
COVAX VACCines 
here by mOnth end

Ishara MudugaMuwa and 
dInulI FrancIsco

The first consignment of COVID vac-
cines donated under the World Health 
Organisation’s COVAX facility is to be 
received by the end of this month, stat-
ed Deputy Director-General of Public 
Health Services, Dr. Hemantha Herath. 

Dr.Herath was speaking at a special 
media conference held yesterday at the 
Government Information Department.   

“A consignment of free vaccines for 
20 per cent of the country’s population 
is to be received under the COVAX ini-

tiative and the first consignment is to be 
received by the end of this month. We 
hope that the rest of the vaccine will also 
be received soon,” he said. 

He further said the Government has 
taken measures to purchase 18 million 
doses of the Oxford AstraZeneca vac-
cine, which will be sufficient to inoculate 
nine million persons as two doses are 
needed per person. 

The AstraZeneca vaccine can be kept 
at normal refrigerator temperatures (Cel-
sius 2 to 8), which will facilitate storage 
and transport logistics.

President insPects construction of model stalls at Galle f ace : President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa inspected the construction of the model stalls at Galle Face Green in Colombo yesterday morning. 
The line of stalls will be constructed as another step in the development project surrounding the Galle Face 
Green. The Navy has designed these model stalls according to the envisioned new plan. President Rajapaksa 
stressed the need to build the stalls enhancing the scenic appearance of the Galle Face Green. Minister 
Rohitha Abegunawardhana, Navy Commander Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenne, Sri Lanka Port Authority 
Chairman General (Retired) Daya Ratnayaka and several others were present on the occasion. Picture courtesy 
President’s Media division  

 s 18 Mn vaccIne        
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 s 4,000 centres 
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 s 600,000 to 
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Per day

sandasen MarasInghe

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa yester-
day instructed the officials to increase the 
loan amount of Rs 500,000 that was proposed 
through the Budget proposals for dairy farmers 
up to Rs.1 million. 

Hence the dairy farmers would get an 
unprecedented opportunity from next week 
to get loans up to Rs 1 million at a 4 percent 
interest rate to develop their infrastructure 
facilities related to their industry. This measure 
is taken to reduce the expenditure on import of 
milk powder. 

asela Kuruluwansa and 
shavInI Madhara

Mass Media Minister Keheliya 
Rambukwella said that it is ridicu-
lous for those who gathered at Tem-
ple Trees twice a week to discuss 
the imprisonment of Rajapaksa 
family members during the former 
Government’s tenure, to talk about 
the independence of the Judiciary 

today. The Media Minister made 
these observations speaking at a 
ceremony held to mark the fourth 
anniversary of the Sri Lanka Podu-
jana Peramuna at the Rambaken 
Reception Hall at Menikhinna, 
Kundasale under the theme of ‘Siw 
Desa Sureki Siw Wasa’ (the four 
years that protected the four cor-
ners of the country). 

dInulI FrancIsco

The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) 
claimed yesterday that Industries Minister 
Wimal Weerawansa has no right to comment 
regarding any matter related to the SLPP 
and he must seek public forgiveness on the 
statement made to a weekend newspaper 
stating that the Party Leadership of the SLPP 
should be handed over to President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa from Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa.

random PCr tests 
in Parliament

A Random PCR testing programme 
is scheduled to be held today (09) 
from 9.00 am to 12.00 noon at the 
Parliament premises.

Sergeant-at-Arms Narendra Fer-
nando invited Parliamentarians to 
attend the random PCR testing pro-
gramme.

A boost for dairy farming

Govt fearlessly facing 
Geneva challenge - Keheliya

rs.1,000 daily wage 
for estate workers 

through Wages board
IrangIKa range

The Tea and Rubber Wages Board yes-
terday decided to increase the daily wage 
of Tea and rubber plantation workers up to 
Rs.1,000, Labour Minister Nimal Siripala 
De Silva said.

He said the daily wage Rs.1,000 includes 
a payment of Rs. 900 and a budget allow-
ance of Rs. 100 per day for plantation 
workers. The decision was taken following 
a discussion of Tea and Rubber Wages 
Board participated by CEOs of plantation 
companies and plantation union repre-
sentatives.

Pm mahinda will always be 
cherished leader of sLPP – sagara

Parliament to convene from todaymeasures to increase 
renewable energy capacity The Committee on Parliamentary 

Business met yesterday (08) under 
the chairmanship of Speaker Mahi-
nda Yapa Abeywardena decided to 
convene Parliament from today.

Accordingly, the Secretary Gen-
eral of Parliament Dhammika Dasa-
nayake stated that the regulation 
issued by the Minister of Labour 
under an Extraordinary Gazette 
which was presented in Parliament 
on January 21 under the Employees 
Provident Fund Act will be taken 
up for debate today. Following the 

commencement of Parliament at 10 
a.m. today (09), time will be allot-
ted for the Oral Questions of the 
Members of Parliament until 11 a.m. 
Subsequently, the debate will begin 
at 11 a.m. and will continue until 
04.30 p.m.

“The Adjournment Motion moved 
by the ruling party will be taken up 
for debate from 04.30 pm to 5.30 
pm,” Dasanayake said. Meanwhile, 
the Prime Minister will answer the 
questions raised by Members of Par-
liament on Wednesday,

lahIru Fernando

The Government is taking measures to increase the 
capacity of renewable energy to meet the country’s 
requirements to reduce the Rs.400 billion expenditure 
on the fossil fuels, said Power Minister Dullas Alahap-
peruma.

He pointed out that the country spends 
nearly Rs. 400 billion per annum to 
import fossil fuel needed to generate 
electricity which is almost half the funds 
spent to pay the salaries of public sector 
employees during the year.

‘Country spends nearly rs. 400 bn 
annually to import fossil fuel’

Private bus strike postponed

Wannila Aththo files 
petition challenging 
clearing of lands at 

Pallebedda

IrangIKa range

The representatives of the private bus 
associations yesterday decided to postpone 
the planned private bus strike by a week 
after a discussion held with Money, Capital 

Market and State Enterpris-
es Reforms State Minister 
Ajith Nivard Cabraal. Lanka 
Private Bus Owners Asso-

ciation (LPBOA) and the Inter-Provincial 
Private Bus Association had earlier planned 
to commence the islandwide private bus 
strike based on several demands including 
the reduction of the leasing interest on 
private buses. LPBOA representatives said 
that State Minister Ajith Nivard Cabraal 
has given an assurance on solving their 
problems this week.

laKMal soorIyagoda

Uruwarige Wannila 
Aththo, leader of the 
indigenous population 
known as ‘Veddhas’ in 
Sri Lanka filed a writ 
petition in the Court 
of Appeal challenging 
the clearing of lands at 
Pallebedda-Rambakan 
Oya.

Uruwarige Wannila 
Aththo and the Centre 
for Environmental Jus-
tice filed this

1,400 prison officers to be recruited soon - ratwatte

ravi, six others released in alleged trespassing case

asela Kuruluwansa

One thousand four hundred (1,400) 
new prison officers will be recruited 
before the end of this month, Prison 
Management and Prisoners’ Rehabili-
tation State Minister Lohan Ratwatte 

said. He added that in addition anoth-
er 500 officers under the age of 40 
who will have the opportunity to retire 
after twelve years of service, will also 
be recruited to get their experienced 
service as well.

laKMal soorIyagoda

Colombo Fort Magistrate Priyan-
tha Liyanage yesterday ordered the 
release of six suspects including for-

mer UNP MPs Ravi Karunanayake, 
R. Yogarajan, Ajith P. Perera and 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya MP Nalin 
Bandara from a case
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nayake thera’s 
cremation on feb.10   
I.M. AbeyrAtNe  
Dunagaha Group Corr.

Chief Incumbent 
of the Induragara 
Sri Jethawana 
Viharaya, Pagna-
jothy Wansalankara 
Sasana Keerthi Sri 
Panditacharya Most 
Venerable Mad-
ampella Siri Sud-
hamma Nayake 
Thera of the Sri 
Lanka Ramanna 
Sector passed away 
at the age of 96 on 
Sunday evening.  

The religious, 
social and the edu-
cational service he 
rendered to the 
country is invaluable. Among the Nayake Thera’s many distin-
guished students are Senior Professor of the University of 
Kelaniya, Ven. Rajakiya Panditha Induragare Dhammarathana 
Thera.  

The Nayake Thera’s cremation will take place at the Gala 
Mukalana Public Grounds on February 10.  

district level tourism training schools mooted  
IrANgIkA rANge  

The Government plans to set up 
tourism training schools at district level 
as pledged in President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa’s National Policy Framework, 
“Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour,” 
Tourism Minister Prasanna Ranatunga 
said.  

He added that four new hotel schools 
will be established this year.  

He was addressing a Progress Review 
Meeting of the Sri Lanka Institute of 
Tourism & Hotel Management recent-
ly.  

The Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism 
and Hotel Management under the Min-
istry of Tourism is the only institution 
in the country that produces profession-
als in the Hospitality and Travel Indus-
try fields. It has branches in Kandy, 

Kurunegala, Anuradhapura, Bandarawe-
la, Koggala, Ratnapura, Pasikudah and 
Jaffna.  The Government plans to estab-
lish hotel schools in other districts of 
the country.  

The Minister pointed out that vari-
ous courses related to the tourism and 
hotel industry offered by hotel schools 
should be upgraded to degree level 
courses. The Minister said that discus-

sions are already underway with the 
University Grants Commission in this 
regard.  

Minister Ranatunga also instructed 
the authorities to introduce a new 
diploma course in addition to the exist-
ing courses for youth who do not pos-
sess GCE Ordinary Level qualifications 
but are currently employed and inter-
ested in this field.  

search operation for missing youth at Punchi Lokanthaya to resume 
PrAsANNA PAthMAsIrI
Uva Province Group Corr  

The search operation conducted by a 
group of Army Special Forces for the 
missing youth in the forest areas of 
Kotagama, Egoda in Bibila Punchi 
Lokanthaya (Little World’s end) at 
Kokagala, Madolsima on Sunday even-
ing was postponed for the second day 
yesterday (8) due to the unfavourable 
weather.   

“The operation conducted by 36 
Army personnel which was suspended 
due to the mist and rain will com-
mence today,” said Kotagama Grama 

Seva Niladari Hemantha Wickramasin-
ghe.   

The Army personnel suspect that 
the remains of the missing youth might 
be found on the upper canopy of the 
forestry area.   

D. Dinura Wijesundara (34) of Mag-
gona, Kalutara had gone with a group 
of 12 to camp at the Punchi Lokan-
thaya. The group had encountered bad 
weather and strong winds while on 
their way to Punchi Lokanthaya, and 
found Wijesundara missing at dawn. 
He is suspected to have fallen from the 
Punchi Lokanthaya.   

the search operation conducted by a group of Army special Forces for the missing 
youth at Punchi Lokanthaya (Little World’s end) in Madolsima.

Fishermen and traders of 
Kasimedu want the Sri Lankan 
Government to lift the ban on 
Karuvaadu (dry fish) imports from 
India.  

The Kasimedu fishing harbour 
sends around 500 tonnes of dry 
fish to Thoothukudi, from where it 
is sent to Sri Lanka.  

Nanjil Ravi of Akhila Indhiya 
Meenavar Sangam said there were 
at least 10 traders, who depended 
on the dry fish trade with the 
island nation. “The ban on dry fish 
imports from India was supposed 
to be only for 100 days and it 
began in November. 

The time limit is over now, 

which is why we are asking that 
the ban be lifted,” he said.  

Many types of Dry fish, includ-
ing maasi karuvaadu, made from 
Yellowfin and Skipjack tuna, then-
na koni and nethili, are processed 
and sent from Kasimedu. “About 
150 containers of dry fish at the 
Thoothukudi harbour are waiting 
to be sent to Sri Lanka. The gov-
ernment is asking us to take up 
deep sea fishing but if we do not 
have the market for our catch, 
what is the use? Fishermen have 
stopped going on deep sea trips 
since we already have a lot of 
unsold dry fish,” a trader said. 
(The Hindu)  

Indian fishers seek 
end to dry fish ban  

Minister Alahapperuma was addressing the Sri 
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) Youth Front meet-
ing held at Kamburupitiya on Saturday.

The Minister said in keeping with President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa’s election manifesto, the Power Min-
istry has been tasked with increasing the use of 
renewable energy in electricity generation. “We were 
asked to rely on hydro power, solar power and wind 
power”, he added.

“Nearly 35 per cent of the country’s power genera-
tion depends on diesel,” Minister Alahapperuma 
pointed out.

“It is the responsibility and the duty of politicians 
to eradicate the root causes of the issues other than 
eradicating the particular issue,” he further said.

He also said that it was ridiculous for politicians 
who created a fear psychosis in the country during 
88/89 insurgency period to speak of human rights.

Measures to increase... From page 01

“The Government has already 
planned to utilize 4,000 vaccine 
centres for this purpose and these 
centres will administer a total of 
300 vaccinations each day, with 
2,000 centers in operation per day. 
So we will be able to administer 
vaccines for about 600,000 people 
per a day,” he said. This pro-
gramme, which will target the gen-
eral population aged 30-60, will 
probably start in the first week of 
March.

Joining the media conference via 
Zoom technology, Consultant Dr 
Ananda Wijewickrema stated that 
the AstraZeneca COVISHIELD vac-
cine made by the Serum Institute 
of India, the world’s largest vaccine 
manufacturer, is a safe vaccine 
since no adverse reactions or side-
effects have been reported so far in 
Sri Lanka or in other countries 
where it is currently used. Dr Abey-
wickrema urged people not to panic 

over this vaccine and not to be mis-
led by any myths or rumours. 

The Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-
19 vaccine appears to substantially 
reduce transmission of the virus, 
rather than simply preventing 
symptomatic infections, UK 
researchers have suggested. The 
rate of positive PCR tests declined 
by about half after two doses, 
according to preliminary results by 
researchers at the University of 
Oxford that have yet to be peer 
reviewed. Their analysis, released 
as a preprint Tuesday, also sup-
ports spacing out doses and esti-
mates good efficacy after just one 
shot of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine. The study did not meas-
ure transmission directly -- for 
example, by tracing contacts who 
were infected by study volunteers. 
But the researchers did collect reg-
ular nasal swabs from some partic-
ipants and found that the rate of 

positive PCR tests fell by half after 
two doses of the vaccine. After one 
dose only, the rate of positive tests 
fell by 67%.

A total of 161,773 individuals 
mainly from the health sector and 
the Security Forces/Police have 
been given the first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine so far in Sri 
Lanka since the commencement of 
the COVID-19 vaccination drive on 
January 29, following the donation 
of 500,000 doses of the COV-
ISHIELD vaccine by India the pre-
vious day. According to available 
statistics a total of 3,838 and 1, 
625 individuals have been vacci-
nated on Feb 6 and 7 respectively. 
The COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme was started on January 29 
and 5, 286 were vaccinated on the 
first day alone. Accordingly the 
progress of the immunization pro-
gramme remains at a percentage of 
64.7 by the end of Sunday.

COVaX Vaccines here... From page 01

The random checkups will be 
conducted once a week during Par-
liamentary Sitting weeks as well as 
during non-Sitting weeks with the 

full support of the Department of 
the Director General of Health 
Services. Random PCR tests have 
been carried out since January 13, 

2021 and the 190 persons who 
underwent PCR tests on January 
25 turned out to be COVID nega-
tive.

random PCr tests... From page 01

He said 11 votes were cast in 
favour of the proposal to pay the 
Rs.1,000 for the plantation work-
er made by union  representa-
tives.

The Minister said this increase 
was one of the pledges included 
in President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa’s National Policy Frame-
work. The Government had to 

resort to the Tea and Rubber 
Wages Board to resolve the dis-
pute as the plantation companies 
did  not abide by the Collective 
Agreement.

The proposal made by the 
Wages Board to pay a daily wage 
of Rs.1,000 to plantation workers 
was passed by a majority vote 
yesterday.

rs.1,000 daily wage... From page 01  petition seeking an interim 
order staying the validity of 
approvals granted to the Mahaweli 
Authority for the proposed Agri-
culture and Livestock Develop-
ment Project. The petitioners are 
further seeking an order to halt 
the clearing of the lands at 
Pallebedda-Rambakan Oya, one of 
the traditional homelands of the 
indigenous population.

Filing this petition through 
counsel Ravindranath Dabare, the 
petitioners have named Central 
Environmental Authority, Mahawe-
li Development Authority, Depart-
ment of Forests, Department of 
Wild Life Conservation, Minister 
of Wildlife and Forest Conserva-
tion, RAN Plantations (Pvt) Ltd 
and several others as respondents.

The petitioners are also seeking 
an order in the nature of a Writ of 
Mandamus directing Central Envi-

ronmental Authority to take 
actions in terms of the National 
Environmental Act for the illegal 
clearing of the lands without con-
ducting an Environmental Assess-
ment.

The Petitioners state that 
Pallebedda is a remote village in 
the dry zone situated at Mahaoya 
and is found on the way to the 
Rambakan Oya Reservoir. 
Pallebedda is one of the traditional 
homelands of indigenous popula-
tion known as Veddhas of Sri 
Lanka. The petitioners said that 
deforestation and development 
have greatly contributed to the 
shrinking of their traditional lands. 
This has caused a progressive 
decline in their number, and the 
community is at risk of losing its 
ancient traditions, which have 
been handed down from genera-
tion to generation. The Petitioners 

state that an area of approximately 
500 ha had already been cleared 
for the Proposed Agricultural and 
Livestock Development Project at 
Pallebedda-Rambakan Oya accord-
ing to the site inspection carried 
out by the petitioners.

The petitioner states the Central 
Environmental Authority is the 
apex body for the protection of the 
Environment in Sri Lanka and 
they have failed in their statutory 
duties to take cognizance of the 
clearing taking place in the said 
area and had permitted to proceed 
with the proposed project without 
an Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) instead of taking 
action against the relevant parties 
for clearing 500 acres of forest 
cover in a water catchment area 
without obtaining approval in 
terms of the National Environmen-
tal Act.

wannila aththo files... From page 01

Minister Rambuk-
wella said that the 
present Government 
had to pay for the hei-
nous betrayals of the 
previous Government 
and they are ready to 
face all those challeng-

es without fear.
He said that the Human Rights Commissioner had 

made allegations to the country based on the betrayal 
of the then Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera 
and that we would not accept them. He emphasized 
that the Government was successfully facing all these 
problems with the strength given to the government 
by the people of this country.

The Minister said that the Podujana Peramuna had 
carried out a political revolution in this country in a 
short period of four years. He added that the same 
path was not paved on a bed of roses. He added most 
of them had to make statements to the FCID without 
any reason. He added that they could go around with 
a smile as they had not done any crime.

Govt fearlessly facing... From page 01

 filed against them for alleged-
ly trespassing into the Sri Lanka 
Nidahas Sevaka Sangamaya 
premises (Port Authority) in 
2014.

The complaint had been 
lodged by the Nidahas Sevaka 
Sangamaya after a group of UNP 

Parliamentarians went on a fact 
finding mission at the Sri Lanka 
Ports Authority (SLPA) premises 
on October 21, 2014.

The Colombo Fort Magistrate 
made this order pursuant to the 
Attorney General’s advice not to 
proceed with further legal action 

against the suspects. The Slave 
Island Police conducting investi-
gations into the incident had 
sought the Attorney General’s 
advice regarding the incident. 
Counsel Sajitha Jayawardena 
appeared for former MP Ravi 
Karunanayake.

ravi, six others released... From page 01

SLPP General Secretary Sagara Kariyawasam 
addressing a media briefing said that Wimal Weer-
awansa should withdraw his comment which is a 
third class move.

“Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa is the massive 
pillar that stands behind the success of the country 
as well as the SLPP. He was defeated baselessly yet 
the majority of the country still requests his contri-
bution for the betterment of the country,” Kariya-
wasam said.

He further added that the SLPP will not betray 
their party for narrow political gains and SLPP will 
always maintain the code of discipline. “It is unethi-
cal for Minister Wimal Weerawansa to state any 
views regarding the SLPP leadership and he should 
immediately withdraw his comment and apologize to 
the party.”

MP Sanjeewa Edirimanna also speaking at the 
press briefing stated that the SLPP is well known for 
co-existence among parties and within the party 
itself co-existence is practiced. He further said that 
the statements directed towards MP Sagara Kariya-
wasam by Minister Wimal Weerawansa are baseless 
allegations.

“Politics is a broad subject; one cannot escape 
from the collective responsibilities. If Wimal Weer-
awansa is not satisfied with the current happenings 
the only thing left for him to do is to resign,” he said.

PM Mahinda will always... From page 01

(10) from 10 a.m. to 10.30 
a.m. Thereafter, from 10.30 am 
to 11 a.m., time has been allot-
ted for oral questions of Mem-
bers of Parliament.

On that day, the regulations 
imposed under the Gem and 
Jewellery Act will be taken up 
for debate, which will be held 
from 11 am to 4.30 p.m. After 
that the adjournment motion 
moved by the Opposition will 
then be taken up for debate.

The Secretary General further 
said that three regulations under 
the Imports and Exports (Con-
trol) Act will be taken up for 
debate on Thursday (11). On 
the same day, from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m., time will be allotted for the 
oral questions of the Members 
of Parliament and the adjourn-
ment motion moved by the Gov-
ernment will be taken up for 
debate from 4.30 p.m to 5.30 
p.m.

Votes of Condolence on the 
late MPs Surangani Ellawala, 
K.P Silva and Kapila Abeyratne 
will be presented in Parliament 
on Friday (12). The sitting will 
be held from 10 am to 4.30 p.m. 
on that day and no time will be 
allotted for the oral questions of 
the Members of Parliament.

The Committee on Parliamen-
tary Business had decided to 
limit the oral questions of MPs 
to 10 per day.

Parliament to convene... From page 01

“The Prison Inmate Review Pro-
gramme which was terminated by 
former President Chandrika 
Bandaranaike will be re-enacted,” 
State Minister Lohan Ratwatte 
said. He expressed his hope that 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
would give his approval before the 
Vesak Poya Day this year.

State Minister Ratwatte said fur-
ther that the Prison Inmate Review 
Programme, which had not been 
operational for 20 years, was a 

legal process which enables 
inmates who are on death row to 
mitigate to life imprisonment and 
those serving life imprisonment to 
20 years imprisonment.

The State Minister made these 
observations while speaking to the 
media after the opening of a con-
sular office of the Ministry of 
External Affairs in Kandy.

Furthermore, he said that he had 
received the report of the investi-
gation into the Mahara prison inci-

dent and that the committee’s rec-
ommendations are still being 
implemented.

State Minister Ratwatte said 
that by the time he took over the 
ministry, 30,000 detainees were in 
prison and that it had now been 
reduced to 18,000.

He also said that according to 
the available space and the num-
ber of officers, the number of 
inmates that can be kept is 
12,000.

1,400 prison officers to be... From page 01

  The Prime Minister 
made this directive at the 
Development Review 
Meeting at the Finance 
Ministry.  He also pointed 
out that the attention of 
the Government has been 
drawn on attracting foreign 
investors rather than tak-
ing foreign loans.

The Finance Ministry 
Secretary explained that 
the interest rates of the 
housing loans already 
taken by the Government 

servants and those to be taken will be dropped up to 
7 percent and the same is then similar to a Rs.2,500 
to Rs.3,000 salary increase.

The Government has also planned to grant loans 
up to Rs.800,000 for both Government and non gov-
ernment employees at an interest rate of 4 percent to 
fix solar panels to increase the use of renewable ener-
gy and hence reduce the expenditure on fossil fuels 
for thermal energy.

a boost for dairy... From page 01

AseLA kuruLuWANsA
Parliamentarian Patali 

Champika Ranawaka said that 
he would join National Samagi 
Jana Balawegaya in the near 
future. 

He said that he would join it 

along with the 26 members who 
resigned from the Hela Urumaya. 
He said he once participated in 
the Executive Committee meet-
ing of the National Samagi Jana 
Balawegaya on an invitation and 
hoped to join it.

Patali to join NSJB
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Indian Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman presented the 
first digital Budget on February 
1. The budget for the Fiscal Year 
2021/22 coincides with India’s 
V-shaped economic recovery 
overcoming the hurdles posed 
by COVID-19.   

India is slated to be the fastest-
growing economy in the next 
two years with its real GDP 
estimated to attain a new record 
of 11.5% growth in the Fiscal 
Year 2021/22 and 6.8% in the 
Fiscal Year 2022/23. India has 
also set a USD 5 trillion target 
for its economy in the Fiscal 
Year 2024/25. With a strong 
rebound expected in the second 
half of the Fiscal Year 
2020/21(October 2020 to March 
2021), the Indian economy is 
well on course towards realising 
these figures.   

Strong performance of the 
economy translated into 
increased attractiveness among 
investors. FPI inflows reached an 
all-time monthly high of USD 9.8 
billion in November, 2020. Forex 
reserves also stood at a record 
high of USD 586 billion, which is 
sufficient to cover India’s import 
bill for 18 months. Performance 
of stock market indices have 
been robust and capitalisation to 
GDP ratio crossed 100% after 
more than 10 years.   

India’s sterling bounce back is 
attributable to the Government's 
disciplined and mature policy 
response to COVID which was 
guided by four principles: strate-
gy of containment, fiscal, finan-
cial, and long-term structural 
reforms. These were coupled 
with other measures such as 
cushioning vulnerable sections 
of the society during lockdown 
and boosting consumption and 
investment while unlocking.   

Total outlay for the Fiscal Year 
2021/22 Budget is close to USD 
500 billion. India’s agricultural 
sector, which witnessed 3.4% 
growth in agriculture during the 
first half of Fiscal Year 2020/21, 
contrary to the global economic 
downturn, got a big boost in the 
budget. Agriculture credit target 
has been increased to USD 226 
billion and various farmer friend-
ly initiatives are being envisaged, 
in continuation of the progres-
sive reforms that have already 
been carried out.   

These steps are aligned with 
the goal of doubling farmer’s 
income by 2022. The Budget 
gave further impetus to foreign 
investment by introducing sev-
eral investor friendly measures 
such as increasing the FDI cap in 
the insurance sector from 49% to 
74%.   

 Finance Minister outlined the 
vision for a self-reliant India 
(AatmaNirbhar Bharat) in the 
budget. This blueprint consists 
of various elements such as 
strengthening infrastructure, 
providing opportunities for 
youth, offering education for all, 
empowering women among oth-
ers.   

The Budget stood on six key 
pillars namely health and well-
being; physical and financial 
capital, and infrastructure; inclu-
sive development; reinvigoration 
of human capital; innovation and 
R&D; and minimum Govern-
ment and maximum Govern-
ance.   

Under these, manufacturing 
has been further incentivised, 
and startups are being given 
focused attention. Ambitious tar-
gets have also been set in the 
field of space expeditions.   

Indian FM 
presents digital 

Budget for 2021/22



Dishan Joseph 

T
he coastal areas of Sri 
Lanka have some stunning 
historic forts. Some are 
massive and imposing. 
Other forts are not that 
big but served their pur-

pose of a fortified defensive bastion. 
With the tranquil Puttalam lagoon open-
ing out to the sea, Kalpitiya is one of the 
most beautiful destinations in the coun-
try. A cluster of 23 islands, 14 of which 
are major islands, enhances the appeal of 
this resplendent location.

A few metres from the main town is a 
historic architectural gem - the Dutch 
Fort. As we entered through the main 
gate of SLNS Vijaya, the naval quarter-
master greeted us and directed us to the 
fort. The first view from the right side of 
the Base is the majestic rock wall that 
has stood here for three centuries. The 
cool breeze of the lagoon was refreshing. 
A sailor accompanied us to this historic 
fortified structure. The fort is not large 
like Fort Fredrick in Trincomalee or the 
massive Dutch Fort in Galle; yet we 
would soon discover its defensive ele-
ments that helped it achieve its security 
objective.

The arched-entrance has two large 
wooden doors, which is the only point of 
entry. Above the arch is a pediment 
which is common in Classical and 

Baroque architecture. I noticed the 
emblem of the Dutch East India Compa-
ny - the letters ‘VoC’. The fort’s crest dis-
plays two elephants that signify strength 
and a palm tree in the centre as a reflec-
tion of prosperity. The year 1676 is 
engraved on the wall. Old records say 
that before this fort was built here there 
was a small chapel built by the Portu-
guese priest of the Jesuit Order. The 
Portuguese had arrived here in 1544 and 
named the area as Kardiv Island. 

The priests from the Jesuit Order 
served and lived here. Later on, the 
Dutch moved into this area and called it 
Calpentyn. They set their sights on the 
lucrative cinnamon trade which was 
bountiful in the Puttalam area. By 1666, 
they managed to chase away the Jesuit 
priests and began to build this fort. The 
Dutch initially informed the king that 
their intention was to build a church, for 
which he kindly granted permission.

However, they were quite cunning. 
They began building a fortified structure 
using granite rocks and coral stones. In 
fact, they did not build a church on this 
site. Once the fort was completed in 
1676, they added three cement crosses 
on the topmost walls (one on the entry 
gate) to misguide the king and other 
potential seaborne foreign enemies that 
this was only a fortified church. After 
building other majestic forts along the 

coastal areas, I wondered, why the 
Dutch would want to conceal the pres-
ence of this fort. But, as we explored 
this mysterious building it was intrigu-
ing to understand their security perspec-
tives from a bygone era.

The prudent Dutch engineers had 
deployed their second security feature to 
fool the enemy. To understand this we 
must realize the mode of seaborne 
assault in that era. An invading ship 
would fire her canons at the fort well 
away from the shoreline - focusing on 
the spot where they believed the troops 
would be gathered, before sending in 
‘landing parties’ to physically raid the 
fort. In order to misdirect such fire the 
Dutch engineers had put up four large 
granite columns, and erected triangular-
shaped walls on top of them, that gave 
the illusion of a church from a distance. 
This misleading structure is about 75 
metres long. When the enemy fired, 
there was nothing of significance here 
and the cannon balls would land and 
explode onto a large open field. The 
field is in the centre of this old fort.

We climbed an angled ramp that took 
us to the ramparts. The walls were 
about eight feet wide and interspaced 
with gun turrets. The top of the walls 
are sloped to reflect a 20-degree angle - 
a defensive tactic where under siege, 
Dutch sailors would pour hot oil that 
would burn anyone trying to mount the 
walls. Back in the day, there were five 
bastions on this fort.

Four at the edge of each side and the 
fifth was placed outside the fort - form-
ing the outer perimetre defence. There 
were 16 cannons on the wall directed 
towards the lagoon and 14 cannons aim-

ing at the landside. Unfortunately, with 
time, not a single canon is found today. 
Naval sources assume that each gun had 
a two-man crew. Thus, there would have 
been 60 Dutch men who manned these 
30 guns, making this a formidable fort 
with a destructive fire wall. In addition, 
there would have been another 20 men 
working as cooks, clerks, horse keepers 
and storekeepers. We descended some 
steps and encountered a tunnel.

The Kalpitiya Fort has two tunnels, 
one leading to the sea and the second 
leading to the old Dutch church. The 
first is on the left flank of the fort. As 
we entered it was almost pitch black and 
some large bats excitedly made their 
exit. Using our mobile phone lights, we 
were able to see the tunnel which runs 
to a length of about 10 feet, before it 
had been sealed decades ago. There is 
some speculation as to where it exactly 
leads. The second tunnel is even more 
mysterious and is adjacent to the fake 
church structure. It is believed that it 
definitely went past the shore connect-
ing the fort to a nearby island. 

It was a tunnel for a tactical retreat in 
case of an intense assault. The other 
buildings in the fort include a command-
er’s residence, dining hall, armoury, two 
prison cells and a storeroom. Drinking 
water was obtained from two wells. 
Years after erecting the fort the Dutch 
did build a real church for worship about 
400 metres away from the fort, in 1706. 
The church belongs to the Dutch 
Reformed denomination, and we took 
time to visit the church in the evening. 
The old belfry is still standing. By 1795, 
the British took control of this fort.

Initially, a naval detachment was set 

up here in 1973 to guard the lagoon and 
in 1982, this Base was commissioned as 
SLNS Vijaya. In the Dutch era, this was 
a vital trading point. There were boats 
that took cinnamon from here to Put-
talam and then ferried via Hamilton 
Canal to the Colombo Port. For many 
years, the Navy has maintained this 
beautiful fort, protecting its historic 
value. On weekdays prior to the COVID-
19 pandemic outbreak, busloads of 
schoolchildren would visit this fort on 
study tours. Tourists also visited this 
fort. The Sri Lanka Navy has done a 
commendable task by teaching the visi-
tors about the maritime history of old 
Ceylon in Kalpitiya.

Towards late afternoon, I boarded a 
boat with a naval petty officer and set 
off to discover some of the islands. 
These lush islands are home to a variety 
of marine bird species. We went to one 
particular island where it is believed the 
tunnel from the fort emerged. We got 
onto the island with much expectation. 
The place was partly covered by man-
groves and I noticed many tropical birds 
nesting amidst the clusters of trees. A 
snake slithered into the network of 
roots. I walked with caution but there 
was no trace of the tunnel’s exit point, 
perhaps it has been sealed by nature’s 
own process. On our return to the fort, I 
realized that the formation of islands 
around this fort could easily mislead a 
first-time visitor, thus concealing the 
real presence of this ancient formidable 
Dutch Fort. The view of the sunset was 
a bonus. 

The main gate of the fort
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dutch fort at Kalpitiya

old Dutch church

Ramparts

The entry turret

side view of the old Dutch church

inside the fort

The walls were about eight feet wide and interspaced 
with gun turrets. The top of the walls are sloped to 

reflect a 20-degree angle - a defensive tactic where 
under siege, Dutch sailors would pour hot oil that 

would burn anyone trying to mount the walls. Back in 
the day, there were five bastions on this fort

The Kalpitiya Fort has 
two tunnels, one 
leading to the sea 
and the second 
leading to the old 
Dutch church. The first 
is on the left flank of 
the fort. As we entered 
it was almost pitch 
black and some large 
bats excitedly made 
their exit. Using our 
mobile phone lights, 
we were able to see 
the tunnel which runs 
to a length of about 
10 feet, before it had 
been sealed decades 
ago. There is some 
speculation as to 
where it exactly leads. 
The second 
tunnel is even more 
mysterious and is 
adjacent to the fake 
church structure

Well 
concealed 
yet formidable
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ARIYAPALA WANSHATHILAKE
Twenty persons who pleaded guilty to 

illegal sand mining near the Deduru Oya 
was sentenced to three months’ rigorous 
imprisonment (RI) and fined Rs.10,000 
each by Kurunegala High Court Judge 
Mapa Bandara, yesterday.

The judge also ordered the convicts to 

pay Rs.3,000 each as compensation to 
the injured former OIC of Rasnayakapu-
ra in Nikaweratiya. They would face an 
additional seix-month sentence in 
default of the compensation.

According to the court report, the 
incident had taken place on March 30, 
2014, while a group of tractor drivers 

and their helpers were found carrying 
out illegal sand mining near the Deduru 
Oya. The suspects had attacked the 
police personnel who had arrived at the 
scene with their shovels before fleeing.

The convicts are residents of the Wari-
yapola and Kobeigne areas. State Council 
Janith Thilakarathna prosecuted.

Twenty persons get three months’ RI over illegal sand mining

NIMAL WIJESINGHE
Fishermen in Jaffna have request-

ed the government to provide a rail-
way compartment equipped with 
deep freezing facilities to the Jaffna-
Colombo train in order to improve 
the productivity in transporting pro-
cessed seafood for export.  

