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ALLEGED ACGEPTANGE OF GRATIFICATION

RAVI AND ALOYSIUS

NDICTE

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

The Bribery Commission yes-
terday filed indictments consist-
ing of six counts against former
Minister Ravi Karunanayake
and PTL beneficiary owner
Arjun Aloysius in the Colombo
High Court.

The Director General of the
Commission to Investigate Alle-
gations of Bribery or Corruption
alleged that former Minister had
committed a punishable offence
under Section 19 (c) of the Bribery Commission Act while
soliciting and accepting a gratification being a public serv-
ant between February 12, 2016 and September 30, 2016.

The Bribery Commission alleged first accused Ravi
Karunanayake had accepted a gratification from second
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20A aims at formulating
new Constitution - President

DANUSHKA GODAKUMBURA

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
has apprised the Government Par-
liamentary Group yesterday that
the 20th Amendment was brought
with an intention of formulating a
new Constitution to the country.

Addressing the Government

Conditions apply.

20A Draft Bill
to be tabled in
Parliament today

accused Aloysius while purchas-
ing an apartment at Kollupitiya
(No. 5PH2, Monarch Housing
Complex) for Rs.11.68 million
using the cheques issued by
Walt & Row Associates (Pvt)
Ltd and Perpetual Capital Pri-
vate Ltd in which Aloysius was
a director.
The indictments allege that
‘ the second accused Arjun Aloy-
sius to be charged for aiding
and abetting the commission of
this offence under Section 25 (2) read with section 19 (c)
of the Bribery Commission Act.
The prosecution had named 58 individuals as witness-
es. The Bribery Commission further listed 32 documents as
production items in the case.

Parliamentary Group at the Presi-
dential Secretariat yesterday,
President Rajapaksa said a new
Constitution would be formulated
after taking the opinions of all
stakeholders into consideration.
He said that the 20th Amendment
to the Constitution WL

CHAMIKARA WEERASINGHE

The Draft Bill of the 20th Amendment to
amend the Constitution is due to be tabled
in Parliament today for the First Reading.
Any citizen may petition against the Bill
after it is tabled thus. The idea of this will be
to challenge the Constitutionality of it before
the Supreme Court, the law academics yes-
terday told the Daily News.

Safety standards of buildings

constructed during last two decades

BASL requests President
to appoint Task Force

The Bar Association of Sri Lanka (BASL)
yesterday requested President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa to appoint a Task Force immediately to
consider whether the buildings constructed
during the last two decades or more in the
country have obtained proper approval.

The Association in a letter to the President
under the hand of its President

Building owner to be
charged for negligence

ASELA KURULUWANSA

Kandy SSP Sudath Masinghe yes-
terday said that charges will be filed
against the owner of the collapsed
building for negligence which led to
the death of three persons including
an infant in Buwelikada on Sunday.

He said that the owner will also
be charged for causing damages to
two houses.

“Investigation has started after

facts regarding the incidents were
filed in courts. The SSP said that
the police have called reports from
respective institutions to ascertain
the collapsed building was construct-
ed in compliance with the approvals
from respective organizations.

A five storey building collapsed
onto another building at Sanga-
mitta Mawatha in Buwelikada on
Sunday.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa discussed future plans of the State Ministry of Women
and Child Development, Pre-School & Primary Education,School Infrastructure &
Education Services at a meeting held at the Presidential Secretariat yesterday.Prof.
Ven. Medagoda Abayathissa Thera, Ministers Prof. G.L. Peiris, State Minister Piyal
Nishantha and Secretary to the President Dr. P. B. Jayasundera were present.

Picture courtesy President’s Media Division (SEE PAGE 06)

PCol probing Easter Sunday attacks told

Kandy MC probes building collapse

ASELA KURULUWANSA

pal Commissioner together with

‘Pujith prevented from investigating NTJ'

LAHIRU FERNANDO

responsibility has been vested with then State

Former IGP Pujith Jayasundara was
instructed by then President Maithripala Siri-
sena to withdraw from carrying out investiga-
tions on the conduct of National Thowheed
Jamaat (NTJ) before the attack since that

Work for country’s

Intelligence Service (SIS) Director Nilan-
tha Jayawardena, former Defence Secretary
Hemasiri Fernando told the Presidential Com-
mission of Investigations (PCol) probing the
Easter Sunday attacks yesterday. W0

The Kandy Municipal Council
has initiated an investigation to
ascertain whether the building
that collapsed at Buwelikada on
Sunday morning has been con-
structed in compliance with the
plan approved by the Council.

According to Municipal Com-
missioner Chandana Thenna-
koon, a report is to be prepared
in this regard by Deputy Munici-

Municipal Engineering Division,
Urban Development Authority
and Building Research Institute.

He said that construction of
this building began in 2007
though the owners don’t have
an approved plan in their pos-
session.

“We are looking at a copy of the
approved plan, kept at the Munici-
pal council,” he said.

Former CJ Dr. Mohan Peiris recommended for top UN post

well-being - Ruwan

SHIROMI ABEYSINGHE and

CENTRAL COLOMBO GROUP CORR.

UNP Deputy Leader Ruwan Wijewardene yester-
day said that the incumbent government is trying to
drag the country into slavery and serfdom through
the 20th Amendment to the Constitution.

RUKSHANA RIZWIE

Former Chief Justice
and President Counsel Dr.
Mohan Peiris has been
recommended for the posi-
tion of a permanent rep-
resentative of Sri Lanka
to the United Nations in
New York after the posi-

tion fell vacant following
the retirement of Shenuka
Seneviratne.

Foreign Ministry sources
confirmed that Dr.Peiris
name has been referred to
the Parliament Committee
on High Posts for their rec-
ommendation and approv-

al. The Committee may
interview and may await
any objections to this rec-
ommendation, following
the publication of his cre-
dentials in the newspapers.

Dr Mohan Peiris, is an
alumnus of St.Joseph’s Col-
lege and WIIZEANA
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Wijewardene opined that the entire world is
striving to make their judiciary, legislature, public
finance, election process more independent ensur-
ing personal freedom while Sri Lanka is moving

backwards

The UNP Deputy Leader in a statement said the
politicians should take decisions for the well being

5405
I

of the country and its posterity.

He said the government is trying to
deprive the country of its democratic
rights ensured by the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution \EIHANY

Retain positive aspects of 19A - Vasudeva

Democratic Left Front
Leader and Water Supply
Minister Vasudeva Nanay-
akkara vyesterday said
that positive aspects of
the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution includ-

ing the clause relating to
dual citizenship should be
retained.

“Some good aspects of
the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution such as
provisions guaranteeing
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the Right to Information,
limiting the Presidential
terms to five years and pre-
venting dual citizenship
holders to contest elec-
tions need to be retained,”
he said.
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We expect UN to place due emphasis on

non-interference in domestic affairs of states

We  expect the United
Nations will place due emphasis
on non-interference in domes-
tic affairs of other states, Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa said
in a pre-recorded statement at
the High-Level Meeting to
Commemorate the 75th Anni-
versary of the United Nations
yesterday(21).

“At a time when the world is
facing a common and an unri-
valled threat, the “United
Nations We Need”, I am certain,
will place due emphasis on the
sovereign equality of States,
respect for territorial integrity
and non-interference in their
domestic affairs”, President
said.

The President said that he
firmly believes that partner-
ships fostered between Member
States and the UN continue at
their best when no country is
held hostage to the interests of
a few.

UN Member States agreed in
June 2019 that the UN will
mark its 75th anniversary with
a one-day, high-level meeting of
the UN General Assembly on
Monday, September 21, 2020
on the theme, 'The Future We
Want, the UN We Need: Reaf-

firming our Collective Commit-
ment to Multilateralism'.

The President of the 75th
Session of the General Assem-
blyVolkanBozkir made the
opening statement at the meet-
ing where leaders and delegates
of 180 countries made their
representations. “The world is
plagued by the unprecedented
COVID-19  pandemic, which
has jeopardized our economies,
health systems and indeed our
societies, just within a few
months”, President Rajapaksa
observed.

Sri Lanka was able to suc-
cessfully face the challenge of
COVID-19 through a proactive
intervention. We established
the National Action Committee
for Preventing COVID-19 even
before the first patient was
detected in Sri Lanka. Our
approach synchronized the mili-
tary, health as well as civilian
authorities of national and
regional levels.

Sri  Lanka’s recovery rate
stands at over 90% well above
the global recovery rate. Our
success story owes much to our
reliance upon ‘tracing and quar-
antine’, which was our greatest
strength, President stressed.
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“Sri Lanka is hopeful that

Your Excellency Volkan Boz-

cessfully face the challenge of

: COVID-19 through a proactive

intervention. We established
the National Action Committee
for Preventing COVID-19 even
before the first patient was
detected in Sri Lanka. Our
approach synchronized the
military, health as well as civil-
ian authorities of national and
regional levels.

Sri Lanka’s recovery rate
stands at over 90% well above
the global recovery rate. Our
success story owes much to
our reliance upon ‘tracing and
quarantine’, which was our

medium scale entrepreneurs
paid their dividend.

As we celebrate 65 years of
UN membership this year, Sri
Lanka is pleased to have con-
tributed significantly to United
Nation’s agenda, ranging from
peacekeeping operations to pro-
grammes of its specialized
agencies.

At a time when the world is
facing a common and an unri-
valled threat, the “United
Nations We Need”, I am certain,
will place due emphasis on the
sovereign equality of States,
respect for territorial integrity

Death of former Sunday
Observer Design Editor
Rajitha Udawatta

we of the United Nations would
rededicate ourselves in efforts
to strengthen this great institu-
tion to ensure the future we
want. We owe our peoples and
future generations no less”.

Full text of the statement by
H.E. GotabayaRajapaksa, Pres-
ident of the Democratic Social-
ist Republic of Sri Lanka, At
the High-Level Meeting to
Commemorate the 75th Anni-
versary of the United Nations-
21 September 2020

Mr. President,

Mr. Secretary-General,

Excellencies,

Ayubowan !

kir, I congratulate you on being
elected as the President of the
75th Session of the General
Assembly.

I am deeply honoured to rep-
resent the people of Sri Lanka
on this historic occasion.

Unfortunately, the world is
not what the founders of this
august body envisaged 75
years ago.

The world is plagued by the
unprecedented COVID-19 pan-
demic, which has jeopardized
our economies, health systems
and indeed our societies, just
within a few months.

Sri Lanka was able to suc-

greatest strength.

Sri Lanka has not reported a
single case arising within the
local society for over a month
now.

Excellencies,

Sri Lanka has committed
to the 2030 Agenda of Sus-
tainable Development. Pov-
erty alleviation through an
agri-based production econo-
my is a major goal of my
Government.

The steps that we had initi-
ated earlier this year for
enhancing local production,
partial restrictions on imports
as well as assisting small and

and non-interference in their
domestic affairs.

Excellencies,

I firmly believe that partner-
ships fostered between Member
States and the UN continues at
their best when no country is
held hostage to the interests of
a few.

Sri Lanka is hopeful that we
of the United Nations would
rededicate ourselves in efforts
to strengthen this great insti-
tution to ensure the future we
want. We owe our peoples
and future generations no
less.

Thank you.

ZOA aims at... From page 01

will jettison the 19th Amend-
ment passed in 2015 empowering
the 18th Amendment to the Consti-
tution. The President has said that

a new Constitution can be formulat-
ed thereafter.

The President answering the
questions raised by the Parliamen-

BASI. reqUGStS... From page 01

Kalinga Indatissa PC said that the
Task Force should be empowered to
deal with any construction which
lacks proper approvals or which have
been constructed contrary to the
approval granted.

The BASL President said that a
father, a mother and their infant suc-
cumbed to death consequent to the
collapse of a building in Buwelikada
on Sunday and similar disaster had
taken place in Wellawatta a few years
ago. He added that relevant laws and
regulations should be introduced

tarian and Ministers said that opin-
ions of all stakeholders will be
taken into consideration when for-
mulating a new Constitution.

immediately regarding building
approvals and enforce the law wherev-
er a person found to have contravened
the legal provisions.

Excerpts from the letter:

“It is now in public domain that a
father, mother and their infant child
succumbed to death consequent to
the collapsing of a building in Buwe-
likada, Kandy.

In the recent past there have been
several instances where similar conse-
quences ensued. Except for the initial
enthusiasm that is demonstrated, no

meaningful action has been taken by

the State authorities to address these
issues. “It is common knowledge that
the UDA which is generally in charge
of building approvals prosecute indi-

viduals for construction of unauthor-

ized structures periodically.

‘During the last two decades or
more a large number of commercial
buildings have been constructed in
the country either without approvals
or contrary to the approvals given.
Sometimes these buildings and con-
structions are regularised. The inci-

Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paska has also opined at this meet-
ing that obtaining the opinions of
all stakeholders is of paramount

dent at Buwelikada raises several
questions relating to construction of
such buildings. “The lady who died as
a result was a member of our Associa-
tion. The value of human life cannot
be estimated on the standing of an
individual. A few years ago a similar
incident occurred when a building
collapsed in Wellawatte. In the Wella-
watte incident it was later found that
the necessary approvals had not been
properly obtained.

“Respective governments during
the last two decades or more appear
to have ignored the importance of
proper building planning.

“While a value cannot be
placed on a human life, we
believe that it is the duty of every
State agency to identify a proper
legal mechanism relating to grant-
ing of approvals. Such mecha-
nisms cannot vary based on the

“If attempts are made to
deprive the country of the demo-
cratic benefits ensured by the
19th Amendment, it is an histori-
cal error,” he said.

Wijewardene added that the law
should be equal to all citizens in
the country. He added that those
who shouted against the destruc-

importance when formulating a
new Constitution and they are
ready to be more flexible in this
regard.

individual concerned. In the above
circumstances we would thank Your
Excellency;

(a)To setup a task force immediate-
ly to consider whether the buildings
constructed during the last two dec-
ades or more have obtained proper
prior approval,

(b)To authorize the said task force
to deal with any construction which
lacks proper approvals or which have
been constructed contrary to the
approvals granted,

(¢)For the immediate introduction
of relevant laws and regulations
regarding building approvals and
enforce the law wherever a person is
found to have contravened the legal
provisions.

In our assessment it would be pru-
dent to establish an umbrella Agency
consisting of all State sector agencies
dealing with this aspect”.

Work for country,s... From page 01

tion caused to the environment
during their government are keep-
ing silent when lands in Ramsar
wetlands are cleared.

“They are silent when massive
environment damage is caused to
the Sinharaja, Knuckles forest
range and archaeological sites,”
he said.

Retain positive aspects... com page o:

“There are several
positive aspects of
the 19th Amendment
to the Constitution
which should be
retained,” he said.

Nanayakkara made
these remarks after a
meeting with Cuban
Ambassador in Sri
Lanka Juana Elena
Ramos Rodriguez.

The discussion
with Cuban Envoy in
Colombo focused on
a gamut of areas
including bilateral
cooperation and
technological devel-
opment in the water
supply and drainage
field. The Cuban
Ambassador apprised
the Minister on the

a
new COVID-19 vac-
cine being developed
by Cuba.
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20A Draft Bill... cor peoe o:

If nobody petitions against it, the
20th Amendment Bill may be taken
for a Second Reading in Parliament
for debate. This will be the start of
the legislative process.

“Should any party petition against
the draft bill pending its constitution-
ality, then the Supreme Court shall
deliver its ruling about that within
three weeks from the day that the
petition has been filed,” the sources
said.

In that case, the Legislature cannot
take any action on the draft bill, until
the Supreme Courts give its determi-
nation with respect to the petitions.

“After the Supreme Court has
given its decision, a second reading
may be taken on the outlines of the
bill (20 A) in Parliament, which
would be the stage of the legislative
process,” sources said.

A vote will be taken at the end of
the second reading which should be
approved by a two- thirds majority in
Parliament, after which the working
committee stage takes place. The out-
lines of the bill are taken one by one
here for consideration. The members
may propose amendments to the
draft during this process.

A Third Reading will follow on the
20th Amendment after that. A two
thirds majority vote will be required

at this stage as well. The 20th
Amendment will become law once
the Speaker signs it,

As pointed out by Education Min-
ister and law Professor G.L.Peiris,
the 20th Amendment will give back
powers to the President that have
been denied him by the 19th Amend-
ment.

According to him these powers
have been denied to the President in
contravention of the Constitution,
when powers of the President are
very clear in the Constitution.” The
executive power of the people, includ-
ing the defense of Sri Lanka, shall be
exercised by the President of the
Republic elected by the People,” he
said addressing a gathering in Kandy.
Political critic, Constitutional law
expert and Presidential Counsel Dr.
Jayatissa De Costa yesterday told the
Daily News, that 19 th Amendment
had triggered chaos and created
major security lapses in the country

Former Design Editor of the Sun-
day Observer Rajitha Udawatta who is
domiciled in Australia passed away on
Sunday after a brief illness. He was a
committed employee who won the
hearts of his colleagues at Lake
House. He leaves his wife Florence and
four children. Rajitha is an past stu-
dent of Piliyandala Central College.

‘Pujith prevented...

From page 01

In his testimony, he said the SIS had
received permission in writing from the
then President to carry out these investi-
gations exclusively.

Fernando said Jayawardena’s failure to
present verified and accurate information
is there behind this disaster and therefore
he should be held responsible for this inci-
dent.

“If Jayawardane had reached me with
accurate and verified information along
with his recommendations, I could have
taken the necessary action against the
attack,” the former Defence Secretary
said.

However, he said Sirisena and Jayawar-
dane had a bold relationship which he
defined as stronger than a Father-Son rela-
tionship.

Further testifying Fernando said after
being appointed as the Defence Secretary
in November 2018, the State Intelligence
Service (SIS) had provided him with sev-
eral reports including the details of Easter
Sunday carnage mastermind Zaharan
Hashim and his extremist activities but,
nothing harmful was observed there.

During his testimony, in which he was
questioned repeatedly on the matter, Fer-
nando with the permission of the PCol
questioned the Commission whether he
had been summoned before that the Com-
mission and being questioned with the
presumption that he should be held
responsible for these deadly attacks.

Fernando will testify before the Com-
mission again on September 24.

Kandy MC... o pege o

He said that the owner has sought
Council’s permission to make changes
to the building after the plan was
approved by the council.

“It has been reported that they owner
has sought permission from the National
Building Research Organization for the
constructions in 2015

Former CJ Dr. Mohan...

From page 01

Royal College, Colom-
bo. Mohan Peiris
entered the legal profes-
sion in 1975 and joined
the Attorney General’s
Department in 1981 as a
B State Counsel.

He served as the
Attorney General from 2008 and 2011
and as the Chief Justice from 2013 to
2015 after being nominated by the then
President Mahinda Rajapaksa.

including the Easter Sunday terrorist
during the previous Sirisena-Ranil
regime, because it deprived the exec-
utive President of the powers he was
entitled to.

He said the 10-member Constitu-
tional Council and so called Inde-
pendent Commissions had dispos-
sessed the President’s powers, which
the 20th Amendment must install.

“The kind of change that the peo-
ple voted in President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa and the government forwill
take place in about a month from
now once the 20th Amendment is
passed in Parliament,” he said.

The 20th Amendment will require
approval of no less than 150 members
in Parliament, which the government
has, and the enactment of the bill is a
matter of time, although Opposition
Leader Sajith Premadasa is at the
ready to oppose it with what he calls
“19th plus programme,” which is set
to mislead the public for petty politi-
cal gain.

“The change people wanted,” he
said,” cannot happen until those anti-
Sinhala, anti-Buddhist and extremist
lobbyists stationed in the independ-
ent councils are removed and a new
Constitutional Council is appointed
to monitor the affairs of the Inde-
pendent Commissions.”
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Rs.3.5 Bn project to produce
Insulip in Sri Lanka

Tourism Minister
Pharmaceutical
Regulation State Minister Prof. Channa
Jayasumana and others participating in the
foundation laying ceremony.

Prasanna Ranatunga,
Production, Supply and

NADIRA GUNATILLEKE

The State Pharmaceuticals Manufac-
turing Corporation (SPMC) and Radella
Group have launched a joint project
worth Rs. 3.5 Billion in order to pro-
duce Insulin in Sri Lanka for the first
time in the history, State Pharmaceuti-
cals Manufacturing Corporation
(SPMC), Pharmaceutical Production,
Supply and Regulation State Ministry
spokesman said.

According to the spokesman, this pro-
ject will be completed within a period of
24 months and commence production.
At present, Insulin is imported to Sri
Lanka from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
United Arab Emirates (UAE) etc. spend-
ing Rs.3300 million annually.

The new Insulin production factory to
be set up at the Koggala Investment Pro-
motions Zone. A large number of
employment opportunities will be creat-
ed through this new project. After com-
mencing Insulin production, Insulin will
not be imported to Sri Lanka. Insulin
will become another product export by
Sri Lanka.

Last week Tourism Minister Prasanna
Ranatunga, Plantation Industries Minis-
ter Ramesh Pathirana, Pharmaceutical
Production, Supply and Regulation State
Minister Prof. Channa Jayasumana and
several others participated in the foun-
dation stone laying ceremony.

Insulin is essential to treat diabetes
patients. They need insulin to save their
lives.

Facebook Journalism Project
with CIR to train over 300
Sri Lankan journos

The Facebook Journalism Project and the
Center for Investigative Reporting (CIR)
have announced a partnership to train over
300 journalists from across Sri Lanka.

The three-week long training programme
titled ‘Facebook Foundations for Journalists’
is conducted online with each weekly train-
ing session covering three-hours of demon-
stration-led discussions. The sessions will
be conducted either in the Sinhala or Tamil
languages.

The training will include sessions to sup-
port journalists in Sri Lanka to understand
safety features for journalists and how to
use the platform for effective storytelling. It
covers Facebook best practices for journal-
ists, Facebook Community Standards,
online safety for journalists, and building
communities on Facebook.

Facebook’s Director of News Partnerships
for APAC Anjali Kapoor said, “We are proud
to partner with CIR to support the capacity
of Sri Lanka’s news community and to sup-
port the news ecosystem so they can con-
tinue their important work.”

The Facebook Journalism Project works
with publishers around the world to
strengthen the connection between journal-
ists and the communities they serve.

CIR is Sri Lanka’s first dedicated center
promoting excellence in investigative jour-
nalism within Sri Lanka and the South
Asian region and focuses on both skills
enhancement and developing investigative
story content.

Those who are interested in the training
can apply online by completing the applica-
tion form: https://cir.lk/category/opportuni-
ties/
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CAMELIA NATHANIEL

ir Marshal D.L.
Sumangala Dias
joined the Sri
Lanka Air Force
(AF) on Decem-
ber 13, 1984 as an Officer
Cadet in the General Duties
Pilot (GDP) Branch in the 13th
Officer Cadet intake. On com-
pletion of the Basic and
Advanced phases of flying
training, he was commissioned
as a Pilot Officer in the GDP
Branch on August 15, 1986.

After having completed his Staff
Course at the Defence Services Staff
College in Wellington, India in 2001,
he completed the National Defence
Course in Mirpur, Bangladesh. He also
completed the Junior Command and
Staff Course in India, Joint Air Warfare
Course at IAF, India and Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Course in Pakistan.

Air Marshal Dias was appointed the
Chief of Staff of the Air Force on Octo-
ber 1, 2016 until he was appointed as
the 17th Commander of the Sri Lanka
Air Force. Air Marshal Dias has been
awarded the Vadamarachchi Operation
Medal, Purna Bhumi Service Medal,
Desha Putra Sammanaya, Rana Wick-
rama Padakkama, Rana Sura Padakka-
ma four times with 03 Bars, North &
East Operations Medal, Riviresa Cam-
paign Service Medal, 50th Independ-
ence Anniversary Commemoration
Medal, Sri Lanka Air Force 50th Anni-
versary Medal, North Humanitarian
Operational Medal, East Humanitarian
Operational Medal, Uththama Seva
Padakkama and the Vishishta Seva
Vibushanaya.

He is a proud recipient of the Desha
Puthra Sammanaya, due to the injuries
he sustained as a result of enemy fire
over Silawathura during offensive com-
bat air operations in Eelam War II. In
recent times, the Air Force has been
actively engaged in operations related
to drugs, environmental issues and
have been among the first respondents
during disasters or sudden calamities.
Although the Air Force has been
actively engaged, at times it feels like
their contribution has not been given
adequate recognition.

However, in a recent interview with
the Daily News, Air Force Commander
Air Marshal Sumangala Dias disclosed
many of the operations the Air Force is
engaged in which were hitherto perhaps
not widely known. A rather quiet per-
sonality himself, Air Marshal Dias spoke
about his entry into the Air Force, the
contribution made under his directives
and also his vision for the future of the
AR

How did you first decide
eto join the Air Force?

A. 1 attended the Lalith Athulathmu-
dali College and having got through the
Grade 5 Scholarship Examination, I got
into Nalanda College, Colombo. I was
engaged in sports while also focusing on
my studies. On the guidance of my par-
ents, I joined the Student Cadet Corps
in 1977 and it was from there that I
gained some knowledge about the Forc-
es. After I left school in 1982, having
represented the junior and senior
cadets, I applied to all three Forces —
Army, Navy, and Air Force and even
attended the interviews. However, even-
tually, on the wishes of my mother, I
selected the Air Force. My mother
insisted I should join the Air Force.
That was the starting point of my jour-
ney in the Air Force.

journey throughout the
years until you reached the
pinnacle of the Air Force?

Q How would you rate your
°

A. The journey in any Military Force
is certainly not a smooth ride, but
despite the bumps, ups and downs, I
could say that mine was relatively a
smooth ride. As a helicopter pilot and a
fixed wing transport pilot, I have faced
many challenges. Even otherwise, there
have been a few hiccups but all in all I
have had a comfortable career. Even
when my son was born, I got to come
and see him only after two days, but
this is nothing new for anyone in the
Forces.

Is there any particular
eunforgettable incident

that you had to face during
the war?

A. Yes. There are quite a few. But dur-
ing one incident in 1992 where I was
tasked to take up a resupply mission to
one of the camps which was under
siege, I had a close shave. Two helicop-
ters were assigned to carry basic sup-
plies and medicines to this camp, which

was cut-off due to being under siege.
One of the helicopters was assigned
from Anuradhapura and I was sent from
Katunayake.

As per the plan, we departed and we
were assigned to land, drop off the sup-
plies, pick up the casualties and return.
As the person from Anuradhapura was
more familiar with the terrain, he was
asked to land first, and when he was
returning and our paths crossed, I asked
him about the situation and he said
there was fire from the terrorists close
by, but he had not been hit. So I contin-
ued and just before landing, I was shot
and could not land and fortunately man-
aged to return to Anuradhapura safely.

Currently, the
QoGovernment is engaged
in a massive operation to rid
the country of drugs. Could
you explain the role the AF
plays in this operation?

A. There are many methods being
adopted to eradicate the drug menace.
From the level of tracking drug users
etc to detecting illegal drugs being
smuggled in via sea route, we have
been engaged. We have also been
engaged in detecting large-scale canna-
bis cultivations and illicit liquor opera-
tions deep within forest areas. As we
have a bird’s-eye view of these activi-
ties on the ground from the skies, it
gives us an advantage and we can easi-
ly spot these areas which are not
detectable to the ground forces.

In addition to drug
eoperations conducted
throughout the country, you,
as the Commander, have also
taken stern steps to ensure
that there is no room for
drug use within the AF?

A. Yes, recently we held a three-day
workshop to educate all members of
the Air Force on zero-tolerance for
drugs and we have made them give a
written oath not to engage in such ille-
gal drug use. But, sometimes it is
uncertain whether every man and
woman in the AF has got the message.
Hence, everyone had to sign a declara-
tion, so that they are well aware that
they have signed this declaration. So
there is no way anyone can say they
were unaware.

During the war, the
oAir Force Canine

Unit played a big role in
detecting explosives. Do you
have any plans of deploying
the Air Force canines for
drug detections, especially
at airports and ports?

A. So far we have deployed sniffer
dogs for guard duties and VIP events.

FEATURE

Now, we have established another unit
where we imported several dogs sever-
al months back and with the assistance
of the Police, they are being trained
purely to detect narcotics. They will be
deployed at airports and I think this
will be a very good effort in detecting
drugs being brought into the country.
Now we have a team of 8-10 dogs
together with their handlers and as we
are mainly in charge of the security at
International airports, these dogs will
be able to make an effective contribu-
tion in detecting such illegal drugs.

Having completed the
etask of providing air-
power during the war, what
is the current role of the Air
Force?

A. Subsequent to the completion of
the war, the main task of the Air
Force is surveillance and responding
to disaster situations. Hence, we are
monitoring the seas surrounding the
country in coordination with the
Navy, mainly in detecting illegal sub-
stances being smuggled into the
country via the sea route, using fish-
ing vessels. The Air Force has also
deployed Y-12 aircraft for surveillance
of the waters surrounding the country
to detect any drugs or other illegal
substances being smuggled into the
country via sea route and also illegal
migrants entering the country by boat
from neighbouring India.

These surveillance operations are
conducted on a daily basis and if and
when any suspicious activities are
observed, the Navy is alerted and
given the coordinates in order to inter-
cept such illegal operations and arrest
the suspects.

The Air Force has also
emade a significant
contribution in the country’s
efforts against the COVID-19
pandemic. Can you explain
the role played by the AF?

A. We are the first respondents in
dealing with those who are coming
into the country at the BIA and
other airports. Thanks
to the setup we had
under the Nuclear Bio-
logical and Chemical
warfare (NBC), we were
prepared. When the
first group of students
were brought down
from China, with our
guidance, this mission
was completed success-
fully and there were no
infections. So far,
around 28,000 have
come into the country
and we have guided
them, briefed and disin-
fected them etc. As for
the equipment etc, we
had the resources under
the NBC, we had the
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C ‘ Having identified bald patches of forest

areas, we are engaged in seed bombing
where seeds covered in clay are dropped onto
these bald areas within forests targeting the
rainy season. The President has also directed us
to do more seed bombings. Recently, I received
feedback that these operations have a

capabilities and as such, we had no
issue.

The Air Force has also
ebeen actively engaged
in the reforestation and
environmental protection
efforts in the country. Can
you brief us on these efforts?

A. Yes, this is one of my pet areas.
Even without much publicity, the AF
has initiated a policy of not discarding
any garbage and we have an effective
mechanism to recycle these products.
We have been maintaining that
throughout and we have an award pro-
gramme to recognise those who make
significant contributions, individually
and as a team.

In addition, having identified bald
patches of forest areas, we are engaged
in seed bombing where seeds covered
in clay are dropped onto these bald
areas within forests targeting the rainy
season. The President has also direct-
ed us to do more seed bombings.
Recently, I received feedback that
these operations have a success rate of
around 50-60 percent.

Having rendered your
e contribution during

the war, the Air Force has
continued to serve the
country. Today the AF plays a
pivotal role in fighting fires
and responding to fires. How
did the AF assist in fighting
the fire onboard the MT New
Diamond recently?

A. The AF has conducted 176 flying
operations and unleashed 440,000
bambi buckets of water onto the oil
tanker to douse the fire and in addition
to many surveillance operations, the
Air Force also improvised and dropped
sacks of fire retardant onto the fire
which was successful in preventing a
major environmental disaster.

With so many

ehigh-rise buildings
coming up, thereis a huge
concern about fires in
these buildings and
how the Fire
Department
could reach
these
areas. Is
the AF
geared
to handle
such fires?

success rate of around 50-60 percent , ’

A. This is a specialised area and we
are very well equipped with ground
vehicles to fight fires, but we need to
get more knowledge in dealing with
fires in high-rise buildings, and only
highly advanced countries have the
know-how. Hence, we are trying to
get this knowledge, but it is a very
costly affair.

In today’s context,

emuch emphasis has
been placed on female
representation in every
profession. What efforts
has the AF taken to engage
females in this hitherto
male-dominated field of
piloting?

A. Yes, within another few weeks,
two lady pilots will pass out and join
the AF. Female representation has
now been included in every branch of
the Air Force including aeronautical
engineering, piloting, ground opera-
tion etc.

Is the AF also engaged
ein assisting the Police
in implementing the lane
rules?

A. Yes, we have deployed drones to
monitor and provide video coverage
to assist the Police in managing traf-
fic operations. We supply the Police
with video footage and pictures as per
their requirements.

In addition, the Air Force has
launched this highly sophisticated
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) pro-
ject which was initiated during the
time the current President was the
Defence Secretary. It is a complicat-
ed process and not only deploying

drones fitted with cameras, we
are also in the process of
designing a down-link with the
collaboration of the University
of Moratuwa. We plan to buy
it from them which is 30 per-
cent lesser than if imported.
Once it is received, we will be
able to deploy the drones and
record hours of footage.
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v Refugees and the Free Movement of People
v" Dissertation

of BCU postgraduates find work or further

study within six months.
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Siam City Cement (Lanka) Limited
takes immediate action against

encroaching and deforesting of
leased quarry land

Colomisy, Sepdembser 17th, Z020: In an
emengency mesting presided by the Hon
Parester of Fapesl Conserdadion C A
Ratrizyake. an urgent coorse of action
ek apresd upon By 38 shabehaldess
Involwed to immedistely address an
incident af lllegad encroachment and
Ferisl clamnirg in @ long-ferm leased land
belonging to the Sri Lanks Cemrent
Corporatian i Pullalam

The 4450 acres of land in Aruwakialu
ownied by Sn Lanka Cement Corpodation
is beases) by Siem Oy Cement (Lanka)
Lireted (2CCLL S Lanka's leading and
ey 100% lecal manufadiuee ol (emant,
for the extraction of limesfone row
materals  neoedsaty  for o oerrend
practuction st its fully irdegrated cerent
plant. 5CCL operates ts  Aruwakkalu
quearry  in gogonfarce  wdkh (ke
pperational  licenses  fsoued by the
Geological Survey B Mines  Buncau
(G SRR Contrald [rvironme ntad Sethoriby
[CEA] and Provindal Evsironmentad &cs
[FEA) o Sl Lanka, Having fecognised 1he
imgortance of biodiversity doring the
limestone mindsg exiraction  pmoess
caried out w the Arieostkaly guarmg
SCCL rehabilitages the quarny by refilling,
landscaping amd e-planting ower & HHE
plants  anmally ot the  ewravated
el pits

Due e She lack of physicsl demacations
of the boundaries, the wiouchsd and
(e e | L] arid PR
approximately  four  kilometers  away
Froies the quarty operational anca has
been encrasched by sprounding sillags
ComemiundEies over the last two decades
Aftheugh the matier was raiced savaral
times with relevamt authorities, the

eneeapchmant of the land contemued
Thi miost recent land encroachrent that
geciieed W Early Seplember this wear
resiited  In the illegal  ceaning  of
apprirulely 29 e of feeest land in
an iwoleted sren kocated o the South
Exitern  Boundary  of the Lamd
Subsequent to careful mresingalion and
formruiation of proper mirerg plaers. this
arda s dardifed By [he campany 3 a
noreminéng  area  with  iRe  foress
coarved  aver the peam A foreal
omplicd was Fed by SOCL at fhe
warathawiluea Folics on Tth Seplember
mquesting S an irwestigalion gl he
lliegat forest cleating by the perpetrators.

