred to as 
additional sources of 
income.

The need for a scientific, 
eco-friendly long-term solu-
tion to the garbage crisis has 
been the burning need for a 
long time and was first 
addressed during the tenure 
of President Gotabaya Raja-

paksa as Defence and Urban 
Development Ministry Sec-
retary.

These facts were revealed 
during a visit to the Aruwak-
kalu garbage yard by Urban 
Development, Coast Conser-
vation, Waste Disposal and 
Sanitation State Minister 
Dr.Nalaka Godahewa and 
the Urban Development and 
Housing Ministry Secretary.

Minister Godahewa said 
the construction of the Aru-
wakkalu Garbage Yard is 
expected to be completed 
within another year.

“Garbage on an average is 
around 600-700 metric 
tonnes per day in the 

Colombo city alone. Garbage 
is also being collected in 
major cities around Colom-
bo. Arrangements were 
made to bring these to the 
Aruwakkalu area and keep 
them in a garbage collection 
facility. We know that all 
over the world at that time 
there was a concept of gar-
bage dumps.The concept of 
this sanitary garbage collec-
tion centre was chosen as a 
solution to the huge health 
problem that exist in Sri 
Lanka. A very formal con-
cept had been formulated in 
this regard. It was planned 
to collect this garbage in the 
Kelaniya area, separate it 

and then bring it to the Put-
talam area by rail and store 
it in the sanitary facility. We 
believe the construction can 
be completed in about a 
year.

“A few decisions we need 
to be made regarding the 
final decision we will take 
on some of these issues and 
the overall issues in Colom-
bo and the suburbs. Garbage 
is not something we should 
waste. There are many 
rewards to be gained from 
this.We can generate energy 
from them. As an industrial 
project, we can even get the 
materials needed to make 
bricks-like products as a final 

result. Our aim is to make 
the most of these waste 
materials without wasting 
anything and produce the 
bulk of them in the most 
sanitary manner.We hope to 
end this whole process in 
the near future and provide 
a clear solution to this prob-
lem” State Minister Dr. Nal-
aka Godahewa  stated.

The sanitary landfill pro-
ject is located on a 265 acre 
area in the Aruwakkalu area 
and it is noteworthy that a 
separate section has been set 
aside as a park, to create a 
protected area and an eco-
friendly environment.

The Urban Development 

and Housing Ministry states 
that it is common in many 
developed countries of the 
world to produce eco-friend-
ly sanitary waste disposal 
facilities as a proper scien-
tific and eco-friendly solu-
tion to the garbage crisis 
and this is a successful pro-
ject to solve the garbage 
problem in the country. The 
total cost of the project is 
US$ 120 mn.

Construction is being car-
ried out by the China Har-
bour (Pvt) Ltd and is being 
overseen by the Central 
Engineering Consultancy 
Bureau (CECB) and a South 
Korean company.

Meanwhile, the 60 dollar embarkation tax on 
passengers will also be lifted for two years to 
attract more international tourists to the coun-
try.  The Minister further said it has been decid-
ed to provide discounts for ground handling at 
MRIA since the service fee for ground handling 
is higher compared to other airports in the 
region. In addition to that, fuel will be provided 
for aircraft arriving MRIA at subsidised rates. 

All these measures were taken to convert the 
MRIA to be more active and become the second 
international airport in Sri Lanka.The Cabinet of 
Ministers approved these concessions and the 
Finance Ministry will make future arrangements 
in this regard” the Minister said.

Tourism Ministry spokesman 
Pradeep Anura Kumara said there was 
no truth that airports were opening in 
April next year. He said the ministry 
believes that it won’t take that long to 
reopen both airports.“Even though a 
date hasn’t been finalised for reopen-
ing of airports, it surely won’t take 
next year to open,”he said. The 
Bandaranaike International Airport 
(BIA) and the Mattala Airport are 
both used for repatriation of stranded 

Lankans. “The ministry is expecting 
for the airports to open within the 
next few months, in keeping with the 
Health Ministry’s COVID-19 health 
guidelines and once the repatriation 
programmes are completed. We 
believe that it won’t go on till next 
year”.

Both international airports were 
closed since the Covid-19 outbreak 
and were used in the repatriation pro-
cess since then.       

The Minister stated this during his visit to the 
Mahanayake Theras of Malwatte and and Asgiri-
ya Chapters in Kandy yesterday. He also visited 
the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic.

Commenting on the controversial draft of the 
20th Amendment to the Constitution, Gamman-
pila said the government had taken action to 
rectify any mistake amidst many criticisms.

The report of the nine-member committee 
appointed by the Prime Minister to study the 
draft of the 20th amendment will be presented 
to the Cabinet of Ministers today (16), the Min-
ister said.

Securing a two-thirds majority win at an elec-
tion is difficult in Sri Lanka and therefore, the 
government has to work without giving any 
excuses to fulfill the public aspirations, he 
added.

He said after being restricted to 
the BPL, three-wheelers and the 
motorcycles will not be allowed to 
overtake buses moving in front even 
at a bus stop. Police officers will be 
deployed to ease the possible con-
gestion at bus stops, he added.

However, the progress of the new 
initiative would be reviewed by the 

police and a decision on whether to 
implement it permanently will be 
reached thereafter, the Senior DIG 
said. Stating that implementation of 
the lane laws saw considerable pro-
gress during the past two days he 
said a discussion will be held with 
the Road Development Authority to 
make changes to the traffic lights 

and the road signals where neces-
sary. Lanka Private Bus Owners’ 
Association (LPBOA)President 
Gemunu Wijeratne said his union is 
opposed to this new initiative which 
he claimed was illegal. 

He said the Gazette on BPL had 
permitted only buses. Therefore this 
is a total violation of the law by the 

Police. “Our Union is a member of 
the committee on Bus Priority Lane. 
But, we have not been informed 
about this new initiative.We will take 
action against the police for acting 
against the law,” Wijeratne said.

Secretary of the All Ceylon Pri-
vate Bus Owners Association Anjana 
Priyanjith said his union is not 

against this new move by the police. 
In Colombo there is not enough 
buses for a separate lane to be allo-
cated except on Galle and High-level 
roads and therefore, motorcycles 
and three-wheelers will not create 
any congestion on this lane, he said.
Therefore, there is no possibility for 
accidents as well, Priyanjith said.

He was arrested yesterday 
morning when the commemo-
ration was observed for the 
late member, when the police 
had obtained a restraining 
order to prevent the com-
memoration. 

However, the former MP 
had attended the event at his 
own will.

He was arrested and taken 
to Kopay police station.In 
1987, former LTTE member 
died during a hunger strike.

Accordingly, the Court of 
Appeal two-judge-bench compris-
ing Justices Mahinda Samayaward-
hena and Priyantha Fernando 

decided to record evidence from 
witnesses called by the petitioner.

Filing a contempt of court 
action in Court of Appeal, B.Den-

ishwaran alleged that 
the former Northern 
Province Chief Minister 
C.V. Wigneswaran and 
Ananthi Sasitharan and 
K.Sivanesan have will-
fully acted in contempt 
of the Court of Appeal 
order since they pre-
vented him from acting 
as a Minister in the 
Northern Province.

Denishwaran stated 
that the first respond-
ent, Justice Wigne-
swaran has, by his con-
duct and statements, 

acted in contumacious and willful 
disobedience of the order of the 
Court of Appeal and thus commit-
ted an act of contempt against the 
authority and dignity of the Court 
of Appeal.

The Court of Appeal on June 29, 
2018 issued an Interim Order pre-
venting the decision of former 
Northern Province Chief Minister 
C.V. Wigneswaran to expel B. Den-
ishwaran from functioning as the 
Fisheries and Transport Minister 
in the province.

Counsel Suren Fernando appear-
ing for the petitioner Denishwaran 
informed Court that his client is 
ready to withdraw the contempt of 
court application subject to several 
conditions including the tendering 
apology to the petitioner and the 

withdrawal of appeal petitions 
filed in Supreme Court by the 
respondents.

However, President’s Counsel K. 
Kanag-Iswaran appearing for for-
mer Chief Minister Wigneswaran 
disagreed with the proposal and 
told court that his client is ready 
to face the trial.

Accordingly, A. Pathinadan, 
chief secretary to the Northern 
Province gave evidence as a wit-
ness called by the petitioner. In his 
evidence, the witness affirmed that 
he had received a copy of the 
interim order issued by Court of 
Appeal confirming B. Denishwaran 
can continue as a Provincial Coun-
cil Minister. Further hearing fixed 
for today (16).

The petitioner B.Denishwaran 

had challenged Northern former 
Province Chief Minister C.V. 
Wigneswaran in the Court of 
Appeal, complaining that the Chief 
Minister had no power to appoint 
or remove any Provincial Council 
minister.

Former Chief Minister C.V 
Wigneswaran had also filed an 
appeal in Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Court of Appeal’s 
Interim Order to prevent Wigne-
swaran’s decision to remove B.
Denishwaran from functioning as 
Fisheries and Transport Miister 
in the province.

Counsel Suren Fernando 
appeared for the petitioner Den-
ishwaran. President’s Counsel K. 
Kanag-Iswaran appeared for for-
mer Chief Minister Wigneswaran.

In a similar devel-
opment, the UK’s 
International 
Ambassador for 
Human Rights, Rita 
French, delivering a 
statement on behalf 
of Canada, Germa-
ny, North Macedo-
nia, Montenegro and the UK, 
the Core Group on Sri Lanka 
expressed its strong solidarity 
with Sri Lanka’s civil society, 
and human rights defenders, 
and called on the government 
to take all steps necessary to 
allow them to operate freely.

The Core Group also appreci-
ated Sri Lanka’s continued 
commitment to fostering recon-
ciliation, justice and peaceful 
coexistence among Sri Lanka’s 

diverse communi-
ties.

Next March, the 
Council was to 
consider a report 
by the High Com-
missioner, on 
human rights, rec-
onciliation and 

accountability in Sri Lanka on 
the steps taken to implement 
resolution 30/1. However the 
Government of Sri Lanka has 
been clear to this Council that 
it no longer supports resolution 
30/1. The Core Group also paid 
tribute to the people of Sri 
Lanka and to all those involved 
in delivering safe and peaceful 
Parliamentary elections, 
despite the challenges of Covid-
19.

The petitioner Nishantha 
Mahiraj, (41) a disabled, retired 
Army Lance Corporal had filed 
this petition demanding Rs.10 
million as damages for police 
brutality occurred during a pro-
test in Colombo demanding 
their pension.

The Supreme Court three-
judge-bench comprising Justice 
Priyantha Jayawardena, Justice 
Vijith Malalgoda and Justice 
Yasantha Kodagoda fixed the 
petition for argument to be 
taken up on May 4 next year.

The petitioner stated that 
about 3000 disabled soldiers 
and family members of 
deceased soldiers had gathered 
at the Galle Face Green on 
November 7, 2016 urging to 
pay their pension.

The petitioner said the riot 
police unleashed water cannons 
at the disabled soldiers who 
were moving forward along 
Galle Road in wheelchairs, on 
crutches or with walking sup-
ports, and fired at least seven 
canisters of tear gas at them, 

subjecting these helpless disa-
bled soldiers who have made 
tremendous sacrifice for the 
country to immense hardship 
and harassment.

While the petitioner was 
walking on the road towards 
Fort from Galle Face along with 
other disabled soldiers, a tear 
gas canister fired from a dis-
tance of about 20 metres hit on 
his face just above his right eye 
causing severe injury to the eye.

The petitioner states that the 
said injury caused by a tear gas 

canister deliberately fired by a 
member of the Riot Police at 
the disabled soldiers who were 
peacefully walking on the road 
exercising their legitimate and 
fundamental rights has resulted 
in the permanent loss of his 
sight in the right eye and suffer-
ing multiple fractures on the 
right orbit which cannot be sur-
gically treated without plastic 
surgery.

Senior Counsel Kalyananda 
Thiranagama appeared for the 
petitioner.
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Police arrest Shivajilingam at the event.

Officials had drawn the 
Prime Minister’s attention 
towards initially seizing 
funds and property obtained 
via illegal means, when the 
relevant suspects are arrest-
ed prior to taking measures 
to confiscate them.

The Prime Minister’s 
Office said that lengthy dis-
cussions were held on Mon-
day pertaining to the provi-
sions under the Money 
Laundering Act and the 
Financial Transactions 
Reporting Act No. 06 of 
2006.

Officials had also detailed 

facts on introduc-
ing necessary 
amendments to 
the relevant acts 
and measures that 
can be taken in 
accordance with 
the existing provi-
sions.

The Prime 
Minister’s Office further 
noted that a decision was 
taken to take measures 
promptly based on the exist-
ing provisions and to con-
sider amending the neces-
sary laws.

The Secretary to the 

Prime Minister 
Gamini Senarath, 
Defence Secretary 
Maj. Gen. (rtd) 
Kamal Gunaratne, 
Justice Ministry 
Secretary M.M.P.K. 
Mayadunne, acting 
IGP C.D. Wickra-
maratne, Head of 

the Central Bank Financial 
Intelligence Unit Chanaka 
Mohotti, Senior Solicitor 
General  Haripriya 
Jayasundara and several 
other officials participated 
in the meeting with the 
Prime Minister.

REV. SISTER MARY CHITRA 
WIJEWARDENE of St. Agnes Convent 
Bolawalana,  expired. Her Mortal Remains 
laid to Rest at Good Shepherd Convent 
Chapel Nayakakanda. Holy Mass at 3.00 
p.m. on Wednesday followed by burial.
 054983

ABHAYA - DR ATTANAYAKE. 
Dearly beloved husband of Prof. Chandra 
Attanayake,  loving father of Gaurie (USA),  
Maulie & Yashas (USA),  father-in-law 
of Sidath de Alwis & Liz Majka (USA),  
grandfather of Deshana,  Lochana,  Sujith,  
Ishan,  Ajith & Samanthi,  brother of Swarna 
& late Chithra,  brother-in-law of R td Brig. 
Bandara & late S.D. Ratnayake. Remains lie 
at residence No.613/ 7A,  Highlevel Road,  
Gangodawila,  Nugegoda. Cortege leaves 
residence on Wednesday 16th September 
2020 at 3.00 p.m. for cremation at 4.00 p.m. 
at Borella Cemetery. 055063

EKANAYAKE - HERCULES (HERKY) 
NOEL BOYD. Beloved husband of Norah 
(nee Thomasz),  devoted father of Russel,  
Avril,  Romaine,  Lou,  Trevor,  Sean and 
Jeremy,  father-in-law of Charles Psaila,  
Wilhelm Forster,  Yasmin,  Odile,  Janine and 
Judy,  grandpa of Simone,  Suren,  Natalie,  
Nadia,  Dimitri,  Trent,  Stefan,  Scott,  Alain,  
Jayden,  Jermaine and Javan,  great-grandpa 
of 9,  brother of Sam (dec.),  Douglas (dec.),  
Hope Bandara,  Brenda Samaranayake and 
Drucilla de Silva (all in Sri Lanka),  passed 
away peacefully on 11th September 2020. 
Safe in the arms of Jesus. For funeral 
arrangements refer to Tobin Brothers 
Website. 055056

The government of good 
governance brought the 19th 
Amendment not to do good 
to the country but to consoli-
date the power of Ranil 
Wickremasinghe.

Rural Roads and Other 
Infrastructure State Minister 
Nimal Lanza said that the 
19th Amendment was 
brought by the then govern-

ment not to do good to the 
country but to limit the pow-
ers of then President Maithri-
pala Sirisena and consolidate 
power for Ranil Wickremes-
inghe.

 He expressed these views 
at a discussion held with the 
active supporters at the 
Negombo Municipal Council 
Hall today (14).

"The 19th Amendment has 
done no good to the country. 
The IGP could not be 
removed after the Easter 
Attack. The main responsi-
bility of a democratic coun-
try is to hold elections on 
time.  However, the Election 
Commission could not hold 
the election on time.The then 
President and then Prime 

Minister went two ways and 
the country went backwards. 
As a result national security 
and the economy suffered a 
setback.That is why people 
gave us the power of two 
thirds,” Lanza said.

"After Ranil Wickremasin-
ghe's presidential dream 
faded, he worked through 19 
to increase the powers of the 

Prime Minister, another 
objective was to do every-
thing possible to keep the 
Rajapaksas' out of politics.
The 20th Amendment will be 
drafted for by the Constitu-
tion Amendment Commit-
tee.President Gotabhaya 
Rajapaksa has appointed the 
most suitable persons to the 
committee, he added.

Ranil usurped Prez powers under 19A - Lanza 

In Treasured Memory
of

P.H. WILSON PEIRIS
Called to Rest 16-09-1980

Memories are treasures 
no one can steal

Death leaves a heartache
no one can heal.

May his soul Rest in Peace
Fondly remembered by in-laws, 
grand and great grandchildren.

Suramya Uyana Lane 1
Moratuwa.
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Kanchana Amilani’s first 
novel Guha Satana (Cave 
Encounter) will be launched 
on September 18, at 3.00 
pm, at the Sayura Publisher’s 
stall H266 at the Colombo 
International Book Fair. 

The “Cave Encounter” is a 
fast-paced black comedy in 
which a young man and a 
young woman get caught in a 
battle between two opposing 
sides.  

Book launch 
on Sept. 18 MAHINDA P. LIYANAGE

Galle Central Spl. Corr.

A person with an unlicensed gun was arrest-
ed in Aluthwatte, Warakapela Hena, Udugama 
Police said. 

The gun was detected in the suspect’s 
house. The suspect is a 32-year-old driver in a 
tea factory and investigations reveal that he 
had used the gun for hunting animals.

During the past two months, 15 suspects 
with 17 illegal guns have been arrested, 
Udugama Police said. 

The suspect was to be produced before 
court. 

Investigations are continuing. 

Man arrested with 
unlicensed gun

RAJA WAIDYASEKERA
Tissamaharama Special Corr.

The Hambantota wind power 
plant has proved to be a white ele-
phant. Commenting on it, Youth 
Affairs and Sports Minister Namal 
Rajapaksa said that for the wind 
power plant located in the Hamban-
tota Port premises the state had to 
pay a huge sum as rentals.

Meanwhile sources at the Ceylon 
Electricity Board (CEB) said that 
the wind power plant and its tech-
nology  are outdated and that it was 

not viable to maintain the plant by 
paying a high rent. They added that 
although there are five towers only 
three are functioning at present.

Having considered the economic 
and technological requirement and 
other aspects, there was a decision 
by the CEB to remove the towers or 
relocate them. 

The Hambantota wind power 
plant is Sri Lanka’s first-ever com-
missioned  wind power plant that 
was set up with state and foreign 
funds.             

Hambantota power plant 
a white elephant

RAJA WAIDYASEKERA
Tissamahrama Spl. Corr.

The construction work of Hambantota’s first-
ever night bazaar came to a halt during the 
yahapalana regime. 

The night bazaar was aimed at consumers 
from the Hambantota Port and the Mahinda 
Rajapaksa International Airport.

The night bazaar was the brainchild of Sports 
Minister Namal Rajapaksa. This was the first 
time in the history of Hambantota that such a 
trade complex was proposed.

Residents of Hambantota urge the Sports 
Minster to re-commence construction work of 
the night bazaar.

Night bazaar 
abandoned

musaeus college
colombo 7

ADMISSIONS - 2021

Lower Nursery

INTERVIEWS
Letters calling for interviews for Lower Nursery have 
been posted to all applicants.

The interviews have been scheduled as follows:-

Lower Nursery - 09th October 2020 (Friday)

  10th October 2020 (Saturday)

  11th October 2020 (Sunday)

  17th October 2020 (Saturday)

  18th October 2020 (Sunday)

Applicants for Lower Nursery who have not received 
e-mail / letters by 30th of September 2020, please email 
the Registrar on registrar@musaeus.lk with the 
application reference number.

Registrar,
Musaeus College
Colombo 07.



O
b j e c t i o n s 
against SLPP 
Parliamentari-
an Premalal 
Jayasekara ’s 
oath taking 

and the proposed 20th 
Amendment to the Constitu-
tion (20A) dominated the 
political discourse last week 
also creating ripples in Parlia-
ment.

Both were opportunities for the 
Opposition parties to get their act 
together and score a few points against 
the Government. The Opposition was 
keen to turn them into rallying points 
to be back in the limelight after its 
major electoral setback last month.

The Government members defended 
MP Jayasekara’s right to office, and 
tried not to allow the issue to be 
dragged on, noting that the Appeal 
Court’s interim order and the Speak-
er’s decision have put finality to the 
matter.

On the other hand, the 20A has 
become a sore point within the Gov-
ernment itself, and it has decided to 
tread more cautiously on the topic so 
as not to upset  its alliance partners 
and forces and to give an ear to their 
different opinions.        

Constructive dialogue on both  
developments must be welcomed as 
those matters can have a profound 
influence on the future trajectory of 
the country’s politics and governance. 

Verdict of the People
 “No one pretends that democracy is 

perfect or ideal form of Government . 
Indeed it has been said that democracy 
is the worst form of Government 
except for all those other forms that 
have been tried from time to time,” 
was a famous remark by former British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 
the  House of Commons in 1947.

Democracy is messy and there are 
innumerable occasions, not only in our 
part of the world but also in western 
democracies, where the choices of the 
people have come into question. When 
we accept democracy and have faith in 
the ultimate choice of the people, we 
must also be prepared to reconcile 
with all the imperfections of the peo-
ple’s rationality.  

Certainly, the moment a convicted 
prisoner in death row, whose appeal is 
pending, took oaths as an “honoura-
ble” Member of Parliament (MP) and 
the subsequent international media 
spotlight this attracted , could not be a 
proud moment for our Parliament.

The question was not about Parlia-
mentarian Premalal Jayasekara, but 
about not setting a precedent that 
might lead to further deterioration of 
our already sullied  political culture. 
Then again, more than 100,000 people 
in the Ratnapura electoral district 
thought him fit and proper to be a law-
maker and their representative at the 
country’s supreme legislative body 
despite his conviction for  the gravest 
of crimes.

In hindsight, the High Court’s ver-
dict delivered with less than a week for 
the General Election had not been a 
deterrent, but an impetus to his politi-
cal campaign to poll the second high-
est preferential votes in Ratnapura, the 
electorate he represented since 2001.

“My conscience knows that I am 
innocent,” MP Jayasekara said making 
his first speech in the new Parliament 
within hours of his swearing in. He 
maintained that the CID had framed 
him for political reasons. He thanked 
his constituency and the judiciary for 
the opportunity granted to him to be a 
member of  Parliament.

At the end of the day, every Parlia-
mentarian has received a people’s man-
date and that has to be respected. MP 
Jayasekara is not the only MP to travel 
to Parliament from prison. Tamil Mak-
kal Viduthalai Pullikal (TMVP) MP 
Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan alias 
‘Pillayan’, who is indicted for the mur-
der of former MP Joseph Pararajasing-
ham, is also attending Parliament from 
prison pending his Court verdict.

Viewing things in a different light, 

many other contemporary politicians 
too have a chequered history. Though 
charges are not proven before the 
Courts of Law, one cannot help but get 
the impression that, a considerable 
number of them cannot save face in the 
court of public opinion. 

Black-shawl protest

The main Opposition party, the 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) wore 
black shawls and heckled while 
Jayasekara took oaths in Parliament. 
Later they staged a walkout in pro-
test. Opposition Leader Sajith Pre-
madasa reminded the House that in 
a similar situation in 1982 then 
Speaker M.A. Bakeer Markar did not 
permit Selvarajah Yogachandran, 
also known as ‘Kuttimani’, one of the 
leaders of the TELO, to take oaths in 
Parliament. 

Yogachandran was sentenced to 
death  by the Colombo High Court 
under the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act (PTA) and while his appeal was 
pending Tamil United Liberation 
Front (TULF) Secretary-General A. 
Amirthalingam nominated Yogachan-
dran as a new MP following the 
death of MP T. Thirunavukarasu. 
However, then Prison Commissioner 
Priya Delgoda refused to release him 
from prison to take oaths and subse-

quently he was disqualified from 
becoming an MP. The seat remained 
vacant for about seven months till Dr 
Neelan Tiruchelvam, the alternative 
nominee by the TULF, took his 
oaths as an MP in 1983.

Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abey-
wardena stated that he acted in line 
with the Appeal Court’s interim 
order when he allowed MP Jayaseka-
ra to be sworn  in. “Those arguments 
should have been raised at the Court. 
I did not delve deep into the matter 
but simply followed the Court order,” 
the Speaker responded.  

Citing the rulings of former Speak-
ers Chamal Rajapaksa and Anura 
Bandaranaike, the Opposition MPs 
argued that there had been instances 
in the past where the Speaker took 
his own independent decisions with-
out necessarily falling in line with 
the Court’s orders. They also stated 
that the Court in its order had 
allowed the Speaker to make the 
final call.  

The interim order running to a 
few pages delivered by Justice (Pres-
ident) A.H.M.D. Nawaz permitted 
the petitioner to attend Parliament, 
since the election of the petitioner as 
an MP has not been invalidated so 
far.

“It has to be pointed out that Arti-
cles 89 and 91 do not prohibit the 

oath taking of an elected Member of 
Parliament when his election 
remains valid and un-impeached.

“We would make the observation 
that as long as the election of the 
Petitioner remains valid and effectu-
al, he cannot be prevented from 
attending Parliament and taking his 
oaths…The question of sitting and 
voting does not arise before us and it 
is the province of the Speaker to deal 
with that matter or any other compe-
tent body. What is before us is a 
challenge to the letter which pre-
vents the Petitioner from attending 
Parliament and the House has exclu-
sive rights to make judgments con-
cerning the conduct of members and 
others in relation to Parliament,” the 
Court order stated.

Revisiting 20A

Turning to the Constitutional 
amendments, the SJB and the National 
People’s Power (NPP) have vehement-
ly opposed the 20A and have made a 
strong case against concentrating pow-
ers on one individual and weakening 
the powers of Legislature and Inde-
pendent Commissions. A number of 
nationalist groups and professional 
bodies as well as several Buddhist 
monks have also called for dropping 
certain Clauses in the draft Bill.

In this backdrop, Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa appointed a nine-
member committee chaired by Educa-
tion Minister and Constitutional 
Expert Prof G.L.Peiris and comprising 
of Parliamentarians to study the pro-
posed changes. Its report was expected 
to be presented to the Cabinet today.

Taking a pause to heed the opinions 
of the civil groups, which paved the 
way for the incumbent President and 
the Government to seal an unprece-
dented electoral win, was an indication 
that the Government takes them seri-
ously and is keen to maintain a good 
rapport with its partners.              

UNP Leadership   

In the ‘Grand Old Party’, Monday’s 
crucial Working Committee meeting 
ended with the appointment of UNP 
Deputy Secretary General Ruwan 
Wijewardene as the new Deputy Lead-
er while UNP Leader Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe was able to keep his post 
intact until January next year. This 
agreement has been arrived after days 
of closed door meetings. Accordingly, 
the much called for leadership change 
has been postponed for the umpteenth 
time.

However, the Deputy Leader is 
tipped to succeed as Leader early next 
year. Leadership aspirant and new 
Deputy Leader Wijewardene hails 
from Senanayake-Wijewardene politi-
cal dynasty and is the nephew of for-
mer President late J.R. Jayewardene 
and a cousin of Ranil Wickremesinghe. 
He was elected following a secret bal-
lot as UNP Assistant Leader. Ravi 
Karunanayake also contested for the 
position.

The post fell vacant after Sajith Pre-
madasa walked out of the UNP. None 
of the other Party seniors, who previ-
ously showed interest in succeeding 
Wickremesinghe as Leader, contested 
for the Deputy Leader post. There 
has been no agreement yet on the 
Party’s nomination to fill its National 
List seat.
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The Constitution only gives people the right to 
pursue happiness. You have to catch it yourself. 
- Benjamin Franklin

THOUGHT fOr THe day

The much debated 20th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion that was submitted for vetting by a Special Com-
mittee appointed by Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa will be presented to President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa in its novel form, when the Cabinet meets 
today. The new version of the 20 A was submitted to 
the PM yesterday afternoon. President Rajapaksa, 
no doubt ,will come in for high praise for giving ear 
to all shades of opinion including views expressed by 
the Government representatives,themselves, and 
even among those who worked tirelessly to have him 
elected, on certain aspects of 20A.  

Contrary to the grim picture painted of him as a dicta-
tor and one set to rule with an iron hand by his 
detractors, President Rajapaksa in true democratic 
fashion had opted to entertain alternative sugges-
tions to do with 20 A and be amenable to any pro-
posed changes suggested. One should here take 
into account the fact that the President commands a 
two thirds majority in Parliament and was elected to 
office with an overwhelming mandate virtually hand-
ing him a blank cheque to do as he pleases. He also 
has the full backing of the Maha Sangha whose sup-
port en masse facilitated his victory. Under these 
circumstances any other ruler would certainly have 
ridden rough shod over any form of opposition in 
having his/her word prevail.Therefore his critics 
ought to be humble enough to acknowledge this fact 
and give credit where it is due.  

As to 20A itself, we have been arguing in this column, 
since the proposal was first made, that there were 
certain salutary features in the 19th Amendment and 
that the baby should not be thrown with the bathwa-
ter. Hopefully, these aspects would have been 
retained by the Committee headed by Minister Prof. 
G.L.Pieris who could be relied upon to have acted 
with circumspection. 20A, after all, is an interim 
measure and a forerunner to the proposed new Con-
stitution and as such should ideally be the stepping 
stone for the big event. Hence, a careful study is 
demanded before deciding on the right options.The 
Committee, no doubt, would have taken a lesson 
from the manner in which the 19th Amendment was 
bulldozed through with patchwork arrangements and 
piecemeal options behind which were selfish motives 
for the concentration of power in a single individual 
and cutting the ground for the Rajapaksas to con-
tinue in politics.  

Besides, a new constitution should be a well thought 
out one and carefully crafted for other reasons as 
well.We say this because it is very remote that there 
will be a future Parliament where the ruling party 
commands a two thirds majority under the present 
electoral system.Hence, the need to have an iron-
clad constitution that will not only take the country to 
the future but also meet future challenges and con-
tingencies leaving no room for more amendments 
and other forms of tinkering as happened with the  
1978 Constitution.  

Hopefully, the Samagi Jana Balavegaya which has 
vowed to torpedo 20A in its present form, will act 
with responsibility and not be rushed into rash 
actions.The SJB has launched a campaign to pro-
mote its version of 19 plus - a so called improvement 
on the 19th Amendment as an alternative to 20A. 
Perhaps, it has taken cognisance of certain short-
comings in 19A pointed out by its own members. No 
doubt, the Committee which studied 20A would have 
dealt with the logjams in 19A that made Governance 
impossible and introduced alternative options. At the 
same time there is no doubt the positive features of 
19A would have been retained and where possible, 
improved upon.  

It is in this context that those who are quick to criticise 
the 20th Amendment ought to hold their horses until 
the final product in its refined form is made public.
We say this because the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet had already fired a 
salvo raising concerns about specific features in the 
20th Amendment, which according to her, impinge 
on human rights and impact on key independent 
institutions.  

She, perhaps, fails to realise that 20A is only an 
interim measure to be refined and developed as the 
Government proceeds into knocking into shape a 
brand new constitution. Besides, its clauses can be 
challenged in courts by any citizen. In fact the Bar 
Association of Sri Lanka too had made certain 
objections which are bound to be canvassed at the 
appropriate forums. In fact, even during TV talk 
shows legal luminaries representing the Govern-
ment and even members of the Viyath Maga has 
pointed to certain flaws which they want rectified.
What is objectionable to most ,though, is the attempt 
to stymie actions and decisions of the President 
intended for the benefit of the people and the devel-
opment of the country.  

They rightly insist that the President,as the Com-
mander-in-Chief, essentially has to retain the 
Defence portfolio which 19A has stripped him 
of.What they are against is the irrational provisions 
in 19A that prevent the country from moving forward.  

 A new look 20A?
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UNP Leader Ranil Wickremesinghe.

 demOcracy nOt 
perfect nOr fLawLess

Opposition MPs wearing black shawls in protest. (Picture by Sulochana Gamage)

MP Premalal Jayasekara taking oaths in Parliament. (Picture by Sulochana Gamage)

UNP Deputy Leader Ruwan Wijewardene.
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BerNarD FerNaNDo

A recent statement issued by 
NJC appearing in the 
press, carried the follow-
ing excerpt.

“We also strongly urge the Govt. 
to do away with the existing PR 
system of elections    and revert to 
the first-past-the post system 
(FPP) as it existed prior to 1978”

Since the General Election results 
continue to be compiled and 
announced on the basis of popular 
160 Electorates, the handy way to 
respond to the above statement would 
be to extrapolate the said FPP mecha-
nism to the recent General Election 
result and compare the outcome (Col-
umn 11) with that obtained by apply-
ing PR arithmetic as per ‘Present’ 
(Column 6) and as per ‘Real’ (Col-
umn10) as illustrated in the Table 
below.

In my recent article to the Press 
titled ‘Refine PR arithmetic and allo-
cate seats for Parliament and Cabinet 
for a ‘Permanent Peoples’ Govt.’, I 
have highlighted the causes for the 
differences between Column 6 and 10 
as distortions arising from 1) 22 
Bonus Seats, 2) 5% minimum district 
vote requirement and 3) the large 
number of votes going unaccounted 
in the 2nd round of seat determina-
tion on a District basis. I leave it to 
the proponents of the FPP system to 
arrive at their own conclusions on the 
seat allocation shown in Column 11.

Thanks to the existing PR Arithme-
tic (though distorted as mentioned 
above)), the recent Election brought 
some ‘numerical sanity’(Column 6) to 
the Parliament avoiding a complete 
‘White wash’ that would have occurred 
if the ‘First- Past-the Post’ system was 
in operation as glaringly seen in Col-
umn 11.It is pertinent to mention that 
during the recent Election campaign, 
a senior Ex-Minister went on record 
that if the ‘First Past the Post’ system 
was implemented, their Party will eas-
ily win all the electorates meaning 
that nearly 95% of MPs would come 
from a single Party. A somewhat simi-
lar result was chalked in the Parlia-
mentary elections in 1970 and 1977.
The kind of democracy that prevailed 
during those time periods is no secret 
to the voters.

Any dispassionate reader of anoth-
er recent Press article of mine titled 
‘PR System Vs. FPP System’, would 
no doubt be convinced that the advan-
tages of the PR System bereft of the 
despised ‘Preference voting’ system 
far outweigh that of the old Westmin-
ster style FPP system. Therefore, I 
would refrain from elaborating on that 
issue. However, I admit that if one 
were to ask any FPP proponent, why 
he/she insists on reviving the old sys-
tem, the stock answer would be that 

an MP should be there in the Parlia-
ment to look after their problems and 
needs at Electorate level.

My prompt response would be that 
the need for electing  National level 
Parliamentarians for each electorate 
became redundant with the strength-
ening of the ‘Decentralized Political 
Administration System’ through the  
Provincial  Councils(PCs) armed with 
09 Provincial Parliaments in 1987. 
Unfortunately, the effectiveness of the 
PCs was paralyzed by the MPs who 
jealously guarded their ‘Preference 
Vote’ bank in the electorates/Districts, 
by blocking adequate powers and rec-
ognition to the PCs. Moreover, with 
the rapid technological advances in 
communication, (Photocopy,E.
Mail,Fax, Whats App.,Smart phones 
etc.), Electronic media / FM channels 
and highway transport compared to 
pre1978 era, the said stock answer/
excuse to promote FPP system doesn’t 
hold  water. Anyway, even now the 
225 MPs can be assigned by the 
respective parties to look after the 
160 electorates!

Failure of Mixed voting system
As we know, the alien ‘Mixed vot-

ing’ system that was tested with the 
last Local Govt.

 Elections in 2018 to overcome the 
aforesaid issue ended up with a whole 
heap of problems and complexities 
leading to a dramatic, (nearly three-
fold) increase in the total number of 
local Govt. members, culminating in 
an indefinite postponement of the PC 
elections.

A simple alternative for ‘Mixed 
Voting system’

In the said back drop, we as senior 
citizens who have experienced our 
electoral process in practice for long 
years, propose the following objective 
steps to bring about a simple, low-
cost as well as a fair and democratic 
method aimed at achieving the core 
objective of the existing high cost, 
complex and laborious electoral pro-
cess.

Towards Primary Objective of 
determining the number of seats 

won by each party 
1) Dispense with ‘Bonus seats’ and 

‘5% minimum District Vote’ require-
ment.

2) Impose stringent eligibility and 
high cash deposit requirements to 
discourage registration of mushroom 
political parties with trading and 
other ulterior motives leading to long 
ballot papers and voter confusion. At 
the last Election, out of 353 contest-
ing parties, 329 Independents and 
others obtained a National vote of less 
than 10,000 ranging from 15 to 
9,855votes!

3) Apply simple Proportionate 
arithmetic to the sum total of valid 
National votes of seat wining parties 

(Single Electorate) as shown from 
columns 7 to 10 of the above Table.

Towards Secondary objective of 
naming MPs to fill the number of 

seats won by each party
1)  Abolish the much despised and 

corrupt ‘Preference Voting’ system.  
(The existing ‘Optional’ nature of the 
‘Preference Vote’ implies that this 
objective is secondary allowing a flex-
ible option to the seat wining Parties)

2) Devolve total responsibility to 
the contesting parties to fill their 
seats with team members as per a list 
of their choice mentioned under item 
5 below.

3) However, when selecting their 
prospective candidates, the contest-
ing parties as corporate bodies gov-
erned by Constitutions, should at the 
outset, be required to meet a robust 
set of eligibility and selection criteria 
through a structured interview mech-
anism laid down by the Elections 
Commission,. This process becomes 
compulsory in the light of main par-
ties outrageously continuing to field 
ineligible candidates with notorious 
records and backgrounds leaving a 
‘Hobson’s choice’ to hapless voters to 
elect ‘Horses’ from a list of proverbial 
‘Donkeys’! 

With the enforcement of the said 
criteria, the voters will discard the 
hackneyed contention that the Party 
leader can unilaterally include his 
henchmen (Donkeys) in the candidate 
lists and the Elections Commission 
can relax its focus on the election 
procedure for individual candidates. 

4) The 5 year Party Policy/Election 
manifesto should be upgraded to the 
level of a ‘Prosecutable Document’ to 
prevent the incidence of false and 
utopian promises. The advent of such 
a legalized Election Manifesto will 
enable the voter to decide on his sole 
‘X’ mark with more confidence. Con-
sequently, to abide by the manifesto 
and deliver results, the respective Par-
ties will have to take ownership of the 
‘Team members’ they are fielding.

5) Certified names of the candi-
dates/Team members listed as per one 
of the options proposed below (after 
reaching an all Party consensus on 
one option or as per the choice of the 
Party concerned) shall be submitted 
to the authorities on the Nominations 
date.

  a)  District wise list in ‘Merit 
order’ as per the original system in 
1978.

b) Electorate wise list in keep-
ing with the aspirations of FPP propo-
nents. In this event, either the num-
ber of Electorates can be increased 
from 160 to 196 necessitating a delim-
itation exercise OR the number of 
seats can be reduced from 196 to 160 
sans such exercise, as the present 
electorate boundaries have been 

accepted by the people by the test of 
time.

c) Central pool of names as 
was adopted by the JVP up to recent 
times.

d) District wise list in ‘Alpha-
betical order’ as done hitherto, but 
sans ‘Preference vote numbers’

Note: The parties can conduct their 
Elections campaigns based on the 
‘Election Manifesto’ as well as on 
their selected candidates with empha-
sis on the option stated above. 

6) The entire election campaign 
should be handled by the Party head 
office as it takes ownership of its 
selected/Ranked Team members. As a 
result, ‘Campaign financing’ can be 
better ascertained and monitored by 
the authorities.

Other advantages of the 
proposed method

1) With the abolition of the ‘Prefer-
ence Voting system’ the voter is sim-
ply required to mark only one ‘X’ 
against the relevant party symbol on 
the ballot paper, based primarily on 
the 5 year Election Manifesto  and the 
‘Good will’ of such Party and second-
arily on the given Candidate list. As a 
result, the rejected votes are bound to 
get reduced considerably.

2) The expenditure, time and ener-
gy spent by the Elections Dept. will 
drastically come down and the final 
election result can be announced by 
mid –night.

3) Less affluent but well qualified 
candidates will not be required to 
finance their own campaign even 
within the limited area of an elector-
ate.

4) The advent of a wise set of 
'Genuine Political Professionals' with 
a high degree of ‘Common sense’ 
(consisting mainly of Lawyers, 
Accountants, Economists and socio-
political experts) who are best posi-
tioned to discharge the objectives and 
functions of a National Parliament, 
sending  terms such as ‘Unstable 
Govt.’ ‘Hung Parliament’ and ‘2/3rd 
majority in to a limbo of forgotten 
things. 

5) In view of 4 above, the present 
‘National List’ may become redun-
dant. Therefore, it can be either 
scrapped or added to 196 seats to 
make 225 MPs.

Further proposals
All the above proposals plus a few 

others have been factored in to anoth-
er  recent press article enumerating  
13  measures that need to be included 

in the ‘Electoral Reforms’ that  the 
‘Yahapalana’ Govt. failed to legislate 
despite an All Party Constitutional 
Assembly sitting on it for 4 ½ years.

Conclusion
In our view, for the foregoing to 

materialise, our sovereign voter dedi-
cated Organisations like 'Paffrel', 
Caffe and CMEV should take this final 
opportunity and convince the Nation-
al Elections Commission to expe-
dite the appointment of a 'Civilian 
Task force for Electoral Reforms' 
comprising eminent retired judges 
and representatives of the afore-
said Civil Society Organisations 
bereft of politicians for whom it 
will be a ‘conflict of interest’ as 
they are only ‘Agents’ of the Sover-
eign People who are the ‘Princi-
pals’ in keeping with the ’Law of 
Agency’. However, we are confi-
dent that the MPS as legislators 
led by the Prime Minister enjoying 
a 2/3rd majority in Parliament and 
the President as the Executive 
Chief of the Country who values 
simple mechanisms and ‘Out of the 
Box’ proposals, will ensure the pas-
sage of these proposals under ‘Elec-
toral Reforms’.

 (Email: jbvfernando@yahoo.com)

a simple alternative for ‘mixed Voting system’ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Party                       National 

Votes
Given 
National %

Present 
196 Seats         

Present 
N/L 29

Present
Total Seats

Real 
National %

Real 
196 seats

Real 
N/L 29

Real 
Total seats

Seats -As 
per FPP 

SLPP 6,853,690 59.09% 128 17 145 61.17% 120 18 138 131

SJB 2,771,980 23.90% 47 7 54 24.74% 48 7 55 10

JJB 445,958 3.84% 2 1 3 3.98% 8 1 9 0

ITAK 327,168 2.82% 9 1 10 2.92% 6 1 7 15

UNP 249,435 2.15% 0 1 1 2.23% 4 1 5 0

AITC 67,766 0.58% 1 1 2 0.60% 1 *0 1 0

OPOPP 67,758 0.58% 0 1 1 0.60% 1 0 1 0

TMVP 67,692 0.58% 1 0 1 0.60% 1 0 1 1

SLFP 66,579 0.57% 1 0 1 0.59% 1 0 1 1

EPDP 61,464 0.53% 2 0 2 0.55% 1 0 1 1

MNA 55,981 0.48% 1 0 1 0.50% 1 0 1 1

TMTK 51,301 0.44% 1 0 1 0.46% 1 0 1 0

ACMC 43,319 0.37% 1 0 1 0.39% 1 0 1 0

NC 39,272 0.34% 1 0 1 0.35% 1 0 1 0

SLMC 34,428 0.30% 1 0 1 0.31% 1 0 1 0

OTHERS Ignored as 
not entitled 
to  a single 
seat as a 
Party 0   0   0  

TOTAL 11,203,791 97% 196 29 225 99.99% 196 28 224 160

Source:
Columns-1-6-Elections Commission of Sri Lanka-Official Results-8-6-2020
Columns - 7-10 -Based on given data ignoring the votes of OTHERS who are not entitled for a single seat. 
Column-11 -Based on electorate level results published in the press.
*As AITC has obtained the highest votes among other Parties, the balance 01 National seat may be allocated on an all Party 
consensus.