It was made during a meeting held 
in the Jaffna District recently, during 
which it was revealed that although 
there was plenty of seafood varieties 
and resources in Jaffna, fishermen 
were deprived of raking out the full 

potential of it due to the unwarrant-
ed meddling of intermediaries.   

This was revealed by senior eco-
nomic researcher Dr. Akilan Kadhi-
ragamanadhan at the meeting meant 
for exchanging views and opinions 
with regard to the Jaffna District 
seafood varieties promotion pro-
grammes.   

 Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Minister Douglas Devananda, who 
was also present at the meeting, said 
that he would discuss with the gov-
ernment regarding the provision of 

rail carriages for the purpose of 
transporting processed seafood vari-
eties.  

The minister, responding to a 
request of the fishermen, said that 
after consulting experts, a decision 
was taken to combine rural fisheries 
and fisheries cooperative societies. 
He said action would be taken to 
execute a livelihood empowerment 
programme for fisherfolk and their 
families through micro-loan facilities 
under the Fisheries Federation’s 
Rural Credit System.  

To improve productivity of seafood transportation 

Jaffna fishermen request train 
compartment with deep freezers
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Nimal WijesiNghe,
Anuradhapura Additional District Group Corr.

The government has launched a 
programme to turn the Anuradhapu-
ra District into a TJC mango export 
zone. The project is being carried 
out under the supervision of the 
Export Agriculture Ministry.

Anuradhapura District Planning 
Director Sugath Nayananda, who is 
coordinating the project, told the 
Daily News recently that within the 
past six months, 157,250 TJC 
mango saplings have been distribut-

ed in 14 Divisional Secretariat Divi-
sions of the Anuradhapura District. 
He said that the District Agriculture 
Director’s Office has been entrusted 
with the implementation of the pro-
ject.

It is also planned to train 10,000 
farmers to take up mango farming 
with modern equipment, and farm-
ers with a minimum land area of 
0.75 acres would be eligible for the 
project. They would be provided 
with 25 free mango saplings each. 
TJC mango plants, which usually 

bear fruits within eight months of 
being planted, have grown in popu-
larity among foreign consumers, 
Nayananda added.

“We are deploying development 
officers to support these farmers. 
Moreover, under the second phase 
of the project, it is intended to begin 
the production of mango juice, jam, 
and other products for exportation. 
TJC mango cultivations are making 
progress especially in the Embilip-
itiya, Kurunegala, Ampara, Polon-
naruwa, and Kataragama areas.

Government launches project 
to turn anuradhapura into tJC 
mango export zone

m.a.R. maNukulasooRiya
National Fertiliser Secretariat 

Kurunegala District Assistant Director 
Bandara Herath said that steps have 
been taken to provide farmers with 
biofertiliser for the upcoming ‘Maha’ 
Season in order to promote more eco-
friendly paddy cultivation. He was 
speaking at a press briefing held at his 
office last Friday.

Herath said biofertiliser has to be 

mixed with small amounts chemical 
fertiliser in order to be effective, and 
that it would reduce the damage caused 
to the environment. Excessive amounts 
of chemical fertiliser reduce the fertility 
of soil, he added.

The Assistant Director said that the 
programme is being implemented in 
Bingiriya, Panduwasnuwara, Welpalla, 
Deegalla, Kobeigane, Amangalla, 
Nagollagama,Maho, Boraluwewa, and 

Ganewatta, where 7,256 hectares of 
paddy land has been cultivated.

He said that 1.012 kilotonnes of 
urea, 254 tonnes of Triple Superphos-
phate (TSP), and 284 tonnes of Muri-
ate of Potash (MOP) will be provided 
to farmers free-of-charge under the 
programme. Each farmer will be pro-
vided with two 500ml bottles bioferti-
liser, which would  be sufficient per 
acre of land, Herath added.

farmers to receive biofertiliser this ‘Maha’ season

hiRiyala gRoup CoRR.

 Northwestern Province Director 
of Health Services Dr. Sampath Indi-
ka Kumara told the Daily News 
recently that there is a risk of Leish-
maniasis spreading in 32 M.O.H. 
divisions in the province.

He said that there had been 460 

Leishmaniasis patients reported 
from 29 M.O.H. divisions in the 
Kurunegala District and 10 more 
from three M.O.H. divisions in the 
Puttalam District during last year. 
The highest number of patients 
were reported from the Rideegama, 
Alawwa, Polpithigama, Ibbagamu-

wa, and Pannala M.O.H. divisions in 
the Kurunegala District; as well as 
the Anamaduwa, Karuwalagaswe-
wa, and Pallama M.O.H. divisions in 
the Puttalam District, he added.

Meanwhile, Kurunegala Teaching 
Hospital Director Dr. Chandana 
Kedangamuwa said that eight 

patients suffering from this skin 
disease were receiving treatment in 
the hospital by February 2. He 
added that over 80 patients suffer-
ing from this disease are getting 
treatment from the skin disease 
clinic at present.

The Northwestern Province 

Director of Health Services said that 
the disease is caused by Leishmania 
parasites and is spread via sandfly 
bites. 

If perishable garbage collected in 
houses are burnt, the breeding of 
sandflies could be prevented, he 
added.

Leishmaniasis risk in 32 MOH divisions of northwestern Province

s.m.WijayaRatNe,
Kurunegala Corr.

Commissioner General of Examinations 
B. Sanath Pujitha informed all school heads 
through a circular that G.C.E. (O.L.) prac-
tical tests would be held from March 1 to 
11.

The decision has been taken by the 
Department of Examinations after taking 
the COVID-19 pandemic into considera-
tion, the circular stated.

O/L practical tests to be 
held from March 1 to 11

s.m.WijayaRatNe,
Kurunegala Corr.

 The country has seen a spike in leprosy 
patient numbers in the recent past, Nation-
al Leprosy Control Campaign Director Dr. 
Kapila Piyasena told the media recently.

He added that the majority of the cases 
were reported from the Kurunegala Dis-
trict during the past month, and that most 
of them were children. 

About 20 percent of total number of lep-
rosy patients reported in the country last 
year were from the Western Province, 
Piyasena said.

sL sees spike 
in leprosy cases

The Organisation of Professional Associations of Sri 
Lanka (OPA) recently conducted its 33rd Annual Confer-
ence under the theme ‘Bounce Back – Disasters are 
Opportunities’. The event was held for two days on a digi-
tal platform due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa participated in the 
conference as its chief guest, while the keynote speaker 
was former Pakistani Federal Minister and a world-

renowned scientist Prof. Atta-Ur-Rahman. Several other 
speakers joined from countries such as India, Malaysia, 
and the United Kingdom.

The speeches covered proposals on the ‘Economic 
Revival of Sri Lanka’ through the mitigation of  COVID-19 
in different sectors such as Education, Agriculture, Health, 
Housing, Supply Chain, Construction, and Foreign 
Employment.

OPA discusses economic revival 
at 33rd Annual Conference

opa president eng. shantha senarath presenting the annual Conference proposals to prime minister mahinda Raja-
paksa.

IN THE
SUPREME COURT

LIST OF CASES
FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 9

B.P. ALUVIHARA (P.C.) 
(J)

A.L.S. GOONERATNE J.
M.A. SAMAYAWARDHA-

NA J.
COURT NO. 502

(FROM 11.00 A.M.
– 11.30 A.M.)

TO BE MENTIONED
1.      SC. Application

FR 47/15
2.      SC. Application

FR 427/19
3.      SC.HC.CA.

LA 458/19
– HCCA 1791/18 

FOR LEAVE
TO PROCEED

1.      SC. Application
FR 277/20 

2.      SC. Application
FR 278/20 

3.      SC. Application
FR 303/20 WITH 302/20

FOR ARGUMENT 
1.      SC. Appeal 12/14

– HCCA 15/01 
(FROM 11.30 A.M.

– 12.45 P.M.)
FOR GRANTING

OF LEAVE
1.       SC.HC.CA.

LA 70/21
–HCCA 68/20

(Top of the list)
2.      SC.HC.

LA 74/17
– HC 514/14

3.      SC. (Spl.)
LA 227/17

- CA 127/17
4.      SC.HC.
LA 109/18

– HCCA 08/16
5.      SC. (Spl.)

LA 447/18
- HCCA 21/16

6.      SC.HC.CA.
LA 323/19

– HCCA 26/17
7.      SC.HC.CA.

LA 343/19
– HCCA 82/17

(FROM 01.30 P.M.
– 03.00 P.M.)

FOR GRANTING
OF LEAVE

1.      SC.HC.CA.
LA 251/20

– HCCA 43/19
FOR ARGUMENT 

1.      SC. Application
FR 248/18 

2.      SC. Appeal 29/19
– CA 19/16 

3.      SC. Appeal 28/20
– CA 80/12 

L.T.B. DEHIDENIYA J.
MURDU N.B. FERNAN-

DO P.C.J. 
A.A.U. WENGAPPULI J.

COURT NO. 403 
(FROM 10.00 A.M.

– 11.30 A.M.)
TO BE

MENTIONED
1.      SC.(Spl.)

LA 301/08
– CA 184

– 184A-187/96
2.      SC. Application

FR 251/18 with 250/18
3.      SC. Appeal

No. 52/20
– CA 157/16

4.      SC. Application
FR 312/20

FOR LEAVE
TO PROCEED

1.      SC. Application
FR 185/20

2.      SC. Application
FR 287/20

COURT NO. 403
Contd…

FOR 
ARGUMENT

1.       SC. Appeal 42/10
–HCCA 240/04 (Top of 

the list)
2.      SC. Appeal 71/20

– CA 697/10 
(FROM 11.30 A.M.

– 12.45 P.M.)
FOR GRANTING

OF LEAVE
1.      SC.HC.CA.

LA 431/17
– HCCA 92/14

2.      SC.HC.CA.
LA 39/18

– HCCA 127/14
3.      SC.HC.CA.

LA 157/19
– HCCA 31/14 
4.      SC. (Spl.)

LA 353/19
– CA 261/00

5.      SC. (Spl.)
LA 90/20

– CA 76/13
(FROM 01.30 P.M.

– 03.00 P.M.)
FOR

 ARGUMENT
1.      SC. Appeal

No. 141/16
– HCCA 124/09

2.       SC. Appeal
No. 117/20

WITH 116/20
– HCCA 39/13, 03/14 

P. PADMAN SURASENA 
J. 

E.A.G.R. AMARASEKERA 
J.)

YASANTHA KODAGO-
DA P.C. J.

COURT NO. 404 
(FROM 10.00 A.M.

– 11.30 A.M.)
FOR GRANTING

OF LEAVE
1.      SC.HC.CA.

LA 364/19
– HCCA 60/12 

2.      SC.HC.
LA 55/20

– HC (Civil) 434/13 
3.      SC. (Spl.)

LA 67/20
– HC 01/19 

4.      SC. (Spl.)
LA 127/20
– CA 28/19 

5.      SC.HC.CA.
LA 370/20

– HCCA 96/17 
FOR

ARGUMENT 
1.      SC. Miscellaneous
No. 04/12 ( Top of the 

list)
2.      SC. Appeal

No. 88/15
– HCCA 780/08

(FROM 11.30 A.M.
– 12.45 P.M.)
FOR LEAVE

TO PROCEED
1.      SC. Application

FR 378/18
2.      SC. Application

FR 350/19
3.      SC. Application

FR 17/21 
FOR ARGUMENT 

1.      SC. Application
FR 365/16 

(FROM 01.30 P.M.
– TO 03.00 P.M.)

TO BE 
MENTIONED
1.      SC. (Spl.)

LA 237/14
– CA 730/10

2.      SC. Appeal
No. 45/20

– CA 65/98
3.      SC.HC.

LA 64/20
– CHC No. 175/18

IN THE COURT
OF APPEAL

LIST OF CASES
FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 9

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE 
J. (P/CA)

MAYADUNNE COREA J.
COURT NO. 301
AT 09.30 A.M.

TO BE 
MENTIONED 
1.       53/21
Writ of Cert 
2.      54/21
Writ of Cert 
3.       23/18
TAX 23/18 
TAX 14/13,
TAX 19/17,
TAX 07/09, 
TAX 04/15,
TAX 06/14

4.   242/18 HC 
FOR 

SUPPORT
1.      41/20
Writ of Cert
2.      16/21
Writ of Cert
3.      37/21
Writ of Cert
4.      41/21
Writ of Cert

ARJUNA OBEYESEKERE 
J. (P/CA)

MAYADUNNE COREA J.
COURT NO. 301
OTHERS TO BE

MENTIONED
1.      138/20
Writ of Cert
2.      227/20
Writ of Cert

WITH WR 229/20
3.      46/21
Writ of Cert

4.      10/18 COC
WITH WR 182/16,

WR 93/19
FOR SUPPORT

1.      488/19
Writ of Cert
2.      22/20
Writ of Cert
3.      404/20
Writ of Cert
4.      462/20
Writ of Cert

TO BE RESUMED
1.      11/13 TAX 

K. PRIYANTHA FERNAN-
DO (J)

SAMPATH B. ABAYA-
KOON J.COURT NO. 107

AT 10.00 A.M.
TO BE

 MENTIONED 
1.      237/19 HC
2.      243/19 HC

FOR ARGUMENT 
1.      59/19 HC

2.      368 - 369/19 HC
K. PRIYANTHA FERNAN-

DO (J)
SAMPATH B. ABAYA-

KOON J.COURT NO. 107
OTHERS 

ASSIGN COUNSEL
1.      427

– 428/19 HC
TO BE 

MENTIONED
1.      09/19 HC

2.      383/19 HC
MENAKA WIJESUNDE-

RA J.
NEIL IDDAWALA J. 
COURT NO. 204
AT 09.30 A.M.

TO BE
MENTIONED
1.   21/17 PA 

FOR 
SUPPORT

1.      31/20 PA
MENAKA WIJESUNDE-

RA J.
NEIL IDDAWALA J. 
COURT NO. 204

OTHERS
TO BE 

MENTIONED
1.      173/15 PHC
2.      25/17 PHC
3.      79/17 PHC

4.      177/19 PHC
5.      249/19 PHC
COURT NO. 204

OTHERS CONTD…
TO BE MENTIONED

6.       253/19 PHC
7.       255/19 PHC
8.       112/14 PA
9.       138/16 PA
10.    15/17 PA
11.    11/19 PA

WITH 103/19 HC
12.    121/19 PA
13.    94/20 PA

FOR SUPPORT 
1.       83/20 PA
2.       30/20 BA

NOTICE
RETURNABLE
1.       35/20 BA
FOR INQUIRY

1.       149/19 PA
2.       24/20 BA
3.       26/20 BA
N. BANDULA 

KARUNARATNE (J)
R. GURUSINGHE J.
COURT NO. 205
AT 10.00 A.M. 

TO BE
 MENTIONED
1.       159/14
Writ of Cert

2.       165/08 HC
3.       359/17 HC

FOR 
ARGUMENT

1.       287/17 HC
2.       415/17 HC
3.       463/17 HC
4.       113/18 HC
5.       133/18 HC
6.       211/18 HC
7.       307/18 HC

N. BANDULA 
KARUNARATNE (J)

R. GURUSINGHE J.
COURT NO. 205

OTHERS 
TO BE 

MENTIONED
1.      255/17 HC

2.      445 – 446/17 HC
3.      35/18 HC

4.      407/18 HC
5.      413/18 HC

DEVIKA ABEYRATNE J.
P. KUMARARATNAM J.

COURT NO. 110
AT 10.00 A.M.

FOR ARGUMENT
1.      274/15 HC
2.      250/18 HC

DEVIKA ABEYRATNE J.
P. KUMARARATNAM J.

COURT NO. 110
OTHERS

TO BE MENTIONED
1.      444/17 HC

2.      26 – 31/20 HC
FOR ARGUMENT
1.      328/15 HC
2.      150/17 HC
3.      154/17 HC
4.      200/17 HC

5.      18 - 22/18 HC
M. T. MOHAMMED LAF-

FAR J.
K. K. A. V. SWARNA-

DHIPATHI J.
COURT NO. 206

OTHERS
FOR

ARGUMENT
1.      104/14
Writ of Cert
2.      21/18
Writ of Cert

DR. RUWAN FERNAN-
DO (J)

M. SAMPATH K. B. 
WIJERATNE J.

COURT NO. 302
OTHERS 

FOR ARGUMENT 
1.      09/18 TAX

SOBITHA RAJAKARUNA 
J.

DHAMMIKA GANEPO-
LA J.COURT NO. 303

AT 10.00 A.M.
FOR SUPPORT 

1.      429/19
Writ of Cert
2.      532/19
Writ of Cert

FOR ARGUMENT
1.      16/19
Writ of Cert
2.      437/19
Writ of Cert

SOBITHA RAJAKARUNA 
J.

DHAMMIKA GANEPO-
LA J.

COURT NO. 303
OTHERS 

FOR 
SUPPORT 

1.       372/19
Writ of Cert

WITH WR 253/19,
WR 51/19

2.      379/19
Writ of Cert
3.      402/19
Writ of Cert
4.      492/19
Writ of Cert

FOR ARGUMENT
1.      338/19
Writ of Cert

D. N. SAMARAKOON J.

PRADEEP KIRTISINGHE 
J.

COURT NO. 108
AT 10.00 A.M.
FOR SUPPORT 

1.   11/20 RII
D. N. SAMARAKOON J.
PRADEEP KIRTISINGHE 

J.
COURT NO. 108

OTHERS
TO BE

 MENTIONED
1.      713/00 (F) DC

2.      03/17 RII
FOR SUPPORT

1.   09/20 RII
PRASANTHA DE SILVA 

J.
S. U. B. KARALLIYADDE 

J.
COURT NO. 109

AT 12.30 P.M.
TO BE 

MENTIONED
1.      36/16 PHC
2.      91/19 PA
WITH PA 92/19
3.      05/14 LTA 

NOTICE RETURNABLE
1.      07/16 PHC

A B C D E 
FOR 

ARGUMENT
1.      92/15 PHC

2.      176/15 PHC
CIVIL APPEAL

WESTERN PROVINCE
(COLOMBO)

LIST OF CASES
FOR TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 9

A.A.C.J. RAJARATHNA 
(H.C.J.)

R.P. HETTIARACHCHI 
(H.C.J.)

(AT 10.00 A.M.)
TO BE 

MENTIONED
175/16 (F)

HCCA/Colombo
LA 45/18

HCCA/Colombo
LA 164/17

HCCA/Colombo
LA 85/16

HCCA/Colombo
LA 06/18

HCCA/Colombo
LA 110/20

HCCA/Colombo
71/17 (F)

HCCA/Colombo
272/15 (F)

HCCA/Colombo
06/18 (F)

HCCA/Colombo
47/16 (F)

HCCA/Colombo
LA 147/17

HCCA/Colombo
LA 114/19

HCCA/Colombo
LA 135/19

HCCA/Colombo

FOR 
ARGUMENT

217/15 (F)
HCCA/Colombo

15/18 (F)
HCCA/Colombo

04/20 RA
HCCA/Colombo

178/16 (F)
HCCA/Colombo

65/13 (F)
HCCA/Colombo

SILVA - SUSIL LEONARD (Ex - 
Hayleys). Dearly beloved husband of 
Zuhaida,  everloving father of Thashni 
(LSEG Technology),  loving father-in-law 
of Eymard Tavarayan (Eurika Technology 
Partners),  daring seeya of Eyvan,  brother 
and brother-in-law of late Ranjith and 
Chitrani,  Mike & Premani,  Joseph & 
Ramani,  Jacintha & Rohith,  Bernard & 
Dagma,  expired. Cortege leaves residence 
on Tuesday 9th Feb. 43A,  Diyakadahena 
Road,  off Jaya Road,  Udahamulla at 3.45 
p.m. for Burial at Kohuwela Cemetery. Note 
: Covid 19 Health Regulations /  Precations 
to be observed. 010168

VATHANI SENATHIRAJAH (Former 
Teacher,  Chundukuli Girls’ School,  Jaffna,  
Ladies’ College Colombo),  daughter of late 
Poornam and Ganamuthu Arulanandam,  
beloved husband of Jeyakumar Senathirajah,  
mother of Adrian,  Rukshan,  Krishan,  sister 
of Arulkumar,  late Ravi Kumar,  sister-in-
law of Ajanthini,  Geraldine,  Ravindra,  
Jeevaraj,  Nimalan,  Jothi,  Clement,  Shashi,  
Nimali and Inthika. Her remains will be 
layed at Jayaratne Parlour from 9th 
February from 09.30 a.m. - 07.00 p.m. Burial 
will be at Kanatte on 10th February at 03.30 
p.m. Contact Jeyakumar - 0770657676,  
Adrian (Qutar) - +97450295417,  Rukshan 
- 0763787313. 010135

The Death is announced of 
Gemunu Dasa Kariyawasam 
(retired Sri Lanka Navy Offi cer 
and Lake House). Husband of 
Bernerdette (Bernie), father of 
Samitha Director M/s Antara 
Interior Solutions (Pvt) Ltd. 
Father-in-law of Sonali Mack 
(Ex-HSBC), grandfather of 
Shevan (St. Peter’s College) 
Shanuki & Shanaya (St. Bridget’s 
Convent). Cortege leaves 
residence No. 32/1, 08th Lane 
Sarvodaya Mawatha, Kesbewa 
at 3.40 p.m. on the 09th of Feb 
(Tuesday) to St. Lazarus Church 
(Wewala Church) Piliyandala. 
(Samitha 0773363662 / Sonali 
0768247954).
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INDIA: At least 140 people are missing and 
nine were killed in India after a portion of a 
glacier broke in the Himalayas on Sunday, 
sending powerful floods into nearby hydroelec-
tric plants.   

Part of the Nanda Devi glacier snapped off 

Sunday morning, dispensing a deluge of 
trapped water down into other bodies of water 
in the northern state of Uttarakhand, The 
Associated Press reported.   

Rescue crews, including more than 2,000 
military members, paramilitary members and 

police, were deployed to attempt to save those 
trapped by the disaster that experts attributed 
to climate change and warming temperatures.   

Vivek Pandey, a spokesperson for the para-
military Indo Tibetan Border Police, said the 
surge of water and debris wiped out the hydro-
electric plant on the Alaknanda River and 
damaged a plant that was being built on the 
Dhauliganga River, according to the AP.   

He said at least 42 workers were stuck in 
tunnels at the Dhauliganga plant, with 12 of 
those being rescued.   

"The rescuers used ropes and shovels to 
reach the mouth of the tunnel. They dug 
through the debris and entered the tunnel. 
They are yet to come in touch with the strand-
ed people," Chief Minister Trivendra Singh 
Rawat, Uttarakhand's head elected official, 
said, according to the AP.   

The flood led to the evacuations of several 
villages along both rivers, and Ravi Bejaria, a 
government spokesman, said it had damaged 
homes without releasing information on 
whether residents were injured, missing or 
killed.   

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Twitter that he is "constantly monitoring 
the unfortunate situation."   

"India stands with Uttarakhand and the 
nation prays for everyone's safety there," he 
posted.

- ASSOCIATED PRESS   

DR CONGO: The Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DR CONGO) on Sunday announced 
a "resurgence" of Ebola in its troubled east 
after a woman died of the disease, just three 
months after authorities declared the end of 
the country's latest outbreak.   

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
said it had dispatched a team of epidemiolo-
gists to the scene of the latest death to inves-
tigate.   

"We have another episode of the Ebola 
virus" in the Biena health zone of North Kivu 
province, Health Minister Eteni Longondo 
told state television RTNC.   

"It was a farmer, the wife of a survivor of 
Ebola, who showed typical signs of the dis-
ease on February 1," he added.   

She died on February 3, after which a sam-
ple of her blood tested positive for Ebola, the 
health ministry said.   

DR Congo had on November 18 declared 
that epidemic, which lasted nearly six 
months in the northwestern province of 
Equateur, to be over. It was the country's 
eleventh Ebola outbreak, claiming 55 lives 
out of 130 cases.   

The last person declared recovered from 
Ebola in Equateur was on October 16.   

The widespread use of vaccinations, which 
were administered to more than 40,000 peo-
ple, helped curb the disease.   

The return of the virus in the country's 
northeast -- a region plagued by violence 
between armed groups -- comes as the vast 
African country is also fighting its own 
COVID-19 outbreak, with 681 deaths to date.   

A previous Ebola outbreak in the DRC's 
east, which ran from August 1, 2018 to June 
25, 2020, was the country's worst ever, with 
2,277 deaths.- AFP   
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Map showing Ebola cases and deaths in DR Congo and neighbouring Uganda.- AFP

DR Congo announces 
‘resurgence’ of Ebola

AFGHANISTAN: 
Afghanistan received half 
a million doses of Astra-
Zeneca's COVID-19 vac-
cine from India Sunday, 
the first consignment to 
arrive in the country that 
was hit hard by the virus 
last year.   

Kabul plans to ultimate-
ly cover 60 percent of the 
population and was work-
ing with international 
agencies like the World 
Bank, Asian Development 
and the European Union 
to procure more jabs.   

In August last year a 
Health Ministry survey 
revealed that 10 million 
people -- nearly a third of 
the country's population -- 
had been infected with the 
coronavirus.   

The country of 32 mil-
lion people has limited 
testing capacity, but 
recent months have seen a 
decline in new infections, 
with officials registering 
about 55,300 confirmed 

cases so far and about 
2,400 deaths.   

Meanwhile, China deliv-
ered 600,000 doses of its 
Sinopharm coronavirus 
vaccine to Cambodia on 
Sunday, making the king-
dom the latest country to 
use Chinese jabs despite 
concerns about their effi-
cacy compared to Western 
alternatives.   

Cambodian leader Hun 
Sen announced last month 

that China would donate 
one million doses of its 
coronavirus vaccine to the 
kingdom -- which will 
cover 500,000 people 
because two doses are 
required. Cambodia plans 
to vaccinate at least 10 
million of its 16 million 
population with shots 
from both China's Sinop-
harm and Sinovac as well 
as the British-Swedish 
AstraZeneca. - AFP   

India provides afghanistan 500,000 COVId-19 
vaccines, China delivers 600,000 doses to Cambodia

Health workers unload the first shipment boxes of COVID-
19 coronavirus vaccine donated by the Indian Govern-
ment, at the Kabul airport in Afghanistan on Sunday.- AFP

Workers transport a shipment of China's Sinopharm COVID-19 coronavirus vaccine which 
arrived at the Phnom Penh International Airport in Cambodia on Sunday. - AFP

Members of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) during a rescue operation after a broken glacier 
caused a major river surge that swept away bridges and roads, at Reni village in Chamoli district of 
Uttarakhand. - AFP

Former US Secretary of State George Shultz with former US President Ronald Reagan

US: George Shultz, Ronald Reagan's 
genial Secretary of State who identified a 
diplomatic opening that helped end the 
Cold War but contributed to a new brand 
of conflict by advocating preemptive 
strikes, has died. He was 100.   

An economics professor who saw him-
self more as a data-driven expert than an 
ideologue, Shultz had the rare distinction 
of serving in four different Cabinet posi-
tions -- including Treasury Secretary as 
Richard Nixon dismantled the post-World 
War II Bretton Woods monetary system.   

President Joe Biden said "few people 
did as much to shape the trajectory of 
American diplomacy and American influ-
ence in the 20th century" as Shultz.   

"I regret that, as President, I will not be 
able to benefit from his wisdom, as have 
so many of my predecessors," Biden said 
in a statement.   

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
described Shultz as a "legend" and a 
"visionary."   

In the Reagan White House, notorious 
for infighting, Shultz was one of the least 
controversial figures, cultivating cordial 
ties with Congress and the press and -- 
most crucially -- rock-solid backing from 
the President himself, who kept Shultz as 
his top diplomat for six and a half years.   

In early 1983, half a year into his tenure, 
Shultz returned from China to a snowed-
under Washington and was invited by 
Nancy Reagan to a casual dinner at the 
White House, where he was intrigued to 
hear the famously anti-Communist presi-
dent sound eager to meet the Soviets.   

"He had never had a lengthy session 
with an important leader from a Commu-
nist country, and I could sense he would 
relish such an opportunity," Shultz wrote 
in his memoir, "Turmoil and Triumph."   

Days afterward, Shultz brought the 
Soviet ambassador to the White House in 
an unmarked car for a secret meeting with 
Reagan, who pressed for Moscow to allow 

the emigration of Pentecostal Christians 
who had sought refuge in the US embassy.   

The Soviets quietly followed through. 
Reagan's unlikely role as a negotiator with 
the superpower he termed an "evil 
empire" had begun.   

In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev ascended to 
the helm of the Communist Party, and 
Shultz -- joining then-vice president 
George H.W. Bush -- flew to Moscow and 
met him at the funeral of his predecessor, 
Konstantin Chernenko.   

Shultz immediately detected opportuni-
ties with Gorbachev.   

"Gorbachev is totally different from any 
Soviet leader I've met," Shultz told report-
ers.   

A former Marine who fought the Japa-
nese in World War II, he recalled the trust 
he built with the Soviets as Treasury sec-
retary when he offered a sincere salute at 
a memorial to their war dead.   

Shultz's approach with Gorbachev 
encountered deep skepticism from 
Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger and 
CIA chief Bill Casey, but Reagan overruled 
them.   

By 1987, Reagan and Gorbachev signed 
the landmark Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty. The Soviet Union soon 
began disintegrating after Gorbachev initi-
ated liberal reforms and dissent grew.   

Shultz later played down Gorbachev's 
role, pointing to underlying weaknesses in 
the Soviet system and crediting the US 
leader's massive boost in defense spend-
ing.   

He also hailed European allies, especial-
ly West Germany, that defied public pro-
tests against NATO missile deployments 
in the 1980s.   

While Secretary of State, Shultz's poli-
cies in the Middle East were more moder-
ate. He repeatedly clashed with ally Israel, 
especially over Lebanon, and opened con-
tacts with the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation.  - AFP   

"Legendary" us secretary of 
state George shultz dead

dozens missing after glacier breaks in Himalayas

UK: Blink and you could easily 
miss it. Wedged between a doctor’s 
surgery and a hairdressing salon, 
London’s thinnest house is only 
identified by a streak of dark blue 
paint.   

But the five-floor house in Shep-
herd’s Bush -- which is just 5ft 6ins 
(1.6 metres) at its narrowest point 
-- is currently on the market for 
£950,000 ($1.3 million, 1.1 million 
euros).   

The unusual property, originally 
a Victorian hat shop with storage 
for merchandise and living quar-
ters on its upper floors, was built 
sometime in the late 19th or early 
20th century.   

In a nod to its past, the house 
still has an old-fashioned glass 
shopfront with a lamp in the shape 
of a bowler hat.   

David Myers, an assistant sales 
manager at Winkworth estate 
agents which is selling the proper-
ty, said the house was worth its 
price tag because it’s “a unique 
part of London history”.   

“It’s a bit of London magic,” he 
told AFP. The dimensions of the 
house differ throughout.   

While the kitchen at the end of 
the lower ground floor is the 
house’s narrowest spot, it opens up 
into a dining area that’s nearly 
double the size. A 16 foot-wide 
garden lies beyond behind French 
windows.   

The ground floor, which now 
contains a reception where the old 
shop would have been, and the 
first floor are of similar sizes.   

The first floor -- where a bed-
room and study can be found -- 
also has a roof terrace with com-
manding views over the roofs and 
chimney pots of west London.   

Spiral stairs lead from the sec-
ond floor -- the location of a bath-
room and shower room -- up to the 
master bedroom on the third. The 
price of the house is prohibitive for 
most in Britain, where the average 
house price is £256,000, but typi-
cal of London’s property market.

- AFP   

London’s thinnest house for sale

People walk past the front of what is dubbed London’s thinnest house 
(painted blue). The unusual property was built sometime in the late 19th or 
early 20th century. - AFP

PALESTINIAN TERRITO-
RIES: The Palestinian Authori-
ty announced Sunday it would 
begin using its own postal 
codes, a move at easing the 
delivery of parcels in the occu-
pied territories as well as 
asserting sovereignty.   

International mail sent to or 
from the occupied West Bank 
currently has to pass through 
Jordan or Israel.   

But the PA said Sunday it had 
asked the Universal Postal 
Union to notify its member 
states that Palestinian postal 
codes were coming into force.   

“From April, postal items that 
do not bear a Palestinian postal 
code will not be processed,” 
Palestinian Minister of Commu-
nications Ishaq Sidr told report-
ers in Ramallah, the West Bank 
headquarters of the Palestinian 
Authority.   

“It is a question of asserting 
Palestinian rights,” he said.   

Palestinian postal codes 
would also help put an end to 

the seizure of shipments from 
abroad, Sidr said.   

He said six tonnes of packag-
es had been held up in Jordan 
since 2018, and accused Israel 
of obstructing deliveries.   

Using postcodes “will prevent 
Israel from seizing postal items 
that come to Palestine, and will 
help make the services more 
efficient,” Imad al-Tumayzi, 
head of international relations 
at the Palestinian Post, told 
AFP.   

“In 2020, we recorded more 
than 7,000 violations of postal 
equipment on the Israeli side, 
whether by opening packages, 
seizing them or summoning 
their owners for investigation,” 
he said.   

Palestinians have complained 
that they are forced to use cost-
ly private courier services to 
send or receive parcels.   

But it was not clear if the 
application of postal codes 
would cut mailing costs.   

- AFP   

Palestinians to use own postal codes

A postman at a post office in the city of Al-Bireh in the occupied West 
Bank.

DLROW
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UAE: The first Arab interplan-
etary mission is expected to 
reach Mars' orbit Tuesday in 
what is considered the most crit-
ical part of the journey to unravel 
the secrets of weather on the Red 
Planet.   

The unmanned probe -- named 
"Al-Amal", Arabic for "Hope" -- 
blasted off from Japan last year, 
marking the next step in the 
United Arab Emirates' ambitious 
space programme.   

Here are some facts and fig-
ures about the oil-rich nation's 
project, which draws inspira-
tion from the Middle East's 
golden age of cultural and 
scientific achievements.   

The UAE, made up of 
seven emirates includ-
ing Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, has 12 satel-
lites in orbit, with 
plans to launch sev-
eral more in coming 
years.   

In September 2019 
it sent the first Emirati 
into space, Hazza al-
Mansouri, who was part 
of a three-member crew. 
They blasted off from 
Kazakhstan, returning home 
after an eight-day mission in 
which he became the first Arab 

to visit the International Space 
Station.   But the UAE's ambi-
tions go much further, with a 
goal of building a human settle-
ment on Mars by 2117.   

In the meantime, it plans to 
create a white-domed "Science 
City" in the deserts outside 
Dubai to simulate Martian con-
ditions and develop the technol-

ogy needed to colonise the plan-
et. The UAE has plans to launch 
an unmanned rover to the moon 
by 2024 and is also eyeing future 
mining projects beyond Earth, as 
well as space tourism.   

It has signed a memorandum 
of understanding with Richard 
Branson's space tourism compa-
ny Virgin Galactic and announced 

the creation of a "space court" to 
settle commercial disputes relat-
ing to space industries.   

The "Hope" probe lifted off 
from Japan's Tanegashima Space 
Center on July 20 last year.   

The 1,350-kilogramme 
(2,970-pound) probe -- about 
the size of an SUV -- took seven 
months to travel the 493 million 

kilometres (307 million 
miles) to Mars.   

Officials say that the 
"most critical and com-
plex" manoeuvre will 
begin on Tuesday at 1530 
GMT, to slow the space-
craft enough to be cap-
tured by the gravity of the 
Red Planet.   

The probe will for the 
first time fire all six of its 
Delta-V thrusters, for a 
duration of 27 minutes, to 
slow its cruising speed of 
121,000 kilometres per 
hour to about 18,000 kph.   

