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22ND ANIVERSARY OF THE  
NATIONAL LIBRARY AND
DOCUMENTATION CENTRE

N ational L ibrary and D ocum entation  
C entre conducted  a num b er o f  p rogram m es to 
com m em orate the 22nd ann iversary  o f  the 
N ational L ibrary  and  D ocum entation  Centre. 
The inauguration  cerem ony  w as held on  26 th 
A pril 2012 under the patronage o f  H on. 
B andula G unaw ardana, M in ister o f  
E ducation. U nder the p rogram m es organised  
to m ark  the 22nd anniversary , a sem inar on 
national library  serv ices w as conducted  for 
librarians and lib rary  science students. Mr.
H .M . G unaratna B anda, M r. W. Sunil and Dr. 
Ruw an G am age served  as resource persons. 
In addition  to the sem inar, an exh ib ition  o f  
national library  resources w as conducted  from  
26 th to 28 th A pril 2012. A com m em orative  
volum e w hich  inc ludes artic les on national 
library services w as also  pub lished . A 
publicity  p rogram m e w as also carried  out to 
m ake aw are the Sri L ankan  com m unity  about 
the national library  serv ices.

ANNUAL BOOK EXHIBITION

The annual book  exh ib ition  organised  
by the N ational L ibrary  and D ocum entation  
Services B oard  (N L D S B ) w as conducted  
from  25th  to 27 th  M ay 2012 at the N L D SB  
prem ises. The ob jective o f  the exhib ition

w as to prov ide the opportun ity  for readers to 
purchase books at concessionary  prices. 
A bout 20 lead ing  book  publishers conducted  
stalls in the exh ib ition . C h ie f  guest o f  the 
inaugura tion  cerem ony  w as H is E xcellency 
H asani Pour, A m bassado r o f  the Islam ic 
R epublic  o f  Iran in Sri Lanka.

SURVEY ON LIBRARY  
CONSERVATION CENTRES

The C onservation  D ivision o f  the 
N ational L ibraray  and D ocum entation  
S erv ices B oard  (N L D S B ) has conducted  a 
fo llow  up survey on the activ ities o f  the 
library  conservation  centres. 127 library 
conservation  cen tres have been  estab lished  in 
m ain  public lib raries th roughout the country 
w ith the assistance o f  the N L D SB . N ational 
L ibrary  and D ocum entation  Services B oard 
hopes to im prove the condition  o f  these 
conservation  cen tres on the findings o f  this 
survey.

W ORKSHOP ON LIBRARY RESEARCH  
M ETHODOLOGY

N ational L ibrary  and D ocum entation  
Services B oard conducted  a w orkshop on 
library research  m ethodology  on 24.02.2012. 
The ob jective o f  the w orkshop was to m ake 
aw are the library  p rofessionals about the

Issued by the National Library and Documentation Centre, 14, Independence Avenue, Colombo-07



N a tn e t  L a n k a  vo l. 16 N o . 1 2 J a n u a ry - J u n e  2 0 1 2
3*

library research  m ethodology. The w orkshop  
covered the areas such as in troduction  to 
library research , data co llec ting  techniques 
and data analysis in lib rary  research . Mr. 
H .M . G unaratna B anda, fo rm er A ssistan t 
D irector G eneral, N ational Institu te  o f  
E ducation , Dr. C ham inda Jayasundara , Senior 
A ssistan t L ibrarian , U n iversity  o f  C olom bo 
and Mr. G .D . A m arasiri, D irector, N ational 
L ibrary and D ocum en ta tion  Services B oard 
served as resource persons.

SEMINAR FOR STUDENTS O i 
M ALDIVES NATIONAL UNIVERSTIY

N ational L ibrary  and D ocum entation  Services 
B oard conducted  a sem inar for a group o f  
students w ho study library  and inform ation  
science in the M adives N ational U niversity. 
T he sem inar w as organ ised  on the request o f  
the M aidive N atio n a l U niversity  Mr. TLM . 
G unaratna B anda, M r.G am ini S ilva, Mr. L.A . 
Jayatissa  conducted  lectures in the w orkshop.

