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NO PLANS FOR -
LOGKDOWN

DEFENCE SECRETARY

‘GOVT. CLOSELY MONITORING SITUATION’

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

The current COVID-19 situation
in the country is not at a level that
requires the whole country to be
placed under lockdown, but if the
situation worsens the Government
may have to take more far-reaching
measures in order to deal with the
situation for the greater benefit of the

Riyaj Bathiudeen’s
petition to be
heard on Oct. 20

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

. e . CHANDIMA
A writ petition filed by for- KARUNARATNE
mer Minister Rishad Bathiu- It was revealed before the Presidential Commission
deen’s brother Riyaj Bathiudeen to Inquiry (PCol) probing the Easter Sunday terror Russia’s Ambas-

was yesterday fixed for support
on October 20 by the Court of
Appeal.

Through this application,
Riyaj Bathiudeen is seeking an
Interim Order preventing police
from arresting him in relation
to the investigations connected
with Easter Sunday attacks.

President’s Counsel Faiz
Mustapha appearing for the
petitioner sought an early date
taking into consideration the
urgent nature of the application.
Accordingly, the Court of Appeal
fixed the petition for October 20
for consideration.

The petitioner had named Act-
ing IGP C.D. Wickremaratne,
former DIG attached to Crimi-
nal Investigations Department
Nuwan Wedasinghe, CID director
Prasanna de Alwis, Attorney Gen-
eral and several others as respond-
ents in the petition. WIETTF

NMRA takes

Gen. (Rtd) Kamal Gunaratne.

people, said Defence Secretary Maj.

“Even the President does not want
to lockdown the country at this point,
but if the situation gets worse, then
we may have to take drastic meas-
ures. The Government does not want
to impose another lockdown in the

country but if and when there are

many cases being reported from a
particular area and depending on
contact tracing outcomes, we may
impose lockdowns in the affected
areas. For instance, at the start of this
cluster we had to place three police
divisions in the Gampaha District
under lockdown even though reluc-

tantly. This measure was absolutely

£

necessary to contain the spread of
the virus to other areas,” he added.
In an interview with the Daily
News he said the moment these gar-
ment factory workers had initially
reported to the management regard-
ing their obvious symptoms, the
management of this factory should
have handled it better.

Pharmacies and shops selling essential goods in areas under quarantine curfew were re-
opened from 08 AM to 10 PM yesterday. Here a street vendor selling coconut oil in Gampaha

town as people rushed to buy essential items. Picture by Nishanka de Silva
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Debate on 20A on October 21, 22

SANDASEN MARASINGHE

The Parliament Business Com-
mittee Meeting yesterday decided
to hold the debate on the 20th
Amendment to the Constitution on
October 21 and 22 from 10.00 am
to 7.30 pm.

The Business Committee Meeting
was presided over by the Speaker
Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena and it
was told that the Supreme Court
order on the 20th Amendment to the
Constitution will be presented to the
House on October 20. WA

Establishment of FCID may have
contravened Police Ordinance - Ranil

ROSHAN THUSHARA

Former Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe yesterday
admitted that the Financial
Crimes Investigation Division
(FCID) established by the
previous ‘Yahapalana’ Govern-
ment, to investigate allegations
of fraud and corruption may
have been in contravention of

He was responding to ques-
tions by the members of the
Commission to probe political
victimization yesterday about
the legality of the FCID.

The Commission pointed out
that according to the Police
Ordinance, the IGP has the
power only to carry out trans-
fers and disciplinary inquiries

the Police Ordinance.

PCol probing Easter Sunday terror attacks
Lahran’s group planned attack

using 20 suicide bombers - S

SUBHASHINI SENANAYAKE
AND DILSHAN THARAKA

attacks yesterday that Zahran Hashim and his group had
planned to launch an attack using 20 suicide bombers.

This was revealed in the testimony given by a Sub
Inspector attached to the Police Terrorism Investigation
Division before the Commission. WL

Intervention petition filed
against Riyaj's writ petition

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

CID visits Sajith’s residence
in search for Rishad

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

that the CID had questioned him on

Podli Lesi bailed out

MAHINDA P.LIYANAGE,
Galle Centraal Special Correspondent

Galle Chief Magistrate Harshana
Kekunawela released the Aruma-

Rev. Fr. Lorenz Ramanayake has filed an intervention
petition in the Court of Appeal against the writ petition
filed by former Minister Rishad Bathiudeen’s brother
Riyaj Bathiudeen who had sought an order preventing the
Police from arresting him in relation to the investigations
connected with the Easter Sunday attacks.

of police officers

Russia to provide
COVID-19 vaccine
to Sri Lanka

sador to Sri Lanka
Yury Materiy has
promised Minister of
Irrigation and State Minister of
Internal Defense, Home Affairs
and Disaster Management Cha-
mal Rajapaksa to provide the
COVID-19 vaccine developed by
his country to Sri Lanka.

This was stated by the Russian
Ambassador when he met Min-
ister Rajapaksa at the ministry
premises recently.

The Ambassador said the
Russian Government hopes to
distribute the “Sputnik” vaccine
developed by the Russian Gov-
ernment against the COVID-19
to several countries, including
Sri Lanka. WIIZEA0FA

Rishad will be arrested

soon - Defence Secretary

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

Defence Secretary Maj. Gen.
(Rtd) Kamal Gunaratne urged the
public to give the law enforcement

handi Janith Madusanka De Silva
alias Podi Lesi on four sureties
of Rs. one million each when the
law suit regarding making death
threats on the President, Defence

whether Bathiudeen had contacted
him on the particular day he was
to be arrested. However, Premadasa
states that despite six Police teams
being deployed to arrest Bathiudeen,

A group of CID officers had vis-
ited Opposition Leader Sajith Pre-
madasa’s Royal Gardens residence
in Rajagiriya in search of MP Rishad
Bathiudeen.

Rishad Bathiudeen, assuring that he

would be arrested very soon.
“When we look at social media,

the Government is attacked and

leading private

hospital to task

DILSHAN THARAKA

The National Medicines Regu-
latory Authority (NMRA) yes-
terday said it has taken neces-
sary action against a leading
private hospital in Colombo by
issuing a stern warning to its
management for selling essential
medicines at a higher price than
the prescribed Maximum Retail
Price (MRP).

The NMRA has taken this action
against the relevant private hospi-
tal following complaints received
from the two patlents admitted

for in-ward care of

E"FE the relevant Private

Hospltal

Issuing a statement Opposition

Leader Sajith Premadasa stated

two days have lapsed but the Police
have failed to arrest him.

Health Ministry recommendations for
factories and private establishments

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

All factories and private estab-
lishments have been advised to
deploy only the Health Ministry
recommended number of workers
at their business establishments,
said Police Spokesman DIG Ajith
Rohana.

Referring to the special Gazette
notification on the new Coronavi-
rus preventive regulations issued
by Health Minister Pavithra
Wanniarachchi, he said those who
fail to adhere to the safety meas-
ures listed in the Gazette notifica-
tion face strict legal

Secretary and several high ranking
prison officials was taken up for
hearing yesterday.

Two dead after elevator
collapses in Kandy

ASELA KURULUWANSA

Two construction workers at a five-
storey building on Dharmashoka Mawa-
tha in Kandy, were killed when a tem-
porary elevator collapsed. The accident
in the textile shop had taken place
when the temporary lift set up to carry
clothes up and down had collapsed at
around 9.00 am yesterday.

officers time for the arrest of MP

criticized. NEILHA0Y2

COVID-19 recoveries increase to 3,385
Another 110 COVID-19 cases from Minuwangoda cluster

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA

With the recovery of five more
patients that were infected with
COVID-19, the number of recover-
ies has increased to 3,385, Epidemi-
ology of the Health Ministry said.

The total number of COVID-19
patients stands at 5,224 with 74
persons reported on Thursday, out

of which 1,839 patients are still
receiving treatment at 16 hospitals.

Among 74 cases were 46 associ-
ates of Minuwangoda apparel fac-
tory workers, 22 identified while at
quarantine centres.

Another 316 suspected of being
infected with the virus are under
observation.
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UN support to revive
tourism industry

IRANGIKA RANGE

UN Resident Coordinator
Hanaa Singer said that UN has
pledged its fullest support to
revive the country’s tourism
industry affected by the COVID
19 pandemic.

A set of proposals in this
regard has already been submit- ga
ted to the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority
(SLTDA) by the UN.

She made these remarks dur-
ing a discussion held with Tour-

ism Minister Prasanna Ranatun-

She further said that assistance
will also be given to implement a
social security network for the ben-
efit of the people engaged in the
tourism sector.

The Minister said that the
SLTDA has given due consideration
to the proposals submitted by the
UN. He further said plans are afoot
to bring foreign tourists in small
groups after successfully control-
ling the latest COVID-19 wave.

DILSHAN THARAKA

Telephone facilities for inmates as
prisons suspend outside visitors

MENAKA INDRAKUMAR

inmates to contact family members
and relatives.

bilitation) Chandana Ekanayake situation in the country.

said, the availability of the tele-

phone was provided in March for a  phone lines available in prisons another call is allowed. The inmate
The Department of Prisons yes-  short period due to the COVID-19, across the country”.
terday (16) decided to re-introduce as visitations for family and rela-
telephone facilities for prison tives were stopped.
“Now it has been reintroduced as  versation, once a week.
visits to prisons have been halted

only allowed a three-minute con-

should give all details of the call to
He further added, an inmate is the officer”.

On October (5) all the prisons
had temporarily halted the visita-
“The inmate will be accompa- tion for family members and rela-
Commissioner of Prisons (Reha- again due to the current COVID-19 nied by a rehabilitation officer tives when a second wave of the
when making the call, in case of COVID-19 virus resurfaced in the
There will be around 30 tele- emergency and dire necessity country.

fault in the transactions.

Retired CID Inspector Padmasiri Dias
testifying before the Colombo High Court
said that investigations into the case filed
against State Minister of Power Mahindan-
anda Aluthgamage for allegedly misappro-
priating Rs.3.9 million belonging to a trade
union affiliated to the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party (SLFP) have revealed that the trans-
actions were done in a systematic manner
and State Minister Aluthgamage had not
committed any wrongdoing.

He further said that State Minister
Aluthgamage had obtained the aforesaid
amount as a loan following a formal proce-
dure and that the amount had been repaid eral.
within three months and that there was no

When the case was taken up before
Colombo High Court Judge Adithya Pata-
bendi, President’s Counsel Nalin Ladduwa-
hetti appearing for State Minister Aluthga-
mage in cross-examination of the witness,
questioned that Investigations have not
revealed whether State Minister Aluthga-
mage owned 17 acres of coconut land in
Kurunegala, 92 acres in Ratnapura, 70
acres in Kotmale, 20 acres of cardamom
cultivation and five acres in Kotmale inher-

Alleged misappropriation case

State Minister had not committed any
wrongdoing - Retired CID Inspector

ited from parents.Responding to the query,
witness Padmasiri Dias said that investiga-
tions had revealed that Aluthgamage had
inherited nearly 197 acres of tea and coco-
nut cultivated land and a tea factory.

“Although he knew that State Minister
Aluthgamage owned a large amount of
property, no investigation was carried out
regarding the revenue generated from it,”
he added.

The case will be taken up for further
trial on November 5.

Deputy Solicitor General Thusith Muda-
lige with Senior Counsel Nadee Sudurugo-
da appeared on behalf of the Attorney Gen-

President’s Counsel Nalin Ladduwahetti
with Attorneys-at-Law Buddhika Chan-
drasekara, Shalika Gunawardena, Janaka
Ranatunga and Senior Counsel Kanchana
Ratwatte appeared for State Minister Mahi-
ndananda Aluthgamage.

The Attorney General had filed indict-
ments against Mahindananda Aluthgamage
alleging that he had misappropriated
Rs.3.9 million belonging to a trade union
affiliated to the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP), during the previous Mahinda Raja-
paksa regime.

COVID-19 recoveries increase... vonseec

Meanwhile, Army Commander Lt. Gen. Shavendra

Silva said that the Minuwangoda COVID-19 cluster reg-

istered 110 more positive cases yesterday.

Three of them have been identified as apparel factory

workers and contacts who are in quarantine centers.

The remaining 58 are contacts of COVID-19 positive
patients from the cluster.

Accordingly, the total number of COVID-19 cases
reported from the Minuwangoda cluster has increased
to 1,850.

Russia to provide COVID-19 vaccine... o sesen

Lahran’s group... <o sceo

Testifying further he said that investigations have

revealed that the proposal of launching an attack using
20 suicide bombers was made during a discussion held
on March 27, 2019 at a house in Sarikkammulla area in
Panadura with the participants of seven persons includ-

ing Zahran Hashim. He said it was revealed that the
second attack was aimed at people trying to escape
after the first attack and then another attack was
planned on the hospitalization of the injured.

“During the meeting they also decided to select a for-
eign dominated area in Nuwara Eliya and look into the

background for another attack there and Zahran
Hashim had told his followers that there should be a
suicide bombing in retaliation for the attacks on Mus-
lims in New Zealand and the attacks on ISIS in Syria,”
he said.

“Investigations have revealed that the attack had tar-
geted of Catholic Churches, Casinos and tourist hotels
frequented by foreigners and Zaharan and others had
also taken an oath in connection with the suicide
bombs during the meeting,” he said.

He further said that the investigations also revealed
that it had been suggested that the attacks should be

carried out within 15 days from March 27, 2019 as the

bombs assembled by Zahrans’s brother Rilwan were to
expire during that period.

Accordingly, Zaharan has said that the attack should
carried out within 15 days and that it was not specifi-

cally suggested that the attack should be carried out on

April 21 targeting Easter Sunday and steps will be
taken to inform the suicide bombers within three days
before the attacks. However, the date has been already
fixed by the Zahran for the attack to be carried out on
April 21 on Easter Sunday.

During the meeting Alauddin Ahmed Muaz who det-

onated the bomb at the St. Anthony’s Shrine said that
he would take responsibility for detonating the bomb
as the Shrine was located close to his house. Zahran

had run a team of four spies and their main duties was
spying on Colombo city police stations, the Naval head-

quarters, searching for information on two Islamists
who head left Zaharan’s group and were ordered to be
killed by him and searching for safe houses, the Sub

Inspector further said in testimony before the Commis-

sion.

Meanwhile, the 5 member Commission ordered to
record further testimony of the Sub Inspector without
the presence of the Media.

Debate on 20A... corpeces

Parliament sources said that some Opposition lead-

ers asked for a four day debate on the subject but final-

ly it was decided to hold the debate for two days. The
Third Reading on the matter will be taken at 7.30 pm
on October 22.

The round of questions for oral answers would not
be held during these two days and the debate would
last without a lunch break as well.

The Draft Bill of the 20th Amendment to the Consti-

tution was tabled in Parliament for the First Reading

on September 22. Justice Minister Ali Sabry presented

the 20A Bill to amend the Constitution of the Demo-
cratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

The objective of the proposed 20th Amendment is to
reverse most of the changes brought about by the 19th

Amendment which was enacted by the previous Good
Governance Government. It was also a key election
pledge of the ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP).

Following a request by Minister Rajapaksa
the Ambassador had also agreed to provide the
Sri Lanka Police Department with advanced
online courses on new international technology
investigation methods produced by his country.

Minister Chamal Rajapaksa while recalling
the longstanding friendly ties between the two
countries thanked the Russian Ambassador for
the assistance provided to Sri Lanka on numer-
ous fronts.

RlShad Wl" bE... From page 01

The President is targeted and the Police and
Defence Ministry, including the Defence Secretary
are being targeted and blamed. However, these peo-
ple who are attacking and criticizing us are also citi-
zens of this country. Perhaps they are disturbed that
the arrest of Bathiudeen has been delayed or they
may be worried about their safety and that of the
country,” he said.

However, the Defence Secretary added that while
their concerns are understandable, there is a mecha-
nism that needs to be followed by the police in mak-
ing these arrests. “In Rishad Bathiudeen’s case he
was to be arrested but unfortunately, the news of his
pending arrest was announced to the media and the
media announced in to the public.”

He said that the procedure was for the CID to
record a statement from Bathiudeen and arrest him
subsequently. “However, once the news of his pend-
ing arrest was broadcast, he went into hiding and
now his lawyers have filed a writ application. Even
though the police department is capable, that does
not mean that they can find anyone who decides to
hide from them, in a matter of hours or days. It is
only two days since the order to arrest him was
issued and although the process may take some time,
people need to be patient. We don’t want to show
any mercy to Bathiudeen or his associates, but we
must ensure justice to the victims. We will find him,
but give us time,” he urged.

When a person is in hiding he will not make him-
self available to be arrested by the authorities, said
Maj.Gen. Gunaratne, adding that invariably he will
be on the run evading arrest. “Perhaps he has a safe
house or maybe shifting from place to place. Since he
is a politician who commands some vote base, he
may even have followers ready to provide him facili-
ties to hide,” the Defence Secretary noted. “However,
we are doing our best and I am confident we will be
able to get him very soon.”

Riyaj Bathiudeen’s... onpeseo

The petitioner stated that he was arrested by CID
on April 14, 2020 and kept under detention custody
over a period five-and-a-half-month for interrogation.

The petitioner said his arrest was politically moti-
vated and made solely with a view to tarnish the
image of his brother Rishad Bathiudeen.

The petitioner said he was released by CID last
September 29 following the conclusion of investiga-
tions, on the basis of lack of evidence against him.

Riyaj Bathiudeen further said that certain parlia-
mentarians and individuals are trying to arrest him
again and tarnish his brother’s image.

This petition had been filed through Attorney-at-
Law Gowry Shangary Thavarasha.

Establishment of FCID... r seseo

and the Act does not empower the IGP to estab-
lish special police units.

The former Prime Minister stated that the Cabinet
Memorandum submitted by him on January 21, 2015
proposed to set up an Anti-Corruption Committee
office and the relevant police unit was set up by the
Police.

When a Lawyer questioned how the police unit
came into being under Section 55 of the Police Ordi-
nance when according to the law, the IGP does not
have the power to set up a special police unit.

Ranil Wickremesinghe replied, “Without the pow-
ers of the Act, it is not possible to do so.”

The former Prime Minister gave this evidence tes-
tifying in the probe on a complaint made to the Com-
mission by Samurdhi Director Bandula Thilakasiri.

Intervention petition... o seo

Through this intervention petition, Rev. Fr. Lorenz
Ramanayake, the Director of Seth Sarana Caritas
Colombo which functions under the direct aegis of
Colombo Archbishop Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith is
seeking an order to dismiss Riyaj Bathiudeen’s writ
petition in limine.

This intervention petition had been filed through
President’s Counsel Sanjeewa Jayawardena, counsel
Rukshan Senadheera and Manisha Dissanayake and
the intevenient petitioner is further requesting court
not to issue Interim Order in favour of Riyaj Bathiu-
deen.

The intervenient petitioner stated that at a media
conference held on April 19, 2020, the Police Media
Spokesman had categorically stated that the evidence
had been elicited against the petitioner Riyaj Bathiu-
deen for his involvement in the Easter Sunday
attacks. The petitioner said he got to know that the
petitioner had been suddenly released from CID cus-
tody on September 29.

The intervenient petitioner stated that the release
of petitioner was to the grave and anxious concern of
as much as Police had previously stated publicly that
there is damning evidence inextricably trying the
petitioner to the Easter Sunday terrorist attacks.

The intervenient petitioner further said that the
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith has already expressed his
disapproval regarding the releasing of Riyaj Bathiu-
deen.

The intervenient petitioner further said that the
due investigation must continue to its logical conclu-
sion, without impediments.

NMRA takes leading... rcrocseo

Pursuant to the complaints, the NMRA said it had
also intervened to ensure that excess charges for the
medicines used by the two patients were refunded to
them.

Issuing a press release, NMRA Chairman Asita De
Silva said that maximum retail prices have been
imposed on several types of essential medicines and
medical devices through a Gazette Extraordinary
No.2123/35 on May 15, 2019 and these price regula-
tions are applicable to all brand names and generic
names of selected medicines.

“The NMRA also informed healthcare institutions
to adhere to selling prices even for in-ward patients.
Violating these provisions would be treated as an
offence under NMRA Act, No.5 of 2015 and offend-
ing hospitals may have their pharmacy licenses can-
celled,” release said.

The NMRA advised the general public to be vigi-
lant and complain to the Authority if they are over-
charged for prescribed medicines and to visit www.
nmra.gov.lk for further details on medicines under
the price regulation through Gazette notification.

NO PI.ANS FOR... From page 01

“However, the manager had not
taken it seriously resulting in disre-
pute to this company which contrib-
utes immensely to the country’s
economy. The Covid situation in the
country has gone this far due to the
irresponsible conduct of certain offi-
cials of the company where the
Covid-19 positive workers were
detected.”

But, now it has happened and the situation needs
to be evaluated to determine what went wrong and
where things went wrong, he said, adding that when
Corona was spreading around the world, President
Gotahaya Rajapaksa ensured the mechanism was set
to deal with the situation.

“The military was ready, the health department
was ready, police and the government elements
including Government Agents (GA) and Grama Seva
Niladharis were all ready. Everyone got together and
the Task Force was placed under the leadership of
the Army Commander and the situation was brought
under control. Even when the Navy cluster was
detected, we were ready to handle the situation. But,
unfortunately this time around it is perhaps negli-
gence due to ignorance by these persons that has led
to this situation. But, since we have the mechanism
in place, there is no serious danger and we are capa-
ble of handling the situation. The Defence Secretary
however, made two requests from the people to be
truthful in disclosing their whereabouts and adhere
to the instructions recommended by the health
authorities and the military such as washing hands
and maintaining social distance etc,” he said.

General Gunaratne said however, that the next two
weeks is crucial and the situation has to be moni-
tored closely. “Thereafter, we will see what the situa-
tion is and take the required decisions at that time.”

Two dead after elevator... ronecceo

The two construction workers were carrying cement
to a section of the building which was under construc-
tion.

Police say the accident took place when the two
workers tried to carry eight bags of cement in the tem-
porary lift at the shop set up to carry clothes up and
down. The deceased have been identified as 52 year
old Kalaldore Gedara Upali, a resident of Uduwawala,
Katugastota and Aravinda Gedara Ambalangoda, a resi-
dent of Sirimal Uyana 10G, Augustawatte, Kandy.

Health Ministry
recommendations... - peceo

measures would be taken against those who fail to
comply.

Accordingly, the courts will either sentence those
who violate the orders to a prison sentence of six
months or impose a fine of not more than Rs.10,000 or
both.

In addition, this gazette notification indicates the
entry and maintenance of business and workplaces.
Everyone who enters a workplace or place of business
must wear a face mask at all times. Maintaining a
social distance of not less than one meter between two
persons. Measuring everyone’s body temperature before
entering the workplace. Providing adequate hand wash-
ing facilities with sanitizer. Maintain a document con-
taining the name, identity card number and contact
information of each visitor. Keeping the number of
employees and other persons in the workplace not
exceeding the maximum level.

CID VISItS Saiith,s... From page 01

Six Police teams were deployed to arrest MP Bathiu-
deen who was accused of misappropriating public
funds and violating election laws.

Meanwhile, Officers of the Criminal Investigations
Department (CID) have recorded a statement from MP
Rishad Bathiudeen’s wife at their residence in Colombo
on Thursday evening (15).

MP Bathiudeen had filed a writ application through a
lawyer seeking an order from the Court of Appeal to
prevent his arrest yesterday.

Podi Lesi bailed out... ronscseo

Podi Lesie is cited as the second respondent in
the case which was trialed at Galle magistrate court
in the absence of the suspect.

However Podi Lesi is currently under the custody
of Criminal Investigations Department on detention
orders obtained from the Magistrate’s Court on
Thursday.