The process will con-
sume half of the space-
craft's fuel, and it will take 
11 minutes for a signal on 
its progress to reach Earth. 
If successful, one loop 
around the planet will take 
40 hours. 

- AFP   

‘Hope’ probe approaches Mars

The Hope Probe is 
scheduled to reach the 
Martian Orbit today. 

VATICAN CITY : Pope 
Francis has broken with Cath-
olic tradition to appoint a 
woman as an undersecretary 
of the synod of bishops, the 
first to hold the post with vot-
ing rights in a body that stud-
ies major questions of doc-
trine.   

Frenchwoman Nathalie Bec-
quart is one of the two new 
undersecretaries named Satur-
day to the synod, where she 
has been a consultant since 
2019.   

The appointment signals 
the Pontiff's desire "for a 
greater participation of 
women in the process of dis-
cernment and decision-mak-
ing in the church", said Cardi-
nal Mario Grech, the secre-
tary-general of the synod.   

"During the previous syn-

ods, the number of women 
participating as experts and 
listeners has increased," he 
said.   

A special synod on the Ama-
zon in 2019 saw 35 female 
"auditors" invited to the 
assembly, but none could vote.   

The Argentinian-born pope 
has signalled his wish to 
reform the synod and have 
women and laypeople play a 
greater role in the church.   

He named Spaniard Luis 
Marin de San Martin as the 
other under undersecretary in 
the synod of bishops.   

Becquart, 52, a member of 
the France-based Xaviere Sis-
ters, has a master's degree in 
management from the prestig-
ious HEC business school in 
Paris and studied in Boston 
before joining the order.- AFP   

Pope appoints first 
woman to senior 

Synod post

Pope Francis in conversation with Xaviere Missionary Sister 
Nathalie Becquart who is the the first female to be appointed as 
an undersecretary of the Synod of Bishops in the Vatican.

MYANMAR: Tens of thousands 
of anti-coup protesters in Myan-
mar poured back on to the streets 
Sunday, as an internet blackout 
failed to stifle growing outrage at 
the military's ouster of elected 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.   

The fresh rally followed large 
protests on Saturday across the 
country condemning the coup that 
brought a 10-year experiment with 
democracy to a crashing halt.   

Backed by a din of car horns, 
tens of thousands of chanting pro-
testers in Yangon held up banners 
saying "Justice for Myanmar" and 
"We do not want military dictator-
ship", while others waved the sig-
nature red flags of Suu Kyi's 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party.   

In Yangon, many also flashed the three-
finger salute inspired by the "Hunger 
Games" films, which became a symbol of 
resistance during the pro-democracy pro-
tests in Thailand last year.   

Around 300 people gathered at the United 
Nations office in Bangkok Sunday to protest 
against the coup, prompting Thai authori-
ties to deploy riot police though there was 
no clash.   

On Sunday, live Facebook video feeds 
showed the Yangon protesters as they 
marched through the streets. It was not 
immediately clear how they bypassed the 
government block.   

The military had widened its efforts to 
quell organised dissent on Friday when it 
demanded new blocks on other social 
media services including Twitter.   

Monitoring group Netblocks said Sun-
day that Myanmar "remains in the midst 
of a nation-scale internet blackout", with 
connectivity at 14 percent of usual levels.   

Rumours that Suu Kyi had been 
released triggered brief but raucous 
street celebrations among her supporters 
on Saturday, before they were denied by 
her lawyer who said she remained in 
detention.   

An immensely popular figure despite a 
tarnished reputation in the West, Suu Kyi 
has not been seen in public since the coup, 
but a party spokesman said Friday she was 
"in good health".   

Two days after the coup, criminal charges 
were filed against her related to the illegal 
import of a set of walkie-talkies. 

- AFP   

Growing protests 
against Myanmar coup

Women sitting in the back of a car hold up the 
three finger salute during a demonstration 
against the military coup in Yangon on Sun-
day. - AFP

HUNGARY: When Hungarian 
journalist Gabi Horn was called in 
by police last October about her 
investigative news site's drone 
footage of a business tycoon's 
estate, at first she thought a cor-
ruption probe had been opened.   

"It turned out instead we had 
been reported for suspected 'ille-
gal acquisition of data'," said 
Horn, 53, who works for the 
Atlatszo.hu outlet.   

While that criminal case was 
eventually dropped by prosecu-
tors, it came as a new law was 
adopted that Horn is convinced is 
aimed at hindering such investi-
gations.   

The Government says the new 
regulation on aerial drones, in 
force since January 1, protects 
privacy and sets safety standards.   

But it also punishes the publica-
tion of drone footage of property 
without the owner's permission 
with up to one year in jail.   

"That makes it harder for jour-
nalists to investigate suspected 
misuse of public money and EU 

funds," Horn told AFP at 
Atlatszo's office in Budapest. 

According to Zoltan Helmeczi, 
manager of a shop in Budapest 
selling  drones from Chinese 
brand DJI, few of Hungary's esti-
mated 10,000 drone  users 
adhered to the previous looser 

rules. The law adds to press free-
dom and corruption concerns 
that have dogged Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban's government since 
it came to power in 2010.   

In 2019 the Reporters Without 
Borders watchdog described the 
degree of media control in Hun-

gary as "unprece-
dented in an EU 
country".   

C o r r u p t i o n 
monitor Trans-
parency Interna-
tional meanwhile 
relegated Hunga-
ry in its latest 

annual index to 
joint bottom place in the EU 
alongside Romania and Bulgaria.   

Budapest dismisses both 
organisations' reports, as they are 
part-funded by the liberal US bil-
lionaire George Soros, who the 
anti-immigration Orban has long 
accused of leading "pro-migra-
tion" forces.   

The EU recommended a lower 
weight threshold for drone regis-
tration of 250 grammes (about 
nine ounces), but Hungary set 
this at 120 grammes, and has 
brought in mandatory pilot train-
ing and registration of all drones 
with cameras regardless of 
weight. 

- AFP   

Hungarian journalists 
protest drone law

Budapest store manager Zoltan Helmeczi says drone technology should 
not be held back - AFP 

DLROW

US: US President Joe Biden 
launched a series of conversa-
tions with ordinary Americans 
by calling a woman who lost 
her job due to the pandemic, in 
an effort to showcase his direct 
contact with his fellow citizens.   

“The White House will 
launch a new effort for the 
President to regularly commu-
nicate directly with the Ameri-
can people,” White House 
spokeswoman Jen Psaki said.   

Due to COVID-19, the con-
versation was held via tele-
phone from the Oval Office in 
Washington to Michele, a 
mother from Roseville, Califor-
nia who lost her job at a start-
up company because of the eco-
nomic crisis sparked by the 
pandemic.   

She had written to Biden to 
tell him about her struggles and 
her search for a new job.   

“Like my dad used to say, a 
job is about a lot more than a 
paycheck. It's about your digni-
ty, it's about your respect, it's 
about your place in the com-
munity,” the 78-year-old presi-
dent told Michele, in a video of 
the call posted online by the 
White House.   

Biden also took the opportu-

nity to promote his $1.9 trillion 
stimulus package that his Dem-
ocratic party is preparing to 
adopt in Congress, despite the 
lack of Republican support, as 
well as the massive vaccination 
campaign he has promised.   

“We're so glad that we have 
you focusing on that," said 
Michele, whose last name was 
withheld, adding that her par-
ents had just made their 
appointment to get their 
COVID-19 vaccinations.   

With this new conversation 
series, Biden is seeking to show 
his empathy -- and to mark a 
break from his predecessor 
Donald Trump, who was 
accused by critics of not caring 
about the fate of millions of 
Americans affected by Ameri-
ca's health and economic cri-
ses.  Biden's phone calls are 
meant to be a modern-day itera-
tion, in the era of social media, 
of the radio fireside chats held 
by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in the 1930s as a way 
to invite himself into American 
homes.   

Trump only sporadically took 
up this tradition, in the form of 
pre-recorded videos published 
on Facebook. - AFP   

Biden hosts first of chats to talk 
‘directly’ with Americans

US President Joe Biden speaking via telephone from the Oval Office 
in Washington to Michele, a mother from Roseville, California who 
lost her job due to the pandemic. 
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Vaccination may well be the greatest success story 
in medical history. - Michael Specter

THOUGHT fOr THe day

   

Sri Lanka was one of the first countries in this 
region to begin the vaccination of frontline health 
workers and Security Forces personnel, using 

the Oxford/Astra Zeneca vaccines donated by India 
under its “Vaccine Maitri” programme. According to 
Government statistics, more than 161,000 health 
workers and Security Forces/Police personnel have 
been vaccinated up to February 7, which still leaves 
around 90,000 more personnel waiting to be vacci-
nated as we had received 500,000 doses from India 
and each person needs two doses for the vaccine to 
fully take effect.  

However, the biggest question on everyone’s mind is 
“when will the rest of the population be vaccinated?”. 
There is no argument whatsoever that our valiant 
healthcare and Security Forces personnel deserved to 
be vaccinated first, because they are in the frontlines 
of the battle against COVID-19 and could potentially 
be exposed to the deadly virus in the course of their 
duties. However, various opinions have been expressed 
with regard to the sequence to be followed next.   

Most observers are of the view that those above 60 who 
also suffer from Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 
should be next in line, followed by those in the general 
population above 60, then over 50s and so on. There 
is also a counter proposal to vaccinate the working 
population (25-55 years) first, as being done in some 
countries, because this is the demographic that can 
actually spread the disease, due to their mobility and 
increased social interactions. Right now, only three 
groups have been left out of the calculations – infants 
and toddlers, schoolchildren (5-19 years) and preg-
nant women, since none of the vaccines currently on 
the market is recommended for these groups.  

Sri Lanka, being a part of the World Health Organisa-
tion’s (WHO) COVAX initiative, will receive around 
eight million vaccine doses from the facility, which 
would be sufficient to inoculate around four million 
persons. Sri Lanka is also negotiating with Chinese 
and Russian authorities to get down their Sinopharm/
SinoVac and Sputnik V vaccines either on a free or 
paid-for basis. The State Pharmaceuticals Corporation 
(SPC) has been appointed as the official agent of the 
Gamaleya Institute of Russia, the manufacturer of the 
Sputnik V Vaccine, with a view to packaging or even 
producing the vaccine here. That would be a landmark 
development in pharma production in this county, in 
line with the Government’s vision of making at least 70 
per cent of the medicines locally. The number of doses 
pertaining to these negotiations is still not definitely 
known.   

That still leaves around 14 million Sri Lankans needing 
to be inoculated. The good news in this regard is that 
the authorities are planning to order vaccines suffi-
cient for vaccinating around nine million people ini-
tially. Dr. Sudarshini Fernandopulle, State Minister for 
Primary Health Services, Infectious Diseases and 
Covid-19 Prevention has said that people between the 
ages of 30 to 60 will be vaccinated against COVID-19 
from March 1, 2021. The State Minister said 4,000 
centres would be set up for this task and it is also 
planned to operate 2,000 centres out of it per day for 
vaccination.  

 This is a step in the right direction and a direct answer 
to critics in the Opposition and other forums who had 
pointed out that the Government had “no plan” to bring 
down vaccines other than those donated by COVAX 
and various other countries. Besides, it is always bet-
ter to wait a few months and consider all scenarios 
before settling on a vaccine candidate most suitable 
for our general population from cost, efficacy, storage, 
transport and logistics perspectives. For example, 
some of the RNA-based vaccines require storage and 
transport temperature of around -70 Celsius. Such 
ultra cold medical grade freezers are available only in 
a few hospitals in the country and using such vaccines 
here could be a logistical challenge. There is also the 
chance that the latest versions of the vaccines will be 
engineered to be more effective against new variants 
of the Coronavirus that have emerged in the UK, Bra-
zil and South Africa.  

Another lacuna in our COVID testing regimen is that 
there is almost no genomic sequencing to identify the 
prevalence of these new strains, which are more 
transmissible and reportedly more lethal. Right now, 
only the Sri Jayewardenepura University is apparently 
equipped with the facilities needed for such genomic 
sequencing of viruses. We not only need more Poly-
merase Chain Reaction (PCR) machines to speed up 
testing, but also more sequencing machines as well. 
We will be able to tailor appropriate health responses 
if we know more about the various variants in circula-
tion.   

However, even if 70 percent of the population is vacci-
nated (the threshold necessary to achieve herd immu-
nity), there will be no free pass to go back to the 
“Before Times”. This is because we do not know 
whether vaccinated individuals can still pass on the 
disease and the duration of the effectiveness of the 
vaccine(s). It could be three months, one year or two 
years. Some scientists say the COVID jab could be an 
annual affair, like the flu shot. As always, prevention is 
better than cure.

a shot 
in the arm - 2
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KaliNga SeNeViratNe  

B
oth coverage in the 
Asian press and state-
ments by neighbouring 
Asian governments 
reported in the media on 

the grabbing of exclusive power by the 
military in Myanmar, reflects the tradi-
tional Asian adage that democracy 
should go hand in hand with economic 
and political stability. Thus, sanctions 
and external funding of protest groups 
(usually urban elites and the young) 
are discouraged.  

Myanmar is a member of the Asso-
ciation of South East Nations (ASEAN) 
regional grouping, which was instru-
mental in guiding Myanmar to transit 
from military rule to civilian rule a 
decade ago. The ASEAN secretariat 
issuing a statement through its current 
chair Brunei reiterated that “domestic 
political stability is essential to a peace-
ful, stable and prosperous ASEAN 
Community”.  

Sharon Seah, coordinator at the 
ASEAN Studies Centre at the National 
University of Singapore noted that the 
ASEAN statement this week is a slight 
deviation from the one that ASEAN 
made after the 2014 coup d’etat in 
Thailand. “What is new in this itera-
tion is the fact that the grouping recog-
nises that collective goals can be 
undermined by a member state’s politi-
cal ructions,” she noted.  

Seah, in a commentary published by 
Singapore’s TODAYOnline news por-
tal, points out that the current ASEAN 
statement “sounds familiar except that 
this time, ASEAN is far further along 
the process of regional integration and 
community-building, since the ASEAN 
Community blueprint was launched in 
2015”. Further, she says, “Pax Ameri-
cana, as Southeast Asia knows it, is 
over and the global world order has 
changed irrevocably”, thus external 
pressure (from outside the region) is 
not the way to go.  

Interestingly, China’s media – both 
Xinhua news agency and Global Times 
– have described the latest coup in 
Myanmar as a “reshuffle of Cabinet”. 
Their logic may have some substance. 
“Myanmar military announced a major 
cabinet reshuffle hours after a state of 
emergency was declared on Monday,” 
February 1, reported Xinhua from Yan-
gon.  

It referred to a military statement 
that “new union ministers were 
appointed for 11 ministries, while 24 
deputy ministers were removed from 
their posts”. It added that Union Chief 
Justice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the Union, Chief Justices and 
Judges of Regional or State High 
Courts are allowed to remain in office 
as well as members of Anti-Corruption 
Commission, chairman, vice-chairman 
and members of the Myanmar National 
Human Rights Commission.  

The military used sections of the 
2008 constitution, to which Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democ-
racy (NLD) had agreed when they took 
part in the 2015 elections and won on 
a landslide. This constitution allows 
the military to take over the govern-
ment in the event of an emergency that 
threatens Myanmar’s sovereignty lead-
ing to “disintegrating the Union (or) 
national solidarity”. It is debatable if 
such a situation exists and this could 
be the subject of argument in coming 
months.  

Nine years ago
Luv Puri, a member of UN Secre-

tary-General’s good offices on Myan-
mar writing in Japan Times (as a pri-
vate citizen) this week noted that 
nearly nine years ago, Aung San Suu 
Kyi reluctantly decided to participate 

in a by-election to the parliament and 
after being elected she was resolute in 
her cautiousness as the western lead-
ers sought her advice on how to 
approach the then President Thein 
Sein’s government.  

“She had earlier termed the whole 
process an instance of sham democra-
cy,” recalls Puri, adding, “on February 
1, 2021, she proved to be right as the 
military or Tatmadaw, as it is locally 
known, staged a coup in the wee 
hours”.  

Puri noted that the military’s grouse 
is that at least 8.6 million irregularities 
were found in voter lists and the ruling 
NLD government and its appointed 
election commission failed to review 
the 2020 elections results, with the lat-
ter saying that there was no evidence 
to support the military’s claims. The 
ruling NLD party won 396 out of 476 
seats in the November 8 election, 
allowing the party to govern for anoth-
er five years.  

“The contesting positions are symp-
toms of a deeper institutional malaise. 
Constitutionally, three important min-
istries relating to national security, 
namely defence, home and border, are 
held by the military. The military nom-
inates 30 per cent of the members of 
parliament,” notes Puri. “In an envi-
ronment in which the military is fight-
ing an existential battle for political 
survival, after ruling the country 
directly or indirectly since the forma-
tion of the republic, a military coup 
was an imminent possibility.”  

China and India, with Myanmar, 
sandwiched between them have react-
ed cautiously to the latest develop-

ments. Myanmar is essential for the 
success of China’s BRI (Belt and Road 
Initiative) while for Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s “Look East” 
project Myanmar is an important 
lynchpin. India has a 1468 km long 
border with Myanmar that runs along 
3 north-east Indian states – Nagaland, 
Manipur and Mizoram – all of which 
face ethnic and religious tensions.  

China has taken issue with western 
media reports that it supported the 
military takeover in Myanmar. Global 
Times reported that China’s foreign 
ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin has 
refuted such claims at a media briefing. 
“Such allegations are not factual,” he 
said in Beijing. He has also added that 
China was puzzled by a leaked docu-
ment from the UN Security Council 
that China is supposed to have vetoed.  

“Any action taken by the Security 
Council should contribute to Myan-
mar’s political and social stability, help 
Myanmar realize peace and reconcilia-
tion, and avoid intensifying contradic-
tions,” he told the media.  

“For India, which had cultivated a 
careful balance, between nudging 
along the democratic process by sup-
porting Ms. Suu Kyi, and working with 
the military to ensure its strategic 
interests to the North East and deny 
China a monopoly on Myanmar’s infra-
structure and resources, the develop-
ments are unwelcome,” noted India’s 
The Hindu in an editorial. “The gov-
ernment will need to craft its response 
taking into consideration the new geo-
political realities of the U.S. and China 
as well as its own standing as a South 
Asian power.”  

“Share of                           
uncertainties”  

The Indian Express also expressed 
similar sentiments in an editorial not-
ing that new developments “will cre-
ate its share of uncertainties” for 
India. “It must continue its engage-
ment with Myanmar and leverage its 
influence with the Army to persuade 
it to step back,” added the Express.  

While Myanmar’s expat popula-
tions in places like Bangkok, Tokyo 
and Sydney have demonstrated call-
ing for international intervention, 
within Myanmar people have taken a 
different strategy to confront the mili-
tary takeover. Myanmar Times (MT), 
that is locally owned and published 
from Yangon, carried a number of 
reports on how this is shaping up. 
They reported about various aspects 
of civil disobedience campaigns initi-
ated by trade unions, leading artistes 
and the medical profession.  

MT reported that a movement, 
which urged Myanmar citizens to not 
buy and use products affiliated with 
the Tatmadaw has gone viral since 
February 3. The military has been 
linked to a large number of businesses 
in various sectors. They have been 
associated with food and beverage 
products, cigarettes, the entertain-
ment industry, internet service pro-
viders, banks, financial enterprises, 
hospitals, oil companies, and whole-
sale markets and retail businesses, 
among others, the newspaper pointed 
out.  

MT also reported that “Myanmar 
celebrities, who usually make head-
lines for their latest albums, haircuts 
and fashion choices, have used their 
social media profiles for an entirely 
different purpose this week”. Since 
the military seized power on February 
1, “Myanmar’s singers, actors and art-
ists changed their topic of interest 
from cosmetics to disobedience to the 
rule of the junta” noted MT. Among 
the celebrities are Paing Takhon who 
started his modelling career in 2014 
and has amassed over 1 million fol-
lowers on Facebook and filmmaker 
Daung with 1.8 million.  

Meanwhile, the Confederation of 
Trade Unions Myanmar (CTUM) and 
Myanmar Industry Craft and Service-
Trade Unions Federation (MICS) 
announced that they had resigned and 
are no longer part of government, 
employers and workers’ groups. The 
‘Civil Disobedience Campaign’ that 
was launched on February 2 is also 
joined by health-care workers in 40 
townships including doctors and 
nurses from 80 hospitals.  

Meanwhile, Seah argues that this 
month’s events are a big setback for 
ASEAN community building and to 
help in any democratic retransforma-
tion, an ASEAN-led commission to 
investigate the military junta’s allega-
tions of electoral fraud could be set 
up, headed by a mutually respected 
senior ASEAN personality trusted by 
all sides. “For the commission’s find-
ings to be accepted at the interna-
tional level, support must come from 
ASEAN’s external stakeholders,” she 
argues.  

“The selection of the commission 
members must be transparent from 
the get-go and may require consulta-
tions with key stakeholders both 
inside and outside Myanmar (while) 
ASEAN should secure the agreement 
of the military junta to dial down to a 
state of limited emergency, refrain 
from the use of force against civilians 
and allow the functioning of govern-
ment with specified conditions 
between the NLD and the military”.   

(IDN-InDepthNews)  

Myanmar: ‘domestic 
political stability, essential’ 

aung San Suu Kyi

tens of thousands of people take part in the largest protest in Myanmar after the recent military coup.

China and India, with Myanmar, 
sandwiched between them have reacted 

cautiously to the latest developments. 
Myanmar is essential for the success of 

China’s BRI (Belt and Road Initiative) while 
for Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

“Look East” project Myanmar is an important 
lynchpin. India has a 1468 km long border 
with Myanmar that runs along 3 north-east 

Indian states – Nagaland, Manipur and 
Mizoram – all of which 

face ethnic and religious tensions.   
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Paul Kagame
President of Rwanda  

The current situation with regard to 
the access and distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccines vividly illus-
trates the decades-old contradic-

tions of the world order.  
Rich and powerful nations have rushed to 

lock up supply of multiple vaccine candi-
dates. Worse, some are hoarding vaccines – 
purchasing many times more doses than 
they need. This leaves African and other 
developing countries either far behind in 
the vaccine queue, or not in it at all.  

There are worrying signs of vaccine 
nationalism in Europe and North America. 
The pressures on political leaders to vacci-
nate all their citizens before sharing sup-
plies with others is understandable. But 
forcing smaller or poorer countries to wait 
until everyone in the north has been catered 
for is shortsighted.  

Delaying access to vaccines for citizens of 
developing countries is ultimately many 
times more costly. The pandemic will rage 
on, crippling the global economy. New muta-
tions may continue to emerge at a more 
rapid pace. The world risks reversing dec-
ades of human development gains and 
eclipsing the 2030 sustainable development 
goals.  

In this context, the billions of dollars it 
would cost to distribute vaccines across the 

developing world is not particularly high, 
given the return on the investment. Doing 
so would unlock global commerce, which 
would benefit all trading nations during the 
long road to economic recovery that lies 
ahead of us. We need global value chains to 
be fully operational again and to include 
everyone.  

Last year, the world came together to 
provide additional fiscal space for develop-
ing countries through the debt service sus-
pension initiative at the G20. This helped 
governments in Africa pay for their COVID 
responses and provide additional social pro-
tection, thereby preventing the worst out-
comes. We shouldn’t lose that spirit now and 
give in to an unfortunate erosion of global 
solidarity.  

The Covax facility, led by the World 
Health Organisation, was supposed to 
ensure doses for 20% of Africa’s people – 
right from the start and at the same time as 
richer countries. However, nearly two 
months after the first vaccines have been 
administered, it is still not clear when Afri-
can nations will be able to start immunising 
people, though the first doses may begin 
reaching the continent later this month.  

unfair prices  

What can be done in practical terms? The 
rich world can help developing countries 

get the same fair prices that they have 
already negotiated for themselves. One 
pharmaceutical firm is reportedly planning 
to charge $37 per dose for “small orders”. 
Recently, one African country reported 
being asked to pay more than double the 
price that the European Union had negoti-
ated for the same product.  

During natural disasters, price gouging 
for essential supplies is illegal. It should not 
be tolerated for vaccines during a pandemic 
either. If prices are fair, and Africa is 
allowed to place orders, many countries on 
the continent would be willing and able to 
pay for themselves. But, given the current 
market structure, they will need active sup-
port from more powerful countries to do 
so.  The African Union and Afreximbank 
have set up the Africa Medical Supplies 
Platform to help countries secure financing 
by providing advance commitment guaran-
tees of up to $2bn to manufacturers. The 
platform has negotiated an initial order of 
270m doses, but this is still very far from 
the 60% coverage Africa needs to achieve 
some measure of herd immunity, and there 
is no telling when those supplies will be 
available.  

Developing countries  

Vaccine candidates from China and 
Russia are also coming online and may 
provide an alternative for some develop-
ing countries. However, the reality is 
that most countries will only be able to 
procure vaccines that have been 
approved by the World Health Organisa-
tion. The WHO should speed up emer-
gency use approvals for COVID-19 vac-
cines in line with action taken by major 
national regulators in Europe and North 
America.  

Africa is not sitting back and waiting 
for charity. We have learned our lessons 
from the past. All we ask for is transpar-
ency and fairness in vaccine access, not 
the protectionism currently in play.  

Ensuring equitable access to vaccines 
globally during a pandemic is not only a 
moral issue, but an economic imperative 
to protect the well-being of people eve-
rywhere. But when will Africa get the 
protection it needs? If all lives are equal, 
why isn’t access to vaccines?  

- The Guardian

an appeal for fairness – instead of protectionism currently in play

Nursing staff administer COVID-19 vaccines 
to frontline health workers in Colombo.

Dr. TharaNga WeerasOOrIya  

Last week, we discussed some of the 
features such as redundancy and 
structure dependency that charac-
terize language. In today’s article, 

we will talk about some more features of 
language such as productivity semanticity 
and reflexivity. This will serve to broaden 
our knowledge and understanding of the 
nature and character of language.   

PrODuCTIVITy  

Language is a productive system in two 
perspectives. First, we can produce an infi-
nite number of sentences and infinitely long 
sentences in a language. Second, we can 
create new words and sentences in a lan-
guage which adds to the productivity in that 
language. We will discuss each of these in 
detail as in the following.   

As we know, we have a limited number of 
words and grammar rules in a language to 
produce sentences. For instance, the Eng-
lish language has about half a million words. 
However, as we also know the number of 
sentences that one can produce in the Eng-
lish language is unlimited or infinite. Think 
about the number of sentences that you have 
spoken so far since your childhood and the 
number of sentences you will speak into 
your adulthood.   

Think about the number of sentences that 
the speakers of the English language have 
spoken so far and will speak into the future. 
That is limitless. So, what is wonderful 
about language is that by means of a finite 
number of words and grammar rules, lan-
guage serves to produce an infinite number 
of sentences. This productive 
capacity totally relies on the fact 
that language is a structure 
dependant phenomenon as we dis-

cussed in the last week’s article. That is, a 
finite number of sentence structures such as 
SVO (Subject Verb Object), etc. and PNp 
(Preposition Noun phrase), etc. are utilised 
to produce an unlimited number of sen-
tences in a language. For instance, the SVO 
structure in English can be exploited to 
produce any number of sentences as shown 
in the following.   

Mary ate a sandwich. (SVO)  
Saman met Maala. (SVO)  
Paul painted the house. (SVO)  
Nimal brushed his teeth. (SVO), etc.  
In the same way, the SOV structure in 

Sinhala is used to produce a limitless num-
ber of sentences as shown in the following.   

Siri ambe kaewa. “Siri ate mangoes.” 
(SOV)  

Gune wathura biwa. “Gune drank 
water.” (SOV)  

Malli liuma yaewwa. “Brother 

sent the letter.” 
(SOV)  

Miniha sindu-
wak kiwa. “The 
man sang a song.” 
(SOV), etc.  

At the same 
time, the structure 
dependence also 
allows us to produce 
infinitely long sen-
tences. For example, a 
sentence formed with 
the SVO pattern can be 
combined with another sen-
tence as shown here to produce 
another sentence.   

Tom knows that Mary ate a sandwich.   
In the sentence above, the clause/sentence 

Mary ate a sandwich is combined with the 
clause/sentence Tom knows to produce the 
sentence Tom knows that Mary ate a sand-
wich. In turn, this sentence can be com-
bined with another clause/sentence to pro-
duce a new sentence as in the following.   

Saman thinks that Tom knows that Mary 
ate a sandwich.  

In turn, this sentence can be combined 
with another clause/sentence to produce a 
new sentence as in the following.  

Mala assumes that Saman thinks that 
Tom knows that Mary ate a sandwich.

And we can go on and on as there is no 
limit to the length of a sentence that we can 
produce.   

At the same time, language can be and is 
used creatively. This creative aspect of lan-
guage adds to productivity. Language has 
the capacity to produce new items (i.e., 
words/sentences) in creative ways. Lan-
guage allows us to create new words and add 

them to it. For instance, 
the words such as laptop, 
software, did not exist in 
the English language 40 
years ago and at least 10 words 
a day are said to be added to the 
English language. This is com-
mon to any language and some 
people even assume language 
to be a living thing that 
grows.   

Thus, language is a pro-
ductive system as we can 
produce infinitely long 
and an infinite 
number of sen-
tences and we 
can be creative 

in the produc-
tion of words 

and sentences.   

semaNTICITy  

Items produced in language at 
the word or sentence level are 
used to mean things. What this 
means is that language has 
semanticity. Words and sen-
tences processed in our minds 
are used to refer to ideas, feel-
ings, concepts, states, physical 
objects, events, etc. in the actual 
world which we refer to as 

the meaning of these 
words and 

sentenc-
es. For 

instance, the 
word tree in the 

English language or gasa in the Sin-
hala language refer to the physical object 
with the roots, trunk, branches, twigs, leaves 
etc, in the world. The word happiness in the 
English language or sathuta in the Sinhala 
language refer to the abstract feeling that we 
experience in the world. A sentence such as 
Saman ate an apple refers to an event in the 
world whether it is true or false. A sentence 
such as Saman loves Mala refers to a feeling 
experienced by two people in the world 
whether it is true or false. Thus, the thing 
that establishes a connection between a 
form (a combination of sounds/letters in the 
form of a word/sentence) and meaning (the 
things, ideas, feelings, events, etc. that the 
word/sentence refer to) is what we call lan-
guage. Thus, language makes sense of the 
phenomena in our minds and the world.   

reflexIVITy  

Language is also used to make sense of 
the language itself. For instance, I am mak-
ing use of the tool called language right now 
to talk about language itself. This character 

is known as reflexivity. The particular lan-
guage that one uses to talk about language/a 
language is known as metalanguage. For 
instance, I am using English as the metalan-
guage to talk about language in these arti-
cles. Thus, reflexivity is yet a significant 
feature of language.   

In today’s and the last two articles, we 
talked about some features that characterize 
language such as spontaneity, arbitrariness, 
displacement, redundancy, structure 
dependency, productivity, semanticity and 
reflexivity. I hope that this discussion served 
to have a better understanding of what lan-
guage is and does to form a sound founda-
tion for the ideas discussed in the articles to 
come. Now, it is right time for us to start 
talking about the ideas associated with the 
process of acquiring a language by us at a 
very young age as children. In our next arti-
cle, we will discuss this.  

Email: tharangasjpu@gmail.com  
(The writer is a Senior Lecturer, 
Department of English and Linguistics, 

University of Sri Jayewardenepura)  

Enhancing productivity 
in a languagE

Ensuring equitable 
access to 

vaccines globally 
during a 

pandemic is not 
only a moral issue, 
but an economic 

imperative to 
protect the 

well-being of 
people 

everywhere. But 
when will Africa 

get the protection 
it needs? If all lives 

are equal, why 
isn’t access to 

vaccines?    

The Covishield 
vaccine

What is 
wonderful about 

language is that by 
means of a finite number of 
words and grammar rules, 

language serves to produce an 
infinite number of sentences. 

this productive capacity totally 
relies on the fact that 

language is a structure 
dependant 

phenomenon.    
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US: US President Joe Biden says China is in for 
“extreme competition” from the U.S. under his admin-
istration, but that the new relationship he wants to 
forge need not be one of conflict.

In an interview broadcast Sunday, Mr Biden 
acknowledged that he has yet to speak with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping since his inauguration January 20, 
but noted that the two leaders had met many times 
when both men served their countries as vice presi-
dent.

“I know him pretty well,” Mr Biden said in an 
excerpt of the interview aired Sunday by CBS' “Face 
the Nation.” When they do speak, they will have “a 
whole lot to talk about,” Mr Biden said.

President Biden appears to be concentrating his ini-
tial telephone diplomacy on US allies. He so far has 
spoken with the leaders of Canada, Mexico, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan, South Korea, Aus-
tralia and the NATO secretary-general.

He also worked in a conversation with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Shortly after Biden succeeded President Donald 
Trump in the White House, a spokesperson for China's 
Foreign Ministry said that “after this very difficult and 
extraordinary time, both the Chinese and American 
people deserve a better future.” Beijing welcomed the 
Biden administration's decision to remain in the World 
Health Organisation and return to the Paris climate 
agreement.

The new administration, however, is unlikely to sig-
nificantly alter US policies on trade, Taiwan, human 
rights and the South China Sea that have angered Xi's 
increasingly assertive government.

Biden, in the interview taped Friday, said he has 
said to Xi “ all along, that we need not have a conflict.” 
But, Mr Biden added, there will be “extreme competi-
tion. And I'm not going to do it the way that he 
knows. And that's because he's sending signals as 
well.”

Biden said he will not pursue US-China relations in 
the way that Mr Trump did but will focus on “interna-
tional rules of the road.” - AFP

China should 
expect ‘extreme 
competition’ 
from U.S.- Biden

Chinese President Xi Jinping with then U.S. Vice President Joe Biden in this 2013 photo.  

Engelbert Humperdinck 
with his wife of more than 
50 years, Patricia, who 
has died of Covid-19.

Singer Engelbert Humperdinck 
is mourning his wife of 56 years, 
Patricia Healey, who died Thurs-
day at age 85 after contracting 
COVID-19. 

Humperdinck, 84, announced 
in a social media post shared Fri-
day that his family was "heart-
broken over the loss of my dar-
ling wife," who died the night 
before, "surrounded by our chil-
dren, Louise, Jason, Brad, with 
Scott on FaceTime."

"Her earthly limitations no 
longer hold her down as she is 
freely running the glorious gar-
dens of Heaven, reunited with so 
many loved ones," Humperdinck 
wrote. "We prayed as a family, 
blessed her with the water from 

Lourdes and off she went ... ush-
ered into the arms of Jesus with 
help from the generous heart 
filled prayers from all around the 
world."

Healey, a British-born actress, 
had been suffering from Alzhei-
mer’s disease for more than a 
decade, Humperdinck revealed 
in 2019. He shared Jan. 26 that 
he, Healey, their son Jason and 
two of their caregivers had test-
ed positive for the novel corona-
virus. 

"Her longtime caregivers lov-
ingly helped make her transition 
easier on us all," Humperdinck 
wrote, adding his wife's "battle 
with Alzheimer’s was brave from 
the very beginning. She never 

resisted as we tried to leave no 
stone unturned."

The couple married in 1964, 
three years before Humperdinck 
– born Arnold George Dorsey – 
first found international popular-
ity with his version of Release 
Me.

The B-side to that single, Ten 
Guitars, became a surprise hit in 
New Zealand and is now consid-
ered a national folk song.