GRADING OF LIBRARIES

G rading o f  d ifferen t types o f  lib raries in Sri 
L anka is a p ro jec t carried  ou t by  the N ational 
L ibrary  and D ocum en ta tion  S erv ices B oard. 
D uring  the period  from  January  to  June 2012, 
57 public lib raries, 2 schoo l lib raries and 
2 departm ent lib raries have been  graded.

AN IRAN CORNER WAS OPENED IN 
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY

A n Iran In fo rm ation  C orner w hich  includes 
books and o ther lib rary  m ateria l on Iran w as 
opened in the N ational L ibrary  on 2 5 th A pril 
2012. The necessary  equ ipm en ts and library  
resources for the Iran  co rner w ere donated  by 
the E m bassy o f  the Islam ic R epublic  o f  Iran 
in Sri Lanka. T he Iran  co m er w as opened  by 
H is E xcellency  H asani Pour, A m bassador o f  
the Islam ic R epublic  o f  Iran in Sri L anka

STUDY TOURS OF THE NATIONAL  
LIBRARY

F oilw ing  study tou rs o f  the N ational L ibrai^ 
have been  o rganised  during  January  - June 
2012

1) S tudy tour for 25 students o f  the Sri 
L anka L ibrary  A ssociation  on
30 .01 .2012

2) S tudy tou r for 30 students or the Sri 
L anka L ibrary  A ssociation  on
10.02.2012

3) S tudy tou r for 40 students o f  the 
U niversity  o f  K elan iya on 16.02.2012

4)
S tudy tou r for 100 students o f  the 
U n iversity  o f  K elan iya on A pril 2012.

S tudy for for 90 students o f  B ingiriya 
Sri S aranankara  V idyalaya on
17.03.2012

Study tour for 15 students o f  the 
M alad ives N ational U niversity  on
14.06.2012
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ACQUISITION OF SCHOLARS 
COLLECTIONS FOR THE NATIONAL 
LIBRARY ^

Under the project for the acquisition o f  
Scholars' collections, National Library has 
acquired the following collections during 
January-June 2012.

Dr. K. Jayathilaka collection 
Madawala S. Rathnayaka collection 
Edmond Asmarakkody collection 
Prof. Miniwan P. Thilakarathna 
Collection.

SCOPUS ABSTRACTING AND 
CITATION DATABASE

National Science Foundation (NSF) has 
made available facilities for local scientists to 
access to scopus (abstracting and citation data 
base) and TEE AL (lull text journal database 
at the National Science Library and Resource 
Centre from Monday to Friday from 8.30.am  
to 4.00 p.m. Searching and downloading o f  
information/ articles is free for research and 
educational purposes. Scopus is the largest 
abstract and citation database containing both 
peer-reviewed research literature and quality 
web resources. Scopus consists o f over 
18,000 journal titles from more than 5000 
international publishers and offers researchers 
a quick, easy and comprehensive information 
to support their research needs in the 
scientific technical, medical, social science 
and humanities and arts fields. In addition to 
the journals, scopus also covers 425 trade 
publications, 325 book series and 250 
conference proceedings. The total number o f  
records in scopus as at present is over 46 
million. TEEAL (Essential Electronic 
Agricultural Library) is a digital library in 
agricultural research and education. It is a 
full text and researchable database o f articles 
from 200 high quality research journals in 
agriculture and related areas.

Searching and downloading o f  articles is free 
for local scientists. Further information can 
be obtained from Library and Information 
Resource Centre, National Science 
Foundation 47/5, Vidya Mawtha, Colombo 7. 
Te. 2696771

3rd LIBRARY AND INFORMATION 
SCIENCE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

The third research symposium o f library and 
information science was conducted on
12.05.2012 at the University o f  Kelaniya.

This research symposium was organised by 
Library and Information Science Alumni 
Association and the Department o f Library 
and Information Science, University o f  
Kelaniya. Theme o f  the sympossium was 
"information for social development " 
Objective o f  the symposium was to provide 
an opportunity to present research papers 
based on the bachelor's degree and 
postgraduate theses in library and information 
science and providing an opporunity for 
library professionals to meet senior library 
professionals and exchange ideas.

NATIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP 
ON SAFEGUARING INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

National training workshop on the 
implementation o f  the 2003 convention for 
the safeguarding o f the intangible cultural 
heritage was held at the Sri Lanka Foundation 
Institute from 25 - 29 June 2012 . This 
workshop was organised by UNESCO New  
Delhi field office in collaboration with 
Ministry o f  Culture and the Arts, Sri Lanka 
National Commission for UNESCO and 
National Library and Documentation Service 
Board. The workshop is a part o f the 
UNESCO Asia - Pacific regional project 
on "safeguarding intangible cultural 
heritage through strengthening o f national
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capacity in Sri Lanka ". The workshop was 
funded by the Japanese government under 
the UNESCO -Japanese Funds - in Trust 
cooperation. The aim o f  this workshop was to 
strengthen the safeguarding o f  ICH in Sri 
Lanka by providing theoritical and practical 
training on the implementation o f the 2003 
UNESCO convention. The workshop 
included presentations and excercises on the 
implementation o f  the 2003 UNESCO  
convention as well as a field trip. The 
resource persons o f  the workshop were 
Dr. Sajida Vandal o f  Pakistain, Dr. Rahul 
Goswami o f  India and Mr. Takahiko Makino 
o f UNESCO.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
SRI LANKA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

The Annual General Meeting o f  the Sri Lanka 
Library Association was held on 22nd June 
2012 at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute, 
Colombo 07. Chief guest on the occasion 
was Prof. PW. Apasinghe, Chairman o f the 
Information Communication Technology 
Agency o f  Sri Lanka.

NACLIS 2012 PROGRAMME

The National Conference on Library and 
Information Science (NACLIS) organised by 
the Sri Lanka Library Association was held 
on 21st June 2012 at Renuka Hotel, Colombo
3. This years theme o f  the conference was 
Empowering Users Libraries and Librarians 
in the knowledge society.

A

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS AND 
INSTITUTIONS

World Library and Information 
Congress

IFL A General Conference and Assembly

Duration : 11-17 August 2012

Venue : Helsinki, Finland

Theme : ’Libraries now1 Inspiring, 
surprising, Empowering

Tel : 31703140884

Fax : 31703834827

mail : ifla@ifla.org

Website : www.ifla.org/

3rd INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 
INFORMATION MANAGEMET IN A 
CHANGING WORLD

Duration : 19-21 Sept 2012

Venue : Ankara, Turkey

Organised by : Hacettepe University

Tel : +90(312)2978200

Fax : +90(312)2992014

Website : www.http://by 2012 bilgiyo
netimi.net/
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
INFORMATION LITERACY ^

Duration : 21 -2 2  Sept 2012

Venue : Georgia

Tel : 912.478.5551

Fax : 912.478.0847

Website : www.http://ceps. georgia 
southem.edu/

Em ail : kiran@um.edu.my

Website : www.https//sites.google.
com/ sites/icolis 2 0 1 2

9TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  
ON INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL, 
KNOW LEDGE M ANAGEM ENT AND  
ORGANISATIONAL LEARNING  
ICLCKM  2012

Bogota, Colombia

Duration : 18,19 October 2012

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON E mail : info @ academic -
ASIA - PACIFIC DIGITAL LIBRARIES conference org

website : http://academic-
conference.org

Duration : 1 2 -1 5  November 2012

Venue : Taipei, Taiwan
INTERNATIONAL M -LIBRARIES

Theme : The outreach o f  Digital CONFERENCE 2012
Libraries: a globalised 
Resource Network Duration : 24-26 Spetember

Tel : 886-2-3366-2284 Venue : United Kingdom

E mail : ntulib@ntu.edu.tw theme : From Margin to Mainstream;
mobile technologies 
transforming lives and

Website : www.icadl2 0 1 2 .org libraries

E-mail : m-libraries - conference
@open.ac.uk

4TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON LIBRARIES, INFORM ATION AND Website : www.m-libraries.org. 
SOCIETY

Duration : 19 - 1 2  November 2012

Venue : petaling jay a, Malaysia

Theme : inclusion and outreach in
libraries
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Editorial advice - Prof. Somarathna
Balasooriya 
Chairman, NLDSB

Mr. N.H.M.Chitrananda 
Director General 
NLDSB

National Library and Documentation Centre 
14, Independence Avenue

Editor - Mr.G.D. Amarasiri 
Director, NLDSB

Colombo 07 
Sri Lanka.

Tel
Fex
E-mail nldsb@mail .natlib.lk 

www.natlib.lk

94-1-2687581
94-1-2685201
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