The Magistrate further ordered the respondent to
report to the Criminal Investigation Department on
every Sunday on completion of the detention peri-
od currently in progress and asked him to hand
over the Passport (If he possesses) to the judiciary.

The defense lawyers making the application for
bail for the suspect pointed out that although the
court was told that the suspect had made death
threats to the President, the Defence Secretary and
others in the respective ‘B’ report there was no
mention about inflicting death threats to the Presi-
dent. In that report the suspect had been charged
for threatening and obstructing the official duties of
the prison officers all of which are bailable offences.
Hence, the defense pleaded for bail for the respond-
ent.

In response to the bail application, Deputy Solici-
tor General Dileepa Peiris affirmed that the suspect
had made death threats upon the President and
Defence Secretary stating that both of them will
exist only for three years more. He had also threat-
en that within two hours they could arranged an
armed attack to the residences of them.

The Deputy Solicitor General also argued that if
a criminal of his nature would be released and sent
home a more severe crimes could be expected. He
also charged that Podi Lesi had planned to commit
a mass homicides (a series of murders) and there
by create history in the country. So, he vehemently
objected the grant of bail to the suspect.

The Magistrate after considering the submissions
from both parties released the suspect on above
bail conditions.

Deputy Solicitor General Dileepa Peiris and ASP
Meril Ranjan Lamahewa prosecuted. PC Tirantha
Walaliyadda with a group of lawyers appeared for
the respondent.
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PCol probing Easter Sunday terror attacks

Muslim MPs resigned to protect
Yahapalana Govt. and not

Rishad Bathiudeen - Kabir

SUBHASHINI SENANAYAKE
and DILSHAN THARAKA

Former UNP chairman
and Samagi Jana Bal-
awegaya General Secretary
Kabir Hashim told the
Presidential Commission
to Inquiry (PCol) probing
the Easter Sunday terror
attacks on Thursday that
Muslim MPs resigned from
the Yahapalana Govern-
ment to protect the gov-
ernment and not to protect
Rishad Bathiudeen after a
No-Confidence Motion
was brought against him

following the Easter Sun-
day terror attacks.

“The No-Confidence
Motion filed against
Rishad Bathiudeen after
the Easter Sunday terror
attacks had a drastic
impact on the government.
As the chairman of the
UNP, Sinhala MPs told me
that I would not be able to
cast my vote. I then told
former Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe that
this was brought to defeat
us. When Rishad Bathiu-
deen was asked to resign

from the ministry post he
said no. At that time Ven.
Rathana Thera went on a
death fast. I talked to the
Prime Minister and said I
would step down. An
opinion had been formed
against Muslim ministers.
I thought confidence
would be built when every-
one resigned from their
positions. We resigned
from our positions think-
ing of the United National
Party and the country,”
Hashim said.

He also said that he had

twice informed the Cabi-
net about extremists and
that he had nothing to do
with the The Fetullahist
Terrorist Organization
(FETO) and that it would
be completely false state-
ment if anyone suggested
such a thing.

He told the Commission
that not all Muslims were
extremists and that he was
a Sri Lankan who prac-
ticed Islam and that 85%
of Sinhala Buddhists and
5.5% Muslims voted for
him.
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Minister of State for Promotion of National Heritage, Performing Arts and Rural Arts Vidura Wickremanayake held a discussion with Adivasi leader Uruwarige Vannila Aththo on the prob-
lems faced by the Adivasi community recently. Members of the Adivasi Village also performed one of their ancient rituals 'Kirikoraha' to bless the Minister following the meeting. Pictures
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No political influence
in Rishad case
- Minister Johnston

IRANGIKA RANGE

Highways Minister
Johnston Fernando said
yesterday the Govern-
ment did not politically
influence the
decision to
arrest former
Minister
Rishad Bathi-
udeen.

Some peo-
ple are alleg-
ing that the
Government
has forced the
Police to
arrest former
Minister Bathiudeen on
political grounds. It is
completely wrong and the
Government has not
given such an order at all
to arrest him. None of
the politicians in our
Government intervened
in judiciary affairs and

Police investigations like
the members in the previ-
ous Government did,” the
Minister said.

“People gave a massive
mandate to
the Govern-
ment to imple-
ment the law
against the
wrongdoers.
So we have to
do that,” Min-
ister Fernando

o T said.
i Members of
3\ 4 The ruling

party also
made a request from the
President to probe the
incident regarding the
release of former Minis-
ter Rishad's brother.
What we want to find out
is whether there was any
invisible force behind his
release”, he added.

Keys to Oval View Residency
Condominiums handed over

The vital role played
by government serv-
ants is proven more
than ever during crisis
times. We have a dream
to provide housing
solutions to public serv-
ants who are doing
such a distinguished
service. We will contin-
ue to work despite the
challenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic in
order to realise our
dreams as we have very
limited time left, State
Minister for Urban
Development, Coast
Conservation, Waste
Disposal and Public
Sanitation Dr. Nalaka
Godahewa.

He was speaking at a
ceremony at Borella to

hand over keys to hous-
es to recipients of Oval
View Residencies.

on October 14.

He said the Govern-
ment's main aim is to
provide housing for
public servants.

State Minister Goda-
hewa further said the
Oval View Residencies
condominium scheme
at Palangasthuduwa in
Borella was initiated by
then Secretary Defence
and Urban Develop-
ment and current Presi-
dent Gotabaya Raja-
paksa. The project
should have been com-
pleted three years ago
but was delayed due to
the inefficiency of the
previous regime.

State Minister for Urban Development, Coast Conservation,
Waste Disposal and Public Sanitation Dr. Nalaka Godahewa
handing over the house keys to on a housing recipient.

Tamil Nadu

Death of veteran actress

Anula Bulathsinhala

Veteran actress Anula Bulathsinhala
passed away at the age of 73 yesterday.

According to family sources she had
passed away while receiving treatment
for an ailment at a Hospital in Colombo.

Anula Bulathsinhala was popular for
her acting prowess in Sri Lankan cine-
ma, teledramas and stage dramas. She is
also an accomplished singer.

Anula Bulathsinhala is well known for

police nab
‘Katta’ Kamini

CHENNAI: Sri Lankan drug trafficker Sunil
Gemini Fonseka alias ‘Katta’ Kamini has been
arrested from his hideout in Bengaluru by the
‘Q’ branch of the Tamil Nadu police. He has
been remanded in judicial custody.

Fonseka was involved in murders besides
drug trafficking in several countries including
Sri Lanka. He reportedly has close contacts
with underworld don Dawood Ibrahim and
other international drug traffickers.

The man who was sentenced to death in a
drug trafficking case escaped from Sri Lanka.
He had illegally stayed in Pudupakkam near
Kancheepuram for six months. Inquiries
revealed that he had rented a house at Pudup-
akkam posing as an entrepreneur.

When officials began tracking his move-
ments, he fled to Bengaluru.

her roles in Sinhala movies Bawathra
(2005), Asandimitta (2018) and Nil
Diya Yahana (2008).

Her songs such as Deekiri Deekiri,
like Thattu Karanna and Bundun Wadina
Me Dathin Wedala Kiyannam are highly
popular among local audiences.

Anula Bulathsinhala is the wife of vet-
eran playwright, poet, stage drama pro-
ducer and lyricist Lucien Bulathsinhala.

{. TOKYO CEMENT GROUP

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOKYO CEMENT COMPANY (LANKA) PLC TO HOST THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING (AGM) OF SHAREHOLDERS AS A VIRTUAL MEETING VIA MICROSOFT
TEAMS APP WITHOUT THE PHYSICAL PRESENCE OF THE SHAREHOLDERS,
DUE TO THE PREVAILING COVID-19 PANDEMIC SITUATION.

PS auditorium
ceiling collapses,
no injuries
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In view of the strict social distancing guidelines issued by the public health

authorities of the Government of Sri Lanka in response to the current COVID-19 Former St Anthony’s Benedict College
A.A.L. DIAS - Matale district group corr outbreak, The Board of Directors of TOKYO CEMENT COMPANY (LANKA) PLC has Convent
The monthly meeting of Laggala-Pallegama decided to host the previously announced AGM on Thursday 22nd October 2020, as T s | e AT e
Pradesiya Sabha came to an abrupt end after a Virtual (online via the internet) assembly with the quorum necessary to conduct ] L _ I
its ceiling came crashing down on Thursday, the business of the meeting. [ i [ WA ,'
Chairman Buddhika - . - £ <k L eVl
4 Shareholders are hereby requested to participate at the AGM virtually via Microsoft e g i ’

Senarathna said.

He further said that
the Pradeshiya Sabha
meeting commenced at
9 a.m. and came to a
halt at about 10.30
a.m. when the ceiling
collapsed. No one was
injured at the incident.

The two storied
building was constructed about two years ago
by the Mahaweli Development Authority at
the cost of 51 million.

| d

Teams App by submitting the Registration Form circulated previously and follow the -I | bia g ‘:; 4 X ;‘ aa
procedures/instructions therein. Upon receipt of the duly completed Registration ,l
Form, the Company will email/issue Virtual Attendance Log-in Information to the ¢
registered shareholders/proxies, to enable them to attend the AGM on-line via the
internet.

Strictly no shareholders will be permitted to attend the meeting in person.
Accordingly, shareholders of the Company are requested to refrain from attending
the AGM in person or by attorney or by corporate representative, and anyone

seeking to attend the meeting in person will be refused entry.

Shareholders are urged to exercise their votes by submitting their proxy as
explained in the Notice of AGM and Circular to Shareholders published at Company
Website and at the Colombo Stock Exchange website. Shareholders are also invited
to submit questions to the business of the meeting at least THREE days prior to the
date of the AGM.

By Order of the Board TOKYO CEMENT COMPANY (LANKA) PLC
Seccom (Private) Limited

Sgd il
Company Secretaries . "
17 OCFtDObgr 2020 '_M'arr_iéd 17thi@ctober 1970135t John’s Church;

= Gox’s Rgl)ad, NorthiRyde ¥
TOKYO CEMENT COMPANY (LANKA) PLC ] ;
No. 469 - 1/1, Galle Road, Colombo 3 Australia
T/Phone 011 2558100

Email: agm@tokyocement.lk / kmaahamed@tokyocement.lk

Blessed with 2 (Iiaughters anf;_l_‘-Z sons
‘sont&ddaughter in-law & 6 grandchildren
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The “New Normal”

he gazette giving legal effect to the prevailing
I health guidelines, issued by Health Minister

Pavithra Wanniarachchi it is hoped, would act as
an effective deterrent to those acting irresponsibly
vis-a-vis the Coronavirus pandemic. According to
the new gazette, a fine of Rs. 10,000 and/or a six
month prison term will be imposed against violators
of the health regulations in force. This time around
the law ought to be imposed in all its severity if the
problem is not to get out of hand, like in some other
countries.

It is the leniency adopted during the first outbreak,
perhaps, that led to the public taking a casual
approach to the looming danger of a second wave.
Any softening of the penalizing process would cer-
tainly make the Coronavirus assume more serious
proportions in this country at a time when almost all
the Western countries have re-imposed curfews and
lockdowns.

Sri Lankans are notorious for their short memories
and for letting their collective guard down after the
immediate danger has passed, a trend that was
amply witnessed during the war years. Already 168
curfew violators have been arrested in the lockdown
areas in the Gampaha district which is a clear indica-
tion that a majority of the public are either gluttons
for punishment or seized by a death wish, willing to
expose themselves to the deadly contagion.

Several thousand curfew violators were taken into
custody during the first outbreak. In all probability
they would have been left scot free after a warning.
No wonder some people do not take curfews seri-
ously. This time around the curfews and isolations
must be strictly enforced and any violators severely
dealt with.

Apart from making wearing face masks compulsory
and the one metre distance rule, the gazette stipulat-
ing the restrictions in factories and workplaces too is
timely. These places have very large work forces
especially in factories involved in production activi-
ties. Besides a majority of these premises are not
equipped to accommodate the full complement of
such a workforce, bursting at the seams. Hence, the
restrictions specifying the numbers that could be
accommodated on any single day is a positive step,
especially given that the second wave outbreak
originated in a workplace that employed vast num-
bers.

According to Army Commander Lt General Shaven-
dra Silva who is also Head of the Anti-Coronavirus
Task Force, all cases detected so far have traced
their origin to the Brandix cluster, ruling out a com-
munity spread. However, the unearthing of cases in
large numbers on a daily basis from all districts in
the country should be viewed with alarm, although
everything is being done by those involved in hunting
down the multi-tiered contacts. Their dedication and
sacrifice should be appreciated by all.

However they are confronted with a problem — the
unwillingness and reluctance on the part of those
having had contact with the Brandix cluster in some
form or other to respond to calls to submit them-
selves for quarantine. Most feel that doing so would
mark them as social outcasts and the fallout from
such an eventuality on their social life and also
employment, while others are averse to entering
quarantine centres due to other reasons, which
according to Lt. Gen Silva had compelled his men go
for the hard option and force such persons to see
sense. After all, it is for their own good and good of
the community at large. The larger benefit this will
entail to all concerned is worth the price of a certain
degree of inconvenience and sacrifice.

Like what Police Spokesman DIG Ajith Rohan said
what they seek is not to intimidate anyone but to
provide a shield against the spread of the Coronavi-
rus. It is the duty of all citizens, therefore, to cooper-
ate in this exercise.

The gazetting of the regulations making compliance
mandatory under the law will ensure that the “New
Normal” concept is permanently embedded in com-
munity life in this country as elsewhere in the world.
This is because the, Coronavirus pandemic, while
causing monumental upheaval, admittedly, has also
brought in its wake certain positives such as con-
stant adherence to good health practices.

During the strict regulations and restrictions forced
down on the people due to the pandemic, it was a
telling revelation on how the world would have been
a better place to live in had these regulations and
guidelines been in existence earlier, which would
have even prevented the spread of the pandemic
with such devastating effect.

With the World Health Organization (WHQO) warning
that the COVOD-19 would remain in our midst at
least for the next two years before a viable vaccine
is made widely available, it is just as well that we
settle down to the “New Normal” life pattern right
away. In that respect the gazette containing the
enforced guidelines could not have come at a better
time.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

The greatest gift you can give your family and the
world is a healthy you. - Joyce Meyer

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi during a virtual bilateral summit on September 26, 2020.

SRI LANKA:
NEW FOREIGN

POLICY VISTAS

N. SATHIYA MOORTHY

he short-notice Colombo visit of
I a high-level Chinese delegation,
to be followed now by US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo’s this
month-end should be of interest as
much to the Indian strategic commu-
nity as to their counterparts in Sri
Lanka. The question is that if the Chi-
nese visit was a reaction to the recent
Quad Ministerial Meet at Tokyo, and
the delayed one by Secretary Pompeo,
likewise, has been influenced by the
latter.

“Negotiations are underway for a
¥10 billion (Renminbi) currency-swap
agreement between the Central Bank
and the People’s Bank of China, to
address the current liquidity crunch,”
says Ajith Nivard Cabraal, Money, Cap-
ital Markets and Public Enterprise
Reforms Minister, only days after the
visit of a Chinese delegation, headed by
former Foreign Minister, Yang Jiechi,
now a leading Politburo member. Con-
verting as US$ 1.5 billion swap
(approx), this is much bigger than the
$400 million swap deal with India,
with ‘technical negotiations’ already on
for another US$ 1 billion swap.

Central Bank Governor during the
presidency (2005-15) of Mahinda Raja-
paksa, now Prime Minister, and
Cabraal recalled how he had signed
such a deal in his time. As if to make
greater sense, or make light of what is
otherwise seen as a further Sri Lankan
tilt towards China, he indicated the
possibility of the Government
approaching the IMF for funding,
instead. “If we have to go and hold the
International Monetary Fund’s (IMFE’s)
hand — or if the IMF has to hold our
hand — that, I think, is a danger sig-
nal. We know we have to get our debt
situation under control. Do we need
the IMF to say that? No,” he said, by
way of explanation.

During the Yang team’s visit, China
offered a US $90 million grant towards
Covid-related medical assistance,
promised a further US$ 500 million
loan to Sri Lanka, repayable in ten
years. The loan-agreement, as it turns
out, was to have been concluded dur-
ing Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa’s Beijing visit, which had to be
delayed, and will be signed soon in the
Chinese capital.

Following the successful conclusion
of exchanges between the two sides,
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa is expected to visit China later
this year — his first after assuming
office. Thus far, also because of the
intervening Covid-19 pandemic, Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s overseas
visit was restricted to meeting with
neighbouring India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

At talks with the Chinese delegation,
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa pointed
out that China had been a long-stand-
ing friend to Sri Lanka. It supported
Sri Lanka to defeat terrorism and to
build infrastructure, including the
Hambantota Port, the Port City and
Southern Expressway. He highlighted
how “irrespective of the administration
in power” in Colombo, bilateral ties
had grown.

As if in this context, President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa said that the Hamban-
tota Port was Sri Lanka’s idea, and not
that of China, and the latter offered to
fund it. Now, many geopolitical ana-
lysts call it a Chinese debt-trap to gain
control over Sri Lankan affairs.

“I want to prove that it is not the
case and that this large-scale project
will help improve the living standards
of the people.” If the current focus is on
the promised Chinese-funded SEZ at
Hambantota, it remains to be seen,
how much of Sri Lankan exports (as
against imports) it would handle.

Read between the lines, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was sending out a
message to overseas critics that Ham-

ATTALKS WITH THE CHINESE DELEGATION, PRESIDENT GOTABAYA RAJAPAKSA POINTED OUT
THAT CHINA HAD BEEN A LONG-STANDING FRIEND TO SRI LANKA. IT SUPPORTED SRI LANKA
T0 DEFEATTERRORISM AND TO BUILD INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING THE HAMBANTOTA
PORT, THE PORT CITY AND SOUTHERN EXPRESSWAY. HE HIGHLIGHTED HOW “IRRESPECTIVE
OFTHE ADMINISTRATION IN POWER™ IN COLOMBO, BILATERAL TIES HAD GROWN.

US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo

State Minister of Money & Capital
Market and State Enterprise Reforms
Ajith Nivard Cabraal

bantota was a ‘national project’ of Sri
Lanka and there was across-the-board
consensus in the matter. Clearly, he
was referring to the predecessor Gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe converting Mahinda era
construction-cum-concession contract
into a ‘debt-equity swap’ deal, handing
over Sri Lankan ‘territory’ to a Chinese
firm on a 99-year lease.

According to an official release from
the Sri Lankan President’s office, Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa said he want-
ed to bring to Sri Lanka the type of
development in rural areas that he had
seen during his 13 visits to China before
he became President (mostly when he
was war-time Defence Secretary under
President Mahinda, his brother).

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa want-
ed Sri Lanka’s trade-deficit with China
to be lowered with China buying more
Sri Lankan goods. He pressed for more
Chinese investment and visitors. He
encouraged Chinese participation in
the domestic tea auction. He also called
for the establishment of a technology
university in Sri Lanka with Chinese
backing. According to reports, the two
sides will also revive negotiations on a
bilateral Free Trade Agreement, stalled
during the Wickremesinghe rule.

Independence and
sovereignty

Yang declared that China will firmly

US Ambassador to Sri Lanka
Alaina B. Teplitz

Foreign Secretary, Admiral
Prof. Jayanath Colombage

stand with Sri Lanka to protect the
country’s independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity at international
fora, including the UNHRC (where
Colombo faces reprimand of some kind
in the March 2021 session, after a two-
year leeway).

In a recent interview, Alaina B.
Teplitz, the US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka, told a Colombo-based newspa-
per: “Sri Lanka should engage with
China in ways that protect its sover-
eignty. Sri Lanka is a sovereign
nation, but we do believe it is better
for countries if transactions are trans-
parent and cost-effective, and if they
create jobs and other material bene-
fits for local people.”

It is in this context, revived talks of
an early Colombo visit by US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo, towards
October-end, and assumes added sig-
nificance. While the visitor will press
the hosts on the pending US proposal
on the US$ 480 million ‘Millennium
Challenge Cooperation’ (MCC) con-
nectivity project in Sri Lanka, the
Rajapaksa leadership can be expected
to feel the pre-poll American pulse on
the UNHRC resolution.

The US concerns on China in Sri
Lanka’s Indian Ocean tri-junction
with India and Maldives are well
known. The US and India are part-
ners in the four-nation Quad, also
involving Japan and Australia.
Recently, it signed a ‘Framework

Agreement’ for military cooperation
with Maldives. Back home after the
Quad Ministerial in the Japanese cap-
ital recently, Secretary Pompeo
declared that “India needs the US as
an ally” and talked about the ‘China
risks.’

According to media reports, Secre-
tary Pompeo’s Colombo visit is timed
to coincide with his presence in Delhi.
Citing Pompeo dropping his planned
Colombo visit last year after Gota-
baya became President, a section of
the Sri Lankan strategic community
is curious if the rushed visit now was
prompted by the Chinese delegation.

Form and content

The Chinese visit happened days
after Prime Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa had held the customary first
consultations after coming to power
with Indian counterpart Narendra
Modi, this time through a virtual
summit, owing to the Covid pandem-
ic. Between the two Asian powers,
the question now arises if the prefer-
ence for India is only in form, and not
necessarily in content — whoever is
in power in Colombo, post-Cold War.

Needless to point out, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was profuse in
his appreciation of China after meet-
ing with the Yang delegation but was
business-like on his exchanges with
Prime Minister Modi, in interviews
to the Indian media.

India already has a ‘Neighbourhood
First’” policy, into which Sri Lanka
very much fits in. Gotabaya Raja-
paksa used his Delhi visit, after his
election as President, to reiterate suc-
cessive Sri Lankan Government posi-
tions that his administration (too)
would follow an ‘India First’ foreign
policy (which also implied security
policy). After the Parliamentary Polls,
his new Foreign Secretary, Admiral
Prof. Jayanath Colombage said so in a
series of interviews to the local media.

Given the trajectory of the China
relations, now as under the predeces-
sor Mahinda regime, Sri Lanka’s
‘India First’ policy will obviously be
confined to bilateral security issues
and New Delhi’s concerns in the mat-
ter.

This has become near-obvious,
given Sri Lanka now wanting to
review the India-Japan ECT project in
Colombo Port, apart from the Ameri-
can-funded MCC scheme and Japan-
funded ‘light rail project’ to decongest
Colombo City — all of them signed
by the predecessor Wickremesinghe
administration.

In between, the Sri Lankan state too
would be evaluating its own immediate
security concerns, that too in the face of
the Indo-Pacific Quad’s increasing atten-
tion to the Indian Ocean Region (IOR),
and the US’ Framework Agreement with
Maldives.

While India may be reassessing its
circumstances and priorities, Sri
Lanka may also be seeking to re-
position itself in the ever-evolving
Indian Ocean geo-strategic scenario,
where the nation may have as much
to lose as it can gain, depending on
what game it wants to play, how and
when.

- Observer Research Foundation
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BY LUCIEN RAJAKARUNANAYAKE

here is heavy voting in many states in the

US with just more than two weeks for the
presidential election on November 3. More
than 15 million have already voted, and polls
observers see the current voting numbers as
staggering in a pre-election situation.

Both parties - Republican and Democratic -
are steering supporters toward mail-in and early
voting due to a surge in cases of coronavirus
across the nation. Worrying case rises are expe-
rienced in battleground states including Wis-
consin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, important
for President Trump. Health experts have
warned that large crowds on Election Day could
worsen the health risks.

However, there are also moves by Republican
governors and legislators to launch legal chal-
lenges to early voting by reducing ballot drop-
off locations, and the placing of false ballot
boxes.

President Donald Trump has moved to active
campaigning, especially in what are considered
the battleground states, where he won easily in
the 2016 election, but is now showing a big
drop in support.