Speaking to Stuff in 2019, 
Humperdinck said he loved play-
ing in New Zealand because Ten 
Guitars was “like the national 
anthem”. Humperdinck had a 
string of further hits throughout 
the 1960s, 70s and 80s.

- USA TODAY

Singer EngElbErt HumpErdinck's 
wife dieS of CoVid-19

US: Former US President Donald Trump's 
onslaught of falsehoods about the November elec-
tion misled millions of Americans, undermined 
faith in the electoral system, sparked a deadly riot - 
and has now left taxpayers with a large, and grow-
ing, bill.   

The total so far: $519 million.   
The costs have mounted daily as government 

agencies at all levels have been forced to devote 
public funds to respond to actions taken by Trump 
and his supporters, according to a Washington Post 
review of local, state and federal spending records, 
as well as interviews with government officials. The 
expenditures include legal fees prompted by dozens 
of fruitless lawsuits, enhanced security in response 
to death threats against poll workers, and costly 
repairs needed after the Jan. 6 insurrection at the 
U.S. Capitol. That attack triggered the expensive 
massing of thousands of National Guard troops on 
the streets of Washington amid fears of additional 
extremist violence.   

Although more than $480 million of the total is 
attributable to the military's estimated expenses for 
the troop deployment through mid-March, the 
financial impact of the president's refusal to con-
cede the election is probably much higher than 
what has been documented thus far, and the true 
costs may never be known.   "I think anytime you 
see an event like we saw on January 6, it changes 
your perspective going forward. You don't take 
things for granted like we used to," said Michael 
Rapich, Superintendent of the Utah Highway 
Patrol, which spent $227,000 on January 17 to 
deploy 300 troopers to the State Capitol after 
threats of an armed siege by Trump supporters 
ahead of the inauguration of President Biden. "It is 
an incredible amount of money to spend."   

The cost to the federal government continues to 
grow daily as thousands of National Guard troops 
patrol Washington and lawmakers consider supple-
mental spending to bolster their security.   

The 25,000 troops that were deployed in Wash-
ington traveled on military planes and stayed in 
local hotels - their presence aimed at restoring 
order in the nation's capital after an attempted 
insurrection that overwhelmed the Capitol Police 
and led to five deaths.   

It is not clear whether the House Democrats 
managing Trump's impeachment trial plan to bring 
up the financial costs borne by taxpayers as a result 
of what critics have called his "big lie." The trial 
begins Tuesday, and Democrats have focused main-
ly on Trump's speech to supporters shortly before 
the Capitol riot.   

Several states are working to calculate the taxpay-
er costs for additional security and related expenses 
in the aftermath of the November election and the 
January 6 protests.   

In California, state officials estimated that they 
spent about $19 million, deploying 1,000 National 
Guard troops and hundreds of state troopers from 
January 14 to January 21 to protect the State Capi-
tol and other locations.   

In Ohio, taxpayers spent $1.2 million to deploy 
National Guard troops to the closed Statehouse 
building in Columbus. The New Mexico legislature 
increased its appropriation for Capitol security dur-
ing the 60-day session by almost 40 percent this 
month, handing taxpayers a bill of $1.5 million for 
personnel, equipment and other expenses, officials 
said.   

Taxpayers paid to deploy helicopters to monitor 
potential demonstrations in Texas and North Caro-
lina, temporary fencing around the capitols in Lan-
sing, Michigan and Olympia, Washington, and extra 
security details for state lawmakers attending legis-
lative sessions. - NDTV   

trump's falsehoods 
about election cost 
taxpayers $519 mn

Former US President Donald Trump

INDONESIA: A surreal, 
blood-red river inundated the 
Indonesian village of Jenggot 
after floods hit a nearby batik 
factory on Saturday, causing a 
frenzy on social media.  

Thousands of users on Twit-
ter shared photos and videos 
of the village south of Pekalon-
gan city in Central Java being 
flooded by crimson-coloured 
water, which some social 
media users said reminded 
them of blood.  

"I am so afraid if this photo 

gets into the bad hands of hoax 
spreaders," said a Twitter user 
Ayah E Arek-Arek. "Fear mon-
gering narratives about signs 
that it is the end of the world, 
bloody rain etc".  

Pekalongan is a city known for 
manufacturing batik, a tradition-
al Indonesian method of using 
wax to resist water-based dyes to 
depict patterns and drawings, 
usually on fabric.  

It is not uncommon for rivers 
in Pekalongan to turn different 
colors. Bright green water cov-

ered another village north of the 
city during a flood last month.  

"Sometimes there are purple 
puddles on the road too," said 
Twitter user Area Julid, who 
claimed to be from the area.  

The head of Pekalongan disas-
ter relief, Dimas Arga Yudha, 
confirmed that the photos being 
circulated were real.  

"The red flood is due to the 
batik dye, which has been hit by 
the flood. It will disappear when 
it mixes with rain after a while," 
he said. - CNN  

batik dye causes blood-red flood in Indonesia

A girl walks through a flooded road in Pekalongan.

US: A meteorologist in the US Navy was pleas-
antly surprised to recover a wallet he had lost -- 53 
years ago in Antarctica.

Paul Grisham, 91, did not even remember losing 
the billfold when friendly strangers contacted him 
to return it via mail, The San Diego Union-Tribune 
reported this week.

The lucky discovery was made during the 2014 
demolition of the scientific base on Ross Island, 
where Grisham had been stationed as a weather 
forecaster from October 1967 to November 1968.

The sailor's wallet was hidden behind a locker 
and contained, among other things: his Navy identi-
ty card, his driver's license, a reference card for 
what to do in case of a biological or chemical weap-
ons attack... and a ration card for beer.

Grisham said he was "blown away" that so many 
people had gone to great lengths to reunite the wal-
let with its owner.

It took a long line of Good Samaritans to return 
the wallet to him. The head of a research group in 
Antarctica contacted one of his former employees, 
who previously had successfully reunited a Navy ID 
bracelet -- spotted for sale in a store -- with its right-
ful owner. Along with his daughter, they appealed 
to a foundation for veterans, who in turn contacted 
the Naval Weather Service Association, of which 
Grisham had been a member.

The wallet finally arrived last Saturday in good 
condition at Grisham's home in San Carlos, north-
ern California. - Agencies

us vet recovers 
lost wallet after 
53 years

Former Navy meteorologist Paul Grisham 
with the wallet he recovered after 53 
years. 

DLROW
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Neville Fernando Teaching Hospital

 SANDYA SALGADO

D
r. Neville Fernando, Maama, 
Aiya, Seeya or Uncle to 
diverse family members, left 
on his onward journey leaving 
his family in shock and grief, 

as Covid-19 took him completely unexpect-
edly. Even at 89, he was planning to make his 
next big dream come true. As the elder states-
man in our large family circle, he was adored 
by one and all due to his magnanimous and 
loving nature. His smile spoke a thousand 
words. He was the ‘go-to’ person for many 
members of the family for sound and genuine 
advice because he was a man who was able to 
be happy seeing the happiness of others. All 
these qualities and more simply make him a 
wonderful human being, beyond all else.

Neville Uncle and Swarna Aunty for me 
were an exemplary couple, who apparently 
had a roaring love affair before they tied the 
knot, juicy details of which we used to hear as 
kids from my mother and grandmother, who 
had supposedly supported their romance dis-
creetly. While there are many kudos and 
achievements credited to him, for me, he 
embodied the true essence of being a wonder-
ful family man. His life’s partner of 65 years, 
Swarna Aunty, will vouch for this while con-
stantly complaining that he was a ‘stubborn 
man’. I would call this trait ‘fearless and 
gutsy’ and loved this fighting spirit he embod-
ied in the face of injustice and adversity. 
Needless to say, he was a force to reckon with 
even as a husband, a father and a grandfather, 
because his zest for life I believe was incom-
prehensible to many. 

As a doctor who served the rich and poor 
alike in Panadura for many years, was sought 
after by his patients clearly for his well-known 
athgune (healing hands). I believe this is 
where he earned his loyal fan base to venture 
into politics.

Panadura was richer for the innumerable 
services he rendered as a Member of Parlia-
ment; a position he secured by obtaining a 
landslide victory against the formidable leftist 
politician, Leslie Gunawardene who repre-
sented Panadura in Parliament for decades. 
This was a landmark victory for the UNP in 
1977. As the MP, Dr. Fernando lost no time in 
using his political clout to provide to the peo-
ple of Panadura what we treasure to date. 

   Amongst many feats he achieved for us in 
Panadura, establishing the much sought after 
Kethumathi Maternity Hospital; the only one 
of its kind outside of Colombo, Sri Sumangala 
Balika Maha Vidyalaya’s expansion pro-
gramme by adding the Swarnagiriya mansion 
to its school complex, starting an industrial 
zone in Modarawila in Panadura, where thou-
sands of youth have found employment to 
date, starting Agamathi Girls’ School and 
Janadhipathi Boy’s School, as alternates to 
the Sri Sumangala Girls’ and Boys’ schools, 
self-funding the Sri Saugatha Vidyala Pirivena 
building at Rankoth Viharaya Temple are a 
few of the noteworthy contributions he pro-
vided his hometown, Panadura, as a repre-
sentative of the people of this coastal town.   

As a proud Old Boy of Sri Sumangala Col-
lege, he had the foresight to donate the first 
computer lab 25 years ago, and provide two 

acres of additional land to expand the school, 
which is spoken with gratitude by the stu-
dents of his alma mater even to date. He gave 
magnanimously and honourably, with no 
expectation in return.

Dr. Neville Fernando was one fearless and 
principled man who stood up to the inimita-
ble President Jayewardene, by opposing JR’s 
proposed motion to take away Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s civic rights as he never wanted to 
compromise on his basic human values for 
politics. Sadly though, this is a man our soci-
ety later crucified as a traitor and a business-
man who was a political schemer. None of 

which is true. I was amused to see his Face-
book account which I visited today, where he 
had shared all the brickbats thrown at him by 
the media and social media. He was blasé to 
all this as he knew that he did what he did 
with a clear conscience and a vision for the 
country, even though the misinterpretation of 
it all was politically and professionally moti-
vated. 

He was a maverick par excellence, an entre-
preneur extraordinaire and an astute busi-
nessman to boot, with a foresight that is not 
too common today. 

As one of the pioneers in the hospitality 
industry, he built Hotel Swanee (aptly com-
bining the two names Swarnamalee and 
Neville). Decades ago, he started JF&I, one 
of the most modern printing presses the 
country has. With Fernwood, he pioneered a 
porcelain export company and in later years 
purchased Asha Hospital, which he sold to 
build Asha Central; a better hospital with a 
convalescent care facility. He subsequently 
exchanged this dream for a bigger vision for 
the country by starting the SAITM Private 
University. When the Government went back 
on their word to provide a hospital for clini-
cals for SAITM Medical College, he built the 
Neville Fernando Teaching Hospital. Ironi-
cally, this ‘one-thousand-bed’ hospital in Mal-
abe which was taken over by the Government 
and now houses Corona patients, was his 
largest investment and was planned to be a 
gift to the country once he was no more. 
These were all passionate projects envisioned 
by him, which culminated with SAITM. This 
gave him both immense pride and a lot of 
pain. However, after he was socially and 

politically crushed due to SAITM, he started 
a small ‘bakery’ to keep himself occupied. I 
was amused when he shared this idea one day 
with me and chuckled like a child saying, “I 
will make it better than the Salgado Bakery.” 
That’s Neville Uncle for me. 

At 89, he was an avid Facebook warrior 
and used to keep abreast of what was going 
on in the Social Media space and would never 
miss an opportunity to share a post if he 
thought it would interest me. He was always 
interested in being in the know of others’ 
wellbeing.

Writing about this unique human being 
cannot be limited to a few words. His life is 
an epic story with mega dreams that unfolded 
over eight decades. I hope someday, some-
body will do justice to Dr. Neville Fernando, 
by writing his True Story, as he was mostly 
misunderstood and misinterpreted by those 
who had small minds and a tunnel vision for 
this country.

May your journey in Samsara be a short 
one, Neville Uncle. Until then, make heaven a 
better place for the others there with you, just 
like you did on this earth for a lot of us.

Dr. Neville Fernando 

A maverick with 
the Midas touch

When the Government went back 
on their word to provide a 

hospital for clinicals for SAITM 
Medical College, he built the 

Neville Fernando Teaching 
Hospital. Ironically, this ‘one-

thousand-bed’ hospital in Malabe 
which was taken over by the 
Government and now houses 

Corona patients, was his largest 
investment and was planned to 
be a gift to the country once he 

was no more. These were all 
passionate projects envisioned 
by him, which culminated with 

SAITM. This gave him both 
immense pride and a lot of pain. 
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UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
NOTICE TO STATE UNIVERSITY ENTRANTS 2019/2020

INITIATIVE ON FACILITATING THE STATE UNIVERSITY ENTRANTS 2019/2020 
TO PURCHASE LAPTOP COMPUTERS UNDER A SPECIAL LOAN SCHEME

The concept of traditional education has 
changed radically within the last couple of years. 
Being physically present in a classroom is not the 
only learning option available for the students 
who are now entering a new era — the revolution 
of online education.

The University Grants Commission recognized 
the need of the students and decided to facilitate 
the new entrants-2019/2020, to purchase a 
Laptop Computer in collaboration with People’s 

Bank.A Special Loan Scheme of Rupees One 
Hundred Thousand (Rs. 100,000/-) has been 
introduced for the students to purchase a Laptop 
Computer. As recommended by the expert 
committee of the university system, three options 
are available for the students to select Laptop 
Computers to suit their needs.

A recommended list of suppliers with their 
specifications and selling prices of the Laptop 
computers are published in the University Grants 

Commission’s website (https://www.ugc.ac.lk/). 
Laptops are available from the price range of 
Rs.80,500/- to 177,500/- based on different 
specifications. If the price of a Laptop selected by 
a student is higher than the loan facility, the 
student should pay the balance amount in cash or 
make any other arrangement with the vendor.  
Upon ordering by the students, recommended 
suppliers have consented to supply Laptop 
Computers within eight (08) weeks.

a) Eligibility – The studentswho have been selected based on z-score of G.C.E. A/L 2019 and registered for the Academic Year 2019/2020 of 
  the State Universities established under the University Grants Commission
b) Procedure–As per the instruction given in the University Grants Commission’s website – https://www.ugc.ac.lk/
c) Repayment plan – Six year repayment plan with Four year grace period for capital payment
d) Warranty – A Laptop Computer with four-yearwarranty
e) Microsoft Software -All students who purchase laptop computers from recommended suppliers can register for Microsoft M365 Service 
  which provides Microsoft Windows 10 Operating System and Office 365 Service free of charge provided by the 
  University Grants Commission   through MOU with Microsoft
 

For more details please visit University Grants Commission’s web site: https://www.ugc.ac.lk. This offer is subject to conditions. 

Chairman
University Grants Commission

No. 20, Ward Place
Colombo 07.

The summary of the proposed scheme is given below for the information of the prospective students.

TRADE MARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE
(In the Territory of the Maldives)
Notice is hereby given that our Clients 
SILHOUETTE International Schmied AG 
of Ellbognerstrasse 24 4020 Linz Austria 
are the Owners and Sole Proprietors of the 
following Trade Mark:-

 

The said Trade Mark is used in connection 
with “Optical apparatus for the eyes, 
particularly spectacles and sunglasses; 
spectacle cases; spectacles and sunglasses 
of metal and of synthetic material; 
spectacle frames, spectacle frames made 
of metal and of synthetic material” all in 
international class 09.

Our abovementioned clients have instructed 
us and wish to bring to the notice of the 
trade and the public that they attach singular 
importance to their above mentioned 
trademark and that legal action will be taken 
against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of their rights. 

Any enquiry relative thereto may be referred 
to the following

JULIUS & CREASY
Attorneys-at-Law & Notaries Public

No. 371, R. A. De Mel Mawatha,
Colombo 03,

Republic of Sri Lanka.
pts1@juliusandcreasy.lk

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENT 
CANCELLATION OF POWER 

OF ATTORNEY

Know all men by these present that Power of 
Attorney dated 17-01-2018 Under No. 105 attested 
by Attorney-at-Law S.H.G. Wickramarathne 
which had been granted to Sanjeewa Roshan 
Jayawardane of No. 34/10, Sarasavi Lane, Kasal 
Street, Borella, Colombo 08 by Bernad Chandrasiri 
Jayawardane was cancelled.

Sanjeewa Roshan Jayawardane,
No. 34/10, Sarasavi Lane,
Kasal Street, Borella, Colombo 08.

CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL POWER OF 
ATTORNEY NO. 649

WE, BASNAYAKE MUDIYANSELAGE PRIYANTHA 
JANAKA BANDARA (NIC No. 703412467V) and 
BASNAYAKE MUDIYANSELAGE NADEESHA 
AYOMI (NIC No. 806430820V) of No. 145/5, 
Sooriya Mawatha, Thalangama North, Koswatta, 
Battaramulla do hereby inform that the Power of 
Attorney No. 649, dated 07.02.2008, attested by 
Sepalika Nanayakkara, Notary Public, and granted 
by us to, RAJAPAKSHA (NIC No. 475132769V) of No. 
255/E, Vihara Mawatha, Ihala Yagoda, Imbulgoda, is 
cancelled and we will not hold responsible for any 
transaction done by the aforesaid, RAJAPAKSHAGE 
MULINE RAJAPAKSHA.

PROCUREMENT 
NOTICE

Provincial Road Development 
Authority (W.P.)

(Provincial ministry of roads, transport, cooperative 
development and trade, Housing & construction, estate 

infrastructure facilities, industries and rural development  
Western Province).

Provision of ABC mixture relevant to the 
development of Roads within the Industrial City, 

Homagama
Bids are invited for the provision of ABC mixture relevant to the 
development of Roads within industrial city, Homagama. 

Description
Quantity
required

1. Provision of ABC mixture 5000 Cum.

02.  The relevant bid document sets could be obtained from 
10.02.2021 to 24.02.2021 from 8.30 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. subject 
to Rs. 2160.00 tender form fees, from the Procurement 
Division of this authority. Bid security for this tender should 
be paid in cash or by bank guarantee in accordance with the 
condition mentioned in the procurement document. 

03.  In the event of the bid amount exceeding Rs. 5.0 million, 
bidders should produce the registration certifi cate issued 
by the Registrar of companies under para 8 of the Public 
Contract Act No. 03 of 1987, to be eligible for the award of 
the contract. 

04.  Receiving and opening of Bids will take place at this offi ce 
at 10.30 a.m. on 25.02.2021 and bidders or one of their 
representatives would be present at the time. 

 Chairman,
 Provincial Road Development Authority,
 No. 59, St. Sebastian Hill,
 Colombo 12. 
 Telephone No. 011-5676903

SP GZ-0722 Nissan 
Serena,  1995,  
for highest offer. 
Vallibel Finance 
PLC. No. 310,  Galle 
Road,  Colombo 03. 
Tel: 0714542958.
 009492

WP AAI-0173 
Bajaj,  2013,  WP 
AAV-4305 Bajaj,  
2014,  threewheel 
for highest offer. 
Vallibel Finance 
PLC. No. 310,  Galle 
Road,  Colombo 03. 
Tel: 0711210810.
 009497

WP BIG-0912 
Yamaha FZ,  2019 
motor cycle for 
highest offer. 
Vallibel Finance 
PLC. No. 310,  Galle 
Road,  Colombo 03. 
Tel: 0711210810.
 009500

Corporate 
Accountant - We 
are diversified 
group of companies,  
located at 
Colombo,  requires 
a fully qualified 
Accountant with 
experience. The 
selected candidate 
must review 
financial reports 
and involve to 
develop startegic 
plan. An attractive 
remuneration 
package will be 
offered. Please 
forward your 
resume to: j a n a t h a 
m o h a n @ g m a i l . c o m 
 009937

Urgent recruitment 
to the following 
categories of Hawai 
Restaurant. * Rice 
& Curry Cooks - Rs. 
90, 000/ -,  * Kitchen 
Helpers - Rs. 40, 
000/ -,  * Juice & 
Fruit Salad Makers 
- Rs. 50, 000/ -,  
Counter Helpers - 
Rs. 40, 000/ -,  Kottu 
& Rotty Makers - 
Rs. 65, 000/ - - 70, 
000/ -,  * Cleaning 
Staffs - Rs. 40, 000/ 
-. Company will be 
providing food & 
lodging as well as 04 
days off per month. 
Please kindly call 
for interviews - 
0773658648. 009659

Urgent requirement 
for Tea Maker in 
Hawai Restaurant 
(salary Rs. 45000/ 
=). For inquiries: 
0773658648. 009678

Learn to drive 
accurately and 
perfectly within 
the city without 
fear. Most welcome 
inexperienced 
driving licence 
holders. 
0762905252,  
0714225441. 009329
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UpaNaNDa JayasUNDera
-Kandy Sports Special Correspondent   

Kavindu Wichakshana Galkotu-
wa is a Grade 13 student of Dhar-
maraja College,Kandy who is an 
outstanding Athlete and he did 
Swimming and Scouting till he 
came up-to Grade.5 Class and gave 
up as he wanted to be a full time 
athlete.   

At the start he concentrated on 
athletics under the coaching of 
D.M.Gunapala and he participated 
at the Kids Athletic Championship 
from 2010 and he won the 75 
Metres. Race in the Under 8 age 
group and received a merit award. 
He repeated this performance in a 
100 Metres. race in the following 
year and again received a merit 
award. Kavindu became the Under 
11 Champion in School by winning 
the 100 Metres. race and long 
Jump under the coaching of Chan-
dana Abeyratne. From 2013 

onwards till 2017 he won the 
School Championship in the 100 
Metres. 200 Metres and the Long 
Jump in his age group and apart 
from this he secured the second 
place in the 100 Metres event at 
the Central Province Athletic Meet 
in the Under 15 age category.   

In 2018 he became the Champi-
on at the 100 Metres race at the 
zonal Athletic Meet and in addi-
tion he was a member of the 4 x 
100 winning Relay team at the 
same meet. 

Kavindu ran the Anchor Lap of 
the Race and the other team mem-
bers were Akalanka Rajapakse, 
Deshan Samaratunge, Ravindu 
Wickremathilake. He repeated the 
outstanding performance at the 
Provincial Athletic Meet in the 
same year to win the 100 Metres 
with a new Meet Record of 11.5 
secds.running on a grass track. He 
won the 200 Metres. event as well 
as the 300 Metres.

 Hurdles and he was also in the 
winning 4 x 100 relay team. Apart 
from these outstanding perfor-
mances he became the Champion 
Athlete for a record four consecu-
tive years in the School Athletic 
Meet from Under 16 to Under 20 
age group.   

In 2018 Kavindu was among 
the first 10 runners at the John 
Tarbat Meet and the All island 
Athletic Championship in the 
same year. He is the President of 
the School Sports Council, Sports 
Captain and the Athletic Captain 
for the years 2020 and 2021.  

He is intending to continue 
athletics and hopes to enter the 
Kotelawala Defence Academy and 
at present he is studying for the 
G.C.E.(A/) Examination in the 
Commerce stream.

 He has already got through the 
AAT in all three parts and got the 
Chartered Business Accounting 
Level 1.   

Kavindu -an athlete 
par excellrnce  

 Kavindu who won the athletic cham-
pionship in all three years.   
(pictures. By Upananda Jayasundera-Kandy 
sports spl.corr   

Kavindu in action at a 100 Metres. event. Kavindu Wichakshana with his relay team members.   

Hafiz MariKar 
Vidyartha College’s Jason Dissa-

nayake who is a six footer   is argu-
ably one of the finest rugby players 
to come out of this school in recent 
times, and certainly one of the 
most durable.  Jason Dissanayke   
made his rugby debut for  Vidyar-
tha College in 2010, and led the 
side in 2012 and gave his best for 
the game and that year he took 
part in the youth Commonwealth 
Games Rugby 7s in Isle of Man.
Later  he  played for Navy, CR and 
FC, and Kandy SC and for the 
national side.   

He started his club rugby  for the 
Navy, getting into top gear, later 
crossing over to CR and FC from 
there to Kandy Sports Club he was 
an outstanding sevens and fifteens 
player during his school days and 
later for clubs. In 2020 Jason Dis-
sanayake had a hat-trick of tries 
which helped reigning Dialog 
Rugby League champions 
KandySC continue their unbeaten 

run, with a comfortable 36-26 win 
against Army SC atWelisara.  With 
Dissanayake’s three tries, Kandy 
completed yet another game with 
bonus points after scoring from a 
tally of six tries and three conver-
sions, while leading 26-12 at half 
time. Army, who had been quite 

impressive that season, was bol-
stered by the presence of FijianTo-
masi Ravouvou, who scored two 
tries single handedly in the second 
half.

 Army in the end finished with a 
tally of four tries and three conver-
sions, while also earning bonus 
points Jason has represented the 
Sri Lanka side in 7s and 15s since 
2012. 

He has also taken part in the 
West London Rugby  Sevens in 
2019. He has been playing  for 
Kandy Rugby Team since 2017.  
He is a solid forward who is good 
in ball handling and tackling . He 
has a knack for finding the try line 
in matches  which is demonstrated 
by his individual score against the 
teams he played.  

He is a player who is different 
from the rest. While many have 
talent and form an important part 
of their team's machine, only very 
few make the real difference when 
it matters most. 

Jason Dissanayake one 
of the finest ruggerites

At the age of 20 years, John De Saram 
was the youngest athlete to represent 
Sri Lanka at the 1948 London Olympic 
Games.   

He was included in the Sri Lankan 
contingent after some outstanding per-
formances for Police Sports Club where 
he excelled in several track events.   

In 1948, he helped Police Sports Club 
to clinch the 4X110 yards Relay Cham-
pionship after having completed a suc-
cessful school career at Royal College, 
Colombo.   

In fact, in 1940 John De Saram 
became the Under-12 Track and Field 
champion at Royal College and he was 
the Under-14 and Under-16 champion in 
1942 and 1944 respectively.   

He displayed his skills at All-Ceylon 
level for the first time by securing the 
second place in the 100 yards race at the 
Public Schools Meet in 1945. He also 
helped Royal College to win the 4X100 
yards relay event at the same meet.   

He soon grew in reputation to annex 
the Trophy for the Most Talented 
Under-16 Athlete in 1946.   

John De Saram stole 
the limelight once 
again when he estab-
lished a new Public 
Schools Meet record 
with a time of 23.3 
seconds in the 220 
yards event in 1947.   

In the same year, he 
had the distinction of 
winning School Ath-
letics Colours and 
went on to claim the 
220 yards event while 
pushing more reputed 
athletes of the calibre of 
W. T. Saunders and S. Krishnarajah into 
second and third place respectively.   

At the 1948 London Olympic Games, 
John De Saram had the honour of com-
peting in the 100, 200 and 400 metres 
events. He made it to the second-round 
of the 200 metres but could not qualify 
for the semi-finals of this event.   

He recorded a time of 51.2 seconds but 
yet he could not proceed beyond the first-
round of the 400 metres event.   

In 1949, he displayed his tal-
ent and potential once again 
when he ran the 800 metres in 
two minutes 01.8 seconds as 
an undergraduate.   

He also had the satisfaction 
of overcoming a couple of 
more experienced athletes in 
the form of Oscar Wijesinghe 
and H. M. P. Perera in the 220 
yards both in 1949 and 1950.   

John De Saram was a proud 
member of the Sri Lankan 

4X110 yards Relay Team 
which won the fourth place 
in the 1950 Commonwealth 

Games in Auckland, New Zealand.   
The other three members of the Sri 

Lanka Relay Team were, Summa Nav-
aratnam, Oscar Wijesinghe and Duncan 
White.   

Thereafter, John De Saram left for the 
USA for further studies and had the hon-
our of serving as the Permanent Repre-
sentative of Sri Lanka to the United 
Nations (UN) in New york. 

(C.D)   

sri Lankan Olympic stars of yesteryear   

John de Saram - youngest competitor 
at 1948 Olympic Games

John De saram

aLtHaf NaWaz   
Kingswood College, Kandy is the pioneer 

institution which introduced Rugby in the 
country in 1891 and has been known as a 
rugby powerhouse. It has produced several top 
players who have brought honour and fame to 
Sri Lanka with their deeds on the rugby field. 
Amjad Buksh can be considered as one of the 
best players of Kingswood who played  in the 
pivotal role of scrum half. He was the key link 
man between the forwards and the back divi-
sion reaching great heights locally and interna-
tionally.   

Allowdeen Buksh is his father who passed 
away in 2007 and mother is Doreen Buksh and 
he has three siblings. His father was an old boy 
of Zahira College, Gampola and played hockey. 
He joined the Sri Lanka Navy as a Chief Engi-
neer later retired and joined the Royal Navy in 
Oman . His elder brother Ansar was a King-
swoodian who donned the college jersey in 
rugby and motivated Amjad to take up playing 
rugby. Ansar migrated to Wellington, New 
Zealand and settled down there. His elder sis-
ter Rikaza Alith is a pre-school teacher and 
owns a day care centre while the younger sis-
ter Rizana Liyanage owns a hotel in Kalpitiya 
. His mother Doreen was a former hockey 
player who schooled at Kandy Convent. Being 
a housewife, she was heavily involved with 
Kandy Malay Association for a long time and 
she served as the President from 2015 to 2019.   

Amjad started to show-
case his talent from the 
junior level captaining the 
Kingswood under-13 side 
in 1993 and 1994 , after he 
was enrolled as a kid to 
junior school. Amjad's 
peerless all-round perfor-
mances along with his 
fighting spirit steered 
Kingswoodians to a Presi-
dent's Trophy title in 2000 
beating Thomians 30-26 in 
the final under coach G.B. 
Gunadasa and in the same 
year Kingswood sevens 
captaincy reins were hand-
ed over to Amjad; his 
trademark of sniping runs 
and his kicking was vital 
to secure a second spot 
finish at Schools Sevens 
tournament. After finish-
ing off the school’s rugby 
career on a high note, this 
exciting player was picked by Kandy Sports 
Club in 2002.   

While he was playing rugby he was engaged 
in playing hockey for the under-18 team and 
scooped the highest number of goals for the 
Central Province team which enabled him to 
be selected to the National under-18 squad as 

a stand by player  when he 
played for Kandy youth 
Club. Apart from his broth-
er Ansar Buksh better 
known as ‘Anchu’ his cousin 
brothers Nilufer, RInnie, 
Ronny Ibrahim had influ-
enced him immensely to 
handle the oval shaped ball 
and hinted that one day he 
will play for the National 
team.   

Amjad believes that it’s all 
about sheer hard work and 
sacrifice one has put in to 
achieve his goal where one 
could end obtaining the 
anticipated results.   

Kandy SC held all the 
aces during that period 
claiming back to back titles 
and Amjad Buksh got into 
full swing as a scrum half 
showcasing few splendid 

performances in Kandy SC 
colours. In 2006, Amjad joined CR and FC and 
showed his talent as a sevens player clinching 
the ‘Most Outstanding Player’ award at Club 
Rugby Sevens tournament.   

Amjad made his international debut in 2003 
and was privileged to don the Sri Lankan jer-
sey at numerous International Championships. 

He was a part of the Sri Lankan squad in 
Dubai   

International Sevens Series, South African 
Sevens 2003, Hong Kong International Sevens 
and was also the scrum half for Sri Lanka in 
Asian Rugby Championships from 2004 to 
2007 held in several countries. He has played 
under two National Captains namely Pradeep 
Bassnayake and Sajith Mallikarachchi which 
he says is an unblemished memory in his 
rugby career.   

Apart from these he has few other distinc-
tive memories in his illustrious career which 
began in 2003, at the Singer Sri Lankan Inter-
national Sevens becoming ‘Plate Champions’ 
for the first time in history and being adjudged 
the second runner up player of the tournament 
followed by Carlton Sevens in the inaugural 
tournament held in 2011 at Bogambara Stadi-
um. They emerged champions under his cap-
taincy. In 2007, he was a member of the Lan-
kan team which won the first World Interna-
tional match beating the USA side which was 
a great feeling at the World Series. He also 
shared his experience with Havelock Sports 
Club from 2011 to 2012.   

He would like to show his sincere gratitude 
to some of the men who were instrumental in 
transforming him as a quality rugby player and 
a coach. This included his own brother Ansar 
Buksh, if not for his motivation and influence 
Amjad would never have achieved the present 

status. Ansar played for Kandy SC from 1997 
to 2006 and represented the National side 
from 1997 to 2004. His coach in under-13 was 
Ananda Kasthuruarachchi, under-15 was Asela 
Muthumala, from under-17 to 19 was G. B. 
Gunadasa. According to him the late George 
Simpkin has been one of the best coaches he 
has ever met in his career.   

After retiring, Amjad started his coaching 
career completing the level 1 and 2 coaching 
courses in Sri Lanka and has also successfully 
completed the World rugby level 1 and 2 sev-
ens coaching course in Malaysia. Most impor-
tantly, he was fortunate enough to get inter-
national exposure as he was a part of the high 
performance course conducted by former All 
Blacks sevens coach Gordon Tietjens.   

Currently, Amjad Buksh is heading the 
coaching department of Malay Sport Club 
and had a successful outing at the recently 
concluded Club Rugby League winning the 
championship of ‘C’ division. This year, 
Malay SC managed to clinch the title at the 
Development Sevens Tournament and got the 
much needed promotion to ‘B’ Division. 
Apart from the coaching stint at Malay SC, 
Amjad has joined TFB Academy and School 
of Rugby to share his expertise with the 
youngsters. 

His wife Zinhara Burah is a housewife. At 
present he works as a Sub-officer at Seylan 
Bank Plc.     

Amjad Buksh one of the 
best scrum halves

DiLWiN MeNDis   
Moratuwa Sports Special                    

Correspondent   

Seventeen year old Volley-
ball Player, Athlete member 
of the Nattandiya United Vol-
leyball Club Nisal Navodya 
Fernando excelled for his 
Alma Mater Dhammissara 
National School Nattandiya.   

Nisal’s first school was 
Morakela Government Bud-
dhist School and he was 
admitted to this school in 
2008 when Priyantha Kumara was the 
Principal and his first class teacher was 
Mrs. Indrani. He studied up to Grade 9 of 
this school and he did athletics at the 
under 12 age group at the Schools Sports 
Meet and he won the 100 and 200 metre 
races and came second in long jump and 
representing the school in the Divisional 
Meet he won these three events   

Following the footsteps of his father and 
coach former Sri Lanka Volleyball Player 
Nishantha Fernando at the Nattandiya 
United Volleyball Courts as a small boy he 
learnt the basics of the game. In 2016 he 
shifted to Dhammissara National School 
Nattandiya and came under the volleyball 
coach and Master in Charge of Volleyball 
Keerthi Jayasekera and in the same year 
he was selected to the under 14 volleyball 
team and his school emerged runners up 
of the District Tournament and participat-

ing in the All Island DSI 
Tournament they got the 
third place and in the same 
year participating in the 
Divisional, Zonal and Dis-
trict they were the winners 
but lost in the Provincial 
Tournament. In 2018 in the 
All Island under 18 DSI 
Tournament they came third 
and the same year they 
reached the quarter finals of 
the under 17 All Island 
National Schools Tourna-

ment and in the under 19 National Schools 
All Island Tournament they were the run-
ners up and he was re awarded school 
colours for the third successive year.   

With these performances under his belt 
Nisal was selected to the final 20 member 
squad for the tour of Bahrain. In 2019 
representing Nattandiya United Volleya-
ball Club as the Baby of the Team his club 
were the Runners Up of the All Island 
Dialog Tournament. 