H. L. D. MaHiNDapaLa

When the Work-
ing Committee 
of the UNP met 
yesterday at Siri 

Kotha  to decide who will suc-
ceed the Leader, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, the voting was 
decisive: 28 voted for Ruwan 
Wijewardene and 10 voted for 
Ravi Karunanayake, according 
to informed Party sources. It 
was a secret ballot. Shamal 
Senarath prepared the ballot 
papers. After the count Ranil 
did not declare the results offi-
cially.

The meeting began around 
4.p.m with the Working Com-
mittee targeting  the 20 A. It 
was after that the issue of the 
next leadership came up.  Ranil 
began by saying that he had 
announced his intention to 
step down and according to 
Party rules it is necessary to 
appoint a successor. The Work-
ing  Committee was meeting 
today to pick the new leader. 
He was not going to name his 
choice. This meant that he was 
going to be neutral.

The first to open fire was 
Ravi Karunanayake. He led the 
attack pointing the finger 
directly at Ranil for not back-
ing him. 

He told him bluntly that he 
had worked for him loyally and 
served the Party to the best of 
his ability. He said that he had 
also acted as Assistant Leader 
and he had all the qualifica-
tions. Pointing a finger at Ranil 
he asked : “What is wrong with 
me? Why can’t I be the lead-
er?”

Vajira Abeywardena urged 
Ranil to name his nominee for 
the deputy leader post as that 
would end any controversy. He 
said that no one  will oppose 
his nominee. “We will all vote 
for your nominee” he said.

Lakshman Wijemanne said 
that Ranil had said that he 
would step down and it is time 

that he appointed Karu Jayas-
uriya as the Leader.

Ranil Wickremesinghe 
replied that this was not the 
time to discuss the leadership 
issue. 

The meeting was held  to 
discuss only the deputy leader-
ship. There is time to discuss 
the question of leadership, he 
added.

Navin Dissanayake said that 
Ranil has the power to appoint 
General Secretary, Chairman, 
Treasurer and he also could 
nominate the Deputy Leader.  
And, therefore, he should nom-
inate a deputy leader. “Why 
don’t you do that?” he asked.

But Ranil said that he was 
not going to nominate anyone.

Ranil also asked the other 
contenders about their stand 
on the deputy leadership. Arju-
na Ranatunga, Ranga Bandara, 
Daya Gamage, Akila  Vajira 
Abeywardena, who had put 
out a publication to boost his  
chance, had declined at the last 
minute, leaving the contest 
open  for Ruwan and Ravi. At 
this point Ruwan Wijewardene 

was asked by Ranil what his 
position was on this issue.

Ruwan  explained that he 
has come forward at the 
request of the people and he 
had to respect their wishes. 
They had asked him to lead the 
Party in this critical hour. He 
said that it was a request that 
he could not turn down.  He 
said he was ready to take on 
the responsibilities of restor-
ing the Party to its former 
glory.

Ranil in his speech said that 
the issue of Deputy Leader has 
been settled. There is still time 
to discuss future steps. The 
question of leadership will be 
discussed at a later time.

According to the Party con-
stitution the term of the cur-
rent Working Committee will 
end in December.

A new Committee will be 
appointed for the new year.

The meeting lasted till about 
6.30. It virtually ended the 
leadership issue that has 
plagued the Party in recent 
times, which culminated in 
Sajith Premadasa running 

away with the majority to form 
his wing of the UNP. However, 
political sources noted that 
Ranil Wickremesinghe will not 
step down from the leadership 
yet. He will remain as leader 
till end of the year. One of his 
mission in the interim will be 
to groom the new leader and 
ease him into his chair.

The Working Committee did 
not discuss the issue of Ranil 
being kicked upstairs into the 
UNP seat waiting to be filled 
by a Party nominee.

On the surface it looks as if 
Ranil has thrown his weight  
behind his nephew. But the 
numbers that worked for 
Ruwan indicate that the Work-
ing Committee has democrati-
cally elected the best of the 
two candidates. Between Ravi 
and Ruwan there was no other 
option – not to the Working 
Committee that has faced the 
worst defeat in the history of 
the UNP. What happened to 
the UNP at the Presidential 
and Parliamentary elections 
was stunning. It is like the 
entire population getting 

together and levelling the Him-
alayan mountain to sea level.  
The task before the new leader 
is to raise the Party from the 
bottom to it former height. 
Rejuvenating the Party and 
regaining its historic status is 
the immediate task of the 
Party. To achieve this the UNP 
needs not only a new face but 
a clean face. 

To his everlasting credit it 
must admitted that Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, the depart-
ing leader of the UNP, has 
done two great deeds for the 
nation : 1. He established the 
ambulance service with the 
help of the Indians and 2. Put 
his weight behind the election 
of Ruwan Wijewardene as the 
new leader of the UNP. He had 
the choice of backing Ravi 
because the latter was his No.2 
at the Right-wing International 
Democratic Union (IDU). 
Ravi, indeed, was the clone of 
Ranil in matters that were for-
eign. Both of them were the Sri 
Lankan representatives at the 
IDU. That is the closest politi-
cal alliance linked by a Right-

wing party to the Right-wing 
of the Western establishment. 

The Communist Party had 
links to  the Second Comintern 
under Stalin. Ranil and Ravi 
were hoping that they could 
reap substantial international 
and economic benefits being a 
part of the Bush-Howard-
Thatcher gang. But it didn’t 
work the way they hoped it 
would.

Besides, Ravi’s is not the 
kind of material that would 
inspire the nation to follow 
him. His image was ruined 

with his involvement in the 
Bond scandal. He was also 
linked to the issue of money he 
received from the convicted 
LTTE wheeler-dealer in New 
York, Raj Rajaratnam.

Ruwan, on the contrary, has 
the credible and unsullied 
record behind his image. 

If the UNP is to go anywhere 
it has to be on the back of one 
who can take it back to its 
roots of the Senanayakes. And 
who in the UNP can fit into 
that role other than Ruwan, the 
grandson of “DS”? 

 ruwan defeats raVI tO succeed ranIl

UNp Deputy Leader ruwan Wijewardene engaging in religious 
observances at the Gangaramaya in Hunupitiya yesterday a day 
after he was elected.  Picture by Hirantha Gunatilleke.    

ranil, ready to give up leadership. ravi, the losing contender.Karu, nowhere in the picture.
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QU DONGYU, 
Director-General

FAO   

A
s the impacts of COVID-19 
take their toll on human 
health and well-being around 
the world, the imperative of 
producing and ensuring 

access to healthy food for each and every 
one of us must not be overlooked. The food 
systems that must give daily sustenance to 
all humans are under threat. If we want to 
avoid what could be the worst food crisis in 
modern history, we need robust and strate-
gic international cooperation at an extraor-
dinary scale.  

Even before the pandemic, global food 
systems and food security were strained by 
many factors, including pests, poverty, con-
flicts and the impacts of climate change. 
According to the latest FAO report on The 
State of Food Security and Nutrition in the 
World, in 2019 close to 690 million – or 
nearly one in ten people in the world – were 
hungry. The COVID-19 pandemic could 
push an additional 130 million people 
worldwide into chronic hunger by the end 
of 2020. Furthermore, in 2019 three billion 
people did not have access to healthy diets 

and suffered from other forms of malnutri-
tion.  

Due to the pandemic and related contain-
ment measures, we have already experi-
enced disruptions in global food supply 
chains, labour shortages and lost harvests. 
Now we are seeing a delayed planting sea-
son. 

Around 4.5 billion people depend on food 
systems for their jobs and livelihoods, work-
ing to produce, collect, store, process, trans-
port and distribute food to consumers, as 
well as to feed themselves and their fami-
lies. 

The pandemic has put 35 percent of food 
system employment at risk, impacting 
women at an even higher rate.  

The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) has actively 
supported countries and farmers to work on 
scalable and sustainable solutions. This 
forms the basis of the comprehensive FAO 
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Pro-

gramme, which identifies seven priority 
areas for action. However, to catalyze and 
build upon these solutions, a business as 
usual approach will not suffice. The follow-
ing three strategic shifts must guide our 
collective response.  

Better data for                            
decision-making    

Timely and effective responses depend 
upon knowing exactly where and when sup-
port is needed, as well as how that support 
can be implemented best. This means up-
scaling work on data, information and anal-
ysis, and taking a bottom-up approach.   

The FAO is rapidly adapting and enhanc-
ing data collection methods at the country, 
regional and global levels, as data collection 
processes have been disrupted by physical 
distancing measures to contain the pan-
demic. For instance, the FAO has recently 
released the FAO Data Lab to bring real 
time data on food prices and sentiment 
analysis. We have also developed the Hand-
in-Hand Geospatial Platform which brings 
more than one million geospatial layers to 
help prioritize interventions within coun-
tries.   

Increasing synergy of our              
collective actions

The COVID-19 crisis calls for us to act in 
unison like never before, particularly on 
promoting economic inclusion, agricultural 
trade, sustainable and resilient food sys-
tems, preventing future animal-to-human 

disease outbreaks and ensuring coordinated 
humanitarian action.  

The pandemic is already generating an 
unprecedented impact on global and region-
al trade, with world merchandise trade in 
2020 expected to fall by as much as 32 per-
cent, according to WTO. Unlike any other 
food or health crisis in modern times, the 
impacts of COVID-19 are causing supply 
and demand shocks at a national, regional 
and global level, leading to immediate and 
longer-term risks for food production and 
availability. We need to ensure the compli-
ance of trade requirements and improve 
efficiency in moving goods across borders.   

The prevention of future animal-to-human 
disease outbreaks requires coordination 
between stakeholders from all relevant sec-

tors. FAO and the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) have strengthened the Joint 
FAO/WHO Centre. This Centre unites 
expertise on zoonotic diseases from FAO, 
WHO and other global partners and coordi-
nation mechanisms, to build national capac-
ities to predict, prevent and control zoonot-
ic threats.  

An effective response also calls for joint 
humanitarian action, particularly to improve 
the livelihoods of vulnerable smallholder 
and family farmers. We must thoughtfully 
and adequately increase collaboration and 
partnerships among and between United 
Nations’ entities, the private sector, civil 
society and key local actors.  

Acceleration                                
of innovation

New investment strategies, digital tech-
nology and infrastructure innovation are 
essential to obtaining better data, increas-
ing efficiency in food production and pro-
viding market access. In this regard, there 
are many solutions from the private sector 
that could be of great use to governments 
and international organizations, which can 
fine-tune their methods based on the pri-
vate sector’s innovation-centric, results-ori-
ented approach.   

The prevention of food crises cannot wait 
until the health crisis is over. The FAO is 
placing its convening power, real-time data, 
early warning systems and technical exper-
tise at the world’s disposal. Together, we 
can help the most vulnerable, prevent fur-
ther crises, increase resilience to shocks 
and accelerate the rebuilding of our food 
systems. To build back better.  

ASHRAFF A. SAMAD

I
t has been 20 years since he left us 
never to  return. Leaders are born 
everywhere in the world and the ser-
vices  rendered by them for the good 
of their community are many. 

Although such  services are remembered by 
the people now and them, not all their names  
would become historical as that of the found-
er leader of the Sri Lanka  Muslim Congress 
(SLMC) and National Unity Alliance (NUA) 
M.H.M. Ashraff  whose 20th year remem-
brance falls today.  

Ashraff’s qualities of leadership and respect 
for  bureaucracy developed loyalty and team 
spirit. Ashraff was a kind  hearted and sensi-
tive leader, always with a ready smile and 
kind word,  never failing to greet his staff, 
colleagues and his people. At the same  time, 
he was a leader who wanted things to be 
done correctly and was a  stickler for detail.   

Ashraff was a deeply religious man and 
would commence  nothing without remem-
bering the Almighty and seeking His guid-
ance and  blessings.  

 He played a constructive role to install for-
mer President  Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga’s government in a hung Parlia-
ment.  Ashraff will be long remembered by 
every citizen of this country as he  strength-
ened the hands of the former President in her 
efforts of finding  a meaningful solution to 
the ethnic conflict.  

 Ashraff saw as nobody did before him the 
political  potential of the Eastern Province 
with its predominantly Muslim  population. 
Before his advent, Muslim politicians aligned 
themselves to  the two major political parties 
– the UNP and the SLFP. 

He was no doubt  permitted by the waves 
of radicalism then sweeping across the Islam-

ic  world and the growing power of the Arab 
states.  

 Late M.H.M. Ashraff, LLM, PC, one-time 
Cabinet Minister of  Ports, Shipping and 
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction, Member 
of  Parliament and Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress and National Unity Alliance  founder 
leader, died in September 2000 while on his 
way to the Ampara  district in a Sri Lanka 
Air Force helicopter which crashed in a blaze 
of  flames in Aranayake.  

 He was a great and worthy son of the 
Eastern Province and  was born in Samman-
thurai. He was indeed not born with the pro-
verbial  silver spoon, but at the time of his 
untimely death, he had established  himself 
in the political firmament of this country.  

 He was the only son of Mohamed Hussain, 
a highly respected  village headman and 
Matheena Ummah whom he loved dearly. 
Being a son of  the Eastern soil, he had his 
primary education at Kalmunai Wesley High  
School and thus in his formative years, devel-
oped a very strong bond  with the Tamils. He 
had to leave his home town to pursue further  
studies. 

In 1970, he joined the Law College where 
he excelled and  manifested prowess in the 
field of Constitutional Law by writing the  
first book on Constitutional Law in Tamil 
with particular reference to  the 1972 Repub-
lican Constitution of Sri Lanka.   

 At Ceylon Law College, the natural nurs-
ery to many a  political leader, he was presi-
dent of the Law Students Muslim Majlis and  
of the Tamil Mantram. He was an influential 
member of the student  community, nearly 
missing the coveted position of President of 
the Law  Students’ Union.   

 In 1974, he joined the Attorney-General’s 
Department as a  State Counsel and worked 

there to get himself acquainted with the law 
to  become an eminent lawyer. He practised 
in Kalmunai and Batticaloa.  

 He completed the Master’s Degree in Law 
prior to becoming a  senior minister. He was 
honoured with the title President’s Counsel.  

 Particularly in the Eastern Province, 
Ashraff gave of himself as no other leader did 
in such a short period of time.  

 Ashraff was first and foremost a humane 
person, but he had  a strong will and a sense 
of justice which spurred him to give his peo-
ple  justice in the political, social and eco-
nomic firmament. 

The late minister Ashraff entered Parlia-
ment in 1989. As  founder leader of the 
SLMC, he extended his cooperation to the 
late  President R. Premadasa, though he was 

in the Opposition. He maintained a  cordial 
relationship with the President.

 Ashraff never tolerated the injustices and  
discrimination meted out to minorities. His 
dedicated efforts have transformed his home 
district  of Ampara from a backward rural 
district in to a fairly developed area,  moving 
rapidly towards modernism. His single-hand-
ed dedication to  establish the South Eastern 
University will be recorded in letters of  gold.   

 His struggle to obtain the rights of the 
Muslim people had  much success during the 
last six years of his life. He had a vast  follow-
ing among the Muslim people who appreciat-
ed his vision, the  immense sacrifices he 
made for their cause and his sincerity of pur-
pose.   A good administrator should be a 
good human being. 

Despite  all the knowledge and techniques 
of administration and management one  can-
not be a good administrator unless one has 
good qualities coupled  with attractive talents 
in ample measure. He did not cultivate these  
qualities but they were part of his nature. His 
experience in the  political field enriched his 
administrative acumen and came in handy.  
The Eastern Province saw development 
through Ashraff in a short period  of six 
years.  

 Ashraff did yeoman service to elevate the 
Colombo Port as  one of the best in Asia. He 
rapidly started the reforms in the harbour  
once he took charge of the Ministry. The 
Minister established a marine  training insti-
tution at Oluvil and planned to construct a 
harbour too.  His gift of a light house at Olu-
vil was a ray of hope to the unemployed  
youth of the region. No Muslim leader will be 
cherished and remembered  like Ashraff 
because of his establishment of the South 
East University.   

 Ferial Ashraff, former Minister of Housing 
and Construction  was always in the back-
ground. With his tragic death, she was 
pushed into  that same arena of politics. Now 
she has retired from politics. Aman  Ashraff 
is their only son; he tries to follow his 
father’s footsteps. Was Ashaff a dominant fig-
ure as a politician or as a poet?  He was an 
excellent writer of Tamil prose as well as 
English. His  anthology of poems entitled 
You the I has been hailed as a piece  of out-
standing literary merit by none other than 
the late chief  minister of Tamil Nadu and 
Tamil scholar Karunadidhi. 

The title by  itself is a matter for contem-
plation, enlightenment and ultimate  enjoy-
ment.   

Twentieth death anniversary of M.H.M. Ashraff

A SHINING SON OF THE EAST
Ashraff was a kind hearted and sensitive leader, 
always with a ready smile and kind word, never 

failing to greet his staff,  colleagues and his 
people. At the same time, he was a leader who 

wanted  things to be done correctly 
and was a stickler for detail.

The FAO has designed 
a comprehensive 

Response and Recovery 
Programme to 

overcome the impacts 
of COVID-19 through 

up-scaled and robust 
international 

collaboration

The COVID-19 pandemic could push an 
additional 130 million people worldwide into 

chronic hunger by the end of 2020. 

BUILDING BACK 
BETTER ON FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE

The FAO is rapidly adapting and enhancing 
data collection methods at the country, 

regional and global levels, as data collection 
processes have been disrupted by physical 

distancing measures to contain the pandemic.
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IN THE SUPREME COURT
LIST OF CASES FOR WEDNESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 16 
JAYANTHA JAYASURIYA P.C. (C.J.)  

L.T.B. DEHIDENIYA J.  
S. THURAIRAJA P.C. J.  

COURT NO. 502 (AT 09.45 A.M )
TO BE MENTIONED 

1. SC. Application FR 304/16 with 204/16 
& 205/16   

JAYANTHA JAYASURIYA P.C. (C.J.)  
S. THURAIRAJA P.C. J.  

YASANTHA KODAGODA P.C. J.  
COURT NO. 502 

(FROM 10.00 A.M. – 11.30 A.M.) 
TO BE MENTIONED

1. SC. (Spl.) LA 08/18 – HC No. 2054/04  
2. SC. Application FR 162/20  

FOR SUPPORT
1.SC.HC.CA.LA 211/17 – HCCA 34/05  

FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED
1.SC. Application FR 313/18  
FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE

1. SC.HC.CA.LA 347/18 – HCCA 07/18  
2. SC. (Spl.) LA 124/19 – CA 25/14  
(FROM 11.30 A.M. – 12.45 P.M.)

FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED
1.SC. Application FR 25/20  

FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE
1. SC. (Spl.) LA No. 324/19 - CA 1026/00  

2. SC.HC.LA 10/20 – HCALT No. 66/17  
FOR ARGUMENT

1. SC. Application FR 309/14  
(FROM 01.30 P.M. – 03.00 P.M.)

FOR ARGUMENT
1. SC. (CHC) Appeal No. 37/06 – HC. 

(Civil) 215/03  
2. SC. Appeal No. 03/13 – HC. Civil No. 

27/09  
3. SC. Application FR 367/13   

SISIRA J. DE ABREW J.  
P. PADMAN SURASENA J.   

E.A.G.R. AMARASEKERA J.)  
COURT NO. 403 (AT 09.45 A.M )

TO BE MENTIONED 
1. SC. (Spl.) LA 85/19 – HCCA 08/15  

2. SC.HC.CA.LA 328/19 – HCCA 161/16  
3. SC. Application FR 450/19  
4. SC. Application FR 451/19  

B.P. ALUVIHARA (P.C.) (J)  
VIJITH K. MALALGODA P.C. J.   

MURDU N.B. FERNANDO P.C.J.   
COURT NO. 403 

(FROM 10.00 A.M. – 11.30 A.M.)
TO BE MENTIONED

1. SC. Application FR 47/15   
2. SC. (Spl.) LA 133/20 – CA 117/15  

FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED
1. SC. Application FR 497/19   
FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE

1. SC.HC.LA 80/18 – HC 332/17  
2. SC.HC.LA 238/18 – HCCA 35/15   

3. SC.HC.LA 269/19 – HCCA 139/16  
4. SC.HC.LA 25/20 – CHC 88/19  

(FROM 11.30 A.M. – 12.45 P.M.)
FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED

1. SC. Application FR 357/16  
2. SC. Application FR 177/20  
FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE

1. SC.HC.CA.LA 49/20 – CHC 55/20   
2. SC.HC.CA.LA 177/20 - HCCA 148/16   
3. SC.HC.CA.LA 184/20 – HCCA 06/15   

FOR ARGUMENT
1. SC. Appeal No. 78/12 – CA 57/03  

(FROM 01.30 P.M. – 03.00 P.M.)

FOR ARGUMENT
1. SC. Appeal No. 188/14–HCCA 93/07 

(Top of the list)  
2. SC. Appeal No. 40/19 – HCCA 20/06   

3. SC. Appeal No. 56/19 – HCCA 164/15  
L.T.B. DEHIDENIYA J.  

P. PADMAN SURASENA J.   
E.A.G.R. AMARASEKERA J.)  

COURT NO. 404 
(FROM 10.00 A.M. – 11.30 A.M.)

TO BE MENTIONED
1. SC.HC.CA.LA 504/19 – HCCA 16/15   

2. SC. Application FR 121/20  
3. SC.HC.CA.LA 191/20 – HCCA 04/20   

TO BE RESUMED
1.SC. Application FR 93/20 with 119/20, 

120/20 & 121/20  
FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED

1. SC. Application FR 154/19  
2. SC. Application FR 353/19  
FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE

1. SC.HC.CA.LA 210/19 – HCCA 169/18  
2. SC.HC.CA.LA 213/19 – HCCA 122/16  
3. SC.HC.CA.LA 301/19 – HCCA 21/18   

(FROM 11.30 A.M. – 12.45 P.M.)
FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED

1. SC. Application FR 187/20  
FOR GRANTING OF LEAVE

1. SC. (Spl.) LA 249/19 – CA No. 25/19   
2. SC. (Spl) LA 30/20 - CA 06/08   

FOR ARGUMENT
1. SC. Application FR 33/13  

(FROM 01.30 P.M. – 03.00 P.M.)
FOR ARGUMENT

1. SC. Appeal No. 36/11 – HCCA 219/03  
2. SC. Application FR 232/15   

3. SC. (Spl.) LA No. 258/19 - CA 318/15  
IN THE COURT OF APPEAL

LIST OF CASES FOR WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 16 

A.H.M.D NAWAZ (J)(P/CA)  
SOBITHA RAJAKARUNA J.  

COURT NO. 301 AT 09.00 A.M.
FOR SUPPORT

1. 13/20 Writ of Cert   
A.H.M.D NAWAZ (J)(P/CA)  
SOBITHA RAJAKARUNA J.  

COURT NO. 301 AT 10.00 A.M.
FOR ORDER

1. 03/19 MIS (Hon. A.H.M.D. Nawaz J.)(P/
CA)  

2. 05/19 MIS (Hon. A.H.M.D. Nawaz J.)(P/
CA)  

3. 06/19 MIS (Hon. A.H.M.D. Nawaz J.)(P/
CA)  

TO BE MENTIONED
1. 337/13 Writ of Cert WITH 413/14 WR  

2. 506/19 Writ of Cert   
3. 214/20 Writ of Cert   
4. 310/20 Writ of Cert   

5. 04/20 COC WITH 84/20 WR   
(A.H.M.D. Nawaz J.)(P/CA)  

6. 33/19 TAX  
7. 42/19 TAX WITH 41/19 TAX  

FOR SUPPORT
1. 374/19 Writ of Cert   
2. 378/19 Writ of Cert   
3. 532/19 Writ of Cert   
4. 538/19 Writ of Cert   

5. 02/19 TRF  
6. 15/19 COC  
7. 02/20 RII  

NOTICE RETURNABLE
1. 192/20 Writ of Cert  

FOR ARGUMENT
1. 65/19 Writ of Cert   
2. 85/19 Writ of Cert   

3. 05/17 RII  
4. 27/18 RII   

MAHINDA SAMAYAWARDHANA J.  
K. PRIYANTHA FERNANDO (J)  

COURT NO. (301) AT 01.30 P.M.
FOR INQUIRY

1. 285/17 Writ of Cert  
A. L. S. GOONERATNE J.  

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE J.    
COURT NO. (301) AT 02.00 P.M.

FOR INQUIRY
1. 05/17 COC  

K.K. WICKRAMASINGHE (J. )  
DEVIKA ABEYRATHNE J.  

COURT NO. 107 AT 09.15 A.M.
TO BE RESUMED

1. 413 – 414/17 HC  
K.K. WICKRAMASINGHE (J. )  

DEVIKA ABEYRATHNE J.  
COURT NO. 107 AT 10.00 A.M.

TO BE MENTIONED
1. 25/19 BA  

2. 313 – 314/16 HC  
FOR ARGUMENT 

1. 163/14 HC  
2. 107/15 HC  
3. 319/17 HC  
4. 467/17 HC  
5. 299/18 HC  
6. 267/19 HC  

A. L. S. GOONERATNE J.  
DR. RUWAN FERNANDO (J)  

COURT NO. 204 AT 10.00 A.M.
NOTICE RETURNABLE

1. 59/15 PHC  
FOR ARGUMENT

1. 123/08 PHC   
2. 75/13 PHC  

3. 183/17 PHC  
ACHALA WENGAPPULI J.

K. PRIYANTHA FERNANDO (J)
COURT NO. (110) AT 10.00 A.M.

TO BE MENTIONED
1. 82/19 PA   
2. 58/20 PA   
3. 70/20 PA   
4. 33/15 HC   

5. 142/15 HC  
6. 244/19 HC  

FOR SUPPORT
1. 10/20 PA  

FOR INQUIRY 
1. 36/20 PA   

FOR ARGUMENT
1. 274/15 HC  
2. 254/19 HC  
3. 264/19 HC  
4. 226/15 A,B  

ACHALA WENGAPPULI J.  
DEVIKA ABEYRATHNE J.  

COURT NO. (110) AT 02.00 P.M.
TO BE RESUMED

1. 290/15 HC   
MAHINDA SAMAYAWARDHANA J.  

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE J.  
COURT NO. (206) AT 10.00 A.M.

TO BE MENTIONED 
1. 549/06 Writ of Cert   
2. 227/13 Writ of Cert   

3. 210/15 Writ of Cert WITH WR 219/15  
NOTICE RETURNABLE
1. 394/18 Writ of Cert  

FOR ARGUMENT
1. 63/18 Writ of Cert  

2. 356/18 Writ of Cert with 355/18  
CIVIL APPEAL WESTERN PROVINCE 

(COLOMBO)
LIST OF CASES FOR WEDNESDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 16 
LAFFAR THAHIR (H.C.J.)  

SAMPATH B. ABAYAKOON (H.C.J.)  
( AT 10.00 A.M.)

FOR JUDGEMENT 
92/15 (F) HCCA/Colombo  

 (Laffar Thahir (H.C.J.)  
TO BE MENTIONED

63/15 (F) HCCA/Colombo  
152/18 (F) HCCA/Colombo  
164/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  

FOR SUPPORT
LA 61/19 HCCA/Colombo  
LA 63/20 HCCA/Colombo  
LA 68/20 HCCA/Colombo  
LA 98/19 HCCA/Colombo  

FOR ARGUMENT
251/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  
74/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  

199/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  
111/15 (F) HCCA/Colombo  
55/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  

260/17 (F) HCCA/Colombo  

RAJA WAIDYASEKERA
Tissamaharama Spl. Corr.

Cinnamon which 
is an important crop 
in the Southern 
Province has been 
blighted by a disease. 

Cinnamon cultiva-
tors said that this 
disease erupts when 
the tender leaves of 
the cinnamon plant 
start growing. They 
said black dots 
appear on the leaves 

when this disease 
strikes the cinnamon 
plant.

Cinnnamon culti-
vators said that they 
derive an income by 
distilling oil from the 
cinnamon leaves and 
from the bark of the 
cinnamon plant. Cin-
namon is cultivated 
in large scale in the 
Matara, Kalutara 
and Ratnapura dis-
tricts.

Cinnamon blighted 
by disease

RASULA DILHARA GAMAGE
Northern Special Corr. 

Nelliady Police arrested 
a person engaged in drug 
trafficking at the Jaffna 
Nelliady Bus Stand 
recently with four grams 
and seven milligrams of 
heroin and Rs. 34,500 in 
cash. 

The police had been 
tipped off that this drug 

peddler was operating in 
the area for some time 
and they had been wait-
ing for him there and had 
arrested him. 

The police had seized 
the heroin, the cash and a 
mobile phone from him. 

The Nelliady Police 
had later produced the 
suspect before the Jaffna 
Magistrate's Court. 

Drug peddler at bus stand nabbed

The police were able to nab the drug peddler who had been operating at the Jaffna 
Nelliady Bus Stand. Picture by Rasula Dilhara Gamage 

RAJA WAIDYASEKERA
Tissamaharama Spl. Corr.

The admission fees of five 
botanical gardens in the island 
have been increased. The new 
fees have been gazetted by the 
Tourism Development and 
Wildlife Ministry of the previ-
ous regime.

Accordingly, the entrance 

fee for adults and children 
over 12 years of age has been 
increased from Rs. 50 to Rs. 
100. For local children below 
12 years and schoolchildren 
the fee is Rs. 20. Senior citi-
zens will be charged Rs. 20 on 
production of the national 
identity card (NIC).

Residents in the botanical 

garden and government serv-
ants who enter the park for 
official work are admitted free. 
The charges for foreigners 
over 12 years have been 
increased from Rs. 1,500 to 
Rs. 2,000. The entrance fee for 
foreign children below 12 
years has been increased to 
Rs. 1,000.

Fee for botanical gardens upped

SIVAM 
PACKIYANATHAN
Batticaloa Spl. Corr.

A seminar on disas-
ter management for 
provincial journalists 
in the Batticaloa dis-
trict organised by the 
Batticaloa District 
Disaster Management 
Centre was held at the 
District Secretariat 
auditorium on Mon-
day (14).

Batticaloa Govern-
ment Agent Kalam-
athy Pathmaraja pre-

sided over the meet-
ing, while Assistant 
Director Nethra S. 
Moses, Assistant Dis-
trict Secretary A. 
Naveswaran and Assis-
tant Director of Disas-
ter Management Cen-
tre A.S.M. Shiyath 
were the resource per-
sons. Media ethics in 
event of a disaster, as 
well as the functions 
of Disaster Manage-
ment Centre were 
explained to the jour-
nalists. 

Seminar for journalists

ARIYAPALA WANSHATHILAKE
 Kurunegala Central Spl. Corr.

 A monopoly in sand mining in 
the Kurunegala district is in oper-
ation. Most of the tractor drivers 
illegally transport sand with the 
connivance of certain officers of 
the Provincial Environment 
Authority (PEA).

 A large number of irregulari-
ties have taken place when licenc-
es are issued for sand mining. But 
the people who live close to the 
riverbanks are also not allowed to 
take sand.

Transportation of sand and clay 
from the Ma Oya, Deduru Oya, 
Kala Oya and Kospothu Oya has 
been banned by a Supreme Court 
order. Yet, the illegal sand mining 
goes on.

Recently the Geological Survey 
and Mines Bureau educated the 
police on this harmful operation. 
The Bureau urged police officers 
to take action to protect the envi-
ronment for future generations.

Illegal sand 
mining goes 
unchecked

ARIYAPALA 
WANSHATHILAKE  
 Kurunegala Central Spe-
cial Corr.   

Two brothers 
Ajith Jayasekara and 
Gunarathna Banda 
were sentenced to 
two years’ rigorous 
imprisonment sus-
pended for five 
years with a fine of 
Rs.50,000 (each Rs. 

25,000) by Kurune-
gala High Court 
Judge Mapa 
Bandara yesterday.  

They were found 
guilty of threatening 
to kill one Rajapak-
sha Mudiyanselage 
Premarathna Banda 
of Pothuhera by 
assaulting him with 
a pole on April 30, 
2013.  

Two years’ RI for brothers
RAJA WAIDYASEKERA
Tissamaharama Spl. Corr.

The beach stretch from Kirinda Rajmaha 
Viharaya up to Naimalawa forest hermitage 
is subjected to serious coastal erosion. 

The residents said that this erosion has 
occurred after the removal of heaps of sand 
from the Kirinda fisheries harbour as a 
result of which the mouth of the harbour 
gets clogged with sand now.

Coastal erosion in Kirinda

TRADEMARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE
(In the Territory of the Maldives)

Notice is hereby given that our Clients SOFIBEL 
SAS of 110/114 rue Victor Hugo 92300 
Levallois are the Owners and Sole Proprietors of 
the following Trademark:

STERIMAR
The said Trademark is used in Class 5 in respect 
of the following goods.

Class 05:   “Pharmaceutical and hygienic 
preparations for the relief of nasal 
congestion”

Our abovementioned clients have instructed us 
and wish to bring to the notice of the trade and 
the public that they attach singular importance to 
their above mentioned trade mark and reserve 
the right to take legal action against any person 
or persons who act in infringement of the rights 
of our Client.

Any enquiry relative thereto may be referred to 
the following: 

JULIUS & CREASY
Attorneys-at-Law & Notaries Public

No. 371, R. A. De Mel Mawatha,
Colombo 03,

Republic of Sri Lanka.
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YANGON- Opposition parties in 
Myanmar are calling for November's 
election to be postponed as the country 
scrambles to control a coronavirus 
surge.  

New infections are doubling every 
week -- albeit from a relatively low base 
-- and hospitals in the biggest city, Yan-
gon, are overwhelmed in a nation with 
one of the world's poorest healthcare 
systems.  

The sharp jump comes as Myanmar 
prepares to hold national elections on 
November 8, with leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi's National League for Democracy 
(NLD) widely expected to be returned 
to power.  

But calls are growing for the polls to 
be delayed.  

The head of the military-aligned 
opposition Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party (USDP), Than Htay, told 
AFP he was “very concerned” about 
holding the vote during the pandemic.  

 “The government should not sacri-
fice the people... If it's not suitable to 
hold the election, postpone it!” In a 
Facebook post, the People's Pioneer 
Party also urged a delay to allow the 
vote to be held “fairly and without 
chaos”.  

Local media say at least three other 
parties are echoing the call.  

So far, commercial hub Yangon, 
capital Naypyidaw and conflict-strick-
en Rakhine state are all under lock-
down, while domestic flights and 
long-distance bus routes have ceased.  

Neighbours China and Thailand are 
boosting security on shared borders 
to try to stymie any spread of the out-
break.  

The NLD could not be reached for 
comment.  

The Southeast Asian nation of 
some 55 million had weathered the 
epidemic relatively well until late 

August, with case numbers under 400 
and just six deaths.  

Borders tightened 

But in under four weeks infections 
have steadily spread, jumping to 
3,299 cases and 32 deaths by Tues-
day.  

The virus hotspots are Yangon, a 
teeming metropolis of over seven mil-
lion, and northwestern Rakhine state, 
where fighting between the military 
and armed rebels has forced some 
150,000 from their homes.  

Officials are scrambling to provide 
extra health facilities in Yangon, cre-
ating two tented hospitals with hun-
dreds of extra beds.  

Several members of Suu Kyi's office 
have tested positive, but the govern-
ment confirmed Tuesday the leader 
was in “good health”.  

After detecting several new cases in 
the Chinese border city of Ruili -- sep-
arated from Myanmar by a shallow 
river -- China announced a swift lock-
down Tuesday. Officials there said 
they would crack down on illegal 
immigrants and promised to test all 
210,000 residents.  

Thailand has also increased its mili-
tary presence on the Thai-Myanmar 
border.  

 “We stepped up patrols early this 
month,” local commander Colonel 
Suwat Thongbai told AFP.  

Myanmar's 60-day election cam-
paign period only started last week.  

A postponement of more than two 
months would theoretically cause a 
constitutional crisis and even the 
invocation of a state of emergency.  

But analyst Richard Horsey pre-
dicts the government and military 
would reach a consensus to prevent 
any political fallout. (AFP)

Calls grow for myanmar election 
delay as coronavirus cases spike

JERUSALEM - Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
“no intention” of discussing peace 
with the Palestinians, opposition 
leader Yair Lapid told AFP ahead of 
the signing of a landmark deal with 
the UAE.  

US President Donald Trump will 
host a ceremony on Tuesday at which 
Netanyahu will sign normalisation 
deals with the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain, the first Israel has 
agreed with an Arab state since the 
1990s.  

While centrist leader Lapid wel-
comed the Gulf deals, he argued Isra-
el should also resume peace negotia-
tions with the Palestinians.  

 “The current government is say-
ing we have achieved agreements 
with moderate Sunni countries with-
out paying the price of negotiating 
with the Palestinians. What I say is 
it's not a price. It's an Israeli inter-
est,” he told AFP at his parliamenta-
ry office.  

The Palestinian leadership has 
slammed the Gulf deals for going 
against decades of consensus among 
Arab states that a Palestinian peace 
deal is a prerequisite for ties with 
Israel.  

Lapid, who heads the Yesh Atid 
party, criticised the Palestinians for 
waiting for the Arab world and the 
international community to “do the 
job for them”.  

 “They need to be proactive 
instead of victimising themselves for-
ever, instead of complaining all the 

time,” said Lapid, arguing the Pales-
tinians' fundamental demands were 
unrealistic.  

Palestinians have called for an 
independent state based on the inter-
nationally recognised borders that 
existed before the Six-Day War of 
1967, when Israel seized swathes of 
territory including east Jerusalem 
and the West Bank.  

They have also called for refugees 
displaced since the creation of Israel 
in 1948 to be allowed to return along 
with their descendants.  

 “This is not going to work,” said 
Lapid, a clean-cut former TV journal-
ist. “They need to go back to the 
table. We need to go back to the 
table.”

Two-state solution

The last round of peace talks col-
lapsed in 2014 and the Palestinians 
have rejected initiatives by the 
Trump administration for their pro-
Israeli bias.  

Lapid's office is decorated with 
photos of him with world leaders, 
including Germany's Angela Merkel 
and US presidential candidate Joe 
Biden, while Trump is notably 
absent.  

 “I think we need to move forward 
and discuss this with the Palestini-
ans under the two-state solution, and 
I don't think this government is 
going to do anything about it,” he 
said.  

Lapid accused Netanyahu's gov-

ernment of having “no intention of 
discussing anything with the Pales-
tinians” as many of the premier's 
right-wing voters are against the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state.  

He also pointed to the legal woes 
of the prime minister, who is current-
ly on trial for corruption, as a further 
reason peace talks were off the agen-
da.  

A former finance minister under 
Netanyahu, Lapid stood firm in oppo-
sition to the veteran premier follow-
ing March elections.  

His former allies Benny Gantz and 
Gabi Ashkenazi defected to join Net-
anyahu's government and now serve 
as defence and foreign ministers 
respectively.  

Pointing to the Gulf deals, Lapid 
said it was clear both ministers “have 
no influence whatsoever” in govern-
ment.  

Netanyahu “signed the deal with 
the Emirates and yet later with Bah-
rain without telling them. It's not 
only that he didn't consult with 
them. They didn't even know,” Lapid 
said.  

Virus 'failure' 

Netanyahu flew to the US just 
moments after announcing a second 
nationwide lockdown to tackle the 
coronavirus, a sign according to 
Lapid of the government's “complete 
failure” to address the health crisis.  

 “It's a very aggressive move. It's 
devastating for the economy and it's 

not that helpful in terms of stopping 
the epidemic,” Lapid said.  

According to an AFP tally over the 
past fortnight, Israel is second 
behind Bahrain for the world's high-
est coronavirus infection rate.  

 “The only reason our government 
has decided to go into the second 
lockdown is because they're com-
pletely lost,” Lapid said.  

Tens of thousands of Israelis have 
demonstrated in recent weeks, calling 

for Netanyahu to resign over the 
graft allegations and his handling of 
the pandemic and its economic fall-
out.  

While Lapid has steered clear of 
the rallies outside Netanyahu's Jeru-
salem residence, he has joined pro-
testers who appear along highways 
each Saturday evening.  

 “I need to be able to have a clear 
enough message for the people in 
order to gain from this,” he said.  

Although Netanyahu's popularity 
has waned, his Likud party still tops 
opinion polls while Lapid's Yesh Atid 
party is third behind the far-right 
Yamina party.   With many Israelis 
more focused on coronavirus and the 
ensuing financial crisis than the Gulf 
deals, the opposition chief believes 
he will be in a strong position when 
the next round of elections comes.  

 “Netanyahu never in his life ran 
on a bad economy,” he said. (AFP)

Netanyahu will not talk to 
Palestinians: opposition chief

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

MELBOURNE- Austral-
ia recorded zero new coro-
navirus deaths for the first 
time in two months on 
Tuesday, as a slowdown in 
new cases allowed a crip-
pling lockdown in its sec-
ond-biggest city to be 
eased.  

Just 50 fresh virus cases 
were reported nationwide 
-- down from peaks above 
700 in late July and early 
August -- while no fatalities 
were registered for the first 
time since July 13, accord-
ing to an AFP tally.  

The news came a day 
after a strict lockdown of 
Melbourne was loosened, 
allowing residents to spend 
an extra hour a day exer-
cising outside and visiting 
friends living alone.  

In surrounding Victoria 
state, locals will be able to 
leave their homes and busi-
nesses can reopen from 
midnight Wednesday after 
rural case numbers dipped.  

 “It is a massive thing, it 
is a very positive thing,” 
Victoria Premier Daniel 

Andrews said. Melbourne 
residents still face restric-
tions, with non-essential 
businesses remaining 
closed and an overnight 
curfew in place until Octo-
ber 26.  

Almost three-quarters of 
Australia's almost 27,000 
cases and 90 percent of the 
816 coronavirus deaths 
have occurred in Victoria 
state.  

Hundreds died in aged 
care homes as the virus 
swept through facilities, 
infecting thousands of resi-
dents and staff.  

Clusters also emerged at 
schools, abattoirs and hos-
pitals after security bun-
gles at hotels used to quar-
antine international travel-
lers allowed the virus to 
leak back into the commu-
nity.  

With case numbers 
under control, pressure is 
mounting on the govern-
ment to allow thousands of 
Australians stranded over-
seas by border closures to 
travel home.  

Caps introduced on 
international arrivals in the 
wake of the Melbourne 
outbreak have severely lim-
ited those able to return, 
with commercial airlines 
reportedly prioritising first- 
and business-class passen-
gers to recoup losses 

racked up flying near-emp-
ty planes. Opposition lead-
er Anthony Albanese called 
on the prime minister to 
use his Royal Australian 
Air Force jet to bring home 
citizens, a plan derided as 
a “stunt” by one govern-
ment minister. 

  Other politicians have 
called on the government 
to use immigration deten-
tion centres to house the 
returnees -- a method ini-
tially used for nationals 
returning from Wuhan, but 
abandoned once the virus 
spread globally.(AFP)

Australia reports no virus deaths 
for first time in two months

BEIRUT- Firefighters in Leba-
non's capital said Tuesday they 
put out a fire at a building under 
construction, in what was the third 
blaze to hit the city since a mas-
sive explosion at the port.  

The building, located about 1.5 
kilometres (0.9 miles) away from 
the city's port in central Beirut, 
was designed by the renowned late 
British-Iraqi architect Zaha Hadid.  

Footage shared on social media 
showed black clouds of smoke bil-
lowing off of bright red flames that 
climbed up the side of the curva-
ceous building with latticed cover-
ing.  

AFP reporters at the scene saw 
firefighters use a crane to aim 
water hoses at its smouldering 
facade.  

 “What was on fire was the insu-
lation that separates the outside 
from the inside” of the building, a 
civil defence officer told AFP.  

 “We were able in the fastest 
time possible to control” the blaze, 
he said.  

It was not immediately clear 
what caused the fire.  

The August 4 explosion at the 
port, one of the world's largest 
non-nuclear blasts ever, killed 190 
people, wounded thousands and 
ravaged building windows and 

doors in large parts of the city.  It 
was followed by a small fire on 
Tuesday last week at the port and 
another huge fire on Thursday at a 
port warehouse where food aid 
was stored.  

Both the explosion and port 
fires have revived popular outrage 
against a political class accused of 
being inept, corrupt and unable to 

ensure public safety.   Preliminary 
government findings said sparks 
from a power saw could have 
caused Thursday's blaze, echoing a 
theory that welding was also 
behind the August 4 explosion.  

On Tuesday, local social media 
users speculated the cause of the 
new fire could also be welding.  

