
The Passing Away of the Most 
Ven. Agga Maha Panditha Kotugo-

da Dhammawasa 
Thera, the Maha 
Nayake of the Sri 
Lanka Amarapura 
Maha Nikaya brings 
immense sorrow to 
all the Buddhists 
including myself, 
President Gotabaya 

Rajapaksa said in a condolence mes-
sage yesterday.

“It is with utmost respect I recall 
my close association with the Nay-
aka Thera and the life experience I 
earned through it, on this mourn-
ful occasion. Ven. Kotugoda Dham-
mawasa Maha Nayake Thera was 
known to not only the local Buddhist 
devotees, but to the entire Buddhist 
world as well. 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa paid his last respects to the late Most Venerable 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa Mahanayake Thera of the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha 
Nikaya at the Sri Dharmapalaramaya in Mount Lavinia yesterday morning (24). The 
President also left a note in the Condolence Book kept at the Vihara.
Picture courtesy President’s Media Division

LAKMAL SooRiyAGoDA

The Court of Appeal yesterday 
fixed for March 31 to deliver its 
order regarding an Interim Order 

prayed by Gampaha District Par-
liamentarian Ranjan Ramanay-
ake, claiming his right to function 
as a Parliamentarian.

The Government has declared today as 
a National Day of Mourning in view of the 
final rites of the late Chief Prelate of the 
Amarapura Sect, Most Venerable Kotugoda 

Dhammawasa Mahanayake Thera. In addition, 
all slaughterhouses, meat and fish shops, liquor 
shops and liquor selling centres in the Colombo 
district will be closed today.

iShARA MuDuGAMuwA 

Co-Cabinet Spokesman Mass Media 
Minister Keheliya Rambukwella yes-
terday stated that the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) can-

not exert any adverse influence on 
the country, such as the imposition of 
economic sanctions. 

The Minister said that the majority 
of the members with Veto Power at the 

UN Security Council have given sup-
port to Sri Lanka.

The Minister further stated that 
the clear stance of Sri Lanka on 
the UNHRC Resolution has been 

announced and that a decision would 
soon be taken regarding the new 
team appointed by the UNHRC to 
investigate alleged human rights vio-
lations in Sri Lanka.

iShARA MuDuGAMuwA

The Cabinet of Ministers approved a proposal 
by Health Minister Pavithra Wanniarachchi to 
purchase seven million doses of the ‘Sputnik V’ vac-
cine at the cost of US$ 69.65 million, Co-cabinet 
Spokesman Mass Media Minister Keheliya Ram-
bukwella said.

iShARA MuDuGAMuwA

All grades of schools including nurseries 
in the Western Province will be reopened 
for academic activities on March 29, 2021, 

Education Minister Prof G. L. 
Peiris said.

Minister Peiris made this 
observation at the media confer-
ence held yesterday at the Gov-
ernment Information 

Discipline, knowledge and 
living according to Dham-
ma teachings were amply 
observed in the life of Most 
Venerable Kotugoda Dham-
mawasa Mahanayake Thera 
of the Sri Lanka Amarapura 
Maha Nikaya, said Prime 

Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa.

Issuing a condolence mes-
sage yesterday, the Prime 
Minister said Ven. Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Mahanayake 
Thera had exceptional ora-
tory skills and his

LAKMAL SooRiyAGoDA

Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) Leader 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake yesterday filed a 
Writ Petition in the Court of Appeal seeking an 

order staying the operation of rec-
ommendations of the Presidential 
Commission of Inquiry appointed 
to probe incidents of political 
victimization.

DiLShAN ThARAKA

The eight accused including for-
mer Finance Minister Ravi Karu-
nanayake were further remanded 
until March 30 by the Colombo 

High Court Trial-at-Bar yesterday 
over the case filed against them in 
connection with Central Bank bond 
auctions.

The case was taken up before 

the Colombo High Court Trial-at-
Bar Bench comprising High Court 
Judges Damith Thotawatte, Man-
jula Tilakaratne and Mohamed 
Isurdeen.

ShAViNi MADhARA

DNA sample tests and fin-
gerprints confirm that the body 
brought to the country on March 

18 from Dubai, is that of notorious 
criminal figure Rajapaksha Arach-
chilage Dinuka Madushan alias 
‘Keselwatte Dinuka’, 
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Chairman of the Committee on Pub-
lic Enterprises (COPE) Prof. Charitha 
Herath, requested the Secretary to the 
Ministry of Industries, Anusha Pelpita, 
to immediately investigate and submit a 
report on the tender awarded by Lanka 
Mineral Sands Limited for the sale of 
85,000 metric tons of ilmenite at US$ 147 
per ton to the third-placed bidder instead 
of the buyer who had offered the highest 
price of US$ 165 per ton of ilmenite.

Officials of Lanka Mineral Sands 
stated that the tender for the sale had 
been awarded by a tender subcommit-
tee appointed by the Cabinet of Minis-
ters and that the Cabinet had given its 
approval.

coPe seeks probe 
on ilmenite sale

a huge loss to entire Buddhist world - President
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German financial support for 
wilpattu national Park Project

Nimal WijesiNghe 
Anuradhapura Additional 
District Group Corr.

The German Govern-
ment has extended 
financial assistance 
worth 8 million Euros 
for the implementation 
of a 7-year project titled 
“Supporting Wilpattu 
National Park and influ-
encing Zone Manage-
ment in Sri Lanka”.

The Project commis-
sioned by the German 
Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
(BMZ) is being success-
fully implemented with 
the cooperation of the 
Wildlife Conservation 

Ministry and the Wild-
life Conservation 
Department.

The activities include 
enhancing the Park’s 
infra-structure, support-
ing inter-agency coordi-
nation, better patrolling 
against poaching, secur-
ing and rehabilitating 
habitats and the control 
of invasive species.

The project consists of 
four fields of activity 
namely “improving the 
management capacity in 
technical and specialist 
terms”, “improving con-
ditions for the more 
resource-friendly use 
and conservation of 
marine resource in the 

national park’s influence 
zone”, “better access to 
resource friendly income 
generation for the local 
population” and “raising 
environmental aware-
ness and promoting 
peaceful coexistence”.

The Wildlife Conser-
vation Department staff 
in Kalpitiya and Wilpattu 
is to undergo training 
for the long term surveil-
lance of marine resourc-
es. Under the project, 
tourism service provid-
ers will be trained on 
responsible dolphin and 
whale tourism.

Water purification sys-
tems have been set up in 
four selected villages to 

address the growing 
issue of chronic Kidney 
disease affecting families 
around Wilpattu. Also 
the Park’s management 
operational procedures 
were improved by pro-
viding patrol boats, 
motorcycles, GPS Track-
ing devices, cameras etc. 
Apart from this, the 
Park Bungalows and sta-
tions have been 

equipped with solar PV 
systems. 

The Wilpattu National 
Park located in the 
northwest of the country 
encompasses about 
130,000 hectares. It is 
among the country’s 
largest and oldest 
national Parks. This 
National Park is well 
known for its leopard 
population. 

a tourist on a safari at the Wilpattu National Park 
which is well known for its leopard population.

man arrested on 
money laundering 
charges

The Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) on Tuesday arrested a 29-year old per-
son for the offence of money laundering, 
Police Spokesman DIG Ajith Rohana said.

Investigations had revealed that Rs 17.2 
million had been deposited to an account 
maintained in the name of this suspect in a 
private bank in Sri Lanka. The suspect, who 
is a resident of Veppankulam, Vavuniya, was 
arrested under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act.

“Initially, a complaint had been received to 
the CID in April 2020 on money laundering. 
According to that complaint Rs. 140 million 
had been deposited to accounts of various 
persons in Sri Lanka by accessing other per-
sons’ accounts illegally and those monies had 
come from various foreign destinations,” the 
DIG said.

“The CID since April 2020 has arrested 36 
persons in connection to this type of offenc-
es. The CID is conducting further investiga-
tions. The Financial Investigation Unit of the 
Central Bank is assisting the investigations,” 
he added. 

Campaign against 
milk food industry, 
an eyewash - GMOF

The Government Medical Officers’ Forum 
(GMOF) says the campaign against the milk 
food industry in Sri Lanka is nothing but abso-
lute eyewash as there has never been a planned 
and sustained campaign against the trade if 
such efforts were to be considered genuine.

The milk powder industry has been targeted 
from time to time in an ad hoc manner and the 
lack of continuity on this score only points to 
the possibility of a ‘conspiracy’ against the 
milk food business in the country, the GMOF 
President, Dr. Rukshan Bellana said in a state-
ment.

“There were two possible theories behind 
this campaign. The first was that some medical 
men who aspired to be politicians were merely 
orchestrating a spectacle to gain popularity in 
society. The other was that some players in the 
industry were behind the campaign to gain a 
competitive advantage”, it asserted.

One may recall the vociferous campaign 
against the milk food industry at one time, 
where the ‘target’ was products imported espe-
cially from New Zealand. The question that 
begs an answer was why a particular imported 
segment was taken to task if milk powder, as a 
whole, was described as “harmful for consump-
tion”? Therefore, it was obvious that a ‘conspir-
acy’ was in place with a certain medical trade 
union handling the anti-marketing campaign, 
the statement claimed.

“The anti-milk food campaign is bound to 
resurface in a few months’ time. We, as a medi-
cal organisation, suspect that the local milk 
powder industry, in a bid to increase their mar-
ket share, was probably behind the campaign 
against a milk powder brand imported from a 
particular country”, Dr. Bellana claimed.

Was it a case of trying to edge out ‘leaders’ 
so that ‘followers’ could take their place 
through sustained campaigning with the sup-
port of a trade union? How was it claimed that  
imported milk powder was ‘unsuitable’ for con-
sumption when there was neither scientific 
research nor laboratory evidence to prove that 
milk powder was unhealthy or harmful to the 
human body?, he asked.

There are, apart from food scientists, aca-
demics and research fellows, recognized 
research institutions in the country but none of 
them has produced any evidence on so-called 
‘harmful effects’ of imported milk powder on 
the health of the people. In addition, there are 
also internationally recognized laboratories but 
there has been no evidence so far to substanti-
ate such a hypothesis, the statement further 
said.

It is also of interest that not a single profes-
sional medical association has commented on 
the subject. 

The Health Promotion Bureau of course 
promotes breast milk for children but that 
doesn’t mean it has adopted an anti-milk pow-
der stand. It is now clear that the campaign 
was launched to mislead the public and dis-
courage them from consuming milk food espe-
cially products imported from New Zealand, it 
said.

“As a medical trade union, we believe that 
funding such misinformation campaigns and 
thereby misleading the public is against the 
law. However, there was no action forthcom-
ing on this score,” it outlined. The GMOF 
statement added: “We also see a move to pop-
ularize drinking so-called ‘Kola Kenda’ 
through a trade similar to the milk powder 
industry, where processed ‘Kola Kenda’ pack-
ets are being produced under diverse native 
names. 

The move appears to be a bid to replace the 
milk-drinking habit of the population with 
‘Kola Kenda’.

“It was like in the early 1970’s before the 
advent of the milk powder industry when 
there was a vibrant campaign to popularize 
drinking fresh milk. This later changed into 
packeted milk powder. ‘Kola Kenda’ has 
already come in packeted form. It is not the 
fresh, home-made healthy ‘Kola Kenda’ we 
have been used to for generations.

The most risky aspect of this proposition is 
giving schoolchildren packeted ‘Kola Kenda’ 
with preservatives and other chemicals added 
to the contents”, the trade union warned.

In terms of international guidelines, we can 
be assured that the manufacturing process of 
milk food in New Zealand at least adhere to 
hygiene and highest quality standards, but the 
quality and safety of the locally manufactured 
packeted ‘Kola Kenda’ products are questiona-
ble, it said.

“At this rate, ‘Kola Kenda’ products in pack-
eted form will soon be a multi-million rupee 
business,” the statement added.
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ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA   

The Cabinet of Minis-
ters granted their consent 
to the proposal made by 
Health Minister Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi to estab-
lish the Anuradhapura 
Pharmaceutical Manufac-
turing Zone, Co-Cabinet 
Spokesman and Mass 
Media Minister Keheliya 
Rambukwella said.   

Speaking at the weekly 
Cabinet media briefing 
held at the Government 
Information Department 
yesterday, Minister Ram-
bukwella said that it has 
been planned to establish 
the Anuradhapura Phar-
maceutical Manufacturing 

Zone in Oyanamadu 
where the Deyata Kirula 
exhibition was held. It 
was decided to provide an 
opportunity for local 
investors to invest in this 
Zone for the production of 
high quality pharmaceuti-
cal products at a low 
price. All pharmaceutical 

products will be manufac-
tured according to the 
international standards.   

An Experts Committee 
has already selected 24 
investors. The investors 
are expected to invest 
approximately Rs.28,200 
million for this purpose. 
Accordingly, the plots of 
land will be released 
through a lease agreement 
for a period of 35 years 
with a relief period of five 
years.   

This project is sched-
uled to be conducted as a 
strategic project under the 
State Ministry of Pharma-
ceuticals Production and 
Manufacturing.   

Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 
Zone to be established 
in Anuradhapura

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa paid his last respects to the late Most Venerable Kotugoda Dhammawasa MahanayakaThera of the Sri Lanka Amarapura 
Maha Nikaya. President Rajapaksa visited the Sri Dharmapalaramaya in Mount Lavinia yesterday morning (24) and paid his last respects to the remains 
of the Mahanayaka Thera while expressing his deepest condolences to the novice monks and the Dhayaka Sabha. The President also left a note in the 
Condolence Book kept at the Vihara. Picture courtesy President’s Media Division

Unlimited Internet 
facilities through ISPs 
from April this year
LAHIRU FERNANDO  

Prior to introducing unlimited Internet 
packages through the Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs), the Telecommunication Reg-
ulatory Commission of Sri Lanka (TRCSL) 
should take steps to improve the telecom-
munication infrastructure in the country to 
maintain a stable internet speed, Informa-
tion Technology Society Sri Lanka (ITSSL) 
emphasizes.  

Issuing a media release, the ITSSL said 
the TRCSL has already informed the public 
that it would take steps to provide the cus-
tomers with unlimited internet facility 
through the ISPs from April this year.  

“But the problem is whether the existing 
internet backbone in Sri Lanka is strong 
enough to utilize unlimited services which 
need to maintain speed stability according 
to the international standards,” it said.  

“Such a move with no infrastructure 
capacity increased can cause a total col-
lapse in the entire existing internet service 
system,” it stressed.  

The ITSSL also stressed that the inter-
net cable landing stations owned by a few 
ISPs in Sri Lanka need to be evaluated 
properly to identify if they possess suffi-
cient capacities to supply for the local 
internet users’ demand.  