In addition in the 2018 Inter House 
Sports Meet competing in the 200 and 
800 metres he won convincingly and 
came second in Long Jump in the under 
19 age group and Jeewan Jude was his 
Coach.   

His Principal Anil Pushpakumara and 
Deputy Principal Mrs. Nilmini Rodrigo, 
Jayasekera were very helpful to him to 
achieve success.     

Nisal Navodya Fernando 
excellent volleyball player

Dhammissara National school Nattandiya all island runners Up under 18 Volleyball Cham-
pionship in 2018. the team posed for a photograph after the final game.  seated in front 
L/r - antony, Nilanka sanjaya (sports advisor), Channa Jayasekera (Head Coach), Keer-
trhi Jayasekera (prefect of Games), Kumaratunga Back row standing L/r – Mohamed 
safan, tishan shanuka, Binara Hansana, Deyan risith, Nisla Navodya fernando, ashen 
rashmika, achira senanayake, Mahela indiwara, Kavish Hansika, rosham fernando, ishen 
thilochana, yohan shanuka, ashen Dhanushka (picture by Dilwin Mendis Moratuwa sports special 
Correspondent)   
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Today (Tuesday)  
(LOCAL EVENTS)  
TENNIS  
Colombo Open 
Tournament 
at Green Path  

(FOREIGN 
EVENTS)  

CRICKET  
India vs England
(1 st Test) at Chennai 
(5 th day)  
(Women’s domestic 
One-Day match)  
Victoria vs New South 
Wales at Melbourne  
FOOTBALL (FA Cup 
fifth-round)  
Burnley vs AFC 
Bournemouth  
Manchester United vs 
West Ham United  
(Spanish League)  
Real Madrid vs Getafe  
TENNIS  
Australian Open 
at Melbourne 

RAWALPINDI, MONDAy: Medium 
pacer Hasan Ali took a maiden ten-
wicket haul to help Pakistan win its 
first series against South Africa 
since 2003 with a 95-run victory in 
the second Test on the fifth and final 
day in Rawalpindi on Monday.   

Hasan finished with 5-60 to record 
his best match figures of 11-114 and 
help dismiss South Africa who were 
set a daunting 370 to chase for 274 
before the tea break.  

Hasan’s new-ball partner Shaheen 
Shah Afridi finished with 4-51, while 
spinner Yasir Shah took the last 
wicket to spark jubilation among the 
Pakistan players.  

Opener Aiden Markram scored a 
fighting 108 and Temba Bavuma 61.   

They put on a 106-run stand for 
the fourth wicket to give Pakistan a 
scare.  

Markram took a single off the last 
ball before lunch as South Africa 
reached the break on 219-3, needing 
151 for a win.   

But Hasan ripped through the 
tourists’ batting order, which lost 
seven wickets for just 33 runs with 
the second new ball.  

Hasan struck with the second 
over of the new ball to end Markram’s 
resistance by getting the opener 
caught in the slip and end his 
335-minute fight.   

Markram’s fifth Test century the 
first outside South Africa included 
13 boundaries and three sixes.    
Next ball, Hasan had Quinton de 
Kock caught in the slip for nought, 
ending the South African skipper’s 
miserable series with just 46 runs.   
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam was 
delighted with the win.   

“Thanks to South Africa for com-
ing and playing competitive crick-
et,” said Azam. “Hasan’s comeback 
after one year was great and he 
showed great character.”  

Hasan was sidelined for more 
than a year with multiple injuries 
but came back strongly with 12 
wickets in the series.  

Azam admitted South Africa’s 
resistance provided a tough chal-
lenge for his side.   

“At one time, we thought the 
game could’ve gone either way when 
Markram and Bavuma were playing 
well. But we knew, one wicket and 
we can come back into the game 
again,” he said.  

Losing captain Quinton de Kock 
said his team lacked a killer touch.  

“The first-innings deficit did play 
a big part,” said de Kock. “We lost 
the big moments in the game and 
that cost us. It’s painful at the 
moment.  

“When we get back home, we’ll 
have to look at our performances 
and improve on the way forward.”  

Hasan dismissed George Linde 
for four to record his third five-
wicket haul as he improved upon his 
previous best match figures of 7-83 
against New Zealand in Abu Dhabi 
in 2018.  

In the morning, both teams were 
involved in a keen battle for victory 
as South Africa resumed on 127-1, 
knowing the best chase at Rawal-
pindi Cricket Stadium in ten previ-
ous Tests was the 200 scored by Sri 
Lanka in 2000.  

South Africa saw Dussen bowled 
off a beautiful inswinger by Hasan 
only the third ball of the day while 

Du Plessis was leg-before to the 
same bowler in the fifth over of the 
morning.  

It capped a sub-par series for the 
experienced Du Plessis who man-
aged just 55 in four innings.  

This is Pakistan’s only second 
Test series win over South Africa in 
12 attempts, having lost eight and 
drawn three.   

Pakistan last beat South Africa 
1-0 in a two-match series at home in 
2003.   Pakistan won the first Test 
by seven wickets in Karachi.   The 
series against South Africa -- who 

were touring Pakistan for the first 
time in 14 years is the biggest host-
ed by the home side since a deadly 
2009 militant attack on Sri Lanka’s 
squad in Lahore halted international 
tours.  The series win also lifts Paki-
stan to fifth in international Test 
rankings the first time they have 
placed in the top five since January 
2017.  

South Africa are pushed to sixth 
from fifth.    The two teams will now 
play three Twenty20 internationals 
on February 11, 13 and 14, all in 
Lahore. AFP

Hasan leads Pakistan to first series 
win over South Africa since 2003  

Pakistan’s players pose for photographs with trophies after winning the 
Test series against South Africa during the fifth and final day of the sec-
ond Test cricket match between Pakistan and South Africa at the Rawal-
pindi Cricket Stadium in Rawalpindi on February 8. AFP

DhAmmIKA RATNAwEERA
Head of the Medical 

Committee of Sri Lanka 
Cricket (SLC) Professor 
Arjuna de Silva yester-
day said that the Sri 
Lankan cricketers are 
not included in the pri-
ority list for the COVID-
19 free vaccination.

“We can’t include 
them to the priority list 
at this moment as the 
government has already 
named frontline health 
workers and security 
personnel for the vacci-
nation,” he said during a 
discussion with SLC 
officials.  

Professor de Silva, 
who is also the chair-
man of the Sri Lanka 
Anti Doping Agency 
(SLADA) said that if 
the private sector start 
using the vaccination 
system in future then 
the cricketers could also 
make use of that facility.

“We can’t list the 
cricketers for the priori-
ty list. They have a mini-
mum risk for this 
COVID-19 and also they 
don’t have any ailments 
such as diabetic or kid-
ney diseases,” he 
explained.

“They also maintain a 
good physical fitness 
always for the sport. So 
my personal view is that 
they can’t be included 
for the COVID-19 prior-
ity list,” he said.

“Not only the cricket-
ers but even other ath-
letes could request to 
have this vaccine but we 
have to proceed accord-
ing to the Government 
system,” added Profes-
sor de Silva.

Meanwhile, the Sri 
Lanka National pool 
players who are under a 
quarantine period, are 
subject to do their PCR 
tests today. 

Professor Arjuna de Silva

sL cricketers not 
prioritised for 
COVId-19 
vaccination
- Prof. de silva

Neyara Weerawansa and Tuvi-
ni De Alwis powered their way 
into the semi-finals of the Wom-
en’s Doubles on the fourth day of 
the Colombo Open Tennis Tour-
nament, which continued at the 
SLTA Courts in Green Path yes-
terday.

The favourites lived up to 
expectations as they defeated 
the combination of Yasodara 
Koralage and Shehara Medawala 
in straight sets 6-1, 6-1.

The results
Men’s Doubles (quarter-

finals): Dumindu Dilum and 
Luca Knese beat Michael Siya-

guna and M. Nishendiran 6-3, 
6-3. Kavisha Rathnayake and 
Akila Vimukthi beat H.Para-
meshwaran and Rayan Ben-
tharage 6-1,6-4.

Women’s Doubles (quarter-
finals): Neyara Weerawansa and 
Tuvini De Alwis beat Yasodara 
Koralage and Shehara Medawala 
6-1, 6-1. Saajida Razick and 
Dinethya Dharmarathne beat 
Vishmi Serasinghe and Nesangi 
Hemakumara 5-7, 6-1, 12-8. 
Janali Manamperi and Savini 
Jayasuriya beat Oneli Perera and 
Sethmi Sumanaweera 6-0, 5-7, 
10-7. (A.N)

Neyara weerawansa and Tuvini De Alwis celebrate their win

Neyara and tuvini 
cruise into semi-finals

CHENNAI, MONDAy: India lost Rohit 
Sharma in their chase for 420 after 
Ravichandran Ashwin took six 
wickets to dismiss England for 178 
on day four of the opening Test on 
Monday.

The hosts reached 39 for one at 
stumps after spinner Jack Leach 
bowled Sharma for 12 on a deterio-
rating Chennai pitch.

Shubman Gill, on 15, and 
Cheteshwar Pujara, on 12, were bat-
ting at the close with India needing 
another 381 runs to win the first of 
the four Tests. 

On a dominant day for spinners, 
Ashwin claimed his 28th five-wick-
et haul in England’s second innings.

The off-spinner sent back Rory 
Burns with the first ball of the 
innings and struck crucial blows, 
including taking Ben Stokes for 
seven.

Skipper Joe Root top-scored with 
40 off 32 deliveries. He hit 218 in 
the first innings of his 100th Test.

Root hit seven boundaries before 
being trapped lbw by paceman Jas-
prit Bumrah. Ollie Pope (28) and 
Dom Bess (25) also helped England 
build a big lead.

Left-arm spinner Shahbaz 
Nadeem took two wickets and got 
wicketkeeper-batsman Jos Buttler 
stumped for 24. Dan Lawrence (18) 
was Ishant Sharma’s 300th Test 
wicket.

India were bowled out for 337 in 
their first innings in the morning 
session, 42 runs short of avoiding 

the follow on despite Washington 
Sundar’s unbeaten 85.

England, who scored 578 in their 
first innings, decided against mak-
ing the home side bat again.

Leach and paceman James 
Anderson took two wickets each in 
the morning session to pack off 
India after the hosts started the day 
257-6.

Sundar, who made his debut in 
the fourth Test of India’s historic 
win in Australia last month, put on 
80 runs with overnight partner 
Ashwin, who made 31. AFP

India lose sharma in chase for 420 against england
enGland 

1st inninGs 578 
(root 218; Bumrah 3-84, 

ashwin 3-146)
india 1st inninGs 

(overnight 257-6, 
sundar 33, ashwin 8)

r. sharma 
c Buttler b Archer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
s. Gill 
c Anderson b Archer  .  .  .  .  . 29
c. Pujara 
c Burns b Bess .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73
V. Kohli 
c Pope b Bess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11
a. rahane 
c Root b Bess .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
r. Pant 
c Leach b Bess .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 91
W. sundar 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  85
r. ashwin 
c Buttler b Leach  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
s. nadeem 
c Stokes b Leach  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0
i. sharma 
c Pope b Anderson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
J. Bumrah 
c Stokes b Anderson  .  .  .  .  .  . 0
extras (b4, lb1, nb1)  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
t otal (95 .5 overs, 
all out) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 337
fall of wickets: 1-19 (R .  Shar-
ma), 2-44 (Gill), 3-71 (Kohli), 
4-73 (Rahane), 5-192 (Pujara), 
6-225 (Pant), 7-305 (Ashwin), 
8-312 (Nadeem), 9-323 (I . Shar-
ma), 10-337 (Bumrah)
Bowling: Anderson 16 .5-5-46-
2, Archer 21-3-75-2 (nb1), 
Stokes 6-1-16-0, Leach 24-5-
105-2, Bess 26-5-76-4, Root 
2-0-14-0

enGland 
2nd inninGs

r. Burns 
c Rahane b Ashwin  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0
d . sibley 
c Pujara b Ashwin  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

d . lawrence 
lbw b I Sharma  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
J. root 
lbw b Bumrah  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40
B. stokes 
c Pant b Ashwin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
o. Pope  
c R . Sharma b Nadeem  .  .  . 28
J . Buttler 
st Pant b Nadeem .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
d . Bess 
lbw b Ashwin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25
J. archer 
b Ashwin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
J. leach 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8
J. anderson 
c and b Ashwin .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0
extras (nb7)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
t otal (46 .3 overs, 
all out) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 178
fall of wickets: 1-0 (Burns), 
2-32 (Sibley), 3-58 (Lawrence), 
4-71 (Stokes), 5-101 (Root), 
6-130 (Pope), 7-165 (Buttler), 
8-167 (Bess), 9-178 (Archer), 
10-178 (Anderson)
Bowling: Ashwin 17 .3-2-61-6 
(nb3), Nadeem 15-2-66-2 (nb3), 
Sharma 7-1-24-1, Bumrah 6-0-
26-1 (nb1), Sundar 1-0-1-0

india 
2nd inninGs

r. sharma 
b Leach   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
s. Gill 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15
c. Pujara 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
t otal (13 overs, 
one wicket)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 39
fall of wicket: 1-25 (R .  Shar-
ma)
t o bat: V . Kohli, A . Rahane, R . 
Pant, W . Sundar, R . Ashwin, J . 
Bumrah, I . Sharma, S . Nadeem
Bowling: Archer 3-2-13-0, 
Leach 6-1-21-1, Anderson 2-1-
2-0, Bess 2-0-3-0

s c o r e C A R D

R. Ashwin appeals for a lbw decision

MELBOURNE, MONDAy: Novak Djoko-
vic served a reminder of why he’s the 
greatest Australian Open champion 
in history as he demolished France’s 
Jeremy Chardy in straight sets in 
round one on Monday.  

The eight-time winner’s 6-3, 6-1, 
6-2 win showed that normal service 
had resumed at Rod Laver Arena 
after the year’s first Grand Slam was 
delayed three weeks over the corona-
virus.  

Serena Williams, Naomi Osaka 
and Simona Halep also enjoyed con-
vincing wins as the tournament final-
ly got underway in front of limited 
crowds after a troubled build-up.  

“It feels great, so great to see peo-
ple back in the stadium,” Djokovic 
said. “This is the most I’ve seen on a 
tennis court in 12 months.”  

Form and fitness are highly unpre-
dictable at the Australian Open after 
the coronavirus wiped out five 
months of last season and badly dis-

rupted preparations for the first 
Grand Slam of 2021.  

But Djokovic left little doubt 
about his readiness to pursue a 
record-extending ninth title in Mel-
bourne, breaking in the first game 
and completing the victory in 91 
minutes.  

The Australian Open was post-
poned to allow players to quarantine 
and play warm-up events, which 
were suspended for a day last week 
after a coronavirus case at a tourna-
ment hotel.  

After the tortuous build-up, third 
seed Osaka struck the first serve on 
the centre court against Russia’s Ana-
stasia Pavlyuchenkova and strode 
just 68 minutes later as a 6-1, 6-2 
winner.  

“I was really nervous coming into 
this match. I just wanted to play 
well,” Osaka told a smattering of 
spectators on the socially-distanced 
court. AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return against France’s 
Jeremy Chardy during their men’s singles match on day 
one of the Australian Open tennis tournament in mel-
bourne on February 8. AFP

Djokovic imperious as Covid-delayed 
Australian Open finally underway  

Pa Kistan 1st inninGs 272   
(Babar azam 77, faheem 

ashraf 78 not out; a. nortje 
5-56, K. maharaj 3-90)   

soutH africa 
1st inninGs 201    

(t . Bavuma 44; Hasan ali 5-56)  
Pa Kistan 2nd inninGs 298   

(mohammad rizwan 115 not 
out; G. linde 5-64)   
soutH africa 
2nd inninGs    

(overnight 127-1)   
a. markram   
c Butt b Hasan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 108  
d . elgar   
c Rizwan b Shaheen  .  .  .  .  .  . 17  
r. van der dussen   
b Hasan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48  
f. du Plessis   
lbw b Hasan   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5  
t . Bavuma   
c Rizwan b Shaheen  .  .  .  .  .  . 61  

Q. de Kock   
c Butt b Hasan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0  
W. mulder   
b Yasir   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20  
G. linde   
c Ashraf b Hasan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4  
K. maharaj   
c Butt b Shaheen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0  
K. rabada   
b Shaheen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0  
a. nortje   
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2  
extras: (lb2, nb7)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9  
t o tal  (91 .4 overs, all out)  274  
fall of wickets: 1-33 (Elgar), 2-127 
(Dussen), 3-135 (du Plessis), 4-241 
(Markram), 5-241 (de Kock), 6-253 
(Bavuma), 7-258 (Linde), 8-268 
(Maharaj), 9-268 (Rabada)  
Bowling: Shaheen 21-6-51-4 
(nb4), Hasan 16-2-60-5 (nb3), 
Nauman Ali 20-6-63-0, Yasir 23 .4-
5-56-1, Ashraf 10-2-37-0, Alam 
1-0-5-0 

s c o r e C A R D

ALThAF NAwAz  
The Sri Lanka Schools Crick-

et Association (SLSCA) yester-
day released the official draw for 
the Inter-Schools Under-19 Lim-
ited Overs Cricket Tournament, 
which commences on March 12.  

This tournament with a new 
format, instead of the regular 
two-day event, finally got the 
greenlight from the Ministry of 
Health and the Education Min-
istry to proceed as scheduled.  

The first-round matches will 
be completed by the end of 
March and the knock-out stage 
will commence by the first week 
of April.  

The quarter-final, semi-final 
and the final of this tournament 
is scheduled for April 20, 23 and 
25 respectively at neutral ven-
ues.  

The draw (Division One Tier ‘A’):
Group X: Trinity, Royal, D. S. 

Senanayake, De Mazenod, 
Gurukula and Wesley.  

Group ‘Y’: St. Joseph’s, 
Mahanama, St.Thomas’, Mata-
ra, St. Sebastian’s, St.Benedict’s 
and St. Anne’s.  

Group ‘Z’: St. Anthony’s, 
Kandy, Nalanda, S.Thomas’, 
Mount Lavinia, Richmond, Mal-
iyadeva and Prince of Wales.  

(Division One Tier ‘B’):
Group ‘X’: Thurstan, Mahin-

da, St. Peter’s, Dharmaraja, St. 
Aloysius’ and Moratu MV.  

Group ‘Y’: St. Joseph Vaz, 
Isipathana, Ananda, Zahira, 
Dharmapala and Maris Stella.  

Group ‘Z’: Dharmasoka, St. 
Servatius’, Devapathiraja, St. 
Anthony’s, Wattala, Lumbini 
and St. Sylvester’s.  

sLsCa announces official 
draw for u-19 tourney  
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DINESH PERERA

Recent statistics show 
that only 91,645 (2.2%) 
students of the 4,061,653 
students in government 
schools’ study in a medium 
categorised as bilingual 
which includes the English 
medium. There are only 33 
schools that teach all three 
major languages. These sta-
tistics were made available 
in the School Census report 
of 2019 released recently.

The medium categorised 
as bilingual includes Sinha-
la- English and Tamil-Eng-
lish. 

There are 542 Sinhala-

English schools and 168 
Tamil-English schools.

This is in contrast to the 
24.1% of students in Pri-
vate schools’ that study in 
the Bilingual/English medi-
um. The majority of stu-
dents in private schools are 
in the Western Province.

In government schools, 
the majority of (3.2 mil-
lion) children study in Pro-
vincial schools. National 
schools make up 798,372 
students.

There are 62,467 male 
teachers and 184,125 
female teachers in service. 
Of these 119,323 are Grad-

uate Teachers, 120,848 are 
Trained Teachers 4,759 are 
Trainee Teachers, 1,518 are 
Untrained Teachers, and 
144 are other teachers.

The highest proportion of 
national schools are in the 
Southern Province followed 
by the Western province. 
4% of schools are national 
schools. There are 373 
National schools and 9792 
provincial schools.

The majority of students 
(41.5%) are in schools that 
have Grades 1-13. 16.1% 
of students are in schools 
that have Grades 1-5, 
18.7% in schools that have 

Grades 1-11, and 23.1% in 
schools that have Grades 
6-13.

Most schools are open to 
male and female students 
with only 385 being open 
to only one gender.

The majority of schools 
(42.3%) have 10-25 teach-
ers. Schools with less than 
10 teachers make up 29.9% 
of schools.

The majority of students 
(43.3%) at A level are in 
the Arts stream. 10.8% of 
students are in bioscience, 
20.1% in commerce, and 
7.3% in engineering and 
technology.

CARGILLS: 
‘VILLAGE TO...
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SHIRAJIV SIRIMANE 
in Mattala

The Mattala Rajapaksa 
International Airport (MRIA) 
will soon start uplifting air 
cargo containers bringing addi-
tional revenue to the airport 
State Minister - Aviation and 
Export Zones Development, D. 
V. Chanaka said.

He was speaking at the 
launch of new scheduled air-
line service; Air Astana from 
Kazakhstan to MRIA, making 
it the first international airline 
to start flying to MRIA, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Minister said that the 
cargo handling and tranship-
ment is increasing in Hamban-
tota Sea Port and soon air 
cargo operation too would 
commence from it to MRIA. 
“This is in addition to export-
ing local cargo mainly fruit 
and vegetables.”

He said that the former gov-

ernment used MRIA as a stor-
age dump for paddy and soon 
the airport will start exporting 
rice as well from it. He dis-
closed that a minimum Rs. 300 
million was spent to repair the 
damage to the cargo terminal 
and A/C system due to storing 
of paddy which was politically 
motivated.

Minister Chanaka also said 
that flydubai too would start 
operations to MRIA soon 
along with several other air-
lines.

“In a bid to attract more 
airlines to fly to MRIA we 
have decided to extend the 
‘grace period’ offered for 
‘landing and parking’ for 9 
more months. “In addition we 
have reduced ground handling 
fees by 50% and will also 
offer concessions for fuel-
ling.”

The Minister also said that 
they have also achieved 30% 

success for the MRO negotia-
tions with a European based 
airline and when this is com-
plete most the airline ‘C 
checks’ maintenance, and 

repair of airlinesin the region 
would be done at MRIA.

Vice President IT and e- 
business Air Astana Chamind-
ra Lenawa, Air Astana said 

that they were very happy with 
the geographical layout and 
facilities of MRIA which is 
ideally suited for tourism.

The airline will utilize flying 

to MRIA to explore the possi-
bility of opening up the West-
ern European and North Amer-
ican markets to  garment man-
ufacturers and the Middle 
Eastern and South Asian mar-
kets for Sri Lankan perishables 
such as tea, sea food, fruits 
and vegetables through its 
cargo operations.

The inaugural flight using 
the new Airbus A321LR, with 
a capacity of 169 passengers 
on the route Almaty/Mattala/
Almaty arrived on Saturday 
and will continue until end 
April 2021,” said Chairman 
Lanka Sportreizen (local GSA 
for the airline) Tilak Weerasin-
ghe. “Air Astana is looking to 
increase the frequency to two 
from April,” he said.

Air Astana is a full-service 
international carrier. Air 
Astana operates the youngest 
fleet in the world with 32 
brand new aircraft.

some of the first passenger group from the world 
famous tui international handled by aitken spen -
ce travels at mria 

MRIA to generate additional 
revenue from air cargo, MRO

Aircraft C checks, maintenance and repairs in the pipeline

Landing and parking charge waiver extended for 
9-months, ground handling fees cut by 50%

state minister - aviation and export Zones development, d. V. chanaka, minister of 
tourism , Prsanna ranatunga, chairman lsr,tilak Weerasinghe and senior airprot 
aviation officials at mria. Pictures by Sulochana Gamage

Sri Lankan businesses in Myanmar are not 
affected in any way though businesses and ana-
lysts predict that the coup is likely to damage the 
country’s economy.

Companies say the coup has already put many 
billions worth of foreign investment at risk 
according to the BBC report.

Former President International Chamber of 
Commerce Tissa Jayaweera said that there are 
over 60 active Sri Lanka businesses in the bank-
ing, Micro Finance and import and export of 
motor vehicle businesses. In addition several Sri 
Lankans manage top hotels in Myanmar as well.”

He said that most of the businesses both local 
and foreign operating in Myanmar did have con-
nections with the military even before the Coup 
and hence Sri Lankan and other foreign business-
es would not be in any danger of being victim-
ized. “only people with political links are target-
ed.”

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) commitments 
into Myanmar were worth $5.5bn (£4bn) in the 
2020 fiscal year, which ended in September.

However, with the US already considering 
sanctions against Myanmar due to the coup, these 
sanctions could have a significant effect on for-
eign investment, with both Western and Japanese 
companies thinking twice about projects in Myan-
mar.

One Yangon-based businessman, who asked not 
to be named, said he’s relieved that the coup so 
far appears to have been relatively peaceful. “So 
far it’s peaceful, without protests, but emotions 
are strong and people are upset,” he said. (SS)

Lankan businesses not 
affected in Myanmar

Government schools by language.

Oil prices made their biggest 
weekly gain this year, reaching 
pre-pandemic levels at a one-
year high. The price of Brent 
crude is about to breach the 
important psychological mark of 
$60, closing the week at $59.34 
per barrel. 

The price of West Texas Inter-
mediate (WTI) crude closed the 
week at $56.85 per barrel.

The declining crude oil inven-
tories in the world’s two largest 
oil-consuming nations and larg-
est economies, the US and 
China, have led to an outlook of 

a tightening market. China’s 
crude oil stocks fell to their low-
est level in nearly a year amid a 
global drawdown in inventories 
that are being driven by tighter 
supply strategies from OPEC+, 
which has read the market very 
well. (hellenicshippingnews)

Global oil prices reach pre-pandemic 
levels at a one-year high

ANANDA  KANNANGARA 

Referring  to the Extraordinary Gazette 
notification, issued by the Government 
under  the purview of 
Environment Minister 
Mahinda Amaraweera,  
the Central  Environmen-
tal Authority (CEA) yes-
terday assured that the ban 
of using   PET (Poly-Eth-
ylene-Terephthalate) and 
PVC (Poly-Vinyl-Chlo-
ride)  material  for pack-
ing agro-chemicals  and 
also  sachet packets having  the capacity 
of 20ml ( 20g) or below will be banned 
from March 31.

In addition to this manufacturing cotton 
buds with plastic stems and inflatable toys 
will also be banned from this date.

Speaking to Daily News Business, 
CEA Deputy Director General (Waste 
Management), Eng. Upali  Indraratna 
said this decision was taken following an 
extensive study and research done by 
CEA on the increasing environmental 
pollution in the country due to excessive 
use of plastic  by citizens  without main-
taining proper waste management dispos-
al  methods.

He said in addition, the ban of pesticide 

in plastic bottles made of PET and PVC 
material will also come under the ban. 

Eng. Indraratna said all these decisions 
had been taken by the CEA  
since both the soil and the 
water bodies in the country 
have  faced severe damage  
and this situation has 
affected both the environ-
ment,  its living beings and 
also the fauna and flora.

The CEA, DDG  further 
explained that manufactur-
ing  of certain other items 

such as single use food wrapping papers 
made of Polythene and Sili-Sili bags, 
shopping bags, grocery bags made out of 
HDPE( High Density Polyethylene)  were 
banned in September, 2017.

“Spoons of yogurt cups, straws of soft 
drink bottles and similar other items 
which are harmful to the environment will 
be banned in future,” he said.   

Quoting statistics  CEA, DDG Eng. 
Indraratna said more than 70 MT of Sin-
gle Use Plastic  waste are moving into the 
sea almost every day through major rivers 
and other minor waterways and such a sit-
uation creates problems to people who are 
carrying sea activities and the ocean liv-
ing beings.

Polythene packing products, single use 
sachet packets banned from March 31

English medium a rarity in government schools

GDP will recover to 3.2% growth – First Capital Research
First Capital Research in 

their Banking Sector 2021 
report predicts that Sri Lan-
ka’s GDP will recover back 
to 3.2% growth. This will be 
mainly supported by the 
recommencement of tourism 
activities.

The report also adds that 
the economy is in transition 
and poised for renewed 
growth. This is also driven 
by the vaccination drive. Sri 
Lanka has already got its 
first shipment in the last 
week of January 2021. This 
provides confidence for the 

Government to accelerate the 
relaxing of control measures.

It says that the Banking 
system has shown resilience 
in the time of COVID-19. 
The CBSL reduction of inter-
est rates, enhancing market 
liquidity and financing by 
the government were aimed 
at supporting economic 
activity. “CBSL continuously 
injected liquidity supporting 
the financial system through-
out and announced multiple 
moratoriums to provide 
breathing space for business-
es.”

“Back-to-back moratori-
ums limit NPL shocks to 
record below expectations 
but banks take the safe zone 
with massive provisioning.”

The report also says that 
the digitization process 
launched by the banking sec-
tor has helped to save the 
banking sector from COVID-
19 lockdowns building long-
term resilience and using 
technology for strategic cost 
transformation.

Economic activity too will 
bounce back with a normal-
izing SME business cycle. 

The Public Utilities Commis-
sion of Sri Lanka (PUCSL), will 
further strengthen their initiatives 
to control the sale of substandard 
lubricants and the sale of illegal 
lubricants.

This was stated by the new 
Chairman of PUCSL, Janaka Rat-
nayake who assumed duties yes-
terday and launched their work 
plan for 2021. The PUCSL, as the 
shadow regulator of the lubricant 
market, assists the Ministry of 
Energy in regulating the lubricant 
market.

A project is also underway to 
dispose of used lubricants in an 
environmentally friendly manner. 
A system will be introduced to 
protect the rights of petroleum 
consumers and to resolve their 
grievances.

The Annual Activity Plan 2021 
of the electricity sector regulator 
was also unveiled and 111 projects 
based on service quality and con-
sumer rights protection in the 
power industry, water service 
industry and petroleum industry 
are to be implemented in 2021.

Projects related to the electricity 
industry have been formulated 
under four main objectives and 
four special projects will be 
implemented this year to expedite 
the resolution of electricity con-
sumer complaints and disputes.

Around 45,000 electricians have 
been identified in the country and 
a project will be launched to pro-
vide them with the National Voca-
tional Qualification or NVQ 3, the 
basic qualification required to 
obtain a permanent electricity 
license, quickly and free of charge.