Theatre director Yahya Jaber on 
Facebook expressed alarm at what 
he described as “Beirut's pre-imag-
ined, pre-designed and pre-welded 
assassination”.   Hadid, who died 
in 2016 at age 65, was famed for 
her architectural works of sweep-
ing curves in countries around the 
world. 

She was the first woman to win 
the prestigious Pritzker Prize for 
architecture, and best known for 
her designs for the Guangzhou 
Opera House in China and the 
aquatics centre used in the 2012 
London Olympics. (AFP)

Firefighters put out new blaze in Lebanon capital

Firefighters put out Beirut blaze but anger smoulders

Spain's right rattled by suspected spying case 
MADRID Spain's conservative opposition party is 

engulfed in a scandal  involving allegations an informant 
was paid out of state coffers to spy  on a party bigwig in a 
case that could taint a former prime minister. 

Socialist Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has said he 
hopes the courts  will “shed light” on the case which is 
“very worrying” and “belongs  to a dark age” for Spain. 

The affair has dominated headlines in Spain since public 
prosecutors  last week declassified a 52-page document 
about the investigation into  the case, dubbed “Operation 

Kitchen” because the code name of the  alleged informant 
was “the cook”. 

The informant worked as a driver for the former treas-
urer of the  Popular Party (PP), Luis Barcenas, who in 
May 2018 was sentenced to 33  years in jail for his role in 
a kickbacks scheme which financed the  party known as 
the Gurtel case. 

The ruling led to the ouster of PP prime minister Mari-
ano Rajoy in a confidence vote in parliament several days 
later. 

Public prosecutors allege the driver received 2,000 euros 

($2,370)  per month, as well as the promise of a job in the 
police force, in  exchange for obtaining information regard-
ing where “Barcenas and his  wife hide compromising 
documents” about the PP and its senior leaders,  according 
to a copy of the report seen by AFP. 

The probe into “Operation Kitchen” is one of several 
which have  been opened based on searches carried out 
following the arrest of Jose  Manuel Villarejo, a former 
police commissioner who for years secretly  recorded con-
versations with top political and economic figures to be  
able to smear them. (AFP)

DLROW
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WASHINGTON - Iran warned the US on 
Tuesday against making a “strategic mis-
take” after President Donald Trump threat-
ened Tehran over reports it planned to 
avenge the killing of top general Qasem 
Soleimani.  

 “We hope that they do not make a new 
strategic mistake and certainly in the case of 
any strategic mistake, they will witness 
Iran's decisive response,” Iranian govern-
ment spokesman Ali Rabiei told a televised 
news conference.  

Trump vowed on Monday that any attack 
by Iran would be met with a response “1,000 
times greater in magnitude,” after reports 
that Iran planned to avenge the killing of top 
general Qasem Soleimani.  

A US media report, quoting unnamed offi-
cials, said that an alleged Iranian plot to 
assassinate the US ambassador to South 
Africa was planned ahead of the US presi-
dential election in November.  

 “According to press reports, Iran may be 
planning an assassination, or other attack, 
against the United States in retaliation for 
the killing of terrorist leader Soleimani,” 
Trump tweeted.  

 “Any attack by Iran, in any form, against 
the United States will be met with an attack 
on Iran that will be 1,000 times greater in 
magnitude!” Rabiei expressed regret that 
“the president of a country who has claims 
to global management and order would 
make hasty, agenda-fuelled and dubious 
remarks on such a weak basis.” He warned 
that reacting to such reports would “achieve 
nothing but disruption to the region and to 
world calm” and advised Trump to “refrain 
from fresh adventurism... for the sake of 
winning a new term as president.”

Iran denies plot 

On Monday, Iran's foreign ministry denied 
the report of an assassination plot as “base-
less” and part of “repetitive and rotten meth-
ods to create an anti-Iranian atmosphere”.  

Relations between Washington and Tehran 
have been tense ever since the Islamic revo-
lution of 1979.  

They have deteriorated sharply since 
Trump unilaterally pulled out of a landmark 
international nuclear deal with Iran in May 
2018 and reimposed crippling sanctions.  

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Mon-
day declined to comment directly on the 
reported threat to Lana Marks, the US 
ambassador to South Africa, who is a close 
ally of Trump.  

But Pompeo told Fox News that “the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has engaged in 
assassination efforts all across the world. 
They have assassinated people in Europe 
and in other parts of the world. We take 
these... allegations seriously.  

 “We make very clear to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran that this kind of activity -- 
attacking any American any place at any 
time, whether it's an American diplomat, an 
ambassador or one of our service members -- 
is completely unacceptable.” The Iranian 
navy last week said it drove off US aircraft 
that flew close to an area where naval exer-
cises were underway near the Strait of Hor-
muz.   The military said three US aircraft 
were detected by air defences.  

One of them was a US RQ-4 drone, the 
same model as one shot down by Iran in 
June last year after allegedly violating Irani-
an airspace -- a claim the US has denied.

 (AFP)

IRAN WARNS US AGAINST ‘STRATEGIC 
MISTAKE’ AFTER TRUMP THREAT

Britain’s unemployment rate jumped 
above four percent in July on  economic 
fallout from the coronavirus pandemic, 
official data showed on  Tuesday. 

The rate grew to 4.1 percent in the three 
months to the end of July  from 3.9 percent 
the previous quarter, the Office for National  
Statistics said in a statement. 

The number of people claiming jobless 
benefits stood at 2.7 million  in August, up 
almost 121 percent since March when Brit-
ain went into  lockdown over the virus, the 
ONS said. 

It added that 695,000 workers have been 
removed from UK payrolls since March. 

 “With the number of employees on the 
payroll down again in August  and both 
unemployment and redundancies sharply 
up in July, it is clear  that coronavirus is still 
having a big impact on the world of work,”  
noted ONS director of economic statistics 
Darren Morgan. 

Analysts expect the situation to worsen 
in the coming months as the  government 
in October ends its furlough scheme that 

has been paying the  bulk of wages for 
around ten million workers. 

 “Employment will fall more sharply and 
unemployment will increase  more quickly 
as the furlough scheme continues to unwind 
and ceases at  the end of October,” Paul 
Dales, chief UK economist at Capital Eco-
nomics  research group said following 
Tuesday’s data. 

The huge drop in jobs is being partially 
offset by the food sector  employing thou-
sands of workers as Covid-19 pushes peo-
ple to increasingly  shop online. 

US group Domino’s Pizza has announced 
it is creating 5,000 jobs,  while the biggest 
recruitment drive has come from supermar-
ket giant  Tesco, which is adding 16,000. 

 “Some effects of the pandemic on the 
labour market were beginning  to unwind 
in July as parts of the economy reopened,” 
added Morgan at the  ONS. 

 “Fewer workers were away on furlough 
and average hours rose. The  number of job 
vacancies continued to recover into August, 
too.” (AFP)

UK unemployment climbs
to 4.1% on virus fallout

MEXICO CITY - Disinfecting 
emergency rooms, collecting haz-
ardous waste and washing con-
taminated laundry, Mexican hos-
pital cleaners risk their lives every 
day during the pandemic, often 
with little recognition.  

Rights campaigners say these 
unsung heroes are particularly 
vulnerable to infection by the cor-
onavirus in Mexico, whose Covid-
19 death toll of more than 70,000 
is one of the world’s highest.  

Rodolfo Diaz and his colleagues 
disinfect and wash thousands of 
sheets and gowns from hospitals 
in the Mexican capital every day.  

Previously, they received few 
items considered infectious, but 
since the pandemic began, the 
workload has increased signifi-
cantly.  

 “We try to protect ourselves 
every day as a team to do our job,” 
said the 53-year-old, who wears a 
mask, goggles, gloves and other 
personal protective equipment.  

 “Yes it’s worrying, but I think 
we’re prepared for it because we 
like our work.” Diaz is aware that 
his contribution to fighting the pan-
demic is often overlooked, but for 
him the most important thing is to 
ensure hospitals can keep caring for 
the sick.  

 “As public servants and health 
workers, we’re on the front line and 
we have to help people,” Diaz said.  

Birthdays missed

Erika Ramirez helps to oversee 
the cleaning of an intensive care 

unit at a military hospital in the 
south of Mexico City that treats 
Covid-19 patients.  

The 23-year-old soldier’s work 
includes dealing with infectious 
waste such as syringes or gauze, 
and sanitizing other parts of the 
facility, so she wears a protective 
suit.  

 “If we do the cleaning well and 
disinfect and sanitize the areas, 
then all this can run smoothly,” 
she said.  

Despite the risk of contagion, 
she said she goes about her work 
with no fear, although she has 
faced a lot of uncertainty since 
the start of the crisis.  

Ramirez said that due to long 
work days of up to 24 hours, she 
has missed her daughters’ birth-

days, but she believes it is part of 
serving her country.  

 “It’s worth not having a family 
gathering because we’re doing an 
important job,” she said.  

Rings hollow

Amnesty International said in a 
report this month that hospital 
cleaners in Mexico were “especial-
ly vulnerable to infection,” noting 
that outsourcing means such 
workers have less protection.  

According to the London-based 
rights group, Mexico has the 
world’s highest coronavirus toll 
among health workers -- 1,320 
dead and almost 100,000 infected 
at the end of August in the coun-
try of 128 million.  

Worldwide at least 7,000 health 
workers have died after being 
infected with the virus, it said.  

 “Throughout the pandemic 
governments have hailed health 
workers as heroes, but this rings 
hollow when so many workers are 
dying from a lack of basic protec-
tion,” said Steve Cockburn, 
Amnesty’s head of economic and 
social justice.  

Since the health crisis began 
almost six months ago, Idalia 
Diaz has seen the amount of gar-
bage that she has to deal with 
grow relentlessly.  

 “There are more disposables, 
more masks, more gowns,” the 
40-year-old cleaner said.  

But she gets on with her work 
without complaining.  (AFP)

Mexico’s invisible heroes battle virus in shadows
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PRTO JOFRE : The smell of 
burnt vegetation and the red glow of 
flames welcome visitors these days to 
the Pantanal, the world's biggest 
tropical wetlands -- a biodiverse para-
dise that is now partly reduced to 
ashes by record wildfires.  

In the northern Pantanal, in cen-
tral-western Brazil -- a region that for-
merly had a thriving ecotourism 
industry -- hotel employee Felipe 
Maia is hosing down a wooden 
bridge, hoping to stop the nearby 
flames from igniting it.  

There are scores of wooden bridges 
like this over the streams criss-cross-
ing the wetlands along the dirt high-
way across the Pantanal, the 150-kil-
ometer (95-mile) “Transpantaneira.” 
But amid the region's worst drought 
in 47 years, many streams have run 
dry, and the fires often set this time 
of year on farms and ranches to clear 
land have spiralled out of control.  

 “Every day we drive along the 
road, check which bridge is closest to 
catching fire and douse it in water,” 
Maia told AFP after soaking the 
bridge, just meters (yards) from the 
flames.  The Pantanal sits at the 
southern edge of the Amazon rainfor-
est, stretching from Brazil into Boliv-
ia and Paraguay.  

In normal times, it draws tourists 
from around the world with its lush 

landscapes and wildlife, including jag-
uars, jabiru storks, giant otters, cai-
mans, toucans, macaws and monkeys. 
But this year, around 23,500 square 
kilometers (9,000 square miles) of 

the wetlands have gone up in smoke 
-- nearly 12 percent of the Pantanal. 
There have been a record-shattering 
14,764 fires in the Brazilian Pantanal 
this year, according to satellite data 

from Brazil's National Space Research 
Institute (INPE). In less than nine 
months, 2020 has already broken the 
annual record for the number of fires, 
according to INPE, with an increase 

of 214 percent from the same period 
last year.  

 “It's sad. Just when we thought 
tourism was about to bounce back 
from the coronavirus pandemic, these 
fires have destroyed 10 to 15 percent 
of the Pantanal,” said tour guide Rob-
erto Carvalho Macedo, part of an 
informal brigade of firefighters, local 
residents, officials and hotel owners 
who have banded together to patrol 
the area's bridges day and night.  

Animals in 'critical                    
condition'

 Fellow guide Eduarda Fernandes 
Amaral was traveling by boat up a 
river in Encontro das Aguas State 
Park, known as the home to the 
world's biggest jaguar population.  

She and a team of veterinarians 
and biologists were looking amid the 
charred remains of trees and shrubs 
for a jaguar that had reportedly been 
wounded in a fire.  

 “All the animals we've rescued so 
far have been in critical condition. 
Some of them have died, some are 
burnt all the way to the bone,” she 
said.  She set out drinking water and 
baskets of fruit for animals that sur-
vived the fires. They now risk dying 
of dehydration or starvation.  

It is impossible to estimate yet how 

many animals have died, but she said 
she fears the losses are enormous.  

 “I hope this makes people open 
their eyes and understand that the 
biodiversity here is unique. We have 
to preserve it,” she told AFP.  

Causes and effect 

The scenes in the Pantanal are rem-
iniscent of the wildfires devastating 
the US West Coast.  

As with those fires, there is a com-
plex web of factors driving the blazes.  
The main cause in the Pantanal is 
drought.  From January to May, the 
usual rainy season, the region 
received just half the precipitation it 
normally does. As a result, many 
areas that are usually flooded this 
time of year are dry.  Exacerbating 
the problem, ranchers are increasingly 
introducing non-native plants for pas-
ture land, weakening the region's nat-
ural resistance to fire, experts say.  

Ecologists also blame funding and 
staffing cuts at Brazil's environmental 
protection agencies under far-right 
President Jair Bolsonaro, who took 
office in January 2019. “There's a 
widespread sense of impunity” among 
farmers and ranchers who set fires to 
clear land for crops and pasture, said 
forestry engineer Vinicius Silgueiro of 
the Life Center Institute (ICV). (AFP)

Desperate race against fires in 
world’s biggest tropical wetlands

BEIJING: China has locked down 
a city on the border with Myanmar 
and will launch a mass coronavirus 
testing programme, officials said 
Tuesday, after a handful of infections 
were detected there.  

The three cases were found in the 
city of Ruili in western Yunnan prov-
ince, a major land border crossing 
point with neighbouring Myanmar.  

City officials said in a statement 
Tuesday that residents were being 
told to stay home and people had 
been forbidden from entering or leav-
ing the city from Monday evening.  

They said every resident would be 
tested for the virus in Ruili, which is 
home to more than 210,000 people.  

Businesses have been closed except 
for supermarkets, pharmacies and 
food markets.  

The infections were brought in 
from Myanmar and Chinese authori-
ties would “crack down on illegal 
immigrants”, the officials said.  

Ruili is separated by a shallow river 
from the border town of Muse, Myan-
mar’s main gateway to China known 
for sleazy streets, weapons, casinos 
and drugs.  

Yang Bianqiang, vice mayor of 
Ruili, told a press conference on Mon-
day that the city would repatriate 
those who cannot verify their time of 
arrival into China, “have no fixed 
residence and have no fixed place to 
work”.  

China has largely controlled the 
spread of the virus through a series of 
travel restrictions and strict lock-
downs, starting with the central city 
of Wuhan were the virus first emerged 

late last year. However, there have 
been a number of localised outbreaks 
in recent months including in the 
capital Beijing.  

The country’s borders remain 
closed to most foreigners, and the 
majority of infections in recent 
months have been from returning 
overseas nationals.  

Seven other cases were reported 
around China on Tuesday -- all 
brought in from other countries, the 
National Health Commission said.  

Myanmar is a vital piece of China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative -- Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s $1 trillion 
vision for maritime, rail and road 
projects across Asia, Africa and 
Europe -- including a proposed $8.9 
billion high-speed rail link from Yun-
nan to Myanmar’s west coast. (AFP)

KHARTOUM :  Sudan has 
appealed for more aid to combat the 
impact of catastrophic  floods across 
the country, over which Khartoum 
has already declared a  three-month 
state of emergency. 

 “The health situation in Sudan 
wasn’t at its best anyway, and it is  
becoming more and more challeng-
ing,” Sudan’s Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter  Omar Qamareddine said, as 
emergency aid from Bahrain arrived 
on Monday. 

Over 110,000 homes have been 
damaged or destroyed by floodwa-
ters,  according to the government, 
increasing the risk of water-borne 
diseases  and hampering efforts to 
stem the spread of novel coronavirus. 

 “People will need more and more 
medicines and they will need mobile  
medical units because it’s a huge 
country,” Qamareddine added. 

At least 650,000 people have been 
affected since the start of the  rains 
in mid-July, more than 110,000 in the 
first week of September  alone, the 
United Nations said Monday, quot-
ing figures from Sudan’s  Humanitar-
ian Aid Commission. 

Over a hundred people have been 
killed and more than 50 injured in 
the floods, according to the Suda-
nese civil defence. 

 “The unprecedented flooding has 
surpassed the forecast and partners  

are running out of supplies,” the UN 
Office for the Coordination of  
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 

More flooding is predicted in com-
ing days with heavy rains forecast 
upstream in neighbouring Ethiopia, 
OCHA added. 

Qamareddine said that aid needs 
were “huge”, but that the response 
from Arab countries had been “very 
good”. 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates have sent tonnes of  
aid to Sudan in recent weeks, but 
Qamareddine said more was needed. 

 “We are asking the international 
community to move a little faster to 
help,” he said. Qamareddine added 
that US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo “also promised to help with 
some emergency assistance”. 

Heavy rains usually fall in Sudan 
from June to October and the coun-
try faces severe flooding every year. 

But officials have recorded the 
highest water levels on the Blue  Nile 
-- which joins the White Nile in the 
Sudanese capital Khartoum --  since 
records began over a century ago. 

(AFP)

Sudan pleads for aid to 
tackle devastating floods

LONDON: The British govern-
ment on Tuesday admitted increas-
ing demand for  coronavirus tests 
was posing problems after hospital 
bosses warned  delays in the system 
were jeopardising healthcare servic-
es. 

 “I don’t deny that it is an enor-
mous challenge and when you have 
a  free service, it’s inevitable that 
demand rises,” Health Secretary 
Matt  Hancock told parliament. 

But he rejected claims of a spiral-
ling backlog, which have triggered  
complaints that people with Covid-
19 symptoms were unable to get 
tests  and delays in getting in 
results. 

 “The backlog is actually falling 
and is less than one day’s test pro-
cessing capacity,” he said. 

Hancock spoke after criticism 
from the chief executive of NHS  
Providers, which represents the 
heads of hospital trusts in the  state-
run National Health Service in Eng-
land. 

Chris Hopson told Sky News tele-
vision there were “current capacity  
problems with the testing regime”, 
and urged the government to  priori-
tise frontline health workers. 

Staff absences in major cities had 
jumped as people tried to get  tests, 
forcing them to stay off work and 
compounding delays to routine  care 
that have worsened since the out-
break. 

 “We have now got cases where 
patients who should be being treat-

ed,  we can’t treat them because 
they can’t get access to a test,” Hop-
son  said.   “So, for them that’s a 
real problem.” Hancock insisted that  
capacity for testing was “at a record 
high” and 9,278 tests were  carried 
out on Monday in the 10 areas of 
the country worst-hit by a  surge in 
cases. 

LBC radio on Monday said no 
coronavirus tests were available in 
those areas. 

At the weekend, it was reported 
that a backlog of 185,000 swab tests  
were sent for processing in laborato-
ries in Italy and Germany. 

Because of the surge in demand 

for tests, the UK government has  
promised to increase capacity and 
urged people only to get a test if  
they are showing symptoms. 
According to the latest government 
statistics, more than 225,000  tests 
on average were carried out daily, 
while capacity was at nearly  
375,000 tests per day on September 
10. Britain, which has been the 
worst-hit country in Europe register-
ing  nearly 42,000 deaths, has seen a 
resurgence in the virus in recent  
weeks. More than 3,000 new cases 
were recorded on three consecutive 
days over the weekend, for the first 
time since May. (AFP)

UK government hits back over 
virus test concerns

DUBAI:  “The vaccine 
will be available to our 
first line of defense heroes  
who are at the highest risk 
of contracting the virus,” 
tweeted the  National 
Emergency Crisis and Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NCEMA) on  Monday. 

Chinese drug giant Sin-
opharm began the third 
phase of trials for a  Covid-
19 vaccine in the UAE in 
July, with Emirati officials 
saying the  results have 
been positive. 

 “Clinical trials for the 
third phase are continuing 
under the  strict supervi-
sion of medical teams, 
while following all meas-
ures to  control the quality, 
safety and efficacy of the 
vaccine,” said NCEMA. 

 “The results of clinical 
trials in our country are 
moving on the  right path, 

with all tests being suc-
cessful so far.” NCEMA 
said the  vaccine has been 
tested on 31,000 volun-
teers and only “mild and  
expected” side effects have 
been reported, adding that 
1,000 test  subjects with 
chronic diseases showed 
“no complications”. 

The announcement on 
Monday came amid a 

spike in coronavirus cases 
in  the UAE, whose daily 
toll hit an all-time high on 
Saturday when the  coun-
try recorded 1,007 infec-
tions. 

The Gulf state has con-
firmed more than 80,000 
cases overall, including 
401 deaths. 

Sinopharm has said it 
hopes their vaccine will be 

approved as early as the 
end of the year. 

It anticipates the anti-
bodies from its vaccine 
could last between  one 
and three years, although 
the final result will only be 
known after  the trials. 

There are currently nine 
vaccine candidates in late-
stage human  trials around 
the world, although some 
have hit recent obstacles --  
pharma giant AstraZeneca 
and Oxford University 
momentarily paused  clini-
cal trials last week after a 
volunteer developed an 
unexplained  illness. 

Meanwhile, Russia 
announced last month that 
its vaccine, named  “Sput-
nik V” after the Soviet-era 
satellite that was the first 
launched  into space in 
1957, had already been 
approved. (AFP)

UAE approves use of Covid-19 
vaccine for health workers

DLROW

China locks down city on 
Myanmar border 
over coronavirus
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The good news is cricket is padding up in Sri 
Lanka after a long siesta lasting seven months in 
the pavilion! Can't wait to see the action when 
our cricketers and the Bangladeshis meet. They 
have picked a ship load of cricketers and are hard 
at training and will be here next month to rock 
and roll the local cricket scene, inspire local spec-
tators who could be restricted into the grounds , 
albeit with some mask wearing restrictions per-
haps,  to get back to their ‘Papare’ papare and 
enjoy.  

Especially starved of action is our cheer squad 
leader Percy Abeysekera who has wrapped up his 
revered lion flag and preserved it until Bangla-
desh arrive. He will surely let loose his witty and 
inspiring comments on the players.   

The other day Abeysekera celebrated his 84th 
birthday, being born two days after the great 
West Indian and the world’s one and only all 
rounder Sir Garfield Sobers. Abeysekera still 
stays in touch and toasts a drink on the two days.  

One of Abeysekera’s most witty comment was 
when a Test was played at the Sinhalese Sports 
Club. Present in the VIP enclosure was President 
J.R.Jayewardene a SSC member and former 
cricketer who played for Royal in the ‘Battle of 
the Blues’ encounter.  

A spectator to tease Abeysekera who was 
standing with his dear flag opposite the VIP 
enclosure , shouted: Percy go home’. Percy’s 
response: ‘Is your wife at home’?. Never before 
had President such a broad smile on his face 
enjoying Percy’s reply. The spectator remained 
silent thereafter with the other spectators laugh-
ing at him.  

So when the Bangladesh and Sri Lanka teams 
take the field Abeyekera promises to be on the 
sidelines voicing his comments on the do’s and 
don’ts on cricketers from both teams.   

The Sri Lankan cricketers are eagerly looking 
forward to play international cricket after a near 
seven month drought. All of the players are being 
put through their paces concentrating particu-
larly on 100 per cent fitness and more.   

Being 100 per cent fit in any sport is very 
essential. Once fit the potential in you especially 
when it comes to cricket brings out the natural 
abilities in batting, bowling and fielding.  

So here’s hoping at the time of writing that the 
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh series will proceed with-
out a hitch with both teams playing attractive 
and forceful cricket with the better side emerg-
ing victorious.  

Moors Sports Club which has showed its prow-
ess from the time it took to playing cricket have 
produced many outstanding cricketers with 
some earning national honours.  

Now comes the news that Moors SC have 
signed on former Dharmaraja cricketer and Sri 
Lanka cricketer the stylish right hand batsman 
Chamara Kapugedera as their head coach for 
three years. Kapugedera donned pads for the 
country from 2008 playing 8 Tests and 102 ODIS 
plus 48 T20s.  

Kapugedera broke into the national team as a 
hard hitting, stylish and punishing right hand 
batsman and made many big scores. Yet why 
the  selectors of that time did not persist with 
him and encourage and inspire him to unleash 
his natural talent still remains a mystery.  

Their most celebrated cricketer that Moors 
produced was Ghulam Razick who is no more 
in the land of the living having succumbed to 
the dreaded terminal illness. Coming out of 
Zahira college he shone in club cricket and 
earned his national cap playing under Michael 
Tissera.  

He was a stylish right hand batsman, fine 
medium pace bowler who could move the ball 
both ways and baffle batsmen. But it was as a 
slip fielder that he was par excellence and he 
had a quick eye and took some amazing catch-
es. Moors will never produce another all round 
cricketer of Razick’s class and caliber.  

Another cricketer Moors produced who did 
the club proud was M.A. Caffoor. After shining 
for the club as a punishing batsman and wicket 
keeper he was one of the few Lankan cricketers 
to play Lancashire League Cricket in England 
and leave his mark. It must be of interest to 
recall that in the good old days only Muslims 
were welcome to play for the club with no 
membership for other nationalities.  

So it was it in clubs like the Tamil Union, 
Sinhalese Sports Club and Burgher Recreation 
Club. But it was not long before these clubs 
had to open their doors to cricketers of other 
nationalities.  

The most hit were the BRC with the Burgher 
community migrating to Australia. They had 
no option but to open their doors to other 
cricketers. If my memory serves me right the 
first non-Burgher to play for BRC was former 
Kandy Antonian stylish middle order batsman 
Michael Raj, followed by Benedictine captain 
Lovelly Rayen and next the writer.  

Later left hander Anton Sethupathy who hit 
the famous England off spinner Jim Laker for 
three fours in three balls at the SSC when MCC 
toured here under Peter May in 1958 joined the 
BRC. Laker was on a tour to Australia after bag-
ging a match haul of 19 wickets in a Test against 
Australia which record still stands.   

erodrigopulle@gmail.com   

Padding up to take 
on Bangladesh Leshan Amarasinghe skipper 

of Isipathana College Colombo 5  
turned in a fine batting  
erformance in the Under 19 
Division Two inter Schools 
Cricket (Two day) tournament 
conducted by Sri Lanka Schools 
Cricket Association.  

Right hand batsman Leshan 
Amarsinghe scored 929 runs in 
16 matches (including big 
match) with two centuries and 
five half centuries (Ave. 37.16)  
this season. His best innings 
was against Maliyadeva College 
Kurunegala (159). He scored 
106 runs against Maris Stella 
College Negombo. and claimed 
33 victims with 26 catches and 7 
stumps this season as a wicket-
keeper.  

Leshan Kaveesha Amarasing-
he commenced  his cricket  
career at Isipathana College 
Colombo in  the under 13 team 

‘B’ in 2011 and represented the 
school under 13 team ‘A’ in 2012 
and 2013 years. He led the 
school under 13 ‘A’ team and 
qualified to the semi finals in 
2014. He scored over 400 runs 
with a century and  three  half 
centuries in the same year.  

He represented the under 15 
school team and scored more 
than 400 runs with  five half 
centuries in 2015. He repre-
sented Colombo district under 
15 team and Western province 
team runner up of the Prima 
Champions Trophy inter provin-
cial tournament in 2015. He led 
schools under 15 team and they 
entered the pre quarter final 
round in 2016. He represented 
Sri Lanka  

Schools under 15 team who 
toured Malaysia in 2016.  

He represented the Colombo 
district team and Western prov-

ince team in the Prima Champi-
ons Trophy inter provincial 
tournament in the same year. 
and represented the school 
under 17 team in 2017. He 

scored more than 329 runs with 
a century. He scored unbeaten 
164 runs against Ananda Sas-
thralaya Kotte in 2017. He rep-
resented Sri Lanka under 16 
team against England under 16 
in 2017.   

He represented the college 1st 
XI team from season 2015-2016 
and played  four big matches in 
their Battle of the Brothers 
against Thurstan from 2017. He 
scored 462 runs with  five half 
centuries in the season 2017/18. 
He scored 410 runs with  three 
half centuries in the season 
2018/19. He represented team 
Dambulla in the under 19 Super 
Provincial tournament in 2019.  

*Matches - 16 Innings - 28 
Not Outs - 03  

*Runs – 929 runs Ave -  37.16  
*Highest Score –159 against 

Maliyadeva College Kurunegala  

*100’s -  2 (vs Maliyadeva 
Kurunegala 159, vs Maris Stella 
Negombo 106)  

*50’s – 5 (vs St. Sylvester’s 
Kandy 69, vs Mahanama Colom-
bo 53, vs Kingswood Kandy 57 
& 64, vs Thurstan Colombo 65)  

* How he fared  this season 
(vs Lumbini Colombo 32 & 02*, 
vs Mahinda Galle 44, vs Royal 
Colombo 04 vs 02, vs De 
Mazenod Kandana 04 vs 14*, vs 
St. Benedict’s Kotahena 02 vs 19, 
vs St. Sylvester’s Kandy 69 vs 19, 
vs Wesley Colombo 23, vs Mali-
yadeva Kurunegala 159 vs 06, vs 
St. Joseph’s Colombo 25 vs 01, vs 
Mahanama Colombo 53 vs 36, vs 
Maris Stella Negombo 106, vs St. 
Aloysius  Galle 05 & 26, vs D.S. 
Senanayake Colombo 34 vs12, vs 
Prince of Wales Moratuwa 40, 
Kingswood Kandy 57 vs 64, vs 
Thurstan Colombo (Big match) 
65 vs 25) (Y.K.)

Leshan Amarasinghe 
does Isipathana proud

Leshan Amarasinghe    

DILWIN MENDIS   
Moratuwa Sports Special 

Correspondent   

Under 13 player, right 
hand batsman, right arm 
leg spinner and all round-
er Angage Sahan Desha-
ka Perera shone for Wad-
duwa Central College in 
the all island under 13 
cricket tournament in 
2019.   

Sahan commenced his 
school career at Molligo-
da Junior School and as 
he was keen on playing 
cricket his parents admit-
ted him to the D. R. 
Cricket Academy, Wad-
duwa under Danushka 
Perera.   

After the Grade Five 
Scholarship Examina-
tion he was admitted to 
Wadduwa Central Col-
lege and in 2018 he 

attended practices in the 
under 13 age group. In 
his first year itself he 
scored 426 runs which 
included three half cen-
turies and claimed 27 

scalps and in the follow-
ing year he scored 558 
runs with five fifties 
with a highest score of 
67 runs versus Lyceum 
International School, 
Panadura and bagged 47 
wickets with one ten 
wicket haul against 
Karandeniya Central (10 
for 25) and one five 
wicket haul.   

In addition in the Inter 
Academy under 12 tour-
nament for Amal Rodri-
go Trophy in 2017. He 
scored 50 runs and in 
the next year he collect-
ed 113 runs and in his 
first year in the under 13 
age group he was unbeat-
en on 118 runs and in 
2019 he scored 152 runs 
in 65 balls and carried 
away the Best Batsman’s 
Award.     

Sahan Deshaka Perera a 
cricketing star in the making  

UPANANDA JAYASUNDERA
-Kandy Sports Special Correspondent   

Legendary Antonian Cricketers A.C.M.Lafir and 
Ronnie Stevens were an outstanding Opening pair 
during their school days and are best known for 
producing a record first wicket partnership of 276 
against Trinity College,Kandy in their 37th ‘Big 
Match’ in 1954. In that match Lafir scored 170 while 
Stevens contributed 107.   

Lafir was not only a great cricketer but also an 
outstanding Soccer player who represented Phoenix 
Soccer Club as a left extreme. He played for Kandy 
United and had the privilege of representing the 
country against the Ted Dexter’s XI under the cap-
taincy of C.I.Gunasekera. Lafir scored 84 in his first 
match as a schoolboy and made centuries against all 
the leading clubs in Sri Lanka to have a tally of 50 
centuries including 2 tons for Sri Lanka in the Gopa-
lan Trophy   

Match against India in 1956 & 1958. The highest 
individual score at that time was 237 and Lafir 
scored an unbeaten 206 representing Kandy United 
against Saracens SC. At that time he did not know of 
the record score of 237 made by Makin Salih of 
Moors Sports Club and his Captain Hugh Fernando 
declared the Innings.   

But Lafir scored an unbeaten 255 out of a total of 
410 to register the highest score in division one 
cricket against the University team while represent-
ing Nomads in 1971 At that time the University 
team was captained by Mevan Peiris. 

Ronnie Stevens scored 135 against  St.Benedicts 
when he was only 14 years old and was the only 
player from St.Anthony’s College, to score two hun-
dreds against Trinity in their big match. 
T.B.Werapitiya of Trinity College also recorded two 
centuries against St.Anthony’s In the big match 
series.   

Lafir and Stevens the famous Antonian opening pair

The two players Ronnie Stevens (left) and A.C.M.Lafir   

 HAFIZ MARIKAR   
A product of Trinity College, and one 

time Sri Lanka Golf president Nug Silva 
was a fine sportsman and sports pro-
moter, Even today he gives his best for 
golf the game which teaches good man-
ners and respect, and this is something 
every sportsman should be proud of as 
golfers.  Golf is a sport that teaches 
accuracy, focus and con-
centration. It also encour-
ages creative thinking, 
such as the foresight to 
visualize where and how 
far your shot will go. 
Hand-eye coordination is 
essential in golf – as it is 
known where the ball 
landed.   

He is a keen follower of 
rugby and can be seen in 
every rugby game played 
in Kandy. During his 
school days he was a top 
class hockey player who 
played for the under 14, 
under 17 and first XI and 
won colours and also played for Kandy 
Schools in the nationals. During his time 
Trinity College had a top hockey side and 
were Kandy Schools Champions, and beat 
outstation Schools like St Thomas College 
Gurutalawa, S. Thomas College Mount 
Lavinia after six years, Royal College and 
Wesley College. Some of the players dur-
ing his days were S.M.B Dissanayake, S. B 
Dissanayake, Palitha Marambe,Rajiv Gna-
naratnam, P.T Ramakrishna, Sarath Het-
tiarachchi, Hiran HerathA Rengaraj,and 
Upali Malwenna.     He also played Under 

12 Cricket and Football.Chandra 
Amunugama was the Cricket Captain 
while the late Shafie Jainudeen captained 
the Football team. He continued his crick-
et in the Upper School playing Under 14, 
16 and the “A” team. Played every possi-
ble sport for the Lemuel House and was a 
Prefect.   

 At 18 years he joined Whittals as a 
Planter thanks to Trinity 
College having won the 
Farm Prize. All his supe-
riors during that time 
were British. Ken Mur-
ray forced me to go for 
Dimbula A and CC 
rugby practices and 
played a few matches.   

 He joined the Golf 
Club in 1971 and will be 
completing 50 years as a 
member.in 2021. He was 
a Committee member 
Vice President and also 
President of the Sri 
Lanka Golf Union.
Toured many Asian 

Countries and went as Captain/Manager 
of the Sri Lanka Team to Pakistan (Nomu-
ra Cup) and also the SAARC Tournament 
in Nepal. Guys like Prabhakaran, Tissa 
and Mithun played under him. Nug at 
one time was the Nuwara Eliya and Sri 
Lanka golf club president   

 He was also a member of the Board 
of Governors of Trintiy College, Vice 
President OBA and Vice President Old 
Trinitians Sports Club He gave his 
maximum support for the Old Trini-
tians Sports Club.

Nug Silva was a top class 
hockey player



AlthAf NAwAz
The Football Federation of Sri 

Lanka(FFSL) is to launch another 
football tournament similar to the 
recently concluded Vantage FFSL 
President’s Cup in due course, tar-
geting the elite soccer clubs at 
Regional levels.

With the immense success in the 
Vantage FFSL President’s Cup, 
which was conducted after almost 
18 months, due to various reasons 
and obstacles, the FFSL with a 
view of spreading the game in the 
country has decided to launch this 
tournament. Football, which is 
undoubtedly the most popular 
sport in the Northern and Eastern 
Provinces, has become a crowd 
puller.   

In addition to these two provinc-
es they are to conduct this tourna-
ment in Central, Southern, Sabarag-

amuwa and Western Provinces. 
The top twenty teams who played 
in the earlier tournament will not 
be considered and the next twenty 
teams with a mixture of Dialog 
Champions League Clubs as well as 
division one clubs will be chosen to 
be in  the fray in this tournament.

The Vantage FFSL Presidents’ 
Cup was restricted only to Western 
Province, which the governing 
body experimented by taking a cal-
culated risk to revamp the game 
and to scout the talent for the 
National squad. With the  success 
in that tournament the FFSL with a 
view of promoting the game further 
island wide is planning to host 
tournaments among the popular 
clubs in different regions to create 
another platform in popularizing 
the sport with the public. This 
stipulated tournament will be com-

pleted in three stages including the 
first and second round leagues fol-
lowed by the knockout stages.

Meanwhile, FFSL is in the pro-
cess of launching their annual 
knockout tournament the F.A. Cup 
by mid-October this year. Over 950 
entries have been received so far, 
which is the highest in Sri Lankan 
football history. 

This tournament which is one of 
their prime tournaments in their 
annual calendar, will be played on 
a knock out basis island wide. The 
momentum will be at a high note 
as all participating teams will have 
to maintain their winning streak 
to qualify for the next round and to 
remain in the competition.

At present the FFSL is in the 
process of negotiation with the pro-
spective sponsors to finalize these 
events.

FFSL to conduct tourney 
for regional elite clubs 

DhAmmikA RAtNAweeRA
Five key cricketers are likely 

to be named as Sri Lankan local 
icon players for the forthcoming 
Lanka Premier League (LPL) 
T-20 tournament which is 
scheduled to be worked off from 
November 14 to December 6.

According to a senior official 
of SLC they are currently doing 
preparations for this tourna-
ment which is going  to be the 
first tournament involving for-
eign players after lockdown 
period as Bangladesh series is 
also not confirmed yet. Lasith 
Malinga, Angelo Matthews, 
Thisara Perera, Dasun Shanaka 
and Kusal Janith Perera are like-
ly to be named as the local icon 
players.

The tournament will feature 
23 games and will be played at 
Sri Lanka’s three day/night 
international stadiums – Soori-
yawewa, Pallekele and Dambul-
la. R.Premadasa Stadium will 
not be used as it is under recon-
struction.

The five teams will be named 
after five cities – Colombo, 

Galle, Jaffna, Dambulla and 
Kandy. Each team will have six 
foreign players.

Meanwhile the player auction 
of the Lanka Premier League 
(LPL) will be held on October 
1. SLC official further said 
about 150 top-notch cricketers 
including Chris Gayle, Darren 
Sammy, Darren Bravo, Shahid 
Afridi, Shakib-Al-Hasan, Ravi 
Bopara and Colin Munro are 
expected to play in the inaugu-
ral edition of the LPL. Afridi 
already has been named as icon 
internatiinal player of the Galle 
Gladiator team which is owned 
by a Pakistani while Moin Khan 
has been named as its coach.

Each franchise can buy up to 
six international players. A total 
of 30 international cricketers 
and 65 local cricketers are 
expected to make up the five 
teams. According to tourna-
ment sources, four Indian play-
ers are also likely to be part of 
the October 1 auction. They are 
most likely Munaf Patel, Praveen 
Kumar, Shadab Jakatim and 
Manpreet Ghoni.

Top local and foreign 
players in action at LPL

Eagle Logistics bagged their 
maiden Mercantile Cricket title, 
when they lifted the glittering 
‘DPGC’ Challenge Trophy, as they 
cruised to a comfortable 48 runs 
win over Allianz Insurance, in the 
18th David Pieris Group of Com-
panies sponsored – MCA ‘E’ divi-
sion 25 Over League Tournament 
2020 final, concluded at the MCA 
Grounds, on September 12.

The tournament took almost 07 
months to complete due to the 
ongoing pandemic. It commenced 
on February 22, stopped on 
March 14, re-commenced on 
August 15, finally reaching its 
destination as above.

Eagle Logistics, who won the 
toss and choose to bat, put up a 
moderate 144 for 7 in 25 overs, 
mainly due to the 75 runs stand in 
85 balls for the second wicket 
between, opening batsman, 
Dineth Thimodaya (52 in 61 balls 
inclusive of a six and 05 fours) 
and one drop batsman, Dulaj 
Egodage (44 on 53 balls, inclusive 
of a six and a four).

Chasing, 145 runs to win (RPO 
5.8), Allianz started off on the 
wrong foot, losing their anchor 
man, Charinda Fernando (5) in 
the second ball of the innings.

Fernando started the innings 
with a cracking boundary, off the 
first ball and in the next delivery 
got run out going for the second 
run. Fielder Dineth Thimodaya 
picked up clean on the run and 

sent in a flashing throw into the 
wicket keeper’s gloves, to see Fer-
nando fall inches short of the 
crease (1 for 5).

Charinda’s opening partner, 
M.S. Sampan (01) did not last 
long, as he got his furniture dis-
turbed by opening bowler, Asanka 
Perera (2 for 10).

One drop batsman, Damian de 
Buyzer (28 in 51 balls) together 
with his skipper, Sameera Fer-
nando (24 in 22 balls) then put on 
45 runs in 38 balls for the third 
wicket.

Dulaj Egodage continued to be 
a thorn in the flesh to Allianz, as 

he picked up the prize wicket of 
Sameera Fernando, who was get-
ting set for bigger things, caught 
well in the deep by Skipper, 
Prabuddha Ranaweera (55 for 3 
in 10.3 overs).

Prabuddha Ranaweera rubbed 
salt on the wound, as he took up 
bowling, got rid of Allianz only 
hope, veteran, Ranga Dias cheap-
ly for two runs (57 for 4 in 12.4 
overs). In the meantime spinners, 
Prageeth Fernando (5-35-3) and 
Mohamed Farri (4.4–13–3) put 
the rest of the batsmen in a panic, 
as Allianz crumbled to 96 runs in 
21.4 overs.

Match Referee, Sena Nandi-
weera picked Eagle Logistics 
all rounder, Dulaj Egodage (44 
runs, 01 for 6 in 03 overs and a 
good catch) as the Man of the 
Match The other 03 special 
awards, based on performances 
up to the semi-finals, went to – 
right arm off spinner, Geethaka 
Chandeepa Alwis, Best Bowler, 
from Commercial Leasing & 
Finance (07matches, 192 balls, 
171 runs, 18 wickets, Avg 9.5, 
Economy 5.34, best 5 for 18) 
and a ‘double’ to 3DH Interna-
tional Groups, K.M. Nilantha 
Wijekoon, Best Batsman and 
Man of the Series (batting: 08 
innings, 03 not outs, 304 runs, 
inclusive of a century and three 
half centuries, 18 sixes and 35 
fours, Avg. 60.8, strike 
rate168.9 ; bowling : 180 balls, 
137 runs, 09 wickets, Economy 
4.57)

Chief Scores
Eagle Logistics : 144 for 7 in 

25 overs (Dineth Thimodaya 52, 
Dulaj Egodage 44, Nishan Fer-
nando 17, Isuru Mendis 17, Dulaj 
Jayawardena 2/24, Mayura Ranas-
inghe 2/27)

Allianz Insurance – 96 all 
out in 21.4 overs (Damian de 
Buyzer 28, Sameera Fernando 24,

Dhanushka Kumara 15, Pra-
geeth Fernando 3/35, Mohamed 
Farri 3/13)

‘DPGC’ Challenge trophy mCA ‘e’ division 25 Over league

Eagle Logistics bags maiden title

eagle logistics captain, Prabuddha Ranaweera ( 3rd from right), receiving 
the “DPGC” Challenge trophy from the chief guest, manjula de Alwis (3 rd 
from left). Others in the Picture (from left) : Duminda Pinto, Rohana Dis-
sanayake, tarindra kaluperuma and Ajantha Premasiri.

ChAmARi kARuNAthilAke   
Italian based Sri Lankan Kelum Perera 

has brought fame and  honour to the coun-
try, been elected as the Vice-Chairman of 
the Italian  Olympic Committee and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Italian Cricket  
Association.   