AT the aforesaid meeSing held on 143%h
Senipmiser ¢ Lhe Wanathayillirea Polcs
Station peesided by the Hon. Mirssier A
Ratfiayake accompaniiod By ha Scietary
to the Mipister of Forest Conseration
and Wildlife, 1he Divislenal Seoretary
Direcior Generml| Forest Conmservabon,
Director General  Wikdlife,  Directar
General Cential Emd@anmandal Aathanity
Ceputy  Inspector General of Polos
Futhalam, Senior  Supsrintendest of
Police, Puttalam, the Officer in Chempe,
‘Wanathawibawa, Chairman Pradeshiva
Sabha, Chairmen, Cemienl Corporation
and the Chasrman of SCCL The officials
agred wpon an urgent cogg of action
to address  the incideri of illegal
encroachment and forest clearing In
Anpwakbilu

Fellowing the mesting. S0CL, wnder the
guidance of the How Minister C B
Balneyske ageed Bo fake immediale
action to present the reoccumence of
sirdlar ingdidenis 7 the Rl and 1o

refablityie the gfSected area. SCCL kas

simce pomemenced ysch rehaksiitstion of
the deforested land and bats fo plant
A9 plants in the alecled ama wilk
regular transparent meportng to o
akeholders o® Yhe progeess of 80
activities

The company akes commenced 3 survey
of the Lird on 15th Septambsr clearly
marking the boundary In the affectes
ama  and  increasing  the  secwity
measwres in teres of, patmwlling of the
area during daytime with security guands
on malorbikes, pngd degioying dores iy
doger surveilfamce. Signhosrds will alss
b displaped arpund e propEity
depicting the cwnership swith warmings
10 NSRS,

Wikh ar addanging e
rmanufactuning operation in Futtalam
ot B pait fea decades, SOCL kus
rartured strong  gmerges wih  the
wameanding - commanities  through
armpienenl, am powes e nd, community
cevelopment and uncoustabie sociad
projects that hove erund Puitalams
advancemnent alongside the company
SCCL has alse demoeiirabed 3 iroeg
commsEment to bimdivensity mansgemesd
and conmesrvabion expecialy at dy quary
Wb in concuren] rdRabil®ation of active
guarry site. The mmpany pledge to
contisue |6 quesTy restoration projects
and  aprsiad mh-g_il;.dl maonitming of
restored mines wiile creating more
AV THRS ard educating 14
mmmurdties of the significance of
protecting S Lanka's soovystem.
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Education;
top priority - President

e Preschool and primary education to receive

Govt’s

special attention

¢ Equal personal attention of officers to every school

e Infrastructure development of all schools expedited

¢ Allowance for volunteer pre-school teachers

o Separate programme for differently abled children...

o National Committee on Women to get

Parliamentary approval

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa says

that one of the top priorities of the
government is to formulate and
implement a strategy that will cover
the entire process from early child-
hood education to tertiary education
in order to ensure that future genera-
tions will choose the right path for
them and their future.

The President emphasizes since
early childhood development and pri-
mary education are the most stages
in a child's life special attention
should be paid to that aspect.

President Rajapaksa made these
remarks at a discussion held at the

Presidential Secretariat yesterday(21)

on the future activities of the State
Ministry of Women and Child Devel-
opment, Pre-School & Primary Edu-
cation, School Infrastructure & Edu-
cation Services.

Up until now, there has been no
proper focus or monitoring on pre-

school education. ‘Therefore, a formal

plan has been formulated with the
assistance of specialists in children's
education’, the President said.‘It is
the responsibility of the parents and
teachers to create an environment

where the child will be able to receive

the education with a free mind as
well as to constantly appreciate the
child. Attention has been paid to
grant an allowance to teachers of

Another objective is to regulate
and train them in a way that does not
discomfit them.We also plan to pro-
vide pre-school children with a locally
manufactured kit with the aim of
developing their early skills. The pri-
mary responsibility of the officers and
authorities is to identify and properly
manage the resources of all schools in
the island’, the President emphasized.
The responsible officers of national
and provincial schools should not be
confined to their respective offices
instead they should go to schools to
identify and solve problems on the
spot.

The President pointed out the need
of introducing a system where offic-
ers visit schools to provide appropri-
ate solutions for the issues of the
teachers rather than teachers travel-
ling to education offices.

Basil Rajapaksa, the Head of the
Presidential Task Force on Economic
Revival and Poverty Alleviation
expressing his regret over the hard-
ships faced by teachers who go to
zonal offices for various needs relat-
ed to their profession, said that the
officials should support to resolve
the issues faced by the teachers.

Basil Rajapaksa emphasized the
need to provide safe drinking water
and improved sanitation facilities to
all schools within a short period of
time. The Government is also focus-

Government Official SMS
News Alert Service activated

The Government Official SMS
News Alert Service functioned by
the Department of Government
Information is reactivated with the
aim of making it a reliable news
service that provides news to the
people.

Re-attracting subscribers, the
Department of Government
Information, one of the most
trusted official news providers
has re-launched its mobile phone
news alert service in parallel
with www.news.lk, the official

government news website and
Www.dgi.gov.lk.

This re-launching event will be
held at 11.00 A.M. today at the
Departmental premises under the
patronage of Mass Media Minister
Keheliya Rambukwella. The Depart-
ment of Government Information
constantly communicates
political,economic, and social as
well as government development
information to the public immedi-
ately.

The Government Official SMS

News Alert Service is being launched
to further accelerate the process and
provide a broader range of service.

The Government Official SMS
News Alert Service is available on
Mobitel and Dialog mobile net-
works. You can activate this service
from the Mobitel network by typing
REG (space) and sending an SMS to
2299. From the Dialog Network,

you can activate the official SMS
News Alert Service on your mobile
phone by typing info and sending an
SMS to 678.

Writ petitions filed by Ravi, six
others fixed for argument

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

ing on setting up Special Education
Units at district level to develop the
skills of children with special needs
in order to socialize them.

Basil Rajapaksa said that families

with such children should be support-

ed with financial assistance to pro-
tect them from being the victims of
psychological and economic collapse.
The need of passing the necessary
legislations by an Act of Parliament
to establish a National Committee on
Women for the benefit of desperate

and victimized females was discussed

in detail at today's meeting. The
attention was drawn to expedite the
adjudication of child abuse cases and
to provide closed court facilities to
take testimonies in a manner which
will not disrupt child’s wellbeing.
The President said that beginning
from the practice of leaving the class-

room placing the chair and desk neat-

ly, an education system will be set up
that will transform the child into a
responsible citizen with attitudinal
changes and behaviours, who loves
the country and society.

Prof.Ven. Medagoda Abhayatissa
Thera, Minister Prof. G.L. Peiris,
State Minister Piyal Nishantha, Sec-
retary to the President P.B. Jayasun-

The writ petitions filed
by former Finance Minis-
ter Ravi Karunanayake
and six others in connec-
tion with the issuance of
Treasury Bonds in March
2016 were yesterday fixed
for argument by the Court
of Appeal. The Court of
Appeal two-judge-Bench
comprising Justice (Presi-
dent) A.H.M.D. Nawaz
and Justice Sobhitha Raja-
karuna fixed the seven
writ petitions to be taken
up for argument on
December 18.

Senior Deputy Solici-
tor General Milinda
Gunatilleke appearing for
the Attorney General
informed the Court that
he is filing objections
against the petitions. The
petitioners were directed
to file their counter objec-

tions on or before Octo-
ber 13.

At a previous occasion,
the Court of Appeal had
issued an Interim Order
staying the operation of
arrest warrants issued by
Colombo Fort Magistrate
against former Finance
Minister Ravi Karunana-
yake and six others in
connection with the issu-
ance of Treasury Bonds
in March 2016.

This Interim Order will
be effective until the final
determination of the writ
petitions.

The seven petitioners
who had been named as
the suspects in the Magis-
trate’s Court former
Finance Minister Ravi
Karunanayake, PTL bene-
ficiary owner Arjun Aloy-
sius, PTL Chiefdealer
Kasun Palisena, PTL

Chairman Jeffrey Joseph
Aloysius, Chitta Ranjan
Hulugalle, S. Pathumana-
pan and Indika Saman
Kumara had filed these
writ petitions challenging
Colombo Fort Magis-
trate’s decision to issue a
warrant against them.

In his petition, Ravi
Karunanayake has been
named Attorney General,
Acting IGP C.D. Wickra-
maratne, SSP Ampavila,
Fort Magistrate Ranga
Dissanayake and OIC
attached to the Financial
Investigation Unit of CID
as respondents.

The petitioner Karuna-
nayake stated that the
Bond Commission
appointed to investigate
Treasury Bond issuance
never questioned the peti-
tioner regarding the meet-
ing held on March 28,

2016 and March 30, 2016
and any alleged link
between the said meet-
ings and the lease of the
apartment.

President’s  Counsel
Faisz Musthapha with
Rienzie Arsecularatne PC,
Shavendra Fernando PC
and Counsel Udara
Muhandiramge appearing
for the petitioner Ravi
Karunanayake.

President’s  Counsel
Navin Marapana with
Counsel Thanuja Meega-
hawatte, Uchitha Wick-
remesinghe and Kaush-
alya Molligoda under the
instruction of Sanath
Wijewardena appeared for
Arjun Aloysius.

Counsel Manoj Bandara

with  Sudath  Perera
appeared for Badugoda
Hewa Indika Saman
Kumara.

Two arrested over alleged fraud at CWE

dera, Secretaries to the Cabinet and
State Ministries and officials of line
institutions were present at the dis-
cussion.

pre-school, which do not charge fees.

CATA

LAWRENCE, Malcolm Senathirajah

(Formerly of St. Blane,
Glenfall Road, Nuwar a Eliya).

At Rest with Jesus on September 20th,
2020 in Canada. Beloved son of the late
Anton  Saravanamuttu and  Catherine
Annamal Lawrence. Devoted husband of
late Crissy (Felicia Emmanuel), adored
father of Blossom (Rennie Augustine),
Selva (Nilakshini Benedict) and Christine,
cherished grandfather of Alfred and Andrew
Augustine, Amilia and Alisha Lawrence,
Alexander and Aidan Gomes, loving brother
of Philomene, the late Gene (Photo Center
Nuwara Eliya).

Condolences can be sent to:
memor ies.malcolm@gmail.com

Birthday Remembrance

SUJATHA
WISIDAGAMA

Darling Amma,

Your life was such an inspiration
to all who knew your.

The beautiful smile that adorned your face
brought light and brightened our home.

Now you guide us from your
heavenly abode protecting and shielding us
from all dangers below.

Dear Lord keep Amma safe with You
till we all meet at heavens door.

Lovingly remembered by your daughter,
son-in-law, granddaughter and family.

Holy Mass will be offered for you
at 6.30 a.m. at the
Home for the Elderly - Maradana.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) yesterday arrest-
ed two people over a large-scale
fraud case at the Co-operative

Alleged malpractices at State Banks, affiliated institutes

Wholesale Establishment (CWE).

This fraud has taken place in 2017.
The suspect has allegedly obtained

paddy stocks worth Rs. 56 million

from the CWE with the promise of
supply rice in return. It is reported
that the promised rice stocks had not
been supplied subsequently.

Committee receives over 100 complaints

The Committee appointed by
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaska
to look into alleged malpractices
that have taken place at State
Banks and affiliated institutes yes-
terday said that it has received

more than 100 complaints. These
complaints have been made by
the respective State Banks, trade
unions and the members of the
public.

The Committee has decided to

extend the period to accept the
complaints till September 30 as
the Committee is still accepting
the complaints.

The Finance Ministry in a
release states that the Commit-

tee will start recording evidence
from those accused in the com-
plaints.

The Committee chaired by for-
mer High Court Judge Sisira
Rathnayake comprises Chartered

Accountant Susantha De Silva
and retired Additional Auditor
General W.Premananda. A
Finance Ministry representative
will hold the post of Committee
Secretary.

Lankan
Process

The Embassy of Sri Lanka in
Brazil recently finalised the Cer-
tification Process for the export
of the Sri Lanka cinnamon to
Brazil in bark form with Brazil-
ian Authorities. Accordingly, Sri
Lankan exporters, who had diffi-
culties until now in exporting
Sri Lankan Cinnamon in bark
form to Brazil, can export the
product by furnishing the neces-
sary phytosanitary certificate
issued by the National Plant
Quarantine Service office in Sri
Lanka.

As per Brazilian Customs clas-
sification and the plant health
requirements, Sri Lanka Cinna-
mon in bark form is listed under
wood and its products category
due to the nature of the product.
In order to facilitate entry of Sri
Lankan Cinnamon to Brazilian
market, the Embassy of Sri

Embassy finalises Certification
to export cinnamon to Brazil

Lanka in Brasilia, has been
actively engaging with the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Livestock
and Food Supply in Brazil,
known as 'MAPA', and the
Export Development Board and
National Plant Quarantine Ser-
vice office in Sri Lanka, over a
year, to finalise the Certification
Process for Sri Lankan Cinna-
mon.

Cinnamon has a promising
market opportunity in Brazil
since the product is popular in
Brazilian cuisine, beverages and
confectioneries. The Cinnamon
imports to Brazil grew from
18% during 2017-2018, but
slightly decreased in 2019 as
compared to 2018. The total
cinnamon imported by Brazil in
2019 from the world is over
2,300 tonnes, with a value of
USD 7.74 million. In the total

cinnamon import of Brazil, Sri
Lanka represented on a very
small amount in 2015 and,
thereafter, no recorded export of
cinnamon has taken place
directly to the country in recent
years. Being the key exporter of
cinnamon, Indonesia supplies
nearly 75% of total cinnamon to
Brazil.

Sri Lanka cinnamon exporters
can claim 5% duty preference,
under the GSTP Agreement
from Brazil and therefore the
companies that interested in
exporting cinnamon, in bark
form, can consult with the
Department of Commerce to
receive GSTP certificate. The
prospective exporters also need
to consult with the National
Plant Quarantine Service office
in Sri Lanka to obtain necessary
certification document. The

National Plant Quarantine Ser-
vice, upon testing a representa-
tive cinnamon samples drawn
from the consignment, would
issue a Certificate verifying that
the consignment is free from
injurious insects, bacteria, nem-
atodes, and fungi; and the con-
signment is subjected to fumiga-

cation.The Embassy aims at pro-
moting and diversifying Sri Lan-
kan exports to the Brazilian and
Latin American market, with
the support of the EDB and
Department of Commerce, and
prospective exporters can con-
tact the Trade Section of the
Embassy by email sltradebra-

tion using Methyl Bromide at

zil@gmail.com.

48g/m3 (above 210C). Further,

the information on
phytosanitary treat-
ment performed
would be inserted
in the appropriate
field of the 'Phy-
tosanitary Certifi-
cate', confirming
that the dosage of
Bromide used is
associated with
room temperature

at the time of appli-

PCol probing alleged political victimization told

"Yahapalana Govt. aimed to
destroy Public Service'

ROSHAN THUSHARA

Presidential Task Force on Economic
Revival and Poverty Eradication Co-Sec-
retary D.S.Jayaweera yesterday alleged
that the Yahapalana government aimed

to destroy the Public Service.

"Public Servants hesitated to even sign
a voucher to provide coffins to the vic-

tims of the 2016 flood disaster," he

alleged.

ants.

He also alleged that attempts were
made by the former Prime Minister and
JVP Parliamentarians to create a public
opinion against the Government Serv-

Jayaweera was testifying before the
Presidential Commission of Investigat-

ing (PCol) into the alleged incidents of

political victimization between 2015—

2019.

He said deterioration of the Govern-
ment Service under the Yahapalana Gov-
ernment led to the decline of economic

growth from between 5 and 7 percent in

2015 to 4.1 per cent after the Yahapalana
Government was formed.

de SILVA MALINI MANGALIKA -
Beloved wife of late Mr Singha de Silva,
loving mother of Jayantha, Jayanthi, Kanthi,
Shanthi, Janaka, Chanthi, Hemanthi, Jagath
and Prasanna, passed away on Monday 21st
September 2020. Remains will lie at the
Jayaratne Funeral Parlour from 2.30
p.m. onwards on 21st September. Cortege
leaves the Parlour on Tuesday, Septmber
22nd at 4.00 p.m. for Cremation at the

Borella Cemetery at 5.00 p.m. 056993
JANSZ - ORANEE VINITHA
JAYASUNDERA (nee

GOONEWARDENE) - University of Sri
Jayawardenapura, beloved wife of Raddy
(Prof. Jansz), much loved mother of Maithri
and Mahen, Michael and Thushara, Mihiri
and Randy, adored grandmother of Rahul,
Tiana, Kiara, Mark, Raveena and Roshani,
sister of late Ranjith and Anoma, Nihal
and Pushpa, Gemunu and Ianthi, Cedric
and Faye. Remains lie at A.F. Raymond’s
Funeral Parlour from 9 a.m. on Tuesday
22nd September. Cortede leaves the Parlour
at 4 p.m. after Service at 3.15 p.m. for
Cremation at 4.30 p.m. on the same day
at Borella Cemetery. (New Crematorium).

057006
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Probe this injustice

he reported transfer of a police officer attached
I to Parliament security over his alleged inspec-

tion of the briefcase of a VIP official, if true,
should receive the utmost condemnation. The Assis-
tant Superintendent of Police, in question, had been
given marching orders on the grounds that he had
obstructed the duties of the VIP official. According to
the news report, the ASP had been transferred to
Trincomalee division with the sanction of the Nation-
al Police Commission.

It is not clear if the transfer was made due to this par-
ticular incident or some other disciplinary grounds.
But if it was due to the former then it is a clear case
of victimization which cannot be condoned. What is
more, the incident could well act as a deterrent to
other police officers with a high sense of duty and
lead to a gradual deterioration of the service with the
men in khaki not willing to stick their necks out, lest
they fall foul with officialdom. Hence, the incident, if
as such, should be probed and justice done to the
officer concerned.

Besides, Parliament is a high security zone, with
every MP, Ministers and VIPs including diplomats
subject to thorough checks. No one will forget the
bomb explosion in a Committee room in Parliament
that claimed the life of an MP, seriously injured a
senior minister and nearly killed the President of the
country. One should also keep in mind that the
Easter Sunday bomb attackers were also eyeing
Parliament as a target, according reports at the time.

With extremist elements still very much in our midst
there is no gainsaying the precautions that should be
taken to ensure the calamity of the type that took
place on Easter Sunday does not occur again.

The police have been doing an excellent job in recent
times, seizing large hauls of narcotics, arresting drug
barons and taking the fight to the underworld with
unprecedented success. It would therefore not do to
cause damage to the morale of the police officers
who are risking their lives to eliminate crime from the
face of our soil.

Transferring police officers for doing their duty as hap-
pened to the ASP, needless to say, can have an
extremely demoralizing effect on the entire police
force which could blunt their enthusiasm in fighting
crime.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has given every
encouragement to the police in its fight against the
underworld and the regular briefings he has with the
police top brass on the measures to be adopted is
paying rich dividends. Nothing therefore should be
allowed to stand in the way of this momentum in
dealing with crime and the drugs underworld.

There have also been instances of police officers
being transferred while dealing with vital cases such
as investigating fraud and corruption which too is not
the ideal way to tackle these twin evils. Police offic-
ers have also been transferred at the instance of
politicians while performing their duties to the letter
such as arresting dealers in moonshine who are
close to the politicians concerned.

The police should be allowed to perform their duties
without interference from any quarter if big time
crime and vice are to be tackled successfully.

The police service as a whole too should undergo a
complete overhaul in order to make it an outfit capa-
ble of facing up to the new challenges. Modern day
crime has taken on new forms that demands new
methods and strategies to deal with them. The Nar-
cotics trade had grown to monstrous proportions
and modern weapons are in free circulation that
needs special training by the police to cope with the
phenomenon. What is also needed is a disciplined
police force.

No doubt, the Police came in for some heavy flak in
recent times for being slow to move in eradicating
the narcotics underworld that has taken a strangle-
hold on society.

Major General (Retd.) Kamal Gunaratne recently
advised police officers not to consider the police
profession as yet another job as the lives of the
country’s people are in their hands. Their job was to
ensure all incidents of crime and criminal activity
were probed and the culprits brought to justice.

Police officers have also found themselves on the
wrong side of the law. That four officers attached to
the Police Narcotics Bureau were interdicted to
facilitate an inquiry over their alleged links with drug
dealers tell a tale.

Equally there are brave, honest and dedicated officers
in the service who have gone after the criminals
even risking their own lives. They deserve every
encouragement, and, what is more, free from being
victimized for performing their duties with diligence
and commitment.

As mentioned, the entire police service cries out for a
complete overhaul and the dismantling of the pre-
vailing structures which is obsolete and moribund
given the scale and dimensions to which underworld
crime has transformed in this country. Crime has
taken on an entirely new form with the advent of
drugs into the equation.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

One single vulnerability is all an attacker needs
- Window Snyder
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KANNAN SALAZAR

ith Julian Assange’s “show trial” in progress in the

UK for alleged national security breaches in the US,

and a cold war era propaganda campaign between

the Anglo-American media and China gathering
momentum, a timely new book sheds some light on how the so-
called “free media” has ditched its libertarian values.

The book titled Myth of ‘Free Media’ and Fake News in the
Post-Truth Era published by SAGE 2020 and written by Sri Lan-
kan born journalist and communication scholar Kalinga Senevi-
ratne challenges the Anglo-American media’s claim to be an
objective ‘free media’. He maintains that the western media fails
to understand that objectivity in news is subjective.

The main theme of the book is how subjectivity based on cul-
tural perspectives is ignored by those who peddle the myth of a
“free media”.

In the very first chapter, he discusses the Libertarian Media
Function Theory (LMFT) - that underpins the western ‘free
media’ model where the media is expected to be the “watchdog”
of governments’ abuse of power.

While discussing the Authoritarian Media Function Theory,
the author takes the example of his own experience in Australia
in the 1990s and that of a Dalit journalist in India he interviewed
during the research for the book, to illustrate how cultural cen-
sorship works in Australia and India, that does not give a voice
for minority or marginalized groups.

JULIAN ASSANGE’S WIKILEAKS

He also points out that Julian Assange’s Wikileaks has prac-
ticed ‘watchdog’ journalism “to its core” but he is being hounded
by the very people, who claim to promote “free media”.

Those who have been schooled in the western media theories,
especially the LMFT, may find Seneviratne’s arguments not easy
to digest and even disagree with these. But, with many examples
taken from the international media, he builds a case for a refresh-
ingly new look at what ‘free media’ should be like.

He is critical of both the libertarian and authoritarian models
of the media. He argues that McChesney and Herman’s “propa-
ganda model” and Noam Chomsky’s “manufacturing consent”
models of media function theories are more valid today than the
LMFT.

The chapter on ‘media in crisis’, builds on President Trump’s
assertion in his first White House press conference on February
16, 2017 at which he said that much of the mainstream media in
the US did not speak for the people, but for special interests, and
they benefit from the system.

This chapter applies this argument to the international media,
including the media in India. Truth has been commercialized to
the benefit of the rich, and news has become a public relations
exercise. The theories of ‘manufacturing consent’ and the ‘propa-
ganda model’” are closely examined with examples, such as the
Blair government’s ‘weapons of mass destruction’ propaganda in
2003 that led to the Iraq war, and the propaganda campaign to
overthrow Gaddafi in Libya in 2011.

He thus argues that commercialisation, corporate interests,
propaganda machineries and monopolistic interests have throt-
tled free media — quotes from scholars are given from each end
of the spectrum, causing confusion about what should be an ideal
model.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

A lengthy chapter on subjectivity in news reporting explores
the argument that was raised in an earlier chapter whether we
really had a “truth era” before arriving at a “post-truth” era? He
asks: “Are journalists news vultures whose objectivity is coloured
by subjective viewpoints?”

The main theme of the book is hammered out in the chapter
beginning with the NWICO (New World Information and Com-
munication Order) debates of the 1970s, author’s own experi-
ence as an international reporter, and examples of how different
a focus could be given to each story based on cultural perspec-
tives. A case in point is: When US President Obama visited
Hiroshima in 2016, media representatives did not ask why he
didn’t apologise for the US war crime there. But when Japan’s
PM Abe went to Pearl Harbour the focus was on a Japanese apol-
ogy.

Another chapter discusses at length how the media reports
human rights and is critical of western media’s focus on individ-
ual rights. Seneviratne argues that the western media has
become missionaries for human rights on behalf of western pow-
ers.

While liberals in Asia may disagree with it, the author believes
that the Asian media need to focus on development rights which
is collective in nature. He cites as examples western media’s
“bias” in reporting of Mugabe’s Zimbabwe; Castro’s legacy in
Cuba; ICC war crimes allegations against Africa, UN Human
Rights Council’s similar allegations against Sri Lanka; and the
use of R2P (Right to Protect) argument against Libya.

Julian Assange

It is argued that if the 1976 UN covenant’s development rights
are given equal focus on international reporting, the world will
be seen in a different context — where western countries and
their MINCs would be the biggest violators of human rights.

The chapter on fake news is titled “fake news hysteria” that
should ruffle some feathers in the mainstream media, as he
argues that the mainstream media everywhere have created a
“hysteria” because they fear the alternative media exposing their
subjective reporting.

Referring to research done by two British academics, the
author looks at how the British media delegitimized Labour
leader Jeremy Corby. He discusses at length the four steps of
conducting such a propaganda campaign. Seneviratne argues
that subjective misreporting by the “Fourth Estate” has given
rise to a “Fifth Estate” which the former wants to label “fake
news”.

In the final chapter Seneviratne explores an alternative to the
adversarial “fourth estate” journalism promoted by the libertari-
an model of journalism. He describes it as “mindful journalism”
or what Bhutanese communication scholar Dorji Wangchuck
calls “Middle Path Journalism” that draws inspiration from Asian
philosophy, especially Buddhism.

Under the headline, “Another World Is Possible”, the chapter
offers ideas to redefine and restructure journalism training to
focus more on people and community-centric journalism that
promotes community harmony rather than focus on conflict and
news of exception. A number of examples of such reporting from
the Asia-Pacific region are given.

Though it would take a lot of convincing — even for the Asian
media — to take a mindful communications path, the COVID-19
has drawn attention to focusing more on people-centric less
adversarial journalism.

This book is well researched and written without much aca-
demic jargon, and should be compulsory reading for journalism
students and practitioners. As Seneviratne says in his preface
“this book is critical of what we often call the ‘free media’, but
that does not mean I don’t believe in a free media”. He appeals
to readers to approach the book with a mindset of a “free think-
er” - where liberalism nor conservatism is the gospel truth.

(Kalinga Seneviratne is a former head of research at the
Asian Media Information and Communication Centre)

- IDN
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All permanent five would bene-
fit from a conversation on addi-
tional permanent seats as no
member of the Security Coun-
cil can gain any long-term eco-
nomic or political benefit
through a world in disarray.

he United Nations had
probably hoped for differ-
ent circumstances to cel-
ebrate their anniversary.
However, it so happens that UN 75
coincides with the world’s most
severe pandemic in a hundred years
as well as a far-reaching trade war.
Such global developments have
made the problems the UN Securi-
ty Council currently faces more
visible than ever before. Yet, identi-
fying and addressing the deep-root-
ed structural concerns of the Secu-
rity Council requires to trace its
historic purpose and carefully pon-
der risks related with prospective
decisions on future reforms.

With up to 85 million deaths in
World War II, the winning powers
agreed that another global war as
well as committed crimes against
humanity should never happen
again. To bring sustainable peace
and stability to the world, the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) were created as
heart of a new global security order.
In contrast to the former League of
Nations, the UN’s institutional
resilience was rooted in the United
States’ support to create a liberal
rules-based order which was essen-
tial in setting up the United
Nations. It seemed obvious that
other major powers would only
subscribe to the cause if their voic-
es were not overheard in the con-
tinuous buzz of 51 states: the new
Security Council had to recognise
their interests as well. In strong
contrast to the General Assembly’s
embodiment of One Country, One
Vote — the Security Council
became the UN’s body producing
rapid responses to international
insecurity.

For that reason, any of the now
fifteen UN Security Council mem-
bers were able to call for a prompt
and effective response to global
security concerns through passing
resolutions. As a reflection of its
era’s realpolitik, creators of the UN
Charter agreed on China, France,
Great Britain, the US, and the Sovi-
et Union as the carriers of never-
expiring membership in the most
significant body of global govern-
ance while the other ten members
were to be elected by the General
Assembly.

Common Cause, Common Sense:

How the UN Security Council
could regain trust and legitimacy

Since the system was set up in
1945, two important changes took
place: the Chinese Civil War which
led to a transfer of membership
from the Republic of China to the
People’s Republic of China and the
breakup of the Soviet Union provid-
ing the Russian Federation with
that permanent membership. While
the permanent five countries did
gain the right to veto, the elected
members kept the potential power
of building a majority. Hence, the
P5 and E10 can only accept resolu-
tions if they effectively cooperate.
In the post-World War II order, the
UN Security Council failed in pre-
venting conflict in general but facil-
itated new red lines great powers
respected.

Tectonic shifts and
institutional rigidity

Even though the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic has been unfolding
several structural deficits and inter-
nal lines of division within the
Security Council, some of these can
even be traced to the 1950s. Back
then, the Cold War forced the world
into alliances. Even states like
India, Egypt, and Yugoslavia, who
did not want to enter an alliance,
had to actively construct a platform
to be recognised as non-aligned.
For the systemic rivals of the Cold
War, mutual trust was a scarce
resource and cooperation remained
limited to key challenges of interna-
tional security.

Legal norms and principles facili-
tated mutual deterrence and expec-
tations. This has changed. With
China not being member of many
international treatise such as the
Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT) as
well as Russia and the United States
criticising and partially even dis-
carding weaponry control regimes,
the Security Council has lost its
ability to declare the dos and don’ts
of state behaviour. In line with the
rise of nationalist politics around
the world, the Security Council is
now increasingly viewed as a tool
for domestic preferences. The rise
of nationalism around the world is
paralleled by a decline of liberal
democratic values and a rise of
transactional politics is fueling
weaponised interdependence. This
is particularly visible in relatively
new policy areas as for example
cyber and space that have been and
remain mostly unregulated. Ques-
tioning the UN’s overall mission
and meaningfulness, the US Presi-
dent helps to simultaneously dele-
gitimise the Security Council.

Not only Donald Trump, but all
state leaders currently need to reas-
sess their position in a world that is
now exiting the post-Cold War era.

1T
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THE DILEMMATHE UN FACES BECOMES MORE VISIBLE WHEN TAKING A BROADER LOOK
ATTHE UNITED NATIONS: WITH THE SECURITISATION OF HUMAN SUFFERING, FINDING
A JOINT RESPONSE TO COVID-19 OR THE CONFLICT IN SYRIA HAS BECOME IMPOSSI-

BLE. SIMILARLY, ITTOOK MICHELLE BACHELET, THE UN UNDERSECRETARY FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS, ALMOST ONE MONTH TO ISSUE A STATEMENT ON THE INJUSTICES CURRENTLY
TAKING PLACE IN BELARUS.

In the past thirty years, Francis
Fukuyama’s promise of the end of
history perpetually resonated in the
ears of many western government
officials, as their political leaders
felt the moment for stronger global
governance and realisation of
human rights had finally come.
With the Security Council’s 1990
decision to sanction Iraq for invad-
ing Kuwait, the body foreshadowed
its more humanitarian approach
which it wanted to implement from
now on. Witnessing the UN’s inca-
pacity to find a coordinated
response towards genocides in
Rwanda and Serbia, new norms
such as the Responsibility to Pro-
tect (R2P) were created. The new
policy was a success in the eyes of
everyone who desired the interna-
tional community to be a global

watchdog for human rights viola-
tions. Others viewed it as overstep-
ping the Security Council’s compe-
tences. This became visible when
China declared its opposition to
make climate change a part of the
Security Council’s portfolio. Even if
the matter involved a security
dimension, efforts to shaping a
more holistic idea of security came
to a pause.

Countries like China argued
there would be specific committees
to deal with such topics. Yet, the
dilemma the UN faces becomes
more visible when taking a broader
look at the United Nations: with the
securitisation of human suffering,
finding a joint response to COVID-
19 or the conflict in Syria has
become impossible. Similarly, it
took Michelle Bachelet, the UN

Undersecretary for Human Rights,
almost one month to issue a state-
ment on the injustices currently
taking place in Belarus. The failure
in addressing the most pressing
security concerns of today both in
the Security Council and the
Human Rights Sub-Committee sig-
nals unprecedented loss of ability of
our multilateral institutions. While
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development showcases that the
United Nations is able to rethink
content, its structural reform ideas
all fizzled out over time.

Responsibility to reform

The Security Council has not
successfully been involved in past
reforms. Yes, one could argue that
resolutions such as 2250 and 2419

A letter from Ambassador Sugiyama Akira

show the Security Council’s overall
new understanding of peace and
security in line with the agenda of
the United Nations. However, the
multiplication of resolutions since
the end of the Cold War did not
stipulate a new purpose but reveal
the Security Council’s new hybridi-
ty judging about global and local
issues. Finding common solutions
has not become easier.

Deadlocked conflicts such as the
mentioned war in Syria have
already put on display some of the
consequences a dysfunctional Secu-
rity Council might have. Carving
out a clearer division of labor
between UN institutions, the Secu-
rity Council must continue to
implement resolutions in-line with
the overall UN agenda, but also
needs a stronger mandate for its
core responsibilities. One way to
allow for such developments would
be the installation of an automatic
referral process within the United
Nations that would pick up on
vetoed resolutions and be able to
bring those back into the legal pro-
cess.

Against common belief, all per-
manent five would benefit from a
conversation on additional perma-
nent seats as no member of the
Security Council can gain any long-
term economic or political benefit
through a world in disarray. By
involving strong new permanent
voices from Latin America and
Asia in the Security Council, the
body would increase representa-
tion and effectively counteract the
perception of a bipolar world. As
China and Russia have perceived
themselves as being above interna-
tional law in recent years, these
very actions would face much
stronger and global condemnation
resulting in much higher costs.
Russia’s behaviour on the Crimean
Peninsula as well as China’s Hong
Kong policy have undermined the
Security Council’s authority to con-
demn breaches of international
law.

Overcoming the challenges, the
Security Council currently faces,
requires overcoming the trend of
transactional politics. The sugges-
tions outlined here can only suc-
ceed within a larger reform agenda
and if nations reject transactional-
ism. Its reform must be understood
as long-term investment into the
security of international politics
and the Security Council must be
seen within its wider institutional
framework. Only then, the Security
Council will remain recognised as
indispensable and trusted as legiti-
mate guardian of international
peace and security for the next 75
years.

- orfonline.org

Sri Lanka and Japan:
The Distant Neighbours

Heartfelt greetings!

I am most grateful to have gained this

valuable opportunity to reach out to the
respectable readers and bring closer to their

Ambassador Sugiyama Akira

attention our latest news and activities
between Sri Lanka and Japan. In this first
column, I would like to begin by introduc-
ing our renewed partnership of solidarity in
the combat against COVID-19.

But first and foremost, I would like to
restate my firm commitment to further
reinforce our friendly relationship under
H.E. Mr. SUGA Yoshihide, Japan’s new
Prime Minister elected on September 16,
while working closely with the new leader-
ships of the Government of Sri Lanka. It
gives me great pleasure to express my
heartfelt appreciation to Hon. Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa for tweeting the
most encouraging message upon the elec-
tion of Prime Minister SUGA, with warm
congratulations and the strong willingness
to enhance our already existing ties.

In fact, the cordial relationship that Sri
Lanka and Japan enjoy today is “time-hon-
oured” where the ties have grown from
strength to strength by having stood the
test of time. The mutual sympathy is natu-
rally embedded in our relationship, as most
befittingly termed by Professor W. D. Lak-
shman, the Governor of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka, as “the distant neighbours”. The
gulf of distance is insignificant in our con-
text, as two island nations, located almost
at the opposite ends of the Asian region,
have long cultivated common values and
virtues, blessed by the monsoon wind which
was instrumental in connecting the two
peoples over many centuries.

-

The global pandemic of COVID-19, for
Sri Lanka and Japan, is another challenge to
which the two countries are bound to rise to
the occasion. In the spirit of solidarity and
unity, Japan has provided multipronged
assistance to support the commendable and
successful efforts by the People and the
Government of Sri Lanka to curb the spread
of the novel corona virus.

Such assistance stretches over wide-rang-
ing areas, including essential support for
children and expectant women, welfare of

Ambassador Sugiyama Akira with Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa

repatriated Sri Lankan nationals, awareness
campaign on matters related to health and
sanitation, along with strengthening quar-
antine facilities as well as providing medical
equipment and technical assistance to
healthcare staff who are engaged in the
combat in the frontline.

Various supports also showcase the token
of Japan’s deep appreciation in return for
the strong solidarity expressed by Sri Lan-
kan friends during the pall of our darkness
- the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsu-

Signing ceremony for Grant Aid for “Economic and Social Development Programme” (Medical

equipment - July 8, 2020)

nami of 2011- for one. The assistance of
canned fish recently distributed through the
World Food Programme (WFP) to the
school children is sourced from the areas
supported by our friends in the aftermath of
the catastrophe, while reflecting ever-last-
ing thankfulness to the sympathy and kind-
ness expressed by the People and the Gov-

ernment of this beautiful country in time of
need.

Truly, an often-quoted phrase -“A friend
in need is a friend indeed”-never loses its
luster in our relationship. In my next col-
umn, to be contributed in October, I would
like to portray the origin from which our
special bond of friendship stems from.
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RAJA WAIDYASEKERA, Tissamaharama Special Corr.

alle is a heritage city in down South with

reputed schools such as St. Aloysius’ Col-
d lege, Mahinda College, Sacred Heart Con-
] vent, Sanghamitta Balika Vidyalaya, Rich-

mond College, Rippon College and South-
lands College, a fully-fledged fisheries harbour and
many star class hotels.
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Katuwana Fort is the first-ever inland fort in
the country. The Katuwana fortress is situated
on a hill in the heart of Katuwana. This is the
only fortress situated in a village, about 20
miles away from the coastal belt of Hambanto-
ta. This fortress was built by the Dutch for secu-
rity and trade purposes. The Dutch purchased
export-oriented spices and other commodities
produced in the area at this fort.