The ISPs also should follow the interna-
tional standards in maintaining stable 
internet speed limits, the society further 
said.  

The TRCSL on March 19 had tweeted 
that it had issued a directive to all opera-
tors (ISPs) to respond with Unlimited 
Internet Packages by March 1 and it is cur-
rently assessing the packages submitted by 
complying operators.  

Consumers could expect to have the first 
round of unlimited plans by April, the 
tweet further said. 

Country will never 
become a Western
puppet - Prasanna  
IRANGIKA 
RANGE  

Tourism 
Minister 
Prasanna Rana-
tunga said yes-
terday the pas-
sage of the 
UNHCR Reso-
lution on Sri 
Lanka indi-
cates that Sri 
Lanka is not a 
puppet of the 
Western coun-
tries.  

The present Government headed by 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa came to 
power to protect the rights of all communi-
ties while safeguarding the nation and not 
to become a puppet of the West.

 Whatever sanctions are imposed on Sri 
Lanka, the Government is not ready to 
become a puppet of any country,” he 
added.  

The Minister made these remarks in 
response to various statements made by 
Opposition members, Tamil political par-
ties and other parties on the passing of res-
olution tabled against Sri Lanka at the 
46th UN Human Rights Council sessions.  

We cannot accept the various false state-
ments made by the Opposition, Tamil 
political parties and various political par-
ties on the adoption of resolution by 
UNHRC against Sri Lanka. They are 
engaged in deceiving people through these 
fabricated false,” he added.  

Although the previous Yahapalana Gov-
ernment was subservient to the West and 
co-sponsored the UNHRC Resolution, this 
Government is always on the side of the 
people and acts to protect the sovereignty 
and integrity of the Motherland and com-
munal harmony among the people.  



DN page 4 t h u r s d a y ,  m a r c h  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1FEaturEs

Most Ven. MeDawachchiye 
DhaMMajothi thera

Most Venerable 
Agga Maha 
Panditha Kotu-
goda Dhamma-

wasa Maha Nayaka Thera 
indisputably headed the 
long list of great ecclesias-
tical luminaries who have 
much illuminated the uni-
versally esteemed Sangha 
community of Sri Lanka. 
To put it very simply, in 
order to be in line with his 
most simple and down-to-
earth lifestyle, he was an 
excellent role model for all 
members of the Sangha 
community.

Even his family back-
ground shows that it did 
not have much affluence 
or very high social status 
to prepare a special foun-
dation for the siblings. His 
parents, Haramanis Rodri-
go and Selestina Rodrigo, 
were a well-to-do family 
who brought up the sib-
lings consisting of four 
sons and two daughters.

The family did not come 
within the higher-brackets 
of influencing. Yet, it had 
nurtured extremely good 
human and spiritual quali-
ties which it generally 
bestowed on the siblings. 
It appears that one who 
benefitted most by this 
parental legacy was the 
last of siblings, a male 
who saw the light of the 
day, Sirimevan Rodrigo. 
This was on January 26, 
1933.

This youngest child did 
not show any special qual-
ities, but showed his incli-
nation to nurture good 
disciplined qualities. He 
displayed interest to visit 
the village temple where 
resided Chief Incumbent 
Ven. Kotugoda Pemananda 
Nayaka Thera. Young Siri-
mevan thoroughly enjoyed 
the company of the Naya-
ka Thera, who got Sirime-
van admitted to the Bud-
dhist mixed school in 
Kotugoda, managed by the 
Buddhist Theosophical 
Society. Now this school 
is known as Kotugoda 

Rahula Maha Vidyalaya.
The most significant event 
that took place during this 
time was the admission of 
young Sirimevan into the 
discipleship of Ven. Unava-
tune Dhammapala Thera, 
who was the Chief Incum-
bent of Sri Dharmapalara-
maya in Mount Lavinia. 
Since his admission, the 
novice came to be known 
as Kotugoda Dhammawa-
sa.

Residing in the temple in 
Mount Lavinia, the novice 
monk attended the Param-
adhammacetiya Pirivena in 
Rathmalana in 1952, and 
subsequently joined the 
Vidyodaya Maha Pirivena 
in Maligakanda, where he 
deeply studied the Tripita-
kas and also acquired 
knowledge in Pali and San-
skrit. At the Maligakanda 
Pirivena, as a young stu-
dent, he had the opportu-
nity of meeting and associ-
ating eminent Venerables 
of the time such as Most 
Ven. Kalukondayave Pan-
nasekara Nayaka Thera, 
Most Ven. Welivitiye Sora-
ta Nayaka Thera, Most 

Ven. Walane Sitthissara 
Thera, Most Ven. Parava-
hara Vajiranana Nayaka 
Thera and other equally 
eminent Venerables. His 
acquaintance with Ven. 
Narada Thera and Ven. 
Piyadassi Thera opened 
the doors to his missionary 
activities.

Our great prelate 
received Higher Ordination 
in July 10, 1954. At this 
auspicious ceremony, Most 
Ven. Beruwala Siri 
Sumangala Sirinivasa 
Mahanayaka Thera served 
as the ‘Uppajjhaya’, and 
Most Ven. Ambalangoda 
Dhammakusala Mahanaya-
ka Thera, Most Ven. Mor-
atuwe Sasanaratana Anu-
nayaka Thera and Most 
Ven. Moratuwe Pemaratana 
Thera served as the ‘Kam-
macariyas’.

With the conferment of 
Higher Ordination, it 
appeared as it had begun 
his luminary and ecclesias-
tical ladder. By around 
1960s, he had already a 
number of scholarly arti-
cles to his credit. Gradually 
he developed into a ‘sought 

after’ writer in important 
Buddhist themes. This lit-
erary bent of his led him to 
establish the Bauddhodaya 
Association at Sri Dharma-
palaramaya, Mount Lavinia 
gaining a strong foothold 
in the field of writing. He 
ventured to publish a 
‘Vesak Annual’, which was 
put out of the press for free 
distribution. Among his 
popular writings are: 
‘Nivanata Maga’, ‘Ketumati 
Rajadhaniya’, ‘Kosala Raju 
DutuSinia’, ‘Dhammo Have 
Rakkhati Dhammacari’ and 
so on.

All his writings were 
Dhamma-related subjects, 

especially focusing on ethi-
cal themes and events and 
narratives. By then he has 
had developed a very lucid 
and audience -captivating 
language style. This made 
him a regular contributor 
to Sinhala newspapers on 
subjects related to ethics, 
and anecdotes leading to 
readers to direct their 
attention to psychology 
which he purposely did to 
draw the attention of the 
readers to develop mental 
solace.

As he greatly admired 
missionary services of 
great Venerables such as 
Narada Thera, and Piya-
dassi Thera, he gradually 
devoted his time to the dis-
semination of Dhamma in 
foreign countries - not only 
Asia but even in the West. 
So, he travelled extensively 
in India, Nepal, China, and 
Japan etc. These mission-
ary activities took him to 
Germany, the United King-
dom and the United States 
of America (USA) too. 
With his lucid presentation 
of the Dhamma, he was 
able to address both the 
heart and the head of lis-
teners and win great admi-
ration of the large audienc-
es in those countries.

His real forte was 
preaching. This potential 
was in him from his young-
er days, but later it blos-
somed to take him to very 
high potential as a preach-
er, and many often 

described him as the “most 
appealing preacher”. He 
regularly broadcast ser-
mons over the SLBC’s 
Swadeshiya Sevaya, which 
had an islandwide audi-
ence. This ability was 
known not only as a pleas-
ant and eloquent preacher, 
but also as a compassion-
ate and soft communicator 
of the Dhamma which 
made him win both 
applause as well as general 
donors who were ready to 
willingly contribute to his 
services. Upali Dharmas-
ramaya in the vicinity of 
Kataragama is one such 
Dhamma-disseminating 
centre. This ability shed 
much light on Sri Dharma-
palaramaya making it a 
sort of cynosure not only 
of Buddhist devotees, but 
also of devotees of the 
other faiths who were 
interested in listening to 
his soothing style of 
preaching that made the 
listener’s experience a deep 
feeling of serene joy.

He undoubtedly was a 
tireless worker. He did not 
care about his health, but 
cared more about the devo-
tees and multifaceted audi-
ence who wished to listen 
to him, so often putting 
aside even medical advice, 
he had undertaken to go 
distances to meet and talk 
to those who eager to lend 
their ears. Travelling for 
this purpose, perhaps, he 
used a therapy he adopted 

to control his physical and 
mental weariness. This 
was the ‘bottle of medicine’ 
for him to overcome 
fatigue as well as aches and 
pains in the body. This 
therapy made him work 
hard, disregarding his per-
sonal problems, always 
focusing his mind on the 
good, benefit and welfare 
of others. This contributed 
to his selfless services that 
brought happiness, solace 
and mental peace to oth-
ers. This quality has made 
him come closer to the 
devotees who flocked 
around him wherever he 
went. His soft rather melo-
dious tone of speech, per-
haps, itself soothes the 
mind of the people, bring-
ing some pacification and 
relief to them. These quali-
ties made him extremely 
adorable.

All his adorable qualities 
and dedicated services to 
uplift the Sasana contribut-
ed immensely to the gradu-
al elevation of his position 
and stand in the Sangha 
community. Most Ven. Kos-
goda Dhammawasa Thera 
who very carefully followed 
the progress demonstrated 
by Ven. Kotugoda Dham-
mawasa Thera after much 
consideration urged him to 
accept the Co-Secretary 
post in the Sri Lanka 
Amarapura Maha Nikaya. 
The latter considered and, 
very soon demonstrated 
his capabilities and his 

ability to shoulder greater 
responsibilities. When he 
was subsequently elevated 
to the position of General 
Secretary all members col-
lectively and unanimously 
endorsed his appointment.

The Sangha community 
was completely satisfied 
with the way the Most Ven. 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa 
Thera managed the affairs 
as the General Secretary 
and the members eagerly 
prevailed upon him to 
accept the highest position 
- the President. After serv-
ing in that capacity for a 
considerable period of 
time, he was elevated to 
the esteemed position of 
‘Mahopadhyaya’.

He was appointed to the 
most elevated position of 
Supreme Maha Nayaka 
Prelate which fell vacant 
due to the passing away of 
the Most Ven. Dauldena 
Nanissara Maha Nayaka 
Thera of the Sri Lanka 
Amaparapura Nikaya. The 
highest ecclesiastical 
appointment was made on 
May 26, 2017. All Sri Lan-
kan leaders sought his 
blessings and advice at all 
times. He was a guiding 
light for generations and 
thanks to his sermons and 
books, his legacy will live 
on. May he attain the 
Supreme Bliss of Nibbana. 

 (The writer is the Director of 
the Postgraduate Institute of 
Pali and Buddhist Studies - 
Kelaniya University.)

Most Ven. agga Maha Panditha Kotugoda Dhammawasa Maha Nayaka thera

President Gotabaya rajapaksa and Prime Minister Mahinda rajapaksa seeking the blessings of
 Most Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Nayaka thera. all Sri Lankan leaders have sought his blessings and advice.

raNjith DaLuwatta

Most Venerable 
Agga Maha Pandi-
tha Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa 

Maha Nayaka Thera was one 
of the few Bhikkus in Sri 
Lanka who could keep the 
attention and the interest of 
his audience from the start of 
a talk to the end. His identity 
was his own superb inimita-
ble style of preaching. His 
serene, compassionate, pleas-
ing and pleasant delivery was 
coupled with a rhythmic and 
enchanting voice with simple 
but brilliant vocabulary.

His in-depth knowledge of 
Buddhist history and the his-
tory of Sri Lanka has made 
people understand that this 
great monk was indeed a liv-
ing encyclopedia. His wide 
knowledge on Buddhist phi-
losophy and of comparative 
religions made him the most 
distinguished and most 
learned popular Buddhist 
preacher in the island. Regu-
lar programmes uninterrupt-
ed for more than 60 years, 
clearly shows what a genius 
preacher he was. Millions 
were glued to the radio sets 
to listen to Ven. Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Maha Nayaka 
Thera.

 During his childhood, after 
school, Sirimevan had a habit 
of visiting the village temple. 
Here, with other children, he 
studied Buddhist books such 
as Buddhagajjaya, Namastasa-
takaya, Vadankavi Potha etc, 
Sinhala, Pali and Sanskrit 
under the chief monk Venera-
ble Kotugoda Pemananda 
Nayaka Thera. The little child 
was intelligent and hardwork-
ing. His meritorious deeds in 

Samsara must have motivated 
him to enter the Order.

 His close association with 
the village temple motivated 
him to be a Buddhist monk. I 
presume it would have been 
his meritorious deeds he 
accumulated in his previous 
births in his Samsaric jour-
neys that prompted Sirimevan 
Rodrigo to enter the Buddhist 
Order. He was an extraordi-
nary child. 

The Chief Priest at Kotugo-
da Temple, Venerable Kotugo-
da Pemananda Nayaka Thera 
had a close connection with a 
monk named Ven. Unawatune 
Dhammapala Thera, who had 
a small temple or Awasaya in 
Mount Lavinia. It was here at 
Dharmapalayaramaya Temple, 
Mount Lavinia, that the 
15-year-old Sirimevan Rodri-

go entered the Order on 
August 17, 1948, as Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa.

 He started his Pirivena 
education at the Paramad-
hammachetiya Pirivena, Rath-
malana and later at Vidyodaya 
Pirivena, Maligakanda. The 
young Samanera, Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa was a brilliant 
student. Further, he too 
attended all religious activi-
ties conducted by the Dhar-
mapalayaramaya Temple.

 It was during this time he 
started delivering Dhamma 
Anusasana. He enjoyed it and 
was committed to it. As his 
Guru, Ven. Unawatune Dham-
mapala Thera suffered from 
asthma, it was left to young 
Samanera Dhammawasa to 
deliver Anusasanas frequent-
ly. At a young age, he gained 

the art of delivering 
Anusasana.

 While studying at Vidyo-
daya Pirivena, Maligakanda, 
Ven. Dhammawasa Thera 
realized the value of English 
education. He learned English 
at the Padhanagara Dharmad-
huta Vidyalaya and later at 
the Pembroke Academy close 
to Royal College, Colombo.

 On July 10, 1954, Ven. 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa 
Thera obtained Upasampada - 
Higher Ordination. The 
Upasampada ceremony was 
conducted at the Kalugange 
Udakuppeke Simamalakaya, 
Kalutara. It was conducted 
and officiated by the late 
Agga Maha Panditha Ven. 
Beruwela Sirinivasa Maha 
Nayaka Thera.