The 35-year-old sports administrator, 
born in Italy to Sri  Lankan parents, 
Kumaradasa and Ashoka has already set a 
record as the  youngest to hold these two 
key positions in the Italian sports history.     

Kelum obtained the membership of the 
Italian Olympic  Committee in 2009 after 
being an outstanding player in the Italian  
National Cricket Team.   

Kumaradasa, was attached to the Associ-
ated Newspapers of  Ceylon Limited 
(ANCL) and excelled in Mercantile Cricket 
during the late  1970s before he migrated to 
Italy with his family.   

“I was educated in Italy and from my 
young age my father  encouraged me to join 
the school cricket team. Thereafter, veteran  
coaches J C Gamage, Niroshan Ramanay-
ake and Anusha Samaranayake helped  me 
to become a top all-rounder,” Kelum said.   

“I played for several cricket clubs in Italy. 
I had the  opportunity of leading the Italy 
Under-15, 17, 19 and 23 Cricket Teams.”    

“After retiring from cricket in 2010, I 
served as coach of  the Italy Cricket Team 
from 2012 to 2016. Later, I became the 

Head Coach  of the Italy National Cricket 
Team,” he stressed.   

“Thereafter, I was appointed as the Chief 
Executive Officer  of the Italy Cricket Asso-
ciation. In addition, I had the chance to 
play  for few clubs in England and Australia 
for several years,” he said.   

Kelum is a Level-3 certified coach and 
has followed the Level-1, 2 and 3 Coaching 
Courses in England.   

“The Olympic Committee appointments 
are designated by an  election. The majori-
ty of appointees are Italian medallists. 
There is no  Sports Ministry in Italy hence 
the Olympic Committee is the highest  
sports institution,” he concluded.   

Kelum Perera appointed to 
top sports bodies in Italy

Vice-Chairman Olympic Committee 
and CeO, Cricket Association

kelum Perera

football federation of Sri lanka conducted a ‘D’ license coaching seminar for new coaches in kathankudy in east-
ern Province from 14 to 16 September. Coaches of the kathankudy league will undergo this training. the coaching 
instructor is Sampath Perera from the ffSl technical department. here the officials and the participants at the 
seminar.

m.S. Dhoni

Wellington, Tuesday: New Zea-
land Rugby confirmed the All 
Blacks will host Australia for two 
Bledisloe Cup Tests next month 
after officials relaxed Covid-19 
quarantine rules to ensure the 
series went ahead.

NZR said the Bledisloe Tests would 
take place in Wellington on Sunday, 
October 11, and Auckland on Octo-
ber 18.

“We’re delighted to lock in the 
dates and venues for the two home 
matches against Australia and look 
forward to seeing the Bledisloe Cup 

go on the line next month,” NZR 
chief Mark Robinson said.

Wallabies coach Dave Rennie had 
raised concerns that rules preventing 
his squad training together while 
undergoing two weeks’ quarantine in 
New Zealand would leave them 
under-prepared for a clash against the 
All Blacks.

But NZR said health authorities 
had agreed to amend the rules so the 
full squad could train together four 
days into the quarantine period.

“This has been a complex and chal-
lenging puzzle to solve and we’re 

grateful that both rugby organisa-
tions, together with our government, 
have come together to get these 
matches across the line,” Robinson 
said.

Earlier, New Zealand Prime Minis-
ter Jacinda Ardern said “everyone’s 
pulling out all stops to make it work”.

Rugby Australia praised the New 
Zealand government for being flexi-
ble.

“Dave and the team are incredibly 
excited about the prospect of playing 
in New Zealand,” chief executive Rob 
Clarke said. AfP

Bledisloe Tests set after NZ quarantine concessions

Western Province Cricket Associa-
tion, Colombo North team emerged 
2019 champions of under-15 inter 
provincial tournament organized by 
the Sri Lanka cricket. The cricketers 
representing following schools partici-
pated in this tournament. Junior crick-
eters of Nalanda, St.Joseph’s, Carey, 
Zahira, St. John’s, Siri Piyarathne, St. 
Benedict’s and De La Salle colleges 
will be felicitated.

The felicitation ceremony will be 
held at the Western Province Cricket 
Association auditorium on September 
17, commencing 3.30 pm. (AN) 

Goodbye India, hello IPL: Dhoni set to ‘rule roost’ in UAE
New Delhi, tueSDAy: India’s 

Mahendra Singh Dhoni may 
have signed off from interna-
tional duties but he’ll be at the 
heart of the action in the Indian 
Premier League -- a tournament 
he helped inspire, and where he 
remains a towering figure.

Dhoni, who has led the Chen-
nai Super Kings to three titles 
and five runner-up finishes in 
the IPL’s 12 editions, will fea-
ture in the opening match on 
Saturday against the Mumbai 
Indians, the defending champi-
ons. The game comes more 

than a year after the 39-year-old 
last played for India in their 
semi-final loss to New Zealand 
in the 2019 World Cup.

After much speculation, the 
wicketkeeper-batsman finally 
announced the end of his 
16-year international career last 
month.

And without the pressure of 
having to play well to keep his 
place in the national team, the 
flamboyant Dhoni is expected 
to shine in UAE, the IPL’s tem-
porary home as India battles a 
rampant coronavirus problem.

“He is very fit and I believe 
he is working very hard on it. 
Plus he has stopped playing 
international cricket so there 
will be less burden on his 
body,” Saba Karim, another 
former India wicketkeeper, 
told AFP.

“Global cricket still needs an 
icon like MS Dhoni to contin-
ue.”

Dhoni’s captaincy began with 
India winning the inaugural 
T20 World Cup title in 2007, a 
success that triggered the birth 
of the IPL -- the world’s most 

popular and richest cricket 
league -- a year later.

“Dhoni played an instrumen-
tal role in kick-starting the IPL 
because of the way he brought a 
different dimension to the 
shorter format of the game 
because of his aggressive side 
with the willow,” Karim said.

“Also with his calm exterior 
behind the stumps.”

Dhoni, once hailed as the 
world’s best finisher, has played 
190 IPL matches, scoring 4,432 
runs including 23 half-centu-
ries.

An exemplary leader with 
fast glovework, Dhoni has made 
Chennai one of IPL’s most 
loved franchises with almost 
200,000 people following the 
team’s fan club on Twitter.

Chennai chief executive Kasi 
Viswanathan says Dhoni 
remains key to the team’s plans 
and they expect him to keep 
playing till the 2022 edition.

The team has been under 
scrutiny after arriving in the 
UAE last month with two play-
ers testing positive for the coro-
navirus. AfP

Felicitation for Colombo 
North school cricketers

Sports Editor :  011 242 9223                                      Fax : +941122343694      e mail : sports.dailynews@lakehouse.lk

w e d N e s d a y ,  s e p T e m B e r  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0 page
 16

Printed and Published by The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., at No. 35, D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10, on Wednesday, September 16, 2020



page

17
wednesday, september 16, 2020

Dinesh perera

Inland Revenue Collection 
has grown by 13 percent and 
crossed the Rs 1 trillion 
mark in 2019. Revenue col-
lection for the year of 2019 
was Rs. 1.025 trillion while 
in 2018 it was Rs. 900.30 
billion.

Inland Revenue’s collec-
tion is now 6.83 percent of 
GDP rising from 6.27 per-
cent the year before. Of the 
Rs 105 billion collected in 
Nation Building Tax Rs 34 
billion were remitted to the 
provincial council system. 
Rs 14 billion collected in 
Stamp Duty were remitted to 
the provincial council sys-
tem. Figures were made 
available to the public in the 
annual performance review 
of the Inland Revenue 

Department to the Parlia-
ment of Sri Lanka.

The total number of regis-
tered taxpayers in 2019 was 
1.7 million. There are 1.5 
million income taxpayers 
with 1.1 million people com-
ing through the PAYE 
scheme. There are 56,460 

registered companies paying 
tax.

The cost of collecting tax 
has risen from Rs 4.13 bil-
lion in 2018 to Rs 4.53 bil-
lion in 2019. The IRD has, 
however, become more effi-
cient as the cost of collection 
per Rs 100 has however 

reduced from Rs 0.46 to Rs 
0.44. Sri Lanka is looking to 
have a 60:40 split on direct 
and indirect tax with the cur-
rent ratio being close to 
20:80.  E-filing of tax 
returns introduced in 2017 
remains less than 5 per cent 
of total tax returns.       

 Inland revenue crosses 
Rs 1 tn mark in 2019

First Capital Research in 
their mid-year outlook 
report says that the GDP 
growth would record the 
steepest contraction at 
-5.8% for 2020 while the 
growth may continue to be 
a struggle at 2.8% in 2021.

 “GDP growth may con-
tinue to be a struggle 
though at 2.8% in 2021,” 
the report said.

Higher budget deficits 
may continue through 2020 
to 2021 as well. Potentially 
high budget deficits are 
likely to push the rupee 
debt borrowing requirement 
higher for 2020 and 2021. 

Trade deficit may also 
grow wider towards 
1H2021 amid the possible 
rise in consumer demand 
possibly leading to a high 
level of consumer imports 
pressuring the foreign 
reserves and the rupee.

First Capital Research 
expects the Government to 
raise about USD 5 billion 
for 2020 compared to USD 
6 billion Foreign Currency 
Repayments. It is estimated 

that out of the USD 5 bil-
lion likely to be raised for 
2020, the Government has 
already raised or secured 
USD 2.4Bn during the first 
7 months of 2020.

With an extended period 
of low interest rates and 
the attractive valuations 
amidst the significant 
decline in the market, has 
made equity investments a 
viable alternative invest-
ment product which is 
capable of providing 
healthy returns. As a result 
we have observed a steep 
inflow of fresh funds into 
the market from retail and 
high net worth individuals.

“With business activity 
expected to gradually pick 
up and accelerate towards 
next year, investors are 
likely to be positive on the 
recovery of profitability 
towards 2021end. We 
believe that bulk of the 
earnings dip is already fac-
tored into the market and 
thereby assessing the earn-
ings recovery for 2021 and 
evaluating businesses on 

forward earnings makes 
more sense as an investor. 
In line with the thinking, 
we expect stronger market 
returns during 2020, main-
taining our upgraded mar-
ket fair value range at 
5,200-5,600 (as per Jul’20 
update). 

Below the range inves-
tors could continue to 
accumulate. However, in 
case of the index being 
above the range, investors 

need to consider the 
expected duration of 
investment or return before 
considering reducing expo-
sure.

With possible interest 
rate and currency shocks 
on the cards, despite the 
acceleration in recovery of 
business activity, we 
expect 2021 market returns 
to be limited to 10%, as we 
target the ASPI to have a 
fair value of 5,800-6,200.

 ‘GDP growth may continue to struggle at 2.8% in 2021’

Price competition among non-life 
insurers in Sri Lanka is likely to 
intensify as a ban on auto imports and 
an economic downturn hinder premi-
um growth, Fitch Ratings says.

 Fitch believes that new business 
premiums from motor insurance - 
which accounted for around 60% of 
the non-life insurance industry’s gross 
premiums - will contract in 2020 with 
the reduction in new vehicle registra-
tions. We believe the release of the 
limited new-vehicle stocks into the 
market will be insufficient to offset 
the contraction in new business pre-
miums. In addition, some policyhold-
ers are switching to third-party insur-
ance from comprehensive coverage 
and allowing policies to lapse due to 
the economic stress caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, which will 
impede non-life insurers’ business 
growth.

 Total non-life premiums and pre-

miums from motor insurance fell by 
8% and 4% yoy, respectively in 1H20, 
data from the Insurance Regulatory 
Commission of Sri Lanka (IRCSL) 
showed.

Growth in the industry’s motor pre-
miums slowed to 2% in 2019 from 
16% in 2016 due to the government’s 
efforts to limit the outflow of foreign 
exchange by curtailing vehicle 
imports. 

The recent ban on auto imports 
came in the wake of the pandemic as 
the government tried to control cur-
rency depreciation by supporting for-
eign-currency reserves. Policymakers 
have recently indicated that this ban 
may continue at least over the near 
term given the economic stress caused 
by the pandemic.

 The sluggish market growth will 
exacerbate competition among insur-
ers. Underwriting profitability in Sri 
Lanka’s non-life industry has been 

dragged down by high price competi-
tion and the industry’s combined ratio 
has been above 100% in recent years. 
We also expect the industry claims 
ratio for non-motor lines to remain 
high until insurers achieve meaningful 
growth in the non-motor premium 
base. The three-year average claims 
ratio for non-motor lines was 77%, 
higher than the 61% for motor insur-
ance business, which is generally 
aided by benefits from economies of 
scale.

 Fitch expects the constrained top-
line growth, potential amplification of 
price competition as well as lower 
investment returns to put pressure on 
non-life insurers’ earnings, which will 
be softened by the temporary reduc-
tion in claims during the lockdown 
period, particularly from motor insur-
ance. Insurers’ regulatory capital posi-
tions could also come under pressure 
from potential stress in earnings. 

 ‘Price competition among non-life insurers to rise’

With Sri Lankan businesses 
having clarity on the general poli-
cy direction of the government, 
September may see the economy 
continuing to recover, ICRA 
Lanka says in their Monthly Eco-
nomic Update.

Consumers likely to experience 
further increase in food prices 
amid persistent supply disrup-
tions and import controls.  

Non-food inflation is yet to pick-
up; hence the headline inflation 
will continue to be mild. Given 
the liquidity buildup and the 
CBSL’s decision to maintain poli-
cy rates, the short-term rates are 
expected to move in a tighter 
margin. However, long-term rates 
still have space to adjust down-
wards.

 For September and October, 
USD 2.1 billion forex payments 
are pending, which are likely to be 
financed out of official reserves. 
To strengthen the reserve posi-
tion, the CBSL may be a net buyer 
of forex and likely to hold a SLDB 
auction. Commodity prices are 
expected to rise benefiting the 
export-oriented industries while 
hurting import dependent sectors. 

The reports points out that both 
exports and worker remittances 
continued to recover and recorded 
the highest year-to-date values in 
July, however, the total aggregate 
figures of January to July period 
are still lower than that of the last 
year. Remittances marked USD 
702 million merchandise exports 
crossed USD 1 billion. Export 
earnings were driven by 

personal protective equipment 
such as face masks, cash crops; 
tea, coconut, rubber and related 
products, and some perennial 
crops; cinnamon and pepper. 

Meanwhile the imports declined 
25% (Y-o-Y) USD 1,294 million. 
In August, the merchandise 
exports fell 8.8% to USD 948 mil-
lion mainly on account of drop in 
apparel and tea exports. 

The Real Effective Exchange 
Rate index which measures the 
external competitiveness of the 
country, declined to 92.29 in July 
from 92.72 a month earlier. 

The official reserve position 
strengthened by USD 345 million 
to USD 7.4 billion in August.  For 
September and October USD 2.1 
billlion forex obligations including 
the ISBs maturing in October are 
pending.

 In August, the net FX purchas-
es amounted to USD 93 million 
amid import controls. 

Wages made a further recovery 
in July on account of wage growth 
recorded in Agriculture and Ser-
vices sectors but continued to 
remain under the inflation rate. 
These increments were a result of 
lower base prevailed during July 
2019 due to subdued performance 
of Services sector post Easter 
Attacks and drought condition.

Manufacturing sector contin-
ued to expand in July, helped by 
the favorable performance of the 
merchandise exports. However, 
certain industries were affected 
by the import restrictions. 

The manufacturers cut produc-
tion in line with the slowdown in 
new orders while building raw 
material inventories amidst expec-
tations of higher global input pric-
es. New hires continued. Crude oil 
prices recovered further. 

Accordingly, Lanka’s import bill 
may see an incremental rise in 
value in the coming month despite 
the import controls.

 Economy to continue recovery
 in September -ICRA Lanka

Sri Lanka’s external sector recovered 
further in July 2020 supported by an 
increase in merchandise exports and 
increased workers’ remittances amid 
reduced merchandise imports. 

Several notable achievements were 
observed in spite of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Earnings from merchandise 
exports surpassed US dollars 1 billion in 
July for the first time since January 2020 
and recorded a positive year-on-year 
growth for the first time since February 
2020. 

As expected, merchandise imports 
remained subdued with the continuation 
of restrictions imposed on the importation 
of non essential goods. 

A substantial increase was observed in 
workers’ remittances in July 2020, 
recording the highest amount of monthly 
remittances since January 2018. Mean-
while, the level of gross official reserves 
of the country increased to US dollars 7.1 
billion by end July 2020 with the receipt 
of the SAARC Finance swap facility 
from the Reserve Bank of India. 

Net inflows to the domestic foreign 

exchange market eased the pressure on 
the exchange rate and enabled the Central 
Bank to absorb foreign exchange on a net 
basis to build up gross official reserves. 
Foreign outflows from the government 
securities market and the Colombo Stock 
Exchange (CSE) continued during the 
month, though at relatively low levels. 

The deficit in the trade account nar-
rowed by US dollars 509 million in 
July2020 to US dollars 209 million, from 
US dollars 717 million in July2019, as 
exports increased while imports recorded 
a decline.

Earnings from merchandise exports 
continued to increase to US dollars 
1,085million in July 2020 From US dol-
lars 894 million that was recorded in June 
2020, with the gradual recovery of both 
domestic and global supply and demand 
chains and efforts by the government to 
support the export industries. 

On a year-on-year basis, earnings from 
merchandise exports recorded a growth of 
8.7 per cent in July 2020. Earnings from 
agricultural exports increased significant-
ly in July 2020 on a year-on-year basis. 

Except unmanufactured tobacco and sea-
food, all subcategories of agricultural 
exports recorded increases. Earnings from 
tea recorded a growth for the second con-
secutive month in July 2020, with higher 
average export prices and volumes, com-
pared to July 2019.

Industrial exports recorded a growth in 
July 2020, year-on-year, for the first time 
since February 2020.

The year-on-year declining trend 
observed in expenditure on merchandise 
imports since March 2020 continued in 
July 2020 as well, recording a decline of 
24.6 per cent, to US dollars 1,294 mil-
lion. The expenditure on intermediate 
goods imports declined in July 2020, 
year-on-year, led by fuel imports 
(-36.3%) and the importation of textiles 
and textile articles (-20.7%). 

The expenditure on investment goods 
declined notably, with decline in all sub 
categories in July 2020, on a year-on-year 
basis, resulting from the restrictions 
imposed by the government to curtail 
import expenditure.

The expenditure on consumer goods 
declined led by non-food consumer goods 
imports, although the expenditure on food 
and beverages increased.

Sri Lanka’s external sector recovers further in July

A meeting between the Ambassador of Japan Akira Sugiyama and State 
Minister of Aviation and Export Zones Development D. V. Chanaka was held 
at the ministry at the World Trade Center yesterday. Among the many fields 
that were discussed were fast tracking the development of Terminal 2 at BIA 
Katunayake, increasing Japanese investments in Sri Lanka and exporting Sri 
Lankan products through air. Secretary of the Ministry Madhava Devasurendra 
also participated in the event.

With the receipt of the SAARC 
Finance swap facility of US dollars 400 
million from the Reserve Bank of India, 
the level of gross official reserves 
increased to US dollars 7.1 billion as at 
end July2020, which was sufficient to 
cover 4.8 months of imports.

 Total foreign assets, which consist of 
gross official reserves and foreign assets 
of the banking sector, amounted to US 
dollars 10 billion at end July 2020, pro-
viding an import cover of 6.8months. 

The Sri Lankan rupee, which continued 
to appreciate in mid-April 2020, main-
tained the momentum during July 2020 
as well and recorded a marginal appreci-
ation of 0.3% during the month. 

The sharp appreciation of the rupee 
against the US dollar since mid-April 
led to limit the overall depreciation of 
the rupee thus far during the year up to 
September 14, 2020 to 1.6%. The Cen-
tral Bank continued to intervene in the 
domestic foreign exchange market with 

a view to building up the level of gross 
official reserves.   During the year up to 
end August 2020, the Central Bank 
absorbed US dollars 200.4 million, on a 
net basis.  Meanwhile, workers’ remit-
tances continued to increase, recording a 
growth of 12.2% in July 2020, year-on-
year, to US dollars 702 million. A sub-
stantial increase was observed in work-
ers’ remittances in July 2020, recording 
the highest amount of monthly remit-
tances since January 2018. 

 Virus restrictions 
threaten economic 

recovery

 Japanese Ambassador meets Minister Chanaka

 Gross official reserves up to USD 7.1 bn      

GDP takes                
a grind in 
2020 to an 
all-time low

Developing economies 
in Asia will contract in 
2020, the first such down-
turn in nearly 60 years, 
the Asian Development 
Bank said Tuesday in an 
update to its forecasts.

The update of the 
ADB’s outlook estimates 
the regional economy will 
contract 0.7% this year, 
recovering to 6.8% 
growth in 2021.  Condi-
tions could deteriorate 
further, however, if the 
coronavirus pandemic 
worsens significantly, the 
regional lender said. The 
6.1% growth for China’s 
economy in 2019 was the 
slowest pace in decades.

Asia’s status as a pro-
duction base for many 
medical products, digital 
devices and optical equip-
ment helped to cushion 
the blow to trade from the 
pandemic downturn, the 
report noted. 

Nonetheless, the down-
turn is the worst since the 
early 1960s, the report 
said. “This has set back 
efforts to life hundreds of 
millions of people in our 
region out of poverty,” 
said the ADB’s chief econ-
omist, Yasuyuki Sawada.

Yasuyuki Sawada



A.SPEN.HOT.HOLD. 77,275 18.60  18.80  19.00  18.70  18.90  0.30 
ABANS 1,938 90.20  90.20  95.00  90.10  93.70  3.50 
ACCESS ENG SL 1,456,154 23.80  24.00  24.00  23.40  23.60  (0.20)
ACL XD 147,838 48.70  49.00  49.20  48.20  48.60  (0.10)
ACL PLASTICS 22,552 171.50  171.50  173.90  171.00  172.00  0.50 
ACME 31,337 4.20  4.50  4.50  4.30  4.30  0.10 
AGALAWATTE 25 17.60  17.80  17.80  17.80  17.60  0.00 
AHOT PROPERTIES 1,597 34.00  33.90  34.00  33.90  33.90  (0.10)
AITKEN SPENCE 70,499 35.70  35.70  36.00  35.50  35.50  (0.20)
ALLIANCE 5,145 47.50  47.00  47.00  45.80  46.10  (1.40)
AMANA BANK 312,271 2.90  2.90  3.00  2.80  2.90  0.00 
AMAYA LEISURE 1,267 30.00  29.90  33.50  29.90  31.00  1.00 
ASIA ASSET 189,423 7.80  7.90  7.90  7.80  7.90  0.10 
ASIRI 92,145 21.30  21.30  21.50  21.00  21.30  0.00 
ASIRI SURG 44,996 10.90  11.00  11.20  10.80  11.10  0.20 
AUTODROME 1,034 70.70  74.30  74.30  72.00  72.10  1.40 
BAIRAHA FARMS 19,813 100.50  100.00  101.50  100.00  100.50  0.00 
BALANGODA 42,511 13.40  13.50  14.10  13.40  13.50  0.10 
BUKIT DARAH 460 185.00  185.00  190.00  185.00  190.00  5.00 
C M HOLDINGS 3,107 58.90  59.90  60.00  58.90  60.00  1.10 
C T HOLDINGS 194 147.30  152.00  152.00  152.00  152.00  4.70 
CARGILLS XD 23,501 188.00  188.00  188.00  185.00  186.00  (2.00)
CARGO BOAT 58 52.10  52.50  52.50  52.00  52.10  0.00 
CARSONS 200 193.60  193.60  193.60  193.60  193.60  0.00 
CDB 8 85.00  85.00  85.00  85.00  85.00  0.00 
CDB (CDB.X0000) 2,215 61.60  62.00  62.00  60.00  60.60  (1.00)
CENTRAL FINANCE 175,836 75.00  75.30  75.30  75.00  75.10  0.10 
CENTRAL IND. 47,600 58.00  58.00  58.20  57.50  57.50  (0.50)
CEYLINCO INS. (CINS.X0000) 20 789.90  810.00  810.00  810.00  789.90  0.00 
CEYLON GUARDIAN 1 84.80  87.90  87.90  87.90  84.80  0.00 
CEYLON INV. 17,332 49.20  47.50  49.90  47.50  48.00  (1.20)
CEYLON TOBACCO 19,802 945.70  950.00  950.00  945.00  945.20  (0.50)
CHEMANEX 3,545 62.80  63.00  64.40  60.10  60.20  (2.60)
CHEVRON 163,063 81.10  81.00  82.00  80.00  81.10  0.00 
CIC 136,448 88.70  90.00  90.00  87.70  87.90  (0.80)
CIC (CIC.X0000) 146,466 66.50  67.00  67.50  63.50  65.60  (0.90)
CITRUS LEISURE 110,904 10.30  10.50  10.50  10.00  10.10  (0.20)
COLD STORES 133,416 650.00  650.00  670.00  645.50  650.00  0.00 
COLOMBO CITY 37 758.10  758.00  758.20  758.00  758.10  0.00 
COLOMBO LAND 318,495 25.70  26.00  27.00  26.00  26.10  0.40 
COMMERCIAL BANK 1,496,356 79.30  79.50  79.50  78.40  78.60  (0.70)
COMMERCIAL BANK (COMB.X0000) 184,809 68.60  68.80  69.00  67.70  68.90  0.30 
CONVENIENCE FOOD 108 625.00  630.40  630.40  610.00  615.50  (9.50)
DANKOTUWA PORCEL 2,212,989 7.50  7.60  9.00  7.50  8.50  1.00 
DFCC BANK PLC 728,113 67.80  67.80  68.00  67.00  67.80  0.00 
DIALOG 199,624 11.30  11.40  11.40  11.20  11.20  (0.10)
DIMO 231 294.90  290.00  299.00  290.00  298.70  3.80 
DIPPED PRODUCTS 297,495 192.50  193.00  199.80  193.00  198.30  5.80 
DOCKYARD 22,034 64.60  64.80  65.50  64.60  65.20  0.60 
DOLPHIN HOTELS 21,500 22.10  24.00  25.00  23.00  23.00  0.90 
DURDANS XD 539 90.00  90.00  90.00  90.00  90.00  0.00 
DURDANS (CHL.X0000) XD 563 80.00  80.00  80.00  80.00  80.00  0.00 
E B CREASY 13 1,000.30  1,050.00  1,050.00  1,000.00  1,000.30  0.00 
EAST WEST 487,555 12.20  12.50  12.70  12.00  12.40  0.20 
EASTERN MERCHANT 325,849 5.50  5.50  6.40  5.30  6.10  0.60 
EXPOLANKA 45,224,875 7.60  8.10  10.00  8.00  9.30  1.70 
FIRST CAPITAL 57,412 62.00  62.00  62.40  61.10  61.50  (0.50)
FORT LAND 44,092 9.80  9.80  9.80  9.70  9.70  (0.10)
GESTETNER 1,020 86.70  88.00  88.00  84.20  84.20  (2.50)
GRAIN ELEVATORS 209,526 70.00  71.00  71.30  69.00  69.90  (0.10)
HAYCARB 90,710 300.10  305.00  325.00  305.00  319.60  19.50 
HAYLEYS 123,580 213.60  214.40  230.00  214.40  227.10  13.50 
HAYLEYS FABRIC 5,672,311 17.50  17.40  18.40  17.40  18.30  0.80 
HAYLEYS FIBRE 29,834 117.80  118.50  118.50  116.00  117.00  (0.80)
HDFC 10,753 33.70  33.50  34.10  32.50  32.90  (0.80)
HEMAS HOLDINGS 1,325,364 65.10  67.00  68.00  66.50  66.70  1.60 
HNB 320,195 122.70  123.00  123.30  121.70  122.50  (0.20)
HNB ASSURANCE 4,850 135.00  135.20  135.20  134.50  134.50  (0.50)
HNB (HNB.X0000) 159,158 89.60  90.10  91.00  89.10  90.00  0.40 
HORANA 7,500 20.60  21.00  21.00  20.00  20.10  (0.50)
HUNTERS 8 400.10  400.10  400.10  400.10  400.10  0.00 
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. 6,373,844 0.20  0.30  0.30  0.20  0.30  0.10 
JANASHAKTHI INS. 313,532 30.70  30.90  31.50  30.60  30.90  0.20 
JKH 6,455,750 135.80  136.00  137.20  135.00  136.80  1.00 
KAHAWATTE 3,000 34.20  34.20  34.20  34.00  34.00  (0.20)
KANDY HOTELS 3,838 4.80  4.80  4.90  4.80  4.80  0.00 
KEGALLE 25,421 68.00  68.00  71.90  68.00  71.00  3.00 
KELANI CABLES 3,557 87.90  88.00  88.00  85.90  87.80  (0.10)
KELANI TYRES 1,237,921 74.20  74.60  79.00  74.50  77.50  3.30 
KELANI VALLEY 36,049 72.10  72.50  73.00  72.10  72.50  0.40 
KELSEY 100 34.80  29.80  29.80  29.70  29.70  (5.10)
KINGSBURY 56,288 10.20  10.20  10.40  10.00  10.20  0.00 
KOTAGALA 109,665 7.70  7.70  7.70  7.50  7.60  (0.10)
L O L C HOLDINGS 306,229 137.50  137.50  138.50  134.90  135.40  (2.10)
LANKA ALUMINIUM 1,200 61.20  60.00  60.00  60.00  60.00  (1.20)
LANKA ASHOK 6 693.30  689.80  689.80  689.80  693.30  0.00 
LANKA HOSPITALS 29,925 39.00  39.00  39.50  38.00  38.10  (0.90)
LANKA IOC 805,772 18.10  18.50  18.90  18.10  18.30  0.20 
LANKA REALTY 6,721 35.90  35.90  35.90  35.00  35.00  (0.90)
LANKA TILES 48,727 80.10  81.30  83.00  80.10  82.80  2.70 
LANKA VENTURES 2,469 48.00  48.00  48.00  46.80  46.90  (1.10)
LANKA WALLTILE 236,759 72.10  72.10  74.30  71.30  72.90  0.80 
LANKEM DEV. 761,839 5.20  5.20  5.30  5.00  5.10  (0.10)
LAUGFS GAS 26,432 15.30  15.40  15.80  15.30  15.70  0.40 
LAUGFS GAS (LGL.X0000) 242,797 11.00  11.00  12.00  11.00  11.90  0.90 
LAXAPANA 15,295 15.60  15.50  15.50  15.50  15.50  (0.10)
LB FINANCE 38,418 137.00  137.00  137.00  136.00  137.00  0.00 
LEE HEDGES 2,433 74.30  78.90  80.00  78.90  79.10  4.80 
LION  BREWERY XD 147 559.50  560.00  560.00  545.00  559.80  0.30 
LMF 181,734 95.00  97.00  98.90  96.20  98.60  3.60 
LVL ENERGY 143,420 8.20  8.10  8.20  8.00  8.00  (0.20)
MALWATTE 53,433 10.40  10.40  10.70  10.40  10.60  0.20 
MALWATTE (MAL.X0000) 72,762 8.10  8.20  8.20  8.10  8.20  0.10 
MELSTACORP 2,293,745 32.00  31.50  31.50  30.60  31.20  (0.80)
MERC. SHIPPING 1,471 48.00  48.80  57.90  48.80  51.10  3.10 
MERCHANT BANK 58,862 7.60  7.70  7.80  7.50  7.70  0.10 
MULLERS 82,145 0.90  0.90  0.90  0.80  0.90  0.00 
NAMUNUKULA 16,641 120.10  120.10  127.00  120.00  125.90  5.80 
NAT. DEV. BANK 105,281 84.80  85.00  85.30  84.30  85.00  0.20 
NATION LANKA 84,451 0.80  0.80  0.80  0.70  0.80  0.00 
NATIONS TRUST 249,465 61.00  61.10  61.80  60.90  61.00  0.00 
NAWALOKA 153,216 3.90  4.00  4.00  3.60  3.60  (0.30)
NESTLE 131 1,090.00  1,090.00  1,090.00  1,090.00  1,090.00  0.00 
OVERSEAS REALTY 515,801 13.70  13.90  14.50  13.90  14.20  0.50 
PAN ASIA 235,038 12.80  12.90  13.10  12.80  13.00  0.20 
PANASIAN POWER 226,626 3.80  3.80  3.80  3.70  3.80  0.00 
PEOPLE’S INS 29,654 23.50  23.70  23.70  23.40  23.50  0.00 
PEOPLES LEASING 722,010 12.20  12.10  12.30  12.00  12.20  0.00 
PIRAMAL GLASS 3,108,727 4.10  4.10  4.10  4.00  4.00  (0.10)
PRINTCARE PLC 1,457 29.50  29.90  30.40  29.90  29.90  0.40 
R I L PROPERTY 2,538,524 5.80  5.80  6.20  5.80  5.90  0.10 
RADIANT GEMS 4,831 22.00  22.00  23.10  22.00  22.40  0.40 
REGNIS 111,526 85.50  86.60  92.50  86.60  90.30  4.80 
RENUKA AGRI 16,866,050 3.50  3.60  4.00  3.60  3.80  0.30 
RENUKA CITY HOT. 28 200.50  205.00  205.00  200.00  200.50  0.00 
RENUKA FOODS 254,685 16.50  17.30  17.30  16.50  16.80  0.30 
RENUKA FOODS (COCO.X0000) 181,107 12.00  12.50  13.50  12.50  13.00  1.00 
RENUKA HOLDINGS 224,240 17.70  17.60  18.00  17.60  17.70  0.00 
RENUKA HOLDINGS (RHL.X0000) 57,668 11.90  12.00  12.60  12.00  12.60  0.70 
RESUS ENERGY 3,440 28.10  28.00  28.10  28.00  28.00  (0.10)
RICHARD PIERIS 5,055,135 12.00  12.20  14.00  12.20  13.90  1.90 
ROYAL CERAMIC 336,714 89.90  90.00  94.40  90.00  93.10  3.20 
S M B LEASING 728,716 0.40  0.50  0.50  0.40  0.40  0.00 
S M B LEASING (SEMB.X0000) 6,000 0.20  0.20  0.20  0.20  0.20  0.00 
SAMPATH 787,721 126.40  127.00  127.90  125.50  126.00  (0.40)
SAMSON INTERNAT. 385 85.40  81.00  86.50  80.90  83.90  (1.50)
SANASA DEV. BANK 17,948 52.80  52.80  53.00  51.90  52.10  (0.70)
SEYLAN BANK 141,968 47.00  47.00  47.00  46.50  46.50  (0.50)
SEYLAN BANK (SEYB.X0000) 384,775 32.30  32.50  32.50  31.50  32.10  (0.20)
SEYLAN DEVTS 209,211 11.90  11.80  12.30  11.80  12.20  0.30 
SIERRA  CABL 3,674,175 3.80  3.90  4.00  3.80  3.90  0.10 
SIGIRIYA VILLAGE 6,421 29.80  29.10  30.30  29.00  30.00  0.20 
SINGER FINANCE 126,707 13.70  13.30  13.70  13.20  13.50  (0.20)
SLT 17,930 30.20  30.30  30.50  30.30  30.40  0.20 
SUNSHINE HOLDING 62,024 53.10  53.50  54.00  53.00  53.80  0.70 
SWISSTEK 56,201 46.10  46.60  46.60  45.00  45.40  (0.70)
TALAWAKELLE 84,457 59.20  60.00  64.00  60.00  62.10  2.90 
TEA SMALLHOLDER 8,204 35.40  35.70  36.40  35.70  36.40  1.00 
TEEJAY LANKA 1,141,053 31.40  31.70  32.90  31.70  32.50  1.10 
THREE ACRE FARMS 153,680 117.10  119.50  120.50  118.10  120.00  2.90 

TOKYO CEMENT 1,341,630 46.60  46.80  48.70  46.70  47.90  1.30 
TOKYO CEMENT (TKYO.X0000) 1,300,122 38.00  38.40  38.90  37.70  38.60  0.60 
UNION BANK 692,584 10.30  10.30  10.50  10.20  10.30  0.00 
UNISYST 33,539 14.70  15.00  15.00  14.00  14.60  (0.10)
UNITED MOTORS 2,446 51.00  51.30  51.30  51.00  51.00  0.00 
VALLIBEL 328,934 6.90  6.90  7.00  6.80  6.90  0.00 
VALLIBEL FINANCE 39,315 57.50  58.00  58.00  57.00  57.10  (0.40)
VIDULLANKA 42,650 5.40  5.40  5.40  5.40  5.40  0.00 
WATAWALA 170,840 32.30  32.90  32.90  31.00  32.00  (0.30)
YORK ARCADE 701 70.00  70.00  75.00  70.00  70.00  0.00 

SECOND BOARD

ABANS FINANCIAL 1,273 22.20  22.10  22.10  19.50  21.00  (1.20)
AMBEON CAPITAL 342,377 4.50  4.50  4.90  4.50  4.80  0.30 
ASIA CAPITAL 15,066 6.30  6.30  6.40  6.30  6.30  0.00 
BROWNS BEACH 1,736 11.10  11.20  11.20  11.00  11.10  0.00 
COMM LEASE & FIN 20,840 3.40  3.40  3.50  3.40  3.50  0.10 
DISTILLERIES 2,459,599 16.50  16.50  17.80  16.40  17.50  1.00 
INDO MALAY 1 1,050.40  907.00  907.00  907.00  1,050.40  0.00 
KOTMALE HOLDINGS 1 183.00  176.00  176.00  176.00  183.00  0.00 
LOLC DEV FINANCE 29 34.50  39.90  39.90  39.90  34.50  0.00 
LOLC FINANCE 209,342 3.50  3.60  3.70  3.50  3.50  0.00 
MADULSIMA 88,046 9.90  9.50  9.80  9.40  9.60  (0.30)
ODEL PLC 1,865 20.00  20.30  20.60  20.30  20.60  0.60 
PDL 1,801 149.70  142.00  148.60  140.00  140.20  (9.50)
SELINSING 4 699.90  700.00  700.00  700.00  699.90  0.00 
SINGER SRI LANKA 238,388 42.90  42.00  43.40  40.50  42.40  (0.50)
TRADE FINANCE 2,042 53.50  57.00  57.00  48.10  51.20  (2.30)

DIRI SAVI BOARD

AGSTAR PLC 126,742 6.50  6.70  6.70  6.20  6.30  (0.20)
ALUMEX PLC 738,486 15.00  15.10  15.50  14.50  15.30  0.30 
AMANA LIFE 2,000 9.70  9.30  9.60  9.00  9.00  (0.70)
AMANA TAKAFUL 453,447 9.00  9.00  10.50  9.00  10.40  1.40 
AMBEON HOLDINGS 1,137,691 13.50  13.60  14.80  13.60  14.50  1.00 
AMF CO LTD 101 347.20  347.20  347.20  347.00  347.00  (0.20)
ANILANA HOTELS 32,310 1.10  1.10  1.10  1.00  1.00  (0.10)
ARPICO INSURANCE 614 21.60  21.70  21.70  21.50  21.50  (0.10)
ASIA SIYAKA 2,847,080 3.00  3.00  3.20  3.00  3.00  0.00 
BANSEI RESORTS 104,212 9.00  9.00  9.00  8.00  8.20  (0.80)
BERUWALA RESORTS 40,000 0.80  0.80  0.80  0.80  0.80  0.00 
BIMPUTH FINANCE 19,416 8.70  8.90  8.90  8.60  8.70  0.00 
BOGALA GRAPHITE 24,893 18.00  18.50  19.30  18.30  18.30  0.30 
BOGAWANTALAWA 1,454 14.00  14.00  14.10  13.50  14.10  0.10 
BPPL HOLDINGS 186,651 11.70  12.00  12.00  11.70  11.90  0.20 
BROWNS 24,041 66.50  66.80  66.80  65.00  65.00  (1.50)
BROWNS INVSTMNTS 10,798,730 2.60  2.60  2.70  2.60  2.60  0.00 
C T LAND 8,555 27.50  27.00  28.00  26.90  28.00  0.50 
C.W.MACKIE 5 43.90  42.30  42.30  42.30  43.90  0.00 
CEYLON TEA BRKRS 331,369 3.50  3.40  3.50  3.30  3.40  (0.10)
CFI 96 60.00  58.00  58.00  58.00  60.00  0.00 
CIT 2 57.90  59.20  59.20  59.20  57.90  0.00 
CITRUS HIKKADUWA 65,656 5.70  5.70  5.90  5.70  5.90  0.20 
CITRUS WASKADUWA 189,414 4.20  4.20  4.20  4.10  4.10  (0.10)
COM.CREDIT 16,429 23.00  23.10  23.10  22.80  22.90  (0.10)
COMMERCIAL DEV. 3,809 85.40  85.50  89.50  85.00  85.00  (0.40)
DILMAH CEYLON 9 655.90  665.00  665.00  665.00  655.90  0.00 
E - CHANNELLING 51,882 5.30  5.40  5.60  5.30  5.40  0.10 
EDEN HOTEL LANKA 16,883 11.50  11.50  11.50  11.30  11.30  (0.20)
ELPITIYA 105,361 30.10  30.50  30.50  29.60  30.00  (0.10)
FORTRESS RESORTS 565 10.70  10.90  10.90  10.90  10.90  0.20 
GALADARI 259,143 7.80  7.80  8.40  7.80  8.00  0.20 
GUARDIAN CAPITAL 3,240 29.50  29.20  30.30  27.80  28.00  (1.50)
HAPUGASTENNE 2 19.20  20.00  20.00  20.00  19.20  0.00 
HATTON 27,914 8.80  9.00  9.10  8.90  9.00  0.20 
HNB FINANCE 45,397 5.50  5.50  6.00  5.40  5.60  0.10 
HVA FOODS 276,690 4.10  4.30  4.30  4.00  4.30  0.20 
JETWING SYMPHONY 25,254 9.00  9.00  9.00  9.00  9.00  0.00 
JOHN KEELLS 1,689 46.20  47.00  48.00  47.00  48.00  1.80 
KEELLS FOOD 29,868 103.90  104.00  105.50  102.00  104.90  1.00 
KEELLS HOTELS 147,746 7.60  7.60  7.80  7.60  7.70  0.10 
LANKA CERAMIC 65 99.10  99.00  99.00  99.00  99.10  0.00 
LANKEM CEYLON 15,115 25.00  24.50  26.30  24.50  26.00  1.00 
LAUGFS POWER 1,003,981 4.60  4.60  5.50  4.60  5.40  0.80 
LAUGFS POWER (LPL-X-0000) 1,646,813 3.50  3.60  4.30  3.50  4.30  0.80 
LOTUS HYDRO 82,610 7.10  7.20  7.20  7.00  7.00  (0.10)
MACKWOODS ENERGY 1,589,962 1.80  1.90  2.00  1.80  1.90  0.10 
MAHAWELI COCONUT 11,816 29.10  29.90  29.90  28.50  28.70  (0.40)
MAHAWELI REACH 1,095 14.70  13.90  13.90  13.80  13.90  (0.80)
MARAWILA RESORTS 105,297 1.70  1.70  1.70  1.60  1.70  0.00 
MASKELIYA 60,802 13.60  13.40  13.80  13.40  13.60  0.00 
MILLENNIUM HOUSE 210,761 6.90  7.00  7.10  6.70  6.90  0.00 
NUWARA ELIYA 23 939.70  978.00  978.00  977.00  939.70  0.00 
ON’ALLY 8,986 26.50  26.50  27.50  26.50  27.30  0.80 
ORIENT FINANCE 24,748 9.70  10.00  10.20  9.60  9.60  (0.10)
PALM GARDEN HOTL 2,557 18.50  18.00  18.00  17.90  18.00  (0.50)
PEGASUS HOTELS 271 27.50  28.00  28.00  27.30  27.40  (0.10)
PEOPLE’S MERCH 16,000 8.80  8.70  8.70  8.70  8.70  (0.10)
PRIME FINANCE 93 10.70  11.00  11.00  11.00  10.70  0.00 
RAIGAM SALTERNS 1,129,044 3.60  3.70  3.70  3.50  3.50  (0.10)
RAMBODA FALLS 20 17.00  17.50  17.50  17.50  17.00  0.00 
RENUKA CAPITAL 1,002,142 4.00  4.00  4.30  3.90  4.00  0.00 
RENUKA HOTELS 8 38.20  41.00  41.00  41.00  38.20  0.00 
RICH PIERIS EXP 3,528 260.10  260.90  269.00  260.00  268.80  8.70 
ROYAL PALMS 17,764 14.50  15.00  15.00  14.90  15.00  0.50 
SATHOSA MOTORS 58 234.80  249.80  251.00  233.00  234.80  0.00 
SERENDIB ENG.GRP 74,258 6.20  6.40  6.80  6.30  6.70  0.50 
SERENDIB HOTELS (SHOT.X0000) 758 10.10  10.20  10.30  10.20  10.20  0.10 
SINGER IND. 11 63.00  67.80  67.80  67.40  63.00  0.00 
SINGHE HOSPITALS 13,380 1.90  1.90  1.90  1.90  1.90  0.00 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN 17,994 6.40  6.50  6.80  6.30  6.50  0.10 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN (SFL.P0000) 105,761 5.10  5.00  5.20  5.00  5.00  (0.10)
SOFTLOGIC CAP 71,887 3.70  3.80  3.80  3.60  3.70  0.00 
SOFTLOGIC FIN 16,580 11.40  11.40  11.60  11.40  11.60  0.20 
Softlogic Life 622 33.00  33.80  33.80  32.80  32.80  (0.20)
TAL LANKA 10,540 11.10  11.20  11.30  11.00  11.20  0.10 
TESS AGRO 277,394 0.60  0.50  0.60  0.50  0.60  0.00 
TESS AGRO (TESS.X0000) 16,100 0.40  0.40  0.50  0.40  0.50  0.10 
TRANS ASIA 795 63.00  61.00  67.90  61.00  61.20  (1.80)
UDAPUSSELLAWA 12,047 30.00  31.80  31.80  30.00  30.00  0.00 
UNION ASSURANCE 2,674 306.10  300.00  309.00  300.00  300.00  (6.10)
VALLIBEL ONE 1,510,349 18.20  18.50  19.20  18.30  19.10  0.90 

