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N A T I O N A L  R E A D I N G  M O N T H  
INAUGURATION CEREMONY

T he inauguration  cerem ony o f  the N ational 
R eading M onth  w as held at the Sri Lanka 
Foundation Institute on 01s1 O ctober 2004. Hon. 
M ahinda R ajapakha the Prime M inister w as the 
C h ie f  G uest. H on .V ijitba  H erath, M in ister o f  
C ultural A ffairs and N ational H eritage and the 
Secretary , M inistry  o f  C ultural A ffairs and 
National Heritage, Mr. A P A Gunasekara and 
other distinguished guests were also present on 
the occasion. The guest lecture w as delivered 
by Prof. J B D isanayake. C ertificates w ere 
aw arded  to th e  w in n ers  o f  the p o ste r and 
photograph com petition at the cerem ony.

PROVINCIAL LEVEL SEMINARS ON 
NATIONAL READINING MONTH

The N ationa l L ib rary  and D o cu m en ta tio n  
Services Board (NLDSB) organized sem inars at 
provincial level in O ctober 2004, to mark the

December 2004

National Reading M onth The objective o f  these 
sem in ars  w as to m ake aw are  th e  re le v an t 
officials in each province, about the im portance 
o f  re a d in g  p ro m o tio n . 0 7 s e m in a r s  w ere  
conducted  in W estern, N orth W estern , N orth ­
ern, North Central, central, Sabaragam uwa, Uva 
and Southern provinces.

SOUTH AND SOUTH - EAST ASIAN  
REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON INFOR­
MATION SKILLS FOR LEARNING

A Regional w orkshop on inform ation skills for 
learning, w as held from 1 -5 N ovem ber 2004 at 
Hotel Galad.ari, C olom bo. The w orkshop  w'as 
organised by the N ational Institute o f  L ibrary 
and Intermation Science (NTLIS) and sponsored 
by international Federation o f  Library A ssocia­
tions and Institu tions ( IFLA).  P artic ipan ts  
represented Bangladesh. Indonesia, S ingapore 
and som eothei Asian countries.
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W ORKSHOP ON READING  
PROMOTION

A two day workshop on Reading Promotion was 
held  at the Sri L anka Institu te o f  In ternational 
R elations on 28-29 O ctober, 2004. The w o rk ­
shop w as organized by the National Library and 
D ocum entation Services Board. The w orkshop 
consisted o f  four sessions nam ely, language and 
literacy, educational literacy, literacy and libraries 
and publishing and literacy.

P ro f . J B D is a n a y a k e ,  P ro f .L a l  P e re ra , 
P ro f .  K u s u m a  K a r u n a r a tn a ,  P ro f . A  V 
Suraw eera, P rof.Sunanda M ahendra, Dr.Saroja 
W etthasingha,M essrs U pali A m arasiri, Sybil 
W e tth a s in g h e , G era ld  R B ro w n , S a u m y a  
K odagoda , W athm anel S enev ira tne, R uvin i 
K odikara and N issanka M adurapperum a served 
as resource persons.
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READING PROM OTION ACTIVITIES  
AT REGIONAL LEVEL

Various institutions like municipal councils, urban 
councils, p radesiya sabhas, technical collages, 
sch o o ls , cu ltu ra l cn tres, o rg an ized  read in g  
prom otion  activities at provincial level to m ark 
the N ational R eading  M onth. T hese activities 
included com petitions, seminars, lectures, exhi­
bitions, purchase o f books for libraries, fond rais­
ing, library tours, automation o f libraries, stalling 
branch libraries, user education  program m es, 
com pilation o f  bibliographies, opening reading 
room s etc.
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PHOTOGRAPH AND POSTER  
COMPETITION

The N L D SB  conducted  an islandw ide  p h o to ­
g rap h  and  p o s te r  co m p e titio n  to m a rk  th e  
National Reading M onth. S.M. W ijesuriya, w on 
the first place. V ajira  Jayasanka W ick ram age 
w on both the second and third p laces o l the pho­
tograph com petition. W. Ranjith D harm athilake, 
R M.S. B andaraand Kolin Siribadahana w on the 
first, second and third places o f  the poster com ­
petition respectively.

TH E C O L O M B O  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
BOOK FAIR

The Colom bo International B ook Fair organised 
by  the Sri L anka B ook P ub lishers A ssoc iation  
was held at S inm avo B andaranayake Exhibition 
C en tre  and the B an d aran ay ak e  M em oria l 
International Conference Hall (BMICH) exhib i­
tion  cen ter from  06"’ to 12th S ep tem ber 2004. 
T here w ere 298 stalls at the fair. 56 foreign 
publishers together w ith  over 120 lo c a l P u b ­
lishers and booksellers partic ipated  at the fair. 
A bout 350 ,000  people v isited  the exh ib ition . 
This is conducted annually and is the largest book 
exhibition in Sri Lanka.
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SECOND SESSIO N OF ASIA PACIFIC  
INFORM ATION NETW ORK (APIN)

The second session o f  the A sia Pacific inform a­
t io n  N e tw o rk (A P IN )  c o - o r g a n is e d  b y  
U N E S C O , N ew  D elh i and the Institu te  o f  S ci­
ence and T echno logy  In fo rm atio n  for C hina 
(ISTIC) w as held  form  21-23 O ctober 2004 in 
China. 30 participants from  13 A sia and pacific 
countries including Sri Lanka attended the m eet­
ing. T he m ain  ob jective  o f  the m eetin g  w as to 
formulate a suitable vision and m ission statement 
for APIN and  to draw  up  a p lan  o f  action  for 
nex t th ree  years. M rs S u n eth ra  Perera, H ead, 
In fonnation  C om m unication  D ivision, N ational 
Science Foundation represented Sri Lanka. M rs 
Dilm ini W am asuriya, M anager, Infonnation Ser­
vices U nit, ITI also participated.

