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BE WARY OF TERROR FUNDS
UNDER GOVID AID GUISE:RUSSIA

SPUTNIKVACCINETO [ z/IRRN 1[50 1M SUBSTANTIAL RISE

BE SUPPLIED SOON

CHANDIMA KARUNARATNE

Russian  Ambassador  Yury
Materiy has cautioned the Sri Lan-
kan Government to focus atten-
tion on terrorist funding being
funneled under the pretence of
COVID-19 aid.

The Ambassador made this
observation when he called

UNHRC SESSIONS

on Public Security Minister
Rmr Adl‘l‘lll‘dl (Rctlrcd) gdl‘dth
The A

offered the support of relevant
authorities in Russia to effectively
marginalize such groups.

“Many extremist groups have
been moving funds for terror
activities and have additionally

IN BILATERAL TRADE

carried out such operations via the
trade and trafficking of narcotics
under the cover of humanitarian
assistance for Muslim organisa-
tions and charities,” the Ambas-
sador said.

Minister Weerasekara stated
that the Government, appointed

in 2019, WIEEAP Minister Weerasekera presenting a memento to the

Exit point
Antigen tests find
49 COVID positive

Forty nine COVID-19 positive
patients were identified within
eight days through Rapid Anti-
gen tests conducted in eleven exit
points of the Western Province.

Police Spokesman DIG Ajith
Rohana said around 8,000 persons
were tested at those exit points
since December 18.“The tests
are continuing. If your vehicle is
stopped by Health authorities or
Security Forces kindly render your
fullest support to conduct Rapid
Antigen tests.

Special tax on
imported dresses
from April

S.M.WIJAYARATNE. [
Kurunegala Corr.

The Government will -
impose a special tax on
imported  readymade |
dresses  from  April, |
Batik, Handloom and | ‘
Local Apparel Produgts .

Russian Ambassador.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa visi'
damage caused to maize cultivations
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@ Manage 2021 expendi
within provisions
A, - [reasury Secretary

Treasury Secretary S.R. Attyg-
alle has advised all Heads of public
institutions to pay special atten-
tion to manage expenditure within
the budgetary provisions next year
due to fiscal constraints owing to
COVID-19.

The Circular was sent to all
Ministry Secretaries, State Minis-
try Secretaries, Provincial Coun-
cil Chief Secretaries, Department
Heads, District Secretaries and
Chairmen of Statutory Boards and
Corporations.

“Given the uncertainty due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the

amount of provisions to be allo-
cated annually for expenditures
related to the natural disasters,
it will be extremely difficult to
provide allocations in addition to
the budgetary provisions. There-
fore, expenditure to be incurred in
2021 should be managed in a well-
prioritised manner. “If any request
for additional allocations is made
only for an essential matter, those
requests should always be forwarded
to the General Treasury together
with the recommendation of the
Chief Accounting Officers,” the Cir-
cular noted.

Rural trade network
to protect farmers,

consumers

AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

The government has initiat-
ed a rural trade network that
follows the government’s trade
related decisions and protects
the farmers and consumers,
Samurdhi, Household Economy,
Micro Finance, Self Employment
and Business Development State

He said this rural trade net-
work supported by the govern-
ment will replace the present sys-
tem where farmers and consum-
ers were not given due priority.

The State Minister expressed
confidence on this network of
female entrepreneurs which will
create a strong distribution net-
work even in the face of epidem-
ics such as COVID-19.\GIEFGA

State Minister Dayasiri
Jayasekara said. He told the Daily News
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agoda, COVID dead will
ed only be cremated

Cinema halls which were ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA

yesterday in Kurunegala this tax will help
to protect and encourage local textile man-
ufacturers. He said the Government will
discontinue importing low- quality gar-
ments from abroad as Sri Lankan textile
manufacturers can produce high- quality
readymade dresses.

He said around Rs. 23 billion is spent
annually on importing dresses and ready-
made garments to Sri Lanka \GGIZEIA

closed due to the pandemic
situation in the country will be
opened from January 1 except
in isolated areas, the govern-
ment announced yesterday (27).

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa in his capac-
ity as Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs
Minister has given permission to open cinema
halls islandwide from January 1 subject to health
guidelines. WA

Largest stock of smuggled turmeric seized

A stock of 20,000 kg of turmeric smuggled
from India was seized by Police Special Task
Force (STF) during a raid carried out in the
Hungama police area, Police Spokesman
DIG Ajith Rohana said.

He said the above stock was the largest
consignment of turmeric seized following
the Gazette banning the imports of turmeric.
The raid was conducted at the Gurupokuna
fisheries harbour in Kalamatiya around 3am
on Sunday. He said four suspects were
arrested and a trawler was seized during the
raid.They were to be produced before the
Court yesterday.

Two trucks in the vicinity of Gurupokuna

EF.E fisheries harbour were also

taken into police custody on
suspicion that those were to
- SRR 3: 1

DILSHAN THARAKA

Several divisions of the Eheli-
yagoda and Godakawela Divi-
sional Secretariat divisions have
been isolated with immediate
effect.

The National Operation Cent-
er for Prevention of Covid-19,
Head, Army Commander Lt. Gen
Shavendra Silva said the Grama

Niladhari Divisions of Minnana,
Wilegoda, Yakudagoda, Asgagula
and Bopaththa in the Eheliyagoda
Divisional Secretariat and Grama
Niladhari Divisions of Rakwana
town, Rakwana North, Rakwana
South, Masimbula and Kottala in
the Godakawela Divisional Sec-
retariat have been declared as
isolated areas. WIZFAA

COVID positive cases pass 40,000

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA

The total number of COVID-19
positive patients directed in the
country has exceeded 40,000 mark
yesterday, the Health Ministry’s
Epidemiology Unit stated.

The total number of COVID
positive cases currently stands at
40,380.

Around 32,701 of them have
recovered while 7,492 patients
remain in hospitals.WIEEIA

The Health Ministry in a statement said bodies of
all who die from COVID-19 will only be cremated.

The Ministry further urged the people not to dis-
tort health policies in order to fulfill personal objec-
tives. The Health Ministry urged the public to refrain
from spreading false information with regard to the
COVID-19 related deaths. \WiZEAA

COVID cases exceed
80 million worldwide

The number of COVID-19 cases worldwide
has topped 80 million. Data compiled by Johns
Hopkins University reported the mark Saturday
morning after 472,000 cases were recorded on
Christmas Day. The number of deaths related to
the coronavirus pandemic across the globe stands
at 1.75 million. SIIEEGA

Coronavirus:

Cases of the more conta-
gious variant of COVID-19 first
identified in the UK have been
confirmed in several European
countries as well as Canada and
Japan,

f
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reported in Spain, Switzerland,
Sweden and France. day.
Since
Ontario, Canada, had no known
travel history or high-risk con-

Cases of new variant appear worldwide

A couple found infected in

icials say. Japan is to

country for a month from Mon-

reporting

infections
in five passengers who had all
arrived from the UK, the country
has confi rmed two more cases,

News of the new variant trig-
gered travel restrictions around
the world last week.

Meanwhile, several EU coun-
tries have started to vaccinate

people against the virus ahead of
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