WATCH LIST

BLUE DIAMONDS 56,103 0.60  0.50  0.60  0.50  0.50  (0.10)
BLUE DIAMONDS (BLUE.X0000) 996 0.30  0.30  0.30  0.30  0.30  0.00 
MULTI FINANCE 1,010 9.40  9.60  9.60  9.60  9.60  0.20 
SOFTLOGIC 1,029,391 11.00  11.20  11.30  11.00  11.30  0.30 

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close
Main Board

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close

 Market Statistics on 15.09.2020
Coconut Products – Prices on 15.09.2020

1. FRESH COCONUT
(a) Market Price: 04th -10th/09/2020 (Source – HARTI) Wholesale 
  Retail

Large Size Rs/Nut 68.00-70.00 70.00-90.00
Small Size Rs/But 62.00-65.00 62.00-75.00

(b)Coconut Development Authority – Colombo Auction 10.09.2020 For 
industry use

Auction Price 62,794.35 T
Nuts Offered 870,288
Nuts Traded 676,707

Next Auction on 17.09.2020 - 10.00 am at Coconut Development 
Authority (3rd Floor), No. 11 Duke Street, Col.01

(c) Coconut Development Authority – Kuliyapitiya Auction – 08/09/2020

Average Price 92-93 T
Nuts Offered 195,481
Nuts Trade 40,281

Next Auction on 13.10.2020 10.00 am at Sanasa building (03rd floor), 
Kuliyapitiya

(d) Locally Traded (Farm-gate price)

 Rs. 1000 Nuts Rs.MT (Husked Ex-Mill)

Kurunegala Dist 52,000-60,000 93,000-96,000
Puttalam Dist 50,000-60,000 94,000-97,000
Gampaha Dist 55,000-60,000 90,000-95,000
Hambantota Dist 60,000-65,000 88,000-89,000

2. COPRA – (Locally Traded) (15.09.2020)
Copra Edible (Rs. /250 Kg) -
M.S. No.1 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 67,500
M.S. No.2 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 57,500
MO – (Milling Ordinary) Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) -

COPRA – (At Colombo Auction)  

Quantity of Copra Offered (Kgs) -
Quantity of Copra Sold  (Kgs) -
M.S. No.1 Copra (Top Price) (Rs./250Kg) -
M.S. No.1 Copra 
Simple average price (Rs./250Kg) - 

M.S. No.1 Copra 
Market price (Rs./250Kg) - 
M.S. No.2 & 3 Copra Simple average price (Rs./250Kg) - 

M.S. No. 2 & 3 Copra 
Market price (Rs./250Kg) -
Next Auction on -  

3. DESICCATED COCONUT 
Fine Sri Lanka (Domestic) (Rs/Kg) 460-470 T
Medium  (Rs/Kg) 460-470 T
Sri Lanka FOB 
(Fine medium,Chips 31/8-06/9/2020) (Rs.Kg) 483.78
4. COCONUT OIL 
Local Wholesale Price (Rs/Mt) 440,000-490,000 N
Philippines (CIF-Rott)
(Oil World) (10/09/2019) (Rs/Mt) 186,197

5. POONAC  (Rs/Mt) 45,000 – 50,000 T

6. MATTRESS FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 900-1,150 T

7. OMAT FIBRE (FAQ) (Rs. /50 Kg) 3,500-4,500 T

8. MIX FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 1,100-1,250 T

9. BRISTLE FIBRE 1 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 5,000-6,000 T

10. BRISTLE FIBRE 2 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 6,500-8,500 T

11. COCONUT HUSKS (08.09.2020)

District Rs/per 1,000 husks 
Puttalam 3,500-4,000
Gampaha 3,500-4,000
Matara 3,500-4,000
Kurunegala 3,500-4,500

Coconut Husks (Moisture is more than 50%) Rs/Kg 5.00
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 40%-50%) Rs/Kg 5.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 30%-40%) Rs/Kg 6.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 20%-30%) Rs/Kg 7.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 10%-20%) Rs/Kg 8.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is less than 10%) Rs/Kg 11.00

12. COCONUT SHELL   
   
(Rs./MT) 16,000-17,000 T

13. COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL (21/08/-27/08/2020) 
(Rs./MT) 77,500.00 T
Moisture 12% Dust 3% 

14. COCONUT EKELS (Rs/MT) 42,000-43,000 T

T – Traded N - Nominal
For Director/Marketing Development and Research: 
Coconut Development Authority

15-09-2020

(1)The average rates of the following currencies quoted by 
commercial banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Transfers (TT) 
at 9.30 a.m. are as follows;

Currency  Buying Rate  Selling Rate

Australian Dollar  131.6258  137.8947
Canadian Dollar  137.3403 142.8832
Euro  215.3014  222.9265
Japanese Yen  1.7081  1.7629
Sterling Pound  233.0656  240.8716
US Dollar  182.1400  186.5400

(2)The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies 
based on previous day’s market weighted average rate for the 
US$ are as follows,

Country Currency Indicative Rate

Bahrain  Bahrain Dinar  488.5330
Kuwait  Kuwait Dinar  602.2844
Oman  Oman Rial  478.4579
Qatar  Qatar Riyal  50.5928
Saudi Arabia  Saudi Arabian Riyal  49.1118
UAE  UAE Dirham  50.1591

(3)The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) and 
the Lowest Prime Rate
(LPR) during the week ended 11-Sep-2020, by all commer-
cial banks was 5.65 percent and 5.40 percent respectively.

(4)The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of commer-
cial banks for the month of August, 2020 was 6.74 percent.
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The 13th Annual General Convoca-

tion of the South Eastern University of 
Sri Lanka (SEUSL) has been slated for 
September 16 and 17 at the Convoca-
tion Hall, South Eastern University of 
Sri Lanka, Oluvil.

The Registrar of University H.Abdul 
Sathar has released the news to the 
effect. The awarding of the degree cer-
tificates will be held as follows, Gradu-
ates of the Faculty of Applied Sciences 
and Faculty of Engineering will be 
awarded their degrees during the 
morning session on September 16. 
During the afternoon session of the 
same day, student of the Faculty of 

Arts and Culture will receive their 
degrees.

The graduation of the Faculty of 
Islamic Studies and Arabic Language 
will take place at 9 am on September 
17, and the graduates of Faculty of 
management and Commerce will 
obtain their degrees during the after-
noon session.

Nine hundred and eighty eight  grad-
uates from the five faculties will receive 
their bachelor degrees. Twenty- two 
postgraduate students will be awarded 
the degree of Master of Business 
Administration (MBA). Three post-
graduate students will receive the Mas-
ter of Arts degree.

Prof. M.A.Careem, Emeritus Profes-
sor of Peradeniya University and 
M.I.M.Ameen, retired senior lecturer 

of the same University will receive 
honorary doctorates.

 SEUSL convocation on September 16 and 17
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news

The PBSS Group was rec-
ognized and awarded as the 
SAP Business One Partner of 
the Year 2019 for the India 
South Sub Continent com-
peting with India, Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka at the 
SAP Partner Award Ceremo-
ny held on September 4, 
2020.  

PBSS won this award for 
acquiring the highest number 
of new sales during the 2019 
financial year. PBSS is the 
Leading SAP Business One 
Gold partner in Sri Lanka 
and this award is another 
endorsement of their excel-
lence.  

The awards recognize top 
partners for their excellence 
in overall sales, innovation, 
technology and services, as 
well as in solution-specific 
areas.  

Winners of the regional 
awards for partner excel-

lence were selected from 
SAP’s wide-ranging partner 
base, and nominations were 
based on SAP’s internal 
sales data. A steering com-
mittee composed of regional 
and global SAP representa-
tives determined the winning 
partners in each category per 
region according to numer-
ous criteria, such as sales 

achievement and perfor-
mance.  

. “The PBSS Group Team 
worked tirelessly to improve 
service standards which paid 
rich dividends to the compa-
ny. The award is a testament 
that the company has main-
tained high service levels 
and quality of delivery,” 
Group Chairman Madura 

Gamanayake said. He added 
that for PBSS, a business 
solutions provider achieving 
such a feat competing with 
India and Bangladesh is not 
an easy task.   

PBSS Group is the one of 
the leading software provid-
ers and the Gold Partner for 
SAP Business One in Sri 
Lanka with over 700+ cus-
tomers. They have completed 
over 100 SAP Business one 
successful implementations 
of ERP systems in Sri Lanka 
and throughout the region.  

PBSS is an ISO certified 
business organization having 
their own product portfolio 
catering to many industries. 
PBSS is today even stronger 
with the integration of Sage 
and SAP Business One solu-
tions including continuous 
research and development in 
creating locally-made, 
world-class products.    

PBSS Group Awarded as SAP Business One Top 
Partner in Indian Subcontinent (South)

The AmCham SL, in partnership with IFS, the 
global enterprise applications company, is pleased to 
announce the launch of the AmCham IFS Premiere 
Series 2020 – a series of exclusive inspirational 
talks by global business leaders and influencers 
aimed at inspiring and motivating top leadership of 
AmCham SL member organisations to navigate and 
succeed in the ‘new normal’.  

This exciting new series is in line with AmCham 
SL’s 2020 corporate strategy to establish a Knowl-
edge Hub of resources for its members to help busi-
nesses recover and thrive during the pandemic. The 
series of talks are scheduled to last 6 months, with 
one talk being aired every Third Thursday of the 
Month from September 2020 to March 2021.  

The first talk, scheduled for September 17 will be 
delivered by Dr. Harley Seyedin on “The role of 
business leaders in sustaining global recovery 
through social responsibility, corporate planning and 
preparation”. Dr. Seyedin, President of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce in South China and 
Allelon Energy, is a renowned international busi-
nessman, humanitarian and philanthropist. He was 
awarded the Oslo Business for Peace Award (togeth-
er with Elon Musk) in 2017. He also has the unique 
distinction of being among less than 20 individuals 
to be awarded the Thomas Jefferson Initiated “Peace 
Through Commerce Medal” by the U.S. Govern-
ment since its inception in 1790, and the only per-
son in history to have been awarded both the Oslo 
Business for Peace Award and the Peace Through 
Commerce Medal. 

Dr. Seyedin will share his expertise on navigating 

and steering businesses sustainably through this vol-
atile business environment with a special emphasis 
on social responsibility and Enterprise Risk Man-
agement.   

This inaugural AmCham IFS Premiere Series talk 
“The role of business leaders in sustaining global 
recovery through social responsibility, corporate 
planning and preparation by Dr. Harley Seyedin will 
be held on September 17 at 5.30pm via Zoom.

AmCham SL  launches new series of events 

IndunIl Hewage

The Colombo Stock Exchange has com-
menced a series of initiatives to develop market 
infrastructure and regulatory framework to  ena-
ble the capital market to  play a significant role 
in the growth trajectory of the economy.

The newly appointed CSE Chairman Dumith 
Fernando says CSE is committed to contribute 
towards the development agenda of the country 
and promote economic growth, and  position  
Sri Lanka as an ideal  investment  destination 
with  tremendous  growth potential.

In an interview with Daily News Business, 
Fernando talks about the current status of the 
capital market, threats , structural challenges 
that have hindered deepening of the capital mar-
ket and many other key aspects.

Following are excerpts of the interview. 

Q: How does it feel being 
appointed the CSE Chairman? 
You have been in this position 
since July, Could you tell us 
how the first month has gone?

 Prior to this appointment, I was on the Board 
of CSE for three years. To me it is coming at  a 
very challenging time , where global capital 
market development  has come to a standstill 
mainly due to COVID-19 pandemic.

 I feel  both excited about the opportunity to  
move with this path and I believe the combined 
synergies between the government , the CSE 
and the Securities and Exchange Commission 
would be a key success factor in the develop-
ment of the Sri Lankan  capital market.

 Again I would say it’s a mix of an excite-
ment and I look  forward to a big challenge. 
Because the  capital  market is not developed  
as it should be compared  to other regional 
peers .

The equity market is only one part of the cap-
ital  market,  but it is probably the face of the 
capital  market at the moment . The opportunity 
is big, not just to grow the equity market, but 
we can try to understand the role that the CSE 
plays in economic  growth  and financial  mar-
ket growth.

Q; In the current context, how 
the capital market is performing  
and what factors have 
contributed to the overall 
performance of the market?

In a nutshell ,the  market has performed well 
since recommenced trading on May 11.  First 
three days,  the market was however sliding 
down a little bit. Trading wise, CSE has seen a 
significant uptick .If you look at last  year’s 
average  daily  turnover, it was Rs. 710 million . 
This year it has reached over Rs 1.3 billion. 

I would say the market is quite strong and it 
has performed quite well. Then the next ques-
tion is that, is  it  over valued now?. The answer 
is absolutely not. It is  going up  because people 
recognize this as a very cheap market .Even 
before the shutdown for COVID-19 , it was one 
of the cheapest among all other peer groups.

That’s why I feel quite optimistic that even 
though over the  last three months quick buyers 
came in and snapped up  shares  particularly  
when the foreigners started selling stocks, 
there’s still good value in this market.   

Q: As the chairman of CSE,  
how are you  going to deal with 
long- term and immediate  
issues ?
 By the end of  2010, the CSE market capital-

ization was 40% of GDP and today we are at 
18% of GDP.

The first challenge is to raise the market capi-
talization of the stock exchange .To this end it is 
essential to get our valuations back up and get 
more companies listed on CSE. This is not just 
about listing companies for sake of getting the 
market cap to GDP number up. The point is we 
want to reposition and make people realize CSE 
is a place where they can actively raise capital; 
the capital that is needed for economic growth 
and  for companies to develop instead of 
depending on bank credit. 

The Second big challenge is to broad base 
the investor base. We want to make sure the 
benefits of the stock market are growing not 
only to foreigners, high net worth individuals 
or institutions here but to as many citizens as 
possible.

Also, expanding the participation in the 
stock market to broaden audience is a   top pri-
ority for us. In this regard, we understand it is 
essential to address three issues, more impor-
tantly, the issue of addressing the   knowledge 
gap through financial literacy.

Moreover people find it difficult to access 
the CSE without a lot of branches around the 
country. To this end, CSE has taken numerous 
measures to make the market more accessible 
to investors across the country by making the 
stock market information more accessible to 
investors using technology thereby    enabling 
internet based trading and making available 
timely  trading and market information 
through  mobile apps.

Another important challenge is to  build  
sold products. Third challenge is to create the 
right perception of the market . To this end , 
CSE is working on  a series of  initiatives  to 
make CSE a  trusted and safe place to  invest  
in.  And  I believe  effective communication 
will  play a vital  role in  realizing these tar-
gets  in a big way.

Over the last five years the number of  client 
complaints has come down  to 70% while the 
number of  referrals that the stock exchange  
has made to the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission  on market  surveillance and irregulari-
ties   has also come down coincidently  by the 
same number by  70%. This shows that things 
are obviously getting better.  But some people 
still  think  of what might’ve happened 10 years 
ago and  still think it’s not a place to invest in .

From a regulatory standpoint, the CSE ranks 

about 25 or 29 among our all markets, so that’s 
a very strong place to be. 

We’ve to communicate these data and make 
sure people understand this as a safe market .So 
trust building is also an important challenge. 
Our strategic focus areas have been built around 
how we can address these challenges 

But the bigger goal is to reposition us and 
ensure we’re very much  aligned with the 
national economic agenda . The President’s 
manifesto has stated that he is looking for  6 % 
GDP growth . We want to be there to support 
that, because that kind of GDP growth will 
come only from having significant capital 
investment.  Bank credits, corporate accruals, 
government borrowings and FDI cannot fill the 
gap . We think there’s a very significant gap that 
we can fill in this area.

Q: What measures have CSE 
taken to guide listed companies 
during COVID-19?
We have been proactively engaging listed 

companies, offering guidance on a number of 
regulatory matters with regards to operating in 
the listed environment amidst COVID-19. 

During  the market  closure period, we 
offered required guidelines to companies as to 
how they can disseminate   vital investment 
related corporate information such as corporate 
disclosures, financial reports etc to the market 
in an effective and orderly manner amidst the 
unprecedented curfew period.

 CSE also offered further guidance to listed 
companies on hosting AGMs amidst the out-
break, where taking into context the limitations 
of hosting public gatherings, the postponement 
of the AGM, Virtual AGMs, Hybrid AGMs.

In consultation with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka (SEC), we 
also offered momentary regulatory flexibility to 
listed companies relating to  the timelines for 
submission of financial statements, enforcement 
actions and other extensions, waivers to certain 
continuous listing rules, considering administra-
tive and reporting challenges faced by listed 
companies during the curfew period. 

Moreover, we wanted to develop some disclo-
sure guidelines around the   impact of COVID 
-19 on public companies. We felt it is important 
that the minority shareholders have clarity, 
transparency on how COVID-19 was impacting 
their businesses. In this regard, CSE worked 
together with the Institute of chartered Account-
ants to develop some disclosure guidelines and 
to issue a guidance note setting out the key 
aspects of the disclosure to be made by Listed 
Companies. 

The CSE is pleased that we have been able to 
work constructively to ensure an effective dis-
semination of market information during this 
period.

Q: How does CSE help 
companies that seek funding to 
continue their business 
operations in a post COVID-19 
environment?

I want to encourage people to look at CSE 
not just as a place where equity can be issued, 
but debt can be issued. The CSE is a place 
where equity, debt and debentures can be 
issued. 

If we take debentures,  we can go up to five 
year debentures and raise money  on  a fixed 
rate basis. What better opportunity than now 
is  to  issue debentures when  interest rates 
are so low. You can lock in  rates for five 
years . That is one area that not a lot of com-
panies  have still taken advantage of .They  
look at CSE more for IPOs and equity issues.

But we think that debenture structure is 
something that people should consider.

We also want to look at a whole range of 
companies in particular  big export companies 
, IT and BOI companies and  understand why 
they  have not been listed as yet. 

We want to ascertain obstacles   that pre-
vent them from getting listed. Once we know 
them, we want to fix them one by one. Some-
times we can fix it by ourselves by changing 
listing rules or sometimes the SEC or some 
other part of the government can help make 
those changes. We want to take away all these 
obstacles to listing and help them access equi-
ty through the stock market.

Q:  What measures will the CSE 
take   to educate the general 
public, existing and potential 
investors and students on the 
fundamentals of the capital 
market?

We’ve identified that the main challenge for 
opening more individual retail accounts was 
the   lack of knowledge. This is something 
that we have identified very early on. To this 
end, CSE is currently working on a number of 
initiatives.

We’re working very closely with the SEC. 
In fact the CSE is working on  how to  poten-
tially  get financial literacy training mandato-
rily into  school curriculum.

Secondly,  CSE will be looking at  develop-
ing digital platforms through which  more 
information can be delivered to people partic-
ularly  through mobile platforms.

Moreover, CSE will hold a special ceremo-
ny to mark the digitization of the Sri Lankan 
stock market  on 17th of September 2020. 
Through that people should be able to open an 
account from anywhere in the country without 
having to visit a stock broking firm. That ena-
bles people the first step of getting  into the 
market. 

In terms of awareness and education , in 
2019, CSE conducted over 350 awareness and 
educational sessions for individual  investors 
locally .

In  2018, CSE has  conducted country wide  
awareness and educational sessions ranging 
from 400-600 to  broad base the market par-
ticipation  . If you look  at the CSE turnover 
in 2010,  44% of  turnover   came from indi-
vidual accounts which  include both  HNIs 
and retail.  In 2019, only 30% came from 
HNIs and retail. This indicates that retail num-
bers have been going down a lot. One of the 
things that we really need to do is to broad 
base the retail participation in this market. 
And this is the perfect time because  rates are 
low and the market is going up.

And also, we’ve had significant foreign net 
selling in the market. To redress this issue, it 
is essential to give a strong message to foreign 
investors on the development plan both  in 
terms of stable currency, foreign debt repay-
ment and general economic growth.

Also it is critical to   give a very strong 
message that we  shall not close  under any   
circumstances going forward. Hence  it is 
absolutely  critical to  maintain momentum in 
this market and to win back the confidence of 
the foreign  investors.

Q: As the CSE chairman what 
would you list as your main 
challenges and  threats to the 
capital market?
The biggest challenge ultimately to me 

is how can we play that  role to support 
the national economic growth  agenda . 

We feel  if this country is to grow between 
4 and 6 % over the next 10 years, it is cru-
cial to develop the capital market to real-
ise these growth ambitions in a big way.

When we take all other capital sources, 
we think   there could be close to USD 
100 billion of capital need from commer-
cial capital sources. All I want us to do    
is to be a big part of delivering that. 

Over the next 10 years, we want to be 
seen as a credible and viable place to 
deliver the commercial   capital needs of 
this economy. That can be through equity 
or debt capital.  So to me that’s the chal-
lenge.

If we can do that and all the other pieces 
are in place, I think we can create a capital 
market and a stock exchange that is the 
pride of this country.

Again, another big difference we have 
seen with this new government is that they 
have the willingness to do something. 
They are clearly saying a strong capital 
market is a priority. That’s something we 
haven’t heard in the previous years.

Q:Are there  any plans to  
increase new listings?

In fact, we want to   attract a new genera-
tion of investors to broaden  the market 
base. To this end, first we want to ascertain 
as to why many IT firms, big exporters 
,BOI companies ‘ are not listing on 
exchange. 

If we’re  going to say that the big part of 
our economic thrust comes from knowledge 
work and ICT , then where are these com-
panies on the listing board? 

They want to grow, but they want to 
grow by investing and  making acquisitions 
overseas .Nevertheless , they’re not able to 
raise money by  listing on the rupee board.

Even if  we have the multicurrency board 
, unfortunately , as per the rules only for-
eign companies are allowed to  raise money 
through the Multi Currency Board of CSE .

We want to  look at how we can allow 
export oriented local companies to list on 
the Multi currency Board  and raise dollars, 
so that they can actually grow international-
ly. There’s  a great  opportunity  here  to 
help these companies raise financing 
through the Multi Currency Board of CSE.

Q: Any final thoughts?

We want to build a strong perception of the 
market .Our focus areas would be to get valua-
tions reiterated while increasing the listing and 
the participation of citizens in the market. Sub-
sequently, we want to grow the trust levels 
among all stakeholders issues , investors and 
public.

We believe it is also  important  to create con-
sistent profitability for members of the 
exchange. 

By doing so,we don’t intend to enrich the 
members .But those intermediaries are critical 
to have a strong market and more branches. 

They need to hire good talent, educate and 
train them and more importantly invest in infra-
structure

The number of branches of stock brokers has 
also  come down drastically  in the recent past .  
As a result CSE can not ignore the interest of 
intermediaries and move on. That’s why it is in 
the interest of  CSE to support that intermediary 
segment also. 

I want the CSE to be seen not just as a trad-
ing place; this has to be a viable place that  can 
help the government to reach its goals in terms 
of growth by creating  this as a viable capital 
raising place.
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• Sri Lankan brands estimated to drop 9.5% 
in value, equating to Rs. 57.4 billion, 
following the impact of COVID-19

• MarCom Sector contribution to National 
GDP stands at 1%

• Generates revenue yield of Rs.1.510 
million per employee, higher than Tea, 
Textile and Garments, Rubber and Tourism

• Faces 50% YOY drop in revenues
• Event Management and Brand Activation 

segments most affected due to social 
distancing

• An estimated 100,000+ employees across 
sectors face hardship

• The significance of the sector to Sri 
Lanka’s economy largely gone unnoticed  

• Comprehensive Study by Ernst & Young 
SL coming to a conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic has claimed several 
lives and affected countless more around the 
world. It has brought about a widespread 
economic crisis as well. Lockdowns and other 
restrictions introduced to control the spread of 
the infection havehad an added impact on several 
industries. The World Bank notes that, “COVID-
19 has delivered an enormous global shock, 
leading to steep recessions in many countries. 
The baseline forecast envisions a 5.2 percent 
contraction in global GDP in 2020-the deepest 
global recession in decades.”

Referring to the situation in Sri Lanka, the 
World Bank states that, “the combination of 
falling tourism, manufacturing activity and 
services associated with the pandemic is 
envisaged to cause output to contract by 3.2 
percent, despite the earlier recovery from the 
April 2019 terrorist attacks.”

We can feel the economic impact of this 
pandemic in our streets and homes. Every 
individual, business and nation is faced with 
unprecedented challenges. Industries such as 
tourism, manufacturing, etc. struggling to 
survive. 

The Marketing Communications sector or the 
advertising industry as it is more commonly 
known is one such sector.While it may be 
relatively unseen, the pandemic has had a 
considerably devastating impact on the sector. 
The industry’s prospects are closely linked to that 
of the different sectors it works with and the 
economy at large as it collaborates with almost all 
industries across the board on taking their 
products and services closer to consumer’s hearts 
and minds.

Independent brand valuation consultancy, 
Brand Finance Sri Lanka, estimates that Sri 
Lankan brands will witness a 9.5% drop in value, 
equating to Rs. 57.4 billion, following the impact 
of COVID-19.Globally, companies are likely tolose 
up to $1 trillion inBrand Valueas a direct impact 
of COVID-19outbreak, the effects of which will be 
felt well into next year. It shares these predictions 
in its annual report on Sri Lanka’s most valuable 
and strongest brands, Sri Lanka 100 2020, which 
is based on its analysis of 100 Sri Lankan brands 
listed on the Colombo Stock Exchange.

Creative industries such as advertising, 
architecture, arts and crafts, design, fashion, film, 
video, photography, music, performing arts, 
publishing, research and development, software, 
computer games, electronic publishing, and TV/
radio are the lifeblood of the creative economy – 
an evolving concept which builds on the interplay 
between human creativity and ideas, intellectual 
property, knowledge and technology.

These knowledge-based economic activities 
upon which the ‘creative industries’ are based are 
an important source of commercial and cultural 
value. According to UNCTAD, the creative 
industries commonly referred to as the creative 
economy are among the most dynamic sectors in 
the world today, providing new opportunities for 
developing countries to leapfrog into emerging 
high-growth areas of the world economy.

The falling ad spend numbers in recent months 
are just one of the indicators of the blow that has 
been dealt to the sector. Industry data on media 
spends indicates an approximately 50% drop in 
advertising expenditure (TV, Radio and 
newsprint alone) during the period March to 
June when compared with the same period in 
2019. Given the fact that advertisers in Sri Lanka 
generally tend to spend more money during the 
months of April and December, this drop is even 
more alarming.

The MarCom sector is not limited to 
mainstream advertising alone. It comprises of a 
diverse range of businesses connected to 
marketing communications including 
Advertising, Market Research, Event 
Management, Photography, Video & Audio 
Productions, Media Planning, Digital, Public 
Relations, Outdoor Advertising, Tele / Broadcast 
Media (TV, Print, Radio and on-line media), 
Activations and Printing & Packaging. 
Collectively, their revenues have gone down by 
about 50%, year-on-year, with some segments like 
event management and brand activations having 
come to an almost complete standstill.

The garment industry’s net contribution to the 
economy stands at Rs.400 billion, approximately, 
tourism at Rs.712 billion and tea and rubber 
contribute Rs.232 billion and Rs. 147 billion, 
respectively. Furthermore, the MarCom sector 
generates a revenue yield of Rs.1.510 million per 
employee, which is considerably higher than that 
of Tea (Rs.232,000), Textile and Garments 
(Rs.444,444), Rubber (Rs.452,308) and Tourism 
(Rs.1.068 million).

As per an ongoing study by Ernst & Young Sri 
Lanka, the MarCom sector has an annual revenue 
of Rs.151 billion and employs over 100,000 
people directly and indirectly, with about another 
200,000 people depending on it.

The service sector accounts for 60% of Sri 
Lanka’s GDP of which 1.7% comes from 
professional services and the MarCom industry 
contribution is equal to approximately 1% of the 

country’s GDP. Yet the sector and its significant 
contribution to Sri Lanka’s economy has largely 
gone unnoticed.

Following the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, a group of 8 associations intrinsically 
linked to the advertising industry as well as 
businesses and professionals from both the 
marketing and advertising industry came 
together to form the MarCom Collective. It seeks 
to give this sector formality and purpose and to 
ensure the continuity of the sector by initiating 
short term recovery measures and long-term 
sustainability for the different constituent 
industries by identifying ways in which they 
could collaborate with all stakeholders including 
the government to address them.

International Advertising Association (IAA) 
Sri Lankan Chapter, President Tharaka Ranwala 
shared his views on the issues plaguing the sector 
and the support it needed to survive. “As a 
tripartite organization that represents ad 
agencies, marketing companies (clients) and 
media, we at the IAA have been able to witness 
firsthand the tremendous impact COVID-19 has 
had on all 3 sectors. Companies across these 
sectors are faced with loss of revenue and 
resulting salary cuts as well as job cuts in some 
instances,” he said.

“The MarCom Collective that came together 
during the lockdown has done a great deal of 
work to understand the impact on the industry 
and assist its membership. We hope the 
government will recognize how advertising and 
marketing communications play an integral part 
in economic development and drive growth. We 
look forward to seeing policy measures being 
introduced to support these sectors and empower 
them to play a pivotal role in the post COVID 
recovery process,” Tharaka added.

Concurring with these views, Association of 
Accredited Advertising Agencies (4As), Sri 
Lankan Chapter, President, Sugibun 
Sathiyamoorthi said, “Consumption drives 
business. Consumers drive brands. Both brands 
and businesses are driven by marketing and 
advertising. And I strongly believe that this key 
driver of the economy must be supported, both in 
good times and bad.”

4A member agencies together employ over 
2,000 people directly and offer indirect 
employment to thousands more. Stressing on the 
hardships they face, he noted that about 80% of 
the agencies have implemented some form of 
salary cuts from April 2020.

As advertising budgets get cut, the impact is 
being felt by the entire marketing communications 
ecosystem which extends well beyond advertising 
agencies. “We are look forward to working with 
policy makers in Sri Lanka on formulating 
policies that incentivize businesses to invest in 
advertising and thereby help revive the Marketing 
Communications industry,” Sugibun added.

Film production companies involved in the 
production of television commercials and other 
commercial videos work closely with brands and 
agencies. Shedding light on this segment, Video 
and Film Production Association (VAFPA), 
President, Santhush Weeraman said, “Video and 
Film Production Association (VAFPA) is a 
collective organization representing the film 
production houses engaged in TVC and 
commercial video production. Covid-19 has 
created a negative impact, stalling marketing 
communications. While the Marketing fraternity 
and the advertising industry of Sri Lanka creates 
brands and advertising opportunities for Sri 
Lankan business, the production houses play a 
pivotal role in bringing the production elements 
to TVCs, Digital and Commercial video 
production.

As 'Marcom Collective' it is a timely need and 
a deed, to collectively seek solutions and 
opportunities to revive the business engine of Sri 
Lanka. While we save and cut corners for our 
survival in business, it is of essence that we seek 
opportunity to grow with new markets and tread 
for that silver lining during these difficult times. 
It's important that we think positive at this point 
of time.”

Event management companies are another 
vital cog in the MarCom landscape. Event 

Management Association of Sri Lanka, President, 
Roshan Wijeyaratne shed light on some of the 
major challenges they face. “We lost 100% of our 
bookings and earnings during the initial, three-
month long lockdown. While the restrictions on 
events are being gradually relaxed, the industry is 
still at a standstill and we don’t see any major 
corporate events taking place till the end of the 
year,” he noted.

Many companies are facing difficulties with 
paying salaries and rent and have hence had to 
cut down on staff numbers and vacate office and 
workshop premises. Going beyond those directly 
employed, the sector engages countless others 
such as equipment suppliers, photographers, 
videographers, models, caterers, entertainers, 
hotels and other event venues, etc. who are all 
currently faced with extremely grim prospects.

Speaking about some possible relief measures 
that would help the sector survive and recover, 
Roshan said, “Entertainment tax, ranging from 
10% to 25% depending on the municipality, is a 
significant cost element. The total tax amount 
has to be deposited with the local authority 
before a single ticket is sold. A temporary 
suspension of this tax would be of great help. 

With almost zero revenues coming in at the 
moment, we would also like to request for the 
current debt moratoriums to be extended by six 
months. The EMA would also like to work with 
the government on promoting Meetings, 
Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions (MICE) 
related business.”

Market research plays a significant role in 
shaping the work of the MarCom sector. Market 
Research Society of Sri Lanka, President, Roshani 
Fernando underscored some of the challenges 
faced by the industry.

“In the face of crisis, the instinctive response is 
withdrawal to protect oneself for survival. Most 
industry segments have also addressed existential 
issues by cutting back on spending to survive in 
the short term. The challenges facing most is the 
inability to craft a strategy for recovery, given the 
instability in the macro environment. 
Organisations need to be able to distinguish 
investment from expenditure,” she opined. 
“Unfortunately, investments in Research and 
Communication are often considered as costs. In 
challenging times, it is important to perform 
comprehensive research of the market, consumer 
expectation fulfilment and product development, 

as trial and error is too costly an approach,” she 
elaborated.

While research companies are facing 
challenging times themselves, the impact is 
compounded on the over 1,500 field research 
workers who have been left without any 
employment or income since March.

Roshani also shared her thoughts on how the 
government could help the sector during these 
challenging times. “We would appreciate if 
policymakers classified Consumer Research 
related expenses as Research and Development 
investment that could ideally be amortized over 3 
– 4 years. This would motivate businesses to 
invest in research, allowing them to make more 
informed business decisions. We would also like 
to see the government initiate industry specific 
research work to identify growth opportunities 
which would prove to be invaluable to potential 
investors, both local and international,” she said.

Printers are another key segment that works 
closely with the advertising and marketing 
sectors. Speaking about how the sharp fall in 
advertising and marketing spends has impacted 
the printing business, Sri Lanka Association of 
Printers (SLAP), President, Delan Silva noted, 
“Product packaging and brand collateral 
accounted for a considerable portion of our 
business. Brands and agencies used to come up 
with innovative designs that pushed us further. 
Given the budget cuts they are faced with, we are 
seeing a significant impact on our business. 
Going beyond our employees, this also had an 
adverse impact on the over 25,000 home-based 
workers who were engaged in different parts of 
the production process. We hope to see the sector 
being revived with the support of the 
government.”

The MarCom Collective has commissioned 
Ernst and Young Sri Lanka (EYSL) to undertake 
a comprehensive study of the country’s marketing 
communications industry, its contribution to the 
Sri Lankan economy and the issues it is faced 
with.

Ernst & Young, Sri Lanka and Maldives, 
Senior Partner and Head of Consulting, Arjuna 
Herath, who is spearheading the study, identified 
some of the key challenges faced by the marketing 
communications sector in Sri Lanka. They 
include:

Lacklustre demand and drying up 
revenue streams

• Across sectors, businesses are cutting down 
on marketing communications expenditure in 
order to curb the impact of COVID-19. Most 
new product and campaign launches have 
been put on hold and existing ones have been 
scaled down.

• Increase in online streaming of content using 
international platforms (e.g. Netflix) has 
reduced brands’ interest in spending on 

traditional media platforms.
• Temporary suspension of live sporting and 

entertainment events have further weakened 
the demand, resulting in reduced revenues in 
the short-term.

Working capital challenges

• Given the disruption of economic activities 
due to the prevailing business climate, the 
MarCom sector is experiencing significant 
delays in payments from existing customers as 
well as a considerable drop in new business 
acquisition.

• This together with the industry’s overhead 
structures, comprising of costs such as rent, 
utilities, etc., has led to dwindling working 
capital levels.

Constraints in accessing 
affordable financing facilities

• Businesses in the MarCom sector tend to have 
a low Fixed Asset base. Hence, while several 
other sectors have been able to obtain asset 
backed loans on favorable terms during the 

pandemic, the MarCom industry continues to 
face challenges with accessing such funding.

• This is particularly true for event management 
companies who saw only a small portion of 
their loan requests being approved following 
the Easter Sunday Attacks.

Tax issues

• Ambiguity on tax rate applicable to MarCom 
sector

• Cashflow bottlenecks arising from VAT 
payment cycles

• Provision of investment incentives based on 
Fixed Asset size

• Cap on the tax-deductible portion of the 
interest expense

Employment Uncertainty

• Due to the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, most industries are facing 
difficulties with sustaining their wage levels, 
leading towards pay cuts, layoffs, hiring freeze 
and non-conformation of staff under probation.

• This has been more widespread in the 
MarCom sector where employee salaries form 
a significant portion of the cost structure of 
companies.

• Reduction in marketing spends across 
segments has resulted in a marked drop in 
demand for talent in the sector, especially the 
large volumes of informal workers for whom 
these earnings are most often the only source 
of income.

Industry specific government 
support programmes

The government of Sri Lanka has rolled out 
several targeted programmes for sectors such as 
garment manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, 
etc. to help them survive this global health and 
economic crisis. While the MarCom sector has 
been able to avail some support through the 
broad debt moratoriums and other programmes, 
it is yet to receive any such industry specific relief 
measures or concessions. We can draw inspiration 
from some of the programmes introduced by 
governments around the world.

One common concession being offered globally 
is the waiver of broadcast fees or taxes. Australia 
has offered a 100% rebate of the Commercial 
Broadcasting Tax obligation for commercial 
television and radio broadcasters for a period of 
12 months. The New Zealand Government has 
provided a package worth US$50 million to 
revive the advertising industry which includes a 
100% waiver of TV and radio transmission fees 
for a period of 6 months. The Canadian Radio - 
Television and Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC) too has waived off the next payment of 
license fees, offering a financial relief of US$30 
million to the broadcasting industry.

Governments are also launching their own 
national level marketing campaigns with all or 
most of the ad spends going to local media 
outlets such as the Australian government’s US$4 
million national marketing campaign for the 
seafood sector and the federal government of 
Canada’s US$30 million COVID-19 awareness 
advertising campaign.

Denmark has introduced a host of measures to 
support its MarCom sector. Its DKK 240 million 
Danish scheme focuses on compensating media 
companies in Denmark for the loss in advertising 
revenue due to COVID-19. The government is 
also providing financial support to private media 
outlets who experienced a loss of 30-50% of 
revenue to help with lost revenue and staff 
salaries. Freelance and self-employed journalists 
in the marketing and advertising industry who 
have lost more than 30% of their income will 
receive a 75% compensation from the state. 
Companies in the sector have been allowed to 

delay their VAT payments and have been given an 
additional four months to pay labour contributions 
known as 'a-taxes'. Closer to home, the 
government of Malaysia is offering 600 - 1,200 
Ringgit per month towards the salary of each 
local employee who earns 40,000 Ringgit or less.

Industries that constitute the creative economy, 
such as the ones represented by the MarCom 
Collective, have gained significant attention in 
many economies in the West. In Asia too, 
countries such as Singapore, India and Indonesia 
have been quick to adapt policies and initiatives 
to support this sector. Policy makers and business 
leaders in these markets are becoming more 
aware of the potential of the creative industry and 
how it can have a significantly positive impact on 
their national economies. 

In Sri Lanka, the MarCom Collective and its 
members are currently engaging with the 
government and all other key stakeholders to 
ensure that the industry gets its due attention. 
They seek to partner the government on shaping 
policies that would create a suitable environment 
for the MarCom sector to revive and possibly 
emerge stronger from this global crisis, while 
helping the government drive economic growth.
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and professionals

14 Sectors that belong to the 
MarCom industry

1,000+ Members in total 
from all sectors

08 Associations across 
different sectors

1.00%
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GDP 

LKR 151Bn
Market Size of the Marketing 

Communications Industry

Sector Contribution to GDP

Telecommunication Sector 0.59%
Accommodation, Food and 
Beverage Services 1.51%

Professional Services 1.74%

Education Sector 2.24%

Health Sector 2.39%

Financial and Insurance Services 5.29%

Contribution to GDP in comparison to key service sectors 
in the Country
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Malaysia

• Wage subsidy scheme.

• Waiver of Sales and 
Service Tax 
(proposed). 

• Double deduction of 
advertising expenditure 
for tax computation 
(proposed).

• Easing of bank credit 
facilities (proposed).

India

• Clearance of all 
government 
outstanding payments 
to the industry 
(proposed).

• Wage subsidy scheme 
(proposed).

• Double deduction of 
advertising expenditure 
for tax computation 
(proposed).

• Amortization of 
advertising costs over 
a three year period 
(proposed).

United Kingdom

• Public information 
campaign aimed at 
reviving print media.

• Wage subsidy scheme 
(proposed).

• Tax credit schemes 
(proposed).

• Extension of the 
business rates relief to 
the advertising industry 
(proposed).

Singapore

• Corporate tax rebate.

• Deferment of all 
corporate income tax 
payments.

• Waiver of film, 
exhibition and 
distribution license 
fees.

Following the lockdown, The MarCom Collective conducted an initial survey of all businesses connected to advertising and promotions and 
received responses from 685 organizations from across 12 sectors. The Collective believes that this sample could be underrepresented and 
only accounts for about 50% to 60%.



and everything in-between. Perhaps it’s this 
quality that makes these films so funny, and 
that explains how, like Flanagan’s work, each of 
them has been followed by something better.

At the time of Bridesmaids’s release, Feig 
gave an interview where he described himself 
as “one of the most feminised guys in Holly-
wood.” Then he added a caveat: “but... I still 
don’t know.” He was, he admitted, a married 
man, but to him what mattered was getting 
people’s input and weaving something enter-
taining out of it. When one realises that this 
was 2011, a long, long time before The Heat, 
Spy, and Ghostbusters, one realises that per-
haps he was understating himself. Feig has 
since joined the list of Hollywood’s great, dis-
tinguished – a notch or two below them, no 
doubt – regarded today as “women’s direc-
tors”, like George Cukor (who directed Audrey 
Hepburn in My Fair Lady).

Born 21 years after Nora Ephron, in 1962, 
Paul Feig grew up in Mount Clemens, a work-
ing class suburb in Detroit, Michigan. His 
mother worked as a telephone operator and his 
father ran an army surplus store; as their only 
child, Feig craved and gained the indulgence of 
them both. His mother, contrary to most work-
ing class mothers from that generation, encour-
aged his dreams of becoming a showbiz per-
sonality. If he showed an interest in guitar, he’d 
get guitar lessons. If he liked tap dancing, he’d 
take up tap dancing.

At high school he developed an interest in 
magic. His father decided that every magician, 
including his son, needed a good supply of 
jokes to keep the show running. So he shared 
jokes he had heard at nightclubs and got Paul 
to use them between various tricks. His moth-
er drove him to comedy clubs just so he could 
learn more jokes. The result was that, unlike 
Woody Allen and even, to an extent, Charlie 
Chaplin, he grew up in an atmosphere amena-
ble to the development of a humorist. He 
returned his parents’ favour by working hard at 
university, studying for a year at Wayne Uni-
versity before running away to Universal Stu-
dios in Hollywood, where he got his first real 
job: as a tour operator.

