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(Pabliahodlby] Antli ority)

PART I : SECTION (I)-G E N E R A L  

$  Government Notifications \V
NOTICE OP CANCELLATION* OF A NOTIFICATION UNDER SECTION 18A 3FTHE FISHERIES 

(AMENDMENT) ACTTNo. 25 OF 1952, APPEARING IN «  GOVERNJKENT GAZETTE ”  
EXTRAORDINARY No. 10,759 OF JANUARY 28/1955

NOTICE is hereby given that on the orders o f the Hon. Ministei
- ________• *:____ n— ___ n»L. *D ___inotification appointing a Comnuttee^ona^fig o f ] 

and Sir Philip Rodrigo, Kt., O.B.E^£#mquire hitoS
te i

: Codnaarce, Trade and Fisheries, the above 
ibiah, Q C., Chevalier C. H. Z. Fernando 

<fng dispute in Chilaw Waters is cancelled.

-r < i

Colombo 3, February 10,

S. F. A m e r asin g h b ,
Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Commejpe, Trade and Fisheries.

/ M y  No. PF/1166. 
SIR,

10th February, 1955.

Reference under the Fisheries Ordinance

In terms o f section 18a (1) o f the Fisheries Ordinance, No. 24 of 1940^/as amended by the Fisheries (Amend­
ment) Act, No. 25 o f 1952, I  refer a dispute regarding fishing rights in Chilaw waters that has arisen between two 
groups o f fishermen resident in Chilaw to a Gompaittee consisting ofpr

A. E. Christoffelaz, Esqr„ C.M.G% ^  xfe
Chevalier C. H. Z. Fernando, .
Sir Philip Rodrigo, Kt., O.B.E., /  ■'

for public inquiry and report.
2. I  nominate Mr. A. E. Christoffelsz to be^Ihairma
3. The subject matter o f the dispute, as fara> can/be ascertained, is as follows :—
A  dispute has arisen between the fishermen resident in Chilaw Town and the fishermen resident on a part 

of the foreshore o f Chilaw. For convenience, they wflTbe referred to 'hereafter^asjthe p^town fishermen ”  and the 
“  wadiya fishermen ”  respectively. / /  ii / J rr f > 1

The town fishermen complain that the wadlyafishenneh-leave[early fo| the*fishing grounds and throw their 
bait consisting o f bits o f chopped fish to attract'nsh pqjth for their n «  fishing and line fishing The town fishermen 
use prawn for their bait which they are unabjeto collac# before 5 a m/'in the mmgsjR^'vr thereabouts as the prawns' 
are not available earlier, and they arrive an the fishing grounds v e r y m ^ ^ a te r  than the wadiya fishermen A  
farther reason for their being late on the fishing grounds is the necgsgj4y*fo travel a longer distance than the wadiya 
fishermen to reach the fishing ground./When they arrive nn JAwWishiag grounds, they find no fish since the fish 
attracted by the bait thrown by the /Nadiya fishermenJjgd^fither been caught or had taken the bait and escaped 
never to return.

4. Since all matters in 
the Committee to inquire into i 
report on all such matters.

repute may not nave been specified in the representations already made I  request 
r matters incidental or related to the dispute as outlined above, and to make its

A. E. Christoffeb^ Esq., C.M.G. 
Chevalier C. S /Z . Fernando.
Sir Philip JJ*raxigo, Kt., O.B.E.

I  am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

S. C. Shirley Corea,
Minister o f Commerce, Trade and Fisheries.
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NOTIFICATION UNDER SECTION 18A (3) OF THE FISHERIES 
"  (AMENDMENT) ACT, No. 29 OF 1952 /

IN  terms o f  section 18a  (1) o f  the Fisheries Ordinance, No. 24 of 1940, A® amended, by the Fisheries 
(Amendment) Act, No. 25 o f  1952, the'Honourable the Minister o f Commerce, Trane and Fisheries has referred a 
dispute regarding fishing rights in Chilaw waters that has arisen between two groups o f fishermen resident in Chilaw, 
to us, for public inquiry and report. ' /

2. The subject-matter o f  th® dispute, as far as can be ascertained, ij/as follows:—
A  dispute has arisen betweeft<dthe fishermen resident in Chfi^w Town and the fishermen resident on a 

part o f  the foreshore o f  Chilaw. For convenience, they will be referred to hereafter as the “  Town fishermen ”  
and the “  Wadiya fishermen ”  respectively. /

The town fishermen complain (jhpt. the wadiya fishenvtan leave early for the fishing grounds and throw 
their bait consisting o f ’bits o f choppei£§sh to attract fish/Doth for their net fishing and line fishing. The town 
fishermen use prawn for their bait whioKthey are unabl^fto collect before 5 a.m. in the morning or thereabouts 
as the prawns are not available earlier,-and they arrivdon the fishing grounds^very much later than the wadiya''' 
fishermen. A  further reason for their bdfejg late on tfcre fishing grounds is the necessity to travel a longer distance 
than the wadiya fishermen to reach the fishing^grorndfi ^ e n ^ e y .« W v |  on the fishing grounds, they find 
no fish since the fish attracted by the bait thrown by^tls wadiya nshenjen had either been caught or had taken 
the bait and escaped, never to return. /\j' • a Vs*

3. Since all matters in dispute may riot havehp#8jifecified in the representations already made, we have 
been requested to inquire into any mattera/meidep^i??rmlated to the dispute as outlined above, and to make our 
report on all such matters.

4. W e invite all persons con^Mmed or interested in this dispute, who desire so to do, to make written
representations relating to thisHtH^mte to the Director o f Fisheries, to reach his office at Galle Face, Colombo, on 
or before February 17, 1955. /

5. We shall - ̂ ommence'a public inquiry into the subject matter o f the dispute,at the U. C. Office, Chilaw, 
on Saturday, February 19, U>o5, at 9 a m. At the inquiry we shall receive all evidence, whether oral or documentary 
which parties to th< put® may wish to place before us.

A. E. Christobtelsz (Chairman), 
C. H. Z. Fernando,
Philip Rodrigo,

ColomboJKebruary 10,1955. Committee o f Inquiry, Chilaw Fishing Dispute.

HONIED AX XBE GOVERNMENT PRESS, CE^EON