PUCSL to crackdown on illegal lubricants

Chairman, Janaka ratnayake



A.SPEN.HOT.HOLD. 37,203 33.60  33.80  35.00  33.00  33.80  0.20 
ABANS 4,463 193.00  192.75  192.75  187.00  187.00  (6.00)
ACCESS ENG SL 646,398 26.90  26.90  27.30  26.00  26.10  (0.80)
ACL 217,577 97.40  98.00  100.00  95.70  96.50  (0.90)
ACL PLASTICS 8,569 317.75  310.00  310.00  305.00  305.50  (12.25)
ACME 20,021 6.30  6.30  6.40  5.90  5.90  (0.40)
AGALAWATTE 293 29.40  29.40  29.40  29.10  29.10  (0.30)
AHOT PROPERTIES 52,431 41.00  41.50  42.00  39.00  39.10  (1.90)
AITKEN SPENCE 139,466 67.00  67.00  70.00  66.50  67.30  0.30 
ALLIANCE 6,006 55.00  55.00  55.50  53.00  54.60  (0.40)
AMANA BANK 168,558 3.60  3.60  3.70  3.50  3.50  (0.10)
AMAYA LEISURE 1,156 40.00  40.00  40.50  39.50  40.20  0.20 
ASIA ASSET 11,718 7.30  7.40  7.40  7.20  7.20  (0.10)
ASIRI 181,759 30.00  30.40  30.50  29.40  29.80  (0.20)
ASIRI SURG 135,493 15.10  14.80  15.60  14.20  14.40  (0.70)
AUTODROME 482 79.90  78.50  79.90  78.00  78.80  (1.10)
BAIRAHA FARMS 6,425 150.00  150.00  152.00  146.50  149.50  (0.50)
BALANGODA 46,971 15.40  15.20  16.10  14.50  15.00  (0.40)
BUKIT DARAH 2,009 338.50  335.00  338.50  331.00  335.00  (3.50)
C M HOLDINGS 1,317 100.50  103.00  108.00  100.25  102.25  1.75 
C T HOLDINGS 66,572 180.00  180.00  183.50  175.00  180.00  0.00 
CARGILLS 28,469 235.50  237.00  237.00  235.00  235.00  (0.50)
CARGO BOAT 42,573 70.40  73.90  75.90  72.00  74.80  4.40 
CARSONS 2,710 315.00  310.00  311.00  303.00  304.00  (11.00)
CDB 632 122.25  114.00  114.00  113.25  113.75  (8.50)
CDB [CDB.X0000] 8,372 83.00  85.00  85.00  80.00  80.40  (2.60)
CENTRAL FINANCE 1,164,043 119.75  121.00  123.25  114.75  115.50  (4.25)
CENTRAL IND. 174,177 130.00  130.50  137.50  130.50  134.50  4.50 
CEYLINCO INS. 80 2,000.00  2,001.25  2,001.50  2,001.25  2,000.00  0.00 
CEYLINCO INS. [CINS.X0000] 612 1,200.00  1,201.00  1,201.00  1,195.25  1,199.75  (0.25)
CEYLON GUARDIAN 12,732 141.00  155.00  155.00  139.00  140.25  (0.75)
CEYLON INV. 44,319 81.40  81.50  82.00  74.00  75.00  (6.40)
CEYLON TOBACCO 1,359 1,116.75  1,125.00  1,125.00  1,100.00  1,103.25  (13.50)
CHEMANEX 9,184 92.00  91.00  92.00  88.00  89.00  (3.00)
CHEVRON 36,863 111.25  112.00  112.00  107.25  108.00  (3.25)
CIC 438,623 63.10  63.10  64.20  61.50  61.90  (1.20)
CIC [CIC.X0000] 744,180 51.00  51.00  52.00  49.10  49.70  (1.30)
CITRUS LEISURE 10,750 10.20  10.20  10.20  10.00  10.00  (0.20)
COLD STORES 2,671 695.00  696.25  700.00  696.25  699.75  4.75 
COLOMBO CITY 287 1,000.25  1,050.00  1,050.00  980.00  1,000.00  (0.25)
COLOMBO LAND 20,024 27.50  28.50  29.90  27.00  27.20  (0.30)
COMMERCIAL BANK 903,390 92.70  94.80  94.80  89.50  90.00  (2.70)
COMMERCIAL BANK [COMB.X0000] 35,335 81.70  82.50  82.50  81.00  81.50  (0.20)
CONVENIENCE FOOD 1,092 1,547.25  1,680.00  1,680.00  1,500.00  1,502.25  (45.00)
DANKOTUWA PORCEL 1,927,706 13.80  14.20  15.90  14.20  14.60  0.80 
DFCC BANK PLC 257,551 67.90  69.80  69.80  65.00  65.20  (2.70)
DIALOG 155,995 12.50  12.60  12.60  12.40  12.40  (0.10)
DIMO 2,698 600.00  600.00  615.00  590.00  609.00  9.00 
DIPPED PRODUCTS 566,831 706.75  720.00  760.00  720.00  733.75  27.00 
DOCKYARD 15,437 83.00  84.90  85.00  81.90  82.00  (1.00)
DOLPHIN HOTELS 11,200 26.00  26.10  26.10  26.00  26.00  0.00 
DURDANS 1,700 105.50  101.00  102.00  101.00  101.25  (4.25)
DURDANS [CHL.X0000] 2,534 95.10  100.00  100.00  100.00  100.00  4.90 
EAST WEST 259,811 11.80  12.20  12.60  12.00  12.00  0.20 
EASTERN MERCHANT 8,454 6.70  6.50  6.50  6.20  6.40  (0.30)
EXPOLANKA 8,117,910 54.30  55.10  56.40  52.20  53.50  (0.80)
FORT LAND 122,516 15.20  15.20  15.70  14.90  15.00  (0.20)
GESTETNER 233 101.50  112.00  112.00  110.75  111.25  9.75 
GRAIN ELEVATORS 939,102 146.00  148.00  165.00  148.00  159.25  13.25 
HAYCARB 391,635 1,268.75  1,310.00  1,700.00  1,310.00  1,590.25  321.50 
HAYLEYS 268,159 781.75  791.00  805.00  770.00  776.00  (5.75)
HAYLEYS FABRIC 774,319 37.00  37.00  38.00  35.50  35.90  (1.10)
HAYLEYS FIBRE 11,024 213.25  219.00  220.00  200.00  204.75  (8.50)
HDFC 10,130 42.00  43.00  43.00  42.10  42.10  0.10 
HEMAS HOLDINGS 2,858,667 92.30  92.50  93.00  90.00  91.00  (1.30)
HNB 1,014,773 148.25  150.00  150.00  144.00  145.00  (3.25)
HNB ASSURANCE 18,242 60.30  60.00  60.80  59.00  59.60  (0.70)
HNB [HNB.X0000] 246,925 116.50  116.25  118.75  113.00  113.00  (3.50)
HORANA 16,921 23.30  23.20  23.80  23.20  23.50  0.20 
HOTEL SIGIRIYA 235 64.90  65.60  65.70  65.60  65.60  0.70 
HOTELS CORP. 1,143 12.00  12.00  12.00  11.70  12.00  0.00 
HUNTERS 250 763.25  766.00  799.00  730.00  763.25  0.00 
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. 13,304,374 0.60  0.70  0.70  0.50  0.60  0.00 
JANASHAKTHI INS. 131,284 30.80  30.80  31.30  29.80  30.10  (0.70)
JKH 737,111 155.25  160.00  160.00  154.00  154.75  (0.50)
KANDY HOTELS 6,040 5.30  5.30  5.30  5.00  5.00  (0.30)
KEGALLE 26,986 130.00  135.00  136.75  129.00  129.75  (0.25)
KELANI CABLES 6,122 153.25  153.00  153.00  150.00  150.75  (2.50)
KELANI TYRES 71,624 92.90  93.00  93.00  89.10  90.00  (2.90)
KELANI VALLEY 73,891 92.90  96.00  98.00  94.00  95.00  2.10 
KINGSBURY 4,544 12.50  12.90  13.20  12.50  13.20  0.70 
KOTAGALA 64,281 7.00  7.00  7.00  6.70  6.90  (0.10)
L O L C HOLDINGS 666,508 469.75  480.00  480.00  430.00  440.25  (29.50)
LAKE HOUSE PRIN. 19 160.00  157.75  160.00  157.75  160.00  0.00 
LANKA ASHOK 68 839.25  825.00  825.00  811.00  839.25  0.00 
LANKA HOSPITALS 5,825 48.10  48.30  50.50  48.20  48.90  0.80 
LANKA IOC 140,714 24.50  24.30  24.80  23.10  23.20  (1.30)
LANKA REALTY 3,003 35.00  35.00  35.00  35.00  35.00  0.00 
LANKA TILES 232,684 251.75  265.00  270.00  235.00  235.75  (16.00)
LANKA VENTURES 1 53.00  53.70  53.70  53.70  53.00  0.00 
LANKA WALLTILE 136,201 253.75  260.00  260.00  238.00  239.25  (14.50)
LAUGFS GAS 10,300 27.50  26.40  27.50  25.90  26.70  (0.80)
LAUGFS GAS [LGL.X0000] 16,550 21.00  20.50  21.40  20.10  20.30  (0.70)
LAXAPANA 19,439 14.50  14.40  14.40  14.20  14.30  (0.20)
LB FINANCE 90,644 255.25  260.00  260.00  230.00  235.75  (19.50)
LEE HEDGES 1,580 79.00  75.10  77.50  75.00  75.90  (3.10)
LION  BREWERY 364 594.00  592.50  594.00  582.00  583.25  (10.75)
LMF 165,750 165.00  173.00  184.75  167.00  173.50  8.50 
LVL ENERGY 172,241 10.20  10.20  10.20  10.00  10.00  (0.20)
MALWATTE 12,100 13.80  13.10  14.00  12.80  13.70  (0.10)
MALWATTE [MAL.X0000] 21,037 9.20  9.30  9.30  9.00  9.00  (0.20)
MELSTACORP 482,785 61.90  62.50  62.50  59.30  59.50  (2.40)
MERC. SHIPPING 1,800 90.00  88.50  88.50  86.00  86.10  (3.90)
MERCHANT BANK 33,158 7.60  7.70  7.80  7.50  7.50  (0.10)
MULLERS 62,062 1.20  1.20  1.30  1.20  1.20  0.00 
NAMUNUKULA 3,542 191.25  198.00  198.00  190.00  190.00  (1.25)
NAT. DEV. BANK 231,584 90.00  90.10  92.40  89.50  89.60  (0.40)
NATIONS TRUST 36,608 61.40  61.20  61.20  60.50  61.00  (0.40)
NAWALOKA 66,419 5.40  5.50  5.50  5.20  5.30  (0.10)
NESTLE 305 1,204.00  1,225.00  1,225.00  1,175.25  1,178.75  (25.25)
OVERSEAS REALTY 218,538 16.40  16.70  16.70  16.10  16.20  (0.20)
PAN ASIA 370,613 18.90  19.00  19.00  17.50  17.70  (1.20)
PANASIAN POWER 1,477,111 3.60  3.70  3.80  3.60  3.70  0.10 
PEOPLE’S INS 314,716 33.00  33.40  35.00  32.50  33.50  0.50 
PEOPLES LEASING 237,759 13.50  13.50  13.50  13.20  13.40  (0.10)
PIRAMAL GLASS 5,395,242 9.70  9.80  9.90  9.30  9.60  (0.10)
PRINTCARE PLC 1,564 31.50  32.50  32.50  32.30  32.40  0.90 
R I L PROPERTY 310,646 7.70  7.80  7.80  7.30  7.30  (0.40)
REGNIS 9,477 124.25  126.00  126.25  120.00  121.50  (2.75)
RENUKA AGRI 578,347 4.60  4.60  4.60  4.40  4.40  (0.20)
RENUKA CITY HOT. 20 250.25  250.25  262.25  249.00  250.25  0.00 
RENUKA FOODS 14,879 16.90  16.90  16.90  16.40  16.40  (0.50)
RENUKA FOODS [COCO.X0000] 1,845 13.40  13.50  13.50  13.40  13.40  0.00 
RENUKA HOLDINGS 718,263 17.60  17.60  18.00  17.30  17.40  (0.20)
RENUKA HOLDINGS [RHL.X0000] 47,066 13.90  14.10  14.10  13.90  13.90  0.00 
RESUS ENERGY 7,486 25.80  25.90  26.00  25.90  26.00  0.20 
RICHARD PIERIS 687,009 15.40  15.50  15.50  14.90  15.00  (0.40)
ROYAL CERAMIC 664,620 349.00  352.00  359.75  315.00  321.25  (27.75)
S M B LEASING 1,497,221 1.00  0.80  0.80  0.80  0.80  (0.20)
S M B LEASING [SEMB.X0000] 43,433,674 0.40  0.40  0.40  0.20  0.30  (0.10)
SAMPATH 1,728,418 176.25  180.00  180.00  168.75  169.25  (7.00)
SAMSON INTERNAT. 1 146.75  145.00  145.00  145.00  146.75  0.00 
SANASA DEV. BANK 14,138 64.10  64.00  64.00  62.10  62.30  (1.80)
SEYLAN BANK 180,660 57.00  57.00  57.50  55.00  56.00  (1.00)
SEYLAN BANK [SEYB.X0000] 1,658,613 50.00  49.90  50.50  48.00  48.00  (2.00)
SEYLAN DEVTS 46,890 16.30  16.40  16.40  16.00  16.00  (0.30)
SIERRA  CABL 181,711 7.50  7.60  7.60  7.10  7.20  (0.30)
SIGIRIYA VILLAGE 7,632 38.00  38.00  40.80  38.00  39.90  1.90 
SINGER FINANCE 65,398 15.40  15.30  15.80  15.20  15.30  (0.10)
SLT 6,834 37.80  38.40  38.70  37.00  37.60  (0.20)
SUNSHINE HOLDING 191,941 96.60  96.60  96.60  90.10  91.30  (5.30)
SWISSTEK 60,928 140.50  142.00  142.00  132.00  133.00  (7.50)
TALAWAKELLE 28,424 97.90  99.90  101.00  95.60  96.40  (1.50)
TANGERINE 206 43.00  42.00  43.00  42.00  43.00  0.00 
TEA SMALLHOLDER 1,500 41.90  41.00  41.00  41.00  41.00  (0.90)
TEEJAY LANKA 603,998 41.20  41.30  41.30  40.60  40.90  (0.30)
THREE ACRE FARMS 169,884 247.50  248.00  259.75  245.00  252.00  4.50 
TOKYO CEMENT 273,442 77.10  77.30  78.00  75.00  75.30  (1.80)
TOKYO CEMENT [TKYO.X0000] 688,691 70.00  71.00  71.00  68.70  69.00  (1.00)
UNION BANK 319,616 13.20  13.30  13.40  12.70  12.80  (0.40)
UNION CHEMICALS 32 850.25  892.50  892.50  848.00  850.25  0.00 
UNISYST 19,829 17.00  17.00  17.30  16.70  16.90  (0.10)
UNITED MOTORS 24,519 76.50  75.50  75.50  74.50  75.00  (1.50)
VALLIBEL 1,413,879 8.00  8.20  8.30  8.10  8.10  0.10 
VALLIBEL FINANCE 120,134 133.50  144.00  144.00  117.25  121.50  (12.00)
VIDULLANKA 246,913 5.60  5.60  5.70  5.50  5.50  (0.10)
WATAWALA 26,211 62.90  63.00  63.90  61.00  61.00  (1.90)
YORK ARCADE 115 188.50  190.00  190.00  184.50  189.75  1.25 
SECOND BOARD       
ABANS FINANCIAL 38,104 26.10  26.00  26.00  26.00  26.00  (0.10)
AMBEON CAPITAL 79,642 6.50  7.00  7.00  6.70  6.80  0.30 
ARPICO 1 196.00  196.00  196.00  196.00  196.00  0.00 

ASIA CAPITAL 7,914 6.30  6.50  6.70  6.30  6.30  0.00 
BROWNS BEACH 1,733 13.40  13.00  13.00  12.80  13.00  (0.40)
COMM LEASE & FIN 79,012 7.30  7.30  7.30  6.80  6.80  (0.50)
DIALOG FINANCE 10 52.30  54.00  54.00  54.00  52.30  0.00 
DISTILLERIES 80,549 20.90  21.00  21.50  20.50  20.50  (0.40)
FIRST CAPITAL 12,402 59.00  59.00  59.80  57.50  58.60  (0.40)
INDO MALAY 28 1,123.20  1,120.00  1,319.00  1,110.00  1,123.20  0.00 
KOTMALE HOLDINGS 51 236.00  220.75  222.00  220.75  236.00  0.00 
LOLC DEV FINANCE 587 95.60  93.70  94.40  88.00  88.90  (6.70)
LOLC FINANCE 1,689,591 7.10  7.20  7.30  6.20  6.40  (0.70)
MADULSIMA 13,012 9.70  9.30  9.70  9.20  9.30  (0.40)
ODEL PLC 3,874 19.10  18.60  20.00  18.60  19.60  0.50 
PDL 703 124.50  121.00  121.00  120.75  120.75  (3.75)
SELINSING 13 817.25  800.00  800.00  800.00  817.25  0.00 
SERENDIB LAND 101 2,265.50  2,800.00  2,800.00  2,800.00  2,800.00  534.50 
SHALIMAR 1 1,203.20  1,350.00  1,350.00  1,350.00  1,203.20  0.00 
SINGER SRI LANKA 21,517 64.60  66.00  67.00  62.20  62.80  (1.80)
DIRI SAVI BOARD       
AGSTAR PLC 8,526 7.40  7.40  7.40  7.30  7.30  (0.10)
ALUMEX PLC 634,611 24.90  25.10  26.00  24.00  24.20  (0.70)
AMANA TAKAFUL 6,162 9.70  9.40  9.40  9.10  9.10  (0.60)
AMBEON HOLDINGS 104,432 22.60  23.00  23.30  21.80  22.00  (0.60)
AMF CO LTD 359 301.00  310.25  310.25  300.00  300.25  (0.75)
ARPICO INSURANCE 25 24.20  24.20  24.20  24.20  24.20  0.00 
ASIA SIYAKA 46,040 2.90  3.00  3.00  2.90  2.90  0.00 
BANSEI RESORTS 8,001 8.40  8.50  8.50  8.30  8.40  0.00 
BERUWALA RESORTS 137,135 0.90  0.90  0.90  0.80  0.80  (0.10)
BOGALA GRAPHITE 54,244 24.00  24.90  25.40  24.70  25.30  1.30 
BOGAWANTALAWA 2,170 13.30  13.40  13.40  12.80  12.90  (0.40)
BPPL HOLDINGS 102,703 15.30  15.90  15.90  14.70  14.80  (0.50)
BROWNS 41,495 200.25  205.00  205.00  186.00  189.50  (10.75)
BROWNS INVSTMNTS 29,326,957 6.50  6.60  6.60  6.20  6.30  (0.20)
DIRI SAVI BOARD       
C T LAND 607 29.60  29.50  29.60  28.50  29.20  (0.40)
C.W.MACKIE 6,399 46.00  47.00  47.00  46.00  46.00  0.00 
CEYLON BEVERAGE 11 779.75  775.00  775.00  725.25  779.75  0.00 
CEYLON TEA BRKRS 191,315 3.60  3.60  3.70  3.50  3.60  0.00 
CFI 25 100.00  105.00  105.00  105.00  100.00  0.00 
CITRUS HIKKADUWA 4,438 5.70  5.70  5.90  5.70  5.90  0.20 
CITRUS WASKADUWA 161,996 3.70  3.80  3.80  3.60  3.70  0.00 
COM.CREDIT 8,807 24.40  25.00  25.00  24.00  24.20  (0.20)
COMMERCIAL DEV. 2,709 134.00  135.00  135.00  125.00  125.00  (9.00)
DILMAH CEYLON 139 654.00  698.00  698.00  675.25  675.25  21.25 
E - CHANNELLING 90,984 6.70  6.90  7.00  6.80  6.80  0.10 
EDEN HOTEL LANKA 111,495 12.30  12.90  12.90  11.80  11.90  (0.40)
ELPITIYA 25,042 52.00  52.70  52.90  50.70  51.40  (0.60)
FORTRESS RESORTS 7,460 10.90  11.40  11.50  11.00  11.10  0.20 
GALADARI 11,798 9.10  9.40  9.40  9.00  9.00  (0.10)
GUARDIAN CAPITAL 1,631 33.60  33.50  33.50  33.00  33.20  (0.40)
HAPUGASTENNE 500 17.50  17.50  17.50  17.50  17.50  0.00 
HARISCHANDRA 401 4,007.25  3,999.75  3,999.75  3,499.00  3,504.75  (502.50)
HATTON 24,721 10.40  10.40  10.50  10.30  10.40  0.00 
HNB FINANCE 4,884 9.70  9.90  9.90  9.70  9.70  0.00 
HNB FINANCE [HNBF-X-0000] 17,870 7.60  7.50  7.50  7.30  7.30  (0.30)
JETWING SYMPHONY 3,673 9.30  9.80  9.80  9.20  9.20  (0.10)
JOHN KEELLS 11,179 80.00  82.00  85.00  80.00  80.00  0.00 
KAHAWATTE 1,272 30.50  30.30  30.30  29.80  29.90  (0.60)
KEELLS FOOD 27,698 154.00  154.00  158.00  151.25  155.00  1.00 
KEELLS HOTELS 110,166 11.00  11.00  11.40  10.90  11.10  0.10 
LANKA CERAMIC 1,311 187.25  185.00  185.00  146.00  162.50  (24.75)
LANKEM CEYLON 295 31.20  32.00  32.00  31.50  31.70  0.50 
LAUGFS POWER 6,768 11.00  11.10  11.20  10.00  10.70  (0.30)
LAUGFS POWER [LPL-X-0000] 16,258 7.70  7.70  7.70  7.30  7.30  (0.40)
LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL 3 33.90  36.00  36.00  36.00  33.90  0.00 
LOTUS HYDRO 5,794 10.50  10.40  10.70  10.10  10.20  (0.30)
MAHAWELI COCONUT 1 28.00  29.00  29.00  29.00  28.00  0.00 
MAHAWELI REACH 142 15.70  15.60  15.60  14.10  14.10  (1.60)
MARAWILA RESORTS 1,405 2.00  2.00  2.00  2.00  2.00  0.00 
MASKELIYA 17,555 13.10  13.00  13.10  12.90  13.10  0.00 
MILLENNIUM HOUSE 32,583 6.90  6.80  6.80  6.40  6.70  (0.20)
NUWARA ELIYA 17 1,171.50  1,200.00  1,200.00  1,084.00  1,171.50  0.00 
ON’ALLY 200 36.00  36.50  36.50  36.50  36.50  0.50 
ORIENT FINANCE 8,065 16.80  17.50  17.50  16.20  16.50  (0.30)
PALM GARDEN HOTL 299 29.50  29.00  29.00  29.00  29.00  (0.50)
PEGASUS HOTELS 50 34.80  33.10  33.10  33.10  34.80  0.00 
PEOPLE’S MERCH 8,040 8.90  8.60  8.90  8.60  8.70  (0.20)
PRIME FINANCE 5,733 13.60  13.30  13.70  13.30  13.50  (0.10)
RAIGAM SALTERNS 280,420 6.00  6.10  6.30  5.80  5.90  (0.10)
RAMBODA FALLS 999 18.30  17.50  17.50  17.00  17.20  (1.10)
RENUKA CAPITAL 368,744 9.00  9.20  9.40  8.90  8.90  (0.10)
RICH PIERIS EXP 5,111 443.25  444.00  445.00  435.00  444.25  1.00 
ROYAL PALMS 400 16.90  17.00  17.00  17.00  17.00  0.10 
SATHOSA MOTORS 438 239.25  248.25  248.25  236.00  236.50  (2.75)
DIRI SAVI BOARD       
SERENDIB ENG.GRP 10,826 7.00  6.80  7.00  6.70  7.00  0.00 
SERENDIB HOTELS 26,212 16.30  16.40  16.40  15.30  16.00  (0.30)
SERENDIB HOTELS [SHOT.X0000] 1,164 9.60  9.90  9.90  9.30  9.30  (0.30)
SINGER IND. 4,290 110.00  110.00  115.00  109.00  109.00  (1.00)
SINGHE HOSPITALS 78,367 2.80  2.90  2.90  2.70  2.70  (0.10)
SINHAPUTHRA FIN [SFL.P0000] 3,900 4.60  4.50  4.50  4.50  4.50  (0.10)
SOFTLOGIC 246,994 13.60  13.80  14.20  13.50  13.90  0.30 
SOFTLOGIC CAP 157,805 4.00  4.10  4.10  3.90  4.10  0.10 
SOFTLOGIC FIN 47,661 12.00  11.60  11.60  11.10  11.30  (0.70)
Softlogic Life 83,743 33.10  33.60  33.90  31.90  32.00  (1.10)
TAL LANKA 7,918 15.20  15.20  15.30  15.00  15.10  (0.10)
UDAPUSSELLAWA 2,921 26.00  26.50  26.50  26.00  26.00  0.00 
UNION ASSURANCE 206 313.25  313.50  314.50  313.25  313.50  0.25 
VALLIBEL ONE 2,442,291 71.40  72.00  73.00  66.00  66.40  (5.00)
WATCH LIST       
ANILANA HOTELS 124,785 1.20  1.20  1.30  1.20  1.20  0.00 
BIMPUTH FINANCE 5,020 8.50  8.60  8.60  8.50  8.50  0.00 
BLUE DIAMONDS 161,200 0.70  0.70  0.70  0.60  0.70  0.00 
BLUE DIAMONDS [BLUE.X0000] 104,670 0.30  0.40  0.40  0.30  0.40  0.10 
CEYLON PRINTERS 204 64.40  60.00  73.40  60.00  65.20  0.80 
HUNAS FALLS 59 152.00  153.00  153.00  149.00  152.00  0.00 
HVA FOODS 59,501 6.00  6.00  6.30  5.80  6.00  0.00 
LANKEM DEV. 195,348 4.10  4.20  4.20  4.00  4.00  (0.10)
MACKWOODS ENERGY 15,000 3.10  3.00  3.10  3.00  3.00  (0.10)
MULTI FINANCE 7,710 8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00  0.00 
NATION LANKA 232,398 0.90  0.90  1.00  0.80  0.90  0.00 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT 2,575 70.10  85.40  86.70  70.60  85.00  14.90 
PARAGON 1,445 68.90  69.10  74.90  65.00  69.90  1.00 
RADIANT GEMS 21,597 29.60  29.90  32.00  28.00  29.70  0.10 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN 391 8.00  7.90  8.30  7.80  7.90  (0.10)
STANDARD CAPITAL 249 70.10  64.30  73.90  64.30  72.00  1.90 
TESS AGRO 19,772 0.70  0.70  0.70  0.60  0.60  (0.10)
TESS AGRO [TESS.X0000] 50,450 0.60  0.50  0.60  0.50  0.60  0.00 

colomBostocK eXcHanGe - stocK marKet statistics 
08th-feB-2021 
marKet statistics 

eQuitY details todaY PrV.daY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) 4,799,415,846.05 5,166,753,511.25
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) 142,751,894 109,959,263
TRADES(NO.) 34,856 32,518
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.) 3,546,752,420,325.85 3,617,618,732,159.70

GoVt. securities todaY PrV.daY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) - -
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) - -
TRADES(NO.) - -
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.)  

corPorate deBt todaY PrV.daY
   3-Feb-21
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) -  13,075,000.00
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) -  125,000
TRADES(NO.) -  2

eQuitY indices todaY PrV.daY
PRICE INDICES  
CSE ALL SHARE INDEX 8,113.26 8,275.37
S&P SL 20 INDEX 3,227.66 3,304.30

TOTAL RETURN INDICES  
TRI ON ALL SHARES (ASTRI) 10,874.49 11,091.77
TRI ON S&P SL 20 INDEX (S&P SL20 (TR)) 5,301.14 5,427.01

security Volume **V.W.a. open High low **V.W.a. change
  Previous    Yesterday’s  (rs.)
  close    close
main Board

security Volume **V.W.a. open High low **V.W.a. change
  Previous    Yesterday’s  (rs.)
  close    close

 market statistics on 08.02.2021

coconut Products – Prices on 08.02.2021

1. FRESH COCONUT
Market Price 02Octh Oct –08 2020 Wholesale Retail 

(a)Large Size    Rs/Nut 72,00-75.00 80.00-90.00
Small Size        Rs/Nut 65.00-70.00 70.00-80.00

(b)Coconut Development Authority – Colombo Auction 24/09/2020 (For 
History Use)
Average Price 56,493,75
Offers 707,125
Nuts Trated 529,709

(c)Coconut Development Authority – Kuliyapitiya Auction 08.09.2020)
(For Industry Use)
Average 92.93 T
Nuts Offered 195,481
Nuts Traded 40,281

(d)Locally Traded (Farm-gate price)
 Rs. 1000 Nuts Rs/Mt (Husked Ex-
Mill)
Kurunegala Dist. 75,000-90,000 135,000-140,000
Puttalam Dist. 70,000-82,000 134,000-138,000
Gampaha Dist. 75,000-82,000 130,000-138,000
Hambantota Dist. 75,000-90,000 130,000-132,000

2. COPRA – (Locally Traded) (08.02.2021)
Copra Edible (Rs. /250 Kg) -
M.S. No.1 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) - 
82,500
M.S. No.2 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) - 
70,000
MO – (Milling Ordinary) Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 

Copra (At Colombo Auction)
Quality of Copra Offered (Kg)
Quality of Copra Sold  (Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra (Top Price) (Rs.250Kg)
M.S. No 1 Copra (Single Average Price) (Rs.250Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra (Mart Price) (Rs.250kg)
M.S. No.2 and 3 Copra(Single Average Price) (Rs.250kg)
M.S. No.2 and 3 Copra (Market Price) (Rs.250kg) 

3. DESICCATED COCONUT 
Fine Sri Lanka (Domestic) (Rs/Kg) 600-620 T
Medium  (Rs/Kg) 600-620 T

4. COCONUT OIL 
Local Wholesale Price (Rs/Mt) 495,000-530,000 N
Philippines (CIF-Rott)
(Oil World) (04/02/2021) (Rs/Mt) 272,716

5. POONAC  (Rs/Mt) 55,000 - 70,000 T

6. MATTRESS FIBRE (Rs/50kg) 1,000-1,250 T

7. OMAT FIBRE (FAQ) (Rs. /50 Kg) 4,000-5,000 T

8. MIX FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 1,350-1,500 T

9. BRISTLE FIBRE 1 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 5,000-7,000 T

10. BRISTLE FIBRE 2 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 7,500-8,500 T

11. COCONUT HUSKS (18.01.2021)
District Rs/per 1,000 husks 
Puttalam 4,000-5,000
Gampaha 4,000-5,000
Matara 4,000-5,500
Kurunegala 4,000-5,000

Coir Fibre (Moisture is more than 50%) Rs/Kg 7.00
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 40%-50% Rs/Kg 7.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 30%-40% Rs/Kg 8.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 20%-30% Rs/Kg 8.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 10%-20% Rs/Kg 10.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is less than 10% Rs/Kg 13.00

12. COCONUT SHELL (Rs./MT)  
26,500-27,500 T

13. COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL (Rs/MT) 100,000.00 T

14. COCONUT EKELS (Rs/MT) 43,000-45,000 T

T – Traded
N - Nominal
Courtesy: Coconut Development Authority

international operations department
08.02.2021

(1)The average rates of the following currencies quoted by commercial 
banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Transfers (TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as fol-
lows;

Currency  Buying Rate  Selling Rate

Australian Dollar  146.5957  151.4259
Canadian Dollar  149.0850  154.9650
Euro  229.7645  236.7012
Japanese Yen  1.8178  1.8648
Sterling Pound  262.2619  269.8318
US Dollar  191.9670  196.5069

(2)The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies based on pre-
vious day’s market weighted average rate for the US$ are as follows;

Country  Currency  Indicative Rate

Bahrain  Bahrain Dinar  513.8910
Kuwait  Kuwait Dinar  639.8180
Oman  Oman Rial  503.2258
Qatar  Qatar Riyal  53.1988
Saudi Arabia  Saudi Arabian Riyal  51.6494
UAE  UAE Dirham  52.7441

(3)The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) and the Lowest 
Prime Rate (LPR) during the week ended 05-Feb-2021, by all commer-
cial banks was 5.59 percent and 4.50 percent respectively.

(4)The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of commercial banks 
for the month of January- 2021 was 5.58 percent.

MARKET/NEWS
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The European 
Chamber of Com-
merce of Sri Lanka 
(ECCSL) will host 
a Webinar on 
“Paperless and 
Contactless Proce-
dure at the Port of 
Clearance” on Feb-
ruary 9 from 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m. The 
webinar will be 
held on Zoom.

The objective of 
this is to discuss 
the new Paperless 
and Contactless 
procedures at the 
Port of Clearance 
and how this sys-
tem can reduce 
delays and 
increase efficiency.

The panel of 
experts will con-
sist of: General 
(Retd.) R. M. 
Daya Ratnayake, 
Chairman, Sri Lanka Ports Authority;  Major Gen-
eral (Retd) Vijitha Ravipriya, Director General, Sri 
Lanka Customs; and Upul Jinadasa, General Man-
ager - Operations, South Asia Gateway Terminals 
(Pvt) Ltd (SAGT). 

The webinar will be moderated by Ahamed ur 
Rahman, Chief Operating Officer, DHL Global For-
warding Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. It will be sponsored by A. 
Baur & Co. (Pvt) Ltd as the Corporate Partner, John 
Keells Logistics (Pvt) Ltd and Sri Lanka Shipping 
Company Limited as the Gold and Silver Sponsor 
with Flipit and Blue Lotus 360 as the Creative and 
Digital Partners. The link for registration for the 
webinar is www.bluelotus360.com/eccsl.

More details could be obtained from email: client-
servicing@eccsl.lk or invest.trade@eccsl.lk

ECCSL to host 
webinar today
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AVIATION/TRAVEL

 Singapore Airlines (SIA) has 
been awarded the Diamond rating 
– the highest level attainable – in 
the APEX Health Safety powered 
by SimpliFlying audit of global 
airlines.   

Aitken Spence is the General 
Sales Agency (GSA) for Singa-
pore Airlines in Sri Lanka and is 
the longest standing GSA repre-
sentation in the Singapore Air-
lines network worldwide. 

The diamond rating is the high-

est achievable level for the audit, 
marking at least 200 points above 
the minimum gold standard deter-
mined by APEX and SimpliFly-
ing for passenger safety and well-
being. 

Yeoh Phee Teik, Senior Vice 
President Customer Experience, 
Singapore Airlines, said: “Early 
in the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
undertook a comprehensive 
review of our health and safety 
measures together with our part-

ners and regulators, in consulta-
tion with medical experts, and by 
taking on board customer feed-
back.  

“Our teams deep-dived into 
many check points along the end-
to-end customer journey. We rein-
forced existing procedures where 
necessary, enhanced some of 
them, introduced new measures to 
supplement them, and used digital 
technologies to complement them 
and support a more seamless trav-

el experience.”Dr. Joe Leader, 
CEO of APEX, said: “Singapore 
Airlines’ commitment to customer 
well-being shines via a contact-
less journey management bol-
stered by best-in-class onboard 
hygiene. 

As a Diamond health safety 
certified airline, Singapore Air-
lines has gone a step beyond 
investing in their passengers’ 
wellness by implementing the lat-
est advances in testing and health 

passport technology.”  Shashank 
Nigam, CEO of SimpliFlying, 
said: “Singapore Airlines has 
raised the bar for health safety 
standards in the industry with ini-
tiatives such as near-touch check-
in kiosks, mobile notifications for 
baggage delays and digitisation 
of in-flight menus and maga-
zines. Taking hospital-grade 
measures in ensuring health safe-
ty will help bolster trust among 
travellers.”  

Singapore Airlines awarded Diamond rating in global airline health, safety audit

Aitken Spence Travels, 
one of the leading DMC in 
Sri Lanka working in part-
nership with TUI Kazakh-
stan, welcomed the coun-
try’s first charter from 
Kazakhstan on February 6, 
2021 after the airports reo-
pened for tourist arrivals. 

There will be two charters 
operating from Kazakhstan 
and it will be a first since 
the Sri Lankan borders re-
opened for tourists. Air 
Astana flight will be a 
weekly flight operating 
every Saturday and is 
expected to continue till 
April 2021. 

In addition, SCAT Air-
lines will also operate week-
ly flights every Thursday 
and will continue till April 
2021. The combined passen-
ger strength is approximate-
ly 350 passengers a week 
and the flights will land at 
the Mahinda Rajapaksa 
International Airport, Matta-
la conforming to the health 
and safety guidelines.

Aitken Spence Travels as 
the local DMC engaged in 
this operation, began talks 
with TUI Kazakhstan when 
the government was making 
plans to re-open the airports 
using the ‘bio bubble’ con-
cept. The ‘bio bubble’ will 
give visitors a relative 
amount of freedom to travel 
within the country while 
observing safety protocols.

The charters from 
Kazakhstan is a result of 
gaining the confidence from 
our tour operators to pro-
mote Sri Lanka as a safe and 
secure travel destination to 
be explored and enjoyed by 
their holiday makers. 

Nalin Jayasundera, Man-
aging Director of Aitken 
Spence Travels stated; “This 
is an investment from Ait-
ken Spence Travels to revive 
the Tourism Industry as a 
whole. The Tourism Author-
ity has stipulated highstand-
ards of health guidelines and 
protocols. However, we are 
confident that even with 
these challenging conditions 
the operations would be a 
success. We look forward to 
a larger scale operation in 
the future from Russia and 
CIS region based on the suc-
cess of this operation.”

“ We must acknowledge 
and thank the Government 
and the Minister of Tourism 
for taking steps in opening 
up the borders of the country 
to restart tourism in Sri 
Lanka after a lapse of ten 
months”.

Aitken Spence Travels has 
identified Kazakhstan as a 
medium market that has 
immense potential to expand 
tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka. 
The average stay is 7 nights 
while 20% of the bookings 
are for the two weeks dura-
tion.

Aitken Spence Travels facilitates first 
Charter Flight from Kazakhstan

nalin Jayasundera, md of aitken spence travels 
with tilak Weerasinghe md of lsr at mria 

Air Astana, the flag carrier of 
Kazakhstan launched direct 
weekly flights to Mattala airport, 
last Saturday from Almaty. The 
inaugural flight carried with 169 
passengers.  

Lanka Sportreizen (LSR) is the 
Sri Lankan GSA for the airline.  

The service will be operated 
using the new Airbus A321LR, 
which is configured with 16 Busi-
ness class and 150 Economy class 
seats. The lie-flat business class 
seats are equipped with individual 
16-inch screens, with four of 16 

seats offering additional personal 
space. Economy class features 
Recaro seats, which provide 
increased comfort for long flights 
and are equipped with individual 
10-inch screens.   

The airline commenced its 
operations in May 2002 as a joint 
venture between Kazakhstan’s 
national wealth fund, Samruk 
Kazyna, and BAE Systems (UK), 
with respective shares of 51% 
and 49%.   

Air Astana is a full-service 
international carrier. Air Astana 

operates the youngest fleet in the 
world with 32 brand new aircraft 
including Boeing 767, Airbus 
A320/A320neo, Airbus A321/
A321neo/ A321LR and Embraer 
E190-E2.   

Air Astana became the first 
carrier from Russia, the Com-
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and Eastern Europe to be 
awarded a prestigious 4-Star rat-
ing by SkyTrax at its World Air-
line Awards 2012 and was also 
named ‘The Best Airline in Cen-
tral Asia and India’ that year. 

Air Astana launches direct flights to Mattala

some of the passengers at 
mria Pictures by Sulochana Gamage

oneworld has partnered 
with travel tech company 
sherpa to offer the alli-
ance’s customers the most 
up-to-date information on 
government entry and travel 
restrictions,  making it easi-
er to plan travel.

Customers  may  visit  
the  portal at https://www.
oneworld.com/covid-19/
oneworld-together  to  
retrieve  information specif-
ic to their journey, includ-
ing government entry 
restrictions,  testing require-
ments, health documenta-
tion  and  quarantine  rules 
at  their  destinations.  

The portal enhancement, 
powered by Sherpa data,  
will assist customers in 
knowing what to expect 
prior to embarking on their 
travel.