Eventually he resumed studies at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, during which time 

he got a job in script reading and stand-up 
comedy; he found employment in the latter for 
no less than 15 years. John Bowe of the New 
York Times informs us that he befriended “half 
of comic Hollywood” thereafter. We don’t 
know if this is true. What we know is that 
through them he landed a set of roles on TV, 
including Sabrina the Teenage Witch. It cer-
tainly helped that during these years, Feig 
never succumbed to alcohol or drugs.

Many years would pass before Bridesmaids, 
years which saw him slipping into obscurity 
thanks to one box-office bomb after another, 
only to intermittently rise up thanks to stints 
on television. TV, in fact, salvaged him, includ-
ing work onboard the most unconventional 
sitcom to hit US screens back then, The Office.

Freaks and Geeks (1999-2000) had Jason 
Segal (Marshall from How I Met Your Mother) 
in it, but not even he could save its ratings 
from plummeting; it was, however, financed by 
Judd Apatow, soon to direct a series of hit 
comedies (The 40-Year-Old Virgin, 2005, 
Knocked Up, 2007, and The King of Staten 
Island this year). He was to produce Brides-
maids a cool decade later. The two have not 
collaborated since, but it’s safe to say that with 
Bridesmaids, Feig outran Apatow and his 
other television collaborations, though he’s 
still very much active on TV (with credits on 
30 Rock, Mad Men, Nurse Jackie, and Other 
Space).

His biggest strength has undoubtedly been 
his work with the actresses of his films. If his 
TV career didn’t directly influence or shape his 
film career, it at least provided him with access 
to some of the funniest women on the Ameri-
can screen. That was true of his debut: Kristen 
Wig, Maya Rudolph, Elizabeth Kemper, and 
Wendi McLendon-Covey had all been active on 
television by the time Feig cast them in Brides-
maids.

The one performance which topped the film, 
however, was Melissa McCarthy. Like George 
Cuckor almost endlessly coming back to the 
great Katharine Hepburn, Feig has returned to 
McCarthy frequently thereafter: in The Heat, 
where she’s paired with Sandra Bullock, and 
Spy, where she plays a dangerous game 
against Rose Byrne, Jude Law, and Jason 
Statham. Statham, usually an adrenaline-lad-
en fighter, turns into a parody of all his 
action roles here; in one memorable sequence, 
he shocks McCarthy by describing his sup-
posed exploits on the job, including one 
where he surgically reattached his arm to the 
other side.

McCarthy was Oscar nominated for her 
performance in Bridesmaids, a feat she 
repeated years later with her first dramatic 
outing, 2018’s Can You Ever Forgive Me?. 
Easily one of contemporary Hollywood’s funni-
est women players, she hasn’t yet risen up to 
the ranks of the big stars, a point emphasised 
in the very characters she has been assigned: 
in The Heat she has to play second fiddle to 
Sandra Bullock for a while before Bullock 
begins to trust her, while in Spy she has to get 
over her crush on Jude Law to assert herself.

One hardly needs to add here that these 
works, of which the genre, as I mentioned 
earlier, has traditionally been considered a 
male preserve, have turned gender roles the 
other way around: something that meets its 
peak, its highest expression, in A Simple 
Favor, which one reviewer described as “an 
updated version of Gone Girl with extra comic 
elements thrown in.” But then A Simple Favor 
was followed by Last Christmas, as much a 
detour as it was a lesser work: the reviews 
were tepid, and though it grossed $30 million 
more, its limitations make one sincerely hope 
that Feig will regain his lost form soon.

E mail : features.dailynews@lakehouse.lk
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In five films – Bridesmaids (2011), The 
Heat (2013), Spy (2015), Ghostbusters 
(2016), and A Simple Favor (2018) – Paul 
Feig has gone as far as any American direc-
tor has in redefining the American comedy 
film and restoring the comic to it. Like 
Mike Flanagan, who works in horror, Feig’s 
work has almost universally been acclaimed 
by critics; unlike Flanagan, that work has 
done considerably well at the box-office. 
What ties these five movies together, more-
over, isn’t just the fact that they make one 
laugh without labouring too much; they 
also happen to be dominated by women. 
This is actually the bigger achievement, 
because for much of its history comedy 
films have been seen as a male preserve.

James Agee’s essay, “Comedy’s Greatest 
Era”, dwells on the four greatest comedi-
ans of the silent era: Harold Lloyd, Buster 
Keaton, Harry Langdon, and Charlie Chap-
lin. They were all men. When the silent era 
gave way to the talkies, in came W. C. 
Fields, Bing Crosby, Laurel and Hardy, and 
Abbott and Costello. They were all men 
too.

In the comedies of Preston Sturges and 
Ernst Lubitsch, female leads did play it 
funny. But they were all paired with the 
male leads: Lubitsch’s Trouble in Paradise 
(1932), Design for Living (1933), and 
Ninotchka (1939), and Sturges’s The Lady 
Eve and Sullivan’s Travels (both 1941). 
Greta Garbo in Ninotchka came close to a 
domineering comic heroine. She became, 
however, more the exception than the 
norm, as later movies showed.

By the end of the 1970s, the American 
comedy film had hence come to be associ-
ated with a male lead, a female lead exist-
ing almost purely to redeem his character. 
The fabulous Barbra Streisand, in 1972’s 
What’s Up, Doc? – easily the funniest 
American film from that decade, if not the 
most intelligent – for instance, played the 
counterpoint to Ryan O’Neal – the story’s 
clumsy hero – in much the same way that 
Katharine Hepburn did to Cary Grant in 
1938’s Bringing Up Baby: the film that 
inspired it, easily one of the funniest if not 
the most intelligent comedies from THAT 
decade. The 1980s and 1990s continued 
this pattern despite a renovation of the 
romantic comedy genre which gave more 
room to the female players, particularly in 
the movies and screenplays of Nora 
Ephron, beginning with When Harry Met 
Sally... (1989) and ending 20 years later 
with Julie & Julia.

But Ephron’s romantic comedies fol-
lowed a certain pattern. And despite the 
place they gave to female leads, even she 
didn’t consider them as women’s pictures. 
“No movie that makes a hundred and 
twenty-five million dollars is a woman’s 
movie,” she once bluntly declared at an 
American Film Institute seminar. No one 
disagreed.

Paul Feig proved her wrong just a year 
before her death. Bridesmaids grossed 
$288 million, The Heat $230 million, Spy 
$235 million, and Ghostbusters $229 mil-
lion. Only A Simple Favor has failed to live 
up to the reputation of its predecessors, 
but that was because of certain thematic 
differences which set it apart from them.

The bottom line is that Feig has done the 
impossible: make movies that laugh, with 
almost completely female casts. This is not 
a case of women protagonists only; this is 
a case of women protagonists AND antago-
nists, dominating the plots and subplots 

DAZZLING 
DIFFERENCE

MADAPATHA CHINTAKA

S
ometimes it’s 
easy to laugh. 
Often it’s diffi-
cult. Too much 
talk can kill 
comedy. That’s 
why American 

comedy has lost much of its 
lustre over the decades, and 
with it its mass appeal. It 
talks a lot, giving verbal 
expression to a genre that by 
default rebels against verbal-
isation. “When a modern 
comedian gets hit on the 
head... the most he is apt to 
do is look sleepy,” James 
Agee, in a celebrated essay 
on the subject, wrote 60 
years ago, and what he said 
then remains valid today. An 
excess of words can thus 
make the task doubly diffi-
cult, for the director and the 
actor, to get audiences to 
grin, giggle, and guffaw.

POETRY WITH
SUBSTANCE
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Paul Feig
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NipuNa wickramage

A literary award ceremony is no easy 
thing. Just a decade ago, Sri Lanka 
did not have at least five award 
ceremonies to celebrate literature 

of the land. But now thankfully the country's 
literature is gaining around though the talk of 
the town is still centred on the proper reader-
ship and literary appreciation. 

Sri Lanka has award festivals added to the 
already established government-sponsored fes-
tival: Gratiaen, Fairway, Vidyodaya, Swarna 
Pustaka and Godage to name a few. Of course, 
Godage is a standalone as it reaches close to 
the State Literary Awards Festival. Unlike 
most of its peers, the ceremony offers awards 
to many categories of literature. And the most 
important of all is that it is one-organisation 
centred. It is financed by the Godage Publish-
ers and them alone. So that's a fact to reckon 
with.

Next, it has come for 22 years. Something to 
cherish of course.

Most interestingly, Professor Sunanda 
Mahendra, a longstanding columnist in the 
Daily News was honoured with the lifetime 
award for his contribution to English lan-
guage. 

Emeritus Professor Sunanda Mahendra is an 
academic, novelist, short story writer, poet, 
playwright, theatre director and media person-
ality with contributions on television, radio 
and newspaper. Mahendra was conferred Kala-
keerthi title recently. 

He remains the oldest visiting professor 
while continuing to author books and contrib-
ute to television, radio and press in Sinhala 
and English. He is also currently attached to 
the Sri Lanka Press Council as the Course 
Coordinator of Mass Media Diploma Course. 

Sunanda Mahendra (formerly de Mel) was 
born on January 28, 1938, to Martin Henry de 
Mel and Lilliat Magaret Waidyaratne of Pili-
yandala as the third of five children. The de 
Mel family paid emphasis on academic and 
religious education. De Mel Senior, a Public 

Health Inspector (PHI), had to be on the move 
owing to his work obligations which inadvert-
ently resulted variations in young Sunanda’s 
education. As a result, Sunanda received 
schooling at Dharmaraja, Kandy, and Ananda 
College, Colombo. 

During school days, Mahendra had endeav-
oured Science without much of an interest. His 
uncle ‘Sudu mama’, whom he fondly still 
reminds, changed his path. Through the inter-
ests of his endearing uncle, he chose the path 
to be a literary scholar. His literary works were 
published in daily and weekly papers of the 
country and bore ‘Sunanda Mahendra de Mel’. 
Mahendra senior was also a writer to a certain 
extent. He created history in Ceylon by becom-
ing the first to publish a drama associated 
book titled ‘Vineetha Hema’. One notable 
incident in Sunanda’s younger days was his 
application to memorise the verse of the 
‘Dhammapada’ every morning by his father, 
thereon the interest on Buddhist studies and 
related literature. No doubt both father and 
uncle had a greater influence upon this proge-
ny. 

Sunanda entered the University of Kelaniya, 
then Vidyalankara University, for his Bache-
lor’s degree where he pursued further interests 
in literary interests and western playwrights. 
Sunanda’s maiden novel ‘Hewaneli Eda Minis-
su’ in 1964 fetched him the State Literary 
Award for the best novel at the tender age of 
26. The novel was later adapted into a film by 
Parakrama de Silva. The work came in for 

praise from Ediriweera Sarachchandra and G B 
Senanayaka.

Thereon it was one-way traffic for him and 
he studied Henrik Ibsen’s creations. Sunanda 
himself a left-lenient, saw Ibsen as a great 
social reformer than a political stooge and lat-
ter’s works had influenced him heavily. In 1965 
he translated Ibsen’s ‘Heddar Gabler’ as 
‘Geheniyak’ to Sinhala and staged it. By this 
time, he was engaged in teaching at the Uni-
versity of Lanka and later became a pro-
gramme producer in Radio Ceylon (now 
known as Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora-
tion). The 1960 decade made that budding 
progeny more productive with further achieve-
ments competing with veterans in the media 
field. With odds heavily stacked against on him 
to become Ceylon’s representative to the BBC 
Sinhalese service on a scholarship, Sunanda 
came up trumps by piping everyone at the post 
to make way to the BBC, Bush House in the 
UK and to carry on ‘Sandesaya’ for the first 
time for the Sinhalese listeners in Sri Lanka. 

The BBC days not only brought satisfaction 
to Sunanda but also paved the way for him to 
search for various other options in facets of 
academic interests. During this period, he 
took up to visiting the British Museum and 
especially on researching ‘Jataka’ tales pertain-
ing to Buddhism. The research works led to 
MPhil followed by a PhD degree from the 
University of London, UK. Despite opportuni-
ties that came across to settle in the UK and 
build an upper-class society and become part 
of the Sinhalese diaspora, Sunanda’s mind was 

firmly ingrained with Sri Lankan affairs; as a 
result, he wrote somewhat nostalgic yet patri-
otic songs for the late charismatic singer C T 
Fernando. 

Sunanda also happened to write the song 
‘Kuda Devika’, a poem which depicts the sea-
sonal effects in the UK in the eyes of a little girl 
Devika, melodiously sung by Edmond Wickre-
masekera. Edmond also happened to produce 
the first stereophonic record in the UK by a 
Lankan in the early 1970s. ‘Kuda Devika’ is 
still one of the all-time popular songs by 
Sunanda.

Consequent to his comeback to Sri Lanka 
after a flourishing period in the UK, Sunanda 
Mahendra got into lecturing in the University 
of Vidyalankara (Now Kelaniya). His main 
endeavours on drama studies did not stop 
here. In 1976, in conjunction with university 
students he displayed yet another Ibsanite 
vision, ‘Jana Hathura’ (A public Enemy). ‘Jana 
Hathura’ was talked in the theatre circles with 
great interest. Sunanda’s knack for creating an 
own piece of drama to the centre stage 
bloomed in 1979. The play was titled ‘Pokuru 
Wessa’, simple yet intermingled with greater 
depths of the Sri Lankan oppressed society. 
Sunanda Mahendra, the literary persona cum 
social thinker, was conspicuously yet scrupu-
lously and meticulously portrayed in this crea-
tive piece of work. It also drew the attention of 
the then giants of the drama stage; Professor 
Ediriweera Sarachchandra called it a master-
piece. The 1980s saw Sunanda Mahendra 
heavily involved in writing children’s and 

media books. His radio features such as 
‘Vishwa Keerthiyata Pathwuuwo’ became one 
of the rare occurrences in the Sinhalese radio. 
Some of his other radio programmes included 
were ‘Geeyaka Rasa’, ‘Nirmana Vindana’, 
‘Sahan Eliya’, ‘Vishva Sravani’ and most recent-
ly ‘Lokavalokanaya’. The 80s also had him visit 
Hawaii’s East-West centre where he encoun-
tered research work with the former head of 
the department of mass communication, Uni-
versity of Kelaniya, Professor Wimal Dissanay-
ake. In 1987 he visited Poland where he was 
engaged in folklore studies, the University of 
Wroclaw offered him an honorary doctorate. 
Subsequent to his return to Sri Lanka he pub-
lished a book on Polish folk tales, Polantha 
Janakatha. For Sri Lankans, this may have 
been the first experience in savouring folktales 
from Poland. 

In the 1990s he became a revolutionary fig-
ure following his tumultuous creation ‘Socrates’ 
a biopic stage play based on the great Greek 
philosopher’s life and his works. The drama 
took the country by storm, unlike his early 
creations. ‘Socrates’ became an experiment 
‘snuff out’ as a final product with a handful of 
professional actors and as many a student. The 
drama fetched Sunanda with a plethora of 
praise and awards including the best state 
drama award in 1991. The 1990s also became 
significant to his career as he was conferred as 
a Professor in addition to being the Head of 
the Department of Mass Communication, Uni-
versity of Kelaniya. 

Since the ‘Socrates’ success, he had changed 
his path from an academic award-winning 
dramatist to an ‘almost’ full-time writer. The 
daily papers were seen full of his viewpoints 
and literary works. Sunanda’s notable account 
on ‘Second thoughts’ a series of features pub-
lished in the ‘Daily News’ brought him many 
comments from the English speaking Sri Lan-
kan readers. Professor Mahendra has authored 
many columns in both Sinhala and English. 
Some of them are Windfalls, Tales Once Told, 
Focus on Books and Bookmark. 

marmaDuke mutt aND jeff
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two lifetime achievement award recipients: professor kamani 
jayasekara who was the lifetime achievement recipient in 2019 
received the lakdasa wickramasingha memorial award for best 
composition of poetry from professor sunanda mahendra, the life-
time achievement award recipient in 2020.  

professor sunanda mahendra receiving the lifetime award (english language) from 
sirisumana godage. Nanda godage looks on. kamala wijeratne receiving the amg sirimanna memorial award for best Novel (english) 

godage National literary awards ceremony 2020

Words aWarded



CHANNA BANDARA WIJEKOON

P riyantha Kodippili’s lat-
est book of poems, ‘Pi-
duma Samareta’ was 
unveiled at the public 

library auditorium with a gamut 
of crowd representing his fans, ar-
tistes and scholars.  

His fi rst book on poems named 
as ‘Kodi’ was launched in 2018. 
The latest being a sequel has a 
compilation of poems written by 
Kodippili aka Kodi on artistes of 
yesteryear, Sinhala cinema, politi-
cians and modern-day artistes.  

Usually poetry cater to a certain 
segment of readers who are pas-
sionately entwined with the sub-
ject. Yet when it comes to Kodi’s 
poems, this norm takes a twist. 
He magically addresses the inner 
thoughts of any reader with his po-
ems enriched with substance.  

Kodi being a reasonably young 

writer time-travels to the 1970s 
which was the golden era of Sin-
hala cinema to produce striking 
poems on personalities like Tony 
Ranasinghe, W Jayasiri, Sonia 
Disa, Sena Samarasinghe or Mil-
ton Mallawarachchi.

In the process he kindles pleas-
ant memories of those who have 
experienced the magic in that era. 
He has also not forgotten a con-
temporary like Ajith Seneviratne 
who does wonders with his cam-
era.  

Kodi says, “I was not passionate 
towards opening a Facebook ac-
count for myself. However, associ-
ation with Samara Wijesinghe aka 
Samare who was an engineer and 
an author prompted me to grasp 
social media. All these poems in 
my new book, ‘Piduma Samareta’ 
were ones that I wrote on my Face-
book wall. The response from read-

ers encouraged me to compile this 
book of poetry. I have deep grati-
tude towards Samare for encourag-
ing me to embrace social media to 
communicate with the masses.”

This Gag writer turned Poet 
thus on embracing social media 
has evolved to become a force to 
reckon with.  

Kodi with his friendly disposi-
tion and modest behavior induces 
life to any forum he graces, be it 
a book launch, fi lm premier or a 
friendly get-together. This down-
to-earth nature would have attract-
ed people from diverse spheres 
towards his book launch.

Veteran singer Nihal Nelson who 
himself is a fan of Kodi has writ-
ten an agreeable poem in praise 
of Kodi for the back cover of the 
book.

‘Piduma Samareta’ is a self-pub-
lication of Priyantha Kodippili.  
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PROFESSOR SUNANDA MAHENDRA

I was planning to compile 
a collection of translated 
poems of several poets re-
membered over the years. 

The name of Vladimir Maya-
kovsky (1893 – 1930) rang a bell 
in me due to several reasons. I 
felt that though his name is re-
counted by literary critics who 
happen to introduce Russian 
and Soviet writers, none of the 
works of Mayakovsky had come 
to the translated into our local 
languages.  

The book titled Mayakovsky 
and His Poetry happened to be a 
wonderful gift from a close friend 
of mine as far back as 1965. From 
time to time I had the chance of 
going through the poems of May-
akovsky, as translated into Eng-
lish by Herbert Marshall. The 
compilation consists of not only signifi cant poems but also several short 
articles pertaining to his creative process, thought and visions.  

Cultural material
The book as compiled by Mar-

shall had come to light in 1955 
from Bombay, perhaps as a sup-
plementary reader at the higher 
education levels. The compila-
tion is subdivided into several 
segments that go as a brief au-
tobiography titled I, Myself that 
exposes who Mayakovsky is and 
the background social and cul-
tural material that go into the 
making of a signifi cant poet who 
lived in two historical landmarks, 
the Russian and the Soviet eras.  

Mayakovsky also had the 
chance of meeting some of the 
great writers of these eras: Max-
im Gorky and Alexander Push-
kin. The literary infl uence of 
these contemporary writers had 
been pulse that compelled Mayakovsky to kindle his skills.  

Gradually attention is made on the part of Mayakovsky to express how 
he became a poet. The central theme of his life as he explains it is that 
the various types of failures in his day to day life had compelled him to 
be a poet, a creator who has transcended the barriers of accepting the 
failures.  

As such, he confesses that he is a poet of another kind, a revolutionary 
type, going contrary to being a romantic poet. In the background, he 
explains how he began to write a poem titled The Bird Seller in Aga-
fi a, his fi rst effort. Mayakovsky’s maturity comes to be as he leaves his 
hometown, Georgia, for Moscow, where his sister stayed. This gives way 
to broader vistas and makes his creative spark kindle in the manner he 
wishes it to be.  

Manner of expression
He sees the world differently, especially via the anecdotes and parables 

he come to know through various sources. Some of the poems he wrote 
for children came to be discussed by scholars and critics. One good ex-
ample is Lines about Differences in Task written in 1929. It is written in 
the following manner of expression.  

Horse, 
Having glanced at a camel, exclaimed: 
“What an extraordinary bastardised
Horse.”
Camel 
(For his part)
Claimed: 
“You are not a horse; 
You’re nothing else
But an undersized camel.” 
And no one but 
God
In the starry spaces 
Knew
That the two 
Were of different species.
Mayakovsky had been a great admirer of Vladimir Lenin. Mayakovsky, 

at one moment, penned the following lines in admiration of Lenin. Writ-
ten in 1924 and dedicated to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
Mayakovsky states:  

Lenin is now
The move live of all living
Our weapon,
Our knowledge
And power
A reader could visualise a certain degree of contribution in his ex-

pression. For example, as he writes on the value of existence, he too 
expresses the impending sorrows that oppose joy and happiness. He too 
considers death as an inevitable factor, and love as a fading fl ower. In his 
poem Very Good written in 1927, he stated in a prophetic tone.

We’ll live to longevity
Never reaching senility
From year to year, shall be, 
Greater our mastery
Praise, hammer and poetry 
Young land of posterity
As the reader may visualise the sense that emerges is not the upper 

layer of the meaning intended, but an ironic tone. This reaches a certain 
degree of climax when Mayakovsky experiences of his last stages of life 
when he was making sensitive attempts to commit suicide.  

The inclusion of Mayakovsky’s essay titled How One Writes a Poem of 
value. Therein Mayakovsky underlines the social and psychological need 
for a sensitive poet to create his poetic work. In the fi rst instance, he 
underlines the poetic creation as a social task that can be accomplished 
only through poetic work. Then comes the grave factor of exact knowl-
edge of at least a feeling for the aspirations of the class or group you 
represent.  

Then comes the use of words and the power of expression, a store-
house that a poet should possess. Mayakovsky too stresses the need for 
a pen, pencil, a typewriter, a telephone and other necessities as a means 
of protection. His last poem that goes as the unfi nished prologue to the 
second part of a poem too or enveloped. This perhaps he had written just 
before his demise, in a sorrowful mood of expression.  

MAKING OF 
MAYAKOVSKY

MAYAKOVSKY ALSO HAD THE CHANCE OF MEETING SOME OF 
THE GREAT WRITERS OF THESE ERAS: MAXIM GORKY AND 

ALEXANDER PUSHKIN. THE LITERARY INFLUENCE OF THESE 
CONTEMPORARY WRITERS HAD BEEN PULSE THAT 
COMPELLED MAYAKOVSKY TO KINDLE HIS SKILLS.  

Book Review

POETRY WITH
SUBSTANCE

DR SUBASHINI PATHMANATHAN

P andit Jasraj is no more. 
He was an exceptional 
Hindustani musician 
who had a powerful 

voice. Due to his gifted qualities, 
he was fortunate to attract a vast 
range of music lovers around the 
world. He was born on 28 January 
1930 and passed away on 17 Au-
gust 2020.

His musical career spanned over 
75 years. His individuality in han-
dling the Hindustani musical tradi-
tion was noteworthy. His soul-stir-
ring voice, his practising of Mewati 
Gharana (school) tradition in Hin-
dustani music, his untiring efforts 
to develop the classical Hindustani 
music in the last half of the 20th 
century and the first quarter of the 
21st century was immeasurable.

All of his contributions to the 
classical Hindustani music lasted in 
numerous forms till the end of his 
life. His contribution was not only 
confined to the field of classical 
Hindustani vocal music but also 
the development of the semi-classi-
cal vocal music.

His melodious devotional music 
had an appeal to classical music 
lovers. His contribution to the field 

of Hindustani music covers all the 
sections of society as well as all the 
aspects of the music.

By his dedicated traditional Hin-
dustani musical career, he inspired 
the entire Indian classical music 
world. Meanwhile, by his excellent 
semi-classical productions he 
attracted millions of average Indian 
music lovers.

Further, millions of devotees 
across the world were attracted by 
his melodious unmatchable devo-
tional songs. It was stated that he 
was the last member in the lineage 
of the virtuoso singers. His excep-
tional contribution to Hindustani 
music will play a considerable role 
in the classical music tradition 
around the world.

His contribution to music has 
been preserved in albums and back-
ground film musical productions. 
Many of his musical traditions 
were done in collaboration with the 
Mewathi Gharana tradition.

He started his early musical 
career under his father. Later he 
received vigorous training in tabla 
under his elder brother Pandit 
Pratab Narayan. The Indian singer 
Begum Akhtar inspired him initial-
ly in his early musical career. Ini-

tially, he underwent training in 
Hindustani classical vocal music at 
the age of 14 and later renounced 
his tabla instrumental training. 
Thereafter he focused on the classi-
cal Hindustani vocal music.

He got his exceptional training 
under the renowned gurus such as 
Pandit Maniram, Jaswant Singh 
Waghela, Beenkar and Gulam 
Qadir Khan in Mewati Gharana 
(school). In addition, he under-
went training in Agra Gharara 
(school) under Swami Vallabhdas 
Damulj

At first, he served as a radio 
artiste for several years before he 
established himself as a stage per-
former. His first stage performance 
took place at the royal courts of 
King Tribhuvan Bir Bikram in 
Nepal in 1953. At that time he was 
only 22 years of age. 

He introduced and innovated an 
important aspect of Jugalbandi, an 
ancient musical tradition, which is 
commonly known as Jasrangi. 
According to this tradition, female 
and male singers sing different 
ragas at the same time.

During his long career, he 
received many honours and titles. 
He received India’s highest civilian 
honour Padma Vibushan in 2000. 
Padma Bhushan was awarded to 
him in 1990 and Padmashri award 

was awarded in 1975.  Last year a 
minor planet between Mars and 
Jupiter in the orbit of the sun was 
named after him as ‘Paditjasraj.’

From 1972 onwards he arranged 
an annual musical festival in mem-
ory of his first guru and his father 
titled Motiram Sangeet Samaroh in 
Hyderabad.

He successfully established his 
teaching centres in different parts 
of the world, including the United 
States, Canada and India. An excel-
lent research institute was estab-
lished in the United States which is 
known as the PanditJasraj Institute 
for Music, Research Artistry and 
Appreciation. It is based on tradi-
tional Guru-Shishya Parampara 
(Gurukula methods). Another 
research institute was estab-
lished in Toronto as the Pandit 
Jasraj Institute of Music.

As a dedicated teacher, he pro-
duced numerous professional 
musicians in the Hindustani 
musical world. During his last 
days, especially due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he contin-
ued his teaching through modern 
electronic technology Skype.

At the age of 90, he used the 
electronic method of teaching 
methodology. He breathed his 
last on 17 August 2020 in New 
Jersey.

Ode to 
Pandit Jasraj

The Annual Art Exhibition of the Russian School 
of Art of the Russian Centre in Colombo will be 
held from September 21 to 30 for 10 days. The 
inauguration ceremony of ”Victory & Peace” an 
exhibition dedicated to the 75th anniversary of the 
Victory over Nazism in the Second World War will 
be held under the patronage of Army Commander 
Lieutenant General Shavendra Silva, Buddha 
Sasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs Ministry 
Secretary Professor Kapila Gunawardena, Russian 
Ambassador Yuri Materiy Colonel Denis I. Shko-
da, Military, Air and Naval Attaché of the Embassy 
of the Russian Federation and Madam Anastasia 
Khokhlova, First Secretary of the Embassy of the 
Russian Federation and Director of the Russian 

Centre in Colombo. This year the whole world 
celebrates the 75th Anniversary of the Victory in 
the Second World War, referred to by Russian peo-
ple as the Great Patriotic War.

This war changed the course of world history, 
the fate of peoples and the map of the world. Peo-
ple resisted the powerful onslaught of a highly 
organized and well-armed adversary – Nazi Ger-
many and its allies. The highest price was paid for 
victory: the price of life. A common task is to pre-
serve the memory of the heroism of the people 
who, by their unity and solidarity, selfless dedica-
tion and incredible love for the Motherland, have 
provided us with peace, freedom and independ-
ence. 

The students of the Russian School of Art have 
been guided by Arjuna Jayasinghe and his assis-
tant teachers, Mahesha Fernando and Natalie Het-
tiarachchi in giving life to thoughts of Peace and 
Harmony among students. With over 140 paint-
ings, the exhibition will portray the expressions of 
the youngsters of the Russian School of Art, which 
have been mostly prepared using environmentally 
friendly material, encouraging sustainability to the 
students from a tender age. 

Participants of the exhibition will be recognized 
at the inauguration ceremony for their participa-
tion in the exhibition. The Russian Centre invites 
all art enthusiasts to pay a visit to Victory & Peace 
which will be open to the public.

Celebrating patriotism
Victory & Peace  Annual Art Exhibition of the Russian Centre in Colombo
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When King Jame-
son declares 
his love for 

Lady Hollis Brite, Hollis is 
shocked—and thrilled. 
After all, she’s grown up 
at Keresken Castle, 
vying for the king’s 
attention alongside 
other daughters of the 
nobility. Capturing his 
heart is a dream come 
true.

Abby and Ellie were 
never close as children. 
Now in their thirties, 

they each harbour deep-root-
ed resentment for the other - 
Abby for her sister's looks and 
her status as their mother's 
favourite. Ellie meanwhile is 
envious of Abby's perfect hus-
band and picturesque home, 
a villa on the sun-soaked Ital-
ian island of Elba.

The Handmaid's Tale is a dys-
topian novel by Canadian 
author Margaret Atwood, 

published in 1985. ... The Hand-
maid's Tale explores themes of 
subjugated women in a patriar-
chal society and the various 
means by which these women 
resist and attempt to gain indi-
viduality and independence.

Big Little Lies is a 2014 
novel written by Liane 
Moriarty. It was pub-

lished in July 2014 by Pen-
guin Publishing. The novel 
made the New York Times 
Best Seller list. In 2015, it was 
a recipient of the Davitt 
Award.

Old texts as well as new 
ones, all about women, 
have been included. 

Already on the first page, we find 
an appalling poem about an 
anonymous woman helplessly 
searching for her daughter’s 
beloved among two hundred 

dead men, "young, 
old, turning face after 
face / to the light"... 
Otherwise, this is the 
only time that the 
writer explicitly 
alludes to the bloody 

conflicts in her native country 
Sri Lanka. Many poems, howev-

er, deal with a precariousness that might not be quite as abys-
mal but nevertheless deep enough: poverty, ageing and change.

Set in a world of govern-
ment censure and ruth-
less stifling of anyone 

who questions their ways, 
CUT is a posthumous look at 
the personal and professional 
life of a visionary theatre art-
ist.

Would he be considered an 
'urban naxal' today or remem-
bered as a fearless agent who 
fought for social change? Did 
he and those close to him 
have to pay the price for their 
voices to be heard?

The Greeks and Romans praised 
'Taprobane' and 18th century 
travelers praised 'Serendip' 

from which name comes the word 
serendipity - the luck of the unex-
pected. So it was for Lord 
Naseby, then plain 
Michael Morris working 
in challenging Calcutta, 
to be told one Monday 
morning on May 10, 1963 
that he must go urgently 
to Colombo, Ceylon to handle a 
crisis. This book is a celebration of 
Lord Naseby's subsequent unique 
involvement with Sri Lanka, its 
people and its politics over the 
last fifty years.  

How did Margaret Thatcher 
change and divide Britain? 
How did her model of com-

bative female leadership help 
shape the way we live now? How 
did the woman who won the Cold 
War and three general elections in 
succession find herself pushed out 
by her own MPs?Charles Moore's 
full account, based on unique 
access to Margaret Thatcher her-
self, her papers and her closest 
associates, tells the story of her last 
period in office, her combative 
retirement and the controversy 
that surrounded her even in death.

To Sleep in a Sea of Stars is a 
masterful epic science fiction 
novel from the New York 

Times and Sunday Times bestsell-
ing author of the Inheritance Cycle, 
Christopher Paolini. Kira Navarez 
dreamed of life on new worlds 
Now she's awakened a nightmare 
During a routine survey mission 
on an uncolonized planet, Kira 
finds an alien relic. At first she's 
delighted, but elation turns to 
terror when the ancient dust 
around her begins to move. As 
war erupts among the stars, Kira 
is launched into a galaxy-span-
ning odyssey of discovery and transformation.  

Mara Dyer knows she isn't crazy. 
She knows that she can kill 
with her mind, and that Noah 
can heal with his. Mara also 
knows that somehow, Jude 
is not a hallucination. He is 
alive. Unfortunately, con-
vincing her family and doc-
tors that she's not unstable 
and doesn't need to be hos-

pitalised isn't easy.

The First World War 
took everything from 
her. Her brother, her 

fiance - and her future. She 
is now considered a 'surplus woman'. But 
Violet is also fiercely independent and 
determined. Escaping her suffocating 
mother, she moves to Winchester to start a new life -a change 
that will require courage, resilience and acts of quiet rebellion. And 
when whispers of another world war surface, she must live with a 
secret that could change everything...

When you read this book, 
you will make many 
assumptions. 

You will assume you are 
reading about a jealous 
ex-wife. You will assume 
she is obsessed with her 
replacement – a beauti-
ful, younger woman 
who is about to marry the man they 
both love. You will assume you know 
the anatomy of this tangled love tri-
angle. Assume nothing.

The number one best-
selling author returns 
with another highly 

charged thriller taking 
Amos Decker, who has 
proved one of his readers' 
favorite characters to date, on an 
action-packed investigation with all 
the trademark twists and turns which 
make David Baldacci one of the 
world's favorite storytellers. A town 
with a secret. A lone hunter discovers 
the remains of a woman in North Dakota's Badlands. She appears to 
have had a post-mortem performed on her reminiscent of those 
only seen on TV shows - but this time, there was no slab, morgue or 
camera in sight.  

It is 1981. Glasgow is 
dying and good fam-
ilies must grift to sur-

vive. Agnes Bain has 
always expected more 
from life. She dreams 
of greater things: a 
house with its own 
front door and a life 

bought and paid for outright 
(like her perfect, but false, teeth). 
But Agnes is abandoned by her 
philandering husband, and 

soon she and her three children find themselves 
trapped in a decimated mining town. As she descends deeper into 
drink, the children try their best to save her, yet one by one they 
must abandon her to save themselves. It is her son Shuggie who 
holds out hope the longest.

Drawing on more than a 
decade of new work, Kim 
and Mauborgne show 

you how to move beyond com-
peting, inspire your people's 
confidence, and seize new 
growth, guiding you step-by-
step through how to take your 
organization from a 
red ocean crowded 
with competition to a 
blue ocean of uncon-
tested market space. 
By combining the 
insights of human psy-
chology with practical 
market-creating tools and real-
world guidance, Kim and 
Mauborgne deliver the defini-
tive guide to shift yourself, your team, or 
your organization to new heights of confidence, market creation, 
and growth. They show why nondestructive creation is as important 
as disruption in seizing new growth.

TiTle: Sisters
AuThor: Michelle Frances

TiTle: Sri lanka: Paradise lost, Paradise regained
AuThor: Michael Naseby

TiTle: The Wife Between us
AuThor: Greer hendricks, Sarah Pekkanen

TiTle: Blue ocean Shift: Beyond Competing - Proven 
Steps to inspire Confidence and Seize New Growth
AuThor: W. Chan Kim / renee Mauborgne

TiTle: Walk the Wire
AuThor: David Baldacci

TiTle: Margaret Thatcher
AuThor: Charles Moore

TiTle: The handmaid's Tale
AuThor: Margaret Atwood

TiTle: Big little lies
AuThor: liane Moriarty

TiTle: Monologues, Soliloquies, ruminations
AuThor: Jean Arasanayagam

TiTle: Cut: The Death and life of a Theatre Activist
AuThor: Sreemoyee Piu Kundu

rs 995
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi 
BooKShoP

rs 1495
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi 
BooKShoP

rs 1195
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi 
BooKShoP

rs 1100
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi 
BooKShoP

rs 1845
AvAilABle AT 

GoDAGe
BooKShoP

rs 3780
AvAilABle AT 
viJiThA YAPA
BooKShoP

rs 2800
AvAilABle AT 

MAKeeN
BooKShoP

rs 1400
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi
BooKShoP

rs 1440
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi
BooKShoP

rs 2030
AvAilABle AT 
viJiThA YAPA
BooKShoP

TiTle: To Sleep in a Sea of Stars
AuThor: Christopher Paolini

TiTle: The evolution of Mara Dyer
AuThor: Michelle hodkin

TiTle: Single Thread
AuThor: Tracy Chevalier

TiTle: The Betrothed
AuThor: Kiera Cass

rs 1345
AvAilABle AT 

MAKeeN
BooKShoP

rs 1185
AvAilABle AT 

SArASAvi 
BooKShoP

rs 2030
AvAilABle AT 
viJiThA YAPA
BooKShoP

TiTle: Shuggie Bain
AuThor: Douglas Stuart

rs 2030
AvAilABle AT 
viJiThA YAPA
BooKShoP

rs 2030
AvAilABle AT 
viJiThA YAPA
BooKShoP
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH, NUTRITION & 
INDIGENOUS MEDICINE

1.  Sealed bids for the supply of under mentioned medical equipment will be received by the 
Chairman, Deputy Director General (Laboratory Services), Ministry of Health & Indigenous 
Medical Service, Laboratory Services Unit, No. 385, Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero 
Mawatha, Colombo 10 upto 10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020. 

2. 

No. Items
Non refundable 

Tender fee

1 Procurement of 20 Nos. of Point of Care System 
to PMCUs

3,500.00

3.  Only the sole nominated representatives/accredited agents of manufactures of the 
equipment offered for the Sri Lanka market are eligible to participate in this bid. 

4.  Sealed bids should be made on a completed set of bidding documents in duplicates and 
original separate and sent by registered post addressed to Chairman, Deputy Director 
General (Laboratory Services) Ministry of Health Indigenous Medical Service..  No.385, 
Rev Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha, Colombo 10 or deposit in the tender box 
kept at the offi ce of the Director (Laboratory Services) at the above address. 

5.  Bidding document will be obtained from the Director (Laboratory Services) Ministry of 
Health, on above address fron 17.09.2020 to 07.10.2020 between 10.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. 
during working days on submission of the following documents. 

  a.)  A written application addressed to Deputy Director General (Laboratory Services), 
Ministry of Health. 

  b.) Certifi cate of business registration (Certifi ed photocopy) 

  c.)  A certifi cate letter issued by the principals appointing your company as local agents 
for their product. 

  d.)  Upon payment of the non- refundable fee stand above in cash to Accountant Ministry 
of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine 

  e.)  Upon production of the certifi cate registration issued by the Registrar of Companies 
under the para 8 of Public Contact Act for each offer to be eligible in this procurement 
(Certifi ed photocopy).

6.  Bids will be opened immediately after the closing of bids and bidders or their authorized 
agents are permitted to be present when the bids opened. 

7.  Bidding documents may be inspected free of charge at the Director Laboratory Services 
Offi ce. 

8.  Further the information could be obtained from the Director (Laboratory services) Ministry 
of Health & Indigienous Medical Service (011 2673135) 

  Pre bid meeting on 22.09.2020 at 2.00 pm offi ce of lab services/Ministry of Health. 
(Please participate one member from each company)

 Chairman 
 Deputy Director General (Laboratory Services) 
 Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine,
 No. 385, Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha,
 Colombo 10.  

PROCUREMENT NOTICE FOR 
SUPPLY OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

My No : RG/NB/11/2/30/2020/”•/සැ

NOTICE UNDER THE LAND REGISTERS RECONSTRUCTED FOLIO ORDINANCE (CAP. 120)
1.  I hereby give notice under Section 04 of the Land Registers Reconstructed Folio Ordinance (Cap. 120)  that Land Register Folios, 

particulars of which appear in Column 1 of the schedule hereto, affecting the lands described in Column 2, thereof which have been 
found to be missing or torn, have been reconstructed in full in provisional folios and relate to the connected deeds, particulars of 
which are shown in Column 3 of the said schedule.

2.  The Provisional folio will be opened for inspection by any person or persons interested therein at the office of the Registrar of Lands, 
Delkanda  02.10.2020 to 16.10.2020 between the hours of 10.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on all working days.

3.   Any person desirous of lodging any objection against any entry included in a provisional folio or against any of the particulars 
contained in any such entry and any person desiring to make a claim for the insertion of any entry or of any particulars alleged to 
have been improperly omitted from any entry must do so, by an objection or claim in writing addressed to the undersigned which 
must be sent under Registered Cover and must reach the office of the Registrar General not later than 23.10.2020. The matter in 
respect of which the objection or claim is made must be clearly and fully set out in the objection or claim, and the objection or 
claim must be accompanied by all documentary evidence relies upon the support of it.

SCHEDULE

Particulars of damaged
Folios of the Land Registers

Particulars of Land Particulars of Deeds 
Registered

Folio No. 294 of Volume 1381  
of Division Mි of the Land 
Registry Delkanda in Colombo 
District.

All that  allotment of  land  in lot No. 01A in plan No. 
1143 dated 23.02.1983 made by A.G. Fernando 
licensed surveyor of the land caleld 'Kaluhaminewatta' 
situated at Galle Road - Ratmalana South in the Palle 
Pattu Salpti Korale in the District of Colombo, Western 
Province and bounded on the,
North by :  Lot AS A1 - According to plan No. 

1143
East by : Lot 2 - According to paln No. 1120
South by :  Lot 01C
West by : Galle Road

Extent  : A:00   R:00   P: 07.50

01.  Deed of Mortgage No. 2231 
written and attested by N.J. 
Fernando Notary Public on 
29.01.1996.

02.  Deed of Lease No. 1788 written 
and attested by P. 
Kumarathunga Notary Public 
on 01.03.2006.

03.  Deed of Lease No. 1873 written 
and attested by P.K. 
Kumarathunga Notary Public 
on 01.03.2008. 

Registrar General's Department 
No. 234/A3, 
Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha,   
Battaramulla.

N.C. Vithanage
Registrar General

CENTRAL PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

CONSTRUCTIONS AND RENOVATIONS
SOURCE OF FUNDS - FOREIGN FUNDS

MINISTRY OF HEALTH, INDIGENOUS MEDICINE, SOCIAL WELFARE, PROBATION 
AND CHILDCARE SERVICES

CENTRAL PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES YEAR 2020
It is hereby notified that the newspaper advertisement over the constructions and renovations of Central Provincial 
Department of Health Services that appeared on 03.09.2020 has been amended as follows.

As per Public Finance Circular No: 4/2016(ii) dated 08.05.2019, Bids will be called under National Competitive Bidding for 
contracts of which estimated cost is less than Rs. 50 Million and 5% preference will be considered for contracts registered in 
Central Province.

2.  Registration (CIDA Grade).

Relevant 
Serial No. Constructions & Renovations Registration mentioned 

in the Advertisement
Registration to be 

Amended

16
Renovation of the Quarters of Dental Surgeon Galewela 
Regional Hospital (Total estimated sum Rs. 5,500,000.00)

C6, C7 -

19
Construction of Access Way of Eye Ward, District Base 
Hospital, Dickoya (Total estimated sum Rs. 1,870,000.00)

C7, C8 C8, C9

 Central Provincial Department of 
 Health Services
 No. 163, Sangaraja Mawatha,
 Kandy.
Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee

16.09.2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS

  TENDER AND OTHER ADVERTISEMENTS

To avoid inconvinience, Send your      
Marriage Proposals through e-mail...

classifi eds@lakehouse .lk
For confi rmation & more details - Anusha - 077 7 278 948 | Piumi - 011 2 429 383 | Ramani - 011 2 429 347

Additional Each word - Rs. 23/- will be chared
for 15 Words - Rs. 560/-
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CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD

CENTRAL PROVINCE

Continued....