Democratic rival Joe Biden holds a double-
digit lead over President Trump less than three
weeks from Election Day, a new Wall Street
Journal/NBC News poll of registered voters
finds. Mr. Biden is ahead by 11 points in the
national survey, 53% to 42%, following a tumul-
tuous few weeks that included Mr. Trump’s
nomination of federal Judge Amy Coney Barrett
to the Supreme Court; the candidates’ conten-
tious, televised debate and the president’s
Covid-19 diagnosis and hospitalization.

There is also increased public interest in the
US, on the Senate hearings on Judge Amy
Coney Barrett nominated to the Supreme Court
by President Trump, to take the place of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsberg who died recently. Judge
Barrett, who is seen as extremely rightwing, has
refused to answer many questions raised by
Democratic Senators, especially about the legal
support for abortions, the Affordable Care Act
of President Obama - giving health insurance to
many low-income Americans, which is now
before the courts and will be taken up soon after

TRUMP V5 BID
HEAVY EARLY VOTING

since the start of the pandemic on Thursday
October 15 - which the prime minister has long
said was his final cut-off date.

But despite no agreement being in sight, the
Prime Minister Johnson is considering whether
to prolong the exercise, potentially until the
first week of November, to give the teams more
time.

He spoke to the presidents of the European
Commission and European Council on Wednes-
day night, where he “expressed his disappoint-
ment” that intensified discussions had led to
little progress.

Downing Street said the prime minister
would wait for the summit to conclude before
he decided whether to pull out, with a decision
expected after he heads home.

Boris Johnson will be advised by his chief
negotiator that a trade deal with the EU is still
possible should the prime minister ditch his
deadline to exit by mid-October, and continue
to negotiate with Brussels — as the French gov-
ernment offered a hint of compromise on fisher-
ies.

Pressure is mounting after the EU’s chief
Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier said the two
sides are yet to make a significant breakthrough
throwing doubt over whether Johnson's loom-
ing deadline will be met.

Top EU officials have warned the UK to stop
trying to divide the EU27 in negotiations over
the post-Brexit relationship, and said the UK is
running out of time to reach a deal.

Germany’s Foreign Minister Michael Roth
and the EU Commission Vice President Maros
Sefcovic issued the warning to London after
participating in a meeting to prepare for an EU
leader’s summit in Brussels later this week.

The UK’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
already initiated legislation to make unilateral
changes to the Brexit Withdrawal Agreement
with the EU. He has set this week as his dead-
line for securing an agreement with the EU.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel vowed not
to let Ireland down on Tuesday as part of any
Brexit trade deal, while adding that EU member
states are keen to come to an agreement with
their British counterparts. “We want an agree-
ment: from the Irish point of view in particular
it is extremely important,” Merkel said. “We
won't let Ireland down but will continue to stick
together in these exit negotiations,” she added.
France has said it is time for UK ‘tactics’ to be

Lashkar Gar has become a battlefield.

President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden participated in separate Town Hall events organised by NBC and ABC respectively.

her appointment to the Supreme Court, and
also about the likelihood of President Trump,
who nominated her, challenging the result of the
coming election.

Azerbaijan- Armenia

Heavy fighting continues between Azerbaijan
and Armenia, with more than 700 reported
dead, as the international community appeals
for calm.

Russia has urged Turkey to work on bringing
an end to deadly clashes in the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh region, as Ankara has thrown its support
behind Azerbaijan. Moscow’s appeal came after
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on
Monday demanded Armenia put an end to its
“occupation” of Nagorno-Karabakh and called
for it to leave the territory, which is internation-
ally recognised as part of Azerbaijan.

“We call on all sides, especially partner coun-
tries such as Turkey to do all they can for a
ceasefire and get back to a peaceful settlement
of this conflict using political and diplomatic
means,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told journalists.

The fighting continues despite a ceasefire
agreement between Azerbaijan and Armenia at
talks held in Moscow last week.

The conflict between Armenia and Azerbai-
jan over the disputed region of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh has fueled a fresh fight within NATO, with
alliance members pushing Turkey to dial back
its aggressive foreign policy and support a
cease-fire in the Caucasus.

As the conflict over the disputed territory has
escalated NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg called on Turkey to defuse the situation,
given its decades of support for Azerbaijan. But
Turkey has defied a joint call from the United
States, France, and Russia for an immediate
cease-fire in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Analysts fear that the conflict could spiral
into wider regional confrontations; both Turkey
and Israel have a close security relationship
with Azerbaijan, Russia has a defense pact with
Armenia, and neighbouring Iran is trying to
play a role in mediating the conflict.

Brexit - No Deal?

A no-deal Brexit hangs in the balance as
Boris Johnson says the outcome of Thursday's
EU summit will dictate whether Britain will
walk out of talks.

Britain, the world's sixth-biggest economy,
left the EU in January and has since been locked
in talks with the Union. EU leaders will hold a
summit in Brussels this week to assess progress
after UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson set a
deadline for October 15 for a deal to be reached
before the transition period ends on December
31. EU leaders met for their first Brexit summit

over. The French Foreign Minister told the Par-
liament, “As things currently stand, the hypoth-
esis of a ‘no deal’ is a very real one, and also one
that is unfortunately very likely today.”

Meanwhile, the EU said on Tuesday that
Brexit negotiations could drag on for weeks,
into November, as Britain's self-imposed dead-
line for a deal was about to expire.

Afghanistan - heavy fighting

Tens of thousands of people in southern
Afghanistan have fled their homes following
days of heavy fighting between the Taliban and
security forces, as violence continues to soar
despite ongoing peace talks.

Taliban militants launched a series of attacks
on the city of Lashkar Gah in restive Helmand
province on Sunday night, prompting the US to
call in air strikes to defend Afghan forces.

“More than 5,100 families or 30,000 people...
have fled the fighting so far,” Sayed Mohammad
Ramin, director of the refugees department in
Helmand, told AFP. “Some families are still liv-
ing in the open in the streets in Lashkar Gah,
we don’t have tents to give them.”

The Taliban's push in the strategic southern
province of Helmand is again testing the
strength of Afghan forces, as well as the US's
commitment to its ally, only months after the
US and the Taliban signed their own agree-
ment.

US warplanes are striking again, day after
day, as the Taliban continue their attack. It's the
time of year, as winter starts to close in, when
violence often intensifies at the end of the fight-
ing season.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan said thousands had fled and called
on Taliban fighters and security forces “to take
all feasible measures to protect civilians, inc.
safe paths for those wishing to leave” the area.

Under a deal the Taliban signed with Wash-
ington in February, the insurgents are not sup-
posed to hit urban areas and are meant to keep
violence down.

The US committed to pulling all foreign
troops from the country by next May in return
for Taliban security pledges and an agreement
to begin peace talks with the Afghan govern-
ment in Qatar, that appear to be stalled as the
two sides have struggled to establish a basic
framework for negotiations.

Belarus

As protests in Belarus continue there are
warnings of a general strike there unless Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko announces his res-
ignation. “If our demands aren't fulfilled by
Oct. 25, the entire country will peacefully take
to the streets,” Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, the
main opposition challenger in the recent presi-

dential election, said in a statement issued from
Vilnius, Lithuania, where she's in exile after
leaving Belarus under pressure from authorities
after the country's disputed August 9 presiden-
tial election.

“On October 26, a national strike of all enter-
prises will begin, all roads will be blocked, sales
in state-owned stores will collapse. You have 13
days to fulfill three conditions. We have 13 days
to prepare, and in the meantime Belarusians
will continue their peaceful and persistent pro-
test,” the statement said.

Belarus has been rocked by mass protests
since August 9, when results of a presidential
election reportedly handed President Alexander
Lukashenko a sixth term in office. Tsikhanous-
kaya, who officials claim got only 10% of the
vote, and her supporters refused to recognize
the results as valid, saying they were riddled
with fraud. The European Union and the United
States have also refused to recognize the official
results of the vote.

The rallies, some of which drew up to 200,000
people demanding the president's resignation,
have posed the biggest challenge yet to
Lukashenko, who has run the country for 26
years, relentlessly repressing the opposition and
independent media.

In the first days of the protests, Belarusian
authorities cracked down brutally on protesters,
with police detaining thousands and beating
scores. The government has since maintained
the pressure, detaining hundreds of protesters
and prosecuting top activists.

Last week President Lukashenko visited a
prison to talk to jailed activists in a move com-
mentators interpreted as an attempt to imitate a
dialogue to reduce tensions. However, subse-
quently the authorities ramped up their crack-
down on protesters, dispersing crowds with
water cannons and stun grenades, hurting doz-
ens and detaining hundreds.

Thailand protests

The Thai government has announced an
emergency decree to stem largely peaceful pro-
tests in Bangkok, including a ban on large gath-
erings. The student-led democracy movement
has called for the prime minister to resign and
curbs on the king's powers.

Those arrested include key protest leaders -
the human rights lawyer Anon Nampa, student
activist Parit Chiwarak, and Panusaya Sithijira-
wattanakul. Anon, 36, was the first to openly
break the taboo on discussing the monarchy by
calling for reforms in August. Panusaya became
one of the most prominent faces of the protests
since she delivered a 10-point manifesto urging
royal reform later that month.

The decree from Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha, a former junta leader, said protest-
ers had intended to instigate an incident leading

Thai youth protesters giving the Hunger Games salute.

to “chaos and incitement of conflict and public
disorder” and caused “obstruction to the royal
motorcade”. Some protesters on Wednesday
had raised the three-finger salute, a symbol of
the movement, at a convoy carrying the queen
as they were pushed back by ranks of police.

Shortly after the decree took effect, Thai riot
police cleared protesters from outside the prime
minister's office. Some tried to resist, using
makeshift barricades, but they were pushed
back.

In addition to limiting gatherings to four
people, the decree puts restrictions on the
media, prohibiting the publication of news “that
could create fear or intentionally distort infor-
mation, creating misunderstanding that will
affect national security or peace and order”.

The growing student-led democracy move-
ment has become the greatest challenge in years
to Thailand's ruling establishment. Protesters
are demanding the resignation of Prayuth, a
former army chief who seized power in a 2014
coup before becoming premier last year after a
controversial election. They also seek the
rewriting of the constitution, whose amend-
ments in recent years have been disputed, as
well as an end to the harassment of state critics.

Covid 19 - Global spread

Coronavirus is continuing its spread across
the world, with more than 38 million confirmed
cases in 189 countries and more than one mil-
lion deaths.

The US has recorded more than 216,000
deaths from coronavirus - the world's highest
official death toll. It is also fast approaching
eight million confirmed cases, with 7,907,189
infected. India has the largest increase in num-
bers in Asia, with more than seven million con-
firmed infections, the second-highest official
total in the world after the US, with 7,307,097
infected and 151,747 deceased. The country
has, however, maintained a relatively low death
rate, given the size of its population, and there
are signs that cases and deaths may now have
begun to decline.

In Latin America, Brazil has now passed 5m
confirmed cases, although the number of daily
new infections is now thought to be slowing. In
Argentina, cases have been rising quickly - the
country now has more than 900,000 infections.

In the Middle East, cases in Iraq have been
rising steadily since June, with the country hav-
ing recorded more than 400,000 cases in total.

The virus is surging in many regions and
some countries that had apparent success in
suppressing initial outbreaks are also seeing
infections rise again.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has
warned the global death toll could hit two mil-
lion before an effective vaccine is widely in use.
Lockdowns and other restrictions have been
brought back in the worst-affected regions,
especially in Europe, and there have been fresh
appeals for people to wear face coverings and
follow social distancing.

Israel imposed a new national lockdown after
recording record numbers of daily cases in late
September. The lockdown is due to be reviewed

and to be lifted only gradually. Other countries
that have seen a resurgence of the virus include
Peru, Canada and Russia.

The spread of Covid-19 in the UK has raised
warnings of another national lockdown. Lead-
ing scientist Prof. Peter Horby said the UK was
at a “precarious point” as Covid cases and hos-
pital admissions continue to rise.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has announced
a three-tier system, where each region in Eng-
land is placed into a tier based on the severity
of cases in the area.

Prof. Horby, chair of the New and Emerging
Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group
(Nervtag) and a government adviser, said the
“critical mission” now was to protect the NHS
to avoid non-essential hospital services being
cancelled, as many were when the UK went into
its first nationwide lockdown in March. There
are fears that the infected numbers would
widely increase in November, leading to a
national calamity.

French President Emmanuel Macron on
Wednesday ordered a nighttime curfew for
Paris and eight other French cities, after daily
new infection rates reached record levels.

He said residents of those cities — having
close to a third of the French population — would
not be allowed to be outdoors between 9pm and
6am from Saturday, for duration of at least four
weeks, except for essential reasons. “We have to
act. We need to put a brake on the spread of the
virus,” Macron said.

“We are going to have to deal with this virus
until at least the summer of 2021,” Macron said,
and “all scientists” were in agreement on that
point. Germany will introduce tougher meas-
ures on gatherings and mask-wearing to fight a
surge in coronavirus infections, Chancellor
Angela Merkel said Wednesday after talks with
the heads of Germany’s 16 federal states.

Europe’s biggest economy will begin impos-
ing limits on people gathering at events as well
as mandatory mask wearing at crowded places
when new infections in an area reach 35 per
100,000 in seven days, earlier than under the
previous yardstick used of 50 per 100,000.

G20 - Help

The Group of 20 nations, representing the
world’s biggest economies, has agreed to extend
the suspension of debt payments by an addi-
tional six months to support the most vulnera-
ble countries in their fight against the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The G-20 says the extension will provide
ongoing relief for the $14bn in debt payments
that would have come due at the end of the
year otherwise. Wednesday’s decision gives
developing nations until the end of June 2021
to focus spending on health care and emer-
gency stimulus programmes rather than debt
repayments.

International aid groups expressed disap-
pointment that more debt relief isn’t being pro-
vided by extending the moratorium on debt
payments for a full year or by forgiving part of
the debt rather than merely suspending pay-
ments.
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At 20th Virtual Commonwealth Foreign Affairs Ministers Meeting

Minister Gunawardena calls for integrated
strategies for multidimensional challenges

Foreign Minister Dinesh Guna-
wardena, leading the Sri Lanka
delegation to the 20th Virtual Com-
monwealth Foreign Affairs Minis-
ters Meeting (CFAMM) in the side-
lines of the 75 UN General Assem-
bly on Wednesday, called for inno-
vative thinking, collective, and
integrated strategies to address the
multidimensional and cross-cutting
challenges in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Highlighting that e-commerce
and e-governance would define
the competitive edge of countries
in the post-COVID-19 world, Min-
ister Gunawardena called for
assistance to advance digitalisa-

tion of economies and services
within Commonwealth member
states.

He cited Sri Lanka’s experience
of conducting the first ever tea and
rubber auctions via a digital plat-
form, while the country also
remained the first in South Asia to
adopt international standards for
digital transactions. He also pro-
posed mobilising existing scientific
and technical expertise and knowl-
edge in the Commonwealth
towards ongoing research related
to COVID-19.

In this regard, the Foreign Min-
ister highlighted the partnership
between the University of Sri Jaya-
wardenepura of Sri

" BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE |

Lanka and Oxford
University in sharing
expertise and knowl-
edge acquired in
immune responses in

individuals to dengue infection, to
understand immune responses to
COVID-19 infections.

Minister Gunawardena, noting
the unprecedented and adverse
economic and social impact
induced by the crisis on countries,
underlined the urgent need for debt
relief, loan repayment moratori-
ums, and financial stimuli to ease
current difficulties.

Focusing on Sri Lanka’s commit-
ments under the Action Plan of the
Paris Climate Change Agreement,
Minister Gunawardena informed
that Sri Lanka planned to reduce
30% of GHG emissions by 2030
and move towards a resilient and
cleaner future with low carbon
economic growth by transitioning
to hydro, solar, and wind power.
He also underlined the need to
identify the barriers, risks, and
potential opportunities for scaling-

up climate finance for small states,
including Sri Lanka.

The meeting was chaired by the
Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs and First
Secretary of State of the United
Kingdom, Rt. Dominic Raab MP, as
Commonwealth  Chair-in-Office.
The CFAMM, which traditionally
takes place in the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly
in New York, was held virtually this
year amidst the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Sri Lanka delegation to
the virtual CFAAM included For-
eign Secretary Admiral Prof. Jay-
anath Colombage, Sri Lanka’s
High Commissioner to the UK
Saroja Sirisena, and Director-
General of the European Union
and Commonwealth of the For-
eign Ministry Dhammika Semas-
inghe.

LAHIRU FERNANDO

discussion on the pro-
posed 20th Amendment
to the Constitution,
themed ‘After the 20th
Amendment’, was held
with the participation of
Government and Opposi-
tion Parliamentarians,
civil and political activ-
ists, and academics, yes-
terday. The event was
organised by the Depart-
ment of Social Studies of

Lanka.

State Minister Susil
Premajayantha, Parlia-
mentarians Dr. Harsha
De Silva and Dr. Harini
Amarasuriya, Dr. Dayan
Jayatileka, Prof. Ranjith
Bandara, and Duminda
Nagamuwa of the Front-
line Socialist Party facili-
tated as the panelists in
this discussion.

An online (Zoom) panel

the Open University of Sri

Expressing his views,
State Minister Premajay-
antha said the main pur-
pose of moving the 20th
Amendment is to reverse
the problematic situation
created by the 19th
Amendment. According to
him, the powers of this
amendment would remain
within the limits of the
1978 Republican Constitu-
tion and would not pave
the way for an autocratic
rule.

Dr. De Silva said the
proposed amendment is
solely an attempt to give
extreme powers to one
particular group and
therefore, the Samagi Jana
Balawegaya group he rep-
resents completely against
this move. “We will stand
by with the 19th amend-
ment”, he added. As a
political party which fol-
lows the democratic path,

MPs hold online panel discussion
on 20th Amendment

the Samagi Jana Bal-
awegaya, would take every
possible effort to defeat
this amendment in the
Parliament, he added.

Jathika Jana Bal-
awegaya MP Dr. Amaras-
uriya said if this amend-
ment is passed, the coun-
try would face a suppres-
sion by the ruling party.
Therefore, the country
would move backward and
the democratic borders
will also be limited. “This
can be seen as a reflection
of the original intentions
of the 1978 constitution”,
she stressed.

Dr. Jayatileka, Prof.
Bandara, and Nagamuwa
also expressed their views
at this discussion. Dr.
Athulasiri Samarakoon
coordinated the event,
which was moderated by
Lecturer Sumith Chaamin-
da.

167 curfew violators arrested

Motor Traffic Department

One hundred and sixty-sev-
en persons were arrested yes-
terday evening over curfew
violations from 19 areas in the
Gampaha District, Police
Spokesman DIG Ajith Rohana
said.

“167 persons were arrested,
along with 40 vehicles, includ-
ing motorcycles. These persons
were arrested for violating
police curfew in the areas

Nearly two weeks after the
Minuwangoda cluster was
detected in the Gampaha Dis-
trict when a factory worker
tested positive for the corona-
virus (which, within days,
spread to several parts in the
district and later to other
parts of the country), current-
ly, over 1,500 active COVID-
19 cases have been reported
thus far.

where curfew has been imposed
due to the outbreak of the Cor-
onavirus in the district.”
Long-distance buses will be
allowed to pass through the
curfew areas. However, they
will not be allowed to load and
unload passengers. However,
no restrictions had been made
for the students sitting for the
GCE Advanced Level examina-
tion, the spokesman added.

to resume services on Oct 21

CHAMIKARA WEERASINGHE
and IRANGIKA RANGE

The government has
decided to resume public
services rendered by the
Motor Traffic Department
from October 21, Trans-
port Ministry sources told
the Daily News, yesterday.

the government had
decided to get the Motor
Traffic Department to
resume its public services
at the offices in Werahara
and Narahenpita, effective
from October 21, under
strict health guidelines,
sources said.

The department offi-
cially closed its services
to the public from Octo-
ber 12 to 16 in view of
the recent re-emergence
of COVID-19 infection
cases.

State Minister Dilum
Amunugama had said that

SHANTHI MACHADO
Born on 17th October 1947
Died on 25th October 2018

How very much you are missed
is something you will never know
you left behind the broken hearts
of those who loved you so

Daily Newsfirst Trincomalee Correspondent passes away

K.D. Jayasekara, the

A sea of tears and endless grief

would simply ebb away

Jayasekara served in the Tamil, and English news- French News, Lankapu- information magazine.

if only you could celebrate
your special day today

This birthday token brings you love it's
just a simple touch

to let you know how dear you are
you'll always mean so much

first Trincomalee District
Correspondent of the
Daily News from Lake
House, passed away on
the 17th of this month,
three months ago.
Educated at St. Joseph’s

Royal Air Force and the
Royal Navy.

He later left them and
joined Lake House in 1953
as the Trincomalee Corre-
spondent for the Cevion

papers and was also the
Trincomalee District
Reporter for the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation
and the Rupavahini Corpo-
ration.

In addition, he provid-

vath, and Asia Week.
He imported stamps
and early day covers
from foreign countries,
printed souvenir covers,
set up a stamp club, and
printed and sent a maga-

Jayasekara, the husband
of Banduwathi, who died
five years ago, is a father
of three daughters:
Manel (Department of
Forest Conservation),
Thakshila (Manchu Edi-

Fondly remembered by your loving
husband Maxie and daughter Thushani

English

College, Trincomalee (in
Medium),

Daily News.
He provided news to
Lake House’s Sinhala,

ed news to international
media such as Reuters,

zine containing the Cey-
lon Pilatelic,

a stamp

tor) Visakha
Journalist).

(former

‘ Upali Dhanapala Abeyewardene
29" September 1929 - 10*" October 2020

OBITUARY NOTICE

It is with deep regret that we announce the demise of
Upali Dhanapala Abeyewardene, more affectionately known as Upa.
A well respected member of the Civil Service having earned the name
‘Honest Abey’, Upa retired as Deputy Commissioner of Labour.

He studied at St. Joseph’s College and moved on to St. Thomas' College in his
later years. Having graduated from then University of Ceylon (where he
captained the boxing team), Upa’s tremendous hard work payed off as he
went on for further education at the University of Oxford on a scholarship.

An avid enthusiast of the English language, Upa was a regular contributor to
the newspaper, and leaves behind his legacy with his book titled “Make Wit
Your Canny Companion”, a collection of his contributions.

Son of (late) Ernest Noel and (late) Kamala Abeyewardene.

Loving brother of (late) Lalani Wickremaratne, (late) Mahinda, (late)
Nissanka, (late) Swama Weerakody, (late) Seetha Jayasena and Bandula.
Beloved husband of Chintha.

Loving father of Nilika, (late) Nalaka, Nilanthi, Nuwan and Nirodha.
Beloved father-in-law of Dushmantha Senanayake, Ishani, Rukshan
Fernando, Inoka and Cindy.

Dearest grandfather of: Dulith, Lasith and Harini Senanayake; Senali and
Geemitha Fernando; and Sinali, Sineth, Ranul and Dulhara Abeyewardene.

Upa passed away peacefully in his house last Saturday 10th of October, and
was cremated on Sunday 11th. Owing to his request and the current

\
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“Old humorists never die - they go down laughing all the way!”

situation, a private funeral was conducted within 01 day.

May he attain the supreme bliss of NIRVANA!

-Upali Abeyewardene

e

e

Korean Ambassador Woonjin Jeong handing over the face mask consignment to Acting IGP C.D. Wickramaratne.

Korean Embassy donates
face masks to Police

Woonjin Jeong, Ambas-
sador of the Republic of
Korea, met with Acting
Inspector General of Police
C.D. Wickramaratne and a
delegation of the Sri Lanka
Police on October 15, at
the Korean Embassy in
Colombo. The Ambassador
donated a consignment of
reusable fabric masks man-
ufactured by a Sri Lankan
social enterprises for dis-
tribution among police per-
sonnel in appreciation of
their dedication and com-
mitment to control
COVID-19 island-wide. It
is of utmost importance
that the police forces
remain healthy and the
masks will be helpful in
controlling the spread of
the pandemic within police
stations and its environs.