First launched in July 
2020, the oneworld custom-
er information portal has 
served as a customer 
resource for information on 
the various health and well-
being measures implement-
ed by oneworld member 
airlines and major airports 
in the oneworld global net-
work. 

oneworld  CEO  Rob  
Gurney  said:  “We  recog-
nise  that  customers  plan-

ning  their  travel  will  
need  to  check  govern-
ment  entry  and  travel  
restrictions.  The portal 
enhancements that  we  
have  introduced  will  help 
customers access up-to-date 
information pertaining to 
government restrictions and 
COVID-19 measures.”

sherpa  Co-Founder  and  
CEO  Max  Tremaine  said: 
“Our  data  aggregates  the  
most  recent  updates  from  
thousands of sources such 
as Government websites, 
tourism boards and WHO, 
helping to reduce complexi-
ty for travellers. This 
launch demonstrates one-
world’s commitment to 
delivering a seamless and 
personalised customer 
experience for the members 
of their global alliance.”

oneworld enhances customer information portal

 rob  Gurney  

Classic Travel, the IATA 
accredited subsidiary of 
Expolanka Holdings PLC, 
won a Restart Resilience 
Award under the Service 
Sector Large Category at the 
SLIM Brand Excellence 
Awards 2020. 

Organized for the first 
time by SLIM Sri Lanka, the  
Restart Resilience Award 
was awarded to recognize 
and reward the outstanding 
efforts of organizations 
which withstood and over-
came the challenges result-
ing from the pandemic.  

“While being deeply 
affected by the many impli-
cations of the COVID-19’ 
pandemic in Sri Lanka, 
which brought the global 

travel industry to a deafen-
ing halt, Classic nevertheless 
strived hard to offer an unin-
terrupted service to its cus-
tomers. As we come back 
bolder and stronger in the 
new normal, we will contin-
ue to invest our efforts in 
maintaining consistently 
good customer services 
through an enhanced travel 
service portfolio. “stated 
Shiham Imamudeen, Chief 
Executive Officer of Classic 
Travel.   

The stringent awarding 
process evaluated numerous 
financial and operational 
areas, including the compa-
ny’s response to mitigate the 
impact of the pandemic on 
its internal and external 

stakeholders, how it mini-
mized the impact of operat-
ing efficiencies across the 
organization, its revised pro-
cess and strategy, perfor-
mance during the crisis as 
well as its business continui-
ty plan for future crises.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
resulted in new challenges 
across organizations. It 
brought certain industries 
like travel and leisure a vir-
tual complete stop whilst 
creating demand pressures to 
online transaction businesses 
which were not ready for the 
surge. It disrupted supply 
chains, route to market exe-
cution and customer interac-
tions. SLIM Brand Excel-
lence Awards 2020 was host-

ed to recognize these compa-
nies that stood strong in the 
face of disruptive change.   

Additionally, Classic 
Travel won the gold award 
for Brand of the year in B2B 
category at SLIM Brand 
excellence awards 2018 and 
was awarded as a ‘Great 

Places to Work’ for five con-
secutive years.  

Classic Travel is part of 
EXPOLANKA HOLDINGS 
PLC, which operates in a 
diverse range of sectors 
throughout Asia and much of 
Southern Africa and the 
USA. 

classic travel ceo,shiham imamudeen and Head of 
marketing, Zafrana nafees receiving the restart 
resilience award at slim awards

Classic Travel wins  ‘Resilience’ award 
at SLIM Brand Excellence

Oasis Ayurveda Beach 
Resort Sisilasagama, Ham-
bantota, will open a large 
part of its hotel to accom-
modate local guests. This is 
after a lapse of 30 years.

The property owned by 
diversified entrepreneur 
Sumith Ekanayake, 
engaged in export of virgin 
coconut oil to Japan and other busi-
nesses focusing on the agro sector, 
diversified 30 years ago and opened 
this property. It was the first purposely 
built largest four star Ayurveda hotel in 
Sri Lanka and mainly targeted the Ger-
man tourists.

General Manager, Oasis Ayurveda 
Beach, Dinesh Dasanayake said that the 
hotel maintained over 90% occupancy 
throughout its operations mainly due to 
its unparalleled European standard of 
service. 

“However with the COVID-19 pan-
demic the hotel operations 
came to a standstill and the 
management then decided to 
reinvest in completely refur-
bishing and adding more 
features to the hotel.”

 “Due to numerous 
requests especially from 
families and the corporate 
sector we have now decided 
to open the hotel to locals as 
well.”

“As there is a growing 

demand for weddings and large confer-
ences we invested around Rs. 400 mil-
lion for a 300 cover banquet hall with 
modern facilities. The construction 
began last year and 50% has been com-
pleted and this would be ready by  the 
end of the year.”

The Oasis Ayurveda Beach Resort 
now offers 2 suites, 10 chalets and 38 
superior rooms with balconies, free 
Wi-Fi, air-conditioning, cable TV, safe-
ty deposit boxes, mini bar and host of 
other facilities. It also has a private 
beach, a large swimming pool with a 
special kiddie’s area and host of sports 
activities that include fitness facilities, 
squash, badminton and tennis court 
pool table and many other services.

Featuring a bar and a pool bar the 

4-star hotel has a 24-hour front desk, 
room service and a children’s play-
ground. 

Employed in the hotel sector for over 
23 years Dasanayake started as a 
housekeeper with Amaya Lake and 
worked with many local star class 
hotels before moving to Dubai, Africa 
and the Maldives. Due to the Southern 
highway exit 10 minutes away from the 
hotel they receiving many corporate 
MICE events for which they offer two 
halls.’

He said the hotel is also popular 
among families due to the facilities and 
special rates and also due to nearby 

attractions such as Yala, Bundala and 
Uda Walawa National Parks, Ridiyaga-
ma Safari Park and other places of his-
toric interest for which hotel arranges 
excursions. 

He said that with the C-19 Pandemic 

there is a demand for wellness tourism 
and they hope to offer part of the hotel 
under tight health guidelines for long 
stay foreigners after the impact on the 
pandemic reduces and the vaccination 
process is fully completed.

First four star Ayurveda hotel in Sri Lanka

 Oasis Ayurveda Resort, H’tota,  opens for locals after 3 decades

chairman, sumith ekanayake

Gm,  dinesh dasanayake
oasis ayurveda Beach resort
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Ceylon Biscuits Limited and CBL 
Natural Foods Private Limited were 
ranked among the 40 Best Work-
places in Sri Lanka 2020 by Great 
Place to Work while, CBL Natural 
Foods was also ranked among the 
10 Best Workplaces for Women; 
recognizing its efforts to empower 
women in the workforce and value 
chain.

With over 85% of its dynamic work-
force falling into the category of mil-
lennials, CBL Exports was also ranked 

among the 10 Best Workplaces for Mil-
lennials in 2020. 

CBL Group subsidiaries Ceylon Bis-
cuits, CBL Natural Foods Private Lim-
ited and CBL Exports registered and 
were certified as Great Places to Work. 
The certification recognizes the com-
mitment of these companies to develop 
the people and culture of their organi-
zations. 

“Our companies being ranked among 
Sri Lanka’s 40 Best Workplaces and 
among the 10 Best Workplaces in Sri 
Lanka for Women and Millennials is a 

strong testimony to CBL’s commitment 
to living our core values through pur-
pose driven business.” said Sheamalee 
Wickramasingha Group Managing 
Director of the CBL Group. She 
explains that the Group has always 
focused on building a strong perfor-
mance driven caring culture strength-
ened by core values of caring, quality, 
innovation and integrity and, ensuring 
that the right people are in the right 
position with the necessary tools and 
support for development is vital to 
achieving this goal.

Ceylon Biscuits, CBL Natural Foods among 
40 Best Great Places to Work 

the ceylon Biscuit limited team at the awards ceremony, receives the Great Place to Work accolade

the cBl natural foods limited team receives the award in recognition of their best practices

SLIIT hosted a Curtin Univer-
sity Open Day on January 16, to 
provide prospective students with 
vital information about the Curtin 
University Computing and Engi-
neering programs offered at 
SLIIT International in Colombo. 

In view of the health concerns, 
the Curtin Open Day was held 
via online platforms such as 
Zoom, Facebook and YouTube. 
The event was designed to help 
students make an informed deci-
sion about one of the most 
important steps they take in life – 
pursuing higher education.

Prospective students were 
taken through a series of presen-
tations, virtual tours, and activi-
ties to help them discover the 
strengths, unique features, and 
career prospects of the Curtin 
programs offered at SLIIT Inter-
national in Colombo and deter-
mine if those are in line with 
their hopes and aspirations.  
Amongst other things, students 
could learn how the Curtin pro-
grams would help them unlock 
international opportunities for 
professional careers. 

Prof. Seth Kunin, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor International of Cur-
tin University, Australia made a 
special guest appearance and 
drew attention to the measures in 
place to assure quality and stand-
ard of the programs offered in 
Colombo.  Over 21 Q&A ses-
sions, focusing on individual pro-
grams, enabled the students and 
parents to engage with experts in 
the respective fields. Students 
appreciated these sessions that 
gave them the opportunity to ask 
questions, seek clarifications and 
learn more about the programs.

Deans of Faculty, Heads of 
Department and SLIIT Lecturers 
in the relevant disciplines were 
available to provide information 
and clarifications. Moreover, the 
participating students had the 
opportunity to virtually witness 
the SLIIT International Campus, 
the modern, state-of-the-art facil-
ity at Nawam Mawatha in 
Colombo 02. No doubt, the par-
ents were pleased, and the stu-
dents were inspired.

Commenting on the day’s pro-
ceedings, Dr. Athula Pitigala 

Arachchi, Deputy Vice Chancel-
lor International of SLIIT noted, 
“SLIIT-Curtin University Virtual 
Open Day provided an ideal 
opportunity for prospective stu-
dents to learn more about Cur-
tin’s courses and the promising 
careers they lead to. I am sure 
they understood the value of 
obtaining an internationally rec-
ognized qualification from a 
global university to propel their 
careers. Students were also excit-
ed about the caring culture and 
supportive learning environment 
we are creating for them.”

Prof. Mahesha Kapurubandara, 
Dean International of SLIIT said, 
“We at SLIIT are committed to 
helping our students achieve their 
full potential. In today’s dynamic 
and connected world, the Curtin 
programs provide the ideal cur-
riculum to prepare our students 
for the future.”

As a centre of excellence, 
SLIIT continues to be deeply 
committed to disseminating 
knowledge, fostering innovation, 
and producing world class pro-
fessionals. 

SLIIT hosts Curtin University Open Day

 curtin university Virtual open day 2021

“Cargills: Village to Home” an initiative by Car-
gills Food City, created with the intention of 
strengthening the country’s SME entrepreneurs by 
offering them a platform to engage with a wider 
network of customers, recommenced at Rawatha-
watta with all the necessary health and safety guide-
lines. 

Previously held at Kandana, Pelawatte and Mal-
abe these events were well received by the general 
public.

However, with the resurgence of the pandemic in 
the country last October, this initiative had to be put 
on hold. This initiative commenced at Food City 
Rawathawatta and as done previously, several local 
entrepreneurs as partners to promote their diverse 

range of products in demarcated stalls were invited. 
Featuring a host of local boutique shops ranging 
from handloom and handicraft products to ayurve-
dic cosmetics, a variety of snacks was also on offer.

“The thinking behind this initiative was to broad-
en the reach of our local SMEs by giving them a 
marketplace. We also look to further improve their 
livelihoods by sharing our expertise in packaging, 
marketing and quality assurance,” an official from 
Cargills said.

Cargills Bank will continue to provide financial 
support to SME entrepreneurs, helping them to 
grow and serve a larger market. Moving forward, 
we will continue to host Cargills: “Village to 
Home” at selected Food City outlets.’

Cargills: ‘Village to Home’ 
recommences at Rawathawatta

some highlights from cargills: “Village to Home” event at rawathawatta. Pictures by Saliya Rupasinghe

Samsung Galaxy S21 
series now 
in Sri Lanka  

Galaxy S21 series is available in 
stores, giving eager customers in Sri 
Lanka the chance to get their hands 
on the ultimate smartphone experi-
ence.  

Designed for the way we live now, 
the Galaxy S21 series brings a suite 
of new features to Samsung’s flag-
ship smartphone line up that make 
your everyday moments epic.   

For over a decade, the Galaxy S 
series has delivered groundbreaking, 
flagship mobile experiences for peo-
ple who rely on their smartphone for 
expression, connection and entertain-
ment. The new Galaxy S21 series 
builds on this legacy to offer a pre-
mium flagship experience.  

Made for the way we live now, the 
Galaxy S21 series is loaded with 
state-of-the-art innovations so you 
can make the most of every moment. 
The new flagship series debuts a 
head-turning, iconic design, an epic 
pro-grade camera for users of any 
skill level and the most advanced 
processor ever in a Galaxy device. 
All this comes with the connectivity, 
power and performance that only 
Samsung can deliver.  

With a bold new style, Galaxy S21 
series is built for expression. While 
the Galaxy S21 is designed for those 
who want a light design and compact 
6.2-inch display, the Galaxy S21+ 
sports an expanded 6.7-inch display 
and a larger battery, perfect for mara-
thon gamers and binge-watchers. 
Galaxy S21 Ultra is the largest mem-
ber of the Galaxy S21 series with a 
6.8-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X dis-
play and Samsung’s most intelligent 
screen to date. The Galaxy S21 
series introduces an all-new, iconic 
Contour Cut Camera housing that 
seamlessly blends into the device’s 
metal frame for a sleek, yet striking, 
aesthetic. Each device is coated with 
a luxurious haze finish on the back 
for a sophisticated look and feel and 
will be available in a range of eye-
catching colours.  

Galaxy S21 Ultra delivers Sam-
sung’s most advanced pro-grade 
camera system that features a quad 
rear camera and an upgraded 108MP 
pro sensor, for capturing 12-bit HDR 
photos with 64 times richer colour 
data and more than three times wider 
dynamic range. For the first time on 
a Galaxy smartphone, you can shoot 
in 4K at 60fps across all lenses 
including front and rear four lenses.   

The Galaxy S21 series features the 
latest and most advanced smartphone 
chipset yet in a Galaxy for greater 
speed, energy efficiency, and 
advanced computing capabilities to 
support 5G connectivity and on-
device AI. All three smartphones 
pack the power you need to process 
photos, record 8K videos, enjoy a 
cloud gaming marathon and make 
the perfect video clips.   

The devices are available to pur-
chase island-wide authorized dealers 
of Softlogic Mobile Distribution and 
John Keells Office Automation.    

A popular menswear brand, Croco-
dile, was awarded at the SLIM Digi 
Awards 2.0, earning for itself a seat 
among the country’s most successful 
brands, all recognised for the effec-
tive implementation of their digital 
campaigns.  

The highly-anticipated annual 
awards ceremony, held on January 
21, highlighted digital excellence in 
the marketing arena.  

Amongmany contenders for the 
title in the Retail category, Croco-
dile’s #Upgrade campaign was 
awarded for the coveted ‘Best Inte-
grated Digital Marketing Campaign’. 
The campaign was created with the 
premise of exploring the menswear 
specialist’s success in the Sri Lankan 
market, witha key focus on the 
impact and outcomes of the digital 
marketing strategy of the brand.  

 “The goal of our campaign was to 
inspire men with different lifestyles 
to awaken, inspire, and engage; 

instilling in our customer base the 
need to upgrade themselves by 
upgrading their fashion preferences,” 
said Chamal Fonseka, General Man-
ager of Crocodile Lanka, commenting 
on the win. “We are extremely 
pleased to have been recognised for 
our efforts in bringing value to our 
clients and industry, and through 
adopting and harnessing these digital 
tools to constantly upgrade our own 
efforts, we hope to be able to create 
more compelling content for the ben-
efit of our client base.’’  

Launched and hosted by the Sri 
Lanka Institute of Marketing 
(SLIM), the national body for Mar-
keting in Sri Lanka, the SLIM Digi 
Awards is held every year with the 
aim to honour and acknowledge the 
most memorable digital content 
across a wide playing field of sec-
tors, while also highlighting the cru-
cial role played by digital in the 
marketing industry.   

 Crocodile celebrates 
SLIM Digi Awards  

digibrush team lead Janidu siriwardena and crocodile lanka 
General manager chamal fonseka receive the award for ‘Best inte-
grated digital marketing campaign’ at the slim digi award   
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JAYAWARDANE   

T
oo many young 
people in this 
day and age have 
a sense of enti-
tlement. And 

that is where they fail. Perfect Pre-
fects features Head Girl of Anula 

Devi Balika Vidyalaya, Galle, Dilki 
Rashmika Sandamini who has earned 

the respect of others, because of her 
exemplary behaviour.  Humility is not 

low self- esteem but rather high self –
esteem, without being egocentric. 

Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda 
Ardern once said – “I really rebel against 
this idea that politics has to be a place full 
of ego and where you’re constantly focused 
on scoring hits against each other. Yes, we 
need a robust democracy, but you can be 
strong, and you can be kind.”    The best 
way to start your school life is by being 
humble. It is never too late to start. You 
will find that those who are humble and 
who do not have a sense of entitlement 
are more likely to succeed than others. 
These two traits combined with the per-
son’s inborn talents is the key to suc-
cess. You have to earn respect, 
because people will not respect you if 

they feel you don’t deserve it. 
Expecting people to do so is the 

height of arrogance and the 
height of foolishness. Research-

ers in the field of psychology 
who study entitled individu-

als have 
discovered 

that people with a 
sense of entitlement are 

more likely to create conflict.    
We know that there is the dark side 

of human nature where greed, selfishness 
and blind ignorance run riot. There is also 
a dark side to society. Poverty forces people 
into crime and because of unemployment 
and the cost of living, people despair when 
they are unable to provide for themselves 
and their families.   “My secret to success 
is hard work and humility. Though we can-
not change the world, we can change our-
selves and with our collective effort we can 
change the world. If we want to change our 
lives, then we need to take the initiative. I 
would like to make a positive difference in 
society. I think one can create change by 
being a living example. Humility and 
respect are so important when forming 
relationships. Relationships are key to 
peace,” said Sandamini.   

When we talk about Health we talk about 
mental health and physical health.  Neglect-
ing both mental health and physical health 
is inviting disaster - the worst kind. If men-
tal health suffers your physical health suf-
fers and if your physical health suffers your 
mental health suffers. According to the 
WHO (2019), Depression is a common 
mental disorder and one of the main causes 
of disability worldwide. Globally, an esti-
mated 264 million people are affected by 
depression.  Bipolar disorder affects about 
45 million people worldwide. Up to 5 mil-
lion deaths a year could be averted if the 
global population was more active. Regular 
physical activity can reduce the risk of 
hypertension, coronary heart disease, 
stroke, diabetes, various types of cancer 
and depression.    

  “When looking at society what really 
concerns me is the Health Sector. Making 
it better and more effective is something 
that really makes me passionate,” pointed 
out Sandamini.  When Sandamini speaks 
about making the Health Sector more effec-
tive, what she is saying is consistent with 
the policies/ constitution of the World 
Health Organization. 

WHO states that the achievement of any 

State in the promotion and protection of 
health is of value to all. WHO also states 
that the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of health is one of the fundamen-
tal rights of every human being without 
distinction of race, religion, and political 
belief, economic or social condition.     
“Having good qualities and a good educa-
tion for me is very important. My ambition 
is to be a doctor. Professionals who prac-
tice medicine are indispensable,” added 
Sandamini.   2020 is the year that we truly 
began to appreciate the medical community 
throughout the world for standing bravely 
on the front lines in the war against 
Covid19 putting their lives at risk for us. 
These are the unsung heroes.  “My biggest 
inspiration in life is my mother. She is my 
first teacher. As a child I understood how 
hard she worked and she is such a blessing 
to me. She always motivates me. I must 
also mention my school. It has been a huge 
influence in my life and has helped me to 
form my character. It is the biggest reason 
for who I am today. I cannot forget my 
Madam Principal and my teachers. They 
have always been behind me, guiding me 
and supporting me. Last but not least my 
sisters at school, they too have supported 
me,” stated Sandamini.  She also explained 
that Sri Lanka is a proud nation. Sri Lanka 
is home to many cultures, languages, reli-
gions and ethnicities. All of this forms a 
unique Sri Lankan identity.   “We have a 
rich culture and we live in a beautiful coun-
try. I think we should try and live peaceful-
ly in this country. We defeated the worst 
terrorist group in the world. We struggled 
together and then we rejoiced together 
after the end of the Civil War. We can be 
hopeful about our future. We should main-
tain our traditions and appreciate our cul-
ture,” said Sandamini.      At school events, 
she is able to delegate tasks and has confi-
dence that her master plan will be carried 
out to perfection by her guild. She is 
respected by her guild so she is able to 
organize her workload.  She is able to pri-
oritize her goals and meet the deadlines 
systematically.  

PARAGON     
of 

HUMILITY 
Anula Devi Balika 
Vidyalaya, Galle

With the school netball team At the All Island Tournament 2019

Taking oaths as Head Girl

Principal welcoming Head Girl at the Children’s Day celebrations 
2020

Heading the Head Board
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The Dubai  Miracle Garden, with numerous 
selfie-perfect floral artistries, is the world’s 
largest natural flower garden. It reopened on 

November 1, 2019. 
The Emirates A380 made of millions of flowers 

earned for Dubai Miracle  Garden a Guinness World 
Record title for featuring ‘The world’s largest floral 
structure forming the shape of A380’. 

More than 65 million flowers are arranged in 2D 
and 3D designs at the Dubai  Miracle Garden. It has 
a walking track for those who want to enjoy a lei-
surely walk amid the floral artistry. 

Located in the heart of Dubai, the 72,000-square-
metre destination is brought to life with an bight 

flowers which is also the largest display of the 
most fragrant and colourful blooms, with 
over 50 million flowers of 120 varieties. It 
has already earned at least four Guin-
ness World Records.

This is one of the city's most-
awaited winter season tourist des-
tinations. Colourful, original 
designs and record-breaking 
attractions continue to be a big draw 
for tourists, both domestic and interna-
tional. 

Gulf News

The small town of 
Nuoro, on Italy’s Sar-
dinia island, is home 
to what many are call-

ing the world’s rarest pasta, an 
intricate, hand-made treat that 
only a handful of people can 
make.

Known as su filindeu (in Sar-
dinia’s Sardo dialect), or Fili di 
Dio (in Italian), and translated 
as threads of God, this tradi-
tional pasta had been linked to 
La Festa di San Francesco, an 
ancient religious ritual celebrat-
ed every year, in May. For the 
past two hundred years, the 
only way to try threads of god 
pasta was to complete a 33km 
pilgrimage on foot or horseback 
from Nuoro to the village  of 
Lula. But because this sacred 
dish is in serious danger of 
becoming extinct, the only 
three women in the world who 
know how to make it, have 
been trying to save it by mak-
ing it more accessible.

A 67-year-old named Paola 
Abraini picked up the skills to 
make threads of god pasta from 
her mother, who also learned 
them from her mother, and so 
on for many generations. How-
ever, only one of her two daugh-
ters knows the basic technique, 
but lacks the passion and the 
patience necessary to carry on 
the family tradition. 

The only other two women 
who she managed to pass on 
her knowledge to – Abraini’s 
niece and her sister-in-law – 
don’t have any daughters to 

pass the secrets to, so su filin-
deu is in grave danger of van-
ishing.

In recent years, Paola Abraini 
became so desperate to save 
the pasta she so loves that she 
went to local authorities asking 
her to help set up a school for 
girls willing to become su filin-
deu makers. They told her 
there was no money for schools, 
so she decided to invite girls 
into her home and teach them. 
That didn’t go well either, 
because making the threads of 
god isn’t the easiest thing in 
the world.

“It didn’t go well,” 
Abraini told the BBC, in 
2015. 

“The problem was that 
once they saw how I actu-
ally do it, they’d say, ‘It’s 
just too much work’, and 
wouldn’t come back.”

But she refuse to give up, 
and has since been invited 
to Rome to showcase her 

su filindeu m a k i n g 
skills, by food and wine mag-
azine Gambero Rosso. She also 
started making the rare pasta 
for several restaurants in the 
Italian capital to have it served 
to non-pilgrims for the first 
time, all in an attempt to save 
the rare dish.

But why is threads of god 
pasta so difficult to make? It 
only consists of three ingredi-
ents – semolina flower, water 
and salt – but because every-

thing is made by hand, it’s the 
process itself that’s grueling. 
After mixing the ingredients, 
the dough is kneaded for a very 
long time to stretch the gluten, 
the key to making the extreme-
ly long and thin strands. Once 
it’s flexible enough, the stretch-
ing begins.

Paola Abraini rolls the dough 
into 8 long, thin strands, then 
folds them, cuts them in half 
and stretches them again. The 
process is repeated 32 times, 
until 256 extremely thin 
threads of pasta are obtained. 

Just to get an idea of how 
thin the pasta gets, they are 
about half as thin as the 
more well known angel hair 
pasta.

Then the strands are 
stretched over a round, flat 
tray called a fundu in three 
overlapping layers, and left 
in the sun for a few hours, to 
dry. The layers of pasta stick 
together, thus creating a 

fabric-like design. Pieces of this 
edible tapestry are then broken 
and cooked.

The process is easy enough 
to understand, but getting it 
just right has apparently been a 
problem for most people, even 
seasoned cooks.

“Many people say that I have 
a secret I don’t want to reveal,” 
Abraini told the BBC. “But the 
secret is right in front of you. 
It’s in my hands.”  In 2015, a 
team of engineers from interna-
tionally-known pasta brand 
Barilla visited the threads of 
god master, hoping to find 
ways of reproduce the pasta 
with a machine. They appar-
ently failed. Then, chef super-
star Jamie Oliver visited 
Abraini and tried to learn her 
technique, but gave up after 
two hours of trying. And these 
are only the most notable 
examples, hundreds others 
have tried and failed.  

According to Slow Food 
International’s Ark of Taste, a 
project that aims to classify and 
preserve the world’s most 
endangered culinary traditions, 
out of the nearly 4,000 listed 
items, su filindeu is both the 
world’s rarest and most endan-
gered pasta.

“This is one of the most at-
risk foods of becoming extinct, 
in large part because it’s one of 
the most difficult pastas to 
make that exists, said Raffaella 
Ponzio, head coordinator of 
Ark of Taste. 

Oddity Central

For London-
based sculp-
tor Kate 
M c c G w i re , 

repurposing found 
materials into illuso-
ry works of art is a 
central part of the 
creative process. She 
says, “I gather, col-
late, re-use, layer, 
peel, burn, reveal, 
locate, question, 
duplicate, play, and 
photograph.” Her 
recent installation 
Discharge is a sinu-
ous five-meter-tall 
sculpture that cascades 
from a massive wooden 
bookcase. MccGwire used 
approximately 10,000 gray 
and white pigeon feathers 
to create the striking 
curved shape and undulat-
ing waves at the base.

The artist amassed her 
extensive collection of 
plumage from pigeon rac-
ers, which she sorted by 
curvature in her studio, 
before collating them into 
abstract shapes. 

“When visitors see the 
piece for the first time 
they are drawn to the phe-
nomenal scale, rhythmic 
patterning, movement, 
and perfection of the 
piece,” MccGwire says. 
“But are often perturbed 
and revolted when they 
understand what the mate-
rial is.” 

This twofold experience 
is intentional, as the artist 
wants the viewer to see 
the transformation of over-
looked materials into 

something that is aestheti-
cally fascinating.

Discharge is one of the 
nine installations MccG-
wire created for her exhibi-
tion Menagerie at the 
Harewood House in West 
Yorkshire, England. While 
this sculpture occupies the 
library, another piece, enti-
tled Cavort, is displayed 
on the floor of The Yellow 
Drawing Room. There, 
MccGwire connects 
pigeon feathers of varying 
hues to create mesmeriz-
ing patterns, as though it 
were an embroidered tap-
estry. At the center is a 
large motif of a flower 
made of brown plumes, 
and surrounding it are 
swirls of gray and white 
feathers. “Menagerie 
shines a spotlight on the 
‘common’ bird and con-
nects the themes of nature, 
sustainability, and art,” a 
statement from Harewood 
House says.

My Modern Met

Striking pigeon 
feathers installation

Twisting carbon-absorbing tower

 flowers
DisneylanD

in the Desert
 of

World’s 
rarest 

pasta

Paris-based architecture firm 
Vincent Callebaut Architec-
tures is known for their green 
designs and are often referred 

to as ecological architects. In 2010, the 
firm won a competition for a sustaina-
ble residential tower for Taipei’s Xinjin 
District. Now, images of the Tao  Zhu 
Yin  Yuan Tower show that the struc-
ture is almost completed and that the 
green firm is certainly living up to its 
name. Pockets of vibrant green spaces 
spring from the balconies of the twist-
ing tower and from the base of the 
building.

But this incredible landscaping- 
designed by SWA - is not just for the 
aesthetic. An impressive 23,000 trees 
scattered across the project will absorb 
up to 130 tons of carbon dioxide annu-
ally. The construction of the building 
itself was also carefully planned to be 
more environmentally friendly in a 
process called eco-construction. This 
means that the firm, the client, and all 

consultants had to care-
fully plan the process to 
lower the overall environ-
mental footprint of the 
massive construction 
endeavor.

As for the twist, Vin-
cent Callebaut Architec-
tures carefully considered 
the surrounding context 
and designed the dramat-
ic gesture to create views 
of important surrounding 
landmarks. Residents of 
the tower should have a 
clearer view of Taipei’s 
CBD - central business district - and 
most notably, Taipei 101, the sky-
scraper formerly known as the Taipei  
World Financial  Center.

In return, the city gets an incredible 
new view as well! The twisting build-
ing takes on an interesting new iden-
tity when viewed from any side, as 
demonstrated by the many different 

silhouettes that can be seen from the 
below photos. Some angles make the 
tower seem like a rounded pyramid, 
while others accentuate the twist as 
the building seems to pull away from 
the viewer. This dynamic form is sure 
to become an iconic landmark for the 
city.

My Modern Met

C
ats are our 
favourite pets 
who somehow 
manage to sur-

prise us every single 

day. Like, for example, 

there’s a cat named 

Bean who absolutely 

adores bananas and the 

photos of him licking 

this fruit have gone 

viral lately, mostly 

because they’re adora-

ble and a bit inappro-

priate. 
Bean’s owner says 

that her pet tasted 

bananas for the first 

time when he was 

about nine months old. 

He wanted only a sniff 

and ended up lik-

ing this fruit very 

much. Now, cats 

shouldn’t be eating 

too much fruit, 

including bananas, 

so, unfortunately, 

Bean doesn’t get to 

eat his favorite 

treat too often.
“His vet knows 

about it because 

we’ve seen her 

several times 

this last year or 

so for his bouts 

of uveitis that 

he’s had a small 

problem with 

but he’s doing 

great and it is 

unrelated. She got 

quite a kick out of his 

photos. Banana would 

be unhealthy for a cat if 

consumed regularly 

though. So it’s definite-

ly not a diet staple for 

him,” Bean’s owner 

told Bored Panda.
Bean’s other favour-

ite snacks include 

Noosa Yogurt, scram-

bled eggs, veggies, and 

cheese. His unusual 

taste in food and ador-

able photos gained 

Bean more than 11.3k 

followers on Insta-

gram.
Play Junkie 

Going bananas 

over bananas
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‘You’re a Leader’- 
Leadership Camp 
organised by Neth 
FM for the pre-

fects of Ruhunu Vijayaba Beli-
atta last year was a phenome-
nal success. It was organized 
by Neth FM on the request 
made by Ruhunu Vijayaba by 
the school prefect board 
headed by H / Ruhunu Vijaya-
ba College, Beliatta, Former 
Assistant Principal, Rohana 
Andaraweera. 

“Teaching children the skills 
needed to be leaders is impor-
tant to help prepare the next 
generation to take lead and 
become responsible citizens. 
Schools should provide children 
with opportunities so they can 
take up leadership roles in soci-
ety. Group projects in the class 
and sports activities in the 
school can be organized to hone 
the leadership skills of children. 
Children should have a sense of 
belonging when it comes to 
school life. Teacher owned class-
room is still in our school sys-
tem and it inhibits the child 
when it comes to developing a 
positive attitude towards learn-
ing. Students’ leadership in 
schools is an important element 
in the smooth running of school 
activities and maintaining stu-
dents’ discipline. It is important 
for the school administration as 

well as teachers to consider stu-
dent leaders as partners and 
therefore involve them in the 
planning and implementation of 
school strategies,” said 
Andaraweera.

The camp was organized to 
instill leadership skills and in the 
Prefects focusing also on person-
ality development.  All partici-
pants spent a memorable and 
cheerful time in the camp. The 
three- day residential camp 
accommodated 100 students, 
grade 10 students onwards. One 
goal of the camp was to imbue in 
the Prefects a sense of patriot-
ism. There was also a focus on 

the importance of character 
building. Participants also got to 
understand how to communi-
cate effectively which is an 
important quality of leadership. 
Developing communication 
skills is crucial and important 
for the development of an indi-
vidual.   Learning how to com-
municate allows you to motivate 
and encourage others. It is a 
widely acknowledged fact in the 
modern world that no matter 
how academically brilliant we 
are, if we are not able to com-

municate effectively, we cannot 
be successful.

The outdoor activities cer-
tainly proved beneficial to the 
students and the Latin phrase 
‘Mens sana in corpore sano’ 

comes to one’s mind.  It means 
that the mind and body should 
be both healthy and sound. A 
sound mind means a mind capa-
ble of good, positive and free 
thinking mind. A healthy body 
is obtained by maintaining a 
good diet and good exercise to 
keep the body going.

 ‘You’re a leader program’ pro-
vides the youth with opportuni-
ties to learn through team work. 
Different modes of the camp 
such as lectures, films, discus-
sions and out -door activities 
made the participants very 
active. 

There is no doubt that this 
program brought out the hidden 
talents of the Prefects. They 
learnt how to shoulder responsi-
bilities and they understood 
what it meant to be committed 
to each other. Overall they learnt 
how to unite and face the chal-
lenges the program posed, while 
thoroughly enjoying themselves.  
One of the highlights was the 
camp fire. The participants were 
also very keen to display their 

talent in drama in the 
presence of parents and 
teachers. Despite the 
tight schedule the par-
ticipants never felt 
exhausted.  The train-
ers from Neth FM had 
an excellent rapport 
with the students. 

The teacher training 
session was another 
aspect of the camp and 
had a positive impact 
on the teachers. The 

parents also got involved in a 
special program. Most parents 
expressed their profound grati-
tude to the program presenter 
Dilshan Madawala for giving 
their children this golden oppor-
tunity for self- development.

Camp ended with the session 
‘Exam Secrets’ giving useful tips 
for O/L students to perform well 
at the national level examina-
tions. The camp organizers 
extended their cooperation pro-
viding the participants with 100 
plants to create an eco friendly 
environment in the school.  

Text and pictures by
M s M MuNthAsir, 

Panadura Central Group Corr

Free school items worth around 
5000 were gifted to school 
children by the former Colom-
bo District Provincial Council-

lor, WPC, Arshad Nizamdeen in col-

laboration with M I M Anas of MMC 
recently. This Education Develop-
ment Progranme was held at Arshad 
Community Centre, Colombo 2. A 
limited number of parents and chil-
dren grace the occasion following the 
health guidelines given by the Gov-
ernment.

Text and pictures by 
M u M sANooN,
Puttalam TKN Corr

Special allowances 
have been provided 
by the North West-
ern Provincial Pre-

school Development 
Council to pre-school 
teachers who have been 
left without any income 
due to long-term leave 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The financial assis-
tance has been provided 
to the Puttalam city pre-
school teachers. The 

event was held at the 
Pre-School Teacher  
Training Center in 
Savivapuram, Puttalam 
recently.

S C S A Bandara, 
Director of the Early 
Childhood Development 
Council, North Western 
Province was the Chief 
Guest. The event was 
presided over by Rubika, 
Puttalam City Coordina-
tor, Early Childhood 
Development Council.

Many pre-school 
teachers serving in Put-
talam attended.