The electricity supply would be interrupted on given dates and times in the month of September - 2020 - (Part II)

In pursuit of our objective of improving  the quality of supply and service to the consumers, Ceylon Electricity Board intends to 
attend to construction, rehabilitation and maintenance works in the localities listed below. As a result, the electricity supply would 
be interrupted to those areas on the dates/times mentioned. We regret any inconvenience caused to the consumers in these areas 
as a result of these interruptions to our services. Ceylon Electricity Board would take all steps to restore the electricity supplies 
as soon as the planned works are completed.

Date & Time Effected Area

Nawalapitiya Electrical Engineer Area
Nawalapitiya Electricity Consumer Service Center

26 (Saturday)
30 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Mapakande   -  ii, Inguruoya  - ii
Inguruoya – I, Inguruoya New Colony, Bar Caple 
MHP

Gampola Electricity Consumer Service Center
23 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
13:00 p.m

Watupola (Werawela), Babaradeniya,Welamboda - 
Rangoda, Ambanwela, Dehitiyawela, Nonawatta, 
Wemliwatte - ii, Nonawatta, Maweekubura, Gona-
dika Estate, Liyangahawela, Seewali Hill Tea Factory 
(Pvt) Ltd, Wembliwatte, Nikahatiya, Elipatakanda Tea 
Factory, Wattappola R.E., Welamboda R.E., Ganhata 
Junction, Udayakanda Tea, Rakawalpola Junction 
Welamboda, Greenwalley Factory, Liyangahawatte, 
Watadeniya - Appallagoda, Hammedia Tea Factory 
- Gampola, Welmboda, Kudumirissa, ECSC - Gam-
pola, Welamboda Mosque,

Ginigathhena Electrical Engineer Area
Norton Electricity Consumer Service Center

17 (Thursday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m

Castleriegh T.T.C., Castleriegh Dam Site, Castleriegh 
Watta

22 (Tuesday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m
Wimalasurendra Valve House

24 (Thursday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m

Polpitiya Power Staion, Polpitiya New Grid Substation, 
Madeniya, Hetigegama R.E. Minuwandeniya R.E,.
Gowala Watta, Adit 3 Hemmantawa, Morahenagama 
Garment

Hatton Electricity Consumer Service Center

21 (Monday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m

Darawala Upper  Divstion, Darawala DMCC, 
Batalgala Estate, Darawala Pump House, Darawala 
Garment, Dickoya  Town No-02, Wanaraja Estate, 
Wanaraja work shop,Wanaraja Lower Divition, 
Glancon Hospital - 1, Glancon Hospital - 2, Newton, 
New Velly,

Maskeliya Electricity Consumer Service Center
17 (Thursday)

From 10:00 am to 
16:00 p.m

Blairathol, Dunkeld Upper Division, Dunkeld 
Division, Dunkeld Estate, Dick Oya, Dunkeld Estate

21 (Monday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m
Norwood No.02

28 (Monday)
From 10:00 am to 

16:00 p.m

Rockwood Division, New Generation Clothing 
(Pvt), Norwood Estate, Norwood  No. 02 , Norwood 
Town, Milkboard Norwood, Poitry Estate, Venture 
Estate, Kirkoswald Factory, Kirkoswald (Middle) 
Estate, Kirkoswald LD, Kirkoswald Estate, ST. 
John Delary, Kew Estate, Tincient Estate, Morar 
Estate, Bogawanthalawa Estate, ST. Theresa Estate, 
Singrawatta, Robhill Upper Division, Ariyapura 
Sripura, Bogowanthalawa Town, Bogawana Factory, 
Bogawana R.E, Kotiyagala Estate, Kotiyagala U/D, 
Champion Estate, Champion Bazaar, Loinorn Estate, 
Aldi, Fetrosso Tea Factory, Fetrosso R.E, Champion 
MHP, Linon MHP, Kirikoswald MHP,

Kundasale Electrical Engineer Area
Hasalaka Electricity Consumer Service Center

19 (Saturday)
29 (Tuesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Dewagiriya, Dewagiriya Egodagama, Abenayaka 
Metal Crusher, Bogaswewa No.02 Scheme, Damith 
Metal Crusher - Guruwelayaya, Guruwelayaya 
Scheme, Bogahawewa (Malgammana), 
Maraka,Maraka Gangeyaya, Raddunuwewa 
Scheme, KumbukandanaWasama, Dunuwalapitiya 
Gangeyaya, Water Intake - Dunuwalapitiya, 
Medakanda, Palupitiya, Thuniriyawewa, Wasgamuwa 
Santchury, Handagamuwa (3Ela), Water Treatment 
Plant Viharagama,  Handuganawa Aliwanguwa, 
Toppalapitiya,

22 (Tuesday)
27 (Sunday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Mahawli Pump House Randenigala, Mahaweli Buliding 
Site Randenigala, N.C.C Camp Rantambe, C.E.B Camp 
Rantmbe Bamiya, 9th Mile Post Ambagaha Pellessa, 
New Ududumbara Rice Mill

26 (Saturday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Hettipola Town, Peoples Bank-Hettipolla, Hettipola 
Telecom, New Sub Hettipola Town - i, New Sub 
Hettipola Town - ii, Goda Ulpotha Scheme, Watagala 
Wilgamuwa Samatha Wipassana, Moragaha Ulpotha, 
Synohydro Kaluganga Reservoir, Rawanagama, 
Kiulewadiya, Ranamure, Narangamuwa

Dumbara Electricity Consumer Service Center
29 (Tuesday)

From 08:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Aurvedic Sub Pallekalle, Ambakote, Snackings (Pvt) 
Ltd., Victoriya Range Housing, Ambakote Saththuwatta 
Sarvodaya Para, Aluthwatta - i, Aluthwatta - ii, Nihal 
Dolamite, SamarasinghaDolamite, Nugahamula, 
Ananda Dolamite, Babaragala Senarathwela, 
Maberiyatenna - i  (Coconut  Collecting  Center), 
Victoriya Link (Mariland), A.R.M. Builders, 
Ambagalanda, Ambagalanda Gammedda, 
Kumbukkandura - i, Kumbukkandura Church RD., 
Dananandana Sow mill, Senarathwela, Nithulemada, 
Nithulemada Parketawella, Rajawella Holdings, 
Maberiyatenna - ii, Rajawella Golf, Golf Club, 
Maberiyatenna Ofce, S.T.F. Camp Ambakote, 
Dolamite Factory, Dolamite Factory - Rajawella,

Date & Time Effected Area
UdaDumbara Electricity Consumer Service Center

17,24 (Thursday)
From 08:30 am to 

17:00 p.m

Mediwaka Gangoda, Kaluntenna, Mahawela, 
Udapitawala, PallePitawala, Hapukanda, Dewahandiya, 
Matiwalatenna, Kalalgamuwa, Galapitagama 
Miniwangamuwa, Madugalle, Airtel Tower 
Galapitagama - Madugalla, Madugalle New, Kalawala, 
Udadumbara - Kalawella,

Mawanella Electrical Engineer Area
Mawanella Electricity Consumer Service Center

18 (Friday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Molligoda Water Supply, Uda Molligoda RE, 
Warakapanenew, Kahawandala Weliwatura 
Ruwanpura, Heenatipona

19,26 (Saturday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Kiringadeniya, Woodooth Classic Lanka - Mawanella, 
Weligalla Water Supply, Mawanella Maurapada, 
Weligalla new, Edna Enginneering, Anwarama, 
Eshan Hotel, Ransiri Confactionary (Removed), 
River View Garden Heendeniya - Mawanella, 
Kondeniya, Danagama Calony, Athauda Metal 
Crusher Mawanella, Ilukgoda - ii (New), Ilukgoda - i, 
Renaketugama Mellakele, Dehimaduwa, Siriniwasa 
(Pvt.) Ltd., Ambulugla, Aththanagoda Kandadeniya 
Scheme, Aththanagoda, New Sub at near Ishan Hotel, 
Bulugollawatta Land – Heendeniya,

21 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Hinguloya Tea Factory, Makadawara Uduwewa New, 
Kodithuwakku Metal Crusher, Winsland Reality Farm, 
Hingula Mosque, GaneThanna Tea Factory, Water 
Board Pahala Kadugannawa, New Sub at Hingula, Re 
Speed Metal Crusher, Canora Tea Factory - Hingula

25 (Friday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Ambalakanda, Balungala Sangaramale, Mount Came  / 
Tea Factory, Ambalakanda - Hulankapolla

26 (Saturday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Nadeniya, Beligammana - i, Jayasiri Windscreen, AL 
Mubaris (Pvt) Ltd., Food City Mawanella, Thakiya Rd. 
Mawanella, Marawa, Mawanella Town, Mawanella 
Hospital, Nayawela New, Rubber Factory Mawanella, 
Block Rubber Factory, Thakiya Rd. Mawanella New, 
Venus Hall (Hemarathagama Rd), Post Ofce Sub - 
Mawanella 03,

Dippitiya Electricity Consumer Service Center
18 (Friday)

From 09:00 am to 
12:00 p.m

Polambegoda, Alupotha, Horewela, Deiyanwela

19 (Saturday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

(Erapodupitiya) Kalugala, Debathgama Kalugala, 
Ganthuna Udagama

25 (Friday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Gal Athara Ihalagama, Asmadala Dialog Tower 
Asmadala, Wattegedara (Millangoda)Arawpola 
Labutuwa Scheme Epalawa Light Eng. Horewala 
Deiyanwela, Ganthuna Udagama

28 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Girapathgama–Weragolla, Gavilipitiya – New, 
Pannala, New Sub at Dippitiya Town, Mawathagoda, 
Welimanna, Dimoulagmuwa (Dialog), Galbokka, 
Horewala, Deiyanwela

Hemmathagama Electricity Consumer Service Center
23,30 (Wednesday)

From13:00pm to 
15:00 p.m

Balawathgama Paranagama, Ashokapura 
Lamaniwasaya  Sinharaja   Colany,  Ambadeniya 
Kurgala, Siyambalawa, Additional Sub At 
Balawathgama,  RDA Project – Mixed Pump, Aludeniya, 
Re-Settlement H/Scheme –Ambadeniyawatta

28 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Asupiniella MHP

Galagedara Electrical Engineer Area
Poojapitiya Electricity Consumer Service Center

17 (Thursday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Kithulgolla, Kithulgala Welgala (Udakithulgalla), 
Salee’s Shopping Complex – Ramakotuwa, Galhinna 
I  (Alawatta), Galhinna iii (Mosque) Galhinnaii 
(Ramakotuwa), Galhinna Telecom, Galhinna iv 
(Kattappuwa), Kabalgastenna, Dialog Cabin

21 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Hapugolla (RE + BS), Vilana Tea Factory, Wilana R.E 
( Elle kade)

Nugawela Electricity Consumer Service Center
19 (Saturday)
24 (Thursday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Palkumbura, Palkumbura Water Supply Scheme, 
Bolagala (B/S), Pallekotuwa

21 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Inigala II (Near Mosque), National Water & Drainage 
Board Kondadeniya, Inigala

22,29 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Wegiriya, Gohagoda (Polwatta), Thekkawatta, Great 
Water Supply Project – Gohagoda. In.

Hatharaliyadda Electricity Consumer Service Center
18 (Friday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Weththewa, Udabogawa, Elotuwa Watta, 
Minigamuwa, Tennewala Minigamuwa, Bogashinna, 
Sangarajapura,Welivita Pahalagama, Siurupitiya, 
Kithuldora Deulwaththa Sangarajapura, Kolugala

21 (Monday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Poholiyadda 1, Dehideniya, Galagedara Water 
Treatment Plant, Nikatenna Walpolatenne, 
Malpolayaya

Date & Time Effected Area

Dambulla Electrical Engineer Area
Dambulla Electricity Consumer Service Center

19 (Saturday)
From 08:30 am to 

17:00 p.m

Dambulla Town 1, Dambulla Hospital, New Substation 
at Tikiri Mawatha, Court Junction, Nissanka Mawatha, 
Golden Tempale, Dambulla Water Project – ii, Dambulla 
Water Project–I, Selltell (Dilog) Tower, M.D.E. Dam Site, 
Pump Hose, NW & DB – Intake, Fisheries Corparation, 
Water Purucation, Nawagashinna, Galwetiyawa 
(Salupullana Wewa), Cargills Food City – 2 (Kurunegala 
Rd), Dambulla Cricket Stadium, Pohoranwewa Scheme, 
Ice Factory, Mirihela Rice Mill, Tropical Village Resort, 
Pohoranwewa Pelathawana, Ibbankatuwa Bridge, CIC 
Dairies (Pvt) Ltd., Janaudanagama (Ibbankatuwa), 
Dambulla Hotel Resort and Country Club, Idanloluwatta 
Maligatenna, Kiriwalhinnagama Water Project, 
Thennakoonpura– 1, Thennakoonpura–2, Talakiriyagama, 
New Substation Thalakiriyagama, Maliban Diary (Pvt.) 
Ltd., Mookalanyaya, Meewalapathaha, Wettiyaya, 
Malaviyagama, Kohobagahahena, Yatigalpotta 
Meegahahena, Yatigalpotta, Makulgolla,Kudawewa, 
Suwanila Restaurent, Thalakiriyagama New, Silwathgama,

26 (Saturday)
From 08:30 am to 

17:00 p.m

Kandalama Junction, Adahana Maluwa, Perera Hotel 
(New Hotel), Rathmalgahaela–2 (Kudagammanaya), 
Rathmalgahaela–1, J.C. Village, No.78/1, Dambulla–
Yapagama, Cultural Heritage and Spa, Yapagama 
Siyabalawewa Scheme, Yapagama, Pahalawewa 
Yapagama, Kirigolla Weehenpitiya, Thiththawelgolla, 
Thiththawelgolla–II, Tata & Midland Rice Mill, Thilanka 
Hotel, Ayesha Rice Mill, K.T.R. - H.M.N.G. Mohamad 
(Rice Moragollawa), Victoria Rice Mill, Lanka Plastic 
(Polisak-1), Lanka Polisaks (2), KTC Rice Producers, 
Dambuluoya Rice Mill, Nishm (Jayawardana)  Rice 
Mill, Binthabara Scheme – Dambulla, Resort of 
Paradise (Pvt) Ltd., Wellangasmana, 2nd Mile Past 
Kalundewa,Walgamwewa, Kalundewa Peragiliya, 
Kalundewa Aluthgama, Kalundewa Paranagama, 
Kalundawa Paranagama Thibirigasyaya, Agunawelpalassa, 
Etabula (Agunawelpalassa New)Puwakaththawala-1, 
Puwakaththawala-2, Madamulla Scheme, Lanka Non 
Woven, STF Camp 40th Mile Kialagolla, Dilrukshi Farm,

Naula Electricity Consumer Service Center
22 (Tuesday)

From 08:30 am to 
17:00 p.m

Image Industries (Pvt.) Ltd., Rajamal Uyana, 
Moragahamada, Dekidawaththe, Hathamunagala  
Estate Moragahamada, Hathamunagala, ESCPS 
Ankanda (Pvt.)  Ltd., Haira  Farm  Ankanda, Ketawala, 
Rajjammana  Water Supply, Thalagahakotuwa 
(Rajjammana), Kubaloluwa Jc. Andawala 
(Mukalanyaya), Andawela Lihinipitiya, Akarahaduwa, 
Akarahaduwa Stage–II, Andawala, Nagala Colony, 
Atismale, Ankanda MHP, Rajjammana  MHP,

Pallepola Electricity Consumer Service Center
18 (Friday)

From 08:30 am to 
17:00 p.m

Kanadana

Peradeniya Electrical Engineer Area
Eriyagama Electricity Consumer Service Center

18 (Friday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Pragathi Mw. & Cristoper Mw. – Eriyagama, Cargills 
Food City – Peradeniya, Pahala Eriyagama, Sarananda 
(Temple – Eriyagama), Peradeniya Town No. 2 
(Thusitha Cinema), Petroleum Corporation

22 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Gannoruwa Workshop (Army Camp), Gannoruwa Soya 
Bean Factory, Gannoruwa Inservice Station, Alexandra, 
Plant Production Center, Ranabima, Gannoruwa - 
Central, Audio Visual Center - Gannoruwa (Agricul.), 
Gannoruwa Agr. Publication Center, Gannoruwa Agr. 
Research Lab, Gannoruwa Vetarinary Lab., Vetanary 
Reseurch Institute, Gannoruwa PGRC - 1, Gannoruwa 
PGRC-2, Water Pump Gatambe, Pelawa, Gannoruwa 
Housing, Gannoruwa, Seed, Agriculture,

24 (Thursday)
From 09:00 am to 

13:00 p.m

Katukandeniya, Mount Franion, Mount Franion Tea 
Factory, Dehianga T/F, Shahid Brothers (Pvt) Ltd - 
Muruthalawa,

Yatinuwara Electricity Consumer Service Center
23 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
13:00 p.m

Arawwawala,Embekka

24 (Thursday)
From 09:00 am to 

13:00 p.m

Dehi-anga Colony, Dehi-anga Mosque

Ampitiya Electricity Consumer Service Center
21 (Monday)

From 12:00 am to 
15:00 p.m

Pradeshiya Saba – Thalathu Oya, Thalatuoya, 
Thalatuoya  P/L (Pinnagolla), Thalatuoya Telecom, 
Mudunakade, Navy Camp (Grayline), Dulmure 
Kapuliyadda, New Subat Mihidumthenna, 
Rathmalwatta Land - Thalathuoya

Nuwaraeliya Electrical Engineer Area
Walapane Electricity Consumer Service Center

17 (Thursday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Ketakandura, Walapane Batagollagama Scheme,

22 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Egodakanda, Water Board Werella, Werellapathana, 
Ruppe Nayakele, Meeriyabedda, Kalaganwatte, 
Miriswaththa, TheripahaGalkandawala, Welihinda, 
Walahinda Imbulapathana Scheme, Mallagama, 
Teripaha (Near Hospital ), Bolagandawale, 
Nildandahinna, Goradiyagolla, TeaFactory, Dambare, 
Ambanella, Wewatenna, Udamadura, Near Chandana 
Metal Crusher, Nildandahinna New,
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01.   The Chairman, Divisional Procurement Committee, Executive Engineer’s Office, Road Development Authority, Kalmunai on behalf 
of the Executive Engineer, RDA, Kalmunai invites sealed Bids from the eligible and qualified Bidders as described below :

Detailed description of requirements and specifications are given in Bidding Document.

Procurement Code
No: Name of the Contract Unit Qty Location

Required Bid Security

Bid Security
Amount 

(Rs.)

Valid Period
Up to

RDA/EE/KM/2020/10 Tipper Truck- 1.25 cube (5 ton) No. 01 Sammanthurai Depot 5,000.00

01.01.2021

RDA/EE/KM/2020/11 Supply & Piling of River Sand m3 100 Sammanthurai Depot 5,000.00

RDA/EE/KM/2020/12 Supply & Piling of River Sand m3 100 Chavalakada Depot 5,000.00

RDA/EE/KM/2020/13 Supply & Piling of Aggregate 
Base Course (ABC)

m3 450 CRWB Road
384+850 – 385+300km

5,000.00

RDA/EE/KM/2020/14 Supply & Piling of Aggregate 
Base Course (ABC)

m3 100 Sammanthurai Depot 5,000.00

RDA/EE/KM/2020/15 Supply & Piling of Approved Soil 
Type-II

m3 100 Sammanthurai Depot 5,000.00

RDA/EE/KM/2020/16 Supply & Piling of Approved Soil 
Type-II

m3 100 Chavalakada Depot 5,000.00

02.   Bidding will be conducted through Local Competitive Bidding procedure that shall be governed by the Procurement guidelines of 
Government of Sri Lanka and is open to all eligible Bidders that meet the eligibility and Qualification requirements given in the 
Bidding Documents.

03.   A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested Bidders on submission of a written 
application along with the copy of the Registration Certificate issued by Registration under the Public Contracts Act No.03 of 1987 
Department of the Registrar of Companies for the contract and ICTAD Book to the Executive Engineer, Road Development Authority, 
Kalmunai from 16.09.2020 until 30.09.2020 between 9.00 am and 3.00 pm on working days upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Sri Lanka Rupees One Thousand Eighty (Rs.1, 080.00) for each document (including VAT). The method of payment will be 
by cash.

04.   Bids shall be delivered in duplicate separately for each package to the following address “The Chairman, Procurement Committee, 
Executive Engineer’s Office, Road Development Authority, Kalmunai” at or before 2.00 p.m. on 01st October 2020. Late Bids 
will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing in the presence of the Bidders or representatives who choose to attend. 
(Procurement Code No. of the Bid should be indicated on the Top left corner of the sealed envelope)

05.  Bids shall be valid up to 91 days from the time of closing of Bids.

06.   Bids shall be accompanied by a Bid security from a reputed bank for an amount given in the above table. Bid Security shall be valid 
up to 29.12.2020.

Chairman,
Procurement Committee
Executive Engineer, RDA,
Kalmunai.

MINISTRY OF HIGHWAYS

ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
INVITATION FOR BIDS

Hiring of Vehicle and Supply of Materials for Sammanthurai and
Chavalakada Depots in Executive Engineer’s Division, RDA, Kalmunai

for the year 2020 / 2021

Continuation....

,yq;if kpd;rhu rig
CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD
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CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD

Deputy General Manager (Central Province), 
Ceylon Electricity Board
No.04, Asgiriya Rd,
Kandy.

T.P. 081-2234000                                           

You can now pay your electricity bills at www.ceb.lk

Date & Time Effected Area

Nuwaraeliya Electrical Engineer Area
Walapane Electricity Consumer Service Center

24 (Thursday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Glendevon Estate, Mahakudagala, Mahakudagala 
Factory, Apple Reach Factory, High Forest Factory, 
High Forest Bunglow, Maturata Kurunduoya  
(Mathurata Factory), Chairly Vally Division, Galaboda 
- Dulgolla - i, Elma Factory, Constructed By Uva 
Province, Galaboda RE, Rilamulla Estate, Bremley 
Estate, Loriston, Gonakele, High Forest Town

Rikillagaskada Electricity Consumer Service Center
16 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Ladupitiya

29 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Alagolla, Gonapitiya, Gonapitiya Keengolla, 
Goodwood, Malsara - Nuwara, Mandaramnuwara, 
Horagolla, Marigold Factory, Dunukebedda,  Maturata, 
Wellagiriya, Marthuwela, Gallella Godigamuwa, 
Manakola, Elamulla, Kabaragala Upper Division, 
Padiyapelella, Ladupitiya, Padiyapelella MHP, 
Manakola MHP, Kabaragala MHP,

Lindula Electricity Consumer Service Center
16 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Talawakele Estate

22 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

New Portmore Factory, Waverly Factory, Dayagama 
Arddy, Dayagama Town, Dayagamaest II, Dayagama 
Hospital, Dayagama West Factory, Dayagama East 
II & III, Dayagama West 6 Division, Dayagama 
East Factory, Sandirigama Factory, Turbert Farm, 
Sandirigama Yarraval, Powysland Estate, Dayagama 
West Estate, Wewerley MHP

29 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Lindula Hospital, Lindula Town, Lamiliar Estate, 
Tokyo Floral Lanka Ltd., Mattakele Estate, TRI - ii, 
TRI - i, Parmeston Estate, Galkandawatte Esate, 
Sommerset Bunglow, Langadale Resort, Radella Club, 
Wangioya Estate, Radella Estate, Udaradella Estate, 
Udaradella SLBC, Sommerset Estate, Transfashion 
Esatate, Waltrim MHP, Summerset MHP, Eco Power 
MHP, Radella MHP,

Thawalanthenna Electricity Consumer Service Center
17 (Thursday)

From 09:00 am to 
12:00 p.m

Holyrood, Watagoda Estate, Watagoda Telecom, 
Watagoda Town, North Medakumbura, Madakumbura 
South, Medakumbura, Fernlands (Kaipugala)

22 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

12:00 p.m

Eetan Estate

Date & Time Effected Area

Katugasthota Electrical Engineer Area
Madulkele Electricity Consumer Service Center

18,25 (Friday)
23,30 (Wednesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Panwila Angammana Galpihilla Watta, Galpihilla RE, 
Pitawala Junction, Angammana

Wattegama Electricity Consumer Service Center
16 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Pallegunnepana Co-op, Dialog Base Station Pahala 
Gunnepana, Lewella Sirimalwatta

Kegalle Electrical Engineer Area
RambukkanaElectricity Consumer Service Center

16 (Wednesday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Dombemada  (Sillugala), Seruwagala (Dobemada), 
Moragahawela, Rathnagiri Metal Crusher, Kudagama 
Junction, Walgama RE, Wawetenna RE (Kapuwatte)

18 (Friday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Boraluwa, Eriyagolla, Ethwatewatta, Godagandeniya 
RE, Kansalagamuwa RE, Malmeeya, Weniwella,
Walagoda, Parape, parape Pahalagama RE

19 (Saturday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Heenabowa,Dedunupitiya,Damunupola,Rangamuwa,
Kalotuwawa

22 (Tuesday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Weligamuwa Power Loom, Weligamuwa RE, 
Kotawella, Gabbela RE, Gabbala Medagama, 
Deliwala, Compost Factory, Hewadiwela RE, 
Hewadiwela Vidyalaya, Alugolla, Siyabalangamuwa, 
Sudath Lime, Hansawela Weligamuwa-Walpola, 
New S/S at Nathambura, Mahagama Hewadiwela, 
Kadigamuwa, Udagama, Halagiriya, Muwapitiya, 
Pattampitiya, Kempitikanda, Gangoda

Moronthota Electricity Consumer Service Center
16 (Wednesday)

From 09:00 am to 
11:00 a.m

Wathura, Alapalawela

Thulhiriya Electricity Consumer Service Center
17 (Thursday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Mobitel Tower at Weragoda, Demataunuwa Beligala, 
Makuddala, Pallewela (Galkaduwa), Batuwattaketa, 
Hathagoda - Paragahaliyadda,Wadukaudu Matriugama, 
Water Pumping Station - Warapitiya,

17,24 (Thursday)
28 (Monday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Penihela Watta (W.S & D.Board), Godawela, 
Algamawatta, Algama Bambaragala, Algama R.E, 
Kandegama, Paranatala, Uduwaka, Puhulegama & 
Pandeniya off Algamawatta, Madurupitiya Algama– 
01,02,

Date & Time Effected Area

19 (Saturday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Paspolakanda, Boyagane Apperl

21 (Monday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Dialog Tower at Egalla, Egalla–Wijaya Metal, 
Maspotha, Ranwala Ragalakanda R.E., Akwatta R.E.,
Pinnagoda Kanda

22 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Gasnawa Udakotasa, Udukumbura Junction, 
Mobitel Tower – Tholangamuwa, Tholangamuwa 
Udukumbura, Burunnawa, Burunnawa 
Udadelgamuwa, Watakoluwawa, Ihala Morawaka, 
Peelakumbura, Gasnewa Yournawatta

25 (Friday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Mobitel–Alawwa, Mobitel Tower Waddeniya, 
Waddeniya R.E., Waddeniya New, Wimalagama New 
Weniwalkaduwa,

26 (Saturday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

PenihelaWatta

27 (Sunday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Row LankaIndustries, Nelundeniya R.E., Assalla 
Kanda R.E., Ihalagama Mobitel Tower Manpita, 
Batapotella, Clean Polly Packing (Pvt.) Ltd. 
YattogodaII, Galigamuwa Garment, Yattogoda–1, 
Ballapana R.E.,LMP Oil Mills Alawwa Kobbewala 
R.E.,Dammala R.E. Hewanagedara (Ridikotuwa)

29 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Dimbulgamuwa RE, Dimbulgamuwawatta, Randeniya 
RE, Amunugama, Dialog Tower - Hiriwadunna, 
Diyagama, Puwakdeniya New S/S, Kalugalla New, 
Sleek Hotel Kegalle, Gurumuduna Watta, Mahena – 
Delgamuwa Rd, Delgamuwa, Elipangamuwa

29 (Tuesday)
From 09:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Row Lanka Industries, Nelundeniya R.E., Assalla 
Kanda R.E., Ihalagama Mobitel Tower Manpita 
Batapotella

Kegalle Electricity Consumer Service Center

25 (Friday)
From 08:00 am to 

17:00 p.m

Water Intake – Halmada, Water Treatment Plant

Kandy City Electrical Engineer Area
22 (Tuesday)

From 09:00 am to 
17:00 p.m

Call Link,Suntel,Kahalla

SRI JAYAWARDENAPURA GENERAL HOSPITAL

Tender For The Supply of Medical & 
Laboratory Equipment

01.  Sealed tenders are invited by the Chairman, Departmental Procurement 
Committee, Sri Jayawardenapura General Hospital, Thalapathpitiya, Nugegoda 
for the following Medical & Laboratory Equipment up to 10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020.

Tender 
No.

Item Qty
Non-Refundable 

Deposit (Rs.)

Q 552/20 Automatic Slide Stainer 01 No 3,000.00

Q 553/20
Turis Transection Working 
Eliment

01 No 3,000.00

Q 554/20 ICU Beds 06 Nos 3,000.00

Q 555/20 Electric Sternum Saw 01 No 3,000.00

Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding Procedure.

 Bidders may be manufacturers/Agents/Companies who have previous experience to 
supply smiliar equipment.

A complete set of bidding documents in duplicate purchased on the submission of:

  (i).  A written application to the Director, Sri Jayawardenapura General Hospital.
  (ii).  On payment of a non-refundable fee as stated above to the Accountant 

SJGH.
  (iii). A photocopy of the Certifi cate of Business Registration.

02.  Bids should be made on the forms provided by the Hospital only. Tenders 
submitted on forms other than the forms provided by the Hospital will be 
rejected.

03.  Tender documents could be inspected free of charge at the Suppliers Offi ce of the 
Hospital.

04.  Tender documents can be obtained from the Supplies Offi ce till 07.10.2020 
between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on working days.

05.  Tenders will be closed and opened at 10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020 at the Lecture 
Hall of Sri Jayawardenapura General Hospital. A representative of the tenderer 
can be present at the time of opening of the bid.

06.  Chairman Departmental Procurement Committee reserves him self-right of 
rejecting any or all tenders/and the right of accepting any portion of the tender.

Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee,
Sri Jayawardenapura General Hospital,
Thalapathpitiya,
Nugegoda.
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      INVITATION FOR BIDS
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CANTEEN BUILDING 
FOR MEEWATHURA HOSTEL
UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA

CW/CON/2016/1227

1.  The Chairman, University Procurement Committee on behalf of the University of Peradeniya 
invites sealed bids from eligible and qualifi ed bidders for Construction of New Canteen 
Building for Meewathura Hostel, University of Peradeniya for which the total estimated 
cost is Rupees Thirty Six Million Five Hundred Thousand (Rs. 36.5 million) without VAT. 
The Project consists of construction of single storied canteen building with basic civil works 
such as demolition, excavation and earth works, anti termite treatment, concrete works, 
masonry works, aluminium works, carpentry and joinery works, plumbing works and 
sanitary fi ttings, fl oor / wall fi nishers, painting, electrical works with some miscellaneous 
and external works etc. The Contract period - 365 days.

2.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding Procedures since the Total 
Cost Estimate of this procurement is below Rs. 50 milion, regional preferences and CIDA 
Grade preference shall apply as stipulated in Public Finance Circular No. 4/2016 (ii). 

3.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidder shall not have been blacklisted 
and shall meet the following requirements: ICTAD Registration C5 and C4 or above, 
Preference will be given to C5 and C4 Contractors. 

4. Requirements to qualify for contract award include:

 Key Technical (a) N.C.I. (Civil) qualifi ed with minimum
 Personnel at   5 years experience one person. 
 Site Financial (b) Annual turnover not less than Rs. 54.75 million.

5.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Works Engineer of the University 
of Peradeniya and inspect the bidding documents at the address given below "Deputy 
Registrar" Capital Works Division, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya" Tel. No. 081 
239 2450. 

6.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased by interested 
bidders on submission of a written application to the Deputy Registrar, Capital Works 
Division, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya from 16th September 2020 until 06th 
October 2020 from 09.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Rupees 
Nine Thousand Five Hundred (Rs. 9,500.00) to the Shrof of this University by cash. 

7.  Bids shall be delivered to the Chairman, University Procurement Committee, Senate House, 
University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya before 13.30 hrs. on 07th October 2020 Late bids 
will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing in the presence of the bidders' 
representatives who choose to attend. 

8.  All bids shall be accompanied by an irrevocable and unconditionally encashable bid 
security of Rupees Five Hundred and Forty Eight Thousand (Rs. 548,000.00) obtained from 
a recognized bank valid for a period of hundred and nineteen (119) days or should be paid 
by cash to the Shrof of the University and receipt should be submitted with the bid. 

9.  A pre bid meeting will be held in the Conference Room No. 11, Senate House of the University 
of Peradeniya at 10.00 hrs on 29th September  for bdiders to clarify any obscurities of the 
Tender Document. 

 Chairman,
 University Procurement Committee,
 University of Peradeniya
 Peradeniya. 

CENTRAL PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

MINISTRY OF HEALTH, INDIGENOUS MEDICINE, SOCIAL WELFARE, 
PROBATION AND CHILDCARE

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE, PROBATION & CHILDCARE SERVICES

01.  Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Department of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare Services, Central Province, 
invites Bids under National Competitive Bidding procedure, according to the Public Finance Circular No. 04/2016 (ii) dated 
08.05.2019, from qualifi ed Bidders who have not been blacklisted, for the projects described in the list below.

02.  Further details regarding Bids can be obtained from the Accountant at the Department of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare 
Services, No. 615, William Gopallawa Mawatha, Kandy. (Tel. 081-2223528 / 081-2217401) from 16.09.2020 to 01.10.2020, during 
weekdays, between 12.00 hrs and 13.00 hrs.

03.  Bidding documents can be obtained, from 17.09.2020 to 01.10.2020 during working days of the week, between 9.00 hrs. and 
15.00 hrs. upon producing the payment receipt obtained for the non-refundable Bidding document fee mentioned in the table 
below,  paid to the Finance Assistant of the Accounts Division, Department of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare Services, 
No. 615, William Gopallawa Mawatha, Kandy, to the Accounts Division of the Department.

04.  Duly completed Bids shall be sent under registered cover, addressed to 'The Chairman, Procurement Committee, Department 
of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare Services, No. 615, William Gopallawa Mawatha, Kandy' or can be deposited in 
the Tender Box kept at the Accounts Division of the said Offi ce, before 10.00 hrs. on 02.10.2020. Late Bids will be rejected.

05.  Bids shall be sent in two copies, as the 'Original' and 'Duplicate', placed in separate sealed envelopes and enclosing both 
envelopes in one envelope. The top left-corner of the envelope should be marked with the Project Name and Contract Number.

06.  Bids will be opened soon after closing of Bids. The Bidder or a representative with his written authority can be present at the 
occasion.

07.  Bids shall be submitted with a Bid Security to the value mentioned in the table below, issued by a commercial bank approved 
by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka / an approved Insurance Company / or by the Construction Guarantee Fund (CGF) or with a 
certifi ed copy of the payment receipt, paid in cash to the Accountant of the Department of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare 
Services. The validity period of the bid and the Bid Security should be submitted as mentioned in the table below.

08.  All Bids will be evaluated by the Technical Evaluation Committee and the decision of the Procurement Committee will be the 
fi nal.

S.
No. Name of the  Project

Registration Value of 
the Bid

Security in 
Cash (Rs.)

Value of 
the Bid
Security 
Non Cash 

(Rs.)

Bidding 
Document 
Fee (Rs.)

Engineering 
Estimate 

(Rs.)

Validity 
Period of 
the Bid

Validity 
Period of 
the Bid 
SecurityCIDA

01

Construction of the 
Kitchen at the Elders 
Home, Bowatte Bungalow, 
Matale

C08 or C07 44,125.00 88,250.00 3,000.00 4,412,258.55 30.11.2020 31.12.2020

02

Renovation of the 
Kitchen and disposal of 
Waste Water of Child 
Detention Center (Male), 
Werawalawatte

C09 or C08 4,775.00 9,550.00 1,000.00 477,491.40 19.11.2020 31.12.2020

Chairman,
Procurement Committee,
Department of Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare Services,
Kandy.

Date : 16.09.2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS

LOCAL FUNDS

URBAN COUNCIL TRINCOMALEE
1.  The Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Urban Council, Trincomalee invites sealed Bids for the undermentioned works 

from eligible Bidders who possess CIDA Registration for the Grade mentioned below.

2. To be eligible for contract award, the successful Bidder shall not have been blacklisted.

3.  To qualify for award of contract for every bid, Bidder shall submit the certificate issued by Registrar of Companies under Paragraph 8, 
of Public Contract Act No. 03 of 1987.

4.  Bidding documents may be purchased by interested Bidders on the written application, from 15.09.2020 until 06.10.2020 from 9.00 hrs 
to 15.00 hrs on weekdays at Urban Council, Dockyard Road, Trincomalee upon payment of non-refundable fee of Rs. 2,000/= made 
at the Office of the Secretary, Urban Council, Trincomalee.

5.  Procurement method will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding. However, the total cost estimate of this Procurement 
less than Rs. 50 Mn, Regional preference and CIDA Grade performance shall apply as stipulated in Public Finance Circular No. 04/2016 
(II).

6.  Interested Bidders may inspect the Bidding documents free of charge prior to collection, if desired and obtain further information from 
the Secretary, Urban Council, Dockyard Road, Trincomalee. Telephone Number 026-2222275).

7.  All Sealed Bids marked as original  and duplicate  accompanied with a Bid Security drawn in favour of Secretary Urban Council, 
Trincomalee for the amount mentioned below shall reach the Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Urban Council, 
Trincomalee on or before 10.00 a.m. on 07.10.2020, late Bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after the closing, the 
Bidders or their authorized representatives can be present during the opening.

 a.  Pre-Bid Meeting is not mandatory. Bidders encouraged to attend and will be conducted on 29.09.2020 at 10.00 a.m. at Urban 
Council, Dockyard Road, Trincomalee.

 b. Procurement Committee's decision is the final in awarding the contract.

 c. Bid Security can be provided by cash or state bank bond or approved commercial bank or CGF Bonds.

S.
No. Name of the Work

CIDA/
ICTAD Grade 

(Highway 
Construction)

Total
Estimated
Cost (mn)
(Excluding  

of VAT)

Contract
Period

Bid 
Validity
Period

Bid Security
Required

Amount 
(Rs.)

Validity
(From 

the 
date of 

opening)

Package 
04

Construction of Asphalt over laying on 
Urban Council Trincomalee Area Roads 
Package - 04

C6 & C5 22.56 Mn 03 
Months

77 Days 225,650.00 105 Days
20.01.2021

Note : If the substantial responsive Bidder for the above CIDA Grade is not available, Bidders possess higher grades will be 
considered.

N. Rajanayagam
Chairman
Urban Council
Trincomalee

15.09.2020

1.  Dyke Street & Part of St. Mary's Street
 (0-410m), (0-70m) Width - 4.5 - 6.0 m)

2.  Moor Street (0-550m) Width - 5.6 - 6.0m)

3.  Theanthamizh Veethy Orr's Hill (0-170m) 
Width - 4.0m

4.  Harithas Waththa (0.445m) Width - 3.3m

5.  Kalaimahal Road, Anpuvalipuram
 (0-420m) Width - 4.5m

6.  Ginnanagar Road (0-275m) Width - 4.5m

7. Road Marking

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

  SUPPLYING, FIXING AND COMMISSIONING 
OF FIRE HYDRANTS AT 

MIR1GAMA EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE 

CONTRACT NO.: BOI/TS/MEPZ/2020/06/02.017 

1.  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee, on behalf of the 
Board of Investment of Sri Lanka now invites sealed bids from eligible and 
qualifi ed bidders for Supplying, fi xing and commissioning of fi re hydrants 
at Mirigama Export Processing Zone. 

 The contract period is 120 days 

  The Works consist of fi xing fi re hydrants including necessary accessories 
to the existing underground pipe line system as described under the Bill of 
Quantities. 

2. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding Procedure. 

3.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidder shall have an 
experience as a main contractor for at least one work of a similar nature 
and complexity equivalent to the proposed work over the period of last 5 
years. 

4.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from Senior Deputy 
Director (Zone), Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, Mirigama Export 
Processing Zone, Mirigama on Tel. No. 0332274657, 0332273702 or. Fax 
No 0332274656 and inspect the Bidding Documents at the same address 
from 0900 hrs to 1500 hrs on working days. 

5.  A complete set of bidding documents in English language may be purchased 
by interested Bidders on submission of a written application to the Senior 
Deputy Director (Zone), Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, Mirigama Export 
Processing Zone, Mirigama from 14.09.2020 until 05.10.2020 between 
0900 hrs and 1500 hrs upon a payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 
2,500.00 +VAT. The method of payment will be in cash. 

6.  Sealed Bids shall be delivered with duplicate to reach "The Chairman, 
Department Procurement Committee, C/o Senior Deputy Director 
(Zone), Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, Mirigama Export Processing 
Zone, Loluwagoda, Mirigama at or before 1400 hrs on 06.10.2020. Late 
bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing time in the 
presence of the bidders' representatives who choose to attend. 

7. Bids shall be valid up to 04.01.2021 

8.  All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of Rs. 40,000.00 
unconditional on demand guarantee obtained from a Commercial Bank 
approved by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka which shall be valid up to 120 
days from the date of closing of bids. 

9.  Pre bid meeting will be held at 1030 hrs on 25.09.2020 at the Engineering 
Services Unit, Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, Mirigama Export Processing 
Zone, Mirigama. Interested bidders may participate at the pre bid meeting. 

CHAIRMAN 
BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA 
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Teaching Hospital - Ratnapura

The Chairman, Divisional Procurement Committee of Teaching Hospital - Ratnapura, invites sealed bids 
from eligible and qualifi ed bidders for following procurements. 

Bid No. Item/Description Qty

Non
refudnable fee
per document

(Rs.)

Laboratory Equipment

THR/E15/10/2020 Purchasing 01 No. of fully automated Biochemistry 
Analyzer

01 2,000.00

THR/E15/12/2020 Purchasing 01 No. of Biosafety Cabinet Class II 01 2,000.00

THR/E15/13/2020 Purchasing 01 No. of RT-PCR Machines 01 2,000.00

THR/E15/14/2020 Purchasing 01 No. of -80°C Freezer 01 2,000.00

Tender documents could be obtained with a non refundable fee of Rs. 2,000/= (per document) at the 
undermentioned address. Tender documents are issued till 06th October 2020 on working days (Monday 
to Friday except public holidays) from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 

You may submit any number of bids, but each quotation should have a separate tender application. 

Sealed tenders should be sent by Registered post to the undermentioned address or deposit it into the 
tender box which will be kept at the Director's Offi ce. 

The tender will be closed on 07th of October 2020 by 10.30 a.m. and any tender received after closing time 
will be cancelled. At the time the tenders to be opened, the bidder or any other authorized person will be 
allowed to participate (Mobile phones are strictly forbidden while tender opening). 

You are hereby instructed to indicate on the top left hand corner of the envelope as mentioned below. 
"Tender for (Tender Name) - Bid No"

Eg: "Tender for fully Automated Biochemistry Analyzer - THR / E15 / 10 / 2020"

The Divisional Procurement Committee reserves the right to reject or accept any portion of tenders without 
assigning any reason. Please contact The Accountant (045 2222261) prior to collect bid documents to 
prevent unnecessary delays. 

Chairman,
Divisional Procurement Committee,
Teaching Hospital,
Ratnapura. 

14.09.2020

INVITATION FOR BIDS

MINISTRY OF HEALTH, NUTRITION AND INDIGENOUS MEDICINE

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING -(ICB)
BID REF. : SPMC/03/2020 CLOSING ON 27th October 2020

1  Sealed bids for the supply of Pharmaceutical Raw Materials will be received by the Chairman, Procurement 
Committee, State Pharmaceuticals Manufacturing Corporation,(SPMC) No. 11, Sir John Kotelawala Mawatha, 
Kandawala Estate, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka up to 10.00 a.m. on 27th October 2020.

S.
No. ITEM Qty. (KG) Non-refundable

Tender Fee (SLRs.)