Uruboku Oya can be seen flowing from north
to south about 100 meters away from the for-
tress. Near the fortress is a house built accord-
ing to local architecture where a Disawa of

sawa had removed the door made out of stone
that was at the entrance to the fortress and
fixed it at his Maduwanwela Walawwa.

Matara stayed during his visits to the area. The
whole fortress was built to mount 12 cannons.
The fortress has only one gateway. Over the
gate, there is a magazine which is a tall build-
ing.

According to chronicles, the fortress which is
five meters tall has a walkway of five—four
meters wide.

The Katuwana Fortress was used as a centre
for the purchase of spices and consumer items.
Longstanding giant trees surround the Katu-

There is a well inside the fortress. The villag-
ers believe that thisis nota well, butan entrance
to a tunnel to reach Warapitiya from the for-
tress. According to chronicles, the Dutch have
directed a branch of the Nilwala River in Matara
to Uruboku Oya with the intention of nurturing
the land that comes under the purview of the
Katwana Fortress.

It was renovated to retain its pristine glory on
two occasions. It was renovated by the former
Cultural Affairs Minister Mahinda Yapa Abey-

GALLE FORT

The Galle Fort which is declared as a
World Heritage Site by the UNESCO is an
ancient monument. The Galle bus stand
and the railway station are also situated
near the Fort.

The construction of the Galle Fort was
inaugurated in 1588, according to
chronicles written by a Portuguese
known as Dom Jeronimo de Azevedo
with the assistance of a local mudliyar
called Samarakoon.

The Galle Fort is situated opposite the
Galle International Stadium, Butterfly
Bridge and the Park, and the Galle bus
stand. It also borders the sea. Some peo-
ple, including schoolchildren, use this
fortress as an arena to watch cricket

The Star Fortress in Matara is situated
facing the Matara General Hospital. It is
also known as the Tharaka Kotuwa due
to its star shape. In 1762, the Dutch cap-
tured the Matara Star Fort which was
developed later in 1763. The Dutch Gov-
ernor at that time was Redoute Van Eck.
Construction work of the fortress was
entrusted to a local Muladeni known as
Orukem Muhandiram. The Star Fort was
a residence for the Dutch Army. Now it is

MATARA STAR FORTRESS
&

matches played at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium.

During the rule of King Rajasinghe |,
the Portuguese commenced the con-
struction of Galle Fort. After the Fort was
captured by the Dutch, Governor Adri-
aan Vander Meidan drew plans for the
development of the Galle Fort.

Security posts, including the main
security unit, were opened in the Galle
Fort in 1667. By the last quarter of the
17th century, the Dutch were able to fin-
ish the construction of the Galle Fort.
Stones for the construction of the for-
tress were obtained by blasting a huge
rock that was within the Galle Fort.

The clock tower within the fortress
was constructed in 1883. A plan was

E T " Il - A, F YR

a centre of attraction for locals and tour-
ists from various destinations around
the globe.

The archaeological museum at the
Star Fortress is of great significance.
There is a skeleton of a person, a resident
of Miniethiliya in Hungama. This skele-
ton has been excavated by the Archaeol-
ogy Department. The Star Fort was taken
over by the Archaeology Department in
1980.

forwarded to develop the fortress fur-
ther due to the reason that the Dutch
Fort was a target of enemies. But they
were unable to develop the Galle Fort
since it was captured by the British in
1896. During the Portuguese era, stones
that were taken from the sea area were
used to construct the fortress.

The Galle Fort is a World Heritage site,
a legacy and an asset to the residents of
Galle. It gives Sri Lanka a recognition on
the world map. Its proud barricade walls
stand against the sea. The Clock Tower-
located within the Galle Fort was built in
the late 19th century in honour of Dr.
Peter Daniel Anthonisz, a Colonial Sur-
geon born in Galle who cared for the
people of the Southern Province.

wana Fortress. It is said that Maduwanwela Dis-

£
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wardena and former Minister Ananda Kularatna.

RAJA WAIDYASEKERA

Tissamaharama Special Corr.

uring the demarcation of the

Southern Province in 1893, Mata-

ra was identified as a key district.

Matara town continues to serve as
a main city with a history of 600 years.

Among the places of religious value in the
Matara town are the Bo tree and the Shrine of
Our Lady of Matara. The Sacred Bo tree is in
the heart of the town just opposite the Uyan-
watta Stadium.

This Sacred tree was made famous by Kali-
dasa, one of the greatest Sanskrit poets of
India, and his friend Kumaradasa. This Bo
tree is venerated by Buddhists since it is one
of the seven Bo trees in Hath Bodhiya.

The Shrine of Our Lady of Matara was built
in 1908. Although Matara is predominantly a
Buddhist town, the annual church feast held
in September attracts crowds from all four
corners of the country, depicting religious
harmony. The statue is taken in procession
during the festival period and is believed to
possess miraculous powers.

The Mirissa Fisheries Harbour is one of the

busiest fisheries harbours that are situated
along the coastal belt of the country.

MIRISSA BAY

Mirissa is about 154 kilometres away from
Colombo. The golden sandy beach in Mirissa
is loved by both foreigners and local visitors.
It is the best place for whale and dolphin
watching activities, deep sea diving and snor-
kelling. These wonderful activities are super-
vised by experienced experts. Everyone
should gain this experience in Mirissa at least
once in his or her lifetime. Nowadays, activi-
ties are being conducted giving prominence
to COVID-19 health guidelines.

These activities such as whale watching
could be enjoyed onboard the Sri Lanka
Navy’s passenger craft “Princess of Lanka”. It
was launched on January 30, 2011. Visitors
have the opportunity to enjoy these facilities
while relaxing at star class hotels and regular
hotels.

Mirissa attracts crowds of all walks of life.
It is a tourist hotspot. During the holiday
seasons in November and April, it attracts

many visitors. There is no difference during
the off-season in May and October as well.

The boat owners who accompany tourists
and locals to watch dolphins said there is no
proper place for visitors to get onto the boats
and the smell emanating from heaps of gar-
bage scattered all over the area is unbearable.
They said this is their only income that keeps
their home fires burning. They also said they
have to spend at least two hours on one trip.
They said they do not receive any relief meas-
ure from the Mirissa Fisheries Harbour or the
authorities concerned. They said this profes-
sion also increases the foreign exchange flows
into the country. They said though the pre-
sent regime is engaged in developing the tour-
ism industry it has not focused on providing
relief measures and financial assistance to
them to develop their livelihood.

The dilapidated buildings on either side of the
main road tarnish the image maintained by the
Mirissa Bay as a tourist attraction. Some of the
buildings belong to the colonial era. There
should be at least one state-of-the-art shopping
complex though there is nothing. The main road
that runs through Mirissa is narrow with bends.
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Treatment system based
on Western and Ayurvedic
systems mooted - Pavithra

NADIRA GUNATILLEKE

Plans are a foot to establish
a new medical treatment sys-
tem in Sri Lanka which is
based on both Western and
Ayurvedic systems, Health
Minister Pavithra Wanniarach-
chi said.

According to Minister
Wanniarachchi, after introduc-
ing this new system, patients
can be treated using the Ayur-
vedic system once the basic
Western medical treatment is
completed. In the past, Sri
Lankans had a good knowl-

edge on Ayurvedic herbs etc.
but now they do not know
much about Ayurvedic herbs.

The Minister was speaking
at the launch of the ‘Suwa
Dharanee’ programme last
week.

The Suwa Dharanee Pro-

gramme is aimed at establish-
ing herbal gardens island wide
in order to supply various herbs
for Ayurvedic medical treat-
ment. At present, a variety of
herbs are imported from India
and some other countries.

It is expected to cut off of

the current expenditure by 10
percent on the importing of
herbs by next year (2021).
About 80 percent of herbs
imported to Sri Lanka at pre-
sent can be grown locally, thus
saving large sums of money
spent on herb imports.

Health Mmlster Pawthra Wanniarachchi watering a herbal plant while Indig-
enous Medicine Promotion, Rural and Ayurvedic Hospitals Development and
Community Health State Minister Sisira Jayakody and officials look on.

One dead,
three injured
in accident

SIVAM PACKIYANATHAN,

Batticaloa Special Correspondent

A 22-year-old Nagaraja
Sathees of Thirunavukarasu
Road, Siththandy died on
the spot and three others
were severely injured at
Mavadi Vembu when two
motorbikes collided with a
heavy vehicle carrying gas
cylinders along the Batti-
caloa-Trincomalee Road in
. the Eravur Police area yes-
| terday (21).

The three injured, S.Sub-
endran (32), Maheswaran
Thavaseelan (18) and
| Karunakaran Thanushan
(26) were admitted to the

Prosperous future for country S farmers Gamlath

The farming commumty has
received the maximum benefit
by the suspension and limiting
of the import of 16 non-essen-
tial goods by President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, says Mahawe-
li Zones Canals and Settle-
ment Infrastructure State Min-
ister Siripala Gamlath.

He said the main objectives
of President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa is to turn
the entire country into a work-
site.

The State Minister was par-
ticipating in a number of
mobile service organized to
settle the land disputes of the
Mahaweli settlers at Veheraga-
la, Mawanagala, Aselapura,
Sinhapura, Welikanda, Sen-

Mahaweli Zones Canals and Settlement Infrastructure State Minister Siripala Gamlath participating
in a mobile service for Mahaweli settlers.

R=¥ .
Picture by Sivam Packiyanathan,
Batticaloa Special Correspondent

Mavadivembu

tion.

the Eravur Police.

Hospital
and were later transferred
to the Batticaloa Teaching
Hospital in a serious condi-

A driver of the heavy vehi-
cle was also questioned by

apura, Aralaganwila, Ellewewa
and Dimbulagala in the
Mahaweli ‘C’ and ‘B’ Zones on
September 19.

The mobile services were
held at the Veheragala Mahaweli
Divisional Office, Manampitiya
Pratibha Hall and the Aralagan-
wila Cultural Center.

State Minister Siripala Gam-
lath said President Gotabaya

Rajapaksa’s goal is to settle the
Mahaweli land disputes and
assured the Mahaweli settlers
of their freehold land rights
soon.  Accordingly, the
Mahaweli Authority expects
to give freehold land rights to
100,000 Mahaweli settlers
within this year under the
guidance of President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, Prime Minis-

ter Mahinda Rajapaksa and
Irrigation Minister Chamal
Rajapaksa.

“A number of Mahaweli set-
tlers have faced numerous dif-
ficulties as their legal right for
a plot of land is not assured for
three decades. The Govern-
ment has drawn special atten-
tion to this issue. We would
ascertain why their grievances

have been dragging on for such
a long time and those responsi-
ble for the delay,” he said.
“The Mahaweli is a great
boon and major resource to
the country as it contributes to
the cultivation of the country’s
food production in a major
way. Therefore, the Mahaweli
Zones should be turned into
worksites under the Govern-

ment’s ‘Vision of Prosperity
and Splendour’ National Poli-
cy Statement and development
programme,” he added.

“Initially, the aim of this
mobile service is to settle the
land disputes and prepare the
environment to offer freehold
land rights to the settlers.
Accordingly, the Mahaweli
Authority expects to offer
more than 100,000 freehold
land deeds to the settlers with-
in this year,” State Minister
Gamlath said.

Former MP Jayasinghe
Bandara, Secretary of the
Mahaweli Zones Canals and
Settlement  Infrastructure
State Ministry W.B. Palugas-
wewa, Mahaweli Authority
Director General Sunil S
Perera, Additional Secretary
Mrs. P.K.S. Subodhini,
Mahaweli Land Director Asan-
tha Gunasekera, Human
Resources Director Asanka
Gunathilaka, Mahaweli Zonal
Resident Manager Noel Jaya-
siri, Residential Business Man-
ager of the Mahaweli ‘B’Zone
Sugath Weerasinghe and sev-
eral others participated.

Blood Donation Campaign

The 41st Annual Blood Dona-
tion Campaign organised by the
Royal College Red Cross Society
will be held on September 25 from

Fourteen Tamil political parties
write to President, PM

CHANDIMA KARUNARATNE

Fourteen Tamil political parties
have sent a letter to the President
and the Prime Minister requesting
his approval to commemorate the
Tamil people who died in the war.

The court last week banned an
event in Vavuniya to commemo-
rate the fast unto death campaign
launched by LTTE leader Thile-
epan

8.30 a.m. onwards at the National
Blood Center, Narahenpita.
Donate blood and save lives says
the World Health Organisation.

The organizers for the second
time sought permission from the
court to have this event in Vavuni-
ya. However, the Court refused to
grant permission.

The letter sent by 14 Tamil
Political parties said that com-
memorating the dead in the North
is a human right and that they
should be granted permission to
commemorate the war dead.

Rousing welcome for ‘Goodwill Walker’ in Akmeemana

MAHINDA P. LIYANAGE,
Galle Central Special Correspondent

Forty Five-year-old athlete S. Balaku-
mar from Galle who embarked on a
“Goodwill Walk” around the country in
42 days completing a distance of 1,500
kilometres complted his mission on
Saturday at the Pinnaduwa New Town
in Akmeemana, Galle.

He planned the laborious journey by
foot in appreciation of the dedicated
services of health staff, members of the
defense forces to motivate and thank
them for their commendable services
to control the spread of COVID-19 in
the country and to pray for the com-
plete eradication of the pandemic from
the country soon.

On his arrival after completing his
“walk,” he was accorded a reception at
Pinnaduwa by the business community
and people of Akmeemana led by Galle

District Parliamentarian Isuru Dodan-
goda and Akmeemana Pradeshiya
Sabha Chairman Sena Kalahewatta.

Balakumar started his walk at Deva-
ta in Galle on August 8.

Expressing his gratitude and pleas-
ure over the earnest welcome accorded
to him he said that in all regions
including North and East, he was wel-
comed by the people encouraging him
on his mission.

In my walk from Galle I passed
Matara, Hambantota, Thanamalwila,
Mahiyangana, Trincomalee, and Jaffna
to Vavuniya. As I reached Jaffna carry-
ing the national flag I was cordially
welcome by the people of Jaffna. In the
journey I could visit almost all places
of worship from Galle to Jaffna, he
said.

The reception to the “Goodwill
Walker” had been jointly organized

by Akmeemana Pradeshiya Sabha
and Akmeemana Chamber of Com-
merce.

Balakumara was awarded

with a special certificate of apprecia-
tion by Akmeemana Chamber of
Commerce.
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India loans

virus-hit
aldives $

THE MALDIVES: India on Sun- |
day announced a $250 million loan to
the Maldives to boost its coronavirus-
battered economy in a further bid to
counter China's growing financial
footprint in South Asia.

The Indian Ocean archipelago,
renowned for its luxury resorts, has
been badly hit by the pandemic, with
foreign tourists failing to flock back in
large numbers after international
flights restarted in mid-July.

India's High Commission in the
Maldives said the loan was being pro-
vided after a request by Maldives
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih for |
"financial assistance to overcome the
difficult economic situation."

"The Maldives is at liberty to use
the money in repairing the domestic
economic situation in line with its
own priorities," it said in a statement.

A sale of treasury bonds issued by
the Maldives government to State
Bank of India (SBI) will raise the
money, with ten years given for repay-
ment, the statement added.

The assistance follows a $500 mil-
lion pledge by New Delhi in August
to help build bridges and causeways
in the nation of 1,192 islands located
on major East-West shipping lanes.
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Taj Mahal reopens as COVID-19 cases soar

INDIA: The Taj Mahal reo-
pened to visitors on Monday in a
symbolic business-as-usual gesture
even as India looks set to overtake i
the US as the global leader in cor- r A
onavirus infections.

India, home to 1.3 billion people
and some of the world's most
crowded cities, has recorded more
than 5.4 million COVID-19 cases.
Around 100,000 new infections
and over 1,000 deaths are report-
ed daily.

But after a strict lockdown in
March that devastated the liveli-
hoods of tens of millions of people,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
reluctant to copy some other
nations and tighten the screw on
activity again. Instead in recent
months his government has eased
more and more restrictions includ-
ing on many train routes, domestic
flights, markets, restaurants - and
now, visiting the Taj Mahal.

Officials said strict social dis-
tancing rules were in place and
daily visitor numbers capped at
5,000 - a quarter the normal rate.
Tickets can only be bought online.

Many experts say that even
though India is testing more than
a million people per day, this is
still not enough and the true num-
ber of cases may be much higher

The Taj Mahal reopened to visitors on September 21 in a symbolic business-
as-usual gesture even as India and the rest of the world grapples with the
COVID-19 pandemic. - AFP

than officially reported. The same
goes for deaths, which currently
stand at more than 86,000. Mean-
while, the United States remains
the hardest-hit nation in the world,
with more than 6.8 million cases
and deaths approaching 200,000.
A million people in and around the
Spanish capital on Monday were
under new “stay-at-home” orders
to contain another COVID-19 cor-
onavirus surge.

The restrictions in Madrid will
last for two weeks starting Mon-
day, affecting people living mainly
in densely populated, low-income
neighbourhoods who will be

allowed only to travel for essential
reasons such as work, medical care
or taking children to school.

Global coronavirus infections
are rapidly approaching 31 mil-
lion, with more than 958,000
deaths.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
moved most of New Zealand to its
lowest virus alert setting on Mon-
day, saying the country was edging
towards eliminating COVID-19.

The Pacific nation has recorded
just 25 deaths in a population of
five million and has been widely
praised for its virus response.

- AFP

L

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a earlier meeting with Maldivian
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih in New Delhi.

The bond takes New Delhi's total
pledged financial assistance to the
Maldives to over $2 billion since
Solih came to power, according to
India's Foreign Ministry.

The country, which still has a night-
time curfew in place to combat the

virus, has recorded more than 9,600
infections and 33 deaths from COVID-
19. The Asian Development Bank
forecasts the Maldives' economy to
contract by 20.5 percent this year,
compared to growth of 5.9 percent
last year. - AFP

South Koreans defy virus to
attend drive-in arcus

SOUTH KOREA: A clown Juggled and acrobats
launched themselves through the air above a stage in
an open field in Seoul at the weekend as the audience
watched from the safety of their cars, cocooned from
the risk of coronavirus.

The annual circus -- usually held in May - was
pushed back twice this year because of the virus until
organisers turned it into a drive-in event.

"The performing arts are very important even dur-
ing a pandemic," said Cho Beong-hee, manager of the
Seoul Street Art Creation Centre.

"So we came up with different ideas in trying to
make this event happen and the drive-in option was
chosen as it was deemed the safest idea."

Each event allows 30 cars to park in front of the
stage, while the event is also streamed online for free.

The lack of interaction with the audience posed new
challenges for the performers.

"I had to re-imagine and re-think new ways to go
about my performance," said Lee Sung-hyung, a per-
former at the circus.

The crowd clapped and honked car horns as acro-
bats swung above the giant stage, hoisted by a crane.
In the audience, Yu Hye-jin said she was satisfied

with her seat.

"I think watching performances in cars is great," she

South Koreans watching a circus performance from their
cars, at an annual circus that had been turned into a
drive-in event in Seoul on Saturday. - AFP

said, adding, "I think it can be done in the future,
with other performances like musicals."- AFP

Woman accused of sending RICIN
letter to White House arrested

US: US authorities confirmed
an arrest of a woman Sunday over
an envelope addressed to President
Donald Trump that contained a
substance identified as the poison

made at the Peace Bridge in Buffa-
lo, New York," Customs and Bor-
der Protection supervisory officer
Aaron Bowker told AFP, referring
to the bridge that connects Canada
and the US state of New York.

US media reported Saturday that
authorities had intercepted an
envelope laced with ricin addressed
to Trump.

The letter was discovered earlier
last week and did not reach the

Ricin. The suspect was carrying a
gun when she was arrested by
authorities, according to US media
reports.

"I can confirm that an arrest was

Rescue workers carry a survivor from the rubble of a collapsed three-storey residential building
in Bhiwandi on Monday. - AFP

TEN DEAD in India building collapse

INDIA: Ten people were killed and
up to 25 were feared trapped after a
three-storey residential building col-
lapsed before dawn on Monday in
western India, officials said.

The accident in the city of Bhiwan-
di, which neighbours India's financial
capital Mumbai, occurred around
3:40 am on Monday, local authorities
said.

"Ten people have died, we have res-
cued 11 people alive," an official at

the Thane city authority, which over-
sees Bhiwandi, told AFP.

More than 40 emergency workers
had arrived at the scene, the official
said, including a team of 30 rescuers
from the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF).

NDREF Director General Satya
Narayan Pradhan tweeted that teams
armed with specialised equipment
and sniffer dogs were trying to rescue
some "20-25 feared trapped".

Images broadcast on the NDRF's
official Twitter page showed emer-
gency workers combing through con-
crete and brick rubble with electrical
wires hanging over their heads.

The cause of the accident was not
immediately clear, but building col-
lapses are common during India's
June-September monsoon, with old
and rickety structures buckling after
days of non-stop rain.

- AFP

Over 70 whales stranded

Mail addressed to the White House is first inspected and sorted in depots
just outside Washington. (INSET) The small canister which contained the

Ricin.

White House, according to The
New York Times and CNN. The
Times said it was believed that the
letter was mailed from Canada.

Mail addressed to the White
House is first inspected and sorted
in depots just outside Washington.

CNN said the contents of the
envelope were tested repeatedly at
one depot and confirmed to con-
tain ricin.

- AFP

Whales stranded on a sandbar in Macquarie Harbour on the rugged west coast of Tasmania on

Sunday. - AFP

AUSTRALIA: Over 70 whales are stranded in a bay on
the Australian island of Tasmania, officials said Monday, with
marine experts now mobilising to see if a rescue is possible.

The whales are in Macquarie Harbour, on the island's rug-
ged and sparsely populated west coast, where they are
believed to be stuck on a sandbar.

said.

prospect.

Police are on site and marine experts are being deployed to
assess the situation, Tasmania's environment department

"Additional crews with whale rescue gear will arrive later
today," the department said in a statement.
The creatures are believed to be pilot whales but the spe-

The latest stranding comes as a humpback whale that was
stuck in a tropical river in Australia's north finally returned
to the ocean after more than two weeks.

Public broadcaster ABC reported the creature, which spent

- 17 days in the crocodile-infested waters of Kakadu National
Park, has been spotted in open seas off Darwin.
Scientists had been weighing options for guiding the hump-
back to safety after it became the first known whale to travel
up the muddy river, but were relieved when it returned to sea

of its own accord.- AFP
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cies has not yet been confirmed. Tasmeania
Mass whale strandings occur relatively often in Tasmania, H'lﬂl'lll“.
but the large numbers involved present a daunting rescue Harbour
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US President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga discussed
a “free and open Indo-Pacific” region in a phone call.

Trump, Suga
discuss ‘free and
open Indo-Pacific’

US: US President Donald Trump
on Sunday spoke to Japan’s new
prime minister, Yoshihide Suga, to
congratulate him on taking office
and to discuss a “free and open Indo-
Pacific” region, which is increasingly
dominated by China.

Beijing’s expanding military pres-
ence in the region has worried sev-
eral of its neighbors, and Washing-
ton has vowed to stand up against
its territorial claims.

China is locked in disputes with
neighbors including Japan and Viet-
nam over islands in the resource rich
South China Sea.

“The two leaders discussed the
importance of pursuing our shared
vision of a free and open Indo-Pacif-
ic, continuing to strengthen the
United States-Japan Alliance, and
working together to strengthen the
global economy,” the White House
said in a statement.

After the phone conversation Suga
told reporters that he informed
Trump that the alliance with Wash-
ington is the “cornerstone of peace
and stability in the region,” Japan’s
Kyodo News reported.

In their 25-minute call, Trump and
Suga also talked about the situation
in North Korea. The Japanese leader
asked for US support to push for the
return of Japanese nationals kid-
napped by the North Koreans in the
1970s and 1980s, Kyodo reported.

The two leaders also discussed the
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic, and agreed to cooperate on
developing and distributing a vac-

cine and treatment for the deadly
virus, an unnamed Japanese official
told Kyodo.

Suga earlier spoke by phone with
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, which Kyodo said is the
first head of government he spoke to
since his inauguration.

Japan’s parliament elected Suga,
71, as the country’s first new leader
in nearly eight years on Wednesday.

He said he would seek continued
strong ties with Washington and
stable relations with China and Rus-
sia.

Japan is caught in the tensions
between the United States and
China, its two biggest trading part-
ners.

Suga will face a growing trend
towards protectionism -- something
Japan has bucked with the enthusi-
astic embrace of international trade
pacts.

The newly elected prime minister
has pledged to continue the work of
former leader Shinzo Abe, whose
signature “Abenomics” program
involved vast government spending
and monetary easing, and attempts
to cut red tape.

Abe made building a close per-
sonal relationship with Trump a cor-
nerstone of protecting the alliance
with Washington.

In 2016, he flew to New York to
chat with the then president-elect,
becoming the first foreign leader to
meet Trump at his Manhattan sky-
scraper. The pair regularly golfed
together. - AFP

Iran says US ‘isolated’ as
world powers dismiss sanctions

IRAN: Iran said Sunday its arch-
foe the United States was “isolated”
after a US unilateral declaration
that UN sanctions are back in force
against the Islamic republic was
dismissed by other major powers.

The Trump administration said
the so-called “snapback” of the
sanctions was in effect and threat-
ened to “impose consequences” on
any UN member state that fails to
comply.

“The United States is very, very
isolated in its claims,” Iran’s For-
eign Ministry Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said. “The whole
world is saying nothing has
changed.”

The sanctions in question were

lifted in 2015 when Iran and six
world powers - Britain, China,
France, Germany, Russia and the
US - reached a landmark nuclear
deal known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action.

But US President Donald Trump
withdrew from the JCPOA in 2018,
saying the deal - negotiated by his
predecessor Barack Obama -- was
insufficient. He also renewed and
even strengthened Washington’s
own sanctions.

The US insists it is still a partici-
pant in the agreement that it
stormed out of, but only so it can
activate the snapback option, which
it announced on August 20.

Virtually every other Security

Council member disputes Washing-
ton’s ability to execute this legal
pirouette, and the UN body has not
taken the measure any further. On
Sunday, two permanent council
members - France and Britain -
issued a joint statement along with
non-permanent member Germany
saying the US’s “purported notifica-
tion” was “incapable of having any
legal effect”. Russia also said the US
lacked legal authority.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo announced Washington’s
latest move in a statement.

“Today, the United States wel-
comes the return of virtually all
previously terminated UN sanc-
tions on the Islamic Republic of

Tensions
between the
United States

and Iran

Iran,” he said. Pompeo promised
measures would be announced in
the coming days against “violators”
of the sanctions to ensure that “Iran
does not reap the benefits of UN-
prohibited activity”. Iran issued a
stark warning if the US follows
through with the measures.

It added that Washington, by
leaving the nuclear deal, has “explic-
itly denied itself of any rights” to
use the mechanisms in agreement
and UN Resolution 2231, which
enshrined the nuclear accord.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif accused US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo of not
having read UN resolutions or the
nuclear deal. - AFP
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World’s richest 1%
cause double CO2 emissions

of poorest 50% - Study

An Art Professor from the Silpakorn University in Thailand makes a stencil over an
empty space in Bangkok on September 21, 2020, where a commemorative plaque had
been placed by pro-democracy protest leaders on Sunday. - AFP

Thai protesters’ “People’s Plague” removed

THAILAND: A plaque installed by
activists in Bangkok declaring Thailand
“belongs to the people” had been removed
Monday, after a weekend show of force
by protesters calling for the royal family
to stay out of the kingdom’s politics.

Thailand has seen near-daily protests
for the past two months led by students
demanding the resignation of Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-O-Cha, a former Army
Chief who masterminded a 2014 coup.

Some 30,000 demonstrators rallied
Saturday close to Bangkok’s Grand Pal-

transitioned the kingdom into a constitu-
tional monarchy. - AFP

FRANCE: The richest
one percent of people are
responsible for more than
twice as much carbon pollu-
tion as the poorest half of
the world’s population - 3.1
billion people - new
research showed Monday.

Despite a sharp decrease
in carbon emissions due to
the pandemic, the world
remains on pace to warm
several degrees this centu-
ry, threatening poor and
developing nations with the
full gamut of natural disas-
ters and displacements.

An analysis led by Oxfam
showed that between 1990
and 2015, when annual
emissions ballooned 60 per-
cent, that rich nations were
responsible for depleting
nearly a third of Earth’s car-
bon budget.

The carbon budget is the
limit of cumulative green-
house gas emissions man-
kind may produce before
rendering catastrophic tem-
perature rises unavoidable.

Just 63 million people -
the “one percent” -- took up
nine percent of the carbon
budget since 1990, research
conducted for Oxfam by the
Stockholm Environment
Institute found.

The 2015 Paris climate
deal commits nations to
limit global temperature
rise to “well below” two
degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels.

But emissions have con-
tinued to rise since then,
and several analyses have
warned that without a thor-
oughly re-tooled global
economy prioritising green
growth, the pollutions sav-
ings due to Covid-19 will
have an insignificant miti-
gating impact on climate
change.

With just 1C of warming
so far, Earth is already bat-
tling more frequent and
intense wildfires, droughts
and super storms rendered
more powerful by rising
seas. - AFP
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Relics from World War I, including grenades and an artillery shell, on display at

Barana Village on the outskirts of Honiara in the Solomon Islands. Two bomb disposal
experts from Britain and Australia died in the Solomon Islands when World War I
ordnance they were helping to clear exploded on Sunday. - AFP

Two killed clearing WWII bomb in Solomons

SOLOMON ISLANDS: Two bomb disposal experts from Britain and Australia
died in the Solomon Islands when World War II ordnance they were helping to clear

exploded, officials said Monday.

Police said the pair - who worked for the
charity Norwegian People’s Aid -- were stor-
ing munitions without permission in a resi-
dential area of the capital Honiara when the

blast occurred on Sunday afternoon.

Norwegian People’s Aid named the pair as
Briton Stephen “Luke” Atkinson and Austral-
ian Trent Lee, who were helping collate a
database of unexploded ordnance in the Solo-
mons, which was a major Pacific battleground

in WWIL

Police inspector Clifford Tunuki said the
explosion took place at the charity’s office
and it appeared unauthorised work was being
carried out on unexploded ordnance (UXO)
in a residential area.

“We do not know what exactly happened
that led to the bomb blast but preliminary
investigations indicate they had several items
of UXO at the residence and they may have
been conducting some UXO work,” he said.

Tunuki said police were unaware the muni-
tions were being stored in the area and, had
they known, would have insisted they be
taken to a proper bomb disposal facility.

He said they had now been removed and
assured residents the surrounding suburb was
now safe.

Norwegian People’s Aid said its activities
in the Solomons had been temporarily sus-
pended while the cause of the “devastating”
blast was examined.

“The investigation needs to be completed
before there can be a conclusion on the cause
of events,” it said in a statement. - AFP

ace - where organisers took a stronger
line on monarchical reform - before
installing a commemorative “People’s
Plaque” the morning after. But by Mon-
day the plaque had vanished.

“I heard it’s missing and we’re investi-
gating the case,” Bangkok’s deputy police
chief Piya Tawichai told AFP. AFP jour-
nalists confirmed the removal.

The commemorative “People’s Plaque,”
placed in historic Sanam Luang field, had
read: “The people have expressed the
intention that this country belongs to the
people, and not the king.” At its installa-
tion during Saturday’s protest, promi-
nent activist Parit Chiwarak shouted
“Down with feudalism, long live the peo-
ple,” as the crowd cheered.

The newly installed medallion refer-
enced the original brass one embedded
for decades in the grounds of Bangkok’s
Royal Plaza.

It commemorated the end of royal
absolutism in 1932 after a revolution that
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'WATCHMEN’ wins big
at ‘VIRTUAL Emmys

US: "Watchmen," a dark super-
hero series that tackles US racism,
triumphed at the Emmys on Sunday
as the stars beamed in live to an
empty Los Angeles theater for Hol-
lywood's first major COVID-era
awards show.

Fellow HBO show "Succession" -
the saga of a powerful, backstabbing
family -- won big in the prestigious
drama categories, while offbeat
Canadian hit "Schitt's Creek" per-
formed a clean sweep of the night's
comedy prizes.

With four victories in major cate-
gories, "Watchmen" ended up with a
total of 11 Emmys - television's
equivalent of the Oscars. Its creators
dedicated their win for best limited
series to African-American victims
of the 1921 Tulsa massacre. A
timely blend of sociopathic superhe-

Drama SeTies

Bctross, comedy

roes and political satire based on a
seminal 1980s graphic novel,
"Watchmen" won rave reviews from
critics and audiences alike.

The series, which debuted last
year, depicts white supremacists,
police brutality and rows over mask-
wearing - all subjects of intensely
polarized national debate as the
United States gears up for Novem-
ber's Presidential election. "'Watch-
men' was a story about trauma, and
the lasting scars of white domestic
terrorism, police corruption and
brutality," said supporting actor
winner Yahya Abdul-Mateen II.

Its 11 wins left it two short of the
all-time record of 13 held by historic
mini-series "John Adams."

Nominees and winners for the
72nd Emmys beamed in remotely
from their homes and socially dis-

tanced gatherings via video call, as
Los Angeles is still under tough
coronavirus-related restrictions.

The creator of "Succession" - a
dark portrait of a Murdoch-esque
family's wrangling for control of a
dynastic media empire -- sounded
one of several political notes by "un-
thanking" world leaders for their
handling of the pandemic.

The show also won for best drama
writing and directing, while star
Jeremy Strong bagged best actor
honours.

Former Disney child star Zendaya
pulled off a surprise, youngest-ever
win for best drama actress with
bleak, hard-hitting "Euphoria," in
which high school students struggle
with sex, drugs and crime -- in
explicit detail.

- AFP
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Surfboard drifts from Hawaii to Philippines

THE PHILIPPINES:
When big wave surfer
Doug Falter lost his board
in a wipeout in Hawaii,
his best hope was for a
local fisherman to pick it
up. He never imagined it
would be found more than
8,000 kilometres (5,000
miles) away in the south-
ern Philippines.

More than two years
after watching his pale
blue custom-shaped board
disappear in the huge
swell of Waimea Bay, Fal-
ter was alerted via social
media that it had been
found near the remote
island of Sarangani.

And the new owner -
local primary school
teacher and aspiring surf-
er Giovanne Branzuela -
was happy to give it back
to him.

"When I saw the picture
of it, I couldn't believe it, I
thought it was a joke
almost," Falter, 35, told
AFP via Zoom.

N

This combination image of two handout photographs
show, at left, a picture taken by Brent Bielman on Octo-
ber 18, 2015 of surfer Doug Falter posing with his surf-
board in Hawaii, and at right, an undated picture taken in
2020 courtesy of Giovanne Branzuela showing Branzuela
posing with the same surfboard on Sarangani island in

the Philippines. - AFP

"I was certain that the
board would never be
found again."

Branzuela, who bought
the badly weathered surf-
board from his neighbour
a couple of months ago for
2,000 pesos ($40), said
fishermen had found it

floating in the sea in
August 2018 - six months
after Falter lost sight of it.

They thought it may
have fallen off a passing
yacht and sold it to Bran-
zuela's neighbour for a
few dollars.

Despite months drifting

across the Pacific Ocean,
the name of the board's
shaper, Hawaii-based Lyle
Carlson, was still visible
on the now-yellowish sur-
face.

Curious, Branzuela
looked him up on Face-
book and sent him a photo
of the board.

Carlson shared the pic-
ture on Instagram, tag-
ging Falter.

"It turned out it's a surf-
board from Hawaii. I
couldn't believe it myself,"
Branzuela, 38, told AFP
via telephone.

"It's been my dream to
learn to surf and ride the
big waves here," he added.

"For now I can use his
surfboard. I told him I will
take good care of it."

The pair have been
chatting on Facebook and
Falter plans to visit the
small island to retrieve his
board after coronavirus
travel restrictions are lift-
ed. - AFP

Egypt discovers 14 ancient sarcophagi

EGYPT: Egypt’s
Antiquities Ministry
announced Sunday the
discovery of 14 sarcoph-
agi in the Saqqara
necropolis south of
Cairo that had lain bur-
ied for 2,500 years.