Ambassador Woonjin
Jeong commended the Sri
Lanka Police force for their
hard work in implementing
effective measures to cope
with Covid-19. He is confi-
dent that the number of
COVID-19 cases in Sri

Lanka will decline due to
the effective mechanism
adopted by the Anti-COV-
ID-19 Taskforce.

He expressed his grati-
tude to the Inspector-Gen-
eral and the Sri Lanka
Police Force for their dili-
gent efforts, especially in
the present situation. Sri
Lanka Police has also
played a key role in com-
bating the COVID-19 pan-
demic across the island.

He stated, “There has
been no single infection
case among the Korean
community in Sri Lanka.
On behalf of my country,
Korea, I would like to
thank Sri Lanka Police for
ensuring the safety of
Korean residents here in
Sri Lanka amid Covid-19. I
would like to give my sin-
cere appreciation to all
police teams who have
been dedicated to the fight
against COVID-19 for the
Sri Lankan people includ-
ing Korean residents.”

The Ambassador assured
that the Republic of Korea

will stand in solidarity
with Sri Lanka and work
together to overcome this
pandemic.

The Ambassador further
stated that he will under-
take his duty to develop
the mutually beneficial
cooperation between the
Police authorities of the
two countries.

Korea wishes to be a
beacon of hope and a true
friend to Sri Lanka in
times of difficulty and will
help strengthen the bilater-
al ties to promote a healthy
community.

Receiving the donation,
C.D. Wickramaratne, Act-
ing Inspector-General of
police applauded the
Ambassador and thanked
him for the gesture of
goodwill as a support to
the Sri Lanka Police Force.
The Inspector-General
noted that this meeting is
an initiative for Korea and
Sri Lanka to create a mutu-
ally favourable, investor-
friendly environment.

It is important to ensure

that the country is secure
to attract more invest-
ments from Korea. It is
vital for the Police to coor-
dinate with the Korean
business community in
order to facilitate secure
trade and investments. Fur-
thermore, he mentioned
that it would be beneficial
for the Sri Lanka Police to
deepen the relationship
with its counterpart in
Korea in order to share val-
uable expertise in the field
of security.

Priyantha Weerasooriya
(Senior Deputy Inspector
General of Police), Asanga
Karawita, (Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police),
Ranmal L.Kodithuwakku
(Deputy Inspector General
of Police), and S.M.
Keerthipala (Senior Super-
intendent of Police) also
graced this occasion.

The Korean residents’
leaders in Sri Lanka and
Mr. Sung Hun Lee,Country
Director of KOTRA, also
participated in this meet-
ing.

‘Quarantine centres cannot outsource laundry services’

MAHINDA P. LIYANAGE,
Galle Central Special Corr.
Assigning the washing
of clothes at Galle quaran-
tine centres to external
laundry services is prohib-
ited, Galle District Region-
al Epidemiologist Venura

N k Singarachchi said. All

quarantine centres should
provide their laundry
details to the respective
health authorities.

The washing and clean-
ing of used clothes of
quarantine centres should
be operated by corre-
sponding centres accord-

ing to health regulations,
following high standard
scientific laundry methods
which will be supervised
by the health authorities,
the epidemiologist added.
However, he affirmed
that clothe washing under-
takings of all quarantine

centres have been carried
out under quality and safe
laundry processes. Espe-
cially the laundry process-
es at the quarantine cen-
tres maintained by Sri
Lanka Navy are handled
smartly and neatly, he
said.
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Former Swiss diplomat praises
Lanka’s quarantine process

Former diplomat from Switzerland
Rudolf Albert Gauhl hailed the profes-
sional manner in which SriLankan Air-
lines and airport authorities quarantined
people coming from overseas back to Sri
Lanka.

Gauhl who was a top Embassy repre-
sentative of Switzerland serving in Sri
Lanka for nearly two decades said that
he was so impressed about Sri Lanka
that he decided to settle down in Sri
Lanka after retiring from his diplomatic
duties with his wife Hui.

In a bid to give back to Sri Lanka he
set a Bright Light Foundation and was
engaged in several CSR activities to help
the underprivileged Sri Lankans.

He recalled that in mid-February this
year they left for Switzerland in order to
take part in the Lucerne Carnival. “The
big bang and the carnival parades were
great as always and the city of Lucerne
shook and the carnival people experi-
enced the best days of the year.”

However the corona pandemic moved
around the world like a dark shadow
with lockdowns and airlines after airlines
stopped their flights.

“Airports all over the world closed
indefinitely and our planned return flight
was suddenly cancelled for an indefinite
period. We were therefore blocked in
Lucerne and my only hope was that at
some point a window would open and a
return journey to my host country Sri
Lanka would appear.”

This window opened on September 25
when, thanks to the help of the Sri Lan-
kan Embassy in Berlin and the Honorary
Consulate in Zurich, we were suddenly
offered a direct flight from Frankfurt to
Colombo by SriLankan Airlines.
(UL1506) Some foreigners and a large

: i

number of Sri Lankan citizens, who
were blocked for months after visiting
their families because of Covid-19, were
already waiting eagerly for returning to
their home land.

“After the usual checking of the docu-
ments, we were accompanied to the
cabin individually, keeping a safe dis-
tance. The stewardesses, masked from
head to toe, insisted on receiving us
with the unmistakable "Smile of Sri
Lanka" despite the uncomfortable out-
fit.”

The safety distance between the seats
and the mask requirement also applied
in the cabin. Dinner and breakfast were
served in one-way service boxes and
there was water served. After a perfect
landing in Colombo the passengers were
taken to Immigration and a compulsory
PCR test followed.”

“Later our disinfected travel bags

N

were checked by Customs and a sched-
uled AC bus brought us to the Jetwing
Sea Hotel Negombo to undergo a com-
pulsory 14 day quarantine.”

The army itself has made available
accommodation free of charge. During
quarantine time, an additional PCR test
was carried out after the 10th day of our
stay. Guests will only be released if the
test is negative.”

He said that strict precautionary
measures applied in the hotel itself. “No
third person was allowed to enter the
guest's room. The body temperature was
measured twice a day by a doctor and
the guests were asked about their health
condition.”

Delicious food was served in one-way
boxes which were deposited in front of
the room door after prior notification.
The consumption of alcohol is not per-
mitted during this time.”

“We believe that this entire process
was done very systematically to world
standards and this should be highly laud-
ed.”

It’s this professional pattern initiated
by the government, tri forces and the
health authorities that is still keeping the
Covid patient count under 5,000 and
most importantly death at 13.

Sri Lanka's outstanding success story
in relation to the fight against Covid-19
deserves world attention and we would
like to take this opportunity to thank
and congratulate the Government for
this achievement.In our case, a very spe-
cial thank goes to the honorary consul of
Sri Lanka in Zurich, the Stewardess from
SriLankan Airlines and Dr. M.
Abusayed, coordinator of the repatria-
tion program in Colombo, who is a great
support for many returnees in the air-
port through his commitment.

FTZMA donates essentials to Gampaha Health Department

Free Trade Zone Manufacturers
Association (FTZMA) has donat-
ed Bed Sheets, pillowcases,
Soaps, Toothpastes and water
bottles to the Health Department
in Gampaha division in assisting
COVID-19 patients.

FTZMA has been always
actively contributing their fair
share during calamities and dis-
aster in helping the employee
community and this instance also
is part of the association’s respon-
sibility to be good co-operate citi-
zen, FTZMA is proud to partner
with the National health authori-

to the impacted communities in
the surrounding areas of KEPZ,
BEPZ, Malwatte industrial park,
Wathupitiwela Zone and Miriga-
ma zone which are coming under
their purview.

FTZMA as an active member
of the COVID Task Force team
has continued to pledge its sup-
port & commitment with its
members to the resilient response
initiatives taken by BOI, Health
Authorities and Security forces in
curbing & combating the spread
of pandemic the employees of all
our BOI EPZs around the coun-
ties and has pledged its support try.

age of Director-KEPZ of BOI Sisil Fernando.

Fi- _

The donation made by the Chairman, Jitendra Biala and Secretary, Dhammika Fernando at their
secretariat to Dr Aruna Plaitha Sampath - Director/E&OH Gampaha Division with the patron-

AUCTION SALE UNDER SECTION 09 OF THE RECOVERY OF LOANS BY
BANKS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) ACT NO. 04 OF 1990

PRADESHIYA SANWARDANA BANK
AUCTION SALE OF A VALUABLE PROPERTY

All allotment of Land Marked Lot 91 in L.S.P.P.03 in field sheet No. 15
prepared and owned by Surveyor General situated in Kuda Nelubewa
village in No. 265 Grama Niladhari Division in Nuwaragam Koralaya in
Nachchaduwa Divisional Secretariat Division in Anuradhapura District in
the North Central Province in extent (A0O : R0O1 : P39) Government land.

According to a re-survey that above land is described as follows:

The allotment of land marked as Lot 01 of Plan No. 59 attested by K.K.
Chinnaiya, Licensed Surveyor on 14.02.2006 called as Kuda Nelubewa Kele
mentioned in the Grant No. Anu/Nnp/P/2749 dated 07.02.1997 situated
in Kuda Nelubewa in Nuwaragam Koralaya in Nachchaduwa Divisional
Secretariat Division in Anuradhapura District in the North Central Province.

Containing In Extent: A0O - RO1 - P39
Together with the trees, fruits, buildings and all belongings thereon
UNDER THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO US BY PRADESHIYA SANWARDANA BANK
WE SHALL SELL BY PUBLIC AUCTION

On Thursday 05t November 2020

To be held at the Pradeshiya Sanwardana Bank,
Thalawa Branch Premises Commencing at 3.00 p.m.

RDEB

Sivce 189

The auction will be conducted in accordance with the strict guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Health, adhering to COVID 19 protocol

For notice of resolution: Please refer the Government Gazette of 16/08/2019
and Dinamina, Daily News & Thinakaran newspapers of 17.09.2019.

ACCESS TO PROPERTY: From Thalawa town proceed along Anuradhapura
road up to Rathmale Junction. Then proceed along Hospital Lane for about 100
meters and the subject property is located on the right hand side of the road.

MODE OF PAYMENT:
The successful Purchaser will have to pay the following amount in cash at the
fall of the hammer.

(1) 25% of the purchased Price

(2) 1% Local Authority Tax payable to the local authority

(3) Auctioneer's Commission of 2 1/2% (Two and a half percent only) on the

purchased price plus applicable taxes.

(4) Clerk's & Crier's Fee of Rs. 1,500/ =

(5) Cost of sale and any other charges, if any.

(6) Stamp duty for the Certificate of Sale

The balance 75% of the purchased price will have to be paid within 30 days from
the date of sale to the Regional General Manager, Pradeshiya Sanwardana
Bank, North Central Province Office, No. 65/D, 04th Lane, Abhaya Place,
Anuradhapura. Telephone: 025-2223080, 025-2225214.

If the balance amount of the purchased price is not paid within 30 days as
stipulated above, the Bank shall have the right to forfeit (25%) of the purchased
price already paid and resell the property.

The Title deeds and any other reference may be obtained from the aforesaid address:
*The Bank has the right to stay/cancel the above auction without prior notice
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Strathspey Estate Upcot takes measures

to
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AUCTION SALE UNDER SECTION 09 OF THE RECOVERY OF LOANS BY
BANKS (SPECIAL PROVISIONS) ACT NO. 04 OF 1990
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AUCTION SALE OF A VALUABLE PROPERTY

revent spread of Covid-19

With the alarming
announcement coming out
with regard to breakout of a
new wave pandemic of Covid
19, swift action have been
taken on Strathspey Estate
Upcot by educating the
worker community, popula-
tion to adopt to health care
activities such as wearing
mask, washing hand with
approved sanitizer, maintain-
ing distance, checking tem-
perature of workers prior to
reporting for work in the
morning at the field and fac-
tory.

Individual workman’s
temperature is checked and
recorded before allowing
them to commence their
work.

Health and Welfare Staff,
Child Development Officers
working on this plantation
are providing yeoman ser-
vice in this regard. All pre-
cautionary measures are
being taken to train the
masses to get used to living
in the new normal way.

Frequently washing hands
with approved disinfectant,
wearing masks and maintain-
ing distance have been made
mandatory and all the
required facilities being pro-
vided in this regard.

Management of Strathspey
Estate which is coming
under the purview of Mas-
keliya Plantations Plc.,
owned by Aprico Group of
Companies in collaboration
with Government Medical
Personnel of this area such

Checking the temperature of the workers before reporting for
work by the health staff.

[

as MOH, Public Health
Inspector is providing all
required guidelines in this
regard.

The assistance provided
by the Plantation Human
Development Trust, Grama

Hand washing facility is installed at the Factory Tea Processing Centre.

Niladari, and other NGOs
operating in the area has
been immense helpful to the
estate, which is gratefully
remembered by the manage-
ment, staff and workers of
this plantation.

All that divided and defined allotment of land depicted No. 68/B,
Medirigiriya Grama Niladhari Division 1, Kauduluwewa first step village
Survey General Plan No. F.V.P. - PO 107 Lot 274 "Kahabiliyawa" North
Lot No. 286, South Lot No. 285, West Lot No. 275 Containing in Extent
02 Acres: 02 Roods : 03 Perches permission by Medirigiriya Divisional
Secretary Letter No. NCP/MG/L/1 Survey General dated 16.07.2007 Lot
No. 01 of Rabukkana, Licensed Surveyor H M R T K Herath's Plan No. 4721
dated 20.07.2007.
Property determined above together with building and everything thereon and

Containing In Extent: 01A: O0R: 25.19P

Under the Authority granted to us by Pradeshiya Sanwardana Bank

WE SHALL SELL BY PUBLIC AUCTION
On Thursday 05t November 2020

To be held at the Pradeshiya Sanwardana Bank,
Galamuna Branch Premises Commencing at 11.00 a.m.

The auction will be conducted in accordance with the strict guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Health, adhering to COVID-19 protocol

For notice of resolution: Please refer the Government Gazette of 02.03.2018 and
Dinamina, Daily News & Thinakaran newspapers of 03.05.2018

ACCESS TO PROPERTY: From Medirigiriya town near the clock tower, turn
right from the four way Junction to Diyasenpura Road, proceed along this road
up to Diyasenpura town and from the four way junction in the town turn right
to Polonnaruwa - Kirimatiyana Road and proceed about 03 kilometers up to
Kahambiliyawa Junction and the subject property is situated on the right hand
side of the road.

MODE OF PAYMENT:
The successful Purchaser will have to pay the following amount in cash at the
fall of the hammer.

(1) 25% of the purchased Price

(2) 1% Local Authority Tax payable to the local authority

(3) Auctioneer's Commission of 2 1/2% (Two and a half percent only) on the

purchased price plus applicable taxes.

(4) Clerk's & Crier's Fee of Rs. 1,500/ =

(5) Cost of sale and any other charges, if any.

(6) Stamp duty for the Certificate of Sale

The balance 75% of the purchased price will have to be paid within 30 days from
the date of sale to the Regional General Manager, Pradeshiya Sanwardana
Bank, North Central Province Office, No. 65/D, 04th Lane, Abhaya Place,
Anuradhapura. Telephone: 025-2223080, 025-2225214.

If the balance amount of the purchased price is not paid within 30 days as
stipulated above, the Bank shall have the right to forfeit (25%) of the purchased
price already paid and resell the property.

The Title deeds and any other reference may be obtained from the aforesaid address.
*The Bank has the right to stay/cancel the above auction without prior notice.
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SALE UNDER SECTION 29 D OF PEOPLE'S BANK ACT NO. 29 OF 1961 S
AMENDED BY ACT NO. 32 OF 1986

PEOPLE'S BANK ({)FEQPLES
GODAKAWELA BRANCH

Auction Sale of a Valuable Property

All that allotment of land depicted in Plan No. 6754 dated 01.09.2016
made by M M D S Shantha L.S. of the land called "WEWEHENEWATTA"
alias "WEWEWATTA" together with building, plantation & everything
else standing thereon situated at Godakawela village in the Pradeshiya
Sabha Limits of Godakawela, Grama Niladhari Division of Godakawela -
Godakawela Divisional Secretariat in Meda Pattu Atakalan Korale in the
District of Ratnapura, Sabaragamuwa Province and bounded on the North
by Road, on the East by Land claimed by S.P. Ekanayake, on the South by
Crown Land & West by Lot No. 1 (Road) & 4 in Plan No. 1817 and

Containing In Extent: A0O - RO1 - P20
Under the authority granted to us by People's Bank
We Shall Sell By
PUBLIC AUCTION
On Tuesday 03'd November 2020

Commencing at 11.00 a.m. at the People's Bank,
Godakawela Branch Premises

Sivce 189

The auction will be conducted in accordance with the strict guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Health, adhering to COVID-19 protocol

FOR NOTICE OF RESOLUTION: Please refer the Government Gazette, Daily
News, Dinamina and Thinakaran Newspapers on 01.02.2019.

ACCESS TO THE PROPERTY: From Godakawela Town Center (middle of the
Bazaar) proceed along Pallegama Road (Balangoda Road) about 450 m to reach
the property which is on right hand side of the same Road.
MODE OF PAYMENT:
The successful purchaser will have to pay the following amounts in cash at the
fall of the hammer.

(1) 10% (Ten percent) of the purchased Price

(2) 1% (One percent) of the sales Taxes payable to the Local Authority

(3) Auctioneer's Commission of 2 1/2% (Two and a half percent only) on the

purchased price plus applicable taxes on the commission.

(4) Clerk's & Crier's Fee of Rs. 1,500/ =

(5) Cost of sale and any other charges, if any.

(6) Stamp fee & Notary fee for the Certificate of Sale

Balance, 90% of the purchased price will have to be paid within 30 days from
the date of sale to the Manager, People's Bank, Godakawela Branch Tel: 045-
2240570/045-2240170.

If the said amount is not paid within 30 days as stipulated above, the Bank shall
have the right to forfeit (10%) of the purchased price already paid and resell
the property.

Title deeds and any other reference may be obtained from the following address.

Regional Manager, People's Bank, Regional Head Office, Ratnapura
Tel. Nos.: 045-2223084, 045-2232108

The Bank has the right to stay/cancel the above auction sale without prior notice

SCHOKMAN & SAMERAWICKREME
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This colourful Hindu festival has

been celebrated for centuries. Its
rituals are observed for different

reasons within the wider Asian

Hindu community. According to

the ancient Hindu text Vaishnawa

Purana, there are four seasonal

Navarathri. However, in practice,

it is the post-monsoon autumn
Jestival called Sharada

Navarathri which is reverently

observed in honour of the deity

Duroa. The devotees worship the

nine manifestations (avatar) of
Maha Durga

»

DISHAN JOSEPH

he Hindu community in Sri

Lanka and across the globe

prepares to observe and cel-

ebrate the radiant festival of

Navarathri. This year the
traditional period of observance com-
mences on October 17 (today) and
concludes on October 25. The word
Navarathri is derived from the Sanskrit
language, and translates as nine nights
and has the same meaning in many
Asian languages.

This colourful Hindu festival has
been celebrated for centuries. Its ritu-
als are observed for different reasons
within the wider Asian Hindu commu-
nity. According to the ancient Hindu
text Vaishnawa Purana, there are four
seasonal Navarathri. However, in prac-
tice, it is the post-monsoon autumn fes-
tival called Sharada Navarathri which is
reverently observed in honour of the
deity Durga. The devotees worship the
nine manifestations (avatar) of Maha
Durga.

The corresponding month in the
Hindu calendar is Ashvin, which falls
in the Gregorian months of September
and October. In India, which is the
grand cradle of Hinduism, the Durga
Puja (also spelt pooja) is synonymous
with Navarathri, where goddess Durga
battles and victoriously subdues a
demon. The nine days are designated
under three clusters to adore Malai
Magal, Alai Magal and Kalai Magal.

A Hindu priest explained, “the Durga
Puja festival marks the battle of God-
dess Durga against the deceptive and
powerful buffalo demon Mahishasura
(Asura means demon). The Asura sym-
bolizes the chaos and ignorance hidden
inside one’s outer appearance. In deep-
er context, this signifies the victory of
good (Dharma) over evil. On the other
hand, it is a harvest festival that appre-
ciates the Goddess as the motherly
influence which sustains creation
according to Hindu belief. The Durga
Puja festival dates coincide with Vijaya-
dashami, where the victory of Rama is
exalted. ”

During the Durga puja, other Hindu
deities are also worshipped including
Lakshmi (the Goddess of Prosperity
and Wealth), Saraswati (the Goddess
who bestows wisdom and music),
Ganesha (who offers good beginnings)
and Karthikeya (the God of War). The
ritual of this Durga puja can be found
in the 12th century scripture of Yasa-
tilaka, which is said to be written by
Somadeva where an ancient king
offered a puja after a battle victory on
an annual basis.

NAVARATHRII FESTIVAL BEGINS TODAY

NINE-NIGHT
CELEBRATION
DIVINE POWER

The Puranas (a vast genre of ancient
Indian literature) associate Durga puja
with the spring festival. In keeping
with this belief, Tamil farmers used to
offer a bundle of nine plants called
Navapatrika, denoting the nine mani-
festations. Also, nine grains known as
Navadhanya were offered. Today this
practice is still seen in Tamil agricul-
tural communities in the Northern
Province.

The Indian religious cultural celebra-
tions include extravagant stage decora-
tions, recital of the legend, enacting of
the story, and chanting of Hindu scrip-
tures. I have witnessed the latter at
various kovils and it is a beautiful dis-
play of devotion.

On the final day, called the Vijaya-
dashami, the statue of Durga is
immersed in a river symbolizing her
return to the Divine Cosmos.

On the other hand, the statue sym-
bolizing evil is burnt with fireworks
marking the total defeat of evil forces.
This festival starts the preparation for
another important festival, Diwali or
Deepavali (the Festival of Lights),
which is celebrated 20 days after Vijay-
adashami. Diwali is one of the most
vibrant religious festivals across the
world with its dazzling lights.

These nine days are solemnly dedi-
cated to the Goddess Durga and her
nine avatars, where each day is dedicat-
ed to an incarnation of the Goddess.

Hindu scholars describe the signifi-
cance of each of these nine days-

ﬁ
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DAY 1: Shailaputri

Known as Pratipada, this day is for
Shailaputri (meaning “Daughter of
Mountain”), also Parvathi. It is in this
form that the Goddess is worshipped as
the consort of Shiva; she is depicted rid-
ing Nandi the cow. The colour of the day
is bright crimson (red) which depicts
action and vigour.

DAY 2: Brahmcharini

Goddess Brahmcharini, another incar-
nation of Parvathi, is worshipped. In this
form, Parvathi became Sati, her unmar-
ried self. Brahmcharini is worshipped for
emancipation or Moksha and endow-
ment of peace. The colour of the day is
royal blue which depicts calmness and
energy.

DAY 3: Chandraghanta

Tritiya commemorates Chandraghan-
tha - the name derived from the fact that
after marrying Shiva, Parvathi adorned
her forehead with a half-chandra (mean-
ing moon). She is the embodiment of
beauty, yellow being the colour for this
day.

DAY 4: Kushmunda

Kushmunda is worshipped on Chatur-
thi. Believed to resonate the power of
the universe, Kushmunda is associated
with the endowment of vegetation on
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earth. Green colour dominates this day.
She is depicted as having eight arms.