Special allowances 
for pre-school 

teachers

full of colour

fun and games

Group activities 

Different games

Text and pictures by 
Ajith GANGoDA,

Udadumbara Group Corr

A new Educational  
Research Center 
constructed in 
Delta Gamunu-

pura Vidyalaya in Koth-
male Divisional Secretari-
at was declared open by 
the Chairman of the 
National Institute of Fun-
damental Studies Profes-
sor Athula Sumathipala 
yesterday. 

The project, a brain-
child of the former princi-
pal Sarath Dayananda, 

was initiated with a 
selected group of students 
in the school. Today, it 
has been constructed as 
an Educational  Research 
Center for the students 
with the cost of five lakhs 
by the old students of the 
school under the guid-
ance of the present princi-
pal G G Kusmsiri. He said 
that research based edu-
cation will support stu-
dents to think innovative-
ly by moving away from 
traditional learning. 

The guest, Professor 
Athula Sumathipala, said 

the Gov-
ernment 
has taken 
m a n y 
steps to 
modernize 
the educa-
tion system of 
the country and 
research based learning 
will contribute to change 
the way of children’s’ 
thinking. The center has 
a few computers and 
some of them are donated 
by The British Council. 

Students were awarded 
for presenting their 

r e s e a r c h 
and a 
magazine 
n a m e d 
‘Vidakshi’ 

was also 
launched at 

the event. Some 
lecturers of Peradeni-

ya University and Open 
University and some offic-
ers of National Science 
Foundation, the former 
principal of the school, 
Sarath Dayananda, the 
present principal G G 
Kusumsiri and other 
invitees were present.  

Making research coMe alive!

ChanCe to be a leader

Dilshan Madawala 
head trainer of the programme

One fOr the needy
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It was all about memories and 
melodies at the recently held 
‘Star Lanka Musical Parade-
Volume 1’ CD launch held at 

the Breeze Bar, Cinnamon Grand 
Colombo, arranged by the singing 
sensation Rajeev Sebastian.  

He was able to give retro lovers 
another musical treat as he 
launched his new CD, and the 
evening took a delightful turn as it 
was star studded with veterans 
such as Annelsey Malewana, Ind-
rani Perera, Sohan Weerasinghe, 
Luke Henriques , and other veter-
an artistes f yesteryear .  Repre-
senting the younger generation, 
Yohani De Silva and Falan Andrea 
graced the event.  Rajeev also 
spoke about the various artistes 
whom he worked with throughout 
years and did not forget to appre-
ciate them for their valuable sup-
port.  He also recalled that each of 
his songs were recorded under the 
guidance and advice of Mr. Vernon 
Perera and other veteran music 
producers. 

He spoke of how he predicted 
that Falan Andrea might be the 
next ‘Dream Star’ and appreciated 
her for being respectful towards 
her veterans and contributing 
with vocals in the CD.  The CD 
includes vocal performances by 
key musicians such as Desmond 
DeSilva, Sunil Perera, Annesley 

Malewana, and the younger 
artistes representing Yohani De 
Silva. The CD basically includes 
12 songs, produced and arranged 
by Rajeev himself.  Some of them 
are, ‘Mama Hemadamath’, ‘Paran-
gi Landesi’, ‘Nadungamuwe Ath 
Raja’, ‘Hitha Heerunu’ and ‘Hasar-
alla Ba Gawa’ etc . 

The release is assisted by 
Ernest Soyza , Hemapala Perera, 
Chandral Fonseka,  Mahindaa 
Bandara and others.  The CD is a 
collaboration of many veteran 
artistes and is sure to take the 
audiences to the next level of Sin-
hala Retro and pop music.  Each 
of the participants got a copy of 
the CD from veteran artiste Indra-
ni Perera , including  his band 
members  (Rajeev and the clan) . 
Rajeev showed gratitude by pre-
senting copies of his 
CD to each of them 
and appreciating them 
for their guidance.  
and his this was a spe-
cial momentum for 
Rajeev to celebrate a 
milestone of being 30 
years in the industry, 
entertaining the Sri 
Lankan audiences. Up 
to now, Hhis most 
respected musician 
who had inspired him 
always is none other 

than the legendary Clarence 
Wijewardene . 

During his speech, Rajeev 
recalled how he first entered the 
music industry, and encouraged 
youngsters and wanted them to 
enhance their talents. Rajeev men-
tioned the golden age of Sinhala 

pop came out with band music. In 
general, he thanked all those who 
helped him throughout his musical 
career, and appreciated them for 
their continuous support. 

He fondly spoke of the duo who 
contributed a great deal to take 
Sinhala pop forward, thus refer-
ring to the veteran singing duo 
Annesley Malewana and Indrani 
Perera. 

It was a memorable moment 
with all the key musicians gath-
ered together, both belonging to 
the older and younger generations. 
It was indeed an evening filled 
with good memories, fun 
moments and friendship. Rajeev 
invites his fans to enjoy a refresh-
ing mix of Sinhala Retro / Pop 
music through the ‘Star Lanka Hit 
Parade’. - SP

Musical treat for everyone

 SURESHNI PILAPITIYA   

Being recognized as the first female metal 
soloist is a high honour in one’s perspec-
tive, and also a challenge in a mostly 
male dominated society and culture, 

which prevails especially in a country like Sri 
Lanka.   

The International music scene includes quite a 
number of female soloists and bands such as 
Nightwish, Evanescence and Arch Enemy, (or 
even the Cranberries) but in   

Sri Lanka, it’s a rare scene, also in heavy metal. 
Females entering the metal music scene may not 
be everyone’s cup of tea, though it will be 
approved by those who appreciate. Most individu-
als may look at it in different angles. Some might 
even say that ‘Heavy   

Metal’ is not for women in the Sri Lankan con-
text. In such an atmosphere, you may   

not be able to wear tattoos, pierce your nose, 
wear highlights or leather jackets and boots   

everywhere, but Shehara Jayathilake Napoleon 
is one of the Sri Lankan females who changed the 
trend and made a huge change by indirectly 
showing that women are capable of anything - 
even Heavy Metal!   

Excerpts:   
Q: Tell us about what you’re up to these 

days.   
I’m mostly focusing on aspects of my life that 

need improvement right now. I’ve been working 
on teaching my kids, improving my designing 
skills, practicing, a bit of gardening, fitness and 
plans to improve the online store for Sh3hara, the 
e-store for Sri Lankan Music.   

I’ve also been working on new music and music 
videos.   

Q: How would you describe yourself?   
I feel blessed to have the ability to recognize 

my weaknesses and to be somewhat aware about 
myself to understand what needs to change.   

I’m not perfect.   
I believe conquering my inner demons is very 

important. I love nature and music.   
And I‘m empowered by hardworking and genu-

inely kind people who believe just as much as I in 
never giving up!   

Q: What inspired you to select heavy metal 
music in the first place?   

I have always been a huge fan of great music. 
That’s one trait I got to unlock as a kid because 
of the exposure to various genres of music my 
Dad played loud on his setup.   

Maybe that’s what opened my ears to Metal 
and made it easier for me to understand it while 
others see it as noise and distortion.   

I Love all kinds of Music but, I’ll choose Metal 
any day because I can’t think of a band or artist 
from any other genre that plays as amazingly or 

writes lyrics that completely shatter my pain and 
make me whole with a complete song or album.   

Q: What were the challenges which you 
had to face when you first entered the heavy 
metal scene, especially as a female?   

Personally, it was an inner challenge to confi-
dently approach others and ask for their help 
to progress because I felt like I wasn’t good 
enough. I felt like people wouldn’t take me 
seriously because I was just a little girl. Sure, 
it was cool to be a girl in the industry but, I 
felt like I wasn’t as good as I’d like to be so, 
it took years of experience, trial and error 
and lots of practice to be able to believe 
in myself and just be confident in my 
own decisions. When I put aside valida-
tion for personal development and 
happiness, it opened a lot of doors for 
me and brought the right people 
into my life.   

Q: You are the only female 
heavy metal artiste to release 
an album in Sri Lanka. How 
do you feel?   

I feel blessed and driven.   
Q: The International 

scene has several female 
lead singers such as in 
Arch Enemy, Night wish 
and Evanescence. How 
would you think being a 
female vocalist in a 
mostly male dominated 
industry would empow-
er all women?   

Firstly, I think it reas-
sures other women that 
entering the industry is 
possible for anyone! 
And secondly, I think it 
shows them a way 
things can be done as 
a woman in the indus-
try or even how 
things shouldn’t be 
done.   

Q: What were 
the bands which 
inspired you to 
select Heavy 
Metal?   

Metallica for 
sure. Iron Maid-
en, Dream The-
atre, Dragon-
force, Nightwish, 
Pantera and last but 
certainly not least, Stigma-
ta.   

Keerthi Pasquel has always cele-
brated his birthdays by engaging 
in meaningful, meritorious activ-
ities. This year too he joined 

hands with the Help Circles organization 
to open doors to a new bone marrow 
transplant unit at the Apeksha  Hospital. 

Specialist in bone marrow transplant Dr 
Prasad Abeysinghe guided the team in the 
project. 

Help Circles organization directors law-
yer Niranga Nanayakkara, Nelum 
Jayaweera and dr Arundathi Kuruku-
lasooriya and Apeksha Hospital Director 
Dr Wasantha Dissanayake, Bone Marrow 
Transplant Unit Head Dr Prasad Abeysin-
ghe, Consult Physician Susil Atale, Marta-
sha Tajboi and the hospital staff took part 
in the event. 

Pictures by Ujith Dilhan 

ERITORIOUS and 

EANINGFUL

 The 
FEMME 

FACTOR! 
First female metal 
soloist in Sri Lanka 

- Shehara Jayathilake Napoleon 

Q: What are the themes which you most-
ly take to write your songs? Do they 
include personal experiences too?   

The base is always a personal experience or 
belief and the lyrics revolve around self-reflec-
tion, empathy, addressing a problem and tran-
scendence.   

As a creative I’m happy to say that when I 
write music, things I’ve read, watched and lis-
tened to, every artwork, design, person, scien-
tific theory and pattern in nature gets activat-
ed in my mind. I love that certain things have 
definitely influenced me and that I’ve 
absorbed the parts that I think are truly 

beautiful and good. They make me who 
I am and that reflects in the music I 

write.   
Q: Do you see any changes 

in the metal music scene 
when you first approached 
it?   

Most definitely, yes! We 
have more people support-
ing the scene and individu-
als who are working hard 
to develop every aspect - 
from gigs to sound, to pro-
motions and digital sales. 
The Bands have more 
knowledge on sound and 

equipment which has 
resulted in a range of versa-
tile and unique sounds and 

better recordings. And 
thanks to social media, 
fans and musicians 
have a better way to 
connect with each 
other, especially dur-
ing times like this 
when we can’t play 
gigs and meet them 
in person.   

Q: How did you 
form your band?   

Rewan Jayatilaka 
who is also my 
brother was helping 
me out with Tenny 

for acoustic 
shows before 
the full band 
came together. 
Izzy Wildchild 
was one of 

my producers 
for the Album 

and I’m super glad they joined the band 
because they knew the songs well and I feel 
comfortable working with them.   

Ash Lanthra was recommended to me by a 
very close friend when I was looking for musi-
cians for a full band to play the Album Launch 
concert and when he joined us on drums at 
the first practice, I knew he was The One.   

When Dimitri joined us on Bass, I Loved 
his vibe and how he and I are somewhere near 
the same frequency. I also like that we can 
openly talk about and understand the impor-
tance of a positive mindframe.   

We played our first gig together, which was 
the launch concert and have been playing 
shows, recording music videos and writing 
new music since.   

It may sound funny but in 2019, I asked 
The Universe to bring the right people into 
my life and things started falling into place 
accordingly. It’s a blessing to have them all in 
the band, They are all amazing, driven and 
talented guys.   

Q: How did your family support you 
after you decided to select Heavy Metal?   

I think it wasn’t as hard for me as it is for 
most kids in Metal because I listened to vari-
ous sub genres of Metal. I listened to every-
thing from Extreme Metal to very Melodic 
instrumentals when my parents were around 
and I think the mix of it all warmed them up 
to the genre as a whole. The fact they have 
music running in their veins too really helped 
a lot. My mom eagerly listened when I used to 
point out cool drum patterns and my dad has 
always been a huge fan of Rock and Metal too.   

Q: You are also involved in your profes-
sion as a Graphics Designer. How do you 
manage to balance all this with your music 
career?   

On the technical side of it, I suppose it’s 
easier because both involve technology.   

And in a creative sense, I love both because 
I get to keep being creative and learn new 
things all the time.  It makes my life so much 
better so, it’s more of prioritizing the work 
and also making room for music.   

Q: Looking back at your musical jour-
ney, how do you feel?   

Grateful. I feel blessed to have been guided 
and supported throughout the years.   

Q: Any albums coming up in future?   
Definitely. Watch out for our second album! 
Catch Shehara online with www.Sheharamu-

sic.com or @shehara.official on Instagram.   

Pictures by Shameem Ismail and Praveen Mirando  
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PROCUREMENT NOTICE
Provincial Road Development Authority (W.P.)

(Provincial ministry of roads, transport, cooperative development and 
trade, Housing & construction, estate infrastructure facilities, industries and rural 

development  Western Province).

Purchase of Production raw material required for 
the Asphalt production plant at (Wagawatte), 

Horana. 
Bids are invited for the Purchase of undermentioned production raw material required for the Asphalt 
Production Plant at Wagawatte of this Authority. 

Bid Summary

Bid No. Description
Quantity

m3

Tender form fee 
(except 

suppliers 
registered with 
the authority)

Opening date 
and time of 

Bids. 

For Asphalt Production Plant  - Wagawatte

PRDA/WP/
SUP/2021/04

Supply of 0 - 05 mm metal 5500 m3

Rs. 2000.00
+VAT

23.02.2021
2.30 p.m.

Supply of 05 - 10 mm metal 4500 m3

Supply of 10 - 20 mm metal 3000 m3

02.  Relevant bid document sets could be obtained from 09.02.2021 to 22.02.2021 from 8.30 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. 
subject to above mentioned tender form fee from the Procurement Division of this authority. The bid 
security for this tender should be paid in cash or by bank guarantee in accordance with the conditions 
mentioned in procurement document. 

03.  In the event of the bid amount exceeding Rs. 5.0 million, bidders should produce the registration 
certifi cate issued by the Registrar of Companies under para 8 of the Public Contracts Act No. 03 of 1987, 
to be eligible for the award of the contract. 

04.  Receiving and opening of Bids will take place on the dates mentioned above and bidders or one of their 
representatives could be present at the time. 

 Chairman,
 Provincial Road Development Authority,
 No. 59, St. Sebastian Hill,
 Colombo 12. 
 Telephone No. 011-5676903

Expressions of Interest 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

 
Name of the Line Ministry 
              /Procuring Entity :  State Ministry of Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste 

Disposal  and Community Cleanliness 

Selection of Consultancy Service for Conducting 
"Review and Refi ne of the Pre-Feasibility (PFS) and 

Feasibility Study (FS) of the Purple line of the 
Colombo Metro System" 

[Contract  MUD/TDP/Metro(FS)/2021/1] 
The Miinistry Consultants Procurement Committee on behalf of the State Ministry of Urban Development, 
Coast Conversation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness invites eligible (described below) consultants 
to indicate their interest in providing the services described herein. The Purple Metro Line is planned to 
implement from Port City to Kaduwela and Athurugiriya, with an approximate length of 32km. The service 
including reviewing and refi ning previous studies for the part of Purple line and perform the Feasibility Study 
for the balance. Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualifi ed to perform 
the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of 
appropriate skills among staff. etc.). 

Consultants may form Joint-venture/associate with national/other international fi rms to enhance their 
qualifi cations. 

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the Guidelines for Selection and 
Employment of Consultants, August 2007, published by National Procurement Agency following, CQS method. 

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below from 0900 to 1500 hours. 

Expressions of interest should include the following information: 

 (a)  Description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions indicating the name of client, nature 
of assignment, location, contract value, and period; 

 (b) Status of the fi rm including the names of the owners and names and qualifi cations of the key staff 
 (c) Any suggestions to associate with another fi rm or individual 
 (d) Proposal on approaching this assignment 
 (e) International fi rm's last year audited fi nancial statements for the Sri Lankan Operation. 
 (f) Any other relevant information 

Eligibility 

 The lead fi rm should be an International Consultants fi rm registered to carry out business in Sri Lanka 
(Business registration certifi cate, Tax registration, and active VAT registration certifi cates are required). 

International Consultants fi rm should have satisfactorily completed similar assignments to the Line 
Ministry previously and/or conducting services for similar assignments for other Ministries. 

International Consultants fi rm who have not defaulted in Sri Lanka with Sri Lanka Client.

Further information could be obtained from Eng. P. Disanayake (+94718227009), Deputy Project Director 
Western Region Transport Development Project (WRTDP), 13th Floor, Wing "A". Sethsiripaya Stage II, 
Battaramulla, Sri Lanka, during offi ce hours from 0900 to 1500 hours 

EOI must be submitted to the address below, on or before 25th February 2021 by 1400 hours. 

Chairman, 
Ministry Consultants Procurement Committee, 
State Ministry of Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness, 
Technical Division, 18th Floor, Suhurupaya, Sri Subuthipura Road, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka 

Address: 
Western Region Transport Development Project, 
State Ministry of Urban Development, Coast Conservation, Waste Disposal and Community Cleanliness 
13th Floor, Wing 'A' Sethsiripaya Stage II, Battaramulla, 
Sri Lanka.

Tel : 0112870751
Fax : 0112870588
Email : projectdirector.wrtdp@gmail.com  
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STATE MINISTRY OF LAND MANAGEMENT STATE 
ENTERPRISES AND PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

SURVEY DEPARTMENT OF SRI LANKA
BID INVITATION

Preparation of cadastral maps and plans 
through surveys in 2021 under 

title registration act no. 21 of 1998 and 
survey act no. 17 of 2002

Bid No. SG/2021/01

1.  On behalf of Survey Department of Sri Lanka, Surveyor General invites 
to all Registered Licensed Surveyors to submit bids for preparation of 
Cadastral maps and plans through Surveys under Title Registration Act 
No. 21 of 1998 and Survey Act No. 17 of 2002. 

2.  Bid invitation will be made on national competitive bid invitation 
methodology. 

3.  Interested bidders can download bid form, tender conditions and 
specifi cations and other relevant documents from the departmental 
website www.survey.gov.lk. 

4.  When sending of bids, a copy of receipt obtained by paying of non-
refundable amount of Rs. 500.00 each to any District / Provincial Survey 
Offi ce in the island, Institute of Surveying and Mapping at Diyathalawa or 
Surveyor General's Offi ce, for districts mentioned in paragraph 5 below, 
should be attached. Single bidder can submit separate quotations for 
maximum fi ve districts and separate bid forms should be submitted for 
each. 

5.  Bids can be submitted for Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Ratnapura, 
Kegalle, Hambantota, Galle, Matara, Kandy, Matale, Nuwara eliya, 
Kurunegala, Puttalam, Jaffna, Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Monaragala 
districts and priority will be given for the bids submitted for Colombo, 
Anuradapura and Polonnaruwa districts. 

6. Bid security fee is Sixty Thousand Rupees (Rs. 60,000.00). 

7.   Duly completed bid forms as per specimen may be sent by registered 
post or deposited in the relevant tender box available at Procurement and 
Supply Branch before 10.00 a.m. on 02.03.2021 "Quotation for preparation 
of cadastral maps in District of...................................." should be 
written on the top left hand corner of sealed envelope which bid forms are 
enclosed. Received bids will be opened at 10.05 a.m. on the same day. 

8.  Bid forms should be sent to: Chairman, Procurement Committee, 
Procurement and Supply Branch, Surveyor General's Offi ce, No: 150, 
Kirula Road, Colombo -05. 

9. Late bids will be rejected. 

Chairman,
Procurement Committee, 
Procurement and Supply Branch, 
Surveyor General's Offi ce, 
No: 150, Kirula Road. 
Colombo - 05.

Department of Labour – Colombo 05
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Selection of a Service Provider for 
Provision of Janitorial Services – 

2021
FG/TB/JANI.SER./2020

The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the 
Commissioner General of Labour now invites sealed bids from eligible 
and qualifi ed bidders to provide Janitorial services for Labour Secretariat 
building. Complete details are included in the bidding document.

2.  To be eligible for the contract award, the successful bidder shall 
have at least 30 No. of employees employed in the institute & 5 
Years’ experience in providing Janitorial services.

3.  Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding 
(NCB) procedure.

4.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from 
the Chief Accountant, Department of Labour, 9th fl oor, Mehewara 
Piyesa, Colombo 05 (Telephone 011-2581393) and inspect the 
bidding documents free of charge from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on 
working days from 10.02.2021 until 03.03.2021.

5.  A complete set of Bidding document in English language may 
be purchased by interested bidders from the Finance division, 
Department of Labour, 9th fl oor, Mehewara Piyesa, Narahenpita , 
Colombo 05 upon submission of a written application on or before 
3.00 p.m. on 03.03.2021 and upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
of Rs. 2,000.00

 (The payment will be made in cash).

6.  Bids must be sent by register post to the Chairman, Department 
Procurement Committee (Major), Finance division, Department 
of Labour, 9th fl oor, Mehewara Piyesa, Colombo 05 or put in to 
the tender box at cabin of Additional Commissioner General of 
Labour (Administration), 3rd Floor, Department of Labour, Labour 
Secretariat Building, Colombo 05 on or before 04.03.2021 at 2.00 
p.m. Late bids will be returned unopened. Bids will be opened soon 
after closing bids at the cabin of Additional Commissioner General of 
Labour (Administration), 3rd Floor, Department of Labour, Labour 
Secretariat Building, Colombo 05 in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend.

7.  All bids must be accompanied by a bid security as section VII an 
Amount of Rs. 42,800 and valid up to 20th May 2021.

The Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee (Major),
Department of Labour
Colombo 05

CANCELLATION OF SPECIAL 
POWER OF ATTORNEY NO. 2686

I, BASNAYAKE MUDIYANSELAGE PRIYANI 
PUSHPIKA BANDARA (NIC No. 696161330V) 
OF No. 225/E, Vihara Mawatha, Ihalayagoda, 
Imbulgoda do hereby inform that the Power 
of Attorney granted by me to RAJAPAKSHAGE 
MULINE RAJAPAKSHA (NIC No. 475132769V) 
of No. 255/E, Vihara Mawatha, Ihalayagoda, 
Imbulgoda by Power of Attorney No. 2686, 
dated 13.10.2019, attested by Sepalika 
Nanayakkara Notary Public is cancelled. I will 
not hold responsible for any transaction done 
by the aforesaid, RAJAPAKSHAGE MULINE 
RAJAPAKSHA.

SRI LANKA RAILWAYS
Procurement notice

 
 

Bids are invited for the leasing of following Goods Stores Buildings at 
the Colombo Goods Storage Building Complex situated in Olcott 
Mawatha, Colombo 10 to store goods for a period of two years under 
an agreement.

Ser. No. Stores No. Extent  
(Sq. Ft.)

01 C1 – B3 700

02 C1 - E 2448

03 C1 – F 3744

04 C1 – G 1872

05 C2 -  C 3840

06 C2 – F2 /C2 – F3 3400

Bid documents may be obtained on submission of the receipt obtained 
from the Chief Finance Officer of the Railway Headquarters upon 
payment of a non refundable fee of Rs. 1000/- between 9.00 hrs and 
15.00 hours on working days up to 02.00 p.m. on 02nd March 2021 to 
Sales and Marketing Division and bids should be submitted only on 
such bid documents obtained as above. If an individual wishes to 
apply for a few buildings separate applications should be submitted. 
Bids should be submitted as per the conditions and instructions 
provided and the duly perfected bids may either be sent by registered 
post to the address given below or deposited in the Tender Box kept 
at that address to be received before 2.00 p.m. on 03rd March 2021. 

Bids will be closed at 2.00 p.m. on 03rd March 2021 and will be 
opened at 2.00 p.m. on the same day. Late bids will not be taken into 
consideration and the bidder or only one representative of him may 
be present at the time of opening of bids. Departmental Procurement 
Committee (Major) reserves the right to take the final decision 
regarding awarding of tender. 

An opportunity to inspect the stores may be obtained by meeting the 
Deputy Superintendent (Sales and Marketing) between 9.00 hours and 
16.00 hours on weekdays. 

Chairman
Departmental Procurement Committee (Major)
Trading and Sales Division
Railway Headquarters
Colombo 10

Tel. No. 0112431909
   

ministrY of industries  

 lanKa mineral sands limited  

PurcHase of WHims macHine, forKlift and 
electrical Panel Boards 

1.  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee (DPC), on behalf of the Lanka Mineral Sands Limited now invites sealed bids 
from eligible and qualifi ed bidders as described below. 

2. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding Procedure. (NCB) 

Bid no. description of Goods

document 
fees
(non 

refundable)

Bid
security

(rs.)

Bid
security

should be 
valid up to

Bid Valid
up to

Bid opening 
date & time

LMSL/SUP/DPC/
06/2020

design, supply, delivery, installation and 
commissioning of lV Panel for Yan oya 
intake site

2,000.00 30,000.00 17/05/2021 03/05/2021 02/03/2021
14.00 hrs. 

LMSL/SUP/DPC/
14/2020

design, supply, delivery, electrical motor 
control Panel for new Block "a" Plant. 

2,000.00 40,000.00 17/05/2021 03/05/2021 02/03/2021
14.30 hrs. 

LMSL/SUP/DPC/
12/2020

design, supply, installation & 
commissioning of Wet High intensity 
magnetic separator with a control Panel 
Board. 

15,000.00 700,000.00 14/06/2021 31/05/2021 02/03/2021
15.00 hrs. 

LMSL/SUP/DPC/
02/2021

supply, delivery, commissioning and 
Handing over of forklift to Pulmoddai 
Plant.

3,500.00 100,000.00 01/06/2021 17/05/2021 02/03/2021
15.30 hrs. 

3.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Supplies Manager, Lanka Mineral Sands Limited, 341/21, Sarana 
Mawatha, Rajagiriya and inspect the bidding documents at the same address from 9.00 hrs to 14.00 hrs on any working day from 
9th February, 2021 up to 01st March 2021. 

 Contact Nos: 011-2882025/2883951/2883952

4.  A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased by interested bidders on submission of a written application to 
the Supplies Manager's offi ce from 09th February 2021 until 01st March, 2021 from 9.00 hrs to 14.00 hrs upon payment of non-
refundable fee, The method of payment will be in cash at the Cashier's Counter, Finance Section of Lanka Mineral Sands Limited. 

5.  Perfected Bids shall be delivered or sent, in duplicate "Original' and "Duplicate" enclosed in envelopes separately and both enclosed 
in a single envelope as follows, by registered post or deposited into the tender box made available at the LMSL's Supplies Section, 
addressed to the Chairman, Department Procurement Committee, Lanka Mineral Sands Limited, 341/21, Sarana Mawatha, 
Rajagiriya to reach at or before 14,00 hrs on 02nd March,2021. Late Bids will be rejected. 

6. Bids will be opened as described above by the opening committee of LMSL.  
7. All bids shalt be accompanied by a bid security which shall be 

 In the form included in section 3 in the bidding document.
 In favour of Lanka Mineral Sands Limited
 Issued by one of the agencies indicated in the clause 20.1 of the Bidding Date Sheet. 

 chairman,
 department Procurement committee,
 lanka mineral sands limited,
 341/21, sarana mawatha,
 rajagiriya.

INVITATION FOR BIDS

No.99 ,D.S.Senanayaka 
veediya ,Kandy
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WESTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

PROVINCIAL ENGINEERING ORGANIZATION
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Correction Notice
The words “Construction Period” appearing in 
Column 10 in the advertisements published in 
“Dinamina”, “DailyNews”, “Thinakaran” Newspapers 
on 20.01.2021 and 03.02.2021 should be corrected as 
“Bid Validity Period”.

The number of days published in the newspaper 
dated 20.01.2021 under column 10 should be corrected 
as follows: The validity period 60 days should be 
corrected as 63 days and 75 days should be corrected 
as 77 days respectively.

Regret very much the inconvenience caused.

Engineer Procurement,
Procurement Unit,
Engineering Organization (W.P),
5th Floor, 204, Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha,
Battaramula.
Telephone: 011-2092504
Fax: 011-2092505.

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY
REGISTRATION OF SUPPLIERS - YEAR 2021

EXTENSION OF APPLICATION SUBMISSION DATE
Further to the advertisement on Bids Invitation which appeared in the 
Daily News on 18th of January 2021.

Please note that the closing dates of the following procurements have 
now been extended to the dates mentioned below.

Accordingly the following amendments are enforced and these 
amendments should be taken into consideration by the prospective 
institutes for registration process of the year 2021 Ministry of Public 
Security. Except the described below, the other information given in the 
above advertisement remain unchanged.

Description
Application Submis-

sion Final Date

Final Date of 
Payment of the 

Registration Fees

Registration of Suppliers 
- Year 2021 Ministry of 
Public Security

20.02.2021 15.02.2021

For further clarifi cation, please contact:

Address:
Chief Accountant
Ministry of Public Security
14th Floor, Suhurupaya, Battaramulla.
Email:caminlofi nance@gmail.com

Secretary,
Ministry of Public Security.

Telephone/Fax Numbers
T/Phone - 011-2887307
Ext - 320/326
Fax - 011-2887916
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Printed and Published by The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., at No. 35, D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10, on Tuesday, January 9 2021

Uva Provincial Department of 
Road Development - Badulla

AMENDMENT NOTICE

Ser. Nos. 29 and 30 in the newspaper 
advertisement published in the Dinamina 
of 03.02.2021 and in Thinakaran and 
Daily News of 04.02.2021 should be 
amended as follows.

 •  For the work published under Ser. 
No. 29, the refundable bid security 
should be Rs. 65000.00, bid form fee 
should be Rs. 3500.00 and the CIDA 
Grade and / Category of Qualification 
should be (Road Construction) C 6 
and C 5 

 •  For the work published under Ser. 
No. 30, the refundable bid security 
should be Rs. 55000.00, bid form fee 
should be Rs. 3000.00 and the CIDA 
Grade and / Category of Qualification 
should be (Road Construction) C 6 
and C 5 

Further, the qualification limit for all 
works where it is CIDA Grade / Category 
(Road Construction ) C8 should be C 8 
and C 7, C 7 should be C 7 and C 6 and C 
6 should be C 6 and C 5.  

Chairman
Departmental / Ministry Procurement 
Committee
Uva Provincial Department of Road 
Development, 
Badulla. 
Tel. 055-2229626 / 055-2225570 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH INDIGENOUS MEDICINE, SOCIAL 
WELFARE, PROBATION AND CHILD CARE

CENTRAL PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH SERVICE

Offi  ce of the Regional Director of Health Services - Kandy

INVITATION FOR BIDS

District General Hospital - Nawalapitiya

Maintaining the Canteen - Year 2021

Sealed bids are invited from qualifi ed caterers for the running of the 20x20 sq.ft. canteen 
of Nawalapitiya Base Hospital where 1000 to 1200 patients come daily for treatment, for 
the year 2021.
Bid application forms could be obtained from the offi ce of the Regional Director of 
Health Services situated at Ehalapola Kumarihamy Mawatha, P.O. Box No: 56, Kandy, by 
producing the receipt obtained from the shroff for the payment of a non-refundable fee 
of  Rs. 1000.00 to the Accounts Division from 08.02.2021 to 03.03.2021 during working 
days of the week from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 pm.

Bid forms will be issued from 08.02.2021 upto 12.00 noon on 03.03.2021. and receiving 
of bids will be closed at 12.00 noon on 03.03.2021. Bids will be opened at 12.15 p.m. 
the same day.

The caption “Running of the canteen of Nawalapitiya District Base Hospital” should be 
clearly marked on the top left-hand corner of the envelope containing bids.

A bid bond of Rs. 100,000.00 obtained from a commercial bank approved by the Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka in favour of the Regional Director of Health Services, Kandy should be 
submitted along with the bids.

The decision of the Procurement Committee will be fi nal.

For further details contact Telephone No: 081-2234238 or 0812236452. 

Chairman,
Procurement Committee,
Offi ce of the Regional Director of Health Services,
Kandy.

MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION 

THALPITIGALA RESERVOIR PROJECT

REQUEST FOR BIDS (RFB) 
Improvements of Access Road to 
Proposed Thalpitigala dam site 

Bid No. PD/TRP/WP/ARDA/2021/06-02 

1  The Chairman of the Project Procurement Committee on behalf of the secretary 
to the Ministry of Irrigation now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualifi ed 
bidders for construction of 600m long concrete paved road. This includes 
the improvements of access road to proposed Thalpitigala dam site (from 
Wasanagama to Thalpitigala Reservoir dam site) in Kandaketiya Divisional 
Secretary Division, Badulla District. Construction period is 3 months. 

2.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure.
(NCB) 

3.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidders shall not have been 
blacklisted and shall meet the following requirement. 

 Minimum CIDA Registration Grade C 5 

4.  Qualifi cation requirements to qualify for contract award include: Additional 
details are provided in the bidding documents. 

5.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from Thalpitigala Reservoir 
Project, Project Engineer,Irrigation Department, Kandaketiya, T. P. / Fax No: 
055-2245626, E-mail - pdthalpitigala@gmail.com and inspect the bidding 
documents at the address given below from 0900 hrs to 1500 hrs during 
weekdays. 

6.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased 
by interested bidders on the submission of a written application to the address 
below from 09.02.2021 until 01.03.2021 from 0900 hrs to 1500 hrs. upon payment 
of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 7500.00. The method of payment will be in cash 
for set of document. 

7.  Bids shall be delivered in duplicate to the address below on or before 1300 hrs 
on 02.03.2021. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing 
in the presence of the bidders' representatives who choose to attend at the 
address below at 14.00 hrs on 02.03.2021. 

8. Bids shall be valid upto 91 days. 

9.  Pre bid meeting will be held on 18.02.2021 at 10.00 a.m. at Thalpitigala Reservoir 
Project, Irrigation Department, Kandaketiya. 

10.  All bids must be accompanied by a "Bid-Security," of Rs. 375,000.00. Bid 
security shall be valid upto 29.06.2021. 

11.  Duly fi lled and sealed bid marked "Improvements of Access Road to Proposed 
Thalpitigala dam site" (from Wasanagama to Thalpitigala Reservoir dam site) 
and Bid No: PD/TRP/WP/ARDA/2021/06-02 on the top left hand corner of 
envelope. 

The address referred to above is: 

Project Director, 
Thalpitigala Reservoir Project, 
Irrigation Department, 
Kandaketiya. 

T. P. / Fax No: 055 - 2245626 

land acQuisition 
act no. 28 of 1964 

(cHaPter 460)
notice under section 

39 (a) 1    

my no.: der/lan/laQui/a1/05
ref no of land and land development
ministry : lad/05/2010/Ve/74

30 Lots described in the Schedule below 
under Section (a) (1) and acquired to the 
Government for a public purpose has been 
published in Notice of Revocation No. 
2092/17 dated 09.10.2018 in Extra Ordinary 
Gazette of Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka.

Schedule
Province : Sabaragamuwa
District : Kegalle
Divisional Secretary's   
   Division  :  Deraniyagala
Name of Village :  Deraniyagala 

South.
Name of the Land :  Paladeniyala 

Estate.
Plan No. :  KE/DRN/2010/149 

Lots No. : 01, 02

I.K.R.S. Bandara Menike
Divisional Secretary/

Deraniyagala.
At Divisional Secretariat,
Deraniyagala.

08.01.2021
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