The coffins were
found two days ago dur-

ing an archaeological dig at the burial
spot where another 13 wooden sar-
cophagi had been discovered last
week, the ministry said in a state-

ment.

The vast Saqqgara necropolis is
located around 16 kilometres (10
miles) south of the famed Giza pyra-
mids. It is part of the ancient city of
Memphis, a UNESCO World Heritage
site, and hosts the colossal step Pyra-

mid of Djoser.

Photographs of the well-preserved
wooden coffins show ornate and intri-
cate paintings, with maroon and blue
lines, as well as hieroglyphic pictori-

als.
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- AFP

The ministry said more
excavations
planned, with the expec-
tation that another trove
of wooden coffins would
be found at the site.

In a video distributed
this month announcing
the discoveries, Tourism
and Antiquities Minister
Khaled al-Anani said the recent finds
at Saqqgara were “just the beginning”.

Egypt has sought to promote
archaeological discoveries across the
country in a bid to revive tourism,
which took a hit from restrictions on
travel due to the novel coronavirus

In July, authorities reopened the
Giza pyramids and other archaeologi-
cal sites to the public after a three-
month closure and waived tourist visa
fees to lure holidaymakers.

Egypt is also planning to unveil its
centrepiece project of the Grand Egyp-
tian Museum in the coming months.

had been

Secretary General of
Supreme Council of Antiquities
Mostafa Waziri inspecting one of
fourteen 2500 year-old coffins
discovered in a burial shaft at
the desert necropolis of Saqgqgara
south of the Egyptian capital

the

Cairo. - AFP
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EXPORTERS'

28th ANNUAL NCE EXPORT AWARDS 2020

“Celeliraling Cveelfence in N Lankan Sapails”

CALLING ALL DIRECT EXPORTERS, INDIRECT EXPORTERS, SME'S AND CONTIBUTORS TO THE EXPORT VALUE CHAIN

ENTRIES FOR THE 28TH NCE EXPORT AWARDS ARE NOW OPEN

EXPORT PRODUCTS AND SERVICES SECTORS

Textiles and Garments Sector
Tea & Tea Products Sector
Bubber & Rubber Products Sactor

Rubber Tires and Accessores Sector
Coconut & Coconut Products Sector
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Sri Lanka centre Hafi Abdeen played

Epic knock of
208 by Harsha

in seven cup winning club sides

ALTHAF NAWAZ

Isipathana College, Colombo has con-
tributed immensely in producing some
yesteryear sportsmen especially in the
field of Rugby Football, who have excelled
locally and at International level. Hafi
Abdeen is one of the legends who repre-
sented the school before he donned the
National jersey.

Growing up with a family of champion
boxers, Hafi thought one day he may turn
out to be a great boxer, but instead
turned to be a champion ruggerite. What
began as a fairytale, leading to a long
span of rugby history. He recalled his
memory of kicking a rugby ball in the
front yard where he was living. As young-
sters he used to play touch rugby with his
friends, before playing full contact rugby
which was more interesting and exciting.
They had a clan of friends who went to
watch the big rugby games, and to cheer
their favourite clubs and players. They
crept through fences or climbed any tree
to get a vantage point, to witness the
heroes and stalwarts of rugby like Nimal
Maralande, Maurice De Silva, Ago Paiva
to name a few. The following day they
emulated them in their mini games of
rugby.

His stepping stone into rugby was at
the age of a 15-year-old school boy with
Havelock’s juniors, coached by the
famous Maurice de Silva. Being the first
appearance, he didn't have a position in
mind, but started as a prop and then as a
flanker. However, with the guidance of
Maurice, he groomed into an inside three
quarter. He played his first game against
the CR and FC junior side, coached by
Summa Navaratnam, which they won
comfortably to end the tournament.

Hafi started playing College rugby in
1966 representing the second string
rugby as a fly half, before getting elevated
to the first XV team for a few games,
under the captaincy of Sunil Wickremas-
uriya. He continued to become a regular

Debahapuwa piloted Antonians to victory in 1968 Big Match

(UPANANDA JAYASUNDERA-

Hafi Abdeen

member of the side. He played under the
captaincy of Gunasena Wijeratne and
Savanghan brothers, before captaining
the school side in 1970 under the watch-
ful eyes of coach Frankie David, who
became the voice of Isipathana rugby
thereafter. Frankie was a champion play-
er during his time, playing for Havelocks
and then All Ceylon. He was a prominent
and respected figure in the rugby frater-
nity.

In 1970, Hafi captained the Colombo
schools side along with seven other
school mates. They defeated the outsta-
tion schools led by D.R. Weerasinghe a
Thomian. He then went onto lead the
combined schools side which included
few of his College guys. They went on to

beat a star studded Combined University
team for the first time, led by Sarath
Seneviratne.

Some of the great players who played
with him for school are Horace Perera,
the late Rezano Rajap, Thajone Savang-
han Sriyantha Rajakaruna and Upali Vid-
anage to name a few.

In 1971, he joined the CR and FC,
along with two other school mates the
late Faiz Ismail and Mahinda Jayawarde-
na. There he was privileged to be in the
company of some great players which he
used to idolize as a youngster like Mohan
Sahayam, the late Didacus de Almeida,
Sari de Sylva, Hadji Omar, Doctor Tony
de Sylva and a host of other great players.
The team was coached by Mahesh Rod-
rigo who took great care of him being a
youngster and groomed him to the ranks
of club rugby. In the same year he was
picked to represent the Presidents XV
against the famous London Welsh side,
led by John Dawes who also captained
the all conquering British Lions side
comprising some champion players like
JPR. Williams and the late Mervyn
Davies. The same year he went on to play
against the Paris Universities, Nchanga
RFC and the Australian Emus. In 1974,
he joined Havies for a long stint first,
under the captaincy of Desmond Har-
ridge followed by some stellar years of
rugby. In 1978, he retired from the game,
and joined CH and FC to play squash and
stay fit.

But the retirement from the game did
not last long, as Rodney Patternott who
was coaching the CH team saw him at
the club, and persuaded him to play
again, which he obliged and won the cup
after a long drought in 1982, under the
Captaincy of NH Karunasena, who was
his junior at College. He was associated
with some great players in that team
including Saman Jayasinghe, Sujantha
Kumar, Daya Ratnayake, and Haroon
Musafer to name a few. He would like to

show his sincere gratitude to Yu Cey
Chang, Kishin Butani, Faiz Hamdoon,
Bucky Wijegooneratne, Rizwan Moulana
and Reginald Bartholomeusz who were
at CH at that time.

In 1972, he was picked to play for Sri
Lanka in the Asiad in Hong Kong, cap-
tained by Yu Cey Chang, which consisted
of his school mates, half back Senarath
Kulatileke, who played for CH and FC
then. He was then chosen for the 1974
Asiad led by the dashing flanker Indrajit
Coomaraswamy and played as a regular
fly half in the National team after being
centre three quarter most of his club
rugby career. He also went on to repre-
sent Sri Lanka in the Cathay Pacific Sev-
ens tournament in Hong Kong.

Nevertheless, he enjoyed his rugby
wherever and whoever he played with, by
giving the maximum support. He said he
was proud to have played in seven Cup
winning sides, one with CR, four with
the Havelocks and two with CH and FC,
where he was playing a dual role as a
coach and a player in the 1980's.

In 1986, he played against an expatri-
ate rugby side from Australia called the
‘Melbourne Cavaliers’, put together by
Mario Misso, Beverly De Kauwe and
Jeremy D’ Silva and himself, was cap-
tained and coached by him. Some of the
highlights and great memories in his
early rugby days was playing against the
tough burly Mike Davies, when he was
yet a schoolboy

Playing against top players in the cali-
bre of Glen Vanlangenberg, Jeff and Dan
Ratnam brothers from Havelocks, John
Burrows and Lorenz Pereira of CH and
FC. He lives in Australia with his wife
Jennifer and son Doctor Hashim. Life
after rugby has been great, and he
thanked the Lord Almighty for the oppor-
tunities. He also wishes to thank all those
players who played with him and the
great friendships, he developed through
this great game

DILWIN MENDI_SI also he was associated in a
Moratuwa Sports Special Cor- L0004 395 run opening
respondent

A hurricane unbeaten
208 runs by Harsha
Weerasooriya helped St.
Anthonys College, Watta-
la to record a massive 356
run win in their inter
school under 15 limited
over match against Sanga-
mitta College, Gampaha
played at Wattala. This
tournament is organized
by Gampaha District
Cricket Association and it
is confined only to
Gampaha District Schools
and worked off on a league
basis and 30 teams are
participating.

Harsha hit 33 fours and
two sixes and occupied
the crease for 120 minutes
and faced 80 balls and

partnership with Shanel
Thimana who missed a
well deserved century by
one run.

Batting first Wattala
Antonians amassed 408
for 1 and in reply visitors
were bowled out for 52
runs with Chamod Sand-
eepa capturing 5 for 11
runs.

Wattala Antonians are
coached by Safraz Farook.

Chief Scores

St. Anthoneys College
—408/1 in 30 overs — Har-
sha Weerasooriya 208 n/o,
Shanel Thimana 99

Sangamitta College —
52 runs in 20 overs —
Chamod Sandeepa 5/11

Shanel Thimana on left and Harsha Weerasooriya on
right posed for a photograph just after the match at St.
Anthonys College Grounds, Wattala. (Picture by Dilwin Men-
dis Moratuwa Sports Special Correspondent)
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Sri Lanka

Kandy Sports Special Correspondent)

Gamini Debahapuwa , a versa-
tile cricketer and a knowledgea-
ble coach from Central Province
has produced many National
Level players and he is trying his
level best to train his students
whatever he has learnt about the
game from his alma mater,
St.Anthony’s College,Kandy and
Sri Lanka Air Force.

Gamini Debahapuwa started
his cricket career when he was
schooling at St.Anthony’s in the
year 1968 under Randy Simms
and he helped his School to beat
Trinity College,Kandy in their
‘Big Match’ after 14 years claim-
ing a Match Bag of 7 for 38 (6
for 21 & 1 for 17) He was
awarded the Best Bowlers as
well as Best Fielders prizes at
this Match. After leaving School
he was selected for the Central
Province Cricket team under the
captaincy of Sarath Wickre-
maratne and they played against

Gamini Debahapuwa

a Malaysian team and Gamini
scored 38. He improved his tal-
ent in Cricket when he joined Sri
Lanka Air Force in 1975 and at
the start of his career he was
selected for the Division two
matches and he played as a Mid-
dle Order batsman and scored 98
against Police and 78 against
Sebastianites. He shared the
new ball in bowling and he was
selected to the Division one Sara

Trophy Cricket tournament in
1977 and continued till 1989 and
during this period he scored 25
half centuries against all Div.
ision one Clubs in Sri Lanka. As
a Left arm dual purpose bowler
he claimed many wickets and the
best was claiming 4 wickets for
10 runs against Moratuwa Sports
Club. He represented Combined
Services team in the Robert
Senanayake Trophy tournament
and scored 56 versus Rest Team.
He was awarded Air Force Col-
ours and got Four re-awards
from time to time. Prior to
retirement Gamini Debahapuwa,
popularly known as ‘Deba’
among friends captained the
Division III and continued play-
ing cricket for over three dec-
ades since he started cricket
from the under 16 level at
St.Anthony’s .As a Level 2 Coach
he never hesitated to impart his
knowledge when he was training
the players. He started coaching
at Maris Stella College,Negambo

after following an Instructors
Course in Pakistan in 1985.
Among his Pupils were Labrooy
Brothers- Graham and Wendell,
Sriyantha Samaratunge, Marlon
Mallawarachchi, Shantha Fonse-
ka to name a few.

He coached the Under
13,15,17 and first XI teams at
Kingswood College,Kandy from
1997 to 2002 and coached his
alma mater, St.Anthonys’ in
2003 and 2004. Gamini Deba-
hapuwa got an opportunity to
coach Sri Lanka Air Force team
for six months and joined Dhar-
maraja College,Kandy and
coached the Under 13 team and
toured with the team to Banga-
lore, India and it was a fine
exposure for these young crick-
eters . He started his own Crick-
et Academy in the year 2011 and
it is called GD Cricket Academy
and it is situated at
Peradeniya,Kandy. He retired as
a Warrant Officer from the Sri
Lanka Air Force.
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Vidyarathana Sports
Club, Horana won the
Overall

Nagoda MV excel in volleyball

championship

cup for the Millaniya
Division at the Horana
Youth Sports Festival,
held at Sidurangala play-

ground, Welikala, recent-
ly.

The runner-up title
was won by Ekamuthu
Youth Club, Kothalawa-
la. Nine teams partici-
pated in the tournament.

H. L. SUNIL
SHANTHA
Kalutara Central Special
Corr.

Nagoda MV., Kaluta-
ra emerged under 18
boys volleyball Run-
ner-up at the Kalutara

@IU L ball

The Champion Vidyarathana Sports Club, Horana
volleyball team Text and Pix by Kalutara Central Special Corr.

H. L. Sunil Shantha

Zonal inter-school

under 18 Boys Volley-

championship,

- organized by the

Sports Unit of Kaluta-
ra Zonal Education
office prior to the
Covid-19 pandemic
outbreak. Nagoda MV
Volleyball teams, espe-
cially the boys under
18 teams is coached by
D. Dissanayake with
the support of the

The Nagoda MV under 18 volleyball team front row (From
Left) - Dinundu Shehan, Suchira Sandesh, Lahiru Heshan,
Malindu Nethmina
Back row (from left) — Tharusha Dasun, Kavya Navindu,
Dhananja Madumal, Ishan Sampath, Mrs. Susil Priyakan-
thi (PTI), D. Dissanayake (Volleyball coach), Anuka

School
Sender's Name

Address

Mobile No.
\_

1st Prize :
3 Prize :

Vote online now: vote.schoolcricketer.lk

One Sunday Observer coupon valid as three votes: Other papers one vote.

Win prizes in the weekly coupon draw:
Mobitel 4G Wi-Fi router
Rs. 1,500

The 42" Most Popular Schoolboy/girl Cricketer Contest is now on. Mail the completed coupon
to the SPORTS EDITOR, SUNDAY OBSERVER, LAKE HOUSE, COLOMBO 10.

2" Prize :
4* Prize :

Rs. 2,500
Rs. 1,000

Schools Sports teacher
Mrs. Priyakanthi.

Sankalpa, Irosh Lakshan, Akshan Chamod.
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Sri Lanka Rugby should help Kelani Valley Club to come back to the game

HAFIZ MARIKAR

Sri Lanka Rugby should
help the historic Kelani
ValleyClub to come back
to the game, housed at
Talduwa it has a history
going back to 1884. The
Kelani Valley (KV) at one
time was a top rugby play-
ing club. The KelaniValley
Club (KV Club) is one of
the oldest planter’s clubs .
The club was established
in 1885 by low-country
Kelani Valley Planters who
were mainly European set-
tlers with F. Duncan as its

first president. . They
played the first match
against Havelock SC . In
1950 the club was one of
the original eight clubs
which competed in the
Clifford Cup with Kandy
SC, Havelock SC, CH and
FC, CR and FC, Dimbula
A and CC, Dickoya MCC,
Kelani Valley (KV) and
Uva Gymkhana Club. The
final placing of the inaugu-
ral league tournament
read - 1. Havelock SC (P.7
- W.7 - D.0- L.0 - PE.100 -
PA.06 - Points 14), 2. CH

& FC (P.7-W.6-D.0-L.1
-PF. 123 - PA.11 Points
12), 3. CR and FC, 4. Dim-
bula A and CC, 5. Kandy
SC, 6. Uva Gymkhna Club,
7 Dickoya MCC and 8.
Kelani Valley KV. Although
the club never secured the
cup during its playing his-
tory it did produce top
players.

The club gradually grew
from a conventional meet-
ing place to be the centre
of fashionable social
life,relaxation, entertain-
ment and interaction

amongst the British Raj
and planters.

The Kelani Valley (KV)
Club house is a beautiful
colonial style structure
which blends perfectly
with the picturesque sur-
roundings of Talduwa.
Most of the rugby players
then were British planters.
It was in 1931 that the
saga of rugby Sevens was
started at Muthuduwa
grounds Ratnapura by a
Welshman named K.E.
Jenkins who was a ASP.
As the years went by many

of the local Planters joined
the KV Club and from the
1950’s the club had some
great players of the calibre
of Lionel Almeida, the Rul-
lacks (father and son),
Keith Paul, Haren Mathou,
Harold Schokman, Ranjith
Ellagoda, Ken Balendra,
Tyrell Muttiah, Ryan
Howie, Baila Samarasing-
he, Mahinda Ratwatte.
Kolitha Gunathilake,
Arjun Dharmadasa, Col.
Sunil Ranasinghe, Air
CommodoreR.A.Dayapala
and T.L. Jayawardane.

CONDITIONS:

Children of Lake House & Mobitel staff are not eligible to participate in the competition.

Each coupon must contain only one vote for one player and for one contest.
In all matters connected with the contest, the decision of the Sports Editor,
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Over 12,000 vie for honours at

National Youth

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA

The 32nd National Youth
Sports Festival will be held
next March and for the
first time it will be con-
ducted as a five day mega
event said president of the
National Youth Services
Council (NYSC) Theshara
Jayasinghe.

We are going to make a
new concept for this
National Youth Sports Fes-
tival and it will be a five
day event (earlier only
three days ) while this time
we are planning to give
more prize money for the
winners as well as increase
the facilities for the partici-

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA

pants added NYSC presi-
dent. So far all participants
get accommodation from
the schools and the three
day event extended to five
day with additional two
days for the special feature
activities for them and
they can really enjoy
through out the event with
this extra two days added
NYSC president.

The schedule events of
the first round at the 32nd
National Youth Sports Fes-
tival have already com-
menced but due to Covid
19 pandemic crisis final
stage of the sports festival
have been postponed to

=

1

NYSC President Theshara
Jayasinghe

next March. Earlier it was
planned to be held at Anu-
radhapura from 27th Feb-
ruary to 1st March 2020.

The NYSC president
also said athletics events
will be conducted at either
Sugathadasa Stadium or
Diyagama Mahinda Raja-
paksa Stadium. The ath-
letes come from rural
areas and we have to give
them necessary facilities
to run on artificial tracks
like in Colombo as this
festival is only second to
National sports Festival
conducted by the Sports
Ministry. This is a good
experience for the youth
athletes from rural areas
to reach higher levels.

The Sports Minister
Namal Rajapaksa has

Sports Festival

already given instruc-
tions to hold this Sports
Festival with a new con-
cept and he agreed to
increase prize money for
the winners and provide
facilities for both players
and officials. Over 12000
members representing
youth societies from all
over the

country will take part
in this mega event and
NYSC has already made
arrangements to conduct
Volleyball , Football, Kab-
badi, Netball and Rugby
both men and women to
give proper training for
the players.
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As the National Mobile
Service Provider, Mobitel
has come forward to spon-
sor the National Surf
Championship series 2020
as the Official Telecommu-
nication Partner. Organ-
ized by the Surfing Federa-
tion of Sri Lanka (SFSL),
the National Surfing
Championship is one of the
most anticipated events in
the sporting calendar.

The event is set to take
place in Arugambay from
September 27 to 29. The
surfing Championship is a
timely initiative by the
Ministry of Youth & Sports
and Ministry of Tourism.
The synergy between the
two ministries will not
only kick start the surfing
fraternity but will also help
revive the tourism sector
and rebuild the industry.

Mobitel is proud to come
onboard as the Official Tel-
ecommunications Partner,

powering the hopes of

e mail : sports.dailynews@lakehouse.lk www.dailynews.lk

Mobitel sponsors National Surf Cship

e

thousands of surfers locat-
ed both locally and global-
ly. The event will also coin-
cide with the World Tour-
ism Day which falls on
September 27 and more
than 70 surfers are expect-
ed to take part in this
event.

LPL will go on as scheduled from November 14

16

As the caring network,
Mobitel is committed to
building the sports sector
by empowering youth to
unlock their fullest poten-
tial and pave way for
equal opportunities irre-
spective of geographical
fragment.

Sri Lanka Cricket has organised
Lanka Premier League (LPL) Cricket
tournament which will be held from
November 14 to December 6.

The tournament Director of LPL
Ravin Wickramaratne who also the
Vice President of SLC said that they
have already made arrangements to
conduct this tournament which will
generate a major income for SLC as
well as develop cricket. "Actually we
couldn’t hold the domestic league
after 2012 and all the players and offi-
cials pointed out the importance of
the domestic league tournament that’s
why we planed to conduct this type of
tournament, said the tournament
Director.

After Covid 19 - epidemic, we
haven’t major international cricket

tournament in Sri Lanka, that’s why
SLC Exco Committee decided to con-
duct this tournament. In addition all
other countries are not playing cricket
due to covid 19 epidemic and this is
the best opportunity to get interna-
tional players for this type of league
tournament. SLC has sold the right of
hosting LPL to Dubai based company
IPG (Innovative Production Group)
according to the tender procedure for
five years and will have nearly two mil-
lion dollar income per year. Ten inter-
national companies came forward to
host this IPL finally IPG got this
chance with best benefits for the SLC.

"We had seven foreign cricket series
for this year and already six of them
were cancelled due to Covid 19. Sri
Lankan cricket fans are waiting to see
this exciting tournament, said the

LPL tournament direc-
tor.

He also said the
number of local icon
players increase in
LPL from five players
to six due to injury
concerns of Kusal
Janith Perera and
added Niroshan Dik-
wella. Lasith Malinga,
Angelo Matthews,
Thisara Perera and
Dasun Shanaka are the
other local icon players Each of them
get highest payment of 60, 000 dollars
each. The tournament will feature 23
games and

will be played across Sri Lanka’s day
night international stadiums Soori-
yawewa, Dambulla and Pallekele.

Top seeds Djokovic, Halep

Ravin Wickramaratne

NEW DELHI, SUNDAY: Australia's Mar-

These icon players
should bring to the teams
by franchisers. Chris
Gayle, Sahid Afridi,
Mushfiqar Rahim,
Tamim Igbal, Sahib- Ul
Hasan Dwayne Smith,
Jonny Bairstow and Luke
Wright also have named
icon player from the for-
eign players list added
LPL Director .

Actually we already for-
warded to the players list
as well as coaches list to IPG and play-
ers draft (this is not player auction like
other league tournaments) will be
held on 1st October through online
system. They can select the players
after considering the players list. The
five teams will be named after five cit-

ies of Colombo, Galle, Jaffna, Dam-
bulla and Kandy and each team will
have six foreign players. Team Galle
has already been sold to a Pakistani
franchise. But the other franchises are
requesting the final players list and we
hope to finalise it very soon, added
LPL Director. After finalize the teams
we hope to submit all team players
names for the consideration of ICC
anti-corruption unit. SLC also have
two anti — corruption officials and we
are going to appoint another three
officials to serve under these two main
officials for investigation matters and
they will be always with the teams to
monitor match fixing.

LPL tournament Director also
added we already discussed with
Health officials from last month and
their approval is needed to conduct

into Italian Open finals

ROME, SUNDAY: Top seeds Novak Djokovic
and Simona Halep both advanced to the
finals of the Italian Open on Sunday as
fans returned to the stands at the Foro
Italico for the first time.

World number one Djokovic beat Nor-
way's Casper Ruud 7-5, 6-3 and will play
Argentine Diego Schwartzman for his
fifth Rome title.

Top women's seed Simona Halep
reached a third final where she faces
defending champion Karolina Pliskova for
a trophy the Romanian narrowly missed
out on in 2017 and 2018. Djokovic had
been on a collision course for another
final showdown with Nadal a week before
the French Open at Roland Garros. But
Schwartzman eliminated the nine-time
Rome winner in the quarter-finals, and
booked his ticket to the final with a 6-4,
5-7, 7-6 (7/4) win over Canadian Denis
Shapovalov.

"Of course, you know, with Nadal in the
finals and without Nadal in the finals

Simona Halep

2015, with three lost finals in 2016, 2017
and 2019.

World number two Halep ousted Gar-
bine Muguruza 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 to meet sec-

cus Stoinis smashed a whirlwind
half-century as Delhi Capitals edged
out Kings XI Punjab in a super-over
thriller after the second match of
the Indian Premier League ended in
a tie on Sunday.

Stoinis proved his worth for
Delhi, who brought the all-rounder
in the December auction, with his
21-ball 53 to lift the side to 157
for eight after being put into bat
in Dubai.

Mayank  Agarwal nearly
trumped the batting blitz with his
89 off 60 balls as Punjab closed in
on their target but Stoinis claimed
two wickets on successive balls in
the final over to take the match

into a super over. "It's a weird
game, sometimes the luck goes
your way, but it's easy to become
the villain from the hero. So it's
important to enjoy the good
days," said Stoinis.

"It's nice that the IPL has got-
ten going again, and tonight has
been great entertainment."

Delhi's South African quick
Kagiso Rabada struck twice in
the super over to limit Punjab to
just two runs as the loss of two
wickets in the over ended the
team's one-over innings.

Earlier, Delhi were reeling at 87
for five after the departure of cap-
tain Shreyas Iyer when Stoinis
walked in to demolish the opposi-

Marcus Stoinis

tion bowling, getting 57 runs for
the batting side in the last 18 balls.

this tournament at this moment .Espe-
cially 14 days quarantine day period
for the players and officials and social
distance rule for the spectators.

We had a discussion with the Army
Commander Lt General Shavendra
Silva regarding this matter last week.
The Army Commander made some
suggestions to the forthcoming Bang-
ladesh series. We have already
informed all the foreign players of
LPL for 14 days quarantine period
and hope they will give a favourable
response to this suggestion.

Sport Minister Namal Rajpaksa
gave his blessings to conduct this LPL
successfully, said LPL Director. He
also pointed out that they have an idea
to conduct a T-10 tournament with
foreign players after this LPL from
December 10.

Stoinis stars in Delhi’s super over IPL win

f =

Stoinis punished England pace-
man Chris Jordan, who gave away
30 runs from the final over with the
Australian slamming a 20-ball half-
century before being run out on the
penultimate ball of the innings.

Indian paceman Mohammed
Shami returned figures of 3-15 from
his four overs for Punjab.

Punjab were struggling when
Delhi off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin took two wickets in his first
and only over before retiring hurt
with an injured shoulder.

The world's richest Twenty20
league is being played in the United
Arab Emirates after being shifted
out of India due to rising coronavi-
rus cases. AFP

IPL cricket team appeals over ‘short run’ error

makes a big difference," said Djokovic,

who has played five of his
against Nadal in Rome.
"So it's going to be strange

him, but at the same time, I won't under-
estimate anybody that steps on the court

against me tomorrow."
The Serb can win a record

ters title on Monday. He is currently tied

on 35 with Nadal.

nine finals

not facing
to in the final.

36th Mas-

ond seed Pliskova who eased past fellow
Czech Marketa Vondrousova 6-2, 6-4.
"Thank God I don't play (Elina) Svito-
lina, because I lost two times against her,"
joked Halep of the Ukrainian she twice fell

Wimbledon champion Halep held off a
fightback from her Spanish rival.

After pulling level at a set all, the ninth
seed slumped to 5-1 down in the third,

DUBAI, MONDAY: Kings XI
Punjab lodged a formal
complaint on Monday
over an umpiring error
which proved critical in
their narrow Indian Pre-
mier League loss to the
Delhi Capitals.

The second match of the

on Sunday before Punjab
lost out in a super over.
But in the 19th over of
Punjab’s chase, square-leg
umpire Nitin Menon had
signalled Chris Jordan for
a short run - not ground-
ing his bat inside the
crease when running
between the wickets.

dan’s bat was in the crease.
But nothing could be done
as the third umpire does
not have the authority to
overturn an on-field call,
unless it is referred for
review.

“We have appealed
against the decision which
could have been corrected

brought into play,” a sen-
ior Kings XI official told
AFP on condition of ano-
nymity.

“This one run could
prove costly at the busi-
ness end of the tourna-
ment when teams battle
for a play-off berth.”

case was India’s Javagal
Srinath. However, there is
no provision for overturn-
ing an on-field decision
after a match.

In the super over, South
African quick Kagiso
Rabada struck twice to
limit Punjab to two runs, a
total that Delhi overhauled

before pulling out a string of winners to

Of his four titles in Rome his last was in  jraw the match back to 4-5. AFP

world’s richest Twenty20

Appeals are made to the

tournament ended in a tie

TV replays showed Jor-

had

technology been

Pogacar crowned Tour de France champion as Bennett wins finale

PARIS, SUNDAY: Slovenian rook-
ie Tadej Pogacar won the Tour
de France on Sunday, riding
triumphantly into Paris in the
race leader's yellow jersey at
just 21 years old.

Pogacar became the Tour's
youngest champion since 1904
as Ireland's Sam Bennett won
the 21st and final stage after
the eight-lap dash around the
iconic Champs-Elysees to
clinch the green sprint points
jersey.

The champion mounted the
podium as the sun set behind
the Arc de Triomphe to pick
up the best climber's jersey,
the white top young rider's
prize and finally the Tour win-
ner's famous yellow jersey.

"I can't find the words to
thank everyone, but it's been
amazing this three weeks
where the fans cheered me all
the way," said Pogacar. Paris

Mayor Anne Hidalgo stood
alongside Slovenian President
Borut Pahor while Pogacar
unfurled his national flag and
draped it over his shoulders.

Long-time race leader Pri-
moz Roglic ended second
while Australia's Richie Porte
came third.

Pogacar's UAE Emirates
team pocketed 623,930 euros
($738,798) thanks to his vic-
tory.

Dressed in green, Bennett
lifted his bike aloft after the
race, which provided his sec-
ond stage win.

"It was so hard but it was all
worth it, I still can't believe
it," said the big sprinter after
edging seven-time winner
Peter Sagan to the green jer-
sey.

The Tour will forever be
remembered for a dramatic
last-gasp turnaround as Pogac-

ar grabbed the overall lead
when his rival Roglic suffered
a mountainside meltdown on
the penultimate day.

This storied edition of the
century-old race packed with
thrills and spills will be equally
recalled for outsprinting the
dark shadow of Covid-19.

Starting two months late
due to the global pandemic,
the race set off under strict
health guidelines in Nice with
doubts it would make it all the
way to Paris.

French President Emmanuel
Macron is credited with giving
the green light for a resched-
uled event heavy in virus pro-
tocols to go ahead.

But after 3,400km of intense
racing the 146 remaining rid-
ers embarked Sunday for a
parade of the winners until the
hotly-disputed sprint in Paris.

The race was a triumph of

organisation after receiving
belated clearance to stage the
event, although just 5,000 fans
lined Sunday's finish due to
the health protocol.

Dutch team Jumbo-Visma
dominated the 2020 race with
their yellow and black jerseys
always grouped at the head of
the race as they outpowered
everyone until the last and
crucial day.

Winners of the past five edi-
tions, Britain's Team Ineos
also had a Tour they may
regret. They put their faith in
defending champion Egan
Bernal, but in spite of spend-
ing a week in the white jersey,
he struggled to impose him-
self, lacking perhaps the wis-
dom and experience of Ger-
aint Thomas or Chris Froome.
He lost over seven minutes on
stage 15 and dropped out the
following day. AFP

rider

Team UAE Emirates
Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar wearing
the overall leader's yellow jersey
celebrates on the podium after
winning the 107th edition of the
Tour de France cycling race. AFP

match referee, who in this

in just three balls. AFP

Dickie Dunuwille (jnr)’s

funeral today

HAFIZ MARIKAR

'Dickie' Dunuwille jnr a former
well known cricket umpire makes
his last journey today, Tuesday.
His cremation will take place at
10.00 am at the Mahiyawa Gen-
eral Cemetery. He passed away on
Monday.

He promoted cricket umpiring
in the Central Province and was
one time the General Secretary of
the Association of Cricket
Umpires of Sri Lanka (ACUSL).
He made an official tour of Eng-
land in June 1999 where he had
discussions with the Umpires
Association of England on various
aspects of umpiring and to further
improve the standards.

He had his early education at

Printed and Published by The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., at No. 35, D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10, on Tuesday, September 22, 2020

St. Anthony's College and later at
Dharmaraja College. He is the
younger brother of late Dickie
Dunuwille Snr the fampus crick-
eter and Sunny Dunuwille.

Dickie Dunuwille Jnr. started
his umpiring with the Central
Province Cricket Umpires Associ-
ation and later with the Sri Lanka
Cricket Umpires Association
before the latter was amalgamated
with the ACUSL. He was also a
member of the Cricket Board's
Umpires' panel and officiated at
the prestigious Royal — Thomian
big match. He was a live wire of
the Old Boys Association of St.
Anthony’s College and was the
Chairman of the Cricket Ball
2002.
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August
inflation
at 6.2%

The Department of Census
and Statistics Issuing the
National Consumer Price Index
(NCPY), for the month of August
2020, said that headline inflation
as measured by the Year-on-Year
change (The percentage change
in the current month NCPI over
same month NCPI of last year)
based on the NCPI has been
compiled as 6.2%.

The headline inflation report-
ed for the month of July 2020
was 6.1%. Contributions to the
inflation rate of August 2020
from food group and non-food
group are 5.7% and 0.6% respec-
tively.

Whilst contributions of food
and non-food groups to the infla-
tion in August 2019 were 0.3%
and 3.1% respectively, resulting
in aheadlineinflation of 3.4%.
With respect to August 2019, the
reported increase in percentage
of food group was mainly due to
higher price levels prevailed in
this month of August 2020, par-
ticularly prices of coconuts, rice,
turmeric powder, coconut oil,

Local producers request govt to ban
motorbike, three-wheeler tyre imports

Motorbike and three-
wheeler tyre manufacturers
in Sri Lanka point out that
there is no shortage of
motorbike and three-wheel er
tyreslocally, and therefore
there is no need whatsoever
to import any. The compa-
nies further emphasize that
their factories have the
capacity to supply the
demand for tyres localy, and
that they are already supply-
ing products to the market,
thereby fulfilling local needs.
In the year 2019, Rs. 1,062
million worth motorbike and
three-wheeler tyres and tubes
have been imported to the

country. The country has
made Rs. 1,062 million in
foreign exchange savings by
producing all of these local-
ly.

The local tyre producers
iterate their support of the
current government’s drive
to prioritize local manufac-
ture by producing motorbike
and three-wheeler tyresin
Sri Lankato fulfill local
demand, and that they need
the continued support of the
government to develop the
production process.

Only afew types of tyres
of special sizes that are not
produced locally are import-

ed in small numbers and they
have less demand as they are
not used widely, the local
manufacturers stated.

They also emphasize that
they produce sufficient
amounts of tyresin high
demand in the local market,
without any shortfall. Local
motorbike and three-wheeler
tyre manufacturers say that
they are improving produc-
tion capacity and aim to
increase the amount of
exports from the present vol-
ume. They also believe that
they can create thousands of
new jobs through thisinitia-
tive. (MFJ)

———

————
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Rate of Interest
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BOI signs USD 29.32 mn
agreement with John Keells
Hotels and Indra Traders

Cinnamon Red Colombo. With the
addition of this new property in the
hill capital, Cinnamon Red Kandy
will become the first and only Leed
Gold certified hotel in Kandy.

The investment augurs confi-
dence in the destination, looking
beyond the current crisis, given the
significance that the sector playsin
the country’s economy. It is also
aligned to the Government’s overall
vision of generating revenue of

sugar and fresh fish.
Comparing the month-on- §
month changes, NCPI in August i
2020 has increased to 137.8 ]
from 137.3 reported in July
2020. This shows an increase of
0.5 index points or 0.4 percent-
ages as compared to July 2020.
The month-on-month change
was contributed by increasesin
index vaues of food items by
0.24% and non-food items by

The Board of Investment (BOI)
of Sri Lanka signed an agreement
with Indra Hotels and Resorts
Kandy (Pvt) Ltd., ajoint venture
between John Keells Hotels PLC
and Indra Traders (Pvt) Ltd., to
build a 160-room, three-star, lean
luxury hotel in Kandy.

The USD 29.32 million project
will facilitate the building of this
second lean luxury property which
is expected to be completed in mid-

brand, the property will be man-
aged by Cinnamon Hotel Manage-
ment Ltd.

It will feature signature services,
facilities and offerings, including
an expansive rooftop bar and swim-
ming pool, as well as a restaurant
that will serve local and interna-
tional cuisine on both buffet and a
la carte basis.

Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts ini-
tiated the lean luxury concept and

Susantha Ratnayake, Chairman, BOI formally presents the Certificate of Regis-

0.15% respectively.

tration to Indra Silva, Chairman, Indra Hotels and Resorts Kandy

China’s export machine picks up

Data from Oxford Eco-
nomics and Haver Analytics
show that while overall vol-
umes have fallen, China's
share of global exports com-
pared with other large
exporters leapt to more than
18% in April, before falling
back dlightly to 15.9% in
July.

“It istoo early to write off
China'srolein global supply
chains,” said Louis Kuijs
from Oxford Economics,
who pointed to the “funda-
mental competitiveness’ of
Asian economies. China's
export machine was under
pressure from all directions
last year. A trade war with
the US was weighing on
demand and competition
from other manufacturing
hubs was heating up.

China's recent success is

also aresult of awider resil-
ience of exportsin East Asia,
fuelled by a shift in global
demand towards products
suited to a world working
from home. Fast-forward to
mid-2020 and, thanks largely
to a pandemic that originated
within its borders, China's
dominance of global exports
has surpassed levels seen in
any other year. The same
coronavirus that hammered
global trade has increased
the appetite for goods made
in China, such as electronics
products and medical equip-
ment. That boom in exports
is supporting the country’s
early recovery as other big
economies flounder, raising
the question of whether Chi-
na's recent trade advantage
will outlive the pandemic.
(www.ft.com)

Sri Lanka August Tea production down 14%

August Tea Production is the lowest
since April this year. Extreme weather
and low fertilizer application were the
main reasons for loss of production in
August. 67% of the crop loss came
from the Low Grown sector which

declined 2.5 Mnkg, YoY 2019.

During the period January - August
the country has lost 31.8 Mnkg YoY.

179.1 Mnkg

This year’s eight month quantity of
is the lowest since
1997, when production declined to
178.8 Mnkg, according to the Asia
Siyaka Tea Market Report.

Nearly 88% or 25.4 Mnkg of pro-
duction loss for the eight months has
come from the Low Country. The
higher elevations too have declined,

2022. A part of the Cinnamon segment to Sri Lankain 2014 with USD10 hillion by 2025.

i &
but as a percentage are less than half. l‘ 3 3*
The January - August quantity for Low " - g
and Mid Growns are the lowest since ]
2009. The High Grown January -
August figure is the lowest in more et
than 40 years, when production ¥y
slumped following the collapse of the ;
tea market resulting from the global -, ‘r. e -"“"
financial crisis.

A%

ICRA Lanka assigns [SL]A+ rating for Habib Bank

ICRA Lanka Limited has
assigned the issuer rating of
[SL]A+ (Pronounced SL A
plus) with a Stable outlook to
Habib Bank Limited’s Sri
Lanka branch (HBLSL or the
Bank).

The rating factors in the
financial, managerial and

Empty king coconut ¢#
cut into pieces

Degradable Waste

If you are not in a position to
compost your degradable waste,
please handover to CMC.

Kitchen waste vegetable and fruit waste,
leftover food, coconut extract,
used tea leaves / bags,
protein wastage, egg shells

Dry leaves, flowers,
and garden waste

SEGREGATE YOUR WASTE AS GIVEN BELOW

Recyclable Waste

operational support provid-
ed by Habib Bank Limited
Pakistan (HBLP; rated

Caal/NP by Moody’s) to its

Sri Lankan branch opera-
tions.

HBLPisthe largest com-
mercial bank in Pakistan with,
market share of around 14% in

Non — Recyclable Waste

Following materials must be clean:

Glass

Paper / cardboard
Cleaned polythene / plastic

Metal

Cleaned coconut shells

Cleaned tins

Cleaned yoghurt cups #

and plastic cups

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DIVISION
CoLomo MunicipaL CounciL
W: www.colombo.mc.gov.lk

T. 011 243 1694

appliances 1
b Sy @
N
District D2A 141,

Except Fort & Pettah

Recyclable kitchen

F g
4,&.“

E: info@cleantech.lk
T: 011 236 8768

An alternative to
Savings Accounts

of 8.00% and 11.50%, healthy
funding profile with a gearing
(total debt including deposits/
net worth) of 0.46 timesin Jun-
20 and healthy liquidity with a
positive short-term cumulative
asset and liability mismatch of
25.73% (in lessthan 1 year
bucket).

terms of thetotal deposit base,
as of Jul-20. The rating takes
note of HBLSL's comfortable
capitalization profile with a
Tier | capital ratio and Capital
Adequacy Ratio (“CAR”") of
145.89% and 147.72%, respec-
tively in Jun-20, as compared
to the regulatory requirement

NDB | WEALTH

MONEY PLUS
FUND

& Curmenn Vhed as at 17th Sepeambar 2020

1.10%

WITHDRAW ANYTIBE

Soiled polythene / papers
Sanitary ware

Soiled yoghurt cups

Milk packets

Used sachets / packets
(shampoo, sauce, Milo, etc.)
Fallen hair

Shavers with blades

soiedtns S B [
Ceramic pots i
o B

Rubber
g - o

It's time for more
than banking!

Wl Do iraessd B, Aming
ey the foes and chasges svarbos

Clay pots
Drugs

e e s s e

Kirula Road, Colombo 5 Y

tech

because we care
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Coconut Products — Prices on 21.09.2020

1. FRESH COCONUT
(a) Market Price: 04th -10th/09/2020 (Source — HARTI)

Wholesale Retalil
Large Size Rs/Nut 68.00-70.00 70.00-90.00
Small Size Rs/But 62.00-65.00 62.00-75.00

(b)Coconut Development Authority — Colombo Auction 17.09.2020 For
industry use

Auction Price 66,463.44 T
Nuts Offered 477,854
Nuts Traded 357,331

Next Auction on 24.09.2020 - 10.00 am at Coconut Development
Authority (3rd Floor), No. 11 Duke Street, Col.01

(c) Coconut Development Authority — Kuliyapitiya Auction — 08/09/2020

Average Price 92-93T
Nuts Offered 195,481
Nuts Trade 40,281

Next Auction on 13.10.2020 10.00 am at Sanasa building (03rd floor),
Kuliyapitiya

(d) Locally Traded (Farm-gate price)

Rs. 1000 Nuts Rs.MT (Husked Ex-Mill)

Kurunegala Dist 52,000-61,000 95,000-97,000
Puttalam Dist 55,000-65,000 95,000-98,000
Gampaha Dist 55,000-65,000 92,000-96,000
Hambantota Dist 55,000-65,000 90,000-92,000
2. COPRA - (Locally Traded) (21.09.2020)

Copra Edible (Rs. /250 Kg) -
M.S. No.1 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 67,500

M.S. No.2 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 57,500
MO - (Milling Ordinary) Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) -

COPRA — (At Colombo Auction)

Quantity of Copra Offered (Kgs)
Quantity of Copra Sold (Kgs)
M.S. No.1 Copra (Top Price) (Rs./250Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra

Simple average price (Rs./250Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra

Market price (Rs./250Kg)

M.S. No.2 & 3 Copra Simple average price  (Rs./250Kg)
M.S. No. 2 & 3 Copra

Market price (Rs./250Kg)
Next Auction on -

3. DESICCATED COCONUT

Fine Sri Lanka (Domestic) (Rs/Kg) 460-465 T
Medium (Rs/Kg) 460-470 T
Sri Lanka FOB

(Fine medium,Chips 31/8-06/9/2020) (Rs.Kg) 483.78

4. COCONUT OIL
Local Wholesale Price

(Rs/Mt) 420,000-460,000 N
Philippines (CIF-Rott)

(Oil World) (10/09/2019) (Rs/Mt) 186,197
5. POONAC

(Rs/Mt) 43,000 — 50,000 T
6. MATTRESS FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 900-1,150 T
7. OMAT FIBRE (FAQ) (Rs. /50 Kg) 3,500-4,500 T
8. MIX FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 1,100-1,250 T
9. BRISTLE FIBRE 1 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 5,000-6,000 T
10. BRISTLE FIBRE 2 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 6,500-8,500 T
11. COCONUT HUSKS (08.09.2020)
District Rs/per 1,000 husks
Puttalam 3,500-4,000
Gampaha 3,500-4,000
Matara 3,500-4,000
Kurunegala 3,500-4,500
Coconut Husks (Moisture is more than 50%)  Rs/Kg 5.00
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 40%-50%) Rs/Kg 5.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 30%-40%) Rs/Kg 6.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 20%-30%) Rs/Kg 7.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is 10%-20%) Rs/Kg 8.50
Coconut Husks (Moisture is less than 10%) Rs/Kg 11.00
12. COCONUT SHELL (Rs./MT)  16,000-17,000 T

13. COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL (11-17/09/2020)
(Rs.MT) 77,500.00 T
Moisture 12% Dust 3%

14. COCONUT EKELS
(RSIMT)  42,000-43,000 T

T —Traded N - Nominal
For Director/Marketing Development and Research: Coconut Develop-
ment Authority

Exchange Rate"gj‘:E

21-Sep-2020

(1)The average rates of the following currencies quoted by
commercial banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Transfers (TT)
at 9.30 a.m. are as follows;

Currency Buying Rate Selling Rate
Australian Dollar 132.5193 136.7558
Canadian Dollar 137.9554 143.4759
Euro 216.1771 223.7562
Japanese Yen 1.7401 1.8155
Sterling Pound 199.8818 244.2463
US Dollar 183.2200 187.5800

(2)The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies
based on previous day's market weighted average rate for the
USS$ are as follows,

Country Currency Indicative Rate

Bahrain Bahrain Dinar 491.6685
Kuwait Kuwait Dinar 606.3069
Oman Oman Rial 481.5478
Qatar Qatar Riyal 50.9183
Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabian Riyal 49.4271
UAE UAE Dirham 50.4726

(3)The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) and
the Lowest Prime Rate

(LPR) during the week ended 18-Sep-2020, by all commer-
cial banks was 5.25 percent and 4.58 percent respectively.

(4)The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of commer-
cial banks for the month of August, 2020 was 6.74 percent.

Financial News

21-Sep-2020

GIVEN BELOW ARE INDICATIVE RATES
EXCHANGE RATES
BID ASK BID ASK

GBP/USD  1.2535  1.2545 USD/JPY  106.8050 106.91
USD/CHF  0.9494  0.9504 USD/SGD  1.3945 1.3955
USD/HKD  7.7504  7.7514 AUD/USD  0.6854 0.6864
EUR/USD 11238  1.1248

INTEREST RATES

1 MONTH 3MONTH 6 MONTH 12 MONTH
US DOLLARS 0.15575 0.22538  2.27525 1.37388
STERLING 0.049 0.05200  0.08138  0.14188
EUR -0.56529 -0.52186  -0.49714  -0.43214

SWISS FRANCS ~ -0.79620 -0.76220 -0.71720  -0.57260
GOLD FIXING
(USD PER OUNCE)

BUYING 1,954.55
SELLING 1,955.01
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BANKING

BANK OF CEYLON SPONSORS "BUSINESS
NETWORKING FORUM® FOR EXPATRIATE
INDIA CEO'S IN SRI LANKA

ank of Ceylon organized a “Business Net-
working Forum” for expatriate India CEO’s
in Sri Lanka at the Bank’s Head Office 30th
Floor on September 4, 2020 with the
patronage of the Bank’s Chairman Kanchana Ratwatte
and the Acting General Manager DPK Gunasekera.
Distinguished guests joined the “Business Networking
Forum” representing Indian and multinational organi-
zations that are operating in Sri Lanka. The Bank’s
Corporate Management too participated for the event.
Deputy General Manager Corporate and Offshore
Banking WNP Surawimala along with his team of
relationship managers officiated the event.

Vignettes of the event

DFCC Bank relocates Moratuwa
Branch to convenient location

Housing & Construction
EeXPO 2020

CEO Lakshman Silva open the relocated branch. Achintha Hewanayake Chief Operating Officer, Kelum
PereraVice President and Regional Manager, Aasiri [ddamalgoda Senior Vice President Branch Banking and

SME and Samitha Batawala Branch Manager also in picture

DFCC Bank PLC, recently
relocated their Moratuwa
Branch to provide amore
efficient and convenient cus-
tomer service experience for
residents and businesses in
the area.

In addition to a better ser-
vice experience coupled with
amore friendly atmosphere ,
the new location is signifi-
cantly more accessible with
ample parking space. The
relocated branch is now at
New Galle Road, Moratuwa.

As afull service Commer-
cia Bank, the branch is
equipped to serve retail
banking customers with a
range of services such as
Saving Accounts, Current
Accounts, Fixed Deposits,
Credit and Debit Cards, Per-
sonal Loans, Housing Loans,
Leasing, Pawning and many
more financial solutions
under one roof.

This new premises trans-
|ates to arenewal of the
Bank’s profound relation-
ships with individuals and
businessmen in the area.
Additionally, the Bank will
continue to open its doors
to aspiring entrepreneurs so
they may benefit from the
many customized SME
financing facilities and
advisory services to enable
them to reach their finan-
cial aspirations with ease

Granting a housing loan to a customer by Lakshman Silva Chief Executive
Officer and Aasiri Iddamalgoda Senior Vice President Branch Banking and SME

and convenience. Addition-

aly, customers can also uti-

lize the banking services
after hours as the branch
will feature a 24/7 digital
self-banking solution from
DFCC Myspace that
includes a cash deposit
machine. ATM’s and
CRM'’s (Cash recycling
machines) which can be
used for both deposits and
withdrawals will also be
available in order to further
customer convenience. As
DFCC continues to expand
its footprint, more of these
machines will also be pre-

sent on off site and on site
locations.

Speaking to those present
at the branch relocation cere-
mony, DFCC Bank Chief
Executive Officer Lakshman
Silva shared his thoughts,
“DFCC has aways given
our customers an unmatched
value proposition in the
financial services industry of
Sri Lanka. The relocation of
our Moratuwa Branch will
reflect our benchmark finan-
cia solutions, together with
the warm customer service
that DFCC is known for. |
am confident that not only

will this relocation add value
and convenience to our cli-
ents, but will also attract an
influx of potential future cli-
ents, encouraging the people
of Moratuwa to bank with
the bank for everyone.”

Supplemented by
enhanced technology, DFCC
Bank has extended its ser-
vices through digital chan-
nels such as the DFCC Vir-
tual Wallet and Online Bank-
ing service. All customers
may experience value added
services such as consolidated
e-statements and DFCC
SMS aderts.
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"Special Guarantee
Fund to provide
collateral to inventors’

SHIRAJIV SIRIMANE IN HAMBANTOTA

ri Lanka urgently needs to

set up a special Guarantee

Fund to provide the much

needed and the Central Bank

and other financial institu-
tions should work towards this, Minis-
ter of Industries Wimal Weerawansa
said.

A Cabinet proposal has already been
put forward in this regard he said.

The Minister said that one of the
entrepreneurs (Eco-ma Packaging Pvt
Ltd) had produced eco-friendly yoghurt
cups and food packing units using the
stem of the banana tree.

Pelwatta Dairy Product Company has
agreed to use these yoghurt cups and
this ground breaking product has even
found a market in Australia where the
order is for two containers per month.
However all the banks he went to get
credit to buy a machine from China has
rejected, Chairman and Inventor, Eco-
ma Packaging, Menaka Ariyarathne said
“and this is a very sad plight.”

Producing Food packaging using the
banana stem will reduce the production
and usage of plastic food packaging

thus reducing the amount of plastic
wastage getting collected to the environ-
ment. “This is why we need a guarantee
fund to provide collateral for inventors
of this nature.”

He was speaking at the SME Develop-
ment Conference 2020, “Solutions to
meet challenges faced by SMEs in
Financial Management, Bank Funding
and Entrepreneurial Leadership in the
Post COVID - New Economy” organ-
ized by the “CMA Sri Lanka COVID - 19
SME Development Committee” on Sun-
day at Magam Ruhunupura Internation-
al Convention Centre (MRICC), Ham-
bantota. The event conducted by Insti-
tute Certified Management Account-
ants of Sri Lanka, (CMA) was assisted
by the Hambantota Chamber of Com-
merce and Ministry of Industries.

Meanwhile, Managing Director, DSI
Group Ranatunga Rajapaksa said that
Sri Lana should manufacture more tech
savvy and new agricultural products
and s new Export Trading House should
be set up to market them globally. “This
is successfully done in China and is the
key institution that takes their products
to the world.”

President, CMA Prof. Lakshman R.
Watawala said that SMEs contributed
52% to the GDP and provided 45%
employment.

The event focused to build confi-
dence of SME enterprisers and pro-
vide them valuable inputs on leader-
ship, technology, marketing, labour
management and other aspects.

Several seminars and technical ses-
sions with outstanding speakers
speaking on topics on financial man-
agement, bank funding, and entrepre-
neurial leadership, labour and market-
ing issues of SMEs combined with
panel discussions were held.

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
was the Chief Guest for the inaugural
ceremony.

While Minister of Mahaweli Devel-
opment and Irrigation, Chamal Raja-
paksa, Minister of Environment,
Mahinda Amaraweera, State Minister
of Money & Capital Market and State
Enterprise Reforms Ajith Nivard
Cabraal and State Minister of Aviation
Services and Export Zone Develop-
ment D. V. Chanaka participated as
special invitees.

Vignettes of the event

Pix by Shirajiv Sirimane

Minister Wimal Weerawansa

Ajith Nivard Cabraal

People’s Bank expands network with Service Centre in Habarakada

People’'s Bank recently
opened its Habarakada
Service Centre with the
aim of providing the
Bank’s valued customers
awider range of banking
services with this expan-
sion People's Bank
Branch network in the
largest in Sri Lanka,
reaches 739.

Located at 274/2/5,
Godagama Road,
Habarakada, the new Ser-
vice Centre offers custom-
ers the latest technology
and specialised banking
services.

By using the Self Bank-
ing Unit available at the
Service Centre customers
can conveniently with-
draw and deposit cash 24
hours aday, 7 days a
week.

N
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branches.

People’s Bank Deputy General Manager (Channel Management) Lionel Galagedara,
Assistant General Manager (Colombo Outer) Thushari Hewawasam, Assistant
Regional Manager Madhawa Kananke Hewage, Assistant Regional Manager Pri-
yanka Ratnasiri, Kottawa Branch Manager Asoka Delgodaarachchi, and Habaraka-
da Service Centre Manager Ranuka Karunaratne, along with a large number of
customers, also participated at the event

Sri Lanka Insurance relocates the
Ambalangoda Branch providing total
insurance solutions with a hassle free
customer experience for the custom-
ersin the area.

The relocated branch is located at
Galle Road, Ambalangoda and
opened its doors to customers amidst
agathering of staff members, well-
wishers and members from the corpo-
rate management.

Along with the Ambalangoda
branch SLIC serves customers
through an extensive network of 158

Sri Lanka Insurance relocates Ambalangoda Branch

Established in 1962, Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation is the largest Loved Insurance Brand’ and the 3rd
government-owned insurance compa-  Most Loved Consumer Brand in the
ny in Sri Lanka, with a managed

Lanka Insurance ranked as the ‘ Most

country by Brand Finance.

asset base of over Rs.211

billion and a Life fund in
excess of Rs.116 billion,
the largest in the local
insurance industry. The
company is aso the first
and only local insurer to
secure Fitch RatingsAAA
(Ika) rating for its long-
term financia stability and
sustainability and also Sri

war P

1

I

Jagath Wellawatta Chairman of SLIC and-
Chandana L. Aluthgama opening the
Ambalangoda branch and engaged in the
commencing operations of the new
Ambalangoda branch
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Kandy to host World Tourism Day
from September 25 to 27

Theme “Tourism and Rural Development”

Under the guidance of the Minis-
try of Tourism, Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority and the
Department of Trade Commerce and
Tourism of Central Provincial Coun-
cil have organized a three-day spe-
cial programme and several other
events to celebrate the World Tour-
ism Day 2020 in Kandy.

World Tourism Day was declared
by the United Nations World Tour-
ism Organization (UNWTO) to pro-
mote sustainable, responsible and
universally accessible tourism. It is
commemorated worldwide on the
27th of September every year.

This year’'s World Tourism Day
will be celebrated under the theme
“Tourism and Rural Development”,
focusing on fostering a people-cen-
tric, technology-driven and sustain-
able tourism sector from the grass-
root level, to achieve overall eco-
nomic development in the long run.

Tourism is an important driving
force for pro-poor economic growth
and poverty aleviation. It serves as
acatalyst for job creation for youth,
women, minorities, indigenous peo-
ple and other marginalized groups,

WC'RLD

DAY 2020

and as a stimulant of infrastructure
and public service development in
rural areas.

Therefore, this year’s World
Tourism Day aims to incorporate
key provisions of the Tourism Stra-
tegic Action Plan 2020-2022, by
taking measures to upgrade com-
munity-based tourism products,
improve strategic marketing of
tourism products and enhance the
capacities of tourism based-SMEs.
Such initiatives are expected to
encourage rural industries and
communities to exploit opportuni-
ties available in tourism-based
niche markets.

The official ceremony will com-
mence at 9.00 am. on the 27th of
September at the Kandy City Cent-
er, under the patronage of Hon.
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapak-
sha and Hon. Minister of Tourism

N

Prasanna Ranathunga with the
presence of other officials from Sri
Lanka Tourism.

The highlights of World Tourism
Day 2020 programme are as fol-
lows,

Main Celebration: September 27,
from 9.00 am to 12 noon at Kandy
City Centre (KCC). Thisevent is
jointly organized by Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority
(SLTDA) and Central Provincial
Council.

Industrial Exhibition: 25 to 27
from 9.00 am to 10.00 pm at
Kandy City Centre to exhibit all
local tourism industries in Central
Province.

There will be 80 stalls organized
by the Central Provincial Council.
Food Festival: From 25 to 27 at
Kandy City Centre, organized by
the Central Provincial Council.

Ceylinco Life opens 5-floor Green
Branch in Nelliady

The eco-friendly building located at Point Pedro
Road, Nelliady, provides 8,692 square feet of floor
space and is the 38th branch built by Ceylinco Life
overall on company-owned land, and the first company-
owned property in the Vadamarachchi region.

The Nelliady branch is designed for optimal use of
natural light, is entirely solar powered, and has its own
sewerage recycling system. It is also equipped with the
latest energy-efficient lighting and air conditioning sys-
tems and has a rainwater harvesting facility.

Constructed in conformity with the ‘Green Building’
specifications adopted by the life insurance leader, the
building has its own car park, a multi-function room
that can accommodate up to 60 people at a time, an
elevator and porous interlocking blocks to increase
green patches in the premises, the Company said. The
branch was completed 16 months after the laying of
the foundation stone, despite the challenges imposed
by the pandemic. The formal opening of the new
building was presided over by Ceylinco Life Chairman
Rajkumar Renganathan and was attended by directors
and representatives of the senior management.

In September last year, Ceylinco Life declared open
another impressive five-storey ‘North Wing’ next to
its older office building in Jaffna. Extending to 17,290
square feet, the North Wing building is the second
largest investment made by the company to date in a
building, next to its headquarters in Colombo.

In January this year the Company opened its 37th
branch on company-owned land at Malabe, is in the
process of constructing Green buildings for its
branches in Divulapitiya and Piliyandala, and is also
extending the capacity of its Negombo branch.

Ceylinco Life currently owns the buildings housing
its offices in Anuradhapura, Trincomalee, Jaffna, Bat-
ticaloa, Kandy, Kalutara, Kurunegala, Gampaha,
Galle, Matara, Tissamaharama, Negombo, Ratnapura,
Kotahena, Mount Lavinia and Wellawatte, many of
which have already been converted to solar energy.
New branch buildings purpose-built to the company’s
sustainable energy model are those at Horana, Pana-
dura, Wennappuwa, Bandarawela, Chilaw, Kadawatha,
Jaffna and Malabe. Ceylinco Life operates the largest
network of 250 plus branches in Sri Lanka’s life insur-
ance industry, giving it a physical presence in 142 cit-
ies, towns and villages in every one of the island’s 25

Ceylinco Life has opened its newest Green Branch
in Nelliady, a purpose-designed five-floor edifice built
on the third block of land owned by the Company in
the Jaffna peninsula.

L

Ceylinco Life Chairman R. Renganathan and
Managing Director Thushara Ranasinghe
(top, second from right and extreme left) at
the opening of the new Green branch in Nel-

liady (below).

districts.

Kandy Cultural Event: From 25
to 27 at Kandy City Center under
the theme “ Connecting Local Wis-
dom and Heritage for People-Cen-
tric Tourism Development organ-
ized by the Central Provincial
Council.

Culinary Exhibition with Tea
Heritage and Spices: on September
25from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm on the
theme" Explore the Land of Diver-
sity with Tea Heritage and Sri Lan-
kan Spices’ organized by the Cen-
tral Provincial Council.

Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority and Department of Trade
Commerce and Tourism of Central
Provincial Council are also con-
ducting a Training Programme tar-
geting rural industry entrepreneurs,
tourism supply chains and students
in the Central Province.

This aims to enhance the capac-
ities of tourism-based SMEs,
improve skills of tourism supply
chains and encourage students
and youth in the central province
to engage in tourism-based indus-
tries to make use of opportunities
available in the tourism sector.

Chevron Lubricants Lanka appoints new
Managing Director, Chief Executive Officer

Chevron Lubricants
Lanka PIC (CLLP)
announced that Muham-
mad Najam Shamsuddin
has been appointed as
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of
the Company effective
October 1, 2020.

Shamsuddin’s appoint-
ments follow the leader-
ship transition of rolesin
CLLP with the resignation
of Pat McCloud, as
McCloud moves to adif-
ferent role within Chevron.
Shamsuddin brings more
than 15 years of interna-
tional industry experience
in the oil and gas sector,
joining Chevron in 2004
and moving through multi-
ple positions of increasing
responsibilities in Pakistan,
the Middle East, and sever-
a marketsin Asia

“The Chevron Lubri-
cants Lanka team is strong
as demonstrated by the
Company’s improved per-
formance and strong
resultsin a period of great
adversity,” said CLLP's
Chairperson, Rochna Kaul.
“While we will miss Pat in
Colombo, Najam's |eader-

ﬁ

.

Pat McCloud

industry will prove to be a
great benefit to the Com-
pany.”

Prior to joining CLLP,
Shamsuddin was the Area
Business Manager for
Chevron’s Asia Pacific
Cluster markets, a position
he held since April 2019.
In that role, Shamsuddin
oversaw profitable growth
for Chevron Lubricantsin
Malaysia, Singapore, Viet-
nam, Indonesia and other
export countries.

Shamsuddin holds a
Bachelor’s in Business
Administration (Hons) and
aMaster’'sin Business
Administration from the
Institute of Business

Najam Shamsuddin

Administration Karachi,
Pakistan.

McCloud joined CLLP
in October 2018 and has
led the Company to
achieve top-line and bot-
tom-line growth in
FY2019. McCloud will
assume a new position
with Chevron based in the
United Kingdom.

Kaul added, “Pat has
made noteworthy achieve-
mentsin histwo years at
CLLP, with his strong
focus on customer needs
and workforce morale.
We thank him for his sig-
nificant contributions to
our business and the
Chevron Lanka team.”

ship and knowledge of the

3,000 farmers receive training,
agricultural support from CCB, Nestle

Over 3,000 farmers and out growers in
the Nestlé Coconut Plan received 150,000
kg of fertiliser and training on modern
farming practices from the Coconut Culti-
vation Board and Nestlé, at a recent event
which marked the completion of The
Plan’s fourth year.

To help address unstable coconut supply
over the last few years, caused largely by
drought and crop disease, the Nestlé
Coconut Plan is helping people grow more
resilient coconut varieties, and providing
them better access to new technologies,
best practices, quality planting materials,
and professional agronomical support.

“Coconut is central to Sri Lankan life
and is one of our most important crops. It
gives me great pleasure to note the strong
positive impact of the Nestlé Coconut Plan
at the end of its fourth year, and the good
growth of the distributed plantlets so far,
which are showing a 95% success rate.

The success of this programme is a tes-
tament to the strength of the public-pri-
vate partnership between the CCB and
Nestlé” said Jayantha Wickramasinghe —
Chairman of the Coconut Cultivation
Board (CCB).

Started in 2016, the Nestlé Coconut
Plan has provided 3,000 farming families
19,000 coconut plantlets of a special
hybrid variety that is more resilient to
adverse weather and crop disease. The
first batch will mature in 2021.

To increase supply, The Plan supports
people to grow coconut in their home
gardens and in areas outside of the tradi-
tional coconut triangle and has four
model farms to help train and develop
programme participants.

It also encourages farmers to plant short-
term vegetable cash crops (inter-cropping)
to receive an alternative income until the
coconut plantlets mature. As many coconut
growers struggle without a steady supply of
water for their crops, two of the model farms
have been outfitted with a tube well and
micro-irrigation system.

- [ |

M. J. S. Rawisinghe, General Manager — Coconut Cultivation Board; Jayan-
tha Wickramasinghe, Chairman — Coconut Cultivation Board; Bandula
Egodage, Nestlé Vice President — Corporate and Regulatory Affairs; and
Radhini De Costa, Nestlé Assistant Vice President — Communications;
handing fertiliser to a Nestlé Coconut Plan farmer

“Coconut is central to Sri Lankan life and is
one of our most important crops. It gives me
great pleasure to note the strong positive
impact of the Nestlé Coconut Plan at the end
of its fourth year, and the good growth of the
distributed plantlets so far, which are showing

a 95% success rate.”

“Supporting the local coconut indus-
try has been close to our hearts for
almost 35 years. Today we contribute to
more than 6,000 farmers’ livelihoods by
buying the highest-quality Sri Lankan
coconut for our Maggi Coconut Milk
Powder. The Nestlé Coconut Plan, which
supports another 3,000 farming families,
is our latest endeavor to help support the
industry,” said Nestlé¢’s Managing Direc-

tor, Fabrice Cavallin. “We are helping
more people grow coconut and increasing
supply, by offering special hybrid varie-
ties that mature quicker and are more
resilient.

“It is part of our purpose as a Good
food, Good life company, where we want
consumers to know that Nestlé products
are not only good for them but also good
for their community”

Yaasir Muieen heads Junior Chamber International Colombo

The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the Junior Chamber Inter-
national Colombo Chapter (JCI
Colombo) was held recently at Royal
College Skills Centre.

JCI Colombo has the distinction
of introducing Jayceesto Sri Lanka
way back in 1954. The name of the
International Organization Jaycees

was later changed to Junior Chamber
International (JCI).

National President of JCI Sri
Lanka Isuru Samarage was the Chief
Guest while Past World President
Senator Isfahani Sameen attended as
the Keynote Speaker.

Also attended were Internation-
a Vice President Senator Khaleel

Ur-Rahman (Past President — JCI
Colombo), Immediate Past
National President Bathiya Hetti-
arachchi (Past President — JCI
Colombo), Insaf Ismail (Past
President — JCI Colombo),
Mohamed Hameez (Immediate
Past President — JCI Colombo)
and Senator Rukmal De Silva

Junior Chamber International Colombo Chapter (JCI Colombo) office-bearers

o
1\

(Past President — JCI Colombo).
Yaasir Muieen was elected as
the President of the JCI Colom-
bo Chapter while among the
other Office Bearers Elected
was Dr. Dilhan Sampath Jayat-
illeke (Director - Individual)
who is well known among many
Professional and Social circles.

o
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SEC, CSE sign MOU with DRP

T T

Rajeeva Bandaranaike, Chief Executive Officer CSE, Dilshan Wirasek_ara,

Board Director CSE, Jayantha Fernando, Board Director CSE, Dumith Fer-
nando, Chairman CSE, Viyani Gunathilaka, Commissioner General DRP, Viraj
Dayaratne PC, Chairman SEC, Chinthaka Mendis, Director General SEC and
Naresh Abeyesekera, Commission Member SEC

Securities and Exchange Commission of
Sri Lanka (SEC) and the Colombo Stock
Exchange (CSE) embarked on a progres-
sive national digital initiative by entering
into a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Commissioner General, Depart-
ment for Registration of Persons (DRP).
This will enable the CSE and the Central
Depository Systems (CDS) to obtain digi-
tal verification of the National Identity
Card (NIC) details available with the DRP
when a person wishes to open a CDS
account via the CSE digital App, based on
the consent obtained from the ID card
holder. The feature of obtaining consent is
also built into the App.

This was part of the initiative to digital-
ize the end-to-end operations of the Sri
Lankan Stock Market, which was launched
by the Prime Minster Mahinda Rajapaksa
on September 17, 2020.

The system to digitally verify the particu-
lars of an ID card holder is supported by
the Information and Communication Tech-
nology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA). This
isthe first time this verification process
with the Department for Registration of
Persons (DRP) has been made available
based on the provisions of the Registration
of Persons Act read with the Regulations
made under the Electronic Transactions Act
No. 19 of 2006.
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Rise and fall

of The Finance
Company

People’s Forum to protect financial stability in Sri Lanka

T.R.KELLY

he Finance Company (TFC) was
one of the premier financial insti-
tutes in Sri Lanka which was
incorporated in 1940 and was
managed by a Board of Directors
appointed by the shareholders of TFC. In 2008
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) took
control of TFC and entrusted its administra-
tion to Lankputhra Development Bank Ltd., as
the management agent of all affairs of TFC by
the Monetary Board of CBSL under the advice
of the Expert Group appointed by the Mone-
tary Board of Sri Lanka on 6th March 2009.

The reason for taking over of TFC by the
CBSL was attributed to the fact that TFC had
severely being impacted by the failure of a num-
ber of financial institutions within the Ceylinco
Group in 2008. While the CBSL talks of com-
panies under the Ceylinco Group being finan-
cially unstable in 2008 it did not see any finan-
cial instability with TFC.

It is questionable as to why the CBSL had to
take over TFC when in 2008 TFC was finan-
cially stable, had a sound client base of deposi-
tors who had confidence in TFC, high value of
TFC shares, considerable assets. Up to the time
of take over there wasn’t a single complaint by
a depositor against TFC as TFC made payment
of their interest on their deposits in time and
on a regular basis.

TFC was a company that was registered as a
PQ1 company in 1940 and possessed a proud
history of 79 years and was the first finance
company to be established in Sri Lanka. Since
the establishment the company has played a
major role in providing financial and other
assistance and sustaining the livelihood of Sri
Lankans and has also been a useful partner in
uplifting the economic stability of Sri Lanka.

A large number of persons have placed
deposits with TFC. The majority of those who
have deposited monies with TFC according to
the statistics provided by TFC officials are
elderly persons in retirement and others who
would have placed their deposits with plenty of
expectations for the future such as for their
medications, surgical operations, children’s
education, to purchase properties commence a
business and/or for several other important
reasons. It is estimated that a large number of
dependents of the depositors who had hopes
for their future with the monies saved by their
parents or relatives are not in a position to reap
the benefits that would have been available to
them.

TFC depositors recognized and had the con-
fidence to place their deposits with TFC given
the stability of TFC which possessed a large
number of assets and was the premier financial
institution in Sri Lanka.

In 2009 administration of TFC was vested
with the government to be administered under
the CBSL. The CBSL appointed Directors to
manage and operate the business of TFC and
from time to time. TFC is the only financial
institution that was appointed by a Board of
Directors appointed by the CBSL. Consequent
to the takeover of TFC by CBSL, depositors of
TFC did not panic and did not rush to with-
draw their deposits similar to the situation
when Golden Key Credit Card collapsed. In fact
depositors were happy that the government
CBSL had intervened and were confident that
their deposits were secure. However, since the
takeover of TFC by CBSL there was a steady
decline in the financial stability of TFC except
for the period September 2014 to August 2015
during which period the Board of Directors at
the time took appropriate action and made cor-
rect decisions that were conducive to the
revival of TFC. For unknown reasons the Direc-
tors that were appointed and who were respon-
sible for bringing about stability of TFC were
removed. Depositors are of the view what has
transpired at TFC since the appointment of
Directors by CBSL are attributed to bad man-
agement, wrong decisions, no plans or sugges-
tions to revive TFC. It was apparent that the
Directors of TFC had no intention of reviving
TFC by providing funds. Instead during discus-
sions between officials of TFC, CBSL it was
stated by CBSL that they are looking for an
investor.

On May 24, 2020 the Deputy Governor of
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka stated that 93%
of the local depositors of TFC will be compen-
sated via the Central Bank’s Deposit Insurance
Scheme and the remaining depositors will be
settled after the liquidation of the company’s
assets.

While the Deputy Governor of the Central
Bank is happy that 93% of the local depositors
have been settled which is not the precise posi-
tion regarding TFC deposits. The table 1 set
out below shows the accurate position regard-
ing TFC depositors as at January 2020.