 The great and pious monk 
Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa 
Thera was also a reputed 
Buddhist writer. He became a 
‘Literary Giant’ among the 
Buddhist monks. Apart from 
his Dhamma Anusasana from 
1965, he contributed enor-

mously to Buddhist literature 
by writing valuable books on 
Buddhism and printing them 
and distributing leaflets on 
Buddhism.

anusasana on radio

Records show that on April 
21, 1928, the first-ever Dham-
madesanawa was relayed on 
Radio Ceylon. It was deliv-
ered by Most Venerable 
Pelene Sri Vajiragnana Maha 
Nayaka Thera of Vajirarama-
ya, Bambalapitiya. Thereaf-
ter, Anusasanas were deliv-
ered by many reputed Bhik-
kus and Buddhist discus-
sions, Buddhist talks, Dham-
ma Chinta and weekly 
Anusasanas became a regular 
feature to date in Radio Cey-
lon and later at the Sri Lanka 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(SLBC). Ven. Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Thera succeed-
ed as the Chief Incumbent of 
Dharmapalayaramaya, Mount 
Lavinia after the demise of 
his ‘Guru Hamuduruwo’, Ven. 

Unawatune Dhammapala 
Thera.

 Added to his prowess as a 
leading Dhamma preacher, he 
took an active part in propa-
gating Buddhist missionary 
activities in countries such as 
Nepal, Japan, USA, Pakistan, 
Thailand, Russia, Myanmar, 
India, Mongolia, Siberia, and 
Singapore etc.

 Further, Ven. Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Nayaka Thera 
constructed a Buddhist centre 
named ‘Upali Dharma Ash-
ramaya’ close to Sella Kata-
ragama in a land donated to 
him by a devotee, Buddhini 
Devi Bandaranaike.

 Ven. Kotugoda Dhamma-
wasa Thera was honoured 
with the titles Dharmapala 
Vansalankara Saddharma 
Keerthi Sri Tripitaka 
Visharadha and Kotte Kalyani 
Samagri Dharma Maha Sang-
ha Sabha gave him the title 
Pravachana Keerthi Sri 
Sasana Sobhana.

Venerable Kotugoda Dham-
mawasa Thera was involved 
with most of the national, 
religious and cultural develop-
ment projects. He also served 
as the most venerated adviser 
for the Ministry of Buddha 
Sasana. He also functioned as 
Patron of the All Ceylon Bud-
dhist Association, Dehiwala 
Bauddhodaya Samitiya and 
Sri Lanka Buddhist and Pali 
Universities.

 There are more than 20 
pupils ordained under Ven. 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa 
Thera. There are 12 Nepalese 
priests, eight are from Czech-
oslovakia and two from Bang-
ladesh. Ven. Dr. Dhammapala 
Thera is currently in Los 

Angeles attending to mission-
ary activities. Then there are 
Ven. Thappasi Dhamma 
Thera of Nepal and Ven. Pro-
fessor Medawacchiye Dham-
majoti Thera, a senior lectur-
er at the University of Ceylon, 
Colombo.

Like their eminent teacher 
Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa 
Thera, all his pupils are pious, 
committed and disciplined 
monks who devote and com-
mit their entire life to the 
propagation of Theravada 
Buddhism.

 Many Buddhist devotees 
are not fully aware that at 
Dharmapalayaramaya Temple, 
Mount Lavinia you will find a 
branch or a sapling of the 
most venerated Ananda 
Bodhiya of India. It was gift-
ed to Ven. Kotugoda Dham-
mawasa Thera many years 
ago. Many Buddhist devotees 
daily flock to worship the 
branch of the Ananda Bodhi-
ya. Bodhi Poojas are held to 
venerate this important Anan-
da Bodhiya daily. This is 
probably the only Ananda 
Bodhi branch on Sri Lankan 
soil.

The great, pious, compas-
sionate and scholarly monk, 
Sri Lanka’s voice of Dhar-
madesanas, Ven Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Thera was the 
recipient of the prestigious 
title Agg Maha Panditha. He 
received this title on March 2, 
2007 at Swarnaguha Hall, 
Myanmar. The Most Venerable 
Maha Nayaka Thera passed 
away in the early hours of 
March 22 after a brief illness. 
He surely has achieved what 
all Buddhists yearn for. Sadhu 
Sadhu Sadhu.

An incomparable Bhikku of modern times

A pioneering messenger 
of BuddhA dhAmmA

his real forte was 
preaching. this potential 

was in him from his 
younger days, but later 

it blossomed to take him 
to very high potential as 

a preacher, and many 
often described him as 

the “most appealing 
preacher”. he regularly 

broadcast sermons over 
the sLBc’s swadeshiya 
sevaya, which had an 
islandwide audience. 

this ability was known 
not only as a pleasant 

and eloquent preacher, 
but also as a 

compassionate and soft 
communicator of the 
dhamma which made 

him win both applause 
as well as general 

donors who were ready 
to willingly contribute to 

his services

His in-depth knowledge of Buddhist 
history and the history of Sri Lanka has 

made people understand that this great 
monk was indeed a living encyclopedia. 

His wide knowledge on Buddhist 
philosophy and of comparative religions 

made him the most distinguished and 
most learned popular Buddhist preacher 

in the island. Regular programmes 
uninterrupted for more than 60 years, 

clearly shows what a genius preacher he 
was. Millions were glued to the radio sets 
to listen to Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa 

Maha Nayaka Thera

Most Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Maha Nayaka thera

Most Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Maha Nayaka thera
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Abstention of 14 nations from voting on UNHRC Resolution

‘More countries accepting 
Sri Lanka’s position’

The abstention of 14 nations 
including India and Japan from vot-
ing on the United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) Resolu-
tion on Sri Lanka is an indication 
that the incumbent Government’s 
attempt to turn the tide in favour of 
this country on the international 
front was gaining results, Chief Gov-
ernment Whip Highways Minister 
Johnston Fernando said yesterday.

Commenting on the UNHRC 
Resolution during a meeting with 
journalists at his Ministry, Minister 
Fernando said the good work of the 
Government to win the interna-
tional community’s support was 
gaining solid results as proven by 
the majority out of 47 countries 
which either voted for or abstained 
from voting in support of Sri Lanka.

“Eleven nations including Paki-
stan, China and Russia voted for us 
while 14 others abstained in sup-
port of us. This shows that the 
majority of countries rejected the 
unwarranted and unjustified inter-
ference by a group of Western 

nations in our internal affairs. All 
Asian nations stood in support of 
our country. This shows that we 
are on the right path to win the 
opinion of the international com-
munity,” the Minister said. The 
Resolution was “unwarranted, 
unjustified and in violation of rele-
vant articles of the United Nations’ 
Charter,” the Minister said.

“Our heroic Armed Forces mili-
tarily neutralized the LTTE in 2009 
after three decades of conflict. The 
Government acted in self-defence 
to safeguard the unitary state, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity 
from the world’s most ruthless sepa-
ratist terrorist organization. It has 
all the rights to do so because the 
LTTE was the only terrorist organi-
zation in the world which has killed 
two world leaders: a serving Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka and a former 
Prime Minister of India extending 
its terror beyond the borders of Sri 
Lanka,” he said.

The members of the international 
community should not forget the 

fact that the end of terrorism guar-
anteed the most cherished of all 
human rights - the right to life of all 
Sri Lankans – Sinhalese, Tamils 
and Muslims.

“Several Western countries col-
luded against our Motherland in 
bringing an unsubstantiated Reso-
lution against Sri Lanka. Those 
nations should keep in mind that 
they are acting not against a Gov-
ernment but against the aspirations 
of people in this country who have 
given us the mandate against UN 
resolutions. The Yahapalana Gov-
ernment, in a manner unprecedent-
ed in human rights fora, joined as 
co-sponsors of Resolution 30/1 
which was against our own country. 
We pledged to withdraw from co-
sponsorship of that Resolution 
when we campaigned for the last 
General Election and sought peo-
ple’s approval for that. They gave us 
a resounding victory. The rejection 
of this Resolution by the peoples of 
this country was clearly manifested 
in the mandate received by Presi-

dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Novem-
ber 2019.  Based on this mandate, 
we withdrew from co-sponsorship 
of the Resolution,” Minister Fer-
nando said. 

“Several countries working 
against Sri Lanka tabled another 
country-specific Resolution. Those 
are the very same nations that 
attempted but failed to save the 
LTTE during the last phase of war 
against terrorism. Their actions 
will result in a significant loss of 
morale among countries engaged in 
the struggle against terrorism,” he 
said.

The United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) handed over an atlas 
book on mangroves, salt marshes and 
sand dunes along the North-Western 
coast to Environment Minister Mahin-
da Amaraweera and Ministry Secretary 
Dr. Anil Jasinghe at the Ministry 
recently.

Robert Juhkam, Sri Lanka’s Repre-
sentative to the UNDP, Dr. Wickramag-
amage, the author in charge of compil-
ing this atlas book and their delegation 
were present.

Sri Lanka’s Representative to the 
UNDP Juhkam said he was pleased to 
be able to contribute to the preparation 
of such a book on Sri Lanka’s mineral 
as well as natural resources.

Ministry Secretary Dr. Jasinghe said 
this atlas book has published a lot of 
important information regarding man-
groves, sand dunes and bird migration, 
which are natural resources of the North-
Western coast of our country. “There-
fore, this will be of great assistance to 
the programme implemented by the 
Environment Ministry to identify envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas,” he said.

 He also said it was important to 
uplift the living standards of the people 
living along the North-Western coast, 
to eradicate poverty, to uplift the tour-
ism industry as well as to implement 
sustainable development programmes. 
He expressed his gratitude to the 
UNDP in this regard.

Atlas on natural resources of 
North-Western coast launched

Environment Ministry Secretary Dr. Anil Jasinghe receiving the atlas book on man-
groves, salt marshes and sand dunes along the North-Western coast while Environ-
ment Minister Mahinda Amaraweera and Sri Lanka’s Representative to the UNDP 
Robert Juhkam look on.
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The Thera’s style of preaching Buddha’s 
teachings was able to captivate both young 
and adults alike. The Most Venerable 
Thera was well versed in the conduct laid 
down by the Buddha. As a result, the eru-
dite Thera was honoured by the Maha 
Sangha of Sri Lanka and the rest of the 
world,” he remarked.

“Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera 
was sophisticated in the role of a Supati-
panna Bhikkhu. He never neglected his 
national responsibilities in the social and 

political spheres. The Most Ven. 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa Nayake 
Thera, who was a beacon of 
light as the Supreme Leader of 
the Amarapura Maha Nikaya, 
was a model to the entire world 
as a wise and compassionate human being. 
The demise of our Nayake Thera, who was 
dedicated to healing the country and socie-
ty, is an unbearable loss not only to me but 
also to the entire Buddhist community,” he 
stated.

sermons were admired by all followers.  
He said the late Mahanayake Thera visit-

ed a lot of countries for Dhamma sermons 
and ‘Sri Lankaramaya’ in Myanmar and 
‘Charumathi Viharaya’ in Kathmandu, 
Nepal were gifted to him by those who lis-
tened to his sermons during those foreign 
visits.  

Ven. Kotugoda Dhammawasa Mahanay-
ake Thera was also the author of a large 
number of books and among them “Kosol 
Rajuge Sihina”, “Kethumathi Rajadhaniya” 
and “Dhammo have rakkathi Dhamma 
chari” received the admiration of all.

The Prime Minister pointed 
out that Most Venerable Kotu-
goda Dhammawasa Mahanay-
ake Thera executed the 
responsibilities of a contempo-
rary Buddhist monk to the 
fullest.

“The country lost a knowledgeable and 
most disciplined Buddhist monk and it will 
be hard to fill that vacuum. I am grateful for 
all the Mahanayake Thera’s guidance and 
advice to me in my personal as well as polit-
ical life. The Mahanayake Thera was a great 
teacher to me,” the Prime Minister said.

The Court of Appeal would also 
make an order whether or not it would 
issue notices on the respondents 
regarding this petition.

On January 11, the Supreme Court 
convicted Ranjan Ramanayake for the 
offence of Contempt of Court and sen-
tenced him to a term of four years Rig-
orous Imprisonment.

When the writ petition came up 
before a Court of Appeal two-judge-
Bench comprising Justice (President) 
Arjuna Obeysekera and Justice Maya-
dunna Corea, both the petitioner and 
respondent parties informed that they 
have already filed written submissions 
regarding the petition.

Meanwhile, Counsel Suren Fernando 
appearing for Ranjan Ramanayake 
emphasised the importance of deliver-
ing an order before April 8 because his 
client is due to complete a three-month-
period after being convicted for Con-
tempt of Court.

Filing this petition though through 
his lawyers, Ramanayake is seeking an 
order restraining the Secretary General 
of Parliament from taking any steps to 
inform the Election Commission that 
he has vacated his seat as a Member of 
Parliament.

Ramanayake stated that irreparable 
harm and damage will be caused to him 
unless the interim relief is granted to 
the Petitioner in as much as he will be 
deprived of functioning as a Member of 

Parliament. The Petitioner further stat-
ed that the People’s franchise would 
also be adversely affected if he is 
wrongfully prevented from functioning 
as a people’s representative.

Ramanayake alleged that Secretary 
General of Parliament has not taken any 
step in terms of section 64 (c) of the 
Parliamentary Elections Act in respect 
of Premalal Jayasekara who was elected 
as a Member of Parliament from the 
SLPP which is presently the governing 
party and continues to sit and vote as a 
Member of Parliament despite his con-
viction of the offence of murder and has 
been imposed a sentence of death.

He alleged that Secretary General of 
Parliament would be acting illegally, 
unlawfully, and inter alia in violation of 
Article 12(1) and Article 12(2) of the 
Constitution which guarantee the Peti-
tioner the equal protection of the law 
and freedom from discrimination on the 
grounds of political opinion.

President’s Counsel Faiz Mustapha 
with, M.A. Sumanthiran PC, Counsel 
Suren Fernando with Keerthi Thille-
karatne under the instructions of Vidan-
apathirana Associates appeared for Ran-
jan Ramanayake.

Additional Solicitor General Indika 
Demuni de Silva with Deputy Solicitor 
General Nerin Pulle, Senior State Coun-
sel Awanthi Perera and Senior State 
Counsel Suharshi Herath appeared for 
the Attorney General.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa presented 
a Cabinet Paper on Tuesday for the above 
measures considering the great service ren-
dered to the nation, religion and Sasana by 
the Mahanayake Thera, and it was approved 
by the Cabinet.

Late Supreme Prelate of Amarapura Sect, 
Dharmapala Wanshalankara, Saddarma 
Keerthi, Sri Tripitaka Vageeshwara, 
Prawachana Keerthi Sri Sasana Sobana Sri 
Sumangala Vidyawathasa, Most Venerable 
Agga Maha Panditha Mahopadya Kotugoda 

Dhammawasa 
Thera passed 
away on March 
22 at the age of 
88 while receiv-
ing treatment at 
a private hospital in Colombo.