DAY 5: Skandmatha

Skandamatha is worshipped on Pan-
chami, the mother of Karthigeya. The
colour grey is symbolic of the transform-
ing strength of a mother when her child
is confronted with danger. She is depict-
ed riding a defiant lion, and safely
defending the baby.

DAY 6: Katyayani

Born to a sage, Katya, is said to be an
incarnation of Durga and is shown to
display courage which is symbolized by
shades of bright orange. Venerated as a
warrior Goddess, this is a violent form
of the Goddess Parvathi.

DAY 7: Kalaratri

She is considered the most ferocious
form of Goddess Durga. Parvathi
removed her fair skin to destroy Sumbh
and Nisumbh, two demons. The colour
for the day is white. The other forms
associated with Kalaratri are Bhadrakali,
Rudrani and Bhairavi. The fierce
Kalaratri attired in red is said to destroy
ghosts, demons and negative forces.

DAY 8: Mahagauri

Symbolizing intelligence and peace,
the colour associated with this day is
pink which endorses optimism. In this
form, her right hand holds a trident and
Mahagauri majestically rides a white
bull.

DAY 9: Siddhidatri

On the last day of the festival also
known as Navami, people pray to Siddhi-
daatri. Sitting on a lotus, she is believed
to possess all type of Siddhis. She is
affectionately known as Saraswati Devi.
The last day is believed to be the culmi-
nation of all the religious aspirations of
those who worshipped.

Over these nine days, Hindu devotees
will visit kovils around the country.
However, this year there will be some
restrictions due to COVID- 19. The
Northern Province will have many pious
pujas as villagers collectively celebrate
these nine days of devotion. Navarathri
is a beautiful confluence of Hindu faith
and Tamil culture. It is a time for
thoughtful reflection and spiritual refine-
ment of the human. It reflects the multi-
religious population of Sri Lanka and
powerfully projects our cultural diversity.
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DISHAN JOSEPH

he Anglican Church of Sri Lanka was

bestowed with a new Bishop for the

Diocese of Colombo. Reverend Dush-

antha Lakshman Rodrigo, affectionate-
ly known to thousands as Fr. Dushy was recent-
ly appointed as the 16th Bishop of Colombo.

The decision to appoint him to this high
office in the episcopate was made by His Grace
Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in
his capacity as the Metropolitan of the Church
of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). The Episcopal ordination
and Installation into this high office is set to
take place in November at the Cathedral of
Christ the Living Saviour Colombo. The instal-
lation of an Anglican Bishop is a key ceremony
in the church, laden with decorum.

I have been privileged to know Fr. Dushan-
tha Rodrigo for the past 15 years. He is an unas-
suming gentleman, a prudent decision-maker, a
leader with Christian charisma and importantly
a humble person. He is blessed with a sense of
humour which he gently unleashes from time to
time.

I recollect many instances of his humility and
resolute character. In 2017, there was a cyclone
like wind condition in some parts of Sri Lanka.
On hearing the terrible damage this wind had
caused to the buildings of S. Thomas’ Prepara-
tory School, I visited the school with my friend
Ravi Francis. I was not surprised to find Fr.
Rodrigo attired in his cassock standing in the
middle of the junior playground, amidst the
rain. Ravi ran back to the vehicle to grab an
umbrella for the Headmaster. The humble Fr.
Rodrigo proceeded to talk to me, politely refus-
ing the umbrella. His heart was totally focused
on rebuilding the damaged sections and recom-
mencing school. He did the rebuilding with
great passion supported by all old boys. He is a
leader who boldly leads by example, a trait
which is important for such a high office which
deals with the spiritual formation and guidance
of all Anglican adherents.

Fr. Dushantha Rodrigo becomes the first Tho-
mian to take on the mantle of Bishop of Colom-
bo. Ever since Rt. Rev. James Chapman, the pio-
neer clergyman who sailed to Ceylon, set up the
Anglican Churches and schools such as S.
Thomas’ College (STC), there were no Bishops
from STC, Mount Lavinia. The great school by
the sea has produced many good priests but no
Bishops. Interestingly, cricketing rivals Royal
College has produced four Bishops. Thus, the
vision of Rt. Rev. James Chapman (the first
Bishop of Colombo) took almost 169 years to
become a reality with the selection of Rev.
Dushantha Rodrigo. Needless to say that the
Thomian community is very jubilant about their
son who has created history.

I met up with the Bishop-designate at school.
He was seated in his office. Fr. Dushy explained,
“I started my education at S. Thomas’ College,
Mount Lavinia. I am from the batch of 1987. In
school, I was fond of playing soccer and cycling.
I took a keen interest as an altar server in the
Chapel of the Transfiguration. During my col-
lege days, I worshipped at Christ Church Dehi-
wela, where I was also an altar server. The
Vicar Fr. Lionel Peiris realized that I had the
character of a priest. I too felt the voice of God
gently prompting me towards the ordained min-
istry. This was duly identified by the Chaplain
of S. Thomas’ College Fr. Sunil de Silva, who
subsequently left the college. He updated the
Sub-Warden Fr. Duleep de Chickera (who later
became Bishop of Colombo) to mentor me and
guide me towards God’s service. As I look back
I can say with great respect and gratitude that
Rt. Rev. Duleep de Chickera helped me and
remains my mentor to this day.”

Cathedral of Christ the Living Saviour, Colombo
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=A MISSI()N TO

SERVE HUMANITY

Reverend Dushantha Lakshman Rodrigo

HE IS AN UNASSUMING GENTLEMAN, A PRUDENT
DECISION-MAKER, A LEADER WITH CHRISTIAN
CHARISMAAND IMPORTANTLY A HUMBLE
PERSON. HE IS BLESSED WITH A SENSE OF
HUMOUR WHICH HE GENTLY UNLEASHES

FROM TIMETO TIME

Becoming a priest is a process in the Angli-
can Church. Young Dushantha Rodrigo was
fresh out of school. He spoke to the then Bishop
of Colombo Rt. Rev. Swithin Fernando who
said, “Son, you are still young. Why don’t you
work somewhere for two years? Learn to expe-
rience the corporate sector and then if you real-
ly want to serve God, you will break every fetter
and return to the church.” The young Thomian
worked at Ford Rhodes (presently KPMG) and
then faithfully answered the call of Christ’s gos-
pel. He underwent his Parish training for one
year at St. John’s Church, Colombo 15 before
entering the Theological College of Lanka at
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Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby

there was a gale-force wind. Before we could

enter our home the big banyan tree came crash-
- forward with her new Bishop it would be pru-
dent to remember the words of the great theolo-

ing down on the house, had we been inside we
would be dead. God saved us. However, during
this time, as the Anglican community, we were
able to celebrate 150 years of the old cathedral
(which is the Christ Church). I then served as
Vicar of St. Michael’s Church, Polwatte and
Chaplain of Bishop’s College for five years. In
2011, I was transferred as Chaplain to STC,
Mount Lavinia. It was a memorable moment. I
was going back to my alma mater as the Chap-
lain.

The system of education had changed a lot
and we did not have corporal punishment. The
students were seen and also heard. ” In recogni-
tion of his service to the school, he was appoint-
ed Acting Warden. In keeping with the require-
ments of the church, he was relocated as Vicar
of St. John’s Church, Nugegoda where he served
for five years.

The year 2015 was a significant year for Fr.
Dushantha as the Bishop invited him to take on
the mantle of Headmaster, S. Thomas’ Prep

THE DECISIONTO APPOINT HIM TO THIS HIGH OFFICE IN THE EPISCOPATE WAS MADE BY HIS GRACE
JUSTIN WELBY, THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, IN HIS CAPACITY AS THE METROPOLITAN OF THE
CHURCH OF CEYLON (SRI LANKA). THE EPISCOPAL ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION INTO THIS HIGH
OFFICE IS SETTO TAKE PLACE IN NOVEMBER ATTHE CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE LIVING SAVIOUR

COLOMBO.THE INSTALLATION OF AN ANGLICAN BISHOP IS A KEY CEREMONY IN THE CHURCH, LADEN

WITH DECORUM

Pilimathalawa, Kandy in 1990. Two of his batch-
mates were Rev. Adrian Aaron and Rev. S.D.P.
Selvam. In 1994, Dushantha Rodrigo was
ordained as a Deacon having completed a Bach-
elors Degree in Theology. His first posting was
to the hill country at Holy Trinity Church,
Nuwara Eliya and Christ Church, Ragala. His
ministry knowledge was further augmented
with a Bachelor of Divinity degree from the
Senate of Serampore, India. Recognizing the
potential of this dynamic young priest, he was
posted as the Chaplain to S. Thomas’ College,
Gurutalawa. Over the next few years, he served
as curate and vicar of many churches including
a stint in Matara.

Bishop-designate Rev. Dushantha Rodrigo
recalled God’s divine grace over his life, and
added, “I was the vicar at Christ Church Mut-
wal where a great banyan tree has stood for
nearly 150 years, in the church garden. One
night I returned home with my wife around 11
pm after conducting a bible study. Suddenly

School Colombo 3. On June 11, 2020, he cele-
brated 25 years as an ordained priest. When the
incumbent Bishop of Colombo was due to
retire, Fr. Dushantha Rodrigo was encouraged
by his fellow clergy to offer himself for the
sacred post. There were two other clergymen as
aspiring candidates alongside him.

The final decision came from the Archbishop
of Canterbury and thus the dynamic Thomian
priest will soon be ordained to the highest
office in the Anglican Church of Sri Lanka. Fr.
Dushantha concluded by saying, “I am truly
humbled by this experience. I am very con-
scious of the fact that S. Thomas’ College was
established to produce an ordained priest for
the Christian ministry. We have duly produced
many great men of God. I hope to work closely
with the youth in all our churches. ”

The Archdeacon of Jaffna, Rev. Samuel Ponni-

ah (also an old boy of STC) said, “On behalf of
the Archdeaconry of Jaffna, I would like to
extend my hearty congratulations to Fr. Dush-

antha Rodrigo as he has accepted the invitation
to become the Bishop of Colombo. Fr. Dushy is
no stranger to my Archdeaconry as he was here
last year to conduct a workshop on liturgy and
worship. He was also at St. John’s College on
two occasions in my three and a half years here.

On both occasions, he came to Jaffna using pub-

lic transport - once to witness his under 17
cricket team play against St. John’s College in
2017 and next for the installation of the new
principal of the college this year.

The church in the North joins me in praying
for Fr. Dushy as he will face the challenge to be
a shepherd who will understand the hardship
his flock is enduring and stand in solidarity
with them in their efforts to search for truth
and justice and meaningful solutions to govern-
ance issues and in the collective journey

¢ towards reconciliation. ”

As the Anglican Church in Sri Lanka moves

ABMD -

Development Fortune

gian St. Augustine who said to fall in love with
God is the greatest romance, to seek him the
greatest adventure, to find him the greatest
human achievement. This is a magnificent jour-
ney of a young altar boy who remained faithful
to his calling and whom Almighty God blessed
and duly promoted as Bishop.
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WHO shows ‘great concern’
Virus surge

over

DENMARK: European coun-
tries have unveiled tough new
measures to try to curb a surge in
COVID-19 coronavirus infections
which the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) warned is of "great
concern".

Underscoring the disruption
wrought by COVID-19 even in the
corridors of power, US Presidential
candidate Joe Biden's running mate
Kamala Harris suspend-
ed travel after a staffer
contracted the disease
and EU chief Ursula von
der Leyen abruptly left a
summit in Brussels for a
similar reason.

And in France, police
searched the home of
the health minister as
part of a probe into the
government's handling of the coro-
navirus crisis, as new daily cases
topped 30,000 for the first time.

A map published Thursday by
the EU's ECDC disease control
agency handed a red label for high
rates of transmission and positive
testing to more than half the 31
countries it monitors, which
include non-EU members.

As the disease marches on relent-
lessly, millions in England are fac-
ing tighter restrictions, including a
ban on household mixing.

Meanwhile Queen Elizabeth II
made a first public appearance out-
side a royal residence since the
start of the pandemic, going
unmasked during a visit to a top-
secret British government research
lab.

Across the Channel, a curfew is
to be imposed in Paris and eight
other French cities and in Germany
there are new limits on people gath-
ering at events.

Announcing a partial lockdown
in "red" zones including major cit-
ies, Poland's government asked
people to work from home if possi-
ble, while Switzerland's health min-
ister Alain Berset said the situation
there "is deteriorating faster than
elsewhere".

o =g
5.

turope

Both countries are facing record
levels of new infections.

With nearly 1.1 million coronavi-
rus deaths and close to 40 million
cases worldwide, countries in
many parts of the world are facing
tough choices on how to control
the disease without the economic
and social devastation wrought by
nationwide lockdowns.

In India, where the pandemic has
upended a movie-mad culture,
some cinemas were allowed to reo-
pen Thursday to try to attract punt-
ers back to the cash-strapped silver
screen.

Israel, meanwhile, said it was
lifting an unpopular ban on citizens
flying out of the country in an eas-
ing of a second nationwide lock-
down.

At a press conference in Copen-
hagen, the WHO's regional direc-

SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS IN EUROPE
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CHINA: A $60 double-dose
experimental coronavirus vaccine
is being made available to some
residents in an eastern Chinese
city, health officials have said, the
first details of a mass rollout for an
as-yet unproven vaccine.

Officials in Jiaxing city said
Thursday residents aged between
18 and 59 with “urgent needs” can
seek consultations at clinics for a
Sinovac Biotech vaccine that
authorities have been giving to
groups such as medical workers.

The statement from Jiaxing's
centre for disease control and pre-
vention did not specify what con-
stituted “urgent needs”.

Authorities did not say how

4

many people in the city
had been given the vac-
cine, which comes in
two doses, administered up to 28
days apart and costing a total of
400 yuan ($59).

China has already given hun-
dreds of thousands of essential
workers at ports, hospitals and
other high-risk areas across the
country an experimental vaccine,
according to officials.

But even as 11 Chinese vaccines
have entered clinical trials - with
four in advanced Phase Three tri-
als - none have been approved for
mass market distribution. Beijing
has also made bold predictions on
a broader rollout before year-end
as it battles a storm of interna-
tional criticism over its early han-
dling of the outbreak.

Health officials told a press con-

World Health Organization (WHO) Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus speaks during a visit of the
Presidents of the Swiss Federal Chambers, at the World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva, Swit-
zerland on Thursday.

tor for Europe Hans Kluge told
reporters it was time to "step up
the measures" as rising case num-
bers on the continent were of "great
concern."

Britain hopes a local three-tier
system will fit the bill, with London
heading into level two at the week-
end and northwestern city Liver-
pool the only area in the top level,
with strict limits on social mixing
including the closure of pubs.

In France, police searched the
home of Health Minister Olivier
Veran, one of several current or
former ministers being probed fol-
lowing complaints by victims of
Covid-19 that they were slow to act
to check its spread.

The action came after France
announced a virus shutdown
between 9 pm and 6 am in Paris
and other hotspot cities that will

Donkey therapy to help Spain’s

stressed-out doctors

SPAIN: Walking into a dusty pad-
dock, a young nurse is quickly sur-
rounded by a group of donkeys gently
nudging her for attention as she
strokes their soft noses and feeds them
carrots.

When someone places a 10-day-old
colt in her arms, Monica Morales
squeals with delight, visibly relaxed
after a few hours unwinding at El Bur-
rito Feliz - “The Happy Little Don-
key” --an association offering free don-
key therapy sessions to medics fight-
ing the virus. Known as animal-assist-
ed therapy, such encounters can help
with a range of physical and mental
disorders, including stress, depression
and anxiety. Although such therapy is
more associated with horses, experts
say donkeys are better suited to help-
ing mental or emotional disorders
given their gentle nature and intuitive
respect for personal space.

“The situation is quite overwhelm-
ing, what we went through before is
now happening again,” says Morales,
25, who spent months working in a
Madrid hospital when the pandemic
hit. She is now based in the south as
Spain faces a second wave.

“There are more and more patients,
and growing tensions among col-
leagues so being here with these don-
keys is really helping.” Located by a
sprawling forest on the edge of Anda-
lusia's Donana National Park in south-
ern Spain, El Burrito Feliz is a non-
profit association with 23 donkeys that

have worked with Alzheimer's patients
and children with problems.

The “Doctor Donkey” project began
in late June as a way of offering respite
to frontline workers battling a virus
that has killed some 33,400 people,
infected more than 900,000, and left
medics traumatised and exhausted.

“The huge stress created through
the daily struggle with Covid-19
exhausts them, so here they can be
strengthened through therapy with
the donkeys,” explains Luis Bejarano,
57, who runs El Burrito Feliz.

“They can recharge their batteries
to keep fighting another day.” Bejara-
no says the idea came from a book
about Japan's therapeutic forests
where people spend time among trees
to reduce stress and depression as an
alternative to therapy.

“The situation generates a lot of
anxiety and stress because of the risk
of getting infected, or passing it on to
colleagues, family members or other
patients who are more fragile than
usual,” says 31l-year-old oncologist
Mari Paz Lopez. And the risk of fall-
ing ill is very real, with one in 10 of
Spain's healthcare workers getting
infected -- twice that of the general
population and one of the highest rates
in the world. “We've not been offered
any psychological help although I
know it exists in other places,” says
Lopez who works in the southern city
of Jaen and heard about the donkey
therapy through television. - AFP

remain for as long as six weeks. In
neighbouring Spain, bars and res-
taurants will close across the north-
eastern region of Catalonia for the
next 15 days, while Germany said
daily infections have reached levels
not seen since the start of the pan-
demic.

Breaking with past practice,
China has sought to avoid a major
lockdown after an outbreak in the
port of Qingdao, testing almost 10
million residents but allowing peo-
ple to come and go as they please.

Countries across Africa - which
accounts for just over four percent
of global cases - have also eased
lockdowns and travel curbs over
the past month, but weekly cases
and deaths have ticked up, accord-
ing to the Africa Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

- AFP
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Luis Bejarano, who crossed The Alps with a donkey and a llama, says donkeys
interact better with people than horses, who are more suited to physical therapy.

Over half of EU countries ‘red’
on new virus travel map

SWEDEN: More than half of countries in the
EU, plus the UK, were on Thursday labelled red
in a new map issued by the bloc's disease con-
trol agency aimed at guiding decisions on travel

restrictions.

The map was issued after EU member states
decided on Tuesday to coordinate their
approach to travel restrictions on other coun-
tries in response to Covid-19 outbreaks.

Seventeen of 31 countries covered by the
European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control (ECDC) were labelled red or mostly
red, meaning average daily cases over the previ-

s. a5
ference last month that the country
expects to be able to produce 610
million vaccine doses annually by
year-end, stressing it would be
affordable.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has
also previously declared that Chi-
nese vaccines would be made a
“global public good”.

China has signed up to a World
Health Organization-led bid to
ensure future COVID-19 vaccines
are distributed to developing coun-
tries, the biggest economy yet to
join the attempt to control the
pandemic.

Beijing has not given details on
how much money it would commit
to the deal, which has a fundraising
goal of $2 billion and aims to pro-
vide 92 low and middle-income
countries with a future vaccine.

- AFP

ity rate of over four percent.

stein.

A green rating means the 14-day notification
rate is lower than 25 cases per 100,000 and the
test positivity rate below four percent, and
orange are those that fall between red and

green.

ous 14-day period were 50 or higher per
100,000 inhabitants coupled with a test positiv-

The red rating is if the 14-day notification
rate is 150 cases or higher per 100,000.

In addition to the 27 EU countries, the ECDC
covers the UK, Norway, Iceland and Liechten-

Member states agreed not to impose travel
restrictions on travellers from regions rated

"green", but none achieved that level nation-

wide.

For countries that are red and orange, mem-
bers states are free to decide what measures, if
any, they wish to impose but could for instance

require travellers coming from those countries

tion. - AFP

to undergo quarantine or a Covid-19 test.

Five countries -- Austria, Germany, Sweden,
Denmark and Iceland - did not receive a rat-
ing, with the agency citing a lack of informa-

Indian cinemas re-open after 7 months

INDIA: Cinemas in movie-mad
India tentatively re-opened on Thurs-
day but with worries about coronavi-
rus and only old films showing, early
punters were few and far between.

The famously cinema-hungry
nation has been deprived of physi-
cal venues since March, when it
entered a serious lockdown that
continues today.

The pandemic has clobbered
theatres worldwide but in India,
home to the planet's most prolific
movie industry, it has upended a
culture that treats the stars of the
silver screen almost like gods.

After the recent loss of several
luminaries to coronavirus, cancer
and even suicide - as well as a
Bollywood drugs scandal -- the
industry is desperate for some
good news.

But it may have to wait, with
some states still keeping theatres
closed - including Maharashtra
and its movie mad capital Mum-
bai -- and film studios offering no
new releases.

At the Sharada Cinema in
Bangalore on Thursday, there was
only a small trickle of customers
for the morning showing of action
fantasy "Kaanadante Maaya-
vadanu'".

One of those in line was busi-
nessman Chandrashekhar Naidu,
who said he was "excited" to

return to the cinema after the almost
seven-month-long coronavirus-
imposed hiatus. India's largest opera-
tor PVR -- which lost $30 million in
the last quarter - on Thursday was

A movie goer gets his temperature checked at
the entrance of a cinema theatre in Bangalore
on Thursday. - AFP

only screening movies for employees,
police and their families, before open-
ing to the public on Friday at selected
locations. A trip to the cinema
remains an affordable pursuit in India,
with as little as 75 rupees ($1) buy-
ing three hours of drama, dancing
and song in air-conditioned luxury.

But with temperature checks at
the door, half the seats left empty
for social distancing, and only a
limited selection of food, the expe-
rience now is a far cry from what
was previously on offer. Top Bolly-
wood producer Aditya Chopra is
also preparing to release "Bunty
Aur Babli 2", a sequel to a 2005 hit,
at the same time, according to
media reports.

But with India's virus cases surg-
ing past seven million, the threat of
infection remains strong, prompt-
ing authorities in Mumbai, the
home of Bollywood, to put off reo-
pening cinemas for the time being.

"Mumbai is the heart of the film
industry - if theatres are closed
there, half the battle is already
lost," said analyst Nahta.

In such uncertain times, if the
remaining cinemas are able to sell
even half the tickets available - 25
percent of normal capacity - they
can celebrate, he said.

"If they manage to fill 60 percent
of the seats on offer, it will be
superb news for the industry." - AFP
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Trump defends COVID-19

response, Biden talks ‘UNITY’

US: US President Don-
ald Trump delivered a com-
bative defense on Thurs-
day of his COVID-19
response while election
challenger Joe Biden -
offering a glaring contrast
in style in a rival town hall
- accused him of doing
"nothing" to end the pan-
demic.

The dueling appearanc-
es, scheduled at the same
time on rival television net-
works, showed Biden giv-
ing unflashy, empathetic,
often in-depth answers to
voters in the audience,
while Trump delivered a
fiery, sometimes agitated
defense of his Presidency.

Trump, who trails in the
polls ahead of the Novem-
ber 3 election, was espe-

US President Donald Trump and Democratic candidate Joe

Biden.

cially under pressure about
the coronavirus that has
killed over 217,000 Ameri-
cans and inflicted deep
economic damage.

"We're rounding the cor-

ner," Trump insisted with
his usual optimism, even as
swaths of the United States
see sharply rising
caseloads.