According to the figures available with TFC
out of the 145,172 depositors, 135,100 hold
deposits less than Rs.600,000/-equivalent to
Rs,4,693,690,017.The remaining 10,072 depos-
itors hold deposits amounting to Rs
22,567,744,770.00.The 93% of depositors total-
ing 135,100 depositors whose problems have
been solved as stated by the Deputy Director

at TFC so there was no need for the depositors
to panic the reason being the Directors did not
portray the true position at the time. In a way
one would consider that the silence of the
Directors of TFC in not highlighting the true
facts regarding TFC saved the country from a
calamity because if the depositors were made
aware of what was happening at TFC they
would have panicked and rushed to withdraw
their deposits which would have been a disas-
ter for the government.
Notwithstanding the actual situation that
prevailed at TFC, TFC with the approval of
BSL commenced a promotion with effect
from January 1 2019 to mobilize One Billion
Rupees in One Month with the promotion
period starting 1st January 2019 and ending
January 31 2019. A detail of the Scheme was
circulated to all branches and staff of TFC on
December 31 2018 under the signatures of
Kosala Wimalasiri and Nimal B. Mamaduwa
ED/CEO.
The scheme entailed the objective of provid-
ing value additions to depositors of TFC and
offered gift vouchers to the deposits under six

il Linkility - Company PLLC TABLE ONE
| Wanly hderes | wled an nn 8 Sy 1020
Mamber af I' Cumtaties Comslstive 'm:l:-'nu]
Viabuy OF The Depasit | T uu:_'. Nmmber (0 Amsant | Haj i
¥ T passifaary e
[1%%. 28 3 | [ g (P A 257,790 808 ST 301 404
2500 - L O 0 12,143 121.82% GE0, 759,781 T A5 [
{10, 1 - 301 XN} §,217 | 30,070 514465 895 2,463 (121081
SR ONN | - M1 EEN) 0 | 15, F4E 5 301,556,950 l_|.-.l_'|_|..|-l'l_|-| i
(M0, 000 - B ) | I, 850 | B 25 1295438624 | 5 B, | 2H
A0, 00000 < TR 1,463 [3E413 1,352 470,300 T V41508 54
| MO0, = 1., S0 N 3,207 140 520 1739, 156 357 0,070,735 T8
B 500, 0] - 5 0 DM 1,756 | 44,37 T84 0% 302 1938 671,27
ohor 5 MM [ 145,172 12176 S 7 a5l 434,75
| Tatal 145,172 | 17,200 4dd, TET
TABLE TWO F_ Normal Eenlor
g i Interesi rate 'With | Iaterest raie With
T pimal Ve prranat il Vomcher r:.-;“t Z l Y oshuar !
(4]
Pewsoad Shalv valur ¥
L g My ) | Ny Ay )
R LR 1) 10 S i) S
500,000 i 240 16, %0 TR,
S TR g | | 10 50 ] 1 %R
08 Mawnths
TRy (R 5 S0 10, 5 1 1 500
1 ORCHE ol 4 A0 i S0%G 11 58
20D (WK R Fi %045 1150
L K] TLH qL g
2501000 |, 560 | 1% | %
4§ {41 (W b fiy 1% 12%,
i Momibis
] 100 D) | 1500 ] 1% ) 2%
1, O (MW s [N | 1% | 4%
= (R 0 12 () 1 %4 |
| | 1 M 0 +ip { | i % |
1 Hl ] ] |
Sadp =0 | 1 3403 | ) 1%
LR ] f S0l .;"'. 11w I
1.3 Manthas - |
T ) (N0 .0 i L ‘
| il | &, (0 | Mg 1% |
| Y] L 40 [ | 3%% = :I' ]

amounts to only 17.22% of the Deposits. The
remaining in excess of 10,072 depositors hold
82.78% of the deposits amounting to an amount
in excess of Rs. 22 billion. In terms of the pay-
ments made by the CBSL under the Liquidity
Support Insurance Fund 39% of the deposits
have been settled by the payment of the sum of
Rs.600,000 according to CBSL which leaves a
balance of 61% totaling deposits of Rs. 16 bil-
lion to be settled.

The Monetary Board of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka decided to cancel the license issued
to The Finance Company in terms of the
Finance Act no: 42 of 2011with effect from May
22 2020. Accordingly the Deputy Governor
stated that TFC is not permitted to engage in
finance business under the FBA with effect
from such date.

The Deputy Governor states that currently
TFC has 145,000 depositors with a deposit
value of Rs.26 billion. The Deposit Insurance
Scheme is allowing to pay Rs.600,000 per
person and therefore can settle Rs 11 billion of
the total Rs.27 billion. He further states that
people will ask what will happen to the balance.
He states that the balance would be settled
using the liquidated funds.

The Deputy Governor states that the asset
base of TFC has a book value of approximately
Rs. 20 billion which its recoverable value is
estimated to be around Rs.10 billion which
would be used to settle the remaining deposi-
tors. If even under a process of liquidation of
TFC assets according to the Deputy Governor
only Rs.10 billion could be recovered whereas
the 61% or 7% of the remaining deposits
amount to an amount in excess of Rs.16 billion.
The CBSL should clarify how it is going to
meet this shortfall in order to settle the
amounts due to the balance 7% high deposit
customers.

Compensation payment will be made through
the People’s Bank as the agent bank appointed
by CBSL for this purpose. The first phase of
the compensation payment for individual
depositors having a single payment will com-
mence on June 7 at People’s Bank branches in
locations where TFC was previously operating.

In 2008 CBSL stated that the administration
of TFC had to be taken over by the CBSL as a
result of TFC being severely impacted by the
failure of a number of financial institutions
within the Ceylinco Group not TFC. If that was
the decision of the Directors appointed to TFC
by the CBSL in 2008 they were aware that TFC
could not be revived basically the Directors did
not have a plan to revive TFC and the only
feasible task and option that was available to
the Directors was to perform the last rights on
behalf of TFC i.e. closure. Having comprehen-
sive knowledge of the situation regarding TFC
no alarm bells rang of any unhealthy situation

deposit slabs. The table 2 set out below sets
out details of the gift vouchers allocated for the
respective deposit slab and the interest offered
for each deposit category. Branch Managers
were given the responsibility of handling the
gift vouchers and were authorized to purchase
the gift vouchers from the nearest Cargill’s
outlet.

This scheme by TFC with the approval of
CBSL was called “Special Deposit Campaign to
collect 1 Billion in one month”. In terms of this
scheme which was promoted by TFC a total of
2474 depositors placed depositing amounting
to Rs.947 million between January 1 and Janu-
ary 31 2019 deposits breakdown as set out in
Table 3.

However, to the surprise and dismay of these
2474 depositors and other depositors on Febru-
ary 152019 the CBSL sent a letter to the Chair-
man of TFC Wasantha Kumarasiri under the
signature of Ranaweera Director CBSL inform-
ing TFC to take steps under the Regulatory
Actions submitted by the CBSL as follows:

a) TFC refrain from granting or make any
further disbursements of loans, credit facilities
or other types of financial accommodation
except with the written approval of the Direc-
tor Department of Supervision Non Banking
Financial Institution.

b) Refrain from investing money whatsoever
of the company.

) Refrain from distributing profits retained
overseas except with the approval of the Mon-
etary Board.

d) Refrain from entering into any transac-
tions for consideration or otherwise.

Consequent to the Regulatory Actions of the
CBSL depositors who placed their deposits
under the Special Deposit Scheme were
informed that their deposits have been frozen
and will not be permitted to withdraw their
deposits on maturity. The depositors are of the
view that the promotion of the Speed Deposit

Scheme by the Board of Directors of TFC with
the blessings of CBSL is a fraud perpetrated by
the TFC and CBSL, Having achieved its target
of collecting Rs. 1 billion in one month, 15 days
later the CBSL issues an order under the Regu-
latory Actions on ‘15thFebruary 2019 freezing
all deposits of TFC. The question that is being
posed by the depositors is why the TFC and
CBSL had to promote a scheme of this nature
bearing in mind the financial crisis of TFC if
there was a crisis since 2008 which promoted
CBSL to take over the administration of TFC.
Having collected 1 billion at the end of January
2019 what did TFC do with this money?

Several transactions perpetrated by certain
Directors have taken place particularly assets
belonging to TFC have been sold. Large
amounts of TFC money has been invested in
entities to which certain Director were affiliat-
ed to. These illegal transactions perpetrated by
certain Directors does not seem to have drawn
the attention of CBSL may be for some very
good reason. Whatever the cause may be these
illegal transactions have all contributed to the
downfall of TFC.

At the time a depositors placed his or her
deposit they are not informed by TFC that
their monies would be secured by the Sri Lanka
Deposit Insurance and Liquidity Support
Scheme and none of the depositors would have
had any idea how the scheme works. TFC had
an obligation and duty to inform the depositors
at the time of placing their deposits details of
the Insurance Deposit Scheme. This informa-
tion would have been important to the deposi-
tors in the context set at out in 2.5 of the
gazette issued by the Monetary Board on Sep-
tember 28, 2010 where it is stated that the
scheme will initially outline a mechanism to
protect small depositors from failure of finan-
cial institutions, thereby promoting the stabili-
ty of institutions by maintaining small deposi-
tors’ confidence. If the intention of the Mone-
tary Board was to protect small time depositors
why did TFC obtain deposits from big time
depositors who now account for 61% of the
deposits totaling approximately a sum in excess
of Rs.16 billion?

In terms of gazette extraordinary no:1673/11
2020 Nivard Ajith Leslie Cabraal Chairman
Monetary Board in terms of the Monetary Law
Act issued notices to the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka on November 20 2010 set out regula-
tions for operation of The Sri Lanka Deposit
Insurance Scheme. The CBSL in terms of Sec-
tion 5 of the Monetary Law Act, CBSL was
authorized primarily two objectives namely (a)
economic and price stability and (b) finance
stability. If one considers maintaining the
financial stability of TFC since it was taken
over by CBSL in 2009, the obvious inference
that could be drawn is total disaster by none
other than the so called Directors who probably
had academic qualifications to be appointed as
Directors but lacked professional qualifications
to meet the challenges they were appointed to
sustain the stability of TFC. It is no secret that
the some of the Directors that were appointed
totally mismanaged TFC in the interest of
some of them.

Section 2.5 of the gazette notification states
as follows:

“The Deposit Insurance Scheme” will be
implemented in the interest of the overall finan-
cial stability of the country and it will initially
outline a mechanism to protect small deposi-
tors from failure of financial institutions there-
by promoting the stability of financial institu-
tions by maintaining small depositors’ confi-
dence.

Does this clause infer that only small time
depositors would be insured? At the time a
depositor places his deposit was the depositor
apprised of the Insurance Scheme? Was the
large depositors told that this insurance scheme
is only for small time depositors? It does not
appear that TFC has advised small time depos-
itors or big time depositors of the scheme.

The Monetary Board Regulation states it
intends to protect small time depositors but
does not specify the value of a small time
deposit. There is a lot of ambiguity in 2.5 of
the Monetary Board Regulation which depos-
itors would construe as the Monetary Board
will take care of small time depositors and
not guarantee the deposits of big time depos-
itors.

Based on regulation 2.5 of the Gazette it
would appear it would not be relevant to ask
questions or seek answers as the CBSL in
terms of the conditions of the Monetary Board
has taken steps to protect small depositors.
Accordingly, under the recently concluded
agreement the CBSL agreed to pay a sum lim-
ited to Rs.600,000 per deposit which in real
terms solved the problems of the small deposi-
tors.

The question that remains to be answered is
how it intends to settle the 61% big time depos-
its who, based on the predicament there are
now confronted with would have thought twice
before placing their deposit in view of the Mon-
etary Boards regulation to protect small depos-
itors initially.

The depositors became aware of the financial
crisis at TFC and in order to protect the rights
of the depositors an organization was estab-
lished called the Independent Organization to
protect TFC Depositors. This organization
held several discussions with TFC and CBSL
officials. Several proposal were submitted to
TFC during these discussions by the organiza-

Period (monihs): No: of Depositors: Amount Bs (Million):

0l 200 7998

03 534 242.02

06 106 36.17

12 151 30.54

13 183 3825

15 07 4.54

18 04 11.6

24 08 5.71

30 188 16.71

36 01 10.000/- (only)
37 1057 678.68

48 05 719.5

60 15 8.75

tion to protect depositors as well as the TFC
Union. Some of the proposal that were sug-
gested by the Organization were as follows:

A) To invite an investor (one or more)
with the capacity to invest an amount equiva-
lent to the deposits with TFC in which event
the investor would be entitled to secure all
assets and liabilities of TFC.

B) If a credible investor could be secured the
credibility of TFC could have been restored and
confidence instilled in TFC depositors and
TFC shares would have got a boost in the stock
market.

C) The following was suggested as obliga-
tions of the investor.

i) To secure and guarantee the deposits of
the depositors

i) Payment of interest to the depositors

iii) Investors would have the right and free-
dom to appoint its own personnel as directors
of the company

iv) In the event there is more than one inves-
tor, the majority shareholder would be entitled
to the shares based on its investment

Among the principal proposals that were
submitted, the primary objective of the pro-
posal was to ensure by reviving TEC the credi-
bility of TFC would b restored and more
importantly a large number of jobs would have
been saved. However, officials of TFC and
CBSL always adopted a negative view of the
proposals that were submitted by TFC’s Union
and also the Independent Organization to pro-
tect the rights of TFC depositors.

The depositors in their representations to
His Excellency President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
in the event of the failure of TFC Directors to
agree to the proposal submitted to appoint a
Presidential Commission of Inquiry in the face
of financial frauds and financial irregularities
that have transpired since CBSL took over the
administration of TFC.

Depositors had suggested the following Man-
date of the Commission.

() Receive complaints from depositors

(Il) Monitor the valuation of assets of TFC

(ll) Analyze the credentials of the prospec-
tive investors. If for any reason the prospective
investor was rejected by CBSL to ascertain the
reasons from CBSL the decision for such rejec-
tion.

(IV) One of the most important acts of the
Presidential Commission is to request a com-
plete audit of TFC accounts from the time of
take over until the license was cancelled on
22nd May 2020 from an independent audit firm
given the fraudulent financial transactions per-
petrated by some of the Directors to which
CBSL has shown ablind eye.

By letter dated 21st August 2020 Deshama-
naya Professor W.D. Lakshman Governor of
Central Bank of Sri Lanka addressed the Inde-
pendent Organization to Protect TFC Deposi-
tors states that since the financial status of the
company had deteriorated as a result of the
failure of a number of financial institutions
within the Ceylinco Group.

The Governor admits that CBSL made all
efforts to revive the company through differ-
ent strategies which had failed and the conti-
nuity of the status of the company was detri-
mental to the interest of the depositors and
other stakeholders of the company. Even
though CBSL had intervened into the affairs
of TFC by appointing Board of Directors /
Management Panel with a view to safeguard-
ing the interest of depositors, creditors and
other stakeholders, it is important to note that
maintaining proper business conduct and
restructuring the company are amongst
utmost responsibilities of the Board of Direc-
tors and Key Management of the persons of
the Company.

In their own words the Governor of CBSL,
the persons appointed as Directors to manage
the affairs of TFC have failed miserably. His
Excellency the Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa stated in public that the CBSL is
responsible for the collapse of TFC and the
full responsibility should be borne by CBSL.
Even His Excellency President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa admonished officials of CBSL for their
inefficiency and lethargic attitude towards
important issues. It is very clear from what
has happened to TFC was due to the ineffi-
ciency of the Directors who were appointed by
CBSL.

The Governor by the same letter states that
it is also the responsibility of the depositors to
be aware of the nature of financial institutions
in which they deposit money. By this state-
ment does the Governor imply that TFC was
not a credit worthy company? The CBSL as
the financial regulator of all financial institu-
tions in Sri Lanka should advise Sri Lankans
of the companies that are prone to financial
crisis and that deposits made with such com-
panies cannot be guaranteed by the CBSL. It
is sad and unfair by the depositors for the
CBSL to make such a statement after a crisis
has occurred at TFC. There is no point shut-
ting the door once the horse has bolted.

All financial institutions in Sri Lanka includ-
ing Banks have an obligation to inform its cus-
tomers particularly customers placing long
term deposits of the Bank’s obligation to pro-
tect their deposits and their entitlements in the
event of bankruptcy of a bank or financial
institution.

The Independent Organization for Protec-
tion of TFC depositors held several discussions
with the President, Prime Minister, Ajith
Nivard Cabraal, Presidential Secretary P.B.
Jayasundera. The depositors are gratified by
the response of the present government which
acknowledged the fault of CBSL and agreed to
pay a sum maximum of Rs.600,000 TFC
Depositors. During a discussions with Prime
Minister, Cabraal had stated that it was not the
policy of the government to close down compa-
nies like TFC and had indicated that a proposal
to revive TFC will be presented before January
2020.

The Depositors are particularly gratified by
the stance of Cabraal which is the step in the
right direction to revive TFC. Persons of the
caliber of Cabraal with his experience in finan-
cial matters and also as Governor of the Central
Bank would certainly have ideas and plans to
revive TFC.

To page 23
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LB Finance joins Central Bank to take LANKAQR to Matale
o

LB Finance (LBF), one of the toun-
try’s leading Non-Banking Financial
Ingtitution, joined hands with the Cen-
tral Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) to
strengthen “ Ratapuraama LANKAQR”
public awareness campaign to promote
digital payments using the national QR
standard LankaQR.

The official campaign kicked off
from Matale, titled “ Ratapuraama
LANKAQR", on September 12, 2020
at the CBSL Regional Office Matale.

The chief guest of thisinaugural cer-
emony was Deshamanya Prof. W.D.
Lakshman, Governor, CBSL. Matale
event saw the participation of many
leading banks and Financial Institution-
swho have developed LankaQR ena-
bled Apps to collectively support the
CBSL'svision of making Sri Lanka a
“Less-Cash” society through higher
usage of digital payments.

The primary objective of this public
awareness campaign was to encourage
the usage of LANKAQR QR code
based digital payments due to its
numerous benefits to the public, econo-

Governor of the Central of Sri Lanka, Deshamanya Prof.W D Lakshman
making the first LANKAQR based digital donation using LB CIM App in
the presence of Chairman of the Dambulla Sasanarakshaka Balaman-
dala, Rangiri Dambulla Rajamaha Viharaya Uyanwatta Purana Vihara
Chief Incumbent Ven. Halmillawewa Premaratana Thera.

my and to the customers in general.
LANKAQR is acommon Quick
Response (QR) code standard adopted
by financial institutions in Sri Lankato
facilitate fast, secure and low cost digi-
tal payments to any merchant, especial-
ly micro, small and medium enterpris-

Finetech recognized as Google Expertise
Partners for Work Transformation Google Meet

Finetech, the Google Premier
Partner for Sri Lanka, the Mal-
dives and Bangladesh has been
recognized by Google as an Exper-
tise Partner in the areas of Work
Transformation and Google Meet.
Further cementing the fact that
Finetech is the go to company for
all Google-related products and
services, this achievement recog-
nizes a company that has shown
superior expertise with customer
evidence in the specific areas.

Partner Expertise allows Goog-
le’s partner organizations to high-
light their success in product/tech-
nology, workload, and/or industry
specific work, and is evaluated
based on unique requirements for
each Expertise area. Once a part-
ner company is approved for an
Expertise, customers can search by
Expertise area and connect with
partners through the Google Cloud
Partner Directory, which also
showcases validated success sto-
ries. In addition, the Google Sales
Teams will be able to search the
directory to select partners with
Expertise and attach those part-
ners to customer opportunities
that come their way.

“Finetech has had a longstand-
ing success story with Google and
is the trusted name for Google-
based products and services in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and the Mal-

Pubudu Wickramarachchi

dives. In this time and era where
digital transformation is all the
more important and tools such as
Google Meet are being used by
various sections of society to
achieve their goals, we are proud to
be certified as an Expertise Part-
ner which adds value to the ser-
vices we provide our customers”,
said Clehan Pulle, CEO/ Director
and Co-Founder of Finetech.

Finetech which began operations
in Sri Lanka for almost a decade
and has built a portfolio of custom-
ers that span many sectors like
banking and finance, education,
aviation, hospitality, healthcare
and the government sector among
others. With more than 30 Google
Certified Systems Engineers and
one of the largest support teams in
the region today, Finetech is also
known for its superior customer
service in introducing, transition-
ing and helping organizations
embrace the new digital age.

“As a preferred Google products
and services partner for this region
Finetech is honoured with this
achievement and will continue to
strive towards greater expertise in
the areas that we consult in. Our
team has worked diligently to get
to this point and I must also com-
mend the continued efforts of our
skilled Google technicians who are
the backbone of our operations”,
Pubudu Wickramarach-
chi, General Manager -
Technology Services &
Customer Support said.

As a Google Expertise
Partner, Finetech can
also continue to share its
success stories on the
Google Cloud Partner
Directory and grow its
expertise areas as well.
Highlighting a variety of
successes can generate
new demand, strengthen
credibility, and prioritize
the company’s ranking
thereby bringing superi-
or product knowledge
and service levels for our
customer base.

1

es. The highlight of the event was the
digita donation made by the Governor
of the CBSL, Deshamanya Prof. W.D.
Lakshman as the first official
LANKAQR transaction of the “Ratapu-
raama LANKAQR” initiative to the
Uyanwatta Rajamaha Viharaya, Dam-
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R. A. A. Jayalath, Asst. Governor CBSL, Governor of the CBSL,
Deshamanya Prof. W D Lakshman, Bimal Perera, Head of Digital Finan-
cial Services, LB Finance, D Kumaratunge, Director Payments and Set-

tlements of CBSL

bulla. The digital donation was made
possible through the LB Finance's pop-
ular mobile wallet LB CIM (Cash-In-
Mobile) in the presence of the Chair-
man of the Dambulla Sasanarakshaka
Balamandala, Rangiri Dambulla
Rajamaha Viharaya Uyanwatta Purana

Vihara Chief Incumbent Ven. Halm-
illawewa Premaratana Thero, who inci-
dentally is also aregistered LB CIM
user. LB Finance takes great pride in
revolutionizing the payment landscape
of the country by making simple every-
day transactions secure, inclusive and

convenient through the CIM App. LB
CIM smart phone application is availa-
ble for Android & i0S based devices. It
comes in the form of two separate
mobile Apps; ‘CIM Customer App’ &
‘CIM BusinessApp’, to cater to the
specific needs of customers and retail
merchants. LB CIM is proud to be one
of the few tri-lingual mobile wallets
available in the market and champions
the concept of simplicity in its UI/UX
offering. Company believes CIM’s
ultra-simple design gives it an advan-
tage to become a truly inclusive digital
payment solution to Sri Lankan masses.

Earlier this year Central Bank of Sri
Lanka named the year 2020 as the
“Year of Digital Transactions” and
launched a promotional campaign
named “ Cash Wade” with the aim of
popularizing the digital payments
among the masses. The launch marked
the official beginning of the retail level
campaign aiming to draw as many cus-
tomersto use digital payment methods
such as mobile wallets, LankaQR code
and Just-Pay network.

People’s Leasing recognized among ten best CSR/Sustainability Projects

One of Sri Lanka's leading non-bank
finance sector company, Peopl€e's Leas-
ing & Finance PLC was recognized as
one of the Ten Best CSR/Sustainability
projects, a the lan Dias Abeysinghe
Memorial JASTECA CSR /Sustainabili-
ty Awards 2020 recently.

The annual awards was presented for
the 24th time by the Japan Sri Lanka
Technical and Cultural Association aka
JASTECA at the Galadari, Colombo.

lan Dias Abeysinghe Memorial
JASTECA CSR /Sustainability Awards
recognized People's Leasing commit-
ment towards uplifting the early child-
hood education in Sri Lanka. The com-
pany invested in thisinitiative as
investment in early years leads to better
education, health, social and economic
outcomes later on, increasing revenues
for the nation and reducing the need for
costly social spending.

People’s Leasing spearheaded this
initiative guided by the apex institu-
tions specialized in early childhood
education and care. Highlights of the
key activities included the investment
towards improving the indoor and out-
door learning environment of the Early

Laksanda Gunawardena, Deputy General Manager Marketing of Peo-
ple’s Leasing receives the award for One of the Best Ten CSR/Sustain-
ability Projects from Athula Edirisinghe, Trustee of JASTECA in the
presence of Nimal Perera, President JASTECA and Nishan Fernando,

Committee Member of JASTECA

Childhood Development Centres
(ECDCs) located isalndwide that are
operated with minimal facilities. The
centres were identified through the
Children’s Secretariat and the develop-
ment work was monitored through the

Early Childhood Development Assis-
tants and the Heads of the Branch net-
work regionally and 121 ECDCs bene-
fitted through this investment. Further,
a series of capacity building pro-
grammes for the preschool teachers

were financially supported by People's
Leasing on activity based lesson plan-
ning and application of creativity in
early childhood development to pro-
mote holistic development of pre-
schoolers. Deputy General Manager
Marketing, Laksanda Gunawardena
said human capital is acritical part of
our nation’s sustainable progress and
the quality of human capital can be
improved through investment in early
childhood education.

Our financial assistance was ably
supported by staff members from
isalndwide branch network who volun-
teered their time and skills in success-
fully implementing these initiatives.
People’s Leasing aso invests in uplift-
ing school education and entrepreneur-
ship building to contribute towards sus-
tainable development in alignment with
the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs).” he further said.
PLC’s responsible and inclusive finan-
cial servicesincludes leasing, auto
loans, fixed deposits, savings deposits,
housing and business loans, gold loans,
margin trading, factoring, and Islamic
financial services.

GPV Lanka wins gold at Taiki Akimoto S Awards 2019

GPV Lanka (Pvt) Ltd won
the Taiki Akimoto 5S Gold
Award 2019 under the large
category presented by Japanese
Sri Lanka Technical and Cul-
tural Association (JASTECA).

What was in particular spe-
cial about this achievement
was that, GPV Lanka (Pvt) Ltd
won the Gold Award in the
first attempt while competing
against several other large-
scale well reputable organisa-
tionsin Sri Lanka.

GPV Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. isa
subsidiary of GPV Internation-
a A/S Denmark. GPV was
founded in Denmark in 1961
and istoday one of Europe's
leading electronics manufactur-
ers. GPV isagloba EMS-part-
ner providing complex elec-
tronics, cable-harness,
mechatronics and box-build

solutions including design and
engineering activities to cus-
tomers worldwide within high
mix / low-medium volume.
GPV generates revenue at
about USD 460 million with
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The GPV Lanka team with the award

around 3,700 employees and
has production sites across
Europe, Asia and the Americas.
GPV Lanka (Pvt) Ltd isin the
industry in Sri Lankafor more
than 30 years and today it has
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Long Service Award Winners 2020 with the Chairman and CEO of Litro Gas Lanka and Litro Gas Terminal Lanka

1,022 employees including 45
electronic engineers with a
state-of-the-art manufacturing
facility.
The company was recog-
nized at the Sri Lanka Presi-

dential Export Award consecu-
tively for four yearsin
2015/16/17/18, under the elec-
tronic & electrical sector for
highest foreign exchange earn-
er.

The JASTECA upholds the
benchmark of excellence for
companies practicing Japanese
productivity concepts such as
the globally accepted 5S sys-
tem for organising, promoting
efficiency, effectiveness and
safety.

The award ceremony was
held for the 24th consecutive
year at the Grand Ballroom of
Hotel Galadari on August 22,
2020 with a large gathering
from representatives of all the
award winners, JASTECA
Members and the Chief Guest
Toshihiro Kitamura, Minister
Embassy of Japan Sri Lanka.
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CBSL is now talking of settling the balance of the deposi-
tors by liquidating the assets. However, the CBSL does not
seem to have concrete plans or any idea as to how it intends
to solve the problems of TFC. Depositors believe that given
the bad management, mismanagement and fraudulent acts
committed by the Directors they have no answers because
they did not formulate any plans.

The Yahapalana government came into power in 2015.
The problem of TFC commenced in 2009 and the adminis-
trators of CBSL including the Finance Minister at the time
did not make any comment regarding the situation at TFC
and allowed the Directors appointed by CBSL to TFC to
have their merry way. The present government under Prime
Minister was prepared to listen to the depositors and offered

the concession of paying Rs.600,000 to each of the deposi-
tors thereby technically agreeing to solve the problems of
small time depositors. However, this scheme too has not

Litro Gas has developed a unique lega-
cy that combines the efficiency and tradi-
tion of a private enterprise with its state
owned status.

In keeping with the Company’s com-
mitment towards recognizing and reward-
ing its employees who have grown with
the Company, Litro Gas recently feted its
senior most staff at the Long Service
Awards ceremony 2020.

A total of 33 employees were recog-
nized by the company for their loyal and
dedicated service spanning up to 35 years

of continuous service to the LPG industry.

W.H. Padmasiri (35 Years), D.C.P.
Wijesinghe, D.K. Nanda, W.A.S.P.
Perera, K.D.J.T. Gunasekara, A. Path-

marajah, H.B. Weerasena, L.N.G. Perera,
A.L.A. Nandana, K.S. Chandrathilake (30
Years), K.K.M.P. Jayawardena, S.W.J.
Senaratne, W.H.G. Wildeniya, B. Mahin-
da, H.K. Nilmini, M.S. Punchihewa,
N.PS.A.H. Kumara, K. Sarathchandra,
K.A.A. Priyadarshana (25 Years), H.M.
Chamani Pathirage, Shymalie Enoshie P
Karunaratne, Ranil Palinda Seneviratne,
W.M. Lakmali C. Hapuarachchi, H. Sune-
thra Sahabandu, S. Hiran Senewirathne,
PH. Vidanagamage, W.D.L. Nalin Achala,
H.P. Pradeep Kumara, H.K. Chand-
raratne, Priya Kelum Alwis, D.K.N.G.
Kumara Fernando, K.P. Weerasekera (20
Years) , W.B. Sudeshini Wijewardena (15
Years).

“Recognizing our team members who
have made a tremendous contribution to
empowering the Litro Gas journey is
anhonour for us’, said Anil Koswatte,
Chairman and CEO of Litro Gas Lanka
Ltd. and Litro Gas Terminal Lanka (Pvt)
Ltd. “The team’s commitment has helped
us emerge as the market leader in the Sri
Lankan LPG industry with a 75% market
share. We will continue to recognize and
reward our employees as a part of the cul-
ture we have inherited from the past and
continue to nurture at Litro Gas — a small,
efficient team of 234 members managing
the entire operation.”

He adds that those who have served
through the years are an asset to the Com-

pany. “Their expertise and experiences
have evolved through the years and have
been a tremendous contribution to our
success whilst upholding the Company’s
values and ethics and stringently comply-
ing with the Health, Safety and Environ-
ment policies and procedures’.

The long service awards are a valuable
component of Litro’s overall employee
recognition efforts and play a significant
role in motivating and engaging staff.
Rewarding loyalty and commitment by
recognising those who have dedicated
their careers to the Company is proof that
the organisation values and respects peo-
ple who are committed and add value to
the Company.

been formulated by the CBSL as there seem to be a lot of
problems by the depositors in obtaining the Rs.600,000
agreed by the CBSL.

Finally, the depositors are of the opinion that there are
many unanswered questions to be clarified and answered by
the Directors who were responsible for the collapse of TFC.
The depositors also take this opportunity to thank the
President and Hon Prime Minister for the patience hearing
and understanding of the problem of the depositors and are
confident under a responsible government this unfortunate
episode of TFC will be brought to an end.

More details regarding this unfortunate episode con-
fronted by the depositors emanating from the acts perpe-
trated by the Directors appointed by the CBSL since 2009
would be highlighted separately.
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HNB, HNBA launches ‘Lease Protector’

Hatton National Bank PLC (HNB) and
its fully owned subsidiary HNB Assur-
ance PLC (HNBA), announced the
launch of ‘Lease Protector’, an exclusive
new insurance cover where the bank will
settle any outstanding lease payments of
the lessee in the unfortunate event of
their demise or total disability.

The cover will extend up-to a value of
Rs 10 million and will include liability
for customers up-to the age of 70. Both
HNB and HNBA have also structured the
‘Loan Protector’ cover to be as smple

and easy to access as possible with mini-
mal documentation.

HNB, Deputy General Manager -
Retail and SME Banking, Sanjay Wije-
manne stated: “With al of the major dis-
ruptions that we have witnessed in these
constrained market conditions, the under-
lying need for affordable pathways to
vehicle ownership remains quite strong.
In such an environment, our goal isto
provide as much support and value to
customers as possible. This partnership
advances both of these goals by provid-

ing customers with affordability and
security in asingle product.”

Chief Executive Officer of HNBA and
its fully owned subsidiary, HNB General
Insurance Limited (HNBGI), Prasantha
Fernando stated, “ This tie-up is a unique
business opportunity for both businesses
and this would offer a significant long-
term value creation to our stakeholders.
‘Lease Protector’ is another revolution-
ary solution developed in association
with our Parent Company, HNB, enhanc-
ing Group synergies in order to address

the ever evolving customer needs for
protection in the financial services spec-
trum”.

HNB Assurance PLC (HNBA) isone
of the fastest growing Insurance Compa-
niesin Sri Lanka with a network of 63
branches.

HNB with 252 customer centres across
the country, isone of Sri Lanka's largest,
most technologically innovative banks
having won local and global recognition
for its efforts to drive forward a new par-
adigm in digital banking.

Airtel Lanka partners YouLead to mark World Youth SkillsDay

Celebrating a month dedicated to
empowering youth, Airtel Lanka part-
nered with the USAID-funded youth
skills development and entrepreneurship
project, YouLead to mark World Youth
Skills Day (WY SD) and International
Youth Day (1Y D) 2020 under the theme
of ‘21FOR21’.

The objective of the campaign was to
introduce 21 critical skills for youth
employment and entrepreneurship in the
21st century.

Thisyear’sWYSD & I'YD took place
in a challenging context. The COVID-19
pandemic and lockdown measures have
led to worldwide slowing down and in
most cases closure of educational institu-
tions, threatening the continuity of learn-
ing and development. In an effort to sup-
port recovery, Airtel collaborated with

YouL ead to give youth an opportunity for

uninterrupted skills development online
during the pandemic.

Advocating certain skills important to
Airtel such as critical thinking, leader-
ship, innovation, technological literacy
and diversity, the campaign featured a
resource site, youlead.lk/skills, which
hosted content including a series of vide-
os highlighting the role of these skillsin
successful careers followed by multiple
webinars to further hone in on the practi-

The 21for21 ‘Skills at Work’ photo competition recently concluded with the
winner’s prize giving held at Airtel Lanka Head Office, World Trade Center.
winners Nishanth Rajasegaram, Tharindu Dileepa, Kanchana Herath
together with Chandrashekhar Singh Chauhan, Chief Marketing Officer,
Airtel Lanka, Reed Aeschliman, Mission Director, USAID Sri Lanka and
Maldives, Vindya Silva, Partnerships Director, YouLead and Fawaz Nizam-
deen, Head Contact Experience Airtel.

cal content and the importance of these
skills at the work place.

Commenting on the partnership, Air-
tel’s CEO & Managing Director, Ashish
Chandra said: “The digital age has been
characterised by arapid shift from tradi-
tional industry to an economy primarily
based upon information technology.
Hence, it is vital that our youth recognize
and adapt to the emerging skills demand-

ed by this broader shift. Doing so will be
the key to leveraging new opportunities.
As atelco which champions youth
empowerment in Sri Lanka, we are happy
to partner with YouL ead in training the
next generation on innovation, problem
solving, critical thinking, technology lit-
eracy and many other skills essential for
them to thrive in the workplace of the
future.”

Keells Krest launches soya meat with
new flavour to product range

Keells Food Products PLC
the pioneer of processed con-
venience food, recently intro-
duced “Keells Krest Soya
Meat” asits latest product
category.

The new introduction adds
anew twist of flavour to the
diverse portfolio and is
expected to be a popular
choice among the consumers.
The new product range will
feature two distinct flavours
Chicken and Curry, enticing
the Sri Lankan taste buds.
The superior quality product

made with no added preserv-
atives or flavour enhancers,
can be enjoyed by both the
young and old alike.

Soya meat, a popular plant
based product is high in pro-
tein, fibre and nutritional
value. It's awell-loved meat
replacement which can be
prepared in multiple ways to
add flavorsome delight, mak-
ing your meal times conveni-
ent, fun and enjoyable. The
product will be available at
leading retail outlets island-
wide. With a solid history

spanning over more than 30
years, KFPis continuously
focusing on offering the local
consumer with many more
exciting innovative products
in the future to address the
rising demands of the mod-
ern lifestyles of the consum-
ers.