1 Amoxicillin Trihydrate BP (Compacted) 18,000 15,000.00

2 Ascorbic Acid BP 500 500.00

3 Atorvastatin Calcium IP 1,000 8,000.00

4 Benzhexol Hydrochloride BP 100 500.00

5 Carbamazepine BP 3,000 7,000.00

6 Cetirizine Dihydrochloride BP 150 500.00

7 Cimetidine (Type A) USP 1,000 2,000.00

8 Ciprofloxacin Hydrochloride USP/ NF 1,000 2,000.00

9 Cloxacillin Sodium BP 9,000 10,000.00

10 Clarithromycin USP 3,000 18,000.00

11 Diclofenac Sodium USP 1,000 1,000.00

12 Diltiazem Hydrochloride USP 1,000 4,000.00

13 Domperidone Maleate BP 1,000 4,000.00

14 Enalapril Maleate USP 300 3,000.00

15 Famotidine USP 1,000 4,000.00

16 Frusemide BP 1,000 4,000.00

17 Gliclazide BP 4,500 19,000.00

18 Indometacin BP 300 1,000.00

19 Losartan Potassium BP 5,000 17,000.00

20 Mebendazole (Polymorph type A) USP 2,000 4,000.00

21 Metformin Hydrochloride BP 9,000 2,000.00

22 Metronidazole USP 4,000 3,000.00

23 Phenoxymethyl Penicillin Potassium (Compacted) BP 3,000 5,000.00

24 Prednisolone BP 400 8,000.00

25 Propranolol Hydrochloride BP 200 500.00

26 Pyridoxine Hydrochloride BP 25 500.00

27 Riboflavin BP 50 500.00

28 Salbutamol Sulphate BP 200 2,000.00

29 Sulfamethoxazole BP 1,000 1,000.00

30 Spironolactone USP 400 5,000.00

31 Theophylline Anhydrous USP 1,500 2,000.00

32 Trifluoperazine Hydrochloride BP 50 3,000.00

33 Trimethoprim BP 200 500.00

34 Verapamil Hydrochloride BP 300 2,000.00

35 Ammonio Methacrylate Copolymer (Type B) USNF 3,000 8,000.00

36 Calcium Sulphate Dihydrate BP 1,000 500.00

37 Cetyl Alcohol BP/USP/ USNF 100 500.00

38 Colloidal Silicon Dioxide USP/USNF 360 500.00

39 DC Lactose (Lactose Anhydrous USNF/ USP ) 20,000 5,000.00

40 Hydroxypropyl Methylcellulose (Hypromellose) USP 1,500 1,000.00

41 Lactose Monohydrate BP/USP (200 Mesh) 80,000 6,000.00

42 Magnesium Stearate BP 2,000 500.00

43 Microcrystalline Cellulose USNF/ BP 8,000 1,500.0

44 Microcrystalline Cellulose USNF/ PH EUR/ JP
(PH 200 LM)

4,000 500.00

45 Maleic Acid BP 50 500.00

46 Polyethylene glycol USP/ NF 100 500.00

47 Povidone K-30 (Polyvinyl Pyrrolidone K-30) USP/ BP 1,000 500.00

48 Purified Talc BP 5,000 500.00

49 Sodium Starch Glycolate BP/USNF 4,000 1,500.00

50 Stearic Acid (D - grade) BP 300 500.00

51 Titanium Dioxide BP 500 500.00

52 Zinc Stearate BP/ USP 100 500.00

2   Sealed bids should be made on a complete set of bidding documents in duplicate and original separately 
and sent by registered post addressed to the Chairman, Procurement Committee, State Pharmaceuticals 
Manufacturing Corporation, No. 11, Sir John Kotelawala Mawatha, Kandawala Estate, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka or 
deposited in the tender box kept at the ground floor at the State Pharmaceuticals Manufacturing Corporation, 
No. 11, Sir John Kotelawala Mawatha, Kandawala Estate, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka.

3   Bid documents could be obtained from the above address from 14th September 2020 to 26th October 2020 
between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. during working days on submission of the followings.

	 •		 	A	written	application	to	the	Deputy	General	Manager	-	Planning	and	Procurement,	State	Pharmaceuticals	
Manufacturing Corporation, No 11, Sir John Kotelawala Mawatha, Kandawala Estate, Ratmalana, Sri 
Lanka.

	 •		 	Upon	payment	of	the	non-refundable	Bid	document	fee	stated	above	in	cash	to	the	Accounts	Department	
of SPMC.

4   Bids are administered by the provisions of the "Public Contract Act No.3 of 1987" and therefore, in the event 
bidder is to retain an Agent, Sub-Agent, Representative, Nominee for and on behalf of bidder shall register 
himself any such Public Contract in accordance with Section 10 of the Public Contract Act and produce such 
valid certificate of registration in the course of any transaction relating to the bid or Act any stage in the 
duration of the bidding.

5   Bids will be opened immediately after the closing of bids at SPMC - Ratmalana., bidders or their authorized 
agents are permitted to be present when bids are opened.

6  Bid Documents may be inspected free of charge at the SPMC.

7  Further information could be obtained from Deputy General Manager - Planning & Procurement, SPMC
 (Tel. 2623298)

 Details of the Bid can be viewed from our Website. (www.spmclanka.lk)

  Foreign principals can download the Bid Document from our Website (Those who are not represented 
by local  agents, such offers should be accompanied by a bank draft for similar value/s in US$ as 
payment fee for the bid document mentioned above)

 Chairman,
 Procurement Committee
 State Pharmaceuticals Manufacturing Corporation
 No. 11, Sir John Kotelawala Mawatha, Kandawala Estate,
 Ratmalana, Sri Lanka.

 TEL. : (00) 94-11-2635353/ (00) 94-11 -2637574/(00) 94-11-2623298
 E-MAIL : spmclanka@sltnet.lk
 Website : www.spmclanka.lk
 Fax : (00) 94-11-2634771, 2626621

STATE PHARMACEUTICALS
MANUFACTURING CORPORATION OF 

SRI LANKA

INVITATION FOR BIDS - (IFB)

PROCUREMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL RAW MATERIALS

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT DIRECTOR OF 
HEALTH SERVICES - KEGALLE

01.  Sealed bids are invited from qualifi ed bidders for the supply, transport and installation of following equipment 
required for this offi ce under the Enforcement Project of Primary Treatment Services. 

No. Items Quantity No. Item Quantity

FURNITURE & OFFICE EQUIPMENT MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

01 Laptop Computer 10 01 Labour Room Beds 06

02 Desktop Computer with UPS 07 02 Delivery Kits for PHMs 250

03 Scanner 01 03 Chlorinometers 25

04 Multimedia Projector with Screen 06 04 DPT Tablets 1,500

05 Portable Sound System with 
Microphone

06 05 Food and Water Sampling kit 
withbag

30

06 Bugdorm Mosquito rearing cages 16 06 BP Apparatus 65

07 Digital Camera 02 07 Mini Autoclave 05

08 Refrigerator 10 08 Sterilizer 10

09
Offi ce Table - 1 17 09 Weighing Balance 03
Offi ce Table - 2 04 10 Water Distiller 03

10 Offi ce Chair 21 11 Patient Trolley with Covers 03

11 Executive Table 01 12 Wheel Chair 03

12 Executive Chair 01 13 Spinal Board 06

13 LED TV 10 14 Glucostrip 60,000

14 Computer Chair 08

15 Online UPS 03

16 Glass Cupboard 15

17 32GB Pen Drive 60

18

A/C Machine (12000 BTU) 03

A/C Machine (18000 BTU) 03

A/C Machine (24000 BTU) 03

19 1KVA Portable Generator 01

20 Hand Fork Lift (2000 kg) 03

02. Bidding will be conducted under National Competitive Bidding Procedure. 

03.  All bids should be accompanied with a bid guarantee issued by a commercial bank approved by Central bank 
of Sri Lanka and operating in Sri Lanka. The said Bank guarantee should be valid upto 90 days from the last 
date of receiving Bids. 

04.  Interested eligible bidders could obtain further details and inspect the bid documents free of charge from the 
Deputy Director (Finance), offi ce of the District Director of Health Services, Kegalle on working days during 
offi ce hours (Telephone : 035-2222571). 

05.  A complete set of bid documents in English language could be purchased by interested bidders separately 
upon payment of a non refundable sum of Rs. 1,000.00 per each item from the accounts division of the offi ce 
of the Director of Health Services, Kegalle District from 17.09.2020 to 07.10.2020 on weekdays between 9.00 
a.m. and 2.30 p.m. 

06.  Duly perfected bids in duplicate inserted in two separate covers marked as 'Original' and 'Duplicate' and both 
enclosed in one envelope and mentioned as "Supply of Offi ce Equipment, Furniture and Medical equipment" 
on the top left hand corner of all three covers should be sealed and sent under registered post to reach the 
"Chairman, Regional Procurement Committee, Offi ce of the District Director of Health Services, Kegalle or 
deposited in the tender box kept at the offi ce room of District Director of Health Services on or before 10.30 
a.m. on 08.10.2020. 

07.  Bids will be opened at 10.30 a.m. on 08.10.2020 at the Auditorium of the offi ce of the District Director of 
Health Services, Kegalle and bidders or their authorized representatives could be present at the time. 

 Chairman,
 Regional Procurement Committee,
 Offi ce of the District Director of Health Services,
 Kegalle.

 Telephone : 035-2222549 / 035-2222578 / 035-2222571
 Fax : 035-2221253

INVITATION FOR BIDS
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Notice under Section 
9(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 7 of 2007.
Company Name: 
LEEF.LK (PVT) 
LTD.
Registered Address:  
No. 171, Loluwela,  
Matihakka,  
Ambangaga Korale.
Registered No.  
00226783
Date of Incorporation:  
01.09.2020
Company Secretary 

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
in terms of Section 
9(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 7 of 2007.

Name of Comp any: 
Golden Property 

Ventures (Pvt) Ltd

Company No:
PV 00212725

Registered Address:
271/8, Sapumal Place, 
Niwandama, Ja-Ela.

Company Secretaries

NOTICE
Notice under Section 
9(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 7 of 2007.

Name of Company -
Premium Building 

Contractors 
(Private) Limited

Registration No. -
No. 9, Circular Road, 
Polkotuwa, Beruwala.

Registered Offi ce -
PV 0026462

Incorporated Date - 
27.08.2020

Ministry of Provincial Road Development, Rural Infrastructure, Tourism, 
Sport and Youth Aff airs

SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Sealed bids are invited by the Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Ministry of Provincial Road Development, 
Rural Infrastructure, Tourism, Sport and Youth Affairs of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council up to 10.00 a.m. 
on 09.10.2020 from bidders for the following works:

Ser. 
No.

Executive 
Engineer’s 
Division

Work Subject

Gross 
Estimated 

Work Value 
(Rs. Millions)

Non-
Refundable 
Tender Fee 

(Rs.)

Contract 
Registration 

Value

1 Ratnapura

Improvements to Internal 
Road (From Main Road to 
143.0 m) Kuruwita Paradise 
Industrial Zone Stage 1

4.22 3000.00 C8/C7

2 Ratnapura
Balance Work of the 
Bopath Ella Vehicle Park

5.80 3000.00 C7/C6

3 Kalawana
Repairing the Bridge at 1.1 
Km in the Pimbura 
Karawita Road

2.70 3000.00 C8/C7

4 Balangoda

Reconstruction of Wire Bridge 
Built Across Walawe Ganga 
from Pahala Waleboda to 
Seetha Gala

2.90 3000.00 C8/C7

02.  Contractors of Sabaragamuwa Province who are registered for the values mentioned in the table above 
for construction of roads, buildings and special constructions under Construction Industry Development 
Authority (CIDA) or Institute for Construction Training and Development (ICTAD) and Sabaragamuwa 
Provincial Council are eligible to bid.

03.  Bid documents may be obtained from the Offi ce of the Ministry of Provincial Roads of the Sabaragamuwa 
Provincial Council, New City, Ratnapura upon payment of the abovementioned fees between 9.00 a.m. and 
3.00 p.m. on working days from 16.09.2020 until 07.10.2020.

04.  Tar is not provided by the Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council for road construction and when submitting 
quotations price of tar also should be included in the quotation.

05.  Value of the bid bond is included in the bid documents and all bidders should submit  either a bid bond  to 
the relevant bid bond value obtained from a reputed commercial bank valid from 09.10.2020 until 08.01.2021 
in favour of Secretary, Ministry of Provincial Road Development, Rural Infrastructure, Tourism, Sport and 
Youth Affairs of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council or the receipts obtained upon depositing the fees 
relevant to the works in favour of Ministry Secretary at the relevant ministry of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial 
Council with the bid documents. 

06.  Details regarding these works may be obtained during offi ce hours either by calling over at the Ministry of 
Provincial Roads or by calling Tel. No. 045-2223154. Interested persons may inspect the bid documents free 
of charge on working days. 

07.  Sealed bids may be deposited in the sealed box kept at the Ministry of Provincial Roads of the Sabaragamuwa 
Provincial Council,New City, Ratnapura to receive at or before 10.00 a.m. on 09.10.2020. Late bids will be 
rejected.

08.  Bids will be opened at 10.15 a.m. on 09.10.2020 at the Ministry of Provincial Roads, Sabaragamuwa Provincial 
Council, New Town, Ratnapura. Bidder or his authorized representative may be present at the time of 
opening of bids.

09.  Procurement Committee of the Ministry of Provincial Roads reserves the right to accept or reject bids in full 
or part thereof.

Chairman,
Procurement Committee,
Ministry of Provincial Road Development, Rural Infrastructure, Tourism, Sport and Youth Affairs,
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council,
New Town,
Ratnapura.

16.09.2020

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given in 
terms of Section 9(1) of 
the Companies Act No. 07 
of 2007 that,  
Name of the Company:
Sky Animo Logistics 
(Private) Limited
Registered Office:
No. 27, 
Mahindrarama Road, 
Ethul Kotte, Kotte. 
Registered No. PV 00227051
Registered Date: 
07.09.2020
Directors
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Tender No : PR/05/Q/84/20

Chairman, Procurement Committee of Geological Survey & Mines 
Bureau invites sealed Tenders from qualified parties for the above 
purpose. Interested parties shall obtain related tender applications, 
specifications and other details, from the Procurement Officer, upon 
payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 1000.00, until 3.00 p.m. on 
06.10.2020.

Completed sealed Tenders shall be sent under registered cover, addressed 
to "Chairman, Procurement Committee, Geological Survey & Mines 
Bureau, No. 569, Epitamulla Road, Pita Kotte" or shall be deposited 
in the Tender Box kept at the Administration Division before 2.00 p.m. 
on 07.10.2020. Tenders will be opened at 2.00 p.m. on the date of 
closing of Bids. Tenderers or one of his authorized representatives can 
be present at the  occasion. Please mention the name and numer of the 
Tender on the top left corner of the envelope.

Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee,
Geological Survey & Mines Bureau,
No. 569, Epitamulla Road,
Pita Kotte.

Geological Survey & Mines Bureau
Ministry of Environment

Procurement Notice

Designing, Developing, Hosting and Maintaining 
of GSMB Official Website

UDUBADDAWA PRADESHIYA SABHA

Sealed tenders are received by me from 16.09.2020 up to 10.30 a.m. on 08.10.2020 from 
bidders for the leasing of assets mentioned in Schedule below of the Udubaddawa 
Pradeshiya Sabha from 01.01.2021 until 31.12.2021. 

02.  Tender forms will be issued for all the above assets by the Head Office of the 
Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabha from 16.09.2020 up to 10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020.

 1.  Tender Forms will be issued in duplicate and the tender forms should be perfected 
and inserted in separate covers and should be marked “Original” and “Duplicate” 
on the left-hand top corner of the envelope and both covers should be reinserted 
in a single cover and the name of the tender should be mentioned on the left-hand 
top corner of the outer envelope and may be sent by registered post addressed to 
“Secretary, Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabha, Udubaddawa”.

 2.  Those who wish to deliver the tenders by hand may prepare two covers as 
mentioned above may deposit in the Tender Box kept at the Head Office.

03. Opening of Tenders

  Tenders will be opened at 11.30 a.m. on 08.10.2020 in the presence of the Tender 
Board at the Head Office of the Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabha in Udubaddawa. 
Bidder or his authorized representative may be present at the time of opening of the 
tender. 

04. Further details may be obtained by calling following Tel. Nos.

 Office : 037 2286577
 Revenue Division : 037 4947087

 Chairman
 Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabha   

Schedule No. 01

Assets of the Pradeshiya Sabha:

Ser. 
No. Description of the Asset

Minimum 
Bid for Year 

2021

Tender 
Form Fee 

(Rs.)

Bid Security 
Deposit 

(Rs.)

Meat Stalls
1 Udubaddawa Chicken Stall at the New 

Building in Weekly Fair Premises
165,670.00 700.00 13,253.60

2 Udubaddawa Pork Stall at the New Building 
in Weekly Fair Premises

243,440.00 700.00 19,475.20

3 Udubaddawa Mutton Stall at the New 
Building in Weekly Fair Premises

2,940.00 100.00 294.00

4 Dummalasuriya Chicken Stall behind the 
New Building in the Weekly Fair Premises

321,170.00 700.00 25,693.60

5 Dummalasuriya Pork Stall behind the New 
Building in the Weekly Fair Premises

220,200.00 700.00 17,616.00

6 Dummalasuriya Beef Stall behind the New 
Building in the Weekly Fair Premises

312,700.00 700.00 25,016.00

7 Dummalasuriya Mutton Stall behind the 
New Building in the Weekly Fair Premises

33,300.00 500.00 3,330.00

8 Chicken Stall at the Weekly Fair in 
Welipennagahamulla

29,175.00 500.00 2,917.50

9 Pork Stall at the Weekly Fair in 
Welipennagahamulla

108,218.50 500.00 8,657.48

Fish Stall
10 Fish Stall No. 01 opposite the Dummalasuriya 

Weekly fair
11,600.00 100.00 1,160.00

  Chairman
  Udubaddawa Pradeshiya Sabha 

LEASING OF ASSETS - YEAR 2021

Ministry of Defence

Persons / Institutions helding valid licences for Firearms should mandatorily renew their  
Firearms (Guns) Licences for 2021 before 31.12.2020. Renwal of Firearms Licences for 2021 
will not be carriedout after this date.

In terms of the Provisions of the Firearms Ordinance, the maximum period of time a Firearm, 
for which a Licence has not been obtained for the next year, can be kept in possession is ten 
(10) days. In the event of failure to obtain the Licence by 10.01.2021 eventhough the relevant 
application has been submitted, action should be taken to hand over the Firearm temporarily 
to the nearest Police Station until the Licence is obtained.

Renewal of Firearms Licences for 2021 will commence from 01st October 2020.

Renewal of Licences of Firearms mentioned below under the Paragraph (a) is carried out by the 
Ministry of Defence while concerning all the other Firearms not considered under Paragraph 
(a). (Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, Property Protection), renewal of Licences will be 
carriedout by District Secretaries / Government Agents before 31.12.2020.

(a)

 I.  9mm Pistols and .38 Revolvers issued to Civilians, Government and Private 
Institutions for the protection of lives and property.

 II.  All state owned Firearms issued to Members of the Parliament and the Government 
Officers on temporary basis.

 III.  All Firearms owned by the Members of the National Rifle Association and its affiliated 
Sports Clubs.

 IV. All Firearms issued to Private Security Agencies.

 l  Application for renewing Licence for all the above Firearms should be downloaded 
from the Website of the Ministry of Defence, www.defence.lk and the applicant 
should visit the Civil Security & Development Division of this Ministry with the  duly 
completed application.

Ministry of Defence,
Civil Security and Development Division,
No. 146,
Unexpo Building,
Galle Road,
Colombo 03.

Telephone Nos : 011-2335794 / 011-2335795 / 011-2335800

In accordance with provisions of Section 22 of the Firearms Ordinance, it is emphasized  that 
relating possession of a Firearm without a valid Licence is an offence liable to following 
penalties.

 I.  For the first offence a fine not exceeding Ten Thousand Rupees, or rigorous 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding five (05) years or both.

 II.  For the second or subsequent offence, rigorous imprisonment for a period not less 
than ten (10) years and not exceeding twenty (20) years.

 III.  However, when the offence comprises keeping in custody or possession or using an 
automatic Gun or Repeater Shotgun the offender shall be punished with imprisonment 
for life.

Accordingly, it is hereby notified that all owners of Firearms should renew their Firearms 
Licence for 2021 before 31.12.2020.

 Kamal Gunaratna WWV RWP RSP USP ndc PSC
 Major General (Rtd)
 Secretary
 Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Defence
No. 15/5, Baladaksha Mawatha,
Colombo 03.
08.09.2020

Government Notice

Renewal of Firearms (Guns) Licence - Year 2021

Q 550/20
01.  Chairman, Tender Board, Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital wishes to invite 

Tenders for Disposal of Garbage at Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital up to      
10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020. The Hospital will not take any responsibility for pollution 
at the dumping site.

02.  Tender conditions and application forms could be obtained from the Supplies Officer 
(Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital) on production of the official cash receipt 
issued by the Accountant (Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital) for payment of 
a non-refundable Tender Fee of Rs. 2,000/= with official request letter in cash till 
07.10.2020 between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on any working day.

03.  Completed Tender documents should be submitted in duplicate under registered 
cover addressed to the Chairman - Procurement Committee, Sri Jayewardenepura 
General Hospital, Thalapathpitiya, Nugegoda or be deposited in the Tender Box 
placed near the Chairman's Office, Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital on or 
before 08.10.2020 at 10.00 a.m. Refundable  Tender Deposit of Rs. 10,000/= in cash 
or bank guarantee to be forwarded alone with the Tender.

04.  Tenders will be opened at Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital, Thalapathpitiya, 
Nugegoda at 10.00 a.m. on 08.10.2020.

05.  Tenderer will be permitted to be present at the time of opening of Tenders, the Officer 
who opens the Tenders will read out the amounts quoted by each tender to those 
present.

Chairman - Procurement Committee,
Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital
Thalapathpitiya,
Nugegoda.

SRI  JAYEWARDENEPURA 
GENERAL HOSPITAL

TENDER NOTICE

TENDER FOR THE DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE 
FOR THE YEAR 2020/2021
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E
D INVITATION FOR BIDS

Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited
(Ref. ERD/SDD/PROC/2020/035/T005)

Sealed Bids are invited from the prospective Suppliers for the supply & delivery of

Service Wire 4C 25mm2 - 56,000 m (NCB)
Bidding Documents could be obtained from the Procurement and Supplies Department, Lanka 
Electricity Company (Private) Limited, 4th Floor, No. 411, E.H. Cooray Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03, from  9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, on payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Rs. 5,000.00. Bidding documents will be issued from 16th September to 06th October, 
2020.

Completed Bid documents shall be addressed to General Manager, Lanka Electricity Company 
(Private) Limited under sealed cover.  Bid Documents shall be placed in the Tender Box at the 
3rd Floor of the address below, not later than 2.00  p.m. on 07th October, 2020. Bids will be 
opened immediately after the closing time in the presence of the Bidders who wish to attend.

General Manager
Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited,
411, Galle Road,
Colombo 03.
Tel : 011 2371640 / 2371636
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E
D INVITATION FOR BIDS

Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited
(Ref. ERD/SDD/PROC/2020/114/T023)

Sealed Bids are invited from the prospective Suppliers for the supply & delivery of

Fiberglass Pole Top Covers - 10,000 Nos.
Bidding Documents could be obtained from the Procurement and Supplies Department, Lanka 
Electricity Company (Private) Limited, 4th Floor, No. 411, E.H. Cooray Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03, from  9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, on payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Rs. 10,000.00. Bidding documents will be issued from 16th September to 27th October, 
2020.

Completed Bid documents shall be addressed to General Manager, Lanka Electricity Company 
(Private) Limited under sealed cover.  Bid Documents shall be placed in the Tender Box at the 
3rd Floor of the address below, not later than 2.00  p.m. on 28th October, 2020. Bids will be 
opened immediately after the closing time in the presence of the Bidders who wish to attend.

General Manager
Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited,
411, Galle Road,
Colombo 03.
Tel : 011 2371640 / 2371679

CEYLON MEDICAL COLLEGE COUNCIL
Pharmacist (External) 

Examina  on December 2020
(Under New Criteria)

NOTICE
Candidates are advised to download 
instructions and application forms from 
the CMCC website: www.cmcc.lk

Only on-line applications will be 
accepted from 17 September to 6th of 
October 2020 midnight.

Registrar,
Ceylon Medical College Council.

    TENDER NOTICE 

    

        TENDER NO: 91 / 08.10.2020 

PROCUREMENT OF 05 NOS. OF 
200W BI-COLOUR FOCUSING LED 

FRESNEL LIGHTS FOR 
INDOOR PRODUCTION IN 

TV BROADCASTING 
Sealed Tenders are invited by the Chairman Procurement 
Committee, Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, Colombo 07, 
Sri Lanka, for the procurement of 05 Nos. of 200W B1-Colour 
Focusing LED Fresnel Lights for Indoor production in TV 
Broadcasting. 

The invitation is open to manufacturers, accredited agents, 
authorised distributors and dealers of the High Quality 
Broadcasting equipment. Those who are interested may obtain a 
set of Tender documents from the Assistant Director (Procurement) 
of Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, Independence Square, 
Colombo 07, Sri Lanka, after submission of a written request 
to him on or before 07.10.2020. A non-refundable Tender fee 
of Rs. 5,000.00 (Rupees Five Thousand) is payable to the Chief 
Accountant of the Corporation to issue a set of Tender documents. 
Tender documents could be collected from the Sri Lanka 
Rupavahini Corporation during offi ce days (Monday to Friday, 
except mercantile holidays) from 9.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on or 
before 07.10.2020. The Tender documents may be inspected free 
of charge at offi ce of the Assistant Director (Procurement) of Sri 
Lanka Rupavahini Corporation. 

All tenders should be accompanied by a Bid Bond (Bank 
Guarantee) as specifi ed in the tender document. 

Agents, authorized distributors and dealers are required to 
submit a Letter of accreditation/Power of Attorney issued by the 
Principals, authorizing them to participate in this tender on behalf 
of the manufacturers. 

The amount of agency commission, if any, included in the FOB 
price should be indicated separately. 

Tenders will be closed at the offi ce of the Chairman Procurement 
Committee, Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, Independence 
Square, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka at 3.00 p.m on 08.10.2020 and 
opened immediately thereafter. 

Further details (if required), could be obtained from the 
Deputy Director General (Engineering) of Sri Lanka Rupavahini 
Corporation (Tel +94 112 580 136 / Fax +94 112 500373) 

Chairman, 
Procurement Committee 
Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation
Independence Square
Colombo 07
Sri Lanka

(SLRC Website - http://www.rupavahini.lk)

SRI LANKA RUPAVAHINI 
CORPORATION

S N LAW CORPORATE SECRETARIES 
(PRIVATE) LIMITED

Public No  ce of Incorpora  on
Under Section 9(1) of the Companies Act No. 7 of 2007
We hereby give public notice that a new Company 
under the name of S N Law Corporate Secretaries 
(Private) Limited has been incorporated on 4th 
September 2020 under the Company Registration 
No. PV 00226937 and the new company’s 
registered offi ce address is HQ Colombo,
464A, T.B. Jayah Mawatha, Colombo 10.

Thamali Danesha Jayasena,
Company Secretary,
S N Law Corporate Secretaries (Private) Limited
HQ Colombo,
464A, T.B. Jayah Mawatha,
Colombo 10.

DEPARTMENT OF EXAMINATIONS, SRI LANKA
It is hereby notified that the Admission Cards and Time Tables in respect of the following 
Examinations have been dispatched to the addresses given in the applications or to the 
Heads of relevant Institutes.

Examination Date of
Examination Venue

01
Efficiency Bar Examination for Officers 
in Grade III of Management Services 
Officers' Service - 2013 (I) (2020)

27th September 2020 Islandwide

Candidates who have not received Admission Cards or those who require further clarifications are 
kindly requested to communicate with the Organization (Institutional and Foreign Examinations) 
Branch of this Department giving their full names and addresses. Admission Cards can be down-
loaded from the Department's Website : www.slexams.com

 Telephone : 011-2785230 / 011-2786150
 Fax : 011-2784232

 B. Sanath Pujitha
 Commissioner General of Examinations

5/5/2/AD/2019
Organization (Institutional and Foreign Examinations) Branch,
Department of Examinations, Sri Lanka,
Pelawatta, Battaramulla.

15th September 2020

NOTICE UNDER 
SECTION 9 OF THE 

COMPANIES ACT No. 
7 of 2007

Name of the Company :
HEZIA (PRIVATE) 
LIMITED
Registration No : 
PV 122645
Date of Incorporation : 
26.05.2017
Registered Address : 
No. 11, Mamadala, 
Ambalantota.

Company Secretary
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E
D INVITATION FOR BIDS

Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited
(Ref. ERD/SDD/PROC/2020/126/T026)

Sealed Bids are invited from the prospective Suppliers for supply & delivery of

Enclosure for 3ph Meter - 4,000 Nos. (NCB)
Bidding Documents could be obtained from the Procurement and Supplies Department, Lanka 
Electricity Company (Private) Limited, 4th Floor, No. 411, E.H. Cooray Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03, from  9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, on payment of a non-refundable 
fee of Rs. 5,000.00. Bidding documents will be issued from 16th September to 07th October, 
2020.

Completed Bid documents shall be addressed to General Manager, Lanka Electricity Company 
(Private) Limited under sealed cover.  Bid Documents shall be placed in the Tender Box at the 
3rd Floor of the address below, not later than 2.00  p.m. on 08th October, 2020. Bids will be 
opened immediately after the closing time in the presence of the Bidders who wish to attend.

General Manager
Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited,
411, Galle Road,
Colombo 03.
Tel : 011 2371640 / 2371636
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E
D INVITATION FOR BIDS

Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited
(Ref. ERD/SDD/PROC/2020/124/T024)

Sealed Bids are invited from the prospective Suppliers for supply & delivery of

LV Arial Bundled Conductors 
3x70+N 50+1x16mm2 - 84,000 m (NCB)

Bidding Documents could be obtained from the Procurement and Supplies Department, Lanka 
Electricity Company (Private) Limited, 4th Floor, No. 411, E.H. Cooray Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03, from  9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, on payment of a non-refundable fee 
of Rs. 10,000.00. Bidding documents will be issued from 16th September to 06th October, 2020.

Completed Bid documents shall be addressed to General Manager, Lanka Electricity Company 
(Private) Limited under sealed cover. Bid Documents shall be placed in the Tender Box at the 3rd 
Floor of the address below, not later than 2.00  p.m. on 07th October, 2020. Bids will be opened 
immediately after the closing time in the presence of the Bidders who wish to attend.

General Manager
Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited,
411, Galle Road,
Colombo 03.
Tel : 011 2371640 / 2371636

www.
observerjobs.

lk

Breaking
boundaries

For
jobseekers

The Country’s
largest

recruitment
database
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LANKA ELECTRICITY COMPANY 
(PRIVATE) LIMITED 

       Post of Analyst Programmer 

Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited, a distribution utility in Sri Lanka which 
has seven Branches covering operational areas of the coastal belt of the Island from 
Negombo to Galle serving over 500,000 consumers and has a workforce of 1500 
employees is seeking qualifi ed personnel for the Post of Analyst Programmer. 

An attractive salary will be offered to the selected candidate with a wide range of 
fringe benefi ts. 

Please forward your detailed Curriculum Vitae with copies of certifi cates together 
with names, addresses and contact telephone numbers of two non-related referees to 
reach the undersigned on or before 28th September 2020. 

The post applied for should be clearly stated on your curriculum vitae and on the top 
left-hand corner of the Envelope. 

Head of Human Resources & Administration 
Lanka Electricity Company (Private) Limited 

3rd Floor, E.H. Cooray Building, 
411, Galle Road, Colombo 03. 
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Educational qualifi cations : Degree in IT or Computer Science from a 
& Experience   recognized national university with three (03) 

years experience in the relevant fi eld.
                       OR
   Degree in Mathematics or Physical Science 

from a recognized national university with four 
(04) years experience in the relevant fi eld. 

Other Qualifi cations :  Programming knowledge in Java, .Net and 
C. with Strong analytical skills in business 
process. 

   Effective Communication skills (both verbal & 
written), Strong leadership and teamwork abilities.

Age : Below 40 years. 

I, Jayasenage Indrajeewa Chandrasena 
(863503590V) owner of Lakindu 
Pharmacy & Grocery, Anuradhapura 
Road, Mihintale, have been convicted 
under the Case Number 38708, for the 
charges of storing & selling a Western 
Medication called 'Pregabalin' and selling 
without  a Pharmacist and I do hereby 
apologize to the Republic of Sri Lanka and 
the General Public, for same.

 Jayasenage  Indrajeewa  Chandrasena
 Lakindu Pharmacy & Grocery,
 Anuradhapura Road,
 Mihintale.

PUBLIC APOLOGY

LION SOFTWARE (PVT) LTD.
Public Notice of Incorporation

Under Section 9(1) of the Companies Act No. 7 of 2007
We hereby give public notice that a new Company under the name of Lion 
Software (Pvt) Ltd. has been incorporated on 25th August 2020 under the 
Company Registration No. PV 00226323 and the new company's registered 
office address is M & N Building (Level 5), No. 2, Deal Place, Colombo 03.  

Pranavan Neelakandan
Director
N & N AGENTS AND SECRETARIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED
(Company Secretaries to the Company)
M & N Building (Level 5),
No. 2, Deal Place,
Colombo 03.

AUCTION SALE OF GOLD ARTICLES
Wattala Multi Purpose Cooperative Society Ltd, being 
the pawning agent of Sri Lanka Cooperative Rural Bank 
Federation will sell by Public Auction at 10.00 a.m. on 
16th & 17th October 2020 at the Head Offi ce premises 
of Wattala M.P.C.S. Ltd, the gold articles pawned at the 
Rural Bank branches of Bopitiya, Hendala, Kurukulawa, 
Elakanda, Wattala, Mattumagala, Mahabage, Welisara, 
Uswetakeyyawa, Domingo Kurunduwatte, Mabole, 
Kerawalapitiya, Galahandiya, Awarakotuwa and 
Delatura from 01.07.2018 up to 31.03.2019 and yet remain 
unredeemed or renewed by paying the interest as at 
15.10.2020.

General Manager,
Wattala M.P.C.S. Ltd.,
No. 380, Old Negombo Road - Wattala.
Telephone Nos: 0112930224 / 0112933224

UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA, SRI LANKA
OPERATIONAL TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT (OTS)

ACCELARATING HIGHER EDUCATION EXPANSION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (AHEAD) OPERATION

VACANCY FOR THE POST OF CAREER GUIDANCE 
FACILITATOR – 01 POST

The University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka will entertain applications 
for the abovementioned post from suitably qualified persons 

up to 30th September 2020 under the Accelerating Higher 
Education Expansion and Development (AHEAD) operation 

implemented by the Ministry of Higher Education,.

Applicants are requested to visit Jaffna University Website 
www.jfn.ac.lk for further details.

Registrar

(FULL TIME) – ON CONTRACT BASIS

NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF KURUNEGALA 

Case No. :- 7962/L 

Kammalgoda Mudalige Don Laxman Amarasinghe,  
No. 21, Yamuna Mawatha, Katugasthota. 

Appearing by his Attorney Bomirige Thomas
Sri Lal Gamini Fernando,
No. 43, Kingscot Garden, Ambathenna. 

Plaintiff 

Vs 

Saintclair George Coach, 
No. 29 , Beach Road , Ratmalana. 

Defendant 

To the Defendant abovenamed 

Whereas the above named Plaintiff has instituted the above numbered 
action against you in this Court for the reliefs prayed for as follows : 

 (a)  A declaration be issued that the Plaintiff is the owner of the 
property described in the second schedule to the plaint. 

 (b)   A declaration be made that the Defendant is not entitled to 
any right or interest to the property described in the 
schedule to the plaint. 

 (c)   A permanent injunction order be made preventing the 
Defendants and their employees, agents and/or those 
who are under them from entering or causing entering to 
be made to the property described in the second schedule 
to the Plaint and causing damage to be made to the 
boundary plantation and the buildings thereon, 

 (d)   The Plaintiff be granted permission of right of declaring the 
cause of action in this case together with all the causes of 
action above mentioned of this case in order to maintain 
this action under 35(i) of the Civil Procedure Code, 

 (e)  Costs 

 (f)   Such other and further reliefs as to this court may seem   
fit. 

You are hereby required to file in Court your answer , if any , before 
9.00 a.m. on or before the 30 day of 09.2020 and you are hereby 
required to take notice that in default of your filing answer on or before 
that said date action will be proceeded with and heard ex parte. 

By order of Court

Registrar
District Court
Kurunegala 

on this 24th day of August, 2020

Attorney-at-Law for the Plaintiff

GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

Renewal of Registration of Private

Security Agencies Under the Regulation 
of Private Security Agencies Act 

In terms of the provision of the Regulation of Private 
Security Agencies Act No. 45 of 1998 and regulations 
No.105/27 enacted under the same and published in the 
Extraordinary Gazette of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka dated 12th November 1999, 
operation of a private security agency by a person 
without the authority of a licence issued by the Competent 
Authority appointed under the said Act is a punishable 
offence. 

It is hereby notified to submit an application made 
according to Form "a" in the first schedule of the 
regulations in the aforesaid Gazette with documents 
required for registration to operate a private security 
agency directly to the Competent Authority appointed by 
the above Act. 

Every private security agency registered under the 
Regulation of Private Security Agencies Act should renew 
its registration once every two years. Applications should 
be submitted to the following address within three (03) 
calendar months before the expiration of the valid licence. 

Ministry of Defence
Civil Security & Development Division
No.145, Unexpo Building,
Galle Road,
Colombo 03. 

Duminda Nanayakkara
Competent Authority for purposes of Regulation of
Private Security Agencies Act.
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Defence 

SWAMI VIPULANANDA INSTITUTE OF AESTHETIC STUDIES,
EASTERN UNIVERSITY, SRI LANKA

VACANCY 

POST OF DIRECTOR
The Board of Management of Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University, 
Sri Lanka, and the Council of Eastern University, Sri Lanka in pursuance of Section 7.1 published in 
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1395/22 of 03.06.2005 invites applications/ nominations for the post of 
Director from eminently quali ed citizens of Sri Lanka to take over the leadership of the Institute.

The Institute is situated in Kallady, Batticaloa which is 4 km away from Batticaloa Town. Earlier it 
was known as Swami Vipulananda College of Music and Dance which was established in 1981 by the 
Ministry of Regional Affairs and Hindu Culture in memory of Swami Vipulananda (1892 - 1947) an 
accomplished Sage of Ramakrishna order and great savant of Batticaloa who was invited to be the  rst 
Professor of Tamil at University of Ceylon in the reorganization contribution of his literary and research 
work. In 2005, this college started its operation as Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies 
after of cially af liated with the Eastern University, Sri Lanka by the University Grants Commission. 
The Institute has three departments viz, Department of Carnatic Music, Department of Dance, Drama 
and Theatre Arts and Department of Visual and Technological Arts. The Institute offers degree courses 
in Carnatic Music, Dance, Drama & Theatre Arts and Visual & Technological Arts.

The Director is a full time of cer of the Institute and he/she is the Principal Executive Of cer, Principal 
Academic Of cer and Accounting Of cer of the Institute. He/She shall be an ex-of cio member of 
Board of Management. He/She shall be a Chairman of the Academic Syndicate. He/She shall be 
responsible for providing academic leadership, formulating, conducting and introducing management 
policies and implementing the decisions of the Board of Management and the Council, Eastern 
University, Sri Lanka.

Tenure : 03 years
Age :  Should be below 62 years
Salary Scale  :  U-AC 5 (II) –Rs.117,350-13x2,700—152,450/- p.m.

(A candidate presently drawing a salary higher than this scale will be placed at the same salary drawn 
at present). 

Other Bene ts: Transport facilities will be provided for of cial purposes.

The prospective applicant/nominee shall be requested to submit a statement of vision for the 
development of the Institute, a brief account of what he/she proposes to achieve if appointed to the post 
of Director and a full Curriculum Vitae including the date of birth of the applicant. 

Where the incumbent Director is an applicant or had held the post of Director of the Institute before, he/
she shall give a report highlighting accomplishments during his/her  rst period of the of ce, in addition 
to the documents mentioned in the above paragraph.

Prospective applicants presently employed in the University Grants Commission, Higher Educational 
Institutions and such other Institutes should forward their applications through the respective Heads.

Application/Nomination with relevant documents as requested above should be addressed to The Vice 
Chancellor, Eastern University, Sri Lanka, Vantharumoolai, Chenkalady and sent under registered 
cover or hand delivered to reach on or before 16th October 2020 by 3.00 p.m.

The envelope containing the application / nomination with the required documents must be marked as 
"Post of Director SVIAS" on the top left-hand corner.

Applications/Nominations received at the Of ce of the Vice Chancellor after the closing date and time 
will not be entertained.

(Prospective Applicants/Nominees are invited to visit the University web site: www.esn.ac.lk)

Registrar and Secretary to the Council 
Eastern University, Sri Lanka
Vantharumoolai
Chenkalady
11.09.2020

NOTICE
In pursuance of Section 34 of the Companies Act No. 7 of 
2007 an application has been made to the Registrar-General 
of Companies for a licence directing a Company to be formed 
as a company limited by Guarantee under the name of 
"GATEWAY FELLOWSHIP" to be registered with limited 
liabilities without the addition of the word limited to its name. 

The objectives for which the company limited by guarantee is 
proposed to be established are: 

(i)  Develop and implement projects and programs that 
target the previously identified communities. 

(ii)  Encourage individual and community attitudes, values 
and actions that are principle based, ethical and 
sustainable. 

(iii)  Share knowledge, skills, experience and resources with 
others for the benefit of the community. 

(iv)  To promote co-operation, co-ordination and fellowship 
among likeminded groups associated with similar 
activities and communities as previously identified by the 
leadership. 

A copy of the Articles of Association of the company may be 
inspected at the Registered office of the company situated at 
No. 4, Devos Avenue, Colombo 4. 

Notice is hereby given that any person, company or 
corporation objecting to this application may bring such 
objections with 21 days from the date of publication of this 
notice by a letter addressed to the Registrar-General of 
Companies, "Samagam Medura", No. 400, D. R. Wijewardene 
Mawatha, Colombo 10. 

Date: 09.09.2020
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- Vehicle Rent /  Wanted- Auto Focus

- Photo Classi� eds

To Buy Your Dream Vehicle within your Budget

Hot Line - 011 2 429 369/ 011 2 429 368
E-mail - adzsuo@gmail.com

YOU NAME IT,
 WE HAVE IT

If it is a vehicle you want,

             Magazine Issued with
Sunday Observer

THE ONLY PLACE TO 
BUY YOUR

DREAM CAR!

Eastern University, Sri Lanka

National Competitive Bids (NCB)

This has reference to the advertisement published in this newspaper on 15/09/2020 on the 
above subject.

The eligibility requirement for the following work has been revised as detailed below. Other, 
terms and conditions of the previous advertisement remain unchanged.

S.
No. Name of Work

Estimated 
Cost Excl. 
VAT (Rs.)

Required ICTAD/CIDA Valid 
Grade and the Specialty

01

Supply, Installation, 
Commissioning and Extension 
of Fiber Backbone between 
Server Room/CICT and Faculty 
of Agriculture, and Technology, 
EUSL

7,656,600.00

EM4 or above –
Extra Low Voltage Installations

(Data, Telecommunication 
and Security Systems, Public 
address systems, Pipe music 

systems (ELV))

Bidding documents shall be obtained from Senior Assistant Registrar (Capital Works & 
Planning) up to 28/09/2020 or downloaded from the website of the EUSL (http://www.esn.
ac.lk).

The Chairman
Department Procurement Committee
Eastern University, Sri Lanka
Vantharumoolai
Chenkalady.                                                                                              16.09.2020

INVITATIoN foR BIDS (IfB)

Rehabilitation and Improvement of Building and other 
Structures at Eastern University, Sri Lanka

Immediately want-
ed a Male Taylor 
for a residence 
in Colombo 03. 
Should have more 
than 10 years tai-
loring experience 
in ladies and gents 
costume. Age 40-50 
years. Daily salary 
Rs. 2,​000/​= and 
above negotiable. 
Contact: Lalith 077-
0169070.� 054746

WATAPITA HOT LINE - 011 2 429 342

»Y£…w n™~ˆl²‹Y‰Yx
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