The President entered

calmer waters when field-
ing a series of more com-
fortable questions from
members of the audience,
one of whom sparked
applause by telling Trump:
"You have a great smile."
By contrast, Biden's
appearance on rival net-
work ABC mirrored his
steady and generally low-
key campaign, with prom-
ises of bipartisan healing
in divided Washington and
aiming steady fire on
Trump's coronavirus
record. "We're in a situa-
tion where we have
210,000 plus people dead
and what's he doing? Noth-
ing. He's still not wearing
masks," Biden said of
Trump at the event in Phil-
adelphia. "We've got to

change the nature of the
way we deal with one
another," Biden said. "If
I'm elected President, the
first thing - and not a
joke... I'm going to pick up
the phone and call them
and say, 'Let's get togeth-
er‘lll

Biden repeatedly came
back to the theme of unity,
saying he would be Presi-
dent to all Americans
including those who voted
against him. Originally,
both candidates were
meant to meet Thursday

FRANCE: Hainan gib-
bons -- the rarest primates
on Earth - were already
teetering on the edge of
extinction in 2014 when
the most powerful storm to
lash China's coast in half a
century ravaged their island
oasis.

Decades of economic
development, along with
logging and deforestation,
had reduced their habitat
by more than half.

What primary forest
remained was also frag-
mented, further hemming
in the tailless apes, which
travel exclusively above
ground.

But the massive mud-
slides unleashed by super

for what would have been
their second of three Presi-

dential debates.

With only 19 days until
the election, Trump is now
running out of time to

overtake Biden. - AFP

US: Americans are vot-
ing early in record num-
bers with more than 17.8
million casting their bal-
lots already ahead of a
presidential  election
between Democrat Joe
Biden and Republican

Donald Trump taking
place under the shadow of

the COVID-19 coronavi-
rus pandemic.

And while the result of

the White House race will
not be known until Elec-
tion Day on November 3
-- or perhaps much later -
the early vote indications
appear to favor the
77-year-old Biden, who
has a double-digit lead
over Trump in the nation-
al polls.
began in Iowa on October
5. As of Thursday more
than 325,000 ballots have
been cast in the Hawkeye

Over 11 million girls won’t return to school after COVID -19,
"

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Early voting

Texas on Tuesday.

State, according to the US
Elections Project of the
University of Florida.
The project maintains a
running tally of in-person
early votes and returned
mail ballots. By Thursday
afternoon a total of 17.8
million ballots had been
cast in the states that

Azoulay said as she visited a high

report early totals. Elec-
tion experts point to the
COVID-19 crisis and an
expansion of voting by
mail for the surge in early
voting, which is on a pace
to smash the 2016 total of
47 million early votes.
Several polls have shown
that Democrats are more

Education

likely than Republicans to
vote early because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the US
Elections Project, voters,
as of Thursday, have
requested 80.69 million
mail-in ballots in the
states reporting such fig-
ures. Of the states that

"unfortunately

report requests by politi-
cal party registration,
Democrats have request-
ed 23.66 million ballots
and Republicans 13.91
million. A total of 2.09
million early votes have
been cast in Florida, 1.68
million in California and
1.62 million in Texas,
according to the US Elec-
tions Project.

Other states with high
early vote totals include
Michigan (1.3 million),
Virginia (1.14 million)
and New Jersey (1.14 mil-
lion).

More than 916,000
early votes have been cast
in the southern state of
Georgia despite long lines
on the first day this week
which saw some voters
waiting for more than 10
hours.

- AFP

by President Felix Tshisekedi in

typhoon Rammasun made
things worse, gouging
15-metre wide gullies into
the mountainous forest and
effectively cutting off their
treetop highways.

"Canopy connectivity is
critical for gibbons as they
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OF CONGO: Over 11 million
girls face being unable to return
to school even after coronavirus
restrictions are lifted around the
world, UNESCO head Audrey
Azoulay said Thursday during a
visit to the Democratic Republic
of Congo.

"We worry that in many coun-
tries the closure of schools has
unfortunately led to losses,"

school in the capital Kinshasa,
three days after the country's
2020-21 school year began.

"We estimate that 11 million
girls will be unable to go back to
school around the world."

Accordingly, "we have launched
an awareness campaign on the
need for schools to go back to
school," the former French cul-
ture minister said.

remains very unequal" for girls,
Azoulay said, noting that their
access to schooling is a priority
for the UN Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO).

Congolese Education Minister
Willy Bakonga, accompanying
Azoulay, urged her to support the
country's programme of free pub-
lic primary education launched

September last year.

He said the programme had
allowed more than four million
children to join or rejoin the edu-
cation system in the poor but
mineral-rich Central African
country. Hailing the reform as
"very ambitious", Azoulay recog-
nised the "enormous challenges"
at hand in terms of infrastruc-
ture, teacher training and budget-

schooling "as long as possible",
she said she would support the
Congolese authorities in the
"massive effort that must be
made for the quality of teaching".

Experts estimate the annual
cost of free primary education at
$2.64 billion, a colossal sum for
the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

- AFP

are strictly arboreal," lead
author Bosco Pui Lok
Chan, head of the Kadoorie
Farm and Botanic Garden
in Hong Kong's New Terri-
tories, told AFP.

"Forest fragmentation
thus presents a major con-
servation challenge for gib-
bons."

It not only limits their
ability to forage for food, it
can interfere with the
search for a mate and make
them more vulnerable to
predators.

After the typhoon, Chan
and his colleagues noticed
while monitoring the gib-
bons - only a few dozen of
which remain in the wilds
of China's Hainan Island -
that they had trouble cross-
ing these new gaps in the
forest.

And when they did, "they
took very risky routes
involving a lot of long
jumps and high falls among
the few surviving trees," he

China’s southern island gibbons
Fhe workd's st coitically endasgered pramais
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Scientists throw lifeline
to world’s rarest primate

said. Then Chan had a
light-bulb moment.

"We constructed a two-
pronged canopy rope bridge
across the damaged arbore-
al highway," he said.

The "bridge" consisted of
two parallel ropes tied at
either end to trees.

The conservationists also
set up motion cameras to
record any movement on or
across the ropes.

The group of nine gib-
bons most affected by this
particular gash in the forest
didn't avail themselves of
the lifeline right away.

Indeed, only 176 days
later did the cameras cap-
ture the first image of a
gibbon on the ropes.

After that first crossing,
however, others quickly fol-
lowed suit. Some strode
across the mountaineering-
grade ropes like tight-rope
walkers, while others
moved underneath, swing-

ing arm to arm. - AFP
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MUNICIPAL COUNCIL - KADUWELA

Meat Stalls and Market Procurement Notice. -

Sealed procurement bids are invited up to 10.00 a.m. on 06.11.2020 for the lease of
meat stalls and markets belonging to Kaduwela Municipal Council for the period
from 01.01.2021 to 31.12.2021.

Procurement Bid forms will be issued from 19.10.2020 to 05.11.2020 (only on
week days) from 09.00 a.m. to 03.00 p.m. by the Finance Department of this office.
Procurement bids will be opened at 10.00 a.m. on 06.11.2020 at this offices. Further
details could be obtained from the Municipal Commissioner during working days
from 09.00 a.m. to 03.00 p.m. (Telephone No. 0112-539562), procurement applicants
or their authorized representatives with written request could be present at the time

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the following
company is to be incorporated under and in
terms of Section 34 of the Companies Act,
No. 7 of 2007 as amended.

Name of Company :

Nuwandika Siriwardena Foundation
Registered Office Address :

No. 1046/3/B, Pothuarawa Road, Malabe.
On behalf of the Board by

Gregory's Partners

Company Secretary

53/3, Gregory's Road, Colombo 7.

The proposed objectives of the Company,

which have been approved by the Registrar
General of Companies are as follows :

- To provide medicine and other medical

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section
9(1) of the Companies Act No. 07 of 2007, that
the under mentioned private limited liability
company was incorporated on 12th October

2020.

Registered Number
Incorporation Date
Registered Office

Company Secretary

Date: 15th October 2020

Name of the Company : Fashion & Events

(Private) Limited

: PV 00228832
: 12th October 2020
: No. 136/4, Uduwana,

Homagama.

OBSERVER

Daily Hews

Classifieds

ReallEstate
T T prerre—"

Business

House & Property

KALUTARA

District

For sale

Legal, Secretarial &
Management

Want to post by
Speed Post photo-

Panadura - Goraka-

of opening of tenders.
NB:

1. Itis compulsory to produce the applicant’s National Identity / Driving Licence /
Passport when obtaining procurement applications.

2. Procurement applications will not be issued to those who have to pay due rentals

equipment for low income earning cancer
patients.

- To provide aid for the families of low

income earning cancer patients for their
day to day maintenance / requirements
; including providing of necessary aid
for health care, education and other

JOBS

BREAKING

copies 150x275.
C/o Daily News.
N0152707

pola (Old Colombo
Panadura  Road)
20.95 perches
residential and
commercial three

to Kaduwela Municipal Council or who have defaulted procurement tender
terms and conditions earlier.

3. The Municipal Commissioner reserves the right to accept or reject the bids
submitted.

4. If any person intends to apply for more than one trade stall, separate applications
for each stall should be obtained and submitted separately.

5. Tender forms perfected in duplicate inserted in two separate covers marked as
“the original” and “the duplicate” and sealed should be deposited in the tender
box kept at the Municipal Finance Department of Kaduwela Muncipal Council
before 10.00 a.m. on 06.11.2020. The name of the trade stall for which bids
are submitted should be mentioned on the top left-hand corner of the envelope
containing tenders.

necessities for children in such families.
Providing counselling services to family
members of patients suffering cancer.
Conducting awareness programs and
seminars through media platforms in
order to prevent the discrimination
against patients or influence, for the
protection and upholding of fundamental
rights of citizens of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
Empowering the society on the religious
values and knowledge in order to create
a society with religious norms.

Providing children of low income earning
families with aid and donations necessary

BOUNDARIES

THE COUNTRY'S

LARGEST

RECRUITMENT

DATABASE

FOR
JOBSEEKERS

www.observerjobs.lk

storied road front-
age building for
immediate sale.
Ground floor with
three shop units
including five
bedrooms, three
bathrooms  lobby,
balcony & pantry
3350 sq.ft. Situ-
ated within a good
residential area.
Tel. 0773930800 /
0777634791. 061309

Repeat
Your
Ad
For
Better
Offers

for the development of their education.
Minimum Procurement Deposit Amount Hosting medical clinics aimed at
Place P{'gc;lremenlt Refundable | Non-refundable providing .medical treatments and advise
Bid for 202 Tender Form Fee to pgc&ple in 'rémfﬂ arelzlls ch1 thelcountry. .
Rs Cts Rs Cits Rs Cts Prc?V} ing aid for the deve opmen't ©
religious places and places of worship in
Athurugiriya District Office rural areas of the country.
01 | Beef Stall 293,000.00 23,000.00 4,000.00 Providing aid for the wellbeing of children
in orphanages and senior citizens in
02 | Mutton & Chicken Stall 304,000.00 24,000.00 4,000.00 homes for the aged.
03 | Pork Stall 330,000.00 26,000.00 4,000.00 Raising awareness in order to sustain
and reserve environment by providing
Kaduwela District Office required aid.
01 | Mutton & Chicken Stall, 304,000.00 24,000.00 4,000.00
Kaduwela <
02 | Beef Stall, Kaduwela 330,000.00 26,000.00 4,000.00 MM@
03 | Pork Stall, Kaduwela 322,000.00 26,000.00 4,000.00 "‘ p@m
Sanjeewa Bandukeerthi in the
Municipal Commissioner
Kaduwela Municipal Council Sllllﬂélg @hﬁm‘lfe r
Kaduwela.
14.10.2020 Is the best way to fulfil
Y, your Future Dreams

Tangalle Urban Council

Tender Notice

Year 2021

Sealed tenders in duplicate for the lease of the properties of Tangalle Urban Council mentioned in the
following schedule for the period from 01.01.2020 to 31.12.2020 may be sent by registered post to
the Tangalle Urban Council or deposited in the tender box kept at the Council before 10.00 a.m. on
06.11.2020.

Tender forms will be issued only to those who confirm their identity by the National Identity Card or any
other acceptacne form of identity and fulfilling the following requirements levying the undermentioned
charges up to 3.00 p.m. on 05.11.2020.

The person who obtain tender forms should confirm his identity prior to obtaining same. The Grama
Niladhari Certificate in proof of permanent residency should be submitted and the revenue certificate
issued by the Divisional Secretary to the effect that the bidder has an annual income of over Rs. 240,000/=
should also be produced. Tender forms will be issued only to those over 25 years of age.

Tenders will be opened at 10.30 a.m. on 06-11-2020.

The Tender Board of Tangalle Urban Council reserves the right to accept or reject the whole tender
or a part thereof. Tenderers or their representatives could be present at the time of opening tenders.
Further details could be had from this office during office hours. Telephone No. 047-4931945 or 047-

Replies to
Classifieds
&
Casual
Advertisements
published
C/o the

Dailp News

should only be
sent by
ordinary post.
Replies sent
under
registered cover
will not be
accepted.

TEACHING HOSPITAL - KURUNEGALA

Tenders are invited up to 10.00 a.m. on 04.11.2020 from construction
contractors possessing valid ICTAD/CIDA registration for granting
the contract for extension of the Director’s Office of this hospital -
completion of balance work. Tenders will be opened at the Director’s
Office immediately after closing of accepting tenders. The tenderer or
an authorized representative could be present on this occasion.

Bid documents could be inspected free of charge during working days
of the week up to 3.00 p.m. on 02.11.2020 and bid documents could
be obtained up to this time from the Head Office after submitting the

documents mentioned below.

1. Submitting a written application addressed to the Director,
Teaching Hospital, Kurunegala.

2. Submitting the receipt obtained for payment of a non-
refundable fee of Rs. 2500/- to the Shroff of the hospital for

each of the work.

3. Submitting a certified photocopy of the ICTAD / CIDA
registration along with the original copy.

The name of the work should be clearly mentioned on the top left-
hand corner of the envelope containing the tender and should be
addressed to The Chairman, Regional Procurement Committee,
Teaching Hospital, Kurunegala and sent by registered post or could
be inserted in the Tender Box kept at the Chief Accountant’s Office.
Further details regarding this matter could be obtained by calling on
Tel. No. 037-2233906 - Extension 2800.

Chairman

Regional Procurement Committee

Teaching Hospital

Kurunegala.

TENDER NOTICE

4934275.
Minimum
Serial Bid Amount Te“de.’ Ll
Reason Deposit | Form Fee
No. could be
. Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts.
applied
Lease of the right of collecting taxes at janatha
01 Pola, Fish Market at Tangalle and collection of | 4,684,465.50 25,000.00 | 1,500.00
additional taxes within Urban Council limits
02 | Lease of Beef Stall at Tangalle Public Market 1,231,875.00 15,000.00 | 1,500.00
03 | Lease of New Public Toilet 495,375.00 10,000.00 500.00
Ravindu Wedaarachchi
Chairman

Tangalle Urban Council

To Buy Your Dream Vehicle W|th|n your Budget )

If it is a vehicle you want,
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PRADESHIYA SABHA, MADULLA, DAMBAGALLA

Sealed Tenders are invited by me from Voluntary Organizations, registered within the Moneragala District or from
individuals with permanent residency up to 10.00 a.m. on 17.11.2020 for granting of leasing rights of property mentioned
in the Schedule below located within the area of authority of the Madulla Pradeshiya Sabha and belonging to the Sabha
for a one year period from 01.01.2021 upto 31.12.2021 (Tender Forms will be issued from 19.10.2020).

Tenders will be opened on the same day (17.11.2020) at 10.05 a.m. in the presence of the Tender Board and the applicant
or his representative with written approval could be present on this occasion.

Tender applications could be obtained only up to 2.00 p.m. on 16.11.2020 after paying the specified Tender Form fees
and the Tender Guarantee as mentioned in the schedule below. The applicant should submit the National Identity Card
when obtaining Tender Forms in proof of identity.

Schedule 01

D | Tender Goamnte | Tender Fom e
No. (Without VAT) (Rs.) Rs))
(Rs.)
01. Madulla Weekly Fair with 04 Shops 6,000,000.00 60,000.00 10,000.00
02. Madulla Weekly Fair
i Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
ii Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
iii Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
iv Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
\Y Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
vi Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
vii Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
viii Fish Stall 45,000.00 15,000.00 4000.00
03 Marie Arawa Weekly Fair 650,000.00 25,000.00 6000.00
04 Marie Arawa Weekly Fair Shop No. 02 27,500.00 7000.00 2500.00

Further details regarding Tender Conditions could be obtained from the Officer in-charge on the subject of Tenders at the
Pradeshiya Sabha, when collecting Tender Forms.

D.M. Chaminda Pushpakumara
Chairman,

Pradeshiya Sabha,

Madulla, Dambagalla.

Madulla Pradeshiya Sabha

Enquiries : 055-2275186 / 071-2565067
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VACANCIES

UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA, SRI LANKA

University of Jaffnawill entertain applications from the qualified persons for the undermentioned posts.

FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT STUDIESAND COMMERCE

Senior Professor/ Professor of Commerce/ Financial Management / Human Resource Management / Marketing

Senior Lecturer Grade | / Senior Lecturer Grade Il/Lecturer (Unconfirmed)/ Lecturer (Probationary) in Accounting /
Financial Management / Marketing

SALARY AND OTHER BENEFITS

Post Salary scale

Senior Professor Rs.139,175 - 11x2925 - 171,350/= p.m
Professor Rs.117,350 - 13x2700 - 152,450/= p.m
Senior Lecturer Grade | Rs.91,310 - 7 x 2,170-106,500/= p.m
Senior Lecturer Grade | Rs.79,360 - 11 x 1,630-97,290/= p.m
Lecturer (Unconfirmed) Rs.69,580 - 5 x 1,630-77,730/= p.m
Lecturer (Probationary) Rs.54,600 - 10 x 1,335-67,950/= p.m
In addition to the above salary,

1. Thefollowing allowances will be paid as the percentage of the basic salary to the academic staff:

i)  Academic alowance

Senior Professor - 167%
Professor - 162%
Senior Lecturer Gr.l/Gr.lI - 151%
Lecturer (Unconfirmed) - 131%
Lecturer (Probationary) - 115%

ii)  Research alowance - 35% (based on the research activity)
iii)  Additional monthly alowance — 20%

2. Cost of living allowance of Rs.7,800/-p.m.
Statutory Benefits.

1. Sabbatical leave entitlement for the holder of the Post of Senior Lecturer Gr.Il and above
II.  Membership in Universities Provident Fund and Pension Scheme in the University system
III.  Gratuity payments

1V.  Employees’ Trust Fund benefits

V. Free Medical Services

Closing date:
Applications should reach us on or before the dates given below:

Post of Senior Professor/Professor - 31.12.2020
Other posts - 18.11.2020

Applications and other documents for the Post of Senior Professor/Professor shall be sent tothe  Vice-Chancellor with
a covering letter. Applications for the other posts shall be sent to the Deputy Registrar / Academic Establishments,
University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka with the photocopies of the educational & professional qualifications (with statement of the
Degrees and service certificates.)

*  Applicantsfor the Post of Professor are requested to submit the following in addition to the prescribed Application
Form:

a) 18 copies of his’her Curriculum Vitae
b) 18 copies of self-assessment of his’her whole career that lists and specifies the contribution to:

> Teaching, Scholarship and Academic Development

> Research, Scholarship and Creative Work

> Dissemination of Knowledge

> Awards, University, National and International Development Activities

The Self Assessment should be prepared in accordance with the marking scheme, giving details under each
heading/sub heading.
c)  Three copies each of the documents to support self assessment in :

Teaching, Scholarship and Academic Development (Section 1.0)

Research, Scholarship and Creative Work (Section 2.0)

Dissemination of Knowledge (Section 3.1)

Awards, University, National and International Development Activities and other relevant
documents listed in the self assessment. (Section 3.2 & 3.3)

(Section 2.0 & 3.1 could be prepared as a separate document)

(The three copies of the publication, research papers and other relevant documents should be submitted in aform
of that can be evaluated)

d) Titlesof five (05) outstanding research publications/research papers by the candidate.

Application forms and other details will be available in the University website www.jfn.ac.lk. Downloaded application
forms should accompany the paid Bank Slip for the deposit of a sum of Rs.100/- credited to the Peoples Bank Account No:
162-1-001-6-0000880 of Bursar, University of Jaffna.

Application forms and other details may be obtained from the office of the Deputy Registrar, Academic Establishments, University
of Jaffna, Sri Lanka, on a payment of Rs.100/- per application form. Those who wish to obtain application forms by post are
requested to send a self-addressed stamped envelope 23x10 c.m. in size along with the paid Bank Slip to the above address.

The candidates who apply for more than one position should submit separ ate application along with separate Bank dlip.
The post applied for should be marked on the top left hand corner of the envelope.

Applicants from the University System/Government Departments/Corporations and Statutory Boards should channel their
applications through the Heads of respective Institutions, but may send an advance copy in the first instance. However, no such
applicant will be considered for interview, if the application channeled through the Head of the Department is not received.

YyvyVvYy

Illegible & incomplete applications, and applications received by the University after the closing date will be rejected
without intimation. Only shortlisted applicants will be called for an interview.

REGISTRAR
UNIVERSITY OF JAFFNA
SRI LANKA

16.10.2020

University of Kelaniya - Sri Lanka

VACANCIES

Applications will be received from qualified persons to fill the vacancies of the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka.

| 01. Post : Marshal (Grade 1) |

| 04. Post : Electrician (Grade 1)

Qualifications:

1. i. A graduate of a recognized University/
Higher Educational Institution.

ii. Age - Between 30-45 years

iii. Physique - Male Height: 5" 5”
Chest : 32” deflated
Female Height: 5 4”

Note : Preference will be given to those who
possess experience in Police/Armed Forces and
active participation in sports activities, social
welfare activities within the university and at
national level.

OR

2. A person who has experience in a post not
below the rank of Major in the Armed Forces
in Sri Lanka or not below the equivalent rank
in Sri Lanka Police.

Selection : By Interview

Salary Scale : Rs. 42885 - 18x660 - 54765 p.m.
[UMN 3 (II) as at 01.01.2020 as per Commission
Circular No. 17/2016 & 17/2016 (v)]

In addition to the salary, the cost of living
allowances and other approved allowances will be
paid to the selected candidate/s.

02. Post : Security Inspector (Grade 1) |

Qualifications:

i. a) G.C.E. (O/L) Examination in six subjects
at not more than two sittings with credit
passes in 5 subjects. The credit passes
must include Sinhala/Tamil language or
Literature and Arithmetic/Commercial
Arithmetic/Mathematics.

OR

b) Employees of the University System with
not less than 5 years satisfactory service
and who have passed the G.C.E. (O/L)
Examination in 06 subjects at not more
than 03 sittings. The subjects passed
must include Sinhala/Tamil language or
Literature and Arithmetic/Commercial
Arithmetic/Mathematics.

AND

ii. Not less than 05 years satisfactory service in
the Police or Armed service or Security service
in the University System or other recognized
security organization.

iii. Should have actively participated in Sport.

iv. Height : Not less than 5 feet and 4 inches.
Chest : Not less than 34 inches (Normal)

Selection : By Interview

Salary Scale : Rs. 30,725 - 17x300 - 35,825 p.m.
[UMN 1 (IIIA) as at 01.01.2020 as per commission
Circular No. 17/2016]

In addition to the salary, the cost of living
allowances and other approved allowances will be
paid to the selected candidate/s.

03. Post : Mason (Grade Il)
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LLAKE
I House
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Qualifications :
(i) Should have passed Grade 08.
(ii) Should be conversant with -

(a) Brick work and the different types of
courses used in the construction of
wall footings, wall arches, taper pillers,
chimneys, sewer chambers etc.;

(b) All types of plaster, mixing and laying of
reinforced concrete;

(c) Reading plans and setting out foundations
for simple construction;

(d) Colour washing including use of emulsion
paint.

(iii) Not less than 2 years experience in masonry.

The Applications submitted without service
certificates will be rejected and treated as not
qualified.

Age : Not more than 45 years.