The Chief Executive Offic-
er of KFP & Vice President —
John Keells Holdings PLC,
Sumudu Thanthirigoda stat-
ed, “As a pioneering compa-
ny, we are focused on pro-
ducing convenient food that

is easily accessible to our
consumers. The latest addi-
tion will add value to our
diversified product range and

strengthen our portfolio. KFP

is committed to delivering

products with the best quality

at the heart of it all.”

KFP the leader of pro-
cessed convenience food
industry in Sri Lanka has
been awarded 1SO 9000 &
22000, GMP and HACCP
certified for maintaining
stringent food quality stand-
ards.

Headstart cites Musaeus College as shift to e-learning in lockdown

People, rather than the
technologies deployed, are
the key factor in driving a
successful transition to online
teaching, a leading facilitator
has concluded after working
with numerous schools dur-
ing Sri Lanka's COVID-19
linked lockdown.

Headstart (Pvt) Ltd., the
award-winning international -
ly-recognised Sri Lankan
e-learning solutions provider,
cites as an example the suc-
cess of Musaeus College's
online teaching model, pow-
ered by the Company’s
involvement in teacher capa-
bility improvement.

One of the first schoolsin
the country to adopt the vir-
tual teaching model in the
lockdown period to deliver
lessons on aregular school
timetable, Musaeus College's
quantifiable accomplishments
include the active involve-
ment of over 300 Primary
grades to Advanced Level
teachers in the tech-based
teaching method, the partici-
pation of over 6,000 students

Students continue with digital learning after the end of
the lockdown

from all grades via Head-
start’s single online platform,
the development of a sub-
stantial digital content library
by the teachers themselves,
and the successful comple-
tion of online examinations
for the second term for the
entire school, the Company
said. Headstart attributed the
focus on teacher capability
improvement, rather than
preoccupationwith tech sup-
port and hardware, as the
cornerstone of Musaeus Col-
lege’s success.

While providing digitised
learning material to Musaeus

College, Headstart's role in
fostering e-learning also
encompassed ng teach-
ers for their tech capabilities,
training them on teaching
with technology, and continu-
ous engagement for training,
support, and monitoring of
key performance indicators
(KIPs).

Commenting on Musaeus
College's quick transition to
e-learning in response to the
pandemic, the Principal,
Nelum Senadira said, “Our
plans helped us to adapt very
quickly and allowed us to
begin conducting a very suc-

cessful online teaching pro-
gram which started from
March 20. The lessons were
meticulously planned accord-
ing to a set timetable for all
classes from Grades 1 to 13
corresponding to the needs of
the syllabus. This focused
approach has, we are proud
to report, seen us complete
the 2nd Term’'s work target-
ing the end of 2nd term by
the beginning of
August. Thiswould not have
been possible if not forthe
special training provided by
Headstart to the master teach-
ersand I T teachers who
trained all the others, usually
in the late evenings or during
the weekends along with the
team from Headstart.
Headstart Director/CEO
Hasitha Dela said, “The
unwavering leadership from
the Principa and Manage-
ment of the school in
embracing the shift to digital
education, the investment
commitment provided for
teacher training and capabili-
ty enhancement.”

Funded by the American people, You-
Lead works to improve technical and
vocational education and training, create
amore skilled workforce, and increase
employment by undertaking activities that
support and strengthen students, teachers,
institutions, and entrepreneurs. It is sup-
ported by the U.S. Government’s devel-
opment arm, the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).

The ‘21FOR21’ campaign concluded
with a photography competition calling in
submissions to capture “skillsin action”
at workplaces. The winners of the pho-
tography competition were awarded a
smartphone device provided by Airtel,
which could be utilised for work/study-
from-home purposes.

As aglobal initiative spearheaded by
Sri Lanka and adopted by the UN general
assembly in December 2014, WY SD also
serves as areminder to young people and
educators alike to cultivate demand-driv-
en, industry-focused, high quality techni-
cal and vocational skillsto generate youth
employability. According to the Sri Lanka
Labour Force Survey, only 30% of youth
aged 15-24 entered the labour force and
among these 21.4% were unemployed
which was 53.4% of the total unemploy-
ment rate in Sri Lanka (Department of
Census and Statistics, 2018).

From left: HNB Senior Manager - Bancassurance, Chandana
Waidyatilaka, HNB Assurance Head of Partnerships, Sanesh
Fernando, HNB Assurance CEO, Lasitha Wimalaratne, HNB
Assurance CEO, Prasantha Fernando, HNB DGM - Retail and
SME Banking, Sanjay Wijemanne, HNB AGM - Network Man-
agement, Vinodh Fernando, HNB Chief Manager/Head of
Personal Financial Services, Kanchana Karunagama and
HNB Senior Manager - Leasing, Niluka Amarasinghe

as Gold Sponsor

from on October 14-15, at
Shangri-La Hotel, Colombo

Sri Lanka Institute of
Information Technolo-

gy (SLIIT) has joined hands
with Computer Society of
Sri Lanka (CSSL) as the
Gold Sponsor for National
IT Conference-2020 (NITC-
2020), scheduled to be held

Sri Lanka.

NITC-2020, under the
theme “ Towards a Sustaina-
ble Digital Sri Lanka’ is
organized by CSSL for the
38th consecutive year.

Damith HettihewaVice President, CSSL, Uditha Gamage
Director Development and Engineering Service SLIIT,
Prabath S. Wickramaratne President CSSL, Heshan
Karunaratne Conference Chair/Assistant Secretary,

CSSL

Atlas introduces anti bacterial range at Colombo Book Fair

Atlas has introduced Sri Lanka's
first ever range of Anti-Bacterial
stationery.

As Sri Lanka's most loved learn-
ing brand and the largest brand of
stationery in the country, Atlasis
pioneering school supplies that cre-
ate a safe learning environment and
ensures that our children are pro-
tected.

The need for hygiene and safety
in the learning environment is more
important than ever before. With
schools having reopened, mothers
around the country are concerned
about their kids' health and safety.
This revolutionary range of prod-
uctshas been developed by Atlasin
partnership with SLINTEC (Sri
Lanka Institute of Nanotechnology)
andincorporates cutting-edge anti-
bacterial technology, developed in
Sri Lanka and proven to kill 99.9%
of bacteria on the surfaces of these
specialized books and pens.

The Atlas Anti-Bacterial range
was launched on September 18, at
Atlas Skills Factory, the company’s
flagship experience stall at the
Colombo International Book Fair
which is currently being held at the
BMICH in Colombo from Septem-
ber 18-27.

Speaking about the launch, Asi-
tha Samaraweera, Managing Direc-
tor at Atlas Axillia Co. said, “For
over 60 years, Atlas has been an
integral part of the learning journey
of millions of Sri Lankan children,
pushing innovation in the stationery
industry. Thus, we are very sensi-
tive to the needs of our consumers

Kaushali Kusumpala Head of Marketing at Atlas Axillia, Wimal
Gunaratne Additional Director at the Western Province Educa-
tion Department, Prasanna Upashantha Principal of D.S. Sena-
nayake College, Asitha Samaraweera Managing Director at Atlas
Axillia, Viraj Jayasooriya Director and COO Operations at Atlas
Axillia, Dr. Rangika De Silva Head of Technology Transfer, SLIN-

TEC, Dr. Azeez Mubarak Chief of

research and innovation, SLIN-

TEC and the other members of Development Teams from SLIN-
TEC and Atlas Axillia at the official launch of new Atlas Antibac-

terial Range

and always strive to be in sync with
their aspirations.”

Discussing the joint initiative,
Heminda Jayaweera COO of SLIN-
TEC commented, “We are proud to
launch anovel innovation on Anti-
bacterial coatings together with
Atlas, | would like to thank the
Atlas team for driving the commer-
cialization aspect of the project and
our scientists Dr. Sanjeewa, Dr. Ind-
unil, Sahan and Team for inventing
this product.”

The Atlas Anti-Bacteria range,

which is independently certified by
accredited bodies to prove their
efficacy, is one of many innovations
that Atlas has developed over the
years to revolutionize the stationery
industry in Sri Lanka.

Atlas has also spearheaded other
major efforts to get kids back to
school safely, including partnering
with the Ministry of Education to
promote good health and safety
practices in the classroom and
school environment through a
nationwide awareness campaign.

Singer Huawei September carnival offers discounts on laptops, smartphone

The exultant second run
of Singer Huawei Carnival
that awards discounts on
even new hi-tech gadgets
isnow on till end of Sep-
tember.

Huawei, the innovative
smartphone manufacturer
and Singer, the country’s
premier consumer durables
retailer have brought the
bargain surprise of laptops,
tabs and smartphones for
the rest of September.

Titled the Singer Hua-
wei Carnival 2020, the hi-
tech galawhich runsttill
September 30th at island-
wide Singer outlets brings
huge bargains on selected
Huawel laptops, tablets
and smartphones with
unmissabl e discounts rang-
ing from 7.5% to 20%!

Huawei’s range of

smartphones from flag-
ship to midrange and
entry level are available at
island wide Singer outlets
with a 7.5% discount. The
devicesin line for this
offer are Huawei P40 Pro
that comes with a Ultra
Vision Leica Quad Cam-
era setup with 50x Super
Sensing Zoom, Kirin 990
5G chipset and 40W
wired and wireless Hua-
wei Super Charge support,
Huawei Nova 7i that fea-
tures a48MP Quad Al
camera setup, Kirin 810
Al chipset, 4200mAh bat-
tery with 40W Huawel
Super Charge, Huawel Y9
(2019) that features a
6.59-inch Fullview dis-
play, Triple Camera setup-
15MP+8MP+2MP, 15MP
Selfie camera and

400mAh battery, Huawei
Y7 (2019) that features a
6.25-inch Dewdrop dis-
play, 4GB RAM + 64GB
ROM, 13MP Dua Cam-
era and 4000mAh battery,
Huawei Y 6P that features
a Triple camera setup,
4GB RAM +64GB ROM
and 5000mAh battery,
Huawei Y 6S that features
a3GB RAM +

[ T 64GBROM, Huawel Y5

(2019) that features a
5.71-inch Dewdrop dis-
play, 13MP Main camera,
5MP Selfie camera, Hua-
wei Y 5P that features a
2GB RAM + 32GB
ROM, 8MPHD Main
camera.

The leading global pro-
vider of information and
communications technol o-
gy (ICT) infrastructure
and smart devices Huawei
is committed to bring lat-
est technologies to every
person, home and organi-
sation for a fully connect-
ed, intelligent world.

As aglobal tech giant,
Huawei has been duly
recognized at renowned
awards ceremonies and
been constantly featured
in global brand rankings.
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Supun addresses the audience
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elieving that interpersonal relationships
hold society together, Perfect Prefects
features Head Prefects of Wickramabahu
Central College Gampola, Supun Dulan-
jana and Dinethra Ilanganthilake who see social
control as something very positive and liberat-
ing and something that leads to peace.
Today in the world we see so many teenagers
complaining about the constraints that are imposed
on them. Yet these two Head Prefects have been
trained by Wickramabahu Central Col-

SN lege to think differently. They believe

ately believes in loyalty and adhering to the
rules. He believes in a society where everyone
works for the common good and a society where
the welfare of the individual is safeguarded by the
belief in the common good. Drug addic-
tion is a terrible menace in society and
sadly is a result of a lack of constraint.
We see so many teenagers who have
ruined their lives using drugs simply
because they disregarded the warnings by

their parents and society.
“I believe in a society where people share
good qualities and have the correct attitude.
Altruism, thinking of others, opposition to any-
thing that is unethical and patriotism are con-
cepts that appeal to me. I also strongly believe in
\ loyalty to society. Above all I feel that you

The Principal pins the badge on Supun

i

STANDING
UP FOR
PEACE! .

Wickramabahu
Central College,
Gampola
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l If everyone thinks of the welfare
/ of others, we could create a beautiful
world,” explains Dulanjana. R

Respecting his parents is something else that
| Dulanjana believes in. His parents have always been
there for him. Their guidance and advice has helped
him throughout his life. For this he is always grateful. And
it is not just his parents he is grateful to. His teachers have
always been there to steer him along the correct path.

“The reason for my success is the influence of my parents and
teachers. They have always been my shadow. I think their unwaver-
ing support has helped me to achieve my objectives,” said Dulan-
jana.

Too often we are too proud to seek help. However, he is intelli-
gent enough to know when he needs help and intelligent to know
that he needs someone else’s help. He points out that he tries to
handle problems by first practicing patience. Then, depending on
the outcome he will decide whether he should ask for help.

The life of a soldier is something he is taking quite seriously. He
states that he wishes to join the military service in order to serve
his country. A patriot, he puts his country first. He obeys the rules
that bind society together. He points out that he admires two men
who lived during two different eras. One is King Dutugemunu and
the other is the President of Sri Lanka Gotabaya Rajapaksha. Both
are military men. Both are leaders of Sri Lanka. Both are patriots.
He points out that he admires them because of their bravery and
dedication to mother Lanka.

Dulanjana has many outside interests. He engages in sports like
hiking, playing football and cycling. He is a great fan of Sherlock
Holmes. He says that Holmes helps him to think logically. He is also
into movies and really enjoys Harry Potter.

“The present society we live in, is somewhat different from the
( past. So, we have to be very selective. There are so many vices and

ISHARA JAYAWARDANE

that being kept within particular limits
can be for your own good.
Head Boy Supun Dulanjana, passion-

~— TN, ~— —

pitfalls in life. We must always strive to do what is right. It is impor-
tant that we do not possess false values, and that we possess true
values,” pointed out Dulanjana.

Head Girl, Dinethra Ilanganthilake believes in composure. Par-
ticularly in times of stress she maintains composure under stress.
Her key feature is patience. She has trained herself to be patient and
has learnt to wait for the desired outcome. She has learnt to regu-
late her emotions and control her actions.

Another one of her qualities she says is listening. Not all of us are
good listeners. But it is something Ilanganthilake has trained her-
self to do. If we learn to listen, we will find that we can learn some-
thing of value.

“An eye for eye only ends up making the whole world blind -
Mahatma Gandhi.

“Creating an altruistic society where everyone is treated equally
is a belief I cherish. This is because when I look at the world around

me, I see so many things that are terrifying. I see war and the fear

of war and conflict. I see rivalry between people escalating to the
point where people engage in such immoral and unethical behavior.
I see these attempts to outdo each other resulting in such strife.
Anger or bitter disagreement results in such sorrow,” explained
Ilanganthilake.

She states that her interest is in pursuing a career in Agricul-
ture. Sri Lanka has a rich agricultural history dating back more
than 2500 years. It was not just an economic activity but a way

of life that shaped the society, culture, religion and economy.

need to be a good citizen. When I
look at the world, I see problems
like unemployment, drug addic-
tion, poverty and families falling

apart.

HEAD BOY OF WICKRAMABAHU CENTRAL COLLEGE

SUPUN DULANJANA
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\ tudes which are very difficult to change. But we still
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- HEAD GIRL OF WICKRAMABAHU CENTRAL COLLEGE

DINETHRA ILANGANTHILAKE

% Wickramabahu Central Colege Prefect Board

Agriculture
is an interconnect-
edness of nature and
human life. Her main interest is
in the latest technology when it
comes to Agriculture and she wishes to
do her part for the agricultural sector in Sri
Lanka.

“I feel in society we need to try and change atti-

need to try. Some people I admire are CWW
Kannangara and Anagarika Dharmapala.
Kannangara and Dharmapala did a lot for
Sri Lanka and helped create a society
where people were uplifted through their

actions. Kannangara helped change the

lives of so many children through his

movement for free education while Dhar-

mapala created a spiritual force doing a

great service for Buddhism,” added
Ilanganthilake.

Ilanganthilake values knowledge. The books
she has read has enabled her to understand the
realities of life and understand the value of disci-
pline. It has also enabled her to understand the impor-
tance of thinking intelligently.

¥

The Principal pins the badge on Dinethra




Grace Cancer Run celebrates a
decade with 2020 Virtual Run

ccording to
the World
Health Organi-
zation 9.6 mil-
lion people died of cancer
in 2018 making it the sec-
ond leading cause of death
globally. With the COVID-
19 pandemic taking cen-
tre stage currently many
have forgotten that an age
old silent killer is taking
as many lives.

The annual Grace Can-
cer Run which aims to
create awareness regard-
ing cancer commemorates
its 10th year in 2020.
Organized annually by the
Grace Cancer Foundation
this year’s VIRTUAL RUN
will be held on October 10
in more than 100 nations
around the globe.

Titled “Race for Grace”
this year, the run is held in
3 categories of 5km, 10km
and 21.1km and registra-
tions can be done online
at www.gracefoundation-
gi.org/race

Speaking on this year’s
race Sri Lanka’s Race
Ambassador and the
Founder of Nehemiah
Consultants and Foodies
Lanka Sanura Guna-
wardana noted, “The
Grace Cancer Run aims to
create awareness on a bat-
tle that we have been
fighting for many years.
Cancer has already taken
so many lives and despite
the millions of dollars
worth of research done
globally we are yet to find
a permanent cure or solu-
tion. It is also a disease
that affects anyone and

|y

Sri Lanka’s Race Ambassador Sanura Gunawardana with
his Indian Counterpart World-Record-holder Dr.Benny

Prasad

everyone without dis-
crimination of any kind.
In Sri Lanka, we have
thousands who suffer
daily without access to
treatment, funds and the
right information. As a
former athlete who com-
peted in 8 different sports,
I feel this is a great oppor-
tunity for Sri Lanka’s ath-
letic and non-athletic
community to come
together and support a
cause that personally
moves me. We hope that
the Grace Run can not
only create awareness but

also help to degenerate
much needed funds for
treating cancer stricken
patients who need it the
most”.

Cancer is a leading
cause of mortality in Sri
Lanka. According to the
Registrar General's
Department, the annual
cancer mortality rate
increased from 27.9 per
100,000 people in 1985 to
43.6 per 100,000 in 2003.
These numbers are stag-
gering to say the least and
have kept increasing as
lifestyles evolve to a faster

pace. A large number of
cancer patients in Sri
Lanka also go unrecorded
as many do not seek treat-
ment or have no access to
it in the most rural com-
munities.

The Grace Cancer
Foundation was estab-
lished in 2008 by Julie
Pfeifer and Lisa Willman,
two Grand Island,
Nebraska breast cancer
survivors who had a heart-
felt need and desire to
help local cancer patients
and their families in their
fight with this deadly dis-
ease.

The organization was
originally named The
GRACE Foundation, with
GRACE standing for
GRand Island Area Can-
cer Endowment. In 2018,
for the organization's 10th
Anniversary, it was re-
named GRACE Cancer
Foundation. Julie and
Lisa's hope is to provide
not only emotional sup-
port, but funds available
through GRACE to assist
with unique financial obli-
gations and unmet needs
for those fighting ALL
types of cancer.

This year’s Grace Run
in Sri Lanka is also sup-
ported by Creative Casa
who are on board support-
ing the cause with their
creative genius.

For more information
on this year’s Grace Can-
cer Run you can visit the
official race website or fol-
low Sanura on https://
www.instagram.com/
gunawardanasanura/

COUN

IRY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2020

REVAMPING
VOCATIONAL TRAINING

Text and pictures by
I L M RIZAN,

Addalaichenai Central Corr

he  Sainthamaruthu

Vocational  Training

Centre (VTC) which

functions under the
Vocational Training Authority of
Sri Lanka and the Skill Develop-
ment,

Vocational Education, Research
and Innovation Ministry held its
awards ceremony for those who
obtained their National Vocational
Qualifications (NVQ), at the Bawa
Royal Reception Hall in Saintha-
maruthu recently.

Sainthamaruthu  Vocational
Training Centre (VTC) Officer In-
Charge (OIC) M M Udumalebbe
chaired the event. Former Law and

Order Ministry Additional Secre-
tary A L M Saleem graced the occa-
sion as the Chief Guest.

56 students received their NVQ
certificates on completion of their
ICT Technician, Plumber and Elec-
trician courses of training.

The District Vocational Training
Centre Deputy Director M B Nal-
eem, Vocational Training Authority
of Sri Lanka Training Officer M M
Wazeem, Programme Officer M M
Mouzoon, Tax and Evaluation
Officer M I M Magbool, former
ICT Instructor S M Siyath, Sain-
thamaruthu Divisional Secretariat
Skill Development Officer A
Issadeen,

Instructor (Graphic Design) M
H M Hazeer and Instructor (Plumb-
ing) S Abul Hassan were present.
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Vice Principal R Herathge hoists the flags

Head Prefect garlands the Minister

Text and pictures by

RUZAIK FAROOK
inister of Justice and distin-
guished old boy of Zahira Col-
lege Colombo President Council
Ali Sabry was felicitated at the College
Ghaffoor Hall recently. He was garlanded
by the Head Prefect of the College Aman

Azhar.

The welcome address was delivered by

TOWN & COUNTRY

Welcoming the Minister

Text and

pictures by

SUNIL GUNAWARDHANA,

Kundasale Group Corr

he Annual Inter-House Ath-

letic Meet of Colombo Interna-

tional School, Kandy, was held a

few months ago at Digana Sports
Complex. Vice Principal R Herathge was the
Chief Guest. Students had fun as they took

part in sports activities representing
the Blue, Red, Yellow and Green

Houses.

Encouraging

young achievers
to excel

olombo South
International
College,
Kalubowila,
ESOL - English Speakers of
other Languages class, Cam-

Principal Trizvity Mrikkar. He congratu-
lated and wished Minister Sabry.

Minister Sabry, Chairman of the Board
Governors Fowzul Hameed, and Deputy
Minister of Student Behavior Develop-
ment in the Student Parliament of the Col-
lege Nafee Casseem addressed the gather-
ing. The Principal also presented the
memento to Ali Sabry at this ceremony.

Secretary of the Board of Governors

Alavi Mukthar, Treasure Hilal Sanoon,
Members of the Board of Governors, Presi-
dent and Members of the Old Boys Asso-
ciation, Parents Teachers Association,
Deputy Principals, Vice Principals, Sec-
tional Heads, teachers and students were
presented.

Deputy Speaker of the Student Parlia-
ment Adhil Anan proposed the Vote of
Thanks.

bridge Young Learners English
Examination conducted by Cam-
bridge University of London awards
ceremony was held on September 2

at the College under the patronage of
the school Chairman/Managing Direc-
tor.Mangala Wijeyakularatne and our
Principal W Dunugama. The parents also

were present at the function. The achieve-
ments of the students are as follows.

Starter Class: Fathima Tazmeen Firzi

Mover Class : Aishath Shawash

Flyer Class: Mohamed Thalha Firzi,
Uhaisin Mohamed Ahsan, Almaan Alj,
Ageel Shafraz Kamaldeen.

Pet Class : Highest achievement
was class “B” by Aishath Reem

Class “C” - Aiman Mohamed, Aishath
Eashal, Savindu Samarasinghe, Sesandi
Vidanapathirana, Senithu Madiv, Shan-
chaya Vitharana, Lesanda Thillakeratne.

Text and pictures by
I L M RIZAN,

Addalaichenai Central Corr

M A Alfer Ahamed a Grade 11
student of Al-Hira Maha Vidyalaya,
Kattankudy coming under the pur-
view of Batticaloa Central Educa-
tional Zone has invented an auto-
matic water tap using waste materi-
als to wash hands at the entrance of
his school.

Eastern Province Governor Anu-
radha Yahampath appreciated the

inventor by calling him to the Gover-
nor’s Secretariat in Trincomalee. She
awarded him and related that such
people should be encouraged to pro-
ceed with their work.

Ahamed alsoexhibited an electric
hot plate at the exhibition of Young
Inventor at the University of Colom-
bo in 2019.

The Secretary of the Eastern Prov-
ince Governor, father of the student
and Provincial Correspondent M H
M Anver and others were present.
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Multitasking at a tender age

YENULI
BINARA

TAKES TUNES BY STORM!

oy

Receiving her award at Euro pop 2019 in Berlin

SURESHNI PILAPITIYA

n today’s TnC we present Yenuli Binara Dewage, a smart 11-year-
old who is in her 7th grade. Yet she seems to have received a con-
siderable number of achievements for her age.

She has attended the London Music College, Sultanate of Oman,
and have successfully completed a course on The Art of Persuasive writing
and Public speaking held at the Harvard University, (successfully complet-
ed at that) and she participated at the i-sing International Singing competi-
tion 2019 held at Stockholm, Sweden. 42 contestants participated at the
event. Yenuli represented Oman at this event. As a result of her talent, she
won the 1st runners up award and the best audience performer award.

She also performed at the Euro pop 2019 —Berlin, Germany, attended
by all European countries, with her representing the Sultanate of Oman,
which is indeed an honor for Sri Lanka. She won a special jury award for
singing performance, becoming the best singer in Europe, and holds a spe-
cial Music Diploma for singing performance.

Her other achievements include, in public speaking, leader of the win-
ning champion team, and the best debater, (Inter House Debate Competi-
tion —Sri Lankan School — Muscat 2019/2020, Sri Lankan School Cham-
pionship of Public Speaking -2019/20, Championship (Junior) Sinhala
Language, Championship (Junior) English Language, Oman Gavel Cham-
pionship of public speaking -2019 —Sultanate of Oman (participated by 37
Gavel Club Contestants) ,1st runners up —International Speech category.
Her talent in public speaking includes more such as the Inter house debate
competition Sri Lankan School -Muscat -2016/2017, and member of the
winning champion team.

Her latest song, ‘Wake up mom’ has made her even more special, and

Online
violin
recital

com.

made her quite popular on you tube and get quite a number of views.
The song consists of serious content dedicated to the planet earth,
and this is what she refers to as ‘Wake up mom’ because she refers
to planet earth as a ‘mother’. Yenuli sings it so passionately, full
of energy and emotion, that she has succeeded in conveying her
message to the audience, that is, to stop polluting and destroy-
ing the beautiful nature and environment, wildlife and the natu-
ral habitat. She sings with a strong and passionate voice, with
facial expressions and movements according to the occasion,
which is amazing for a youngster of her age. The music video
shows the destruction, and the harm humans have caused the
planet, under the name of development. The video shows more
clips showcasing the demolished surroundings and environment.
And at the beginning, covered with greenery, the earth can be seen
in the form of a woman.

Q:TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY.

My name is Yenuli Binara. I am 11 years old. I was born in Sri Lanka
but I currently live in Oman. I study in grade 7, Sri Lankan School
Muscat in Oman.

I have four members in my family: my father (Prashan Rasanjaya),
my mother (Dilrukshi Dewage), my brother (Rithika Bimsilu), and
me.

0: YOU HAVE ACHIEVED QUITE A LOT FOR AN 11-YEAR-
OLD, THROUGH SPEECH, DRAMA AND MUSIC.

I feel very happy, about that because I earned all these glories
with my hard work and dedication towards my goal.

0: TELL US ABOUT YOUR NEW SONG ‘WAKE UP
MOM’ WHICH WAS JUST RELEASED. HOW WAS IT
CREATED?

This is my first original song. From the beginning of
my childhood I love the nature. When I see the
danger, which is being caused to the nature %
and animals, I feel a sense of sadness which %

I can’t bare within myself. I felt that as human

beings if we continue to do the wrong thing, we
will be getting closer to the destruction of Mother
Nature.

About that sometimes I wrote, gave speeches,
drew picture but I approach only few people. So I
thought a way in few minutes to give this message
to all the busy people all over the world. Finally, all
my feeling about our mother nature I wrote as a song.

No matter how much we say about pollution we say
people will not feel much about it so I took mother as
an example because everyone loves their mother and
nobody likes to see their mother dying. I used that feel-
ing as a help to make people realize our Mother Nature

Receiving her award
at the Oman Gavel
Championship 2019
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Yenuli Binara Dewage

is in danger. I matched every body part of our mother
with the nature body parts.

I record the melody I got in my mind when I was writing it.

When I wrote the song I first got advice from my music teacher who is in
USA, Yildrys Furones who is a music professor at ISA, University of the
Arts. The music director Tharindu Jayathilaka uncle made the song more
beautiful by making the music arrangements and composition of the song
and his orchestra: Buddika Perera uncle, Manjula Kaluarachchi uncle and
Nalina Kashmeera uncle.

I can’t forget my loving father and mother, and my brother who all sup-
ported me continuously as a shade from the beginning until the end of
my song. My brother Rithika Bimsilu gave me lots of creative ideas when
making the song

0: WHO GUIDED YOU TO DOWELL IN PUBLIC SPEAKING AND ARTS?

In public speaking, I started it when I was in grade three in school, I
first participate in that time as a member of the junior debate team and we
won the championship. During that time my mother guided me in public
speaking, after that my school teachers also encouraged and gave advices
to me. The Oman toastmasters and DTM’s (Distinguished Toastmasters)
gave me a lot of advices, encouragements and compliments.

My mother helped me at the very beginning of my music journey and
later my music teachers from London Music College (Oman branch) and
my music teacher Yildrys Furones in USA are helping me.

0: WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR
FAVORITE MOMENT SO FAR?

I have a few favorite mo-
ments in my life, and my most
favorite is the day I released my first original song.

The days I got i-Sing World Awards (Sweden) and the Euro pop awards
(Germen), public speaking competition awards are also important to me
because they are times that I get valued to myself but in the day I released
my first original song, was a very important for me because it was the day
I gave a good message to the world.

0: HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO DESCRIBE YOURSELF?

I would like to be called as a simple girl who loves the nature and does
something new to give a message to the world while taking our Sri Lankan
qualities and trying to do a good service to the world from my abilities.

Q:WHAT DO YOU HOPETO DO IN FUTURE?

I like to be a person who does s good profession for living and to give a
good service to the world using my all abilities.

I wish to thank the Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman Omar Lebbe
Ameerajwad who always encourages me every time.

he Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre
(SVCC), High Commission of India,
Colombo, will be holding an Online
Violin Recitalby Isuru Dayantha Kon-
dasinghe on September 23 at 6 p.m. on

SVCC, Colombo FACEBOOK page https://www.

facebook.com/ICCRSriLanka.

Isuru Dayantha Kondasinghe completed his BPA
(Special) in 2011 with First class and MPA (in Music)
in 2015 with First class at the University of Visual and
Performing Arts, Sri Lanka. He is presently reading for
Ph.D. in Music from Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidya-
laya, Khairagarh, India. He has participated in national
and international festivals and events, and received
awards both at nation and international levels. Several
of his research works are published, such as the book
titled “Bharathiya Violin Vadana Kalawa”. Currently, he
is working as an Assistant Lecturer at National Institute
of Education, Department of Aesthetic Education.

All are cordially invited to attend. For further details
contact the Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre on tel-
ephone no: 2684698 and Email: iccrcolombo2@gmail.

Text and picture by RUZAIK FAROOK
ddamavadi Retired Education Omar.
Officer M J Salaman Wahab’s chil- Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna Muslim Federa-
dren songs CD launching ceremo- tion National Organizer and Former Provincial
ny was held at the Al Imtiyaz Councilor A L M Uvais, journalist and writer
Conference Hall, Maradana, Colombo Musdeen Mohamed, Hameed Al Husseini Col-
recently. Student of Kanza College Umar lege Staff Shamila Musdeen and Salman Wahab
Khan received the copy of the CD from were also present.

y- i

Tower Hall Foundation Director Hassim

Children’s
songs CD
launch
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Government Notice
National Consumer Price Index

EXTENTION OF

BID DOUCMENT ISSUING AND Compute by the Deparment of s ' MINISTRY OF WATER SUPPLY Vs AN
Ret ]
BID CLOSING DATE (s 2013100 2% NATIONAL WATER SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD =7
It is hereby notified for general information that —
. the National Consumer Price Index computed by
the Department of Census and Statistics for the ADDEHDUM = 2 Tﬂ [H'U'ITATIDH FDH BIDS “FE]
month of August 2020 was 137.8 (One Hundred
and Thirty Seven point Eight).
Date 1 2N 2020
Dr. .R. Bandara,
Director General of Census and
nd Statistics Loan No. & Title : ADE Loan 3029-5R;
Date: 2219 September 2020 Department of Census and Statistics, ADB Assi G Cilambe r & ter t
. . P.O. Box. 121, sted Greater Water & Wastewater Managemen
Loan and Title: 3699—SR_I: Science and Technology Human Battaramulla. Improvement Investment Programme - Project 2
Resource Development Project 21st September 2020
Contract No. and Title: MOHE/STHRD/SJ-E7 -Procurement Contract Mo, : GCWWMIIP/ADB/VEHUNAW/ICB/35
of Mechatronic Data Processing and Automation Equipment
8 auip Title 1 Supply B delivery of crew cabs with sultable platforms to

for the Department of Mechanical Engineering, Faculty of

Engineering, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka accommedate water tanks (30 nos), water bowsers [10 nos) and
orrection Notice accessories

1. Reference the Paper advertisement published on

Newspapers “Daily News”, “Dinamina” and “Thinakaran” Wattala Mabola Urban Council This Addendum modifies the original Invitation for Bid (IFB) for the Procurement of goods for the “Supply &
on 27th August 2020 for the above contract. delivery of crew cabs with suitable platforms to accommodate water tanks (30 nos), water bowsers (10
2. Bidding document issuing date and bid closing dates are Computerizing Office Work - nos) and accessories” published in Daily News, Dinamina, Nawamani newspapers and Kational Water Supply
extended as follows; Second Stage and Drainage Board website on 12™ August 20200 All the requirements of the Addendum 2 are hersin made a
Bid document issuing date:05th October 2020 at 15.00 hrs Reference the above advertisement part of the bidding documaent. The Addandum-1 (Pre-bid meeting minute with respontes for clarification) shall
Bid closing date: 06th October 2020 at 14.30 hrs which appeared on page 28 of the Daily :;t:f.lﬁt:d from Tender Branch, Mational Water Supply & Drainage Board [NW5D@), Galle Road,

3. All the other conditions remain unchanged Newspaper dated September 2, 2020, the g
Chairman date and time of pid opening which d'oes The deadline for bld submission has been extended up to 10:00 A.M [Local Time) on 07" October 2020. The
not appear therein due to an oversight period for the ssuing of bidding document is until 6 October 2020 during 09,00 hours to 15.00 hours on

Department Procurement Committee

University of Sri Jayewardenepura must be taken in as 2.15 p.m. on nommal working days.
Gangodawila 29.09.2020. . . _
To be eligible and qualiffed for & contract award, the successful bidder shall fulfill the revised gualification
Nl}gegoda Chairman, Wi a5 given below.
$ri Lanka. Wattala Mabola Urban Council.
220d September 2020 Telephone No. 011-2932275 ¥ Successfully Compebeted as the main supplier within last five (05] Years, Supply and delivery of 165 Million

valued crew cabs and water / fuel bowsers with nature, and complexity similar to the scope of supply
described in section 6 (Schedule of Supplyl.
,r""'rﬁ’k] +  The Bidder shall dermonstrate that the goods offered
Lﬁ o been available of spare parts and services of similar equipment in 5r Lanka for the past Ten [10] years.
= o been sold a minimum of 1000 Nos of vehicles (any type) during last ten [10] years;

o been in we for the guoted similar type or models of vehicles in South Asis for a minimurn of ten (10)

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY years {should have proven record of suitability for local and climatic conditions in Sowth Asia).
REGISTRATION OF SUPPLIERS FOR THE YEAR 20271 [ Fthtshiheiasistsish ittt

Chairman
Applications are hereby invited from recognized Manufacturers, Distributors, Companies, Corporations and Department Procurement Committee (DPC) I‘

Co-operative Societies who wish to register themselves with the Sri Lanka Ports Authority for the supply of goods National ms"m and n'l"lll'lm Board

in undermentioned categories for the Year 2021.

14 Grit blasting materials & foundry sand

15 Hoses (Hydraulic, Pneumatic fire, etc.)

16 Lubricants

17 Manila, polypropylene and nylon ropes

18 Mobile Phone

19 Office  stationery (including  computer

National Institute of Education

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
20 Paints - enamel & erpulsiqn, polishes, se‘aling
compounds, spray paints, filler pastes & thinner Supply. [ngtallation, Commissioning and Maintenance of 100kW Solar PV

for spray painting paints - marine quality & - - -
thinner for such paints Roof Top System for National Institute of Education, Meepe
21 Porcelain item, Sanitaryware
22 Road paving materials (metal, asphalt & asphalt
concrete) cegment and other cement accessories Contract No: NIE/EE/2019/74
23 Rubber & vulcanized products
24 Safety item equipment & fire fighting equipment,
diving equipment and other accessories

1 Batteries, lead, acid & other types

2 Bearings for Machinery and equipment

3 Building materials (Bricks, all types of tiles,
cement blocks, sand & lime etc., PVC pipe,
fittings and other PVC products, roofing &
ceiling sheets)

4 Chemicals, industrial chemicals, carbolic &
laundry soap, detergents and disinfectants -
pesticides, weed Kkiller, etc.