SLSTINET-USER SEM INARS

T he second  u se r sem inar o f  S L S T IN E T  w as 
conducted  on 26 th Ju ly  2004 at the N SF  audito­
rium . T he sem inar consisted  o f  th ree  lectures : 
“E xpert system ” B y Dr. A soka K arunanayake, 
“T im e m an ag em en t” by M r. T heja Senaratne, 
“T otal quality  m anagem ent” by M rs.Sunethra 
Perera.

T he T h ird  u se r sem inar w as conducted  on 23rd 
N ovem ber 2004. The sem inar consisted o f  four 
lectures : “D em onstration on ITI library system ” 
by Mrs. D ilm am  W am asuriya” “Virtual libraries 
o f  IW M I” by  M rs.R am ya de S ilva, “ O ccupa­
tional stress m anagem ent” by Mrs.Kanthi Hettige 
and  “ SLISTINET in fo rm atio n  g a tew ay ” by  
M rs.Sunethra Perera.

SLSTI NET W ORKSHOPS

The fo llow ing  w orkshops w ere conducted  by 
SLSTINET in 2004

♦ WINISIS basic application : 16.17 July 
2004

♦ WINISIS advance application 4. 5 A ugust 
2004

♦ T hree GENISIS w orkshops on
29 .10 .2004 . 04 .11 .2004  and 20 .11 .2004  
respectively

AGRINET ACTIVITIES

C o m p ila tio n  o f  the  N a tio n a l A g ric u ltu ra l 
B ib lio g rap h y  v o l.4  and 5 w ere  co m p le ted . 
C om pila tion  o f  B ib liog raphy  on D raught is in 
progress. D irectory o f  scientific personnel data­
base has been com pleted. O n line access is ex­
pected to be p rovided  th rough  G E N ISIS .

A G R IN E T  user sem inar w as conducted  at the 
Postgraduate Institute o f  Agriculture, Peradeniya 
on 24 .09 .2004 .

NLDC NEW PUBLICATIONS

The following are the new publications o f the 
National Library and Documentation centre.
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SRI LANKA NEW SPAPER ARTICLE  
INDEX 2000-1 (ENGLISH)

This issue o f the Sri Lanka Newspaper Article 
Index covers the period from January to  March 
2000. Inform ation on important articles 
appearing in Daily News, Island, Sunday Ob- /, 
server, Sunday Island and Sunday Tim es have 
been indeed. The index contains bibliographic 
information o f890 articles.

READING LIST ON READING 
HABIT

This reading list includes information on 
selected books, periodical articles, newspapers 
articles onreading habit published in Sinhala, Tamil 
and E n g lish . It in c lu d es 487  entries.

EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SCENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR  
DEVELOPMENT - THE SECOND INTER­
NATIONAL MULTI CONFERENCE ON
A UTO M A TIO N , CONTRO L AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Duration : 20-24 June 2005

Voiue : Novosibirsk, Russia

O rganised by : International Associa 
tion o f  Science and 
Technology for 
Development

Telephone : 14032881195

Fax : 14032476851

E-mail : Calgarv@asted.org

URL http://www.iasted.org

SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE THE INTERVATIONAL CONFERENCE 

ON INFORMATION AND
Duration : 5-8 June 2005 KNOWLEDGE ENGINEERING - 2005

Venue : Toronto, Ontario, Duration : 20-23 June 2005
Canada

Venue : Newada, U SA
Organised by : Special Libraries 

Association Organised by : World Academy o f  
Science, USA

Telephone : 41-703-647-4900
Fax : (206) 542-2966

Fax : 1-703-647-4901
E-mail : hra@cs.uga.edu

E-mail sla@sla.org
URL : http ://www. world-

URL : http://www.sla.Org// academy ofscience.org

JOINT CONFERENCE ON DIGITAL  
LIBRARIES 2005

Duration 

Venue 

Telephone 

Fax 

E-mail 

URL

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION- 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Luration : 23-29 June 2005

Venue Chicago

Organised by : American Library 
Association

Fax : (206) 542-2966

E-mail : longinhelp@ala.org

URL http ://www.ala.arg

7-11 June 2005 

Novosibirsk, Russia 

14032881195 

14032476851 

calgrai~v@asted.org 

http ://www. lasted„org



THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELO PM ENT - THE IASTED  
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY
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Duration 4-6 July 2005

Venue : Calgaiy, Alberta, 
Kanada

Organised by : International Associa 
tion o f  Science and 
Technology for 
Development

Phone : 14032881195

Fax : 14032476851

E-mail : Calgarv(a), lasted.org

Website : www.iasted.org

Editorial Advice - Mr. M  S U Amarasiri 
Editor - Mr. G D Amarasiri

National L ibrary and Documentation Centre 
14, Independence Avenue 

Colombo 07 
Sri Lanka

Tel 94-1-687581
Fax : 94-1-685201
E-m ail : it@mail.natlib.lk
URL http://www.natlib.lk
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