The cremation will be held with full State 
Honours at 4.00 pm at Independence 
Square, Colombo today on the instructions 
of the President, Prime Minister and the 
Buddhist Affairs Department.  

This decision has been 
taken following a recom-
mendation by the Negotia-
tions Committee appoint-
ed by the Cabinet of Min-
isters.

The Health Ministry 
has decided to vaccinate 
14 million Sri Lankans 
against the COVID-19 
virus. Under the first 
phase, it is expected to 
vaccinate five million peo-
ple. The National Medical 
Regulatory Authority has 
approved the emergency 
use of the Russian made 
Sputnik V vaccine in Sri 
Lanka.

Responding to a ques-
tion by a journalist, Min-
ister Rambukwella said 
that the second dose for 
people who have already 
been vaccinated with the 
AstraZeneca vaccine will 
be administered as 
planned previously. The 
Sputnik V vaccine will be 
administered to the peo-
ple in selected areas 
according to a proper plan 
prepared by the Health 
Ministry.    

 Department to inform 
about the decisions taken 
at this week’s Cabinet 
Meeting.

Previously, it was decid-
ed to reopen schools for all 
grades in the Western 
Province on April 19. But 
the Director-General of 
Health Services, Dr. Asela 
Gunawardena has granted 
approval to resume aca-
demic activities of all 
grades on Monday (29).

Academic activities of 
Grades 05, 11, and 13 of 
schools in the Western 
Province commenced earli-
er this month.

Responding 
to a question 
by a journal-
ist, Prof Peiris 
said that a 
decision has 

not yet been taken with 
regard to the resumption of 
tuition classes in the West-
ern Province.

In response to another 
question by a journalist 
who inquired about vacci-
nation against COVID-19 
for teachers, Co-Cabinet 
Spokesman Minister 
Keheliya Rambukwella said 
that the vaccinations will 
be given on a priority basis 

and around 45 to 50 per-
cent of people in the West-
ern Province have already 
been vaccinated and teach-
ers live in high risk areas 
of the Western Province 
have already received the 
vaccine.

“After completion of the 
vaccination drive in the 
Western Province, it has 
decided to start the vacci-
nation of people in the 
Central Province since the 
second-highest rate of 
COVID-19 cases have been 
recorded from the Central 
Province,” the Minister 
said.  

In his petition, Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake had 
cited the Commissioners 
of the Presidential Com-
mission retired Supreme 
Court Judge Upali Abey-
ratne, retired Court of 
Appeal Judge Chandrasiri 
Jayatilake and former IGP 
Chandra Fernando, Com-
mission Secretary Pearl 

Weerasinghe, Cabinet of 
Ministers and the Attorney 
General as respondents.

The petitioner stated 
that the recommendations 
and decisions made in sev-
eral instances against the 
petitioner is purely on the 
basis that he was a mem-
ber of the National Execu-
tive Council or Anti-Cor-
ruption Unit.

The petitioner stated 
that the recommendations 
of the PCoI are unreason-
able, arbitrary and in 
breach of his legitimate 
expectations. He further 
said recommendations 
would affect his political 

career. Dissanayake reiter-
ated that the petitioner at 
no time whatever consent-
ed to being a member of 
the Anti-Corruption 
Inquiry.

The JVP leader stated 
that on an overall basis 
the petitioner among 
other persons has been 
found guilty of the follow-
ing wrongdoings.

(A).The petitioner is 
said to have committed 
the offence of corruption 
in terms of the section 70 
of the Bribery Act.

(B).The petitioner is 
said to have committed 
offences against Public 

Property. (C).The peti-
tioner by implication is 
said to have wielded influ-
ence of the Director in 
charge of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Committee.

The petitioner is seek-
ing an Interim Order 
restraining respondents 
from taking any steps in 
respect of the petitioner 
based on the Presidential 
Commission report.

The petitioner further 
said the Cabinet of Minis-
ters had taken a decision 
to implement the recom-
mendations of the Com-
mission of Inquiry dated 
January, 18, 2021.

Police Media Spokesperson DIG Ajith 
Rohana stated.

He further stated that the body had been 
brought down in a SriLankan Airlines flight 
under the name Rajapaksha Kasun Maduran-
ga.

The Airport Police had obtained a court 
order to keep the body at the Negombo Hos-
pital until the investigation was concluded, 
DIG Ajith Rohana further said.

“Accordingly, DNA samples had been 
obtained from the deceased and the mother of 
the suspected person. It has been confirmed 
that the deceased is “Keselwatta Dinuka” and 
the DNA had been tallied with those from his 
mother,” the DIG added.

He also noted that the fingerprint records 
obtained from ‘Keselwatte Dinuka’ and stored 
with the Criminal Records Division before he 
had left the country had also tallied with the 
fingerprints from the body.

The autopsy of ‘Keselwatte Dinuka’ had 
been carried out by the Judicial Medical Offic-
er of the Negombo Hospital, who collected 
various samples from the body and they 
would be sent to the Government Analyst’s 
Department.

Having received the Government Analyst’s 
report, the cause of death would be revealed 
by the Judicial Medical officer, the Police 
Spokesman said.

In addition, the Court has ordered the 
remains of the deceased to be handed over to 
the wife of ‘Keselwatte Dinuka’.

The burial of ‘Keselwatte Dinuka’ took 
place at the Mannokka Hena General Ceme-
tery yesterday under COVID-19 health safety 
guidelines.
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He observed that there is 
a great deal of discrepancy 
between the correct infor-
mation as well as the truth 
and the information 
received by the Office of the 
High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR). 

Responding to a question 
by a journalist at the weekly 
cabinet media briefing, 
Minister Rambukwella said 
that there is a big problem 
with providing credible 
information to the UNHRC, 
and there is a question as to 
how the OHCHR obtained 
the information.

However, the Minister 
said that preparations are 
being made to present the 

facts to the world in a very 
clear manner to beat the 
campaign of misinforma-
tion.

The Resolution titled 
“Promoting reconciliation, 
accountability and human 
rights in Sri Lanka” (A/
HRC/46/L.1/Rev.1) was 
adopted by the 47-Member 
UNHRC with 22 votes in 
favour and 11 votes against 
on Tuesday. Fourteen Mem-
ber States including India 
abstained from voting.

The UNHRC has no legal-
ly binding power over 
states and any action such 
as targeted sanctions, asset 
freezes and travel bans, 
which were recommended 

by the OHCHR report on 
Sri Lanka against perpetra-
tors of alleged human rights 
violations, will depend on 
individual countries. 

The budget estimate that 
goes along with the Resolu-
tion has made provision for 
a high-level human rights 
officer for enhanced moni-
toring of the human rights 
situation in Sri Lanka. 

The newly adopted Reso-
lution includes, among 
other things, setting up of a 
mechanism to preserve evi-
dence for prosecutions in 
the future. The mechanism 
will be handled by the 
OHCHR with a staff of 12 
personnel.  

 The COPE members who drew their 
attention to this stated that it is observed 
that the officials of the Lanka Mineral Sands 
Limited have taken steps to mislead even the 
Cabinet of Ministers.

It was also revealed that the current price 
of a metric ton of ilmenite is close to US$ 
240. The committee focused on the decline 
in sales in 2020 compared to the total sales 
in 2018 and 2019. It was revealed that 
85,000 metric tons of these ilmenite miner-
als, which were sold to a buyer in October 
2020, are still stored in the Pulmudai , 
which is causing a loss to the company due 
to lack of storage facilities.

Officials of Lanka Mineral Sands Limited 
said that the deadline for the removal of the 
consignment has been extended due to the 
prevailing Covid situation. It was revealed 
that payments had been made only for 
65,000 metric tons from this stock and pay-
ment for another 20,000 metric tons is to 
be recovered.

The COPE Chairman recommended to 
the Secretary to the Ministry of Industries 
to investigate the matter and submit a 
report within a month. He also said that the 
stock of ilmenite should be removed as soon 
as possible and the arrears should be recov-
ered.

cOPe seeks... From page 01

a huge loss to... From page 01

unhrc cannot... From page 01

country lost... From page 01

Former Finance Minister Ravi Karunanay-
ake, Perpetual Treasuries Limited (PTL) ben-
eficiary owner Arjun Aloysius, PTL Chief 
Dealer Kasun Palisena, Chairman of PTL Jef-
frey Joseph Aloysius, Chitta Ranjan Hulugalle, 
an executive officer of the Public Debt 
Department of the Central Bank Sangarapillai 
Padumanathan and, an executive officer of the 
Employees Provident Fund Indika Saman 
Kumara were remanded.

Deputy Solicitor General Haripriya 
Jayasundara and Senior State Counsel Lakmi-
ni Girihagama appeared on behalf of the 
Attorney General.

President’s Counsels Faiz Musthapha, Anil 
Silva, Shavindra Fernando, Gamini Marapana, 
Naveen Marapana, Sampath Mendis and 
Attorneys Jeewantha Jayathilleke appeared for 
the defence.

The defence Counsels appearing for Ravi 
Karunanayake and other seven accused who 
are remanded, made further submissions 
before the court seeking bail in view of the 
prevailing COVID-19 situation as well as the 
fact that their clients are suffering from vari-
ous ailments.

The Attorney General alleged that the Per-
petual Treasuries limited has used Central 
Bank’s important undisclosed information to 
artificially alter the final outcome of the 
Treasury Bond auction. The Attorney General 
further alleged that this fraud has caused 
injustice to other primary sellers in the bond 
market and the PTL has acted cunningly and 
made a huge profit and conspired to cause a 
huge loss to the Government.

The charges have been filed Under Section 
56 of the Registered Securities and Exchange 
Ordinance for conspiracy, criminal misappro-
priation, cheating and market manipulation in 
respect of the Bond auctions in March 2016.

The indictments were filed against 11 
accused comprising 32 charges. They are; for-
mer Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayke, 
CBSL former Governor Arjuna Mahendran, 
Perpetual Treasuries Limited (PTL) benefi-
ciary owner Arjun Aloysius, PTL Chief dealer 
Kasun Palisena, Chairman of PTL Jeffrey 
Joseph Aloysius, Chitta Ranjan Hulugalle, 
Muthuraja Surendran, Ajahn Gardiye Punchi-
hewa, , Sangarapillai Pathumanapan, Badugo-
da Hewa Indika Saman Kumara.

The Attorney General said the accused 
could be charged for conspiracy to commit 
criminal misappropriation in respect of Treas-
ury Bonds to the face value of Rs. 36.98 bil-
lion and Rs. 15 billion respectively in March 
2016.

Bond scam case:..From page 01

ROSAMALAR MATHER - Loving 
daughter of late Mr & Mrs E.A. Arnold 
of Manipay,  beloved wife of late William 
Mather,  precious mother of Shanthi 
& Upali,  Selvan & Nithya,  Premini & 
Lakshman,  Ruki and late Viji and Renuka 
& Rajan,  grandmother of Roshan,  Alicia,  
Kishon & Katie,  Kedesh & Arti,  Kester,  
Sanjay & Doris,  great grandmother of Ewan 
& Zale,  loving sister of late Rutnam,  of 
Ranee,  late Joel,  late Clement,  of Beatrice,  
late Stanley,  late Edward,  late Irene,  of 
Gladys,  Chandran and Sarojini. Remains 
will lie at A.F. Raymond’s Parlour on 
Friday 26th March from 8 a.m. Service at 
3 p.m. followed by Cremation at the New 
Crematorium,  General Cemetery Kanatte at 
4.30 p.m. (New Crematorium). 022986

The Registrations of Persons Department 
(RPD) yesterday requested the public reserve 
a prior date before visiting the Department 
offices to obtain the National Identity Cards 
(NICs).   

The Department said taking an appointment 
is mandatory and no one would be allowed to 
visit without a prior appointment.   

Persons who wish to visit and obtain NICs 
are requested to call 0115226126 or 
0115226100 or contact the Department offices 
of relevant Divisional Secretariats.

RPD request
to public

REMEMBRANCE

DHAMMIKA RANJANI WIJETILLEKE
She lived a life fi lled with unconditional love, generosity and 
simplicity. 
She was a loving, caring mother to all she knew. 
She was a devoted wife that always put her needs second.

She lived a beautiful, full and long life, surrounded by those that 
loved her and those she loved back. 
Independent minded and strong willed. 
She was the calming strength we all leaned on, for everything.

May she continue to be born amongst us for the remainder of 
her peaceful journey through Sansara and fi nally 

Attain the peaceful Bliss of Nirvana. 
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NCCSL condoles Passing Away of Most Ven.Aggamaha Panditha
 Kotugoda Dhammawasa Mahanayake Thera  

The National Christian Council of Sri 
Lanka (NCCSL) is deeply saddened with 
the news of the demise of the Supreme 
Mahanayake Thera of the Amarapura 
Nikaya, the Most Venerable Aggamaha 
Panditha Kotugoda Dhammawasa Maha-
nayake Thera, especially at the time when 
the country is at a cross road needing 
leaders of such stature in its arduous 
journey of reconciliation, peace and heal-
ing.   

The Most Ven. Aggamaha Panditha 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa Mahanayake 
Thera was an affable religious leader, who 

in espousing the cause for tolerance and 
peace provided the much-needed leader-
ship for religious and ethnic harmony in 
our land with his close association with 
The National Christian Council of Sri 
Lanka (NCCSL).   

At this time of great loss, The National 
Christian Council of Sri Lanka, whilst 
offering its condolences to the Amarapu-
ra Nikaya and the people of the country, 
prays that the legacy of the Most Ven. 
Aggamaha Panditha Kotugoda Dhamma-
wasa Mahanayake Thera will continue to 
bear fruit in the hearts and minds of us all 

as citizens of Mother Lanka. May the 
Most Ven. Aggamaha Panditha Kotugoda 
Dhammawasa Mahanayake Thera, attain 
the Supreme Bliss of Nirvana.   

Signed:   
Rev. Ebenezer Joseph, Chairperson 

of The National Christian Council of 
Sri Lanka and President, Methodist 
Church of Sri Lanka. Rt. Rev. Keer-
thisiri Fernando, Bishop of Kurunega-
la, Church of Ceylon, Rt. Rev. Dushan-
tha Rodrigo, Bishop of Colombo, 
Church of Ceylon, Rt. Rev. Daniel Thi-
yagarajah, Bishop of Jaffna, Church of 

South India, Rev. Heshan De Silva, 
President, Sri Lanka Baptist Sangama-
ya, Rev. Shirley Faber, President, Chris-
tian Reformed Church, Rev. Saman 
Perera, Moderator, Presbytery of 
Lanka, Col. Nihal Hettiarachchi, Terri-
torial Commander, Salvation Army of 
Sri Lanka, Rev.Dr.Chrisso Handy, Gen-
eral Superintendent/Chairperson, 
Assemblies of God of Ceylon, Rev. 
George Niranjan, Acting President, 
Foursquare Gospel Church, Rev. Max-
well Doss, General Secretary, National 
Christian Council of Sri Lanka 

‘chief prelate provided much-needed 
leadership for religious and ethnic harmony’

The passing away of The Most Venerable 
Kotugoda Dhammawasa Thera, the supreme 
Mahanayake of the Amarapura Maha Nikaya 
is a great loss to the country, the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of Sri Lanka stated in a 
news release issued yesterday. The release 
stated: “We value his courageous and untir-
ing efforts to promote and foster ethnic and 
religious harmony in our multi-ethnic, mul-
ti-religious country. We wish to make note 
of his ability to explain simply and clearly 
the deep Buddhist philosophical concepts 
to his devout listeners. We offer our condo-
lences on the demise of the Most Venerable 
Prelate to the Maha Sangha as well as to all 
the Buddhist brethren in our country.”   

nayaka thera’s demise 
a great loss – Catholic 
Bishops Conference   

IShArA MuDugAMuwA  

The Cabinet of Ministers granted approv-
al to allow the suspended importation of 
ceramic products on a 180-day loan basis.  

The Cabinet of Ministers on Tuesday 
approved a proposal made by Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Raja-
paksa in his capacity 
as the Minister of 
Finance to submit 
Gazette Notification 
No. 2214/56 issued 
on 11.02.2021 under 
the Import and 
Export Control Act 
No. 1 of 1969 for par-
liamentary approval.  

The Gazette also 
permits the importa-
tion of sarees other 
than batik and hand-
loom garments and 
textiles on a 90-day 
loan basis.  

approval for suspended  
importation of ceramic products 

The 20th death anniversary of 
former Assistant Superintendent 
of Customs late Sujith Prasanna 
Perera, who paid the ultimate price 
for doing his job fearlessly, fell yes-
terday.

Sujith was shot on March 24, 
2001, by two gunmen on a motor-
cycle when he was driving his car 
from his residence to work. At the 
time of his death, he was engaged 
in a series of investigations against 
unscrupulous importers and fellow 
officers who had worked hand-in-
hand with such importers. This 
killing became a case of public 
interest and, after a speedy trial, 
the suspects were brought to book 
and sentenced to death.

Sujith left his wife Angela and 
his only daughter Ayesha, who was 
one-and-a-half years old at the time 
of his death. Sujith, having joined 
the Customs Department as a new 
recruit in 1989, was posted to its 
Intelligence and Investigation Unit. 
His investigating skills and ability 
to handle cases secured him a 
place at the Preventive Division, as 
a Preventive Officer, at a very 
young age.

Sujith became an intelligent and 

an experienced investigating offic-
er by handling many large fraudu-
lent cases. His understanding of 
how to handle cases, untiring hard 
work, and in-depth knowledge of 
Customs Law made him an out-
standing and memorable investi-
gating officer of Sri Lanka Cus-
toms. 

During his short career, he dis-
played dedication, courage, and the 
desire to fight against Customs 
Law offenders, and, in particular, 
the corruption within the Customs 
Department. He had a vision for a 
corruption-free Customs adminis-
tration, and had no hesitation in 
leading from the front to expose 
those who were practising corrup-
tion.

Sujith set high ethical and per-
formance standards to the Cus-
toms service and was an example 
to all officers, irrespective of sen-
iority. He maintained high integri-
ty and he had been commended by 
several heads of the Customs 
Department, as well as by several 
international investigating agencies 
he worked with closely to resolve 
customs frauds.

I had the privilege of working 

with Sujith when I was posted as 
the Chief Preventive Officer in 
1998. He was one of those rare 
officers who did not bow to inter-
nal, external, or political pressure. 
He focused and committed himself 
to his job, to the 
extent of disregard-
ing even death 
threats against him. 
Irrespective of the 
parties involved, he 
carried out his inves-
tigations and never 
reserved himself from 
enforcing the law 
against those con-
cerned.

As we pray for 
Sujith’s soul to rest 
in peace, I feel there 
will be many of 
Sujith’s calibre in 
the government ser-
vice who could dem-
onstrate and uphold 
a high level of integ-
rity—who could 
fight and stand up 
against corruption. 
It is our duty, to 
encourage and pro-

tect such officers who could 
make a difference in our mother-
land.

gAMINI wArShAPPeruMA
Former Customs Advisor,

Ministry of Finance

Sujith Prasanna Perera

He had an unwavering will 

Senior Congress 
leader P Chidambar-
am on Wednesday 
urged the people of 
Tamil Nadu to punish 
the AIADMK-BJP 
alliance in the upcom-
ing state assembly 
elections for abstain-
ing from the UNHRC 
vote on Sri Lanka.

He also termed the 
development as 
“gross betrayal of the 
Tamil people”. India 
abstained from vot-
ing on the Resolution 
on Sri Lanka in the 
UN Human Rights 
Council. This is a 
gross betrayal of the 
Tamil people and 
their unanimous sen-
timent and desire, 
Chidambaram said 
on Twitter.

“The people of 
Tamil Nadu must and 
will punish the AIAD-
MK-BJP alliance for 
this grievous blow to 
the interests of the 
Tamils,” he said in 
another tweet.

India had abstained 
from voting, saying 
its approach to the 
question of human 
rights in Sri Lanka is 
guided by two funda-
mental considera-
tions. One is support 
to Lankan Tamils for 
equality, justice, dig-
nity and peace and 
the other is ensuring 
the unity, stability 
and territorial integ-
rity of that nation.

 (PTI)

unhrc Vote: 
chidambaram 
attacks centre 
for abstaining
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The government has ini-
tiated a programme to clean 
103 rivers and strengthen 
the banks of tanks in the 
country, Irrigation Minister 
Chamal Rajapaksa told Par-
liament yesterday.  

The minister and said he 
would visit Anuradhapura 
on March 31 to commence 
the construction work of the 
Lower Malwathu Oya Res-
ervoir, adding that he 
intends to discuss with the 

officials responsible for the 
protection of the Tissa 
Wewa regarding the misuse 
of its water.  

Responding to a question 
raised by MP Buddhika 
Pathirana, Minister Raja-
paksa said that the Tissa 
Wewa has been contami-
nated. He added that unau-
thorised settlers and hotel 
owners were responsible 
for it. 

MP Pathirana said that 

the main concern sur-
rounding the matter was 
the formation of racketeer 
groups.  

Futhermore, the minister 
said that bathing has been 
prohibited at the tank, add-
ing that alternate bathing 
spots have been set up at 
the banks of the Abhaya 
Wewa, Bulankulama Wewa, 
and Malwathu Oya. He 
added that a programme 
would be conducted to 

raise awareness on the mat-
ter.   

Pathirana also inquired 
whether it was possible to 
construct two reservoirs 
inside the Sinharaja Rain-
forest under the Irrigation 
Ordinance. Rajapaksa said 
that there were many weak-
nesses in the current Irriga-
tion Act, and that the min-
istry has proposed amend-
ments to it to the Attorney 
General’s Department.  

Government to renovate 103 
rivers, reservoirs: Chamal

Tourism Minister Prasanna Ranatunga 
said in Parliament yesterday that perma-
nent solutions would be provided to solve 
the issues faced by tour guides as soon as 
the tourism industry returns to normal. 
He was responding to a question raised 
by Parliamentarian Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake under Standing Order 27 (2).  

Pointing out that the United Nations 
World Tourism Organisation (WTO) has 
predicted that tourism would recover by 
2022, the minister said that the govern-
ment aims to restore Sri Lanka’s tourism 
industry at least to the level of 2019.  

According to the syllabi prepared by 
the Sri Lanka Institute of Tourism and 
Hotel Management, the Provincial Coun-
cils issue licences to local regulators and 
conduct courses for them. The Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority issues 
licenses for the National Guidance Course 
and Tourist Driver Guidance Course con-
ducted by the Institute of Tourism and 
Hotel Management. The Sri Lanka Insti-
tute of Tourism and Hotel Management 
on Quality and Capacity Development of 
the Tour Guide service offer the Commu-
nity-Based Tourism Event Course, Event 
Management Courses, as well as Moun-
taineers and Guides Courses. “Measures 

have been taken to protect the standards 
of the tour guide service. I have no objec-
tion to increasing the minimum daily 
wage of tour guides and have appointed a 
committee headed by the Ministry Secre-
tary,” he added. The Committee Members 
include Chairman S. Hettiarachchi (Tour-
ism Ministry Secretary), S.L. Dhammika 
K. Wijesinghe (Tourism Development 
Authority Director-General), D.A.P. Wee-
raratne (PC), Mahen Kariyawasam 
(SLAITO Chairman), and Mahesh Priya-
darshana (Tourist Guides’ Association 
President).   

The minister said the committee had 
discussed salary increments for tour 
guides, but considering the plight of the 
tourism industry due to the pandemic, it 
was decided that it is not the right time.  

solutions soon for tour guides’ 
salary issues: Prasanna

Trade Minister Dr. Bandu-
la Gunawardena said in Par-
liament yesterday that Rs.26 
billion had been spent to 
import big onions during the 
previous regime. He added 
that when domestic produc-
tion decreases, goods have to 
be imported from abroad to 
meet the local demand.  

He said that because of the 
efforts made to increase 
domestic production 
between 2010 and 2014, the 
import of big onions was 

limited to 794 Megatonnes, 
at a cost of Rs.31,632 mil-
lion. However, the import of 
big onions increased to 1,141 
Megatonnes between 2015 
and 2019 due to the collapse 
of the agricultural produc-
tion sector.  

Replying to a question 
raised by MP M.A. Muzam-
mil, Dr. Gunawardena said 
that more than Rs.58.40 bil-
lion had been spent for 
importing big onions during 
the previous regime. He 

added that traditionally, no 
matter what government 

comes to power, only a spe-
cific group of businessper-
sons focuses on imports.  

Muzammil inquired about 
the media reports that 13 
containers of coconut oil 
containing carcinogens have 
been released to the market 
as per the high demand dur-
ing the Sinhala and Tamil 
New Year season. He added 
that there are about 20 con-
tainers of coconut oil left that 
are not yet released to the 
market. He questioned as to 

whether an investigation has 
been initiated regarding the 
matter.  

Dr. Gunawardena said he 
had informed the Chairman 
of the Consumer Affairs 
Authority to investigate the 
matter and submit a report. 
Moreover, the Health Minis-
try has recommended Cus-
toms to re-export the coco-
nut oil, he said, adding that 
attempts have been made to 
promote soybean oil at a 
lower price.  

Previous Government spent rs.26 billion 
on big onion imports: Dr. Gunawardena

Environment Minister 
Mahinda Amaraweera 
stated in Parliament yes-
terday that the govern-
ment has taken action to 
expand the Sinharaja Rain-
forest threefold. He said so 
in reply to a question 
raised by MP Shantha 
Bandara during the oral 
questions round in Parlia-
ment yesterday regarding 
the alleged deforestation 
at the rainforest.  

Despite critical state-
ments made by the media, 
social media, and the Oppo-
sition regarding the matter, 
the former President had 
submitted a gazette notifi-
cation to increase the Sin-
haraja Rainforest’s area 
from 12,000 hectares to 
36,000 hectares. The 
gazette notification could 
be published after discus-

sions with the current Pres-
ident, he said.  

Minister Amaraweera 
said the land in question 
does not belong to the forest 
land of Sinharaja, and that 
he would be receiving a full 
report in this regard today. 
He added that approval has 
been obtained from the 
Divisional Secretariat for 
the construction of three 
houses on the said land 
located 3.6km away from 
the reserve. No deforesta-

tion has been reported yet, 
he said.  

Amaraweera also said 
that considering the 
demands of the public, the 
government has decided to 
reconsider the acquisition of 
135 houses, tea estates, and 
private lands, as well as the 
adjoining land. The relevant 
divisions are conducting 
investigations. There is no 
undue government interven-
tion in this regard, he added.  

In reply to Bandara’s 
inquiry on the role of Geol-
ogy and Mines Bureau in 
the matter, Amaraweera 
said the bureau is responsi-
ble for exporting minerals, 
issuing licenses for trade 
and exports, and advising 
the minister on related mat-
ters. He added that the 
bureau issued 582 mining 
permits in 2019. The total 

income earned by the office 
was Rs.166.99 million.  

Referring to the excava-
tions carried out in the his-
torical and ecologically-sen-
sitive areas of the Kurune-
gala District, MP Bandara 
said that although develop-
ment is essential for a coun-
try, the issuance of a permit 
by the Colombo Head Office 
for the removal of soil in the 
said areas had caused con-
troversy.  

Minister Amaraweera 
said a report has been 
received regarding the mat-
ter, and that the process has 
been temporarily suspend-
ed. He said the issue is to be 
investigated, and that the 
ministry would be able to 
review if the District Devel-
opment Committees could 
submit their opinions on 
the zones in question.  

Government to expand sinharaja 
rainforest threefold: Amaraweera

The government would 
continuously provide relief 
to migrant workers facing 
difficulties due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Labour Minister Nimal 
Siripala De Silva said in 
Parliament yesterday. He 
said so in reply to a ques-
tion raised by MP Ven. 
Athuraliye Rathana Thera 
regarding the plight of 
immigrant workers affected 
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  

Minister de Silva said, 
“Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, migrant workers, 
especially those in West 

Asia, are losing their 
employment. The Ministry 
of External Affairs has air-
lifted over 10,000 packets 
of dry rations to Doha and 
Dubai as relief to Sri Lan-
kan migrant workers stuck 
in the region.”  

“The government has so 
far spent Rs.82 million on 
medical examinations, sur-
gical masks, medicine, tem-
porary accommodation, as 
well as air tickets. The For-
eign Employment Bureau 
has provided Rs.12 million 
for the same purposes as 
well. There have been some 
shortcomings, but the gov-

ernment will continue to 
provide relief to these 
workers,” he added.   

The minister said, 
“When the COVID-19 epi-
demic broke out, a mission 
of 119 officers was deployed 

to provide service to these 
migrant workers. Later, it 
was decided to reduce that 
number to 32. Steps will 
also be taken to formulate a 
transparent system to 
appoint officials for welfare 
activities that were previ-
ously politicised.”  

“The External Affairs 
Ministry has launched a 
web portal called ‘Contact 
Sri Lanka’ to address the 
grievances of migrant 
workers. This allows Sri 
Lankans living abroad to 
register online and report 
any emergencies,” he 
added.   

‘Government to continue providing 
relief to migrant workers’

A section of Diyawanna 
Lake has been polluted due 
to the disposal of wastewa-
ter, it was revealed in Par-
liament yesterday. Speaker 
Mahinda Yapa Abeywarde-
na stated that immediate 
measures would be taken 
to clean the affected area 
with the assistance of the 
Sri Lanka Land Develop-
ment Corporation.   

The issue was brought 
up when Opposition 
Leader Sajith Premadasa 
questioned the House as 
to why a part of Diyawan-
na Lake has turned yel-
low. 

“As we entered the Par-
liament premises, I noticed 
to the left that the water 
had turned yellow. I would 
like to know if the Speaker 

of the House has inquired 
into this matter.”   

The Speaker said that he 
had already looked into the 
matter. He added that 
wastewater from the Par-
liament water tank had 
been disposed of into the 
lake.  

Premadasa said that if 
that were then case, it 
would be an act of environ-

mental pollution. “This is 
the legislative where the 
225 lawmakers of the coun-
try meet at. If environmen-
tal pollution is taking place 
at this location, what more 
is there to talk about what 
happens elsewhere in the 
country?” he questioned. 

sajith raises concerns over 
diyawanna lake pollution

National People’s Power leader MP 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake, under 
Standing Order 27/2, raised concerns 
over the establishment of a new mini-
mum daily wage of a tour guide in 
Parliament, yesterday.   

He said, “Around 1,500 tour guides 
in the country are making significant 
contributions to the protection of the 
tourism industry. They are providing 
their services free-of-charge to travel 
agencies as licencees who have regis-
tered after a course conducted by the 
Sri Lanka Tourism Development 
Authority. Those institutions pay for 
the services. They have been request-
ing the government to gazette the new 
minimum daily wage for over a year. 
Under Chapters 53 and 54 of the Tour-
ism Act No. 38 of 2005, the power to 

gazette the minimum 
daily wages of tourism 
service providers is 
vested in the Chair-
man of the Tourism 
Development Authori-
ty.”   

“In January, last 
year, negotiations with 
the Tourism Develop-
ment Authority 
regarding their mini-
mum daily wage led to an agreement to 
pay USD 35 per day. However, as they 
state, the decision in this regard has 
been referred to the minister in charge, 
as the Board of Directors of the Tour-
ism Authority did not fully agree with 
it. A committee headed by the secre-
tary to the ministry was appointed on 

June 5, 2020, but no 
final decision was 
taken to gazette the 
relevant daily salary. 
They are requesting 
that steps be taken to 
gazette this with effect 
from November,” he 
added.  

Dissanayake ques-
tioned, “Does the gov-
ernment acknowledge 

that a quality service is expected from 
travel guides to protect the high stand-
ards of the tourism industry? What is 
the minister’s decision on the mini-
mum daily wage of USD 35 for tour 
guides? Will the Tourism Development 
Authority gazette the minimum daily 
wage with effect from November?” 

anura Kumara raises concerns over delay in 
raising tour guides’ minimum wages

Road accident deaths 
and other public transport 
service issues have been 
prevalent during recent 
decades, Cooperative Ser-
vices State Minister Las-
antha Alagiyawanna said. 
He said so joining the 
debate on regulations 
under the Motor Traffic 

Act in Parliament, yester-
day.

The minister said 
around 3,000 people lose 
their lives per year due to 
these issues, adding that 
the number cannot be 
ignored. He said that the 
recommendations made 
following the Yangalmo-

dara accident that 
occurred 15 years ago had 
not been implemented 
until the recent Passara 
accident.

Alagiyawanna said the 
reluctance of the Motor 
Traffic Department to 
accept modern technology 
is the main reason behind 

its inability to implement 
the proposed recommen-
dations.

‘road accident deaths, prevalent 
issue during recent decades’

Public transport services have not 
seen any development under the pre-
sent government. However, the set-
ting up of towers and other unneces-
sary projects are being implemented, 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya Parliamen-
tarian Niroshan Perera said. He said 
so joining the debate on the regula-
tions under the Motor Traffic Act in 
Parliament, yesterday.

The MP said that accidents such as 
the one in Passara could have been 
prevented if the government had 
developed the transport service. He 
added that it would be beneficial to 
upgrade railway services as well, pro-
posing that a railway line could con-
nected to the Colombo Port as well.

State Minister Dilum Amunugama 
said that improvements such as 

e -ticketing 
are on the 
cards. MP 
Perera said 
that the road accident death rate has 
been high this year, adding that 510 
people have already died this year. 
He said the government should take 
immediate steps to lower these num-
bers.

Government yet to develop public 
transport services: Niroshan

Archaeological excava-
tions are necessary to study 
how ancient Sri Lankan 
civilizations formed, 
National Heritage State 
Minister Vidura Wickrama-
nayake said in Parliament 
yesterday. He said so in 
response to an Adjourn-
ment Motion on the excava-
tions moved by Tamil 
National Alliance Parlia-
mentarian Sivagnanam 
Sritharan.   

He added that the coun-
try’s archaeological sites do 

not belong to a single reli-
gion or community, but to 
the entire country. The 

state minister also assured 
that none of the studies 
would be halted.   

The state minister invit-
ed MP Sritharan and others 
concerned about the matter 
to discuss it with him next 
Monday at the ministry. He 
said he would invite 
Archaeological Department 
officials to the meeting as 
well.   

Wickramanayake said 
that this year’s National 
Vesak Festival would be 
held at Nagadeepa. He 

added that parallel to the 
festival, projects would be 
launched to renovate Bud-
dhist temples and Hindu 
kovils as well.  

MP Gamini Waleboda 
said that the Archaeological 
excavations conducted in 
Kurunegala in 2013 showed 
that civilizations at the site 
date back 15,000 years. Par-
liamentarians Charles Nir-
malanathan, S. Rasaman-
nikkam, and Niroshan 
Perera also joined the 
debate.  

‘archaeological excavations necessary 
to study sl’s ancient civilizations’
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Minister of Public Security 
Rear Admiral Sarath Weerasekara 
at a meeting with the Ambassa-
dor of the People’s Republic of 
China Qi Zhenhong which was 
hosted at the Ministry of Public 
Security, thanked the Chinese 
Ambassador for all the assistance 
rendered by the Chinese Govern-
ment and the People’s Republic 
of China for their ardent support 
in combating the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The Minister also thanked the 
Chinese Government for their 
steadfast support in Geneva and 
in all other international fora, for 
continually protecting the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of 
Sri Lanka and all other member 

states equitably and fairly; and 
stated that China has always 
been a dependable and reliable 
friend to Sri Lanka. 

Minister Weerasekara and the 
Chinese Amabassador deliberat-
ed on methods in which bilateral 
cooperation in terms of economic 
affairs, defence and politics can 
be further strengthened and in 
which both their governmental 
bodies could work more closely 
in better facilitating one another. 
The Meeting which was held on 
March 18 was carried out as a 
diplomatic courtesy to further 
fortify the already unassailable 
bilateral cooperation that contin-
ues to exist between the two 
states.

Sri Lanka thanks China 
for steadfast support

Minister of Public Security Rear Admiral Sarath Weerasekara meeting 
with the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China Qi Zhenhong.

The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Limited (ANCL) yesterday 
deployed two new buses for 'Dinamina Colombo-Katharagama 
Express Service'. The buses with a seating capacity of 54 were 
inspected by the Director Board led by Lake House Chairman W. 
Dayaratne, PC at the Lake House premises.
 Picture by Saman Sri Wedage 

Archbishop of Colombo His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith paid his last respects to 
the late Most Venerable Aggamaha Panditha Kotugoda Dhammawasa Mahanayake Thera 
of the Sri Lanka Amarapura Maha Nikaya at Sri Dharmapalaramaya in Mount Lavinia 
yesterday afternoon. 
Picture by Boralesgamuwa Group Seneviratne Kahatapitiya

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA 

The G.C.E.Advanced Level 
Examination results are expect-
ed to be released by the end of 
April, Education Minister Prof. 
G.L.Peiris said. 

He was speaking at the Cabi-
net media briefing held at the 
Government Information 
Department yesterday. 

"The results of the 2020 
G.C.E. Ordinary Level examina-

tions which ended on March 10 
are scheduled to be released in 
June and it has been decided to 
start the G.C.E. Advanced Level 
classes by July," the Minister 
said.

The Minister further said that 
no decision has been taken yet 
regarding the holding of this 
year's Scholarship Examination 
in August and that a final deci-
sion will be announced soon.

A/L results expected by April end

ASELA 
KURULUWANSA

The Wildlife Con-
servation Depart-
ment (WCD) yes-
terday conducted a 
special operation to 
save a fully grown 
leopard, which was 
trapped in a snare 
set by a poacher.

The wild animal 
had tried to break free 
and had come near a farm in 
Bopaththalawa while still caught 
in the snare.

Director-General of Wildlife 
Chandana Sooriyabandara said 
a WCD team led by a veterinar-
ian was dispatched to the loca-
tion to rescue the leopard.

Nuwara Eliya WCD officials 
said the animal had to be tran-
quilised for the purpose. Chil-
dren on their way to school had 
witnessed the trapped leopard 
and alerted the locals. The vil-
lagers said the poacher might 
have set the snare to catch wild 
boar.

WCD saves leopard trapped in snare

The rescued Leopard.

Wanted a suitable building on rent basis for the relocation 
of the following branch in the Uva Province

� Building should have been legally constructed and should not be older than 10 years
�  Minimum fl oor area of 2,250 – 3250 square feet is required and if it is a storeyed building, 

the ground fl oor should be at least 2,250 square feet with the remaining space available 
on the upper fl oor  

�  Minimum road frontage should be at least 30 feet and should be within town’s commercial 
limits 

� There should be a generator room of around 100 square feet in the building
�  Should have parking space for at least 03 vehicles and should have been suitably 

prepared for parking
� Should have the facilities to obtain telephone connection from Sri Lanka Telecom
�  Should have 3 phase electricity and the electricity system should have been arranged to 

suit the bank requirements.
�  Water supply should be available and a water tank of at least 1000 litres capacity should 

have been placed in high elevation at a suitable place
� There should be at least 02 toilets and could be used separately for males and females
� Floor of the building should have been fully tiled and a ceiling should have been fi xed
�  There should be grills protecting the rear door and windows or should fi x the grills as 

required by the bank 
�  Building owners should agree to enter into a lease agreement with the Bank of Ceylon for 

at least fi fteen (15) years 
�  Owner of the building should agree to make the changes proposed by the bank after 

inspection of the selected building
� Building owner should have the legal rights to enter into an agreement with the bank 

Interested building owners are requested to send relevant details mentioning the 
expected monthly rental along with copies of the approved building plan, survey plan, 
title deed and the Certifi cate of Conformity (COC) to reach the following address within 
14 days of this advertisement. 

Assistant Chief Manager (Uva)
Bank of Ceylon,

Uva Provincial Office,
No. 17, Hill Drive,
Keppetipola Road,

Badulla.  

HALI ELA BRANCH
  Proposed building should conform to the following Speci cations: 

Bank of Ceylon
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MPs are paid to be representatives of their 
constituents. They have to do that job. - Gina Miller

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

The Elections Commission has proposed far 
reaching changes to the proposed new Constitu-
tion affecting the conduct of elections and rules 

and conduct governing Parliamentarians. The recom-
mendations have been presented to President’s 
Counsel Romesh De Silva who is heading an eminent 
panel tasked with accepting proposals.   

Among the EC recommendations to be included in the 
new Constitution is a proposal to make it compulsory 
for each candidate who enters Parliament after the 
conclusion of a poll to submit accurate information 
regarding his/her campaign funding within 30 days of 
the release of the result, with powers vested in the EC 
to unseat candidates upon failure to comply.   

This indeed is a salutary proposal that would ensure a 
level playing field. If not, only candidates with money 
power and the backing of businessmen will prevail. 
The proposed new Constitution is expected to do 
away with the Proportional Representation (PR) sys-
tem in favour of the First-Past-the Post (FPP) system 
or a mix of both PR and FPP, thus ending the unfair 
and unequal contest where a candidate with scarce 
financial resources is at a huge disadvantage in hav-
ing to cover an entire electoral district. In that sense, 
a level playing field would be assured and educated 
and cultured individuals will get a chance.   

The EC also wants a provision to grant itself powers to 
unseat any MP who fails to attend Parliament for at 
least one third of its sittings within the first two years. 
This is based on the perennial problem of chronic 
absenteeism in our Legislature. It could also be an 
attempt to get MPs to meet their obligations to the 
voters by being present in Parliament. Another rec-
ommendation calls for an amendment to expand the 
scope of a referendum to include seeking public opin-
ion to determine whether or not a particular Act 
passed in Parliament would be acceptable to the 
public. The provision, if accepted, would pave the way 
for challenging post-enactment legislation, Switzer-
land-style, which hitherto has been a No Go Zone.   

The expert panel should also accept the proposal of 
the EC making it mandatory for political party leaders 
to abide by the original National List. Moreover, in 
case of failure to nominate a National List MP seven 
days after an election, the EC could be empowered to 
fulfill this task. Had such a provision been in exist-
ence, the UNP would already have had its single 
National List nominee in Parliament in August last 
year with the matter taken out of the hands of the 
Party Leader.  

‘Yuthukama’ represented in Parliament by its leader 
Gevindu Cumaratunga has also unveiled many salu-
tary proposals that could win public support. Yuthu-
kama has opposed Parliament being turned into a 
mere rubber stamp and instead wants more freedom 
for MPs to entertain independent views and take 
independent stances. Among the Yuthukama propos-
als submitted is one that calls for recognition to be 
granted by the Speaker to any bloc of MPs compris-
ing 25% from any political party or 5% of the 225 
members in Parliament in the event such a bloc takes 
a common stand independent of that which is taken 
by the political party or parties concerned.  

In the past there were MPs representing the ruling 
party who remained independent and spoke against 
policies of the Government while still remaining within 
the Government’s fold. But in today’s political climate 
such a scenario could be envisioned only in the con-
text of the Parliamentary Opposition.  

Many would also subscribe to the idea of by–elections 
proposed by Yuthukama. If an MP is expelled from 
Parliament for acting in defiance of the party, it is only 
right that he/she be replaced if the mandate of the 
electors is to be honoured.  

Yuthukama also wants the number of Cabinet Minis-
ters to be restricted to 30 and Deputy/State Ministers 
to 50. The Yuthukama proposal to make MPs eligible 
for pensions only at the end of serving two terms is 
also laudable. This we hope will receive a favourable 
response from the expert panel.  

The pension issue of MPs has been sticking out like a 
sore thumb and is one of the chief reasons for the 
public to heap scorn of politicians. It is a travesty of 
justice when Government servants have to work 25 
years or more to be entitled to pensions, whereas 
MPs take the easy route of five years. What is more, 
Public Servants have to complete eight working hours 
a day five days a week for the duration of their work-
ing life while MPs have only eight days of Parliament 
sittings for a month and can come and go as they 
please. They are paid an allowance for attending Par-
liament when it is exactly for this purpose they were 
elected anyway.  

MPs should also be given only one Duty Free vehicle 
permit for the duration of their entire Parliamentary 
career and not be eligible multiple times for this 
expensive facility which they abuse each time they 
get elected. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa who has 
won wide admiration for his efforts to cut down on 
waste and eliminate corruption should give his atten-
tion to these important matters.   

Praiseworthy 
proposals   
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T
he Resolution relating to Sri Lanka at the 
United Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
was passed on Tuesday bringing to an 
end, weeks of intense diplomatic discus-
sions between Colombo and many other 

nations that had generated considerable interest both 
in the country and also internationally.  

The resolution, moved by a so-called ‘Core Group’ 
of countries comprising Britain, Germany, Canada, 
North Macedonia, Malawi and Montenegro was 
endorsed by 22 votes to 11. Fourteen countries, 
including India on whom much interest was focused, 
chose to abstain from voting.  

Countries that voted against Sri Lanka were Argen-
tina, Armenia, Austria, Bahamas, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Ivory Coast, Czech Republic, Denmark, Fiji, France, 
Germany, Italy, Malawi, Marshall Islands, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Poland, Republic of Korea, Ukraine, 
Britain, Northern Ireland and Uruguay.   

Bangladesh, Bolivia, China, Cuba, Eritrea, Paki-
stan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Somalia, 
Uzbekistan and Venezuela supported Sri Lanka. Bah-
rain, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Gabon, India, Indone-
sia, Japan, Libya, Mauritania, Namibia, Nepal, Sene-
gal, Sudan and Togo abstained.   

This is a reflection of how geopolitical loyalties 
around the globe are split into ‘bloc’ votes rather than 
being a true indication of the merits of the resolution 
before the UNHRC. It also means that Sri Lanka 
would be on UNHRC’s agenda every six months till 
September 2022.  

Human rights

The resolution before the UNHRC censured Sri 
Lanka for what it called were human rights viola-
tions. Most of these alleged violations were deemed 
to have occurred during the final phase of the Eelam 
War in May 2009. These allegations, not confirmed 
by credible evidence, are disputed by Sri Lanka.  

The resolution was largely based on a report on Sri 
Lanka by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet. Throughout the 
negotiation process leading up to Tuesday’s vote, 
Colombo maintained that Bachelet’s report was based 
on unsubstantiated accusations.  

The resolution requests the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to 
enhance its monitoring and reporting on the situation 
of human rights in Sri Lanka, including on progress 
in reconciliation and accountability, and to present an 
oral update to the UNHRC subsequently.  

The resolution also encourages the OHCHR and 
relevant stakeholders to provide, in consultation with 
and with the agreement of the Government of Sri 
Lanka, advice and technical assistance to implement 
these measures, in effect bringing human rights 
issues under closer scrutiny.  

In Colombo, the Government does not interpret 
the vote as a ‘defeat’ for the country. Rather it, con-
siders it important to inform the rest of the world the 
context in which the final Eelam War took place and 
the ultimate result of the conflict which is the dawn 
of a stable peace in the country.  

Colombo has attempted to re-iterate the message 
that organisations which are attempting to carry on 
the legacy of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) have a vested interest in prosecuting the Sri 
Lankan Government and its troops which were suc-
cessful in destroying the LTTE in 2009.  

Unfortunately, the exodus of civilians from Sri 
Lanka at the height of the war has meant that West-

ern nations such as Britain, Canada and Germany 
attracted many of these civilians who now form a 
substantial and vocal segment of their population. 
Their Governments are compelled to listen to them.  

This electoral reality and the use of professional 
lobbyists have resulted in Sri Lanka becoming a tar-
get of a group of nations regularly at the annual ses-
sions of the UNHRC. For the Government in Colom-
bo though, the more relevant question is the real 
fallout of the UNHRC resolution.  

Domestically, the Government has no major con-
cerns. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected in 
November 2019 with a massive majority over his 
closest rival, Sajith Premadasa. Since then, the Gov-
ernment has consolidated its power through two 
events of great political significance.  

The first was the August 2020 General Election 
where the ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna 
(SLPP) won 145 seats, just a few short of a two-thirds 
majority. The second was enacting the 20th Amend-
ment to the Constitution which further strengthened 
President’s Rajapaksa’s position.  

The general election also saw the annihilation of 
what was then Sri Lanka’s major opposition party, the 
United National Party (UNP). Even as the newly 
formed Samagi Jana Balavegaya (SJB) emerged as a 
viable alternative, some of its members switched 
allegiance to vote for the 20th Amendment.  

With such a stable political base to rely on neither 
the President, the Government nor the SLPP will feel 
threatened in any way by the UNHRC resolution. In 
fact, it is quite possible that the resolution could be 
utilised by the Government to secure an advantage in 
the domestic political landscape.  

That is because the previous Government led by 
then President Maithripala Sirisena and then Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe adopted a policy of 
appeasing the UNHRC, co-sponsoring a resolution on 
Sri Lanka that obligated the Government to comply 
with many UNHRC requirements.  

These requirements, while placating human rights 
advocates and the Eelam lobbyists, also meant adopt-
ing an inquisitorial approach towards the troops who 
sacrificed life and limb for their Motherland. This did 
not resonate well with the local electorate which saw 
it as a betrayal of the heroic war effort.  

Politically, it may have also cost the previous Gov-
ernment dearly as the then opposition, spearheaded 
by the SLPP was not shy to say that the then Govern-
ment’s policy of reconciliation with the UNHRC came 
at the cost of national pride and that it also ques-
tioned the integrity of our troops.  

The subsequent election results- both at the Presi-
dential Election and the General Election- suggest 
that this may be one of the factors that further alien-
ated the then Government from the sentiments of the 
average voter. Conversely, Tuesday’s vote could there-
fore be to the Government’s advantage.  

Provincial Council elections

The government is now actively considering the 
possibility of conducting elections to all nine Provin-
cial Councils in June this year. This is a recent change 
of stance from a previous decision not to conduct 
provincial polls until the introduction of a new Con-
stitution for the country.  

There are complexities in the current legislation 
which hinder the conduct of PC elections. These are 
being looked in to with a sense of urgency. This is 
with a view to facilitate the elections which are now 
overdue in all councils throughout the country. The 

polls are due to follow. The UNHRC vote could poten-
tially be used by the Government to convey to the 
voter that it values the war effort of our troops and 
their subsequent victory over the LTTE much more 
than catering to the demands of the international 
community and global organisations such as the 
UNHRC.  

It is also noteworthy that the main opposition 
party, the SJB, has hardly taken issue with the Gov-
ernment on its handling of the UNHRC resolution. 
Bearing more nationalistic credentials than its parent 
party, the UNP, the SJB would be wary about berating 
the Government on this particular issue.   

There was some concern that the passage of the 
UNHRC resolution could result in Sri Lanka- or some 
individuals in positions of authority at the time of the 
war- being dragged to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). In fact, this was a demand by some 
Eelam lobbyists campaigning against the country.   

This is not so. In the lead up to the vote on the 
UNHRC resolution, pro-LTTE groups had written to 
Britain’s Minister of State for South Asia and the 
Commonwealth Tariq Ahmad seeking his support for 
referral of the matter to the ICC. Ahmad’s response 
clarifies the position regarding this matter.  

“Sri Lanka is not a party to the Rome Statute which 
established the ICC. As a result, the ICC has no juris-
diction to investigate Sri Lanka. It could only do so if 
Sri Lanka accepts the jurisdiction of the ICC, or if the 
UN Security Council refers Sri Lanka to the ICC 
through a resolution,” Ahmad has said.  

In elaborating his response, Ahmad reveals Brit-
ain’s thinking on the issue, saying that “We do not 
judge that this step would have sufficient support 
among Security Council members. It would not help 
accountability in Sri Lanka for an ICC referral to fail 
to win Security Council support or be vetoed”.  

Domestic mechanisms

In more practical terms, the government has indi-
cated that whatever co-operation Sri Lanka extends 
to the UNHRC would be limited to domestic mecha-
nisms. The Government intends to maintain its posi-
tion that international judicial processes would 
amount to a violation of the Constitution.  

“The Government is committed to domestic mecha-
nisms to address the grievances of those affected,” 
Education Minister G. L. Peiris said. “Foreign interven-
tions are not acceptable,” Prof. Peiris said, noting that 
any move to gather evidence, examine them and insti-
tute an inquiry threatened the country’s sovereignty.  

Minister Peiris also questioned why Western coun-
tries remained focused on Sri Lanka which had 
moved on to peace and stability following the end of 
the war, noting that foreign Governments, the Tamil 
Diaspora and LTTE-rump organisations are pursuing 
a hostile agenda against Sri Lanka.  

Tuesday’s vote will bring the curtain down on a 
period of hectic diplomatic activity but it will not be 
the end Sri Lanka’s dealings with the UNHRC. The 
resolution passed this week would again be reviewed 
in upcoming sessions of the UNHRC, making this 
process now an almost annual routine.  

Despite attracting criticism from certain countries, 
the Government will however take up the position 
that it has done what it believes to be in the best 
interests of the nation, protecting the honour and 
dignity of its troops which rid the country of terror-
ism and secured a peace that has lasted to this day, 
apart from the events of April 2019, which in any case 
had no connection per se to the earlier conflict.   

UNHRC Vote
Govt. defends 

Sovereignty 
and Troops

UNHRC in session. 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Education Minister Prof. G. L. Peiris UK’s South Asia Minister Tariq Ahmad UN Human Rights Commissioner Michelle Bachelet

The UNHRC vote could potentially be used by the Government 
to convey to the voter that it values the war effort of our troops 

and their subsequent victory over the LTTE much more than 
catering to the demands of the international community 

and global organisations such as the UNHRC.  
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Although the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
Resolution on Sri Lanka was 
adapted at the 46th Session yes-

terday, with 20 members voting for it, as many 
as 25 member states refused to vote in sup-
port, with 11 voting against and 14 abstain-
ing.   

Foreign Minister Dinesh Gunawardena 
described the vote as the Global South coa-
lescing against its Northern counterparts. The 
countries of the Global South – Asia, Latin 
America and Africa - refused to vote for the 
West-sponsored Resolution against Sri Lanka. 
The most populous countries in the world, 
China and Russia voted against the Resolution 
and two others with massive populations - 
India and Indonesia - abstained. Latin Ameri-
ca’s Bolivia, Cuba, and Venezuela, Africa’s 
Somalia and Eritrea and Asian friends Paki-
stan, Philippines, Bangladesh and Uzbekistan, 
in addition to China and Russia voted against 
the Resolution.  

Let us examine the countries that supported 
the Resolution apart from the Western spon-
sors and their dubious records. Those who 
succumbed to Western pressures and voted 
against Sri Lanka include Fiji, Marshall 
Islands, Cote D’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), Malawi, 
Uruguay and Brazil, a few countries with most 
unsavoury records of human rights violations 
and military coups.   

The UNHRC was chaired by Fijian Ambas-
sador to the UN, Nazhat Shameem Khan 
dressed in a Sari displaying her Indo- Fijian 
origin (a father is a Pakistani and the mother 
is an Indo- Fijian). When Fiji was elected to 
the Council and when she promised to give “… 
the South Pacific region a voice in the world’s 
main human rights body”, those who knew 
the South Pacific well pointed out that “Fiji 
should start by allowing its own citizens to 

speak out and express themselves at home, 
without fear of reprisals.” (https://devpolicy.
org/fijis-review-at-the-human-rights-council-
highlights-lack-of-progress-on-civic-free-
doms-20191129/)  

After all, anybody who had studied politics 
of that area knows the role of the military in 
Fiji where the leaders of the two major politi-
cal parties are not only former military offi-
cials but are former coup leaders. The racially 
divided politics of Fiji are marked by divisions 
between native Fijians (54.3%) and Indo-Fiji-
ans (38.1%), descendants of Indian contract 
labourers brought to the islands by the British 
colonial powers in the 19th century.   

Fundamental Rights  

Prime Minister Rear Admiral Frank Baini-
marama was the leader of 2006 coup (he also 
led the countercoup of 2000) and has held 
onto power, albeit through a few elections dur-
ing some of which Fundamental Rights includ-
ing freedom of speech, association, and assem-
bly were not “widespread”. His Fiji First Party 
managed to get support of most of Indo-Fiji-
ans votes. The 2018 election was won by his 
Fiji First Party with just over 50% of the vote 
and 27 seats. The main opposition party, the 
Social Democratic Liberal Party (SODELPA) 
led by Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka, (sometimes 

referred to in the press as “Colonel Steve 
Rambo.”), best known as the instigator of two 
military coups that shook Fiji in 1987, won 
around 40 percent of the vote.   

Though Rear Admiral Frank Bainimarama 
“restored” democracy and held elections, he 
retains a number of decrees from pre-democ-
racy days to retain power. These include the 
Media Decree, which curbs the freedoms of 
the press and encourages self-censorship 
(Bainimarama remains notoriously sensitive 
to criticism) and the Public Order Decree, 
which restricts the ability of groups to hold 
public meetings. His 2013 Constitution also 
states “It shall be the overall responsibility of 
the Republic of Fiji Military Forces to ensure 
at all times the security, defense, and well-
being of Fiji and all Fijians” - fairly flexible 
wording that could be used to rationalize fur-
ther military interference in the country’s 
political affairs. Rear Admiral Frank Bainima-
rama’s authoritarian instincts remain a con-
cern to many Fijians who believe that future of 
“democracy” in Fiji is in danger if future 
democratic results are less favourable to him.  

Yet, all that was kosher as his Fiji First Party 
has the support of the Western world. His 
coups and decrees are democratic, according 
to the lopsided logic of the West.   

Another country to accuse Sri Lanka of 
human rights violations was Marshall Islands, 

a country ceded to U.S. control after the 
World War II. The US used it for nuclear test-
ing. From 1946 to 1958, the United States 
detonated 67 atomic bombs on the islands—
the equivalent of 1.6 Hiroshimas a day for 12 
years. The effects are still felt today, and the 
Marshall Islands are one of the countries least 
visited by tourists.   

This sprawling chain of volcanic islands and 
coral atolls in the central Pacific Ocean, 
records a population of 58,791 people. Bikini 
Atoll, where The US military conducted nucle-
ar testing from 1946 through 1958 is one of 
the atolls in the chain.   

Key issues  

The Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
though claiming to be a sovereign state, has a 
Compact with the US which has agreed to pay 
at least US$ 57 million every year. Under the 
Compact, the United States has full authority 
and responsibility for security and defence of 
the Marshall Islands, and the Government of 
the Marshall Islands is obligated to refrain 
from taking actions that would be incompati-
ble with these security and defense responsi-
bilities.  

In the United Nations, the Marshall Islands 
has always followed the United States and on 
all key issues match its vote with the United 
States 100% of the time. For example, in 
December 2017, the Marshall Islands was one 
of just nine countries (including the United 
States and Israel) to vote against a motion 
adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) condemning the United 
States’ recognition of Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. Finally, Marshall Islands still recog-
nizes Taiwan and maintains diplomatic rela-
tions with it. And of course they too have a 
great Human Rights record. Even the right to 
sell their babies to the US.  

Human trafficking  

Other than the Bikini Atoll, the only media 
coverage these islands received was the more 
recent British media coverage about an aston-
ishing and shameless human trafficking ring, 
operating for years across the Marshall Islands 

archipelago and the United States of America. 
The racket involved pregnant women from 
Pacific being lured to the United States with 
offers of US$ 10,000 and the promise of a new 
life in America, to give up their babies. If they 
sell babies for US$ 10,000 what would be the 
price for a UNHRC vote, one may ask?  

Malawi is another well-known human rights 
violator. One of the poorest countries, in 
Malawi democracy is often manipulated by the 
military. Malawi’s sixth tripartite elections 
were conducted in May 2019. The Presidential 
Poll results were nullified in February 2020 by 
the Constitutional Court. Fresh Presidential 
Elections were held on June 23, 2020 where 
Lazarus Chakwera of the Malawi Congress 
Party and Saulos Chilima of the UTM Party 
were elected as President and Vice President 
respectively after getting 58.6% of the votes. 
Peter Mutharika of the Democratic Progres-
sive Party and United Democratic Front coali-
tion, who received 39.4% of the votes accused 
the military of election malpractices.  

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) was another 
country that supported the Resolution. On 
many occasions the Côte d’Ivoire Government 
was accused of impunity and political violence, 
notably by its undisciplined Army and politi-
cized judiciary. Côte d’Ivoire held local elec-
tions in October, with pockets of violence 
between rival political factions leaving several 
people dead. Although Ivorian judges contin-
ued to investigate the crimes of the 2010-11 
post-election crisis, President Alassane Ouatt-
ara declared an amnesty for crimes related to 
the 2010-11 crisis, which has raised concerns 
that victims will not get justice in Ivorian 
courts.   

The ICC is currently prosecuting Laurent 
Gbagbo, the former President, and Charles Ble 
Goude, a former youth minister and leader of 
a pro-Gbagbo militia, for crimes against 
humanity allegedly committed during the 
2010-11 post-election crisis. The ICC is also 
investigating crimes committed by pro-Ouatta-
ra forces.  

Ironically, these countries with long records 
of human rights violation were among the 
UNHRC members who supported the Resolu-
tion against Sri Lanka for the obvious reason 
of falling in line with their colonial masters.  

Human Rights violators 
gang up against Sri Lanka   

Fijian leader Frank Bainimarama  Foreign Minister Dinesh Gunawardena Lazarus Chakwera of Malawi

A newspaper account of the Rabuka regime in Fiji.

Fiji’s Ambassador to UN Nazhat Shameem Khan

Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands.

representatives of global majority vote against resolution   human rights record of some backers shocking 

Sugeeswara 
Senadhira

ANIS CHowDHuRy and 
JoMo KwAMe SuNDARAM 

At least 85 poor countries 
will not have significant 
access to coronavirus vac-
cines before 2023. Unfor-

tunately, a year’s delay will cause an 
estimated 2.5 million avoidable deaths 
in low and lower-middle income coun-
tries. As the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) Director-General has put 
it, the world is at the brink of a cata-
strophic moral failure.  

The EU, US, UK, Switzerland, Can-
ada and their allies continue to block 
the developing country proposal to 
temporarily suspend the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) agreement to enable 
greatly increased, affordable supplies 
of COVID-19 vaccines, drugs, tests 
and equipment.  

Meanwhile, 6.4 billion of the 12.5 
billion vaccine doses the main produc-
ers plan to produce in 2021 have 
already been pre-ordered, mostly by 
these countries, with 13% of the glob-
al population.  

Thirty two European and other rich 
countries also have options to order 
more, while Australia and Canada 
have already secured supplies enough 

for five times their populations. Poor 
countries, often charged higher pric-
es, simply cannot compete.  

Big Pharma has also refused to join 
the voluntary knowledge sharing and 
patent pooling COVID-19 Technology 
Access Pool (C-TAP) initiative under 
WHO auspices. Thomas Cueni, Inter-
national Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers and Associations 
(IFPMA) Director General, snubbed 
the launch, claiming he was “too 
busy”.  

Pfizer’s CEO dismissed C-TAP as 
“nonsense” and “dangerous”, while 
the AstraZeneca CEO insisted, “IP is 
a fundamental part of our industry”. 
Such attitudes help explain some 
problems of alternative vaccine distri-
bution arrangements such as COVAX. 
According to its own board, there is a 
high chance that COVAX could fail.  

VACCINe CoMpANIeS  

Despite knowing that many devel-
oping countries have much idle capac-
ity, Cueni falsely claims the waiver 
“would do nothing to expand access 
to vaccines or to boost global manu-
facturing capacity”, and would jeop-
ardise innovation and vaccine 
research.  

Big Pharma claims manufacturing 
vaccines via compulsory licensing or a 
TRIPS waiver “would undermine 
innovation and raise the risk of unsafe 
viruses”. US Big Pharma representa-
tives wrote to President Biden earlier 
this month claiming likewise.  

Both Salk and Sabin made their 
polio vaccine discoveries patent-free, 
while many contemporary vaccine 
researchers are against Big Pharma’s 
greedy conduct only rewarding IP 
holders regardless of the varied, but 
crucial contributions of others.  

Vaccine companies require contract 
prices be kept secret. In return for 
discounts, the EU agreed to keep 
prices confidential. Nonetheless, 
some negotiated prices were inadvert-
ently revealed, with a UNICEF chart 
listing prices from various sources.  

Reputedly the cheapest vaccine 
available, Oxford-Astra Zeneca’s is 
sold to EU members for around US$ 2 
each. Although trials were done in 
South Africa, it still pays more than 
twice as much, while Uganda, even 
poorer, pays over four times as much.  

US negotiated bulk prices, for Mod-
erna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines, 
are much higher, at US$ 15.25–19.50 

per dose in several contracts, yielding 
60–80% profit margins. Moderna will 
charge the rest of the world US$ 
25–37 per dose.  

Quite understandably, most devel-
oped countries opposing temporary 
TRIPS suspension have provisions in 
their own IP laws to suspend patent 
protection in the national interest and 
for public health emergencies.  

Canada, Germany, France and oth-
ers have recently strengthened their 
patent laws to issue compulsory 
licences for COVID-19 vaccines and 
drugs. European Council President 
Charles Michel announced that the 
EU could adopt “urgent measures” by 
invoking emergency provisions in its 
treaties.  

Similarly, in the US, 28 US Code 
sec.1498 (a) allows the Government 
to make or use any invention without 
the patentee’s permission. To handle 
emergencies, the 1977 UK Patents 
Act (section 55) allows the govern-
ment to sell a patented product, 
including specific drugs, medicines or 
medical devices, without the paten-
tee’s consent.  

When avian flu threatened early 
this century, the US was the only 
country in the world to issue compul-
sory licences to US manufacturers to 
produce Tamiflu to protect its entire 
population of over 300 million. The 
drugs were not used as the virus was 
not brought over either Pacific or 
Atlantic Oceans.  

DeVeLopING CouNtRIeS  

By helping developing countries 
expand vaccine manufacturing capac-
ity and access existing capacity, US 
President Biden can earn much world 
appreciation overnight. US law and 
precedence enables such a unilateral 
initiative.  

The Bayh-Dole Act allows the US 
Government to require the owner or 

exclusive licensee of a patent, created 
with federal funding, to grant a third 
party a licence to an invention. Mod-
erna received about US$ 2.5 billion 
from Operation Warp Speed, which 
dispensed over US$ 10 billion.  

Moderna was founded in 2010 by 
university researchers with support 
from a venture capitalist. It has 
focused on mRNA technology, build-
ing on earlier work by University of 
Pennsylvania scientists with National 
Institutes for Health (NIH) funding.  

The vaccine developer also used 
technology for previous coronavirus 
vaccines developed by the NIH. The 
NIH also provided extensive logistical 
support, overseeing clinical trials for 
tens of thousands. Moderna has 
already announced it will not enforce 
its patents during the pandemic.  

Thus, POTUS has the needed lever-
age. The Bayh-Dole Act applies to 
Moderna’s vaccine, enabling the 

Biden administration to act indepen-
dently and decisively against vaccine 
apartheid.   Developing countries not 
only need to have the right to produce 
vaccines, but also the requisite techni-
cal knowledge and information. 
Hence, the Biden administration 
should also support C-TAP, as recom-
mended by Dr. Anthony Fauci.  

When the Medicines Patent Pool 
(MPP) was in similar trouble, the 
Obama administration came forward 
to put US-owned patents into the pool 
while encouraging drug companies to 
help improve developing countries’ 
access to medicines.  

President Biden knows that early 
US support was critical for the MPP’s 
eventual success. It dramatically 
increased production and lowered 
prices of medicines for HIV, tubercu-
losis, hepatitis C and other infectious 
diseases in developing countries.   

 - IPS 

End Vaccine Apartheid before millions more die  

WHO chief tedros Ghebreyesus
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ANurADhA AbeysekArA  
The Southern Province school 

swimming trio from Matara, K. W. 
Vihanga Dilmini (18 years) of Suja-
tha Vidyalaya, Abhiman Wellappili 
(18 years) and Shazan Azeem Intha-
aj (15 years) both from Rahula Col-
lege are ready to create open water 
schools swimming history when 
they swim through the Polk Strait 
covering a distance of 30Kms from 
Mannar to Dhanushkodi, India on 
March 26.   

Meanwhile 31-year-old Roshan 
Abeysundera of Sri Lanka Air Force, 
an old boy of Matara Central College 
will join the trio to set up a new 
Guinness Record by swimming from 
Mannar to Danuskodi, Rameshwaran 
in India vise versa covering a dis-
tance of 59.3Kms. Roshan created a 
new National open water record by 
swimming a distance of 49Kms from 
Matara to Hikkaduwa and back to 
Unawatuna on February 27 with a 
timing of 23h.10secs in preparation 
for the Guinness Record attempt.  

The trio set up a new schools 
National open water record by swim-
ming the longest distance of 15Kms 
from Matara to Midigama on Janu-
ary 3. Vihanga took 7h:52m.14s to 
complete the full distance while 
Shazan clocked 7h:51m.43s. Shaz-
an’s impressive timing earned him 
another two schools National 
records (longest distance swim by a 
schoolboy and under-16 age group 
record for longest distance). Abhi-
man recorded a timing of 7h:53m.53s 
to complete 15Kms.   

All three swimmers are represent-
ing Polhena Swimming Club (PSC) 
and trained by its head coach and 
Mountbatten Medalist (2006), FINA 
Level II and ASCA (American Swim-
ming Coaching Association) Level 
III coach Dr. K.W. Yasaratne who is 
also a senior examiner at the Royal 
Life Saving Society – England and 
former chief examiner of the Life 

Saving Association of Sri Lanka. 
Yasaratne has over 35 years experi-
ence in life saving and swimming 
coaching and is the compiler of the 
swimming guide book titled ‘Scien-
tific and Technical Swimming Train-
ing’. Yasaratne is also the father of 
champion swimmer Vihanga Dilmi-
ni, the only girl among the three. 
The two assistant coaches Sugath 
Madhuwantha and H. G. Ajantha 
attached to the PSC are also doing a 
great job by guiding these school 
swimmers in their record breaking 
attempt.   

Vihanga is a grade 12 Bio Science 
student and has a star studded 
swimming career. She is the school 
age category champion for nine con-
secutive years. She became the girls 
champion at the Polhena 2km swim 
in 2010 while being the youngest to 
compete in that year. Vihanga has 
been a regular competitor at the 
Polhena 2km swim and has recorded 
many victories (2011 – 2nd, 2012 – 
1st and youngest, 2013 – 3rd, 2014 
– 3rd, 2015- 2nd). She was the 
youngest competitor at the Ambalan-
goda 2Km sea swim in 2012 and 
became the Best Swimmer of the 
U-16 age category at the National 
level swimming meet conducted by 
the Sports Ministry and SLASU (Sri 
Lanka Aquatic Sports Union) in 
2017.   

Rahulite Abhiman is a Commerce 
stream grade 12 student who has 
stamped his class in swimming by 
winning multiple events at school 
and district level meets with his 
main events being 100m – 200m 
freestyle and breaststroke. He won 
the second place at the Polhena 2km 
Sea Swim in 2018. He is an initial 
level certificate holder from the 
Royal Life Saving Society – UK and 
New Zealand.   

The youngest of the trio, Shazan 
is a grade nine student and has won 
many accolades at school level com-

petitions. He was the age category 
champion swimmer at school sports 
meet in 2016 and won the second 
place in 200m freestyle event at the 
2017 Southern Province School 
Games. Shazan won a Merit Award 
for swimming at the school colours 
night in 2018. He is one of the 
youngest swimmers to record victo-
ries at the annual Polhena 2km sea 
swim in 2017, 2018, 2019. Shazan is 
a multifaceted sportsman and has 
excelled in athletics, badminton and 
chess at the school level.   

“We have been practicing for this 
record from a long time under the 
watchful eyes of our coach Yasaratne. 
We are very confident of achieving 
this milestone and make our schools 
and country proud. The sad part is 
we had to do all by ourselves. Except 
for the support from Polhena Swim-
ming Club and life guards, parents 
of the swimmers, coaches and well-
wishers, there is no proper mecha-
nism to bring forth the bottom level 
talent to the National level and 
beyond by providing needed facili-
ties such as sponsorships, jobs, 
enhanced training opportunities etc. 
We hope the Sports Minister will 
consider our appeal to formulate a 
strong structure to all sports where 
the potential sportsmen and women 
can be fully committed to their task 
instead of wasting their time, talent 
and spirit by begging help from 
sponsors, media and officials