5 Clothing materials and uniforms

6 Computers, computer spares, toner, fax
machines, photocopy, printers and software
packages

7 Electrical appliances (all household electrical
items) video & audio equipment & air-
conditioners, refrigerators and spares

8 Electrical cables, and telecommunication cable

9 Electrical control system accessories, electrical

1. Nationa Institute of Education invites seadled bids from suitable suppliers for Supply,
Installation, commissioning and Maintenance of 100kW Solar PV Roof Top System for NIE,

fittings and accessories 25 Spare parts for all vehicles, radiator & radiator Maharagama. Complete details are included in the bidding documents. Expected delivery
10 Electronic equipment including core period is 4 to 6 weeks from the letter of acceptance. Bidder shall quote for al the items and
telecommunication equipment & accessories for | 2¢ Spare parts for all types of cranes & earth moving the bid must be accompanied by abid Security as indicated below.
VHF equipment fork lifts, top lifts, prime movers, yard
11 Engineering tools & equipment, machines, tractors etc & spare parts for marine equipment Ser. Brief Description QTY Amount of Non-
pumps including power tools, gas and kitchen ' 57 gioo] and wooden furniture and all other No. Bid Security refundable
equipment, welding equipment, accessories & domestic furniture Cash Payment
consumables 28 Timber (Rs)) (Rs)
12 Footware - canvas and leather shoes, boots, 29 T & tub :
safety shoes etc. YIes & tubes 01 |Procurement of Supply, Installation, 01 175,000.00 4,500.00
13 General hardware including bolts & nuts, brass 30 Wire ropes ) ) . Commissioning & Maintenance of
fittings, pipes & fittings, metal plates, rods & , 31 Western and Ayurvedic medical equipment 100kW Solar PV Roof Top System for
profiles, wire mesh, brooms, coir ropes and 1 32 Printing of photography (including design/ National Institute of Education. M
editing), Laminating, Ply mounting, Framing ational Tnstitute o ucation, Vieepe

other coir products, brushes (wire brushes and

all types of paint brushes) glass sheet, fiber glass (Wooden), Albuming, Flex Printing, News Paper 2. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedure.
materials (GRP materials) & products, Plywood Printing, Media (Artworks / Banners / Stalls
board and MDF boards etc, valves Plagues) 3. A complete set of Bidding Documentsin English language and interested eligible bidder must
CONDITIONS be aregistered solar E’\/_service provider at_Sri Lanka Sustai pable Energy Authority (SLSEA)
and may purchase bidding documents during normal working days from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00
1. If the intended Supplier is a limited liability company, a copy of the certificate of Incorporation and if p.m. from the office of the " Engineering Services Department”, National Institute of
otherwise a copy of certificate of Registration should be attached to the application. Education, High Level Road, M aharagama on payment of a non-refundable fee Account

No. 607628 of the Director General at the Bank of Ceylon, Maharagama (The payment
method will be by cash). The deadline for inspection and issue of the bidding documents is
2.00 p.m. on 14.10.2020.

2. Separate applications for Registration should be forwarded for Category Nos. 1 to 32 mentioned above.
Applicants should clearly indicate in their applications the relevant Category Nos. for which the
Registration is sought. Application forms for Registration could be obtained between 9.00 a.m. and

03.00 p.m. on any working day up to 30.11.2020 from the Office of the Chief Manager (Supplies and . . . . . .
Material Management), Supplies & Material Management Division, Sri Lanka Ports Authority, 4. Pre-bid meeting will beheld at 10.00 a.m. on 05.10.2020 at Engineering Services Department,

No 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01 on payment of Rs. 1000/ = + VAT for each category for National I_nStitUte_ of Education, Maharagama. Bid_ders ae adVised_ to Visfit National _InStit_Ute
which the Registration is sought. (Request Letter). of Education, High-Level Road, Maharagama site after consulting Director Engineering
Services (Telephone No. 0117601600 or 0117601603) before pre bid meeting.

3. Quotations for the supply of goods will normally be called from the list of registered Suppliers. However
the Sri Lanka Ports Authority reserves the right to obtain quotations and make purchases from non- 5. Seded bids marked " Supply, Installation, Commissioning & Maintenance of 100kW
registered Suppliers as well. Solar PV Roof Top System for NIE" on the top left-hand corner of the envelope shall be

sent to reach the Procurement Division, National Institute of Education, Maharagama through

hand delivery or by registered post at or before 2.00 p.m. on 15.10.2020. Late bids will be

4. Names of registered Suppliers who fail to quote or forward samples promptly when requested or fail
to make deliveries within the specified time as per the purchase orders or who supply substandard

materials are liable to be struck off from the list of registered Suppliers of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority. rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing time in the presence of the bidders or bidders
representatives who desire to attend. All bids shall be accompanied by aBid Security of SLRs
5. All applications should be forwarded under Registered Cover and addressed to the Chief Manager 175, 000.00 and valid until 12.02.2021.
(Supplies and Material Management), Supplies and Material Management Division, Sri Lanka Ports
Authority, No. 45, Layden Bastian Road, Colombo 01 to reach him on or before 30.11.2020 with the 6. Further details may be obtained by calling telephone numbers 0117601600 or 0117601603
words "REGISTRATION OF LOCAL SUPPLIERS FOR 2021" written at the top left-hand corner of during office hours.
the envelope. Late Applications, without required supporting documents will not be entertained.
Applications could also be personally handed over at the Chief Manager (S&MM)'s Office. Director General,
6. Further information could be obtained by contacting the undersigned on Tel. Nos. 2323102, 2432866, P'OjBOX 21, . .
2328342, 2320250, 2482761. National Institute of Education,
M ahar agama.

Chief Manager (Supplies and Material Management)
Supplies Division

Sri Lanka Ports Authority

No. 45, Layden Bastian Road,

Colombo 01.
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WAGES BOARDS ORDINANCE | feie | TEACHING HOSPITAL, ANURADHAPURA

The rates of wages applicable to workers covered by the [ |iyasu  Tvssing R
decisions of th(.? following Wages Boards for the month of :"ﬂf‘ﬂﬂ ﬁ::m b PROCUREMENT NOTICE
July 2020 are given below. CP QL1451 BAMRI SUITO ARES BACRATLIA
N —— Sope Biinws SR || INVITATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF
MICAATLIVA
CONTRACTORS

- CPOC-M. BAJAI BUTO ARES
Commissioner General of Labour WITOR RINES

1. The Chairman, Regional Procurement Committee of Teaching Hospital, Anuradhapura will

receive applications from contractors of North Central Province who have been registered

Department of Labour, B RFT-HIRE  TAMAHE mAY 3N
Colombo 05. idrtieiidy Bl i
with Institute for Construction Training and Development as given in the following schedule
from 220d September 2020 up to 10.00 a.m. on 14th October 2020 for the registration of
maintenance contractors for the year 2021.

10.09.2020 5P RHO-ESSE TS STRBGER

Cocoa, Cardamon and
Pepper Growing &
Manufacturing Trade

RACAATLIR,
FERD/ GLAMIOL IGRATLINA
. NP ArL-AsaY
} Worker Daily  Rs. 858.69 ety
RAGRATLINA

:; ::fﬁ oatie s :T""':"'”" 2. Accordingly, application forms and other documents could be obtained from the Head
% In addition, the allowance payable in terms of the :: :;;.E :ﬁ. :Tm Office of the hospital up to 13.10.2020 on working.days of the week b(_etween 9.30 a.m.
Budgetary Relief Allowance Act, No. 36 of 2005 and the i mmm M"m and 3.00 p.m.. Necessary documents to prove qualifications and the receipt obt_alned from
Budeetary Relief All Act. No. 04 of 2016 should FRRAGN 2167 SRRCHE 450 BETTHCALO the hospital Shroff for the payment of due fees should be forwarded to obtain the said
u gt? ary Relie owance Act, No. 04 o shou CPRHOSOTL  NTW-NTWMELFEND ANTFIEALAK documents.
be pald to the workers by the Employer_ Further Dbl Confst uean Followorg Humben - -
Naendu Mendwnls T 0710110168 S/ . o enene Application
MutoPrassd  Kurunages Yard 171-7338443 No Subject Eligibility fees
Suganthan Bamlicaloa ward DAT2 S TS .
om o B e . m“jff:";fp — 1. | Registration of maintenance contractors for the Teaching C9 or Rs. 1,500.00
T e T T L L, Hospital, Anuradhapura for the year 2021 above
| e [ am rmeres A v 0 oo ey 9 PR PO W L I i YR
ﬁu RE1N AERET i )
FEI1, Bhvarmmapets Mawstba, Cofombo-ii. Tel) 25746425 For further particulars please contact telephone 025-2222261 - 107/113
THE COUNTRY'S Documents relevant to registration could be inspected free of charge during office hours. The
BREAKING LARGEST FOR P i he righ j licati .
BOUNDARIES RECRUITMENT R rocurement Committee reserves the right to accept or reject applications
DATABASE Chairman,
Regional Procurement Committee,
Teaching Hospital,
www.observerjobs.lk Anuradhapura.
Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine
Bids are invited by the Chairman, Ministry Procurement Committee "C1" of the Ministry of Health from registered V.  Letter (Origina) issued by the bankers of the contractor stating that Bank Overdraft Facilities for the values
institutions for the supply of cleaning services to the undermentioned hospitals and health institutions under the Ministry mentioned against each hospital / institution mentioned in the table below will be given (Certificate should be
of Health for Year 2020/2021. equivalent or morethan thetotal valueif the contractor is submitting quotationsfor several hospitals/institutions).
1. Following qualifications should have been fulfilled for this contract V1. Receipts obtained from the Central Bank of Sri Lanka/ Employees Trust Fund for making the contributions to
I. It should be an institution registered at least one year before the date of publication of this advertisement as an the Employees Provident Fund and Employees Trust Fund for all the employees engaged in service for the
institution supplying Cleaning Services under the Business Registration Act of Sri Lankaor under the Companies provision of Cleaning Services under the registered business name for the previous year and the C report
Act No. 07 of 2007. obtained for crediting to respective accountsin favour of the employees or documents pertaining to electronically
I1.  Should have at least one (01) year’s experience in agovernment / semi government or reputed private institution g)(()i(;l;tzeodzgayments including up to 30.06.2020 should be submitted. (For the last 12 months relevant to year
regarding supply of cleaning services and it should be proved by the letter granting the contract and the letters )
obtained from that institution. ) ) )
S o ) ) o o VIl. Documentary proofs should be submitted for the payment of VAT / Income Tax in the name of the Cleaning
1. Registration Certificate under Section 08 of the Public Contracts Act (Separate Registration Certificates should Company for the previous year of assessment. (Documentary proofs should be submitted to the effect that VAT/
be submitted for respective hospitals and indtitutions) Income Tax has been paid in the name of the Company in case of Limited Liability Companies and in the name
IV. Assets Certificate in Form General 170 (original) obtained from the Divisional Secretary within 06 months to of al partners for sole proprietorship / partnership businesses). (For year 2018/2019 only)
the values mentioned below relevant to the hospitals and health institutions (Certificate should be equivalent or
more than the total valueif the contractor is submitting quotations for several hospitals/institutions). Further, the VIII. ABid Bond valid for 119 days from the closing date of bids drawn in favour of the Secretary, Ministry of Health,
annual value as per the hospital/ingtitution for which you are applying for is as follows): No. 385, Suwasiripaya, Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha, Colombo 10 obtained from a Financial
Annual Value Institution / Insurance Institution approved by the Central Bank of Sri Lankato thevalueof Rs. ......... should
- be submitted. (As per Annexure Form 01) (Should be valid from 13.10.2020 until 08.02.2021)
1 Minigtry of Health / Teachi ng Rs. 1,000,000.00
Hospitals and General Hospitals 2. Bid applications may be obtained from the Procurement Branch (New Building) of the Ministry of Health, No. 26, 2nd
. - Floor, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo 10 between 9.00 am. & 2.00 p.m. on working days from 22.09.2020 until
2 E?;i?acl) Spltals and District Rs.500,000.00 12.10.2020. Receipt obtained from the Shroff of this ministry for the payment of non refundable fee for each hospital/
institution as mentioned in the schedule below and the letter of request for Bid Documents should be submitted for
3. Health Institutions Rs. 300,000.00 obtaining bid documents.
Value of Value of Credit Bid Bid Value of Value of Credit Bid Bid
Ser. Name of Hospital Tender Assets Facilities Securit Document Ser. Name of Hospital Tender Assets Facilities Securit Document
No. s No. Certificate (Rs) (Rs) y Fee No. » No. Certificate (Rs) (Rs) y Fee
(Rs) (or not below) (Rs.) (Rs) (or not below) ’ (Rs)
National Hospital — National Blood Transfusion MH/PB/
21 . . 300,000.00 295,819.51 119,000.00 3,500.00
01 | Bandaranaike Building and area Clli/}OH]{/F;%/ZO 1,000,000.00 950,925.62 381,000.00 3,500.00 Service, Narahenpita CL/21/2020 ' ’ ’ ’
surroundin i i
nang__ op | National Insitute for Non MHPB/ | 50000000| 1,189464.04| 476,00000| 3,500.00
Teaching Hospital — Kandy MH/PB/ Infectious Diseases, Angoda CL/22/2020
02 . 1,000,000.00 4,023,771.16 | 1,610,000.00 | 20,000.00 - -
(Section 1) CL/02/2020 Teaching Hospital, MH/PB/
- - 23 1,000,000.00 3,761,503.60 | 1,505,000.00 | 20,000.00
Teaching Hospital, Kandy — MH/PB/ Anuradhapura CL/23/2020
03 Section I (Nursing School) CL/03/2020 1,000,000.00 271,223.13 109,000.00 | 3,500.00 MH/PB/
i 24 | Dental Hospital, Peradeniya 500,000.00 273,296.90 110,000.00 |  3,500.00
Teaching Hospital, Kandy — MH/PB/ CL/24/2020
04 | Section Il (Hospital Grounds 1,000,000.00 778,915.66 312,000.00 3,500.00 . . . MH/PB/
25 | Teaching Hospital, Peradeniya 1,000,000.00 1,040,040.00 | 417,000.00 | 3,500.00
and Drain System around) CL/04/2020 INg Fosp! 'y CL/25/2020
. MH/PB/ . MH/PB/
05 | General Hospital, Hambantota CL/05/2020 1,000,000.00 2,447,572.67 980,000.00 | 12,500.00 26 | General Hospital, Polonnaruwa CL/26/2020 1,000,000.00 3,169,048.77 | 1,268,000.00 | 20,000.00
Teaching Hospital, Mahamodera | MH/PB/ 27 | Generdl Hospital, NuwaraEliya | MH™B/ |1 00000000 |  2:37500000| 95000000 | 12,500.00
06 and Nursing School CL/06/2020 1,000,000.00 454,881.87 182,000.00 | 3,500.00 Spital, Ya | o jo7/2000 | 0% 375, ) )
National Centre for Nephrology
07 | Teaching Hospital, Karapitiya CBOH;/F;%/ZO 1,000,000.00 |  2,694,642.01 | 1,078,000.00 | 20,000.00 28 | Dialysis and Kidney Transplant, | _H/PB/ 300,000.00 45821653 | 184,000.00| 3,500.00
MR/PB/ Maligawatta, Colombo 10 CL/28/2020
08 | Medica Supplies Division 300,000.00 329,596.42 132,000.00 | 3,500.00 National Programme on Veneral MH/PB/
CL/08/2020 9
v e 29 Di and AIDS Control CL/29/2020 300,000.00 103,994.30 42,000.00 |  3,500.00
pexsna Hospital, aragama, -
09 . . 1,000,000.00 1,009,421.58 | 404,000.00 | 3,500.00
Rasavi Medical Complex CL/09/2020 3o | Ord Hedth Institute, MHIPBI 1 300,000.00 22150610 |  89,000.00| 3,500.00
VIR/PB/ Maharagama CL/30/2020
10 | Teaching Hospitd, Jaffna CL/10/2020 1,000,000.00 1,959,831.74 784,000.00 | 12,500.00 2 Base Hospital, Kalmunai MH/PB/ 300,000.00 2,025,005.63 811,000.00 | 12,500.00
(North) CL/31/2020
Teaching Hospital and Nursing MH/PB/
1 School, Kurunegala CL/11/2000 | 1:000.000.00 | 2,494,097.63 |  998,000.00 | 1250000 (3 Duly perfected bids may either be sent by regzjstered post addressed to * Chairman, Ministry Procurement Committee
- - ‘CI’, Ministry of Health, (New Building), 2% Floor, No. 26, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo 10" or deposited in
12 National Eye Hospital, Colombo | MH/PB/ 1,000,000.00 599,603.34 240,000.00 | 3,500.00 the Tender Box kept at the Office of the Additional Secretary, (Procurement), 2d Floor, New Building, Ministry of
10 CL/12/2020 Health or handed over to receive before 10.00 am. on 13.10.2020. The caption ‘Provision of Cleaning Services for
Judicial Medical Officer and MH/PB/ the oo, Hospital/Institute for Year 2020/2021" should be mentioned on the left hand top corner of the
13 | Institute of Toxicology, CL/13/2020 300,000.00 72,384.10 29,000.00 3,500.00 envelope containing the bid. Late bids will be rejected.
Colombo 10 4. Separate bids should be submitted for each institution for the provision of cleaning services to the Hospitals and
' MH/PB/ Institutions under the Ministry of Health and the original of the required documents may be submitted with one bid
14 | General Hospital, Kalutara CL/14/2020 1,000,000.00 1,887,346.33 755,000.00 | 12,500.00 and the certified copies may be submiitted with other bids.
15 Natiqnal Hospital for _ MH/PB/ 1,000,000.00 115143967 | 461,00000| 350000 5 Bidsshould bein duplicate in separate covers marked ‘original’ and *duplicate’ and submitted, reinserted in asingle
Respiratory Diseases, Welisara | CL/15/2020 envelope.
16 | Teaching Hospital, Kantale N}H//F;Bg 300,000.00 694,147.50 278,000.00 3,500.00 | ) 6. Bids will be received up to 10.00 am. on 13.10.2020 at the Office of the Additional Secretary (Procurement), 2nd
CL/16/2020 Floor, New Building, Ministry of Health, No. 26, Sri Sangargja Mawatha, Colombo 10. Bids will be opened
17 Col ombo North Teaching MH/PB/ 1,000,000.00 2,538739.73 20,000.00 |mmed|ately after closi ng of bidsand the bi dd(.er. or his authorized representative may be present at the time of opening
Hospital, Ragama CL/17/2020 1,016,000.00 of bids. For further details, please call the Additional Secretary (Procurement). (Tel. Nos. 011-2112713, 011-2112717)
1g | L2dy Ridgeway Children’s MH/PB/ 1000,000.00| 311537046 | 1.247,000.00| 20,0000 |{ 7- Procurement Committee reserves the right to accept or reject relevant bids in full or part thereof.
Hospital, Colombo 08 CL/18/2020 .
MH/PB/ Chairman
19 | Leprosy Hospital, Hendala CL/19/2020 500,000.00 163,800.00 66,000.00 | 3,500.00 | § Ministry Procurement Committee “C1”
_ — Procurement Division
Public Hedlth Building Ministry of Health, (New Building)
gg | Complex (Other institutions MHPB/ | 300,000.00 190,300.09|  77,000.00| 3,500.00 | { Second Floor, ,
including Anti Malaria CL/20/2020 No. 26, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha,
Campaign) Colombo 10.
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SG BIB-2102 Honda
Navi, 2017, motor-
cycle for highest of-
fer. Vallibel Finance
PLC, No.310, Galle

122)] Road, Colombo-03.
Tel: 0711 210810.

2
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Internal & External Repainting Work of Girls' Hostel

"B" & "C" at University of Moratuwa
Contract/Bid No.: UM/CWS/MD/CIVIL/2019/41

1. The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the University of
Moratuwa now invites sealed bids from eligible & qualified bidders for Internal & External
Repainting Work of Girls' Hostel "B" & "C" at University of Moratuwa as described below:

Location of Project:

The Premises of the University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa.

The construction period is 150 Days. Approximate Cost Estimate is LKR. 6.9 Million
(excluding VAT and Contingencies).

M/Cycles & 055832
WAVLEEES
For sale
SG BHQ-8911 TVS Repeat
NTORA, 2019,
motorcycle for Your ad
highest offer. Val- For
libel Finance PLC,
No.310, Galle Better
Road, Colombo 03. Offers
Tel: 0711-210810.
055828
PROCUREMENT NOTICE
ATTANAGALLA

PRADESHIYA SABHA

It is hereby kindly notified that the closing
date of acceptane of bids / quotations
in procurement notice as given in the
newspaper advertisement of Dinamina,
in its page 27, published on 11.09.2020,
pertaining to calling quotations for the
purchase of materials, required for the
"Sisu Diriya" programme, to be conducted
by the Attanagalla Pradeshiya Sabha is to
be amended as 30.09.2020.

Chairman,
Attanagalla Pradeshiya Sabha.

AUCTION SALE OF
UNREDEEMED

PAWNED ARTICLES

The Ambaangoda Multipurpose
co-operative Society Limited,
being the representative of the
People's Bank, shall sell by Public
Auction the articles pawned at their
Batapola, Gonapinuwala, Aluthwala,
Meetiyagoda, Ambalangoda,
Karuwalabedda, Nindana, Thilakapura
Rural Banks up to 31st December
2018 inclusive of that date and yet
unredeemed as at 09th October 2020
Ambalangoda head office premises of
the Ambalangoda Multipurpose Co-
operative Society Limited of following
address commencing at

10th, 11th, 17th October 2020 at 9.00 a.m.

General Maneger,
Ambalangoda M .P.C.S. Ltd.,
264, Main Street,
Ambalangoda.

T.P. 091-2258220/091-2254729
2020.09.19

2. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure. However,
limited to the bidders who are registered within the administration boundary of the Western
Province.

3. To be eligible for the award of the contract, the successful bidder shall not have been black
listed and shall be registered in the Building Construction Field Grade C7 or higher OR
Specialized field of Floor, Wall & Ceiling Finishes (FW&C) Grade SP4 or higher grade with
the Construction Industry Development Authority (CIDA), valid until the date of award.

4. Qualification requirements to qualify for awarding the contract include:

e Average of the annual volume of construction work performed in the last three years
shall be at least LKR. 25,000,000/-.

e Experience in similar nature and size of works to a value of LKR. 7,000,000/- or above
in one contract, either in Public Sector or Private Sector over the last 3 years.

5. Interested bidders may obtain further information SAR Capital Works & Services (Tel:
011-2651594) and any specific technical information of the job from Works Engineer,
Maintenance Division of University of Moratuwa, (Tel: 0112-650042) and may inspect
the bidding documents at the office of the Capital Works & Services Division, University
of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. until 09.10.2020.

6. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested
bidders on submission of a written application to the Senior Assistant Registrar, Capital
Works & Services Division, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa in the office
hours between 9.00 a.m. & 3.00 p.m. from 23.09.2019 to 09.10.2020 upon payment of a
non-refundable fee of LKR. 2,800/-. The method of payment will be in cash.

7. Bids shall be delivered in duplicate and placed in the box available at Senior Assistant
Registrar, Capital Works & Services Division, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda,
Moratuwa at or before 2.30 p.m. on 15.10.2020. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be
opened soon after closing in the presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to
attend. Alternative Bids shall not be accepted.

8. Bids shall be valid up to the date of 13.01.2021.
9. All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of LKR. 118,000/- valid up to 10.02.2021.

10. Pre-bid meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 09.10.2020 at Capital Works & Services
Division, University of Moratuwa. Please note that it is necessary to purchase bidding
documents before participating at the pre-bid meeting.

The Chairman,

Department Procurement Committee,
University of Moratuwa,

Katubedda, Moratuwa.

xS
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Supply and Installation of Permanent Air-Conditioner
units with Power Supply of the affected classrooms in the
Department of Transport & Logistics Management
Contract/Bid No.: UM/CWS/MD/ELECT/2019/09

1. The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the University of
Moratuwa now invites sealed bids from eligible & qualified bidders for Supply and Installation
of Permanent Air-Conditioner units with Power Supply of the affected classrooms in the
Department of Transport & Logistics Management as described below:

Location of Project:
The Premises of the University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa.

The construction period is 90 Days.
The type of Air-Conditioners are Split Inventer type.
Approximate cost estimate is LKR 5.6 million (excluding VAT and contingencies).

2. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure. However, limited to
the bidders who are registered within the administration boundary of the Western Province.

3. To be eligible for the award of the contract, the successful bidder shall not have been blacklisted
and shall be registered in the Specialized field of Electrical Installations Grade EM4 or higher
OR Specialized field of Mechanical Ventilation and Air-Conditioning (MVAC) for grade EM4 or
higher, with the Construction Industry Development Authority (CIDA), valid until the date of
award.

4. Qualification requirements to qualify for awarding the contract include:
e Average of the annual volume of construction work performed in the last three years shall
be at least LKR. 34,000,000/-.
e Experience in at least 5 projects in the design, installation, commissioning of similar nature
with same or higher capacity AND at least one contract among them with a contract value
of LKR 5,600,000.00 (annual) or above in Sri Lanka during last 3 years.

5. Interested bidders may obtain further information from SAR Capital Works & Services (Tel: 011-
2651594) and any specific technical information of the job from Works Engineer, Maintenance
Division of University of Moratuwa, (Tel: 0112-650042) and may inspect the bidding documents
at the office of the Capital Works & Services Division, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda,
Moratuwa from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. until 09.10.2020.

6. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested
bidders on submission of a written application to the Senior Assistant Registrar, Capital Works
& Services Division, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa during office hours from
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. from 23.09.2020 to 09.10.2020 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of
LKR. 2,500/-. The method of payment will be in cash.

7. Bids shall be delivered in duplicate and placed in the box available at Senior Assistant Registrar,
Capital Works & Services Division, University of Moratuwa, Katubedda, Moratuwa at or
before 2.30 p.m. on 15.10.2020. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing
in the presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend. Alternative Bids shall not
be accepted.

. Bids shall be valid up to the date of 13.01.2021.

9. All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of LKR. 96,000/- valid up to 10.02.2021.

10. A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10.30 a.m. on 09.10.2020 at Capital Works & Services Division,
University of Moratuwa. Please note that it is necessary to purchase bidding documents before
participating at the pre-bid meeting.

The Chairman,

Department Procurement Committee,
University of Moratuwa,

Katubedda, Moratuwa.

The Housewives’ companion
Classifieds on

Diilp News

Ministry

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

INVITATION OF BIDS

01. Sealed bids are invited by the Chairman, Departmental Procurement Board of the Department of Wildlife Conservation from pre
qualified bidders for the following works.

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

of Wildlife and Forest Conservation

Engineering .
Bid Procurement No Name of Work Estimate ICTAD Non Refundable Valuseeglflrtil:e 208
No : (Without VAT) Registration Bid Fee (Rs.) (Rs.) y
(Rs. In Millions) .
01 |WL/02/20/T-01-2020 |Repairing the Okanda Wewa at 6.7 C 7 or Above 2,500/- 101,000/- Should be
the Kumana National Park (Irrigation) valid up to
27.01.2021

02. Bids will be conducted through Nation

03. Interested bidders may inspect bid documents free of charge at the Accounts Division of the Department of Wildlife Conservation,

Battaramulla between 9.00 a.m. and 2.

04. Bid documents are prepared in English language and may be obtained up to 13.10.2020 between 9.00 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. on
submission of a written request to the Director General of Wildlife, Department of Wildlife Conservation and the Original of the
ICTAD Registration Book upon payment of the non refundable fee to the Shroff of the department.

05. Interested bidders should submit bids after inspecting the relevant project site.

06. If the abovementioned bid security is submitted by a bank guarantee, it should be to the value mentioned above valid up to the date
mentioned in the table and should have been obtained from a government recognized commercial bank. If the bid security is paid
in cash, it should be paid to the Shroff of this department and the copy of the receipt obtained should be attached to the bid. Bids
without the bid security will be rejected. PCA 03 Certificate obtained upon registration with the Department of Registrar of Companies

under Public Contract Act No. 03 of 1
rejected.

07. Duly perfected bids in duplicate in separate sealed covers as Original and Duplicate, should be reinserted in a single cover, sealed
mentioning the name and number of the contract on the left hand top corner of the envelope and may either be sent by registered
post to the address given below or deposited in the bid box kept at the Finance Division of the Department of Wildlife Conservation
to receive before 2.30 p.m. on 14.10.2020 and the late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened at 2.30 p.m. on the same day
(14.10.2020) and the bidder or his authorized representative may be present at the time of opening of bids.

08. Further details regarding the bid may be obtained from the Deputy Director (Finance) of this Department by calling Tel. No. 0112-
871537. Departmental Procurement Board reserves the right to take decision on the bid and the Director General of Wildlife reserves

the right to take decisions on matters
documents.

09. Chairman of the Departmental Procure

Chairman

Departmental Procurement Committee
Department of Wildlife Conservation,

No. 811/A, Jayanthipura Road,
Battaramulla.

al Competitive Bidding Procedure.

30 p.m. on government working days up to 13.10.2020.

987 should be submitted with the bid and the bids without the PCA 03 Certificate will be

regarding this bid process that are mentioned or not mentioned in this notice or in the bid

ment Committee is not responsible for any costs incurred in the preparation of bids.

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Ministry of Wildlife and Forest Conservation

Department of
Wildlife Conservation

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Provision of Cleaning Service to the Head office
of the Department of Widlife Conservation
2020/2021

WL/02/20/CL.SER/2020/2021

Sealed bids are invited from eligible and qualified bidders for the provision of Cleaning Service
for the year 2020/2021 to the Head Office of Department of Wild life Conservation under
National Competitive Bidding procedure.

1. Information on providing cleaning service is included in the bid documents and if required
could be inspected at the office and submit Bids.

2. The relevant company should possess the business registration to maintain a cleaning
institute and an experience exceeding 10 years and should be in the process of providing
similar services for at least ten (10) years to other institutes by the date of submitting of
Bids.

3. TItshould be proved through documentary evidence that services not less than Rs. 300,000.00
per month and not less than Rs. 3,600,000.00 per year have been provided during past
03 years and audited finance reports for the proceeding 03 years should be forwarded to
establish that it is a reputed firm with financial stability.

4. The institute should have at least a cadre of 25 persons by this time and it should be proved
by documents of Employees Provident Fund.

5. Bid documents could be inspected upto 12.10.2020 from 9.00 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. at the
Finance Division of the Department of Wildlife Conservation and Bid documents could be
purchased on submission of a written application on a letterhead to the Director General,
Department of Wildlife Conservation and upon payment of a non refundable fee of Rs.
1,500.00 to the Shroff of the department.

6. A Bid security of the value of Rs. 50,000.00 should be submitted along with procurement
documents and it could be obtained by a commercial bank approved by the Government
or should be paid to the Shroff of Department of Wildlife Conservation by cash before
2.00 p.m. on 12.10.2020. Bids without the bid security will be rejected.

7. The bid security should be valid at least for 90 days from the date of opening of Bids.

8. Perfected bid documents inserted in two separate covers as original and duplicate and both
enclosed in one sealed envelope having the contract name & number marked on the top
left hand corner should either be sent to reach the following address by registered post
or deposited in the tender box kept at the Finance Division of the Department of Wildlife
Conservation before 2.00 p.m. on 13.10.2020. Bids will be opened at 2.00 p.m the same day
and bidders or their authorized representatives could be present at the time.

9. Further details should be had from the Deputy Director (Finance) of the Department
through telephone No. 0112-871537.

The Department Procurement Committee reserves the right on making decisions over the
bids and the Director General of the Department of Wildlife Conservation holds the right to
decide over procurement work mentioned or not mentioned in this notice.

10. The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee will not be responsible for any cost
incurred in the preparation of bid documents.

Chairman,

Department Procurement Commaittee,
Department of Wildlife Conservation,
No. 811/A, Jayanthipura Road,
Battaramulla.
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42" OBSERVER MOBITEL SCHOOL CRICKETER - 2020
AWARD CEREMONY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FROM

EVENT CO-ORDINATORS
LPA/08/2020

The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Limited together with Mobitel
will be organizing the above event and we request proposals from
reputed and experienced event co-ordinators to provide the following:

Total Event Management (excluding venue and refreshment
charges).

Lighting, sounds and acts.

Stage setting, backdrop, digital screens and related
equipment for BMICH.

Compering (Male & Female).

Provide high res video, 3D video, programming and live
playback.

6 to 7 Acts with dancing troops, Sinhala, Tamil, English and
Hindi

Please submit your proposals covering the above requirement,
including the details of previous events handled in a sealed envelope
marked "Proposals for Event Co-ordinators" on the top left — hand
corner to the undersigned on or before 28th September 2020. Details
of previous events handled could be submitted in a CD form.

Further information could be obtained from 011 2429257.

The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd. reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all offers without assigning any reason what
SO ever.

L | AKE
I HousEe

puy
BE B[TTER INFORMEDI News you can trust now free on your mobile phone.

ust- apps.lakehouse.lk
22;%

Head of Procurement

THE ASSOCIATED NEWSPAPERS OF CEYLON LIMITED

No. 35, Lake House,
D.R. Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10.

011-2429422 / 451 / 257

(' DOWNLOAD TODAY!
Dinamina Daily News Thinakaran
AVAILABLE AT L LAKE P
I House

PROCUREMENT NOTICE

Purchase of Equipment needed for the
Disabled / Diffenrently abled persons - 2020

Uva Provincial Department of Social Services

Sealed bids are hereby invited by the Chairman, Procurement Committee, of the Uva Provincial Department of
Social Services from Local Manufacturers, Suppliers and Importers for the Purchase of undermentioned equipment,
required for the Disabled / Differently abled persons.

Refundable bid security
deposit (Rs.)
Bank
guarantee
(2%)

Required
Quantity
expected to Buy
(purchase)

Non refundable
bid form
fees (Rs.)

Serial

No. Category

In Cash
(1%)

01 Ordinary Wheel Chairs 100
02 | Wheel Chairs with Commodes 75
03 | Tricycles 05
04 | Spectacles (Eye glasses)

Hearing aids

(Audio equipment)

06 | Armpit (elbow) Crutches / Hand
Crutches (Supports)

07 Walking supports / aids / walkers / 50
walking sticks

08 | Adjustable foldable rollaters

25,000.00 50,000.00 3,000.00

50,000.00 100,000.00 2,500.00

05 50

on demand as /
according to the
requests

as per the

30,000.00 60,000.00 3,500.00

Artificial limbs and electrically
operated limbs request /
(Hands & legs) demand

10 Air Mattresses / Water Mattresses 50

02. Bidding documents (forms) could be obtained by the interested bidders, on production of the receipt obtained
for the payment of the required fees (in Sri Lankan valid currency only), as described in the schedule / table
above, during office hours, from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, paid to the Uva Provincial Director of
Social Services.

Bidding documents will be issued, and bids are accepted / entertained and opened as follows:

: at the Uva Provincial Department of Social Services, R.H. Gunawardena Mawatha, Badulla
from 23.09.2020.

:- Bids should either be sent by registered post addressed to the Uva Provincial Department
of Social Services, or deposited in the tender box kept at the Department of Social Services,
Uva Province to be received on or before 2.00 p.m. on 14.10.2020.

Issue of Bid forms

Acceptance of Bids

:- Bids thus received will be opened immediately after the closing of bids, at the Department
of Social Services, Uva Province at the following address at 2.00 p.m. on 14.10.2020.

Opening of Bids

Further details, in this regard, could be had, visiting at the Uva Provincial Department of Social Services, R.H.
Gunawardena Mawatha, Badulla or contacting over the telephone No. 055-2230787 and 055-4934905. The decision
of the Procurement Committee, of the Department of Social Services, Uva Province, Badulla, will be the final and
binding with regard to the matters pertaining to this bid of purchasing equipment for the disabled / differently abled
persons.

R.H.C. Priyanthi,
Acting Director of Social Services

Department of Social Services,
Uva Province,

R.H. Gunawardena Mawatha,
Badulla.
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