Salary Scale : Rs. 29915-16 % 270-34235 p.m.
[U-PL3(IID)]

(Salary Scale for 2020 as per Commission Circular
No. 17/2016)

In addition, other allowances recommended by
the University Grants Commission will also be
paid.

Selection Method : By a Trade Test and an
interview.

Qualifications:
(i) Ability to read and write.
(ii) Should be conversant with -

(a) Detecting faults, repairs and assembly of
materials, transformers and all types of
machinery and appliances, cables, wires
and their ratings, measuring instruments
and their uses, various types of wiring,
joining, testing meters and small
transformers;

(b) Reading and understanding drawings
and diagrams. Reading scales and record
fractional dimensions;

(c) Care and the use of the tools in the trade.

(iii) Not less than 2 years experience as an
Electrician in a Government Department, State
Corporation or in a recognized establishment.

The Applications submitted without service
certificates will be rejected and treated them as
not qualified.

Age: Not more than 40 years.

Salary Scale : Rs. 29915-16 x 270-34235 p.m.
[U-PL3(IID)]

(Salary Scale for 2020 as per Commission Circular
No. 17/2016)

In addition, other allowances recommended by
the University Grants Commission will also be
paid.

Selection Method : By a Trade Test and an
interview.

05. Post : Mechanic (Grade Il)

Qualifications :
(i) Should have passed Grade 08.
(i) Should be conversant with -

(a) Reading scales, micrometers and
recording fractional dimensions;

(b) Specialized types of fitting of plant and
machinery of steam, motor and diesel or
the operation of workshop machinery
such as lathes milling machines and
shaping machines; and

(iii) Reading and understanding drawings.

(iv) Not less than 2 years experience as a Mechanic
or Machine Operator.

The Applications submitted without service
certificates will be rejected and treated as not
qualified.

Age : Not more than 45 years.

Salary Scale : Rs. 29915-16 x 270-34235 p.m.
[U-PL3(IID)]

(Salary Scale for 2020 as per Commission Circular
No. 17/2016)

In addition, other allowances recommended by
the University Grants Commission will also be
paid.

Selection Method : By a Trade Test and an
interview.

Method of Application :

Application forms could be downloaded from the
University Website (www.kln.ac.1k). Duly completed
Applications on prescribed forms should be sent with
copies of relevant certificates, indicating the post
applied for on the top left-hand corner of the envelope
to reach the Assistant Registrar/ Non-Academic
Establishment Division, University of Kelaniya,
Dalugama, Kelaniya, to be received on or before 2nd
November 2020.

Age limit will be not applicable to applicants from
Higher Education Institutes, Government Departments,
Corporations and Statutory Boards and they should
channel their applications through the respective
Heads of Institutions.

The University reserves the right to shortlist the
candidates.

Applications which are not fulfilling the required
qualifications, incomplete, illegible applications and
those received after the closing date will be rejected
and they will not be considered again under any
circumstance.

Registrar
University of Kelaniya

14.10.2020
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Sampath Sofa Panadura to invest in Form Factory

JAYANTHI COORAY

Sampath Sofa Manufac-
turing Company Dibbadda
Panandura will invest over
Rs. 40 million to construct a
modern cushion latex form
factory.

Chairman Managing
Director, Sampath Sofa,
Sampath Fonseka said that
with most of the latex form
isimported and in some
instances the quality is ques-
tionable. “Due to this Sofas
tend to shrink.”

He said that manufactur-
ing latex form locally would
also result in saving huge
forex to the country and the
price of Sofasin the local
market too would come
down making the product
affordable even to alow
income family.

He said that he has
aready obtained land for
this project and heisin the
process of importing
machinery. “The latex form
factory will also increase my
value addition to almost
80%.”

Chairman Managing Director, Sampath Sofa, Sampath

Fonseka.

Fonseka said that once the
factory is operating from
next February he also hopes
to open his own show room
in Colombo and would
intensify his exports to Aus-
tralia and the Gulf when the
corona pandemic settles.

“For the first timein Sri
Lankal will also introduce
the ‘ sofa trading concept’
from mid next year.”

He also said that they will
a so have a mobile sofa
repairing unit to attend to
minor Sofarepairs since

households find it hard to
transport sofas.

Asked if he has plansto
move in to fabric manufac-
turing he answered in the
negative.

He said that though some
‘orders’ for hotels were tem-
porary halted due to the
covid pandemic, thereis
increase demand from apart-
ment market. “Thisis
because we design sofas
according to the diverse
designed requirement of
architects.

Recalling his path to suc-
cess, Sampath Sofa began
from stitching cushion cov-
ers and supplying them to
Arpico Super a decade ago
ad very low margins. “I soon
mastered the technique and
started designing sofas and
getting them crafted by car-
penters in Moratuwa. Due to
my personal supervisions
these sofas were well accept-
ed in the market and then |
started my own carpentry
house in Dibbadda Panandu-
ra and rebranded the prod-
ucts as Sampath Sofa.”

nghllghts from the donation event

Senior AIumnus of Colombo Umversﬂy donates bus

Multiform Chemicals
(Pvt) Ltd through its Chair-
man Thilak Karunaratne,
Former President of the
Alumni Association of the
University of Colombo and
Council Member of the
University of Colombo
donated a brand new 33
seater air conditioned luxu-
ry passenger bus to the Fac-
ulty of Science of the Uni-
versity of Colombo at a
simple ceremony held at
the College House of the
University of Colombo,

The Vice Chancellor of
the University of Colombo,
Senior Professor Chandrika
N. Wijeyaratne accepted
the keys to the passenger
bus from the Senior Alum-
nus Thilak Karunaratne.
Dean of the Faculty of Sci-
ence, Senior Professor Upul

Sonnadara, President of the
Alumni Association, Rajeev
Amarasuriya, the Registrar
K.A.S. Edward, Bursar S.
Jayasooriya, Members of
the Academic and Adminis-
trative Staff and Alumni
were present.

The Vice Chancellor
expressed the university’s
heartfelt gratitude to

Karunaratne and his family.
She acknowledged their
sincerity in filling along-
felt void in the academic
schedules of the Faculty of
Science in the provision of
student learning and
research opportunities
through field visits.

She highlighted the com-
mitment of Alumni in the

development of the Univer-
sity that will inspire the stu-
dent body to value their
Alma Mater throughout
their life. Dean Faculty of
Science recalled that this
was the largest contribution
received by the faculty
from a single donor.

Alumni President Amar-
asuriya said that
Karunaratne has been a
benefactor of the University
of Colombo for many years
now and was grestly appre-
ciative of the latest dona-
tion of this Passenger Bus
to the Science Faculty for
the use of the students and
staff. He called upon more
Alumni of the University to
take a cue from
Karunaratne and give back
to the University of Colom-
bo, when possible.

Sampath Sofa with nearly
200 employees today is the
largest supplier of Sofas
accounting to nearly 80% of
Sofas sold in all leading fur-
niture Department stores in
Sri Lanka. He has also won
many awards for his crafts-
manship.

He was a so presented the
Gold award in the Wood and
Wood based Products cate-
gory at the Industrial Devel-
opment Board of Ceylon

(IDB) organized annual
awards ceremony for the
SME sector recently.
Sampath Sofa, was also
recognised for occupying
the biggest space and for
reaching a top sales perfor-
mance at the Build Sri
Lanka Housing Construction
Expo 2020, held at the
BMICH and organised by
the Chamber of Construc-
tion Industry of Sri Lanka
recently.

GRENEE Lighting donates essential
medicines to Cancer Hospital

GRENEE Lighting
donated valuable and
essential medicines to the
Cancer Hospital Maharaga-
ma recently as part of their
annual CSR project.

GREENEE lighting has
been able to light up the
lives of the community by
taking part in various chari-
table activities of this
nature.

GREENEE a specialist
in Indoor, Outdoor and
Underwater Lighting pro-
vider is a complete Light-
ing solution provider in Sri
Lanka since it was estab-
lished in 2012.

GREENEE isalso astra-
tegic lighting supplier for
many large real estate com-
panies in the region and
also has established retail

Consultant, Dr. Damayanthi Peiris M. Thamara Vol-

unteer to the hospital, Assistant Manager Sales
Achintha Maduranga, Project Manager Mihindu

Wickramasinghe, Sales Coordinator Sajini Sewmi-
ni, Director Finance and Administration Chrishan-
thi Gunawardena, Director Operations Chrishelle

Gunawardena, Accountant Kaveena Perera and
Stock controller Pawani Hansala at the event.

lighting showrooms in
Nawala and Kiribathgoda

to demonstrate energy effi-
cient and smart lighting

technology in areal-life
applications.

“Thisinfusion of these
medicine enables hospital
staff to continue providing
essential advanced cancer
treatment services
to patients. We wish to pro-
vide hope for the patients
to live for another day by
contributing the essential
medicines to Cancer Hos-
pital” said Chairman
GREENEE Lighting,
Nature Efficient Electron-
ics Lanka (Pvt) Ltd, Ajith
Gunawardana.

Consultant Clinical
Oncologist National Insti-
tute of Maharagama, Dr.
Damayanthi Peiris received
the donation from Chair-
man, GREENEE Lighting,
Ajith Gunawardana.

Market recovers 90% of fresh COVID-19 wave losses

The weekly market
closed in green recovering
almost 90% of fresh
COVID-19 wave losses
amidst heavy retail activi-
ties.

Turnover continued to

be led by the Materias
counters followed by
Transportation and Capital
Goods counters making a
joint contribution of 54%.

OPPO launches OPPO F17 Pro, Watch and W51 wweless headphone in SL

OPPO launched the latest
OPPO smart phoneF17 Pro
in Sri Lanka at an entertain-
ing and exciting On-line
launch.

The event also saw the
participation of a string of
Sri Lankan youth icons and a
top tech blogger in the coun-
try.

The On-line Launch itself
was a success and a mile-
stone in the annals of digital
landscapein Sri Lanka as it
probably was the first ever
‘Private Event Live Stream-
ing' in Sri Lankafor a
Mobile brand to have the
highest number of ‘ Concur-
rent Viewers Watching
LIVE.

Produced exclusively for
Digital it was the First
Launch Event with the first
ever Simulcast for a private
event across 15 channels and
2 platforms - Facebook and
YouTube with Full HD
Streaming.

OPPO F17 Pro introduces
fashionable technology along
with functions which make
life more efficient that can
keep up with the pace of fast
lifestyle, all packed into an
Ultra-Sleek smartphone body
of atruly premium design.

Along with F17 OPPO Sri
Lanka also launched the
much awaited OPPO Watch -
water resistant and powered
with Wear OS by Google as

]
well as OPPO Enco W51,
the first active noise cancel-
lation (ANC) true wireless
headphones under OPPO
Acoustics.

“F Series has been
designed so that the trendset-
ting generation can attain a
quality smartphone that suits
both their life and personal
sense of style, and with a
sleek design that you won't
be afraid to flaunt outdoors’
said Bob Li, CEO Xinda
Lanka (OPPO Sri Lanka).

“Designed based on con-
sumer research, F17 Pro
ticks off al the right boxes
for a phone that boasts Al
cameras to deliver breathtak-
ing portrait photos, and the
latest generation of VOOC
Flash Charging technology
to ensure that your phone
won’'t hold your lifestyle
back” he added.

-

Designed with a 7.48mm
Ultra-Sleek Body that easily
slides into a pocket and jack-
et without the bulge, or tucks
neatly into a small bag or
clutch OPPO F17 gives the
premium experience like no
other.

To ensure that users are
fully immersed in their con-
tent, F17 Pro’s 6.43"” dual
punch-hole display comes

Wlth abrilliant FHD+ Super
AMOLED Display with a
large 90.7% screen-to-body
ratio. F17 Pro’slook isn't
complete without a trendy
back cover design. The front
of the phone boasts a Dual
Cam that empowers to take
beautiful selfie portraits easi-
ly.

Al Portrait Color in F17
Pro enables one to capture

fashionable urban street style
photos or travel photos from
anew perspective by making
portraits pop with color.

The 30W VOOC Flash
Charge 4.0, OPPO’s proprie-
tary rapid-charge technology
can quickly charge F17 Pro
even if thereisjust five min-
utes to spare in between a
meeting.

F17 Pro even introduces

ways to optimize the phone's

battery life.

Designed for life and
crafted for a premium expe-
rience, OPPO Watch comes
in 46mm with eSIM/LTE or

WiFi, sculpted with a

6000-series aluminum alloy
frame.

Enco W51 will offer al
the hot, in-demand features
such as wireless charging,
professional audio quality,
ultra-low latency, and intelli-
gent touch controls to create
a dazzling comprehensive
experience and perform ide-
aly in any travel situation or

windy environment.

F17 Pro will be available

starting October 17, onwards

in two colors including
Magic Blue and Matte Black.
Customers who pre order

these devices from at Abans,

Singhagiri, Dialog, Daraz
on-line store and all author-
ized OPPO dedlers island-

wide will get an OPPO back-

pack.

Index experienced a down-
trend during the early hour
of trading as it hit itsintra-
day low of 5,898. Later the
market recorded a continu-
ous upwards movement
and closed at 5,946 with
an advance of 26 points.
Market recorded low for-
eign participation edged by
the selling-side resulting in
anet outflow.

Wrapping up the week,
the secondary market wit-
nessed continued buying
interest in selected maturi-
ties while mixed activity
was seen on the belly end
of the curve amidst overall
market witnessing moder-
ate volumes.

Mixed activity was seen
on 15.09.24 in the range
of 6.03%-6.10% levels

while 01.08.26 traded in
the range of 6.70%-6.55%
levels. Investor interest
was seen on short tenor
maturities 15.07.23 and
01.09.23 trading at 5.75%-
5.65% levels, in addition,
01.02.26 traded at 6.58%-
6.50% levels, 15.08.27
and 15.10.27 traded in the
range of 6.85%-6.88%
levels.

Mount Clifford Residencies Homagama

International Construction
Consortium, (ICC) one of
Sri Lanka's leading contrac-
tors has incorporated a flexi-
ble payment plans to their
ongoing residential project
Mount Clifford Residencies
Homagama.

Thisisaninitiative taken
to allow potential home
owners to procure prime
properties in the condomini-
um space.

Offering the entire urban
living package for an
unmatchabl e offer, investors
are presented with a conven-
ient payment scheme to pur-
chase an 870 Sq Ft apart-
ment that comes along with
a series of facilities and
amenities.

Apartments at Mount
Clifford Residencies,
Homagama consists of two
bedrooms, two washrooms,
of which oneis en-suite, a
living room, kitchen and a
bal conies that makes way
for natural ventilation.
Spread over two towersris-
ing up to six floors each on
atwo acres land, mount
Clifford residencies entails
facilities such as awell-
equipped gymnasium,
swimming pool, herbal gar-
den, jogging track, relaxing
area, community room and
24 hour security amongst

|ICC mcorporates erX|bIe payment plans

others. Investors are now
able to acquire the high
Return on Investment (ROI)
property through strategical-
ly structured and secured
payment plan.

Reserving a unit with
only Rs. 500,000, investors
are given the flexibility to
settle the balance payment
in installments. While the
initial 30% of the payment
can be made in three trench-
es, the balance 70 % pay-
ment can be made in month-
ly instalments that would
end within the construction
period.

Acknowledging the chal-
lenging times that deter-
mined investors are faced
with due to the impacts
stemming from the pandem-
ic, ICC with its decades of
reputation as a trusted part-
ner will arrange bank loans
for al potential customers
on request.

The complex iswithin
close proximity to the Kot-
tawa Southern Expressway
and is easily accessible. It is
also just minutes from Uni-
versity of Sri Jayawardan-
apura Faculty of Engineer-
ing, University of Moratuwa
Institute of Technology, and
the NSBM Green University
amongst others.

Established in 1980, ICC
has a strong position in the
loca construction space,
recognized as one of Sri
Lanka's leading building
and civil engineering organ-
ization that has a proven
track record in developing
projects for the public and
private sector. Up to date,
ICC has completed over
3,000 housing units by com-
pleting 15 projects on time
and successfully handed
over to their clients, bonded
with trust, quality and
unmatchable service.
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Baptist top class ruggerite and coach

ALTHAF NAWAZ

A person to prosper in life, in any
field has to be influenced and guided
by someone in life to reach the pin-
nacle, in that particular segment.
Bryan Baptist one of the greatest
ruggerites Sri Lanka has ever pro-
duced played a pivotal role in devel-
oping the game in the country as a
player, coach and as an administrator.

Bryan was encouraged by a few
school mates at Royal College,
Colombo who said that “You are
strong and have so much of energy, ,
why don’t you play rugger” to him
about six decades ago. He had never
seen a rugger match and was taken
by two classmates to witness a club
match at the Race Course involving
CH and FC. The game was so, physi-
cal which stunned him, when a player
was tackled on the touch line close to
him. Subsequently, this became the
turning point in his life, where he
decided to engage in handling the
oval shaped ball and attended prac-
tices at the Varsity grounds. His first
coach was Mahesh Rodrigo who laid
the foundation to mould him as a top
class player

He started to scrum down as a
number eight in the under-17 team
and gradually shifted to bind as a
Prop forward in the first XV team. He

was later changed to his previous
position as number eight by the
coach and went on to compete in
three Bradby Shield games for Royal
for three years from 1964 to 1966,
while also representing the Colombo
Schools team.

After leaving Royal College com-
pleting the A/L examination, he met
Mahesh Rodrigo his mentor in Rugby
to seek his advice in joining CR and
FC to continue his club rugby career.
His advice to him was “Bryan, you
are a good and upcoming promising
player. You should join a club playing
‘A’ division rugby. CR have Eric
Roles, Hiranjan Perera, Sari and Tony
Sylva. Hence, CH will be an ideal
place for you since Lorenz Pereira is
there.” On his advice he joined CH
and Neville Leefe was the first coach.
He rates Mahesh Rodrigo and Neville
Leefe as two of the outstanding
coaches in his career, who were
instrumental in teaching him a lot on
the game. Incidentally, he joined
John Keells and worked as a Tea
Taster for a decade including gaining
experience, working for three years
in Bangladesh in Tea industry while
coaching the Fuzerat Cadet College
there in Rugby. He was the Managing
Director of two of the leading tea
companies while being the Deputy

g

Bryan Baptist

Chairman of another firm in Sri
Lanka. He is presently a Senior Con-
sultant at Mercantile Tea Brokers in
his record 54 years in the tea indus-
try. He launched his Club career by
playing in the ‘Captain’s’ game
against the Havelock’s, which earned
him a place in the CH first XV side.
He was a robust player playing hard
and clean. In his second year at CH
the coach Leefe asked him to lead the
pack. Fuard, one of the crack wing
forwards who was senior to him
paved the away and assured him the

much needed support. They also
were coached by Darley Ingleton,
Geoff Weinman and Archibald Perera
from time to time. He likes to recall
his memory playing with some for-
eign players like Mike Davies, Rick
Walley, Bob Dewar, Mike Hauke,
John Hemsworth (Prop), who was
accused by his opposing Prop from
Havies for biting.

Some of his CH colleagues who
played throughout the years were
Lorenz Pereira, Tyronne Fryer, John
Burrows, Dave Mcall, Carl Fernando,
Maurice Marrinon, Bogah
Gunasekera Tony Masilamani, Lucky
Chickera, Azees (One of the strong-
est Props in Sri Lanka), Noel Brohier,
Y.C. Chang, Nizar, Rodney Paternott,

Hemish Paternott, Kumar
Bastianpillai,Senaka Bowala. the
Hamdoons. Omar Sheriff, Darrel

Wimalaratne, Brian Peiris, Miftha
Mohideen, Timothy Lazarus, Sharky
Jayawardene, Shane Dullewa, Lanil
Tennekoon, Stephen Nugara .

Bryan believes in Discipline and
says that it is vital for the success of
any team. He captained the CH for
two years (1971 and 1973. He later
coached them while assisting Tony
Amit. He has many memorable years
playing for CH. Due to limited over-
seas tournaments, he had the privi-

lege of captaining the President’s XV
team against the visiting Australian
Emus, Paris University also playing
against the Joint Services, Singapore.
He took over coaching Royal one
year later opted to quit and coached
the Navy team which he certainly
enjoyed.

When he coached the Navy for
three years, they had not played
rugby for about five years due to the
outbreak of the war. After his take
over in the first round game (in his
second year of coaching) the CH beat
them 55 - 3 at the Army grounds. But
he was determined to create an upset
in the second round match played at
the CH. He deployed a ploy on the
weakness of CH team, which they
executed perfectly to win the game 9
-3, which was a sensational win for
Navy. In his final year with the Navy,
he was successful in bringing both
the first XV and the second XV teams
into the finals of the Clifford Cup, in
which  Navy led by Parakrama
Samaraweera lost to CR by a narrow
margin of 3 points to 6.The sailors
were rewarded when three of their
players Lal Wijesiri P G Mabhi-
ndaratne and Hilmy Saheed were
picked for the Sri Lanka team for the
tour of Hong Kong and Taiwan

Baptist represented Sri Lanka with

distinction and played in the Rugby
Asiad in 1974, led by Indrajith
Coomaraswamy, where they were
Runners-up to Japan 6=44 under Ber-
tie Dias’coaching. He also contribut-
ed as the manager of the National
squad to the Asian Games in Busan,
South Korea in 2002 where George
Simpkin was the Coach. He also
Managed the National team to the
Rugby Asiad in 2002 in Bangkok and
to Singapore 7’s with Dr. Maiya
Gunasekera as coach.

He also served on the Sri Lanka
Rugby selection committee under
Jayantissa Ratwatte as Chairman. He
was the Chairman of the SLRFU Dis-
ciplinary Committee for a few years.
Tea, Rugby and Religion (being a
devout Christian) were three areas he
has spent a lot of his time. At present
he engages himself in Tea, Rugby and
Hockey. Dennis Rosayro, a legend in
the Hockey World, has trained him to
get involved in Mercantile Hockey,
which he happily obliged, serving the
association for 35 years. At present
he is the Patron of the Mercantile
Hockey Association. He has two
brothers and a sister His father Eger-
ton Baptist was a well known author
who has written many books on Bud-
dhism and his mother is Hyacinth
He has one daughter Lara

Sebastianite Dunith Jayathunga prolific run getter

INDIKA WELAGEDARA

Former St.Sebastian’s College
prolific run scorer 19 year old
young right hand opening bats-
man cum Badureliya CC Under
23 Cricket Captain Dunith Jayat-
hunga recently guided Badureli-
ya to Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
Under 23, 50 over tournament.

He expressed his thoughts in an
exclusive interview with the
Daily News.

He commenced his cricket
career for Kalutara Vidyalaya in
2011 in the under 13 division
one team and captained in 2013.
The same year he notched up a
century against Zahira College,
Colombo. Representing the Fin-
gara Cricket Club he helped
them win the Nelson Mendis
Trophy in the under 14 format.
He played for the under 15 team
in 2014 and 2015 and led the
team.

The same year he played for
the Prima Cup representing
Western Province South.

*As an under 15 player he
played in the Big Match “Battle
of the Mangoosteens” against
arch rivals Tissa Central in 2015.
He also played in 2016 and 2017
when he was the vice captain.
He played for the under 17 team
in 2016 and 2017 and he was
adjudged the Most Valuable
Player for passing the 500-run
mark with three centuries. Dun-
ith said “I want to thank my

former principal Sarathchan-
dra De Silva and coaches at Kal-
utara Vidyalaya Sunil Salu-
wadana and Rumesh Rangana
They are the ones who really
helped me in my younger days to
be a successful Cricketer today

‘After I got through my G.C.E.
Ordinary Level Examination by
getting seven ‘B’s and one ‘C’,
former Rector of St. Sebastian’s
College Moratuwa - Rev Father
Ranjith Andradi took me to the
school. I am eternally grateful to
father rector Andradi for admit-
ting me to St.Sebastian’s and
giving me all the necessary sup-
port to continue playing ‘A’ divi-
sion school Cricket’ said Dunith.

Proving every one’s decision
was correct, in his very first year
Dunith was an automatic choice
for the St.Sebastians under 17
Cricket team. That year he
scored 695 runs including two
cracking centuries and four fif-
ties and Sebs were the runner up
of the tournament. Recalling his
past Dunith said “In my very
first tournament for Sebs I
proved my selection was a right
decision”.

The following year he was
selected to the first eleven team
and passed the 1000-run mark
and played in the Big Match

against Cambrians in 2018/19.
That year he scored 1104 runs in
16 matches including two centu-
ries and nine fifties with a high-
est score of 156 against St. Aloy-
sius Galle and an unbeaten 105
against Wesley College. He also
scored 59 and 74 no aganst

Nalanda, 84 against St.Bene-
dicts, 62 against St.Josephs, 70
vs Lumbini, 82 vs St.Thomas
Matara and 58 against Zahira
Colombo In the recently con-
cluded inter school under 19
division one cricket season in
2019/20, he scored 1127 runs.

He was also stepped into keep
wickets as the reserve wicket
keeper at Sebs and had 27 dis-
missals behind the wicket with
25 caught and 2 stumpings.
“Frankly speaking I must thank
provincial coach  Niroshan
Bandarathilake , because he is
the one who influenced me to
take up to wicket keeping”.

Dunith equalled a St.Sebas-
tian’s college all time batting
record held by Susil Fernando,
Suranga De Silva and Oshada
Fernando by scoring 1000 runs
in two consecutive inter school
cricket seasons.

He is thankful to his father,
who influenced him to play
cricket and backed him all the
way by getting the required
Cricket equipment. “Not only at
the beginning of my cricket
career, even now he will support
me with anything, whenever I
require any help to continue
playing cricket” said Dunith.

Even after scoring two back to
back 1000 runs in the inter-
school season, I was not selected

for the Sri Lanka under 19 team.
That was my only regret. Even I
scored a half century in the trial
game which they have given me,
but still I was overlooked. I'm
feeling very sad” concluded a
dejected Dunith Jayathunga.

He wanted to thank his Sebs
1st XI head coach Imal Boteju,
assistant coach Samith Fernan-
do “ Actually they helped me in
every way possible for me to be
successful by scoring two back
to back 1000 runs in the Inter
school season” said Dunith.

Speaking further Dunith said
“I also wanted to extend my
gratitude and thanks to my
personal coaches Neil Rajapak-
sha and Rashan Peiris In the
just concluded Sri Lanka Crick-
et (SLC) Premier tournament,
Dunith scored a brilliant knock
of 63 playing down 180 odd
deliveries against the star stud-
ded SSC side which include
many Sri Lanka national play-
ers and another fine innings of
56 in the first innings and 49
runs in the second innings
against Negombo CC.

He also had a very successful
2020/21 SLC, under 23, 50
over tournament this season as
well. He led his side Badureliya
to a shock victory by scoring
an exceptional unbeaten knock
of 88 against an unbeaten
Army SC side. In their final
group game he led his side to
victory by scoring an elegant
knock of 56 guiding his Badure-
liya team to win, thus getting
into the all important semi
final berth of the tournament
by showing his superior leader-

Sajith Fernando does Kandy proud

HAFIZ
MARIKAR

There are countless great
sportsmen in history from
Kandy, the latest is  Sajith Fer-
nando who has made Kandy
proud. The former national
selector and top cricketer has
been appointed by the United
States of America Cricket
(USAC) as member of its Men’s
Youth Selection Panel He is a
part of the five-member Men’s
Youth Selection Panel, headed
by Amer Afzaludin, which
includes former West Indies
great Alvin Kallicharran, former
USA players Steve Massiah and
Jannisar Khan. He becomes the
first Sri Lankan to serve as a
selector at any level in another
ICC member country. .The Men’s
Youth Selection Panel will pri-
marily be responsible for select-
ing all USA Men’s Youth teams.

Sajith Fernando was born on
September 27, 1972 started his
cricketing career at St. Paul’s
College Kandy (now goes as
Wariyapola Sri Sumangala Col-
lege) where he was guided and
made to play good cricket by
former Sri Lanka cricketer late
D.H.de Silva. Then in an under-
17 game between St. Anthony’s
and St Paul’s, Sajith made a
superb century, and this opened
the door for him at the Katugas-

tota school. His father Ian Fer-
nando was an Old Antonian.
After crossing over to St. Antho-
ny’s College he polished his
cricket under T.K. Hannan and
Sunil Wickremanayake.

, Sajith Fernando became the
second Observer schoolboy
cricketer from Kandy in the
Year 1992. He should consider
himself extremely unlucky for
having being left out from selec-
tions to the National Team to
represent the country at Test
level despite being the number
one choice to lead the country in
‘A’ team tours on numerous
occasions.

He played for the Antonians
along with cricketers like
Champika Siriwardena, Muttiah
Muralitharan, Ameda Ellepola,
Ajaz Shafeek,Umesh de Alwis,
Asanka Ratnaweera, Dilshan
Bandaranayake, Indika
Beddegama,Lester Herathge, N.
de Mel, Nishan Doranegama,
Christopher Samaratunge and
Jeremy Speldewinde. In 1991,
when Muttiah Muralitharan won
the Observer schoolboy cricket
award, Sajith Fernando was cho-
sen as best batsman in the com-
petition, and in the following
year (1992), Sajith not only won
the Schoolboy cricketer of the
year but also took the prizes for
the best all-rounder, best Bats-
man (runner-up) behind Russell
Arnold (St. Peter’s College) and
also became the runner-up for
the Best Bowler, behind Punya-

ship qualities. Speaking fur-
ther Dunith commented “Actu-
ally I wanted to thank my doc-
tor Sunil Gebalanage, at
Badureliya Priyantha Sisira
kumara Chamara Abeyratne
who was my Badureliya CC
head coach and assistant coach

they are the ones who really
help me out by giving me all
the necessary assistance for me
to come this far and be success-
ful in this year’s premier SLC
tournament as well as SLC
under 23, 50 over tournament.

He wanted to thank his

given to him to concentrate on
playing Cricket.

“I must also especially thank
my elder Sister who is pres-
ently studying for her psychol-
ogy degree at Kelaniya Univer-
sity because honestly speaking
I got through my GCE O/L

Lakshitha
Alankara Asanka ,

Ranasinghe and

because

father, mother and elder sister
for all the necessary support

exam due to my sister’s teach-
ing.
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Most Popular School Cricketer 2020

Vote for your favourite Schoolboy/Schoolgirl Cricketer and elevate him/her to win the
prestigious OBSERVER-MOBITEL Most Popular Schoolboy/Girl Cricketer of the Year title.

() Most Popular Schoolboy Cricketer 2020

Cricketers from schools competing in Division one, two and three of the Sri Lanka Schools
Cricket Association Under 19 Inter-School Tournament 2019/20 are eligible to be voted.

(J Most Popular Schoolgirl Cricketer 2020

Schoolgirl Cricketers from schools competing in all Island school's of the Sri Lanka Schools
Cricket Association Under 19 Inter-School Tournament 2019/20 are eligible to be voted.
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kantha Abeygoonesekera (Nalan-
da College).

In that year, Sajith Fernando
scored five centuries for his
school and fully endorsed his bat-
ting status to win the best bats-
man award. In 1992, , Sajith
Fernando did better scoring
1,000 runs for the season with
four centuries and took 100
wickets and made himself eligi-
ble for the top award in school
cricket sector.

This left-hand opening bats-
man scored overl0,000 first
class runs and at one time was
the head coach of S.
Thomas’College, Mount Lavinia
and also of Ports Authority
Cricket.

In 1992 Sajith was a member
of the Sri LankaUnder-19 Team
led by Anandian Sachithra Alex-
ander that toured England. The
team included players in the cali-
bre of Chaminda Vaas and Rus-
sel Arnold and Sajith was award-
ed the most outstanding player
of the tour. The same year, he
was a member of the Sri Lanka
‘A’ team which took part in the
SAARC cricket tournament In
1993 he toured South Africa
with the Sri Lanka Under-24
Team which was led by Sanath
Jayasuriya and this was sup-
posed to  be the first ever offi-
cial tour made by a Sri Lanka
team. He was also the deputy
skipper of the Under-24 Team
against South Africa and later
led the team in the final test

match and two ODI matches.
In1995, he was a member of the
Sri Lanka cricket team led by
Marvan Atapattu that took part
in the Hong Kong Sixes and the
TNT Worldwide Cricket Sixes
held in Singapore where they
emerged champions in both
tournaments.

The same year he represented
the Central Province Team in
the Inter-Provincial Cricket
Tournament and was ad judged
the most promising player of
the province in this tournament.
He went onto lead the Colts
U/24 cricket team and guided
them to become champions.
Sajith performance saw him
being offered a scholarship by
the Board of Control for Cricket
in Sri Lanka, where he repre-
sented the Beenleigh Logan CC
in Brisbane. On his return he
was given the responsibility of
leading the Sri Lanka ‘A’ side
against the South African coun-
terparts. In 1998, he was
adjudged the man of the series in
the premier limited over tourna-
ment when Colts emerged cham-
pions. He was a member of the
Champion Colts Cricket Team
which emerged premier league
champions in the year 2000 and
2002 which team he led. Sajith
after a stint with Colts CC and
for the Tamil Union in Sri Lanka,
was successful in guiding his
side to become the premier lim-
ited over champions of 2009/10
cricket season.
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INDIKA WELAGEDARA

Former Isipathana Col-
lege Captain, Sri Lanka
Under-20, 15 a side cap-
tain, Sri Lanka Under-20,
seven a side Vice captain
and Sri Lanka national XV
a side Captain Omalka
Gunaratne has decided to
don the jersey of CH and
FC during the upcoming
new inter club rugby sea-
son.

Omalka was one of the
prized products to come
out of Isipathana College -
whose team he also cap-
tained while playing as
number eight in 2015, the
year they were the inter-
school triple runners-up
(Sevens, League and the
knock out) under the head
coaching of former King-
swoodian Nilfer Ibrahim.

He also had the honour
of vice captaining the Sri
Lanka Under-20 Sevens
team at the Asian Champi-
onships and guided them
to the Cup championship
title for the first time in the

Sports Editor: 011 242 9223

Omalka Gunaratne

Omalka Gunaratne

Sri Lankan rugby history
in 2016.

Omalka was the captain
of the traditional 15-a-side
game which became run-
ners-up to Hong Kong at
the Asian Under-20 tourna-

ment in 2015, where the
national team was coached
by veteran rugby coach
Sanath Martis. After leav-
ing school he joined Navy
SC and later crossed over to
CR and FC to enhance his

Fax:+941122343694

or CH and FC

career in club rugby and led
the CR team in last year’s
Inter-Club rugby season.

Last year Omalka had
the distinction of leading
the Sri Lanka national XV
a side team in the rugby
Asiad in Chinese Taipei.
He was just 23 years old
and probably the youngest
to lead a national team at
that time. Speaking exclu-
sively to the Daily News,
Omalka said “Since 1
wanted to play profession-
al rugby I have decided to
sign up for CH and FC in
the upcoming rugby sea-
son. I also wanted to thank
my previous club CR &
FC, where I had the oppor-
tunity of representing
them for four consecutive
years, while captaining
them last year at the age
of 23. I am eternally grate-
ful to them. Now I will put
all my effort and rally
around with my CH and
FC team to give off my
very best for CH to
achieve success.”

‘How can | be nervous?”: Gayle back in business
with 53 as Punjab down Kohli's Bangalore

DUBAI, THURSDAY:

Thursday.

The explosive West Indies batsman
walked in at number three to put on a
key 93-run partnership with skipper
KL Rahul, who made an unbeaten 61,
as Punjab chased down 172 to beat
Royal Challengers Bangalore by eight

Chris
smashed 53 in his first outing this
Indian Premier League season to give
Kings XI Punjab their second win of
the virus-hit Twenty20 tournament on

Gayle
win.

ing one
usual

ous?" the left-handed said after the

"I might give you a heart attack, I
thought I had it in the bag but stran-
ger things have happened in cricket.

"It was a very sticky surface, very
slow, but it was better batting sec-
ond. The team asked me to do a job
at three and it wasn't an issue (com-

made 45 off 25 deliveries before

becoming Chahal's 200th T20 vic-

tim.

down from his
opening
slot)."

Punjab though still languish at
the bottom of the eight-team table
with two wins from eight games in
the Twenty20 tournament that was
moved out of India due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

"As a group, we have been disap-
pointing. It can get frustrating. Our
skills were good, but we didn't capi-
talise on the big moments," said
Rahul. "It becomes a habit - win-
ning and not winning. There are
ups and downs and this has been

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2020

16

e mail : sports.dailynews@lakehouse.lk www.dailynews.lk

Minister of Sports, Namal Rajapaksa (2nd from right) along with NSSF President, Shirantha Peiris (extreme right) and
NSSF Secretary, Pradeep Edirisinghe (2nd from left) during their meeting.

Minister approves three new shooting
ranges for schoolchildren

CHANDRIKA FERNANDO

Minister of Sports and
Youth Affairs, Namal Raja-
paksa has granted approval
for the construction of
three new shooting ranges
in an attempt to popularise
the sport among the schools
in the country.

The Minister responded
swiftly to the need when he
met the high-ranking offi-
cials of the National Shoot-
ing Sports Federation
(NSSF) at the Sports Min-
istry in Colombo.

As an initial step to sup-
port the plan, the Sports

Minister approved the con-
struction of one airgun
range per District in order
to facilitate over 7,500
school shooters in the coun-
try.

The ultimate target will
be to have shooting ranges
in all 25 Districts of Sri
Lanka, which would be
accessible not only to the
students but also to the
other shooting community
in general and for the public
for leisure shooting. The
Sports Minister has also
identified and approved
three locations as shooting

ranges to be completed and
the task was handed over to
the President and Secretary
of the NSSF to be accom-
plished by December 31.

Meanwhile, President
of the NSSF, Shirantha
Peiris said that this has
been the first time, that a
Sports Minister had given
a firm decision to move
ahead without any inter-
ruptions.

“I am very happy that
these children can now
have a location to train and
shooting would improve
their focus in studies as

well as in their general dis-
cipline,” NSSF President
Peiris told the Daily News
yesterday. This programme,
coordinated with the Minis-
try of Education is also
extended to train school
teachers as coaches who
will overlook the training of
their students.

In fact, the President and
Secretary of the NSSF have
already had discussions
with Daya Bandara, Direc-
tor of Education and
Sports, Ministry of Educa-
tion to execute this pro-
gramme.

wickets in Sharjah. The match wit- The in-
nessed late drama with Punjab, _:7a form Rahul
needing two for victory, scored consolidat-
just one run and lost Gayle to a ed his top
run out on the fifth ball before spot in the

Nicholas Pooran hit the win-
ning six on the last ball off

IPL  batting
chart with 448

leg-spinner Yuzvendra Cha- runs as the
hal. opener
Gayle, the 41-year-old struck his

self-styled "Universe
Boss" who recently
recovered from a
stomach bug,
smashed five sixes in
his 45-ball knock to
announce his arriv-
al in the United
Arab Emirates.

"It is the Uni-
verse Boss batting,
how can I be nerv-

fourth fifty --
he has hit a hundred as
well -- of the season.
Rahul put on 78 with
opening partner
Mayank Agarwal, who

Chris Gayle

i i:!"? T play. It's impor-
\ ALy | tant to keep the
e o ‘\’

the roller-coaster. We wanted this
win to get some confidence in the
group."

On Gayle's first appearance after
seven games, Rahul said, "He was
training hard, he wanted be out on
the park. It was a tough call to make

and not make him

lion  hungry.

Wherever  he

bats, he's danger-

ous." Earlier Bangalore skipper

Virat Kohli made 48 before Chris

Morris' late-order cameo propelled

Bangalore to 171 for six after elect-
ing to bat first. - AFP

‘Perfect storm’forced Springboks
out of Rugbhy Championship

JOHANNESBURG, FRIDAY: A
coronavirus-induced “per-
fect storm” forced world
champions South Africa
to pull out of the 2020
Rugby Championship in
Australia, SA Rugby chief
executive Jurie Roux said
Friday.

He said factors had con-
tributed to the withdrawal
of the Springboks from
the October 31-December
7 tournament included:

- Some local players
would have flown to Aus-
tralia having played just
one competitive match
instead of the five director
of rugby Rassie Erasmus
considered to be the bot-
tom line.

- Uncertainty over the
availability of many
Europe-based South Afri-
cans as England and
France battle with spikes
in Covid-19 cases.

- The six Springboks
based in Japan, including
jet-heeled winger Maka-
zole Mapimpi, have played
no rugby recently because
of the pandemic.

-- South African govern-
ment regulations were
unclear regarding whether
home-based players could
legally leave the country.

The Springbok-stacked

Stormers, whose squad
includes 2019 Rugby
World Cup-winning cap-
tain Siya Kolisi, will play
their first competitive
match since March this
Saturday.

Harsh lockdown condi-
tions left South African
rugby players far behind
those in New Zealand
and  Australia, who
resumed playing in mid
year, when it came to
game-time.

This raised fears that
the rusty world champi-
ons could be on a hiding
to nothing, not only
against arch foes New Zea-
land but also resurgent
Australia under new coach
Dave Rennie.

“Players in England, Ire-
land and France are sub-
ject to differing local regu-
lations and travel proto-
cols and potentially immi-
nent renewed lockdowns,”
said Roux in a statement.

“It was unclear when
they would be able to
become functioning mem-
bers of the Springbok
squad in Australia.”

Erasmus, who coached
South Africa to World Cup
glory before returning to
his director of rugby role,
said the Japan-based

Springboks had “played
no rugby at all”.

Roux added: “Public
safety concerns come first
and there is no way we
could take short cuts to
get them out of their host
countries and into a
Springbok bubble.

“It seems impossible
that the Springboks will
not play a Test in 2020,
but public health and safe-
ty have been the primary
concerns.

“All we can do now is
enjoy our domestic com-
petitions and find ways to
be ready for the arrival of
the British and Irish Lions
in 2021.”

Preparing the Spring-
boks for a three-Test series
against the Lions next
July and August without
playing a Test since
November 2019 is the
huge challenge facing SA
Rugby. The cash-strapped
governing body will also
suffer financially as they
stood to earn a reported
300 million rand ($18 mil-
lion/15.5 million euros) by
competing in Australia.

A Lions tour will be a
money-spinner, but only if
locals and British and
Irish visitors are allowed
to attend. - AFP

Wimbledon set to return
in 2021 even without fans

LONDON, FRIDAY: Wimble-
don is set to go ahead next
year even if the Grand
Slam tournament has to
be staged behind closed
doors, organisers
announced on Friday.

The grass-court champi-
onships were cancelled
this year for the first time
since  World War 1II
because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The tennis season has
been badly disrupted by
Covid-19 but the US Open
went ahead behind closed
doors and the French
Open took place in front

of only 1,000 fans a day
after its starting date was
moved from May to late
September.

The All England Club is
planning for several sce-
narios in 2021 - a full-
capacity Wimbledon,
reduced numbers of fans
or holding the tournament
with no spectators pre-
sent.

"Staging the champion-
ships in 2021 is our num-
ber-one priority and we
are actively engaged in
scenario-planning in order
to deliver on that priori-
ty," said chief executive

Sally Bolton. Wimbledon's
statement read: "Our
overriding priority will
continue to be the health
and safety of all of our
stakeholders, in particular
our guests, our staff, and
our competitors.

"We are working closely
with the relevant govern-
ment and public health
authorities, alongside the
rest of the sports industry,
to understand the varying
challenges and opportuni-
ties presented by the
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic."

The 134th champion-

ships will be staged from
June 28 to July 11, 2021.

Wimbledon has been
working closely with local
communities during the
pandemic and will contin-
ue to provide 200 hot
meals a day to people in
need until Christmas.

More than £750,000
($970,000) has been
donated to charities and
organisations, while
30,000 of the famous
Wimbledon towels that
were intended to be used
for the 2020 tournament
have been given away.
-AFP

Wounded All

‘statement’

AUCKLAND, FRIDAY: The
"hurting" All Blacks will
look to restore pride against
Australia at their Eden Park
fortress on Sunday after
last week's 16-16 draw fur-
ther dimmed their aura of
invincibility in coach Ian

Foster's first game in
charge.
Foster criticised the

three-time world champi-
ons' "relatively poor" game
management for the drawn
first Bledisloe Cup Test in
Wellington, and warned
they will not make the same
mistake in round two on
Sunday.

As Test rugby's resump-
tion goes into its second
week in New Zealand,
where there is no commu-
nity Covid-19 transmission,
a crowd of 47,000 is expect-
ed to pack Auckland's Eden
Park - where the All Blacks
are unbeaten in 43 games.

However, the Wallabies
are riding high. After going
into the first Test as under-
dogs, and ended up out-
muscling the All Blacks for
much of the game and saw
a penalty bounce off the
posts after the final hooter.

For Australia, who last
won the annual Bledisloe
Cup series in 2002, it was a

moral victory with coach
Dave Rennie saying "it's
something we'll draw on
Sunday afternoon".

There is even confidence
in the Wallaby camp that
they can smash the curse of
Eden Park, where it has been
34 years and 19 Tests since
they last tasted victory.

But whenever Australia
has started a Bledisloe
series well in recent years
they have generally been
thrashed the following
week, and Foster warned
they can again expect a vast
improvement from the All
Blacks.

"It was a game where we
didn't achieve the level that
we wanted to, that's clear
and obvious, and yet we
walked away with a 16-all
draw," said Foster.

"So we're hurting and it's
the way it should be. We
know we've got to respond."

No room for
sentiment

While Foster rated the
All Blacks scrum and line-
out as effective, he said
"how we used those as
weapons was probably rela-
tively poor" and also called
for more aggression.

Blacks seek Eden Park

Among five changes, Fos-
ter included blockbusting
wing Caleb Clarke and
moved no-nonsense hooker
Dane Cole into the front
row, while Beauden Barrett
returns from injury to take
over the fullback role.

His 36-Test brother Scott
Barrett, who has been side-
lined for three months by a
foot injury, will come off the
bench in the second half,
while experienced centre
Anton Lienert-Brown starts
in place of Rieko Ioane,

New Zealand's Beauden Barrett reacts as he runs to score a try.

who fluffed a certain try
last week when he failed to
ground the ball properly.

Foster said he accepted
criticism that the All Blacks
lacked their usual edge in
Wellington.

"Those comments come
every time we have a per-
formance that doesn't reach
our expectations for start-
ers, so there's not much
point arguing with them,"
he said. "Is it time for a
statement? Well, yes it is."

Despite Australia's
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after Wallabies draw

delight after the first Test,
Rennie had no room for
sentiment as he made four
changes to his line-up.

Hooker Folau Fainga'a,
who struggled at lineout
time and nearly gifted the
All Blacks a try with a slop-
py pass, makes way for
Brandon Paenga-Amosa,
and the size of the pack has
been bolstered by Ned Han-
igan replacing Pete Samu in
the loose forwards.

Star outside back Jordan
Petaia and Queensland
Reds flanker Liam Wright
have been added to the
bench.

"We know that New Zea-
land will step it up another
level this weekend, we're
excited by the challenge
ahead," Rennie said.

New Zealand have held
the Bledisloe Cup for the
past 18 years and after the
drawn Test last weekend,
Australia will need to win
two of the remaining
three matches to win it
back.

The third and fourth
Tests will be played in Aus-
tralia on October 31 and
November 7 as part of the
Rugby Championship,
which also involves Argen-
tina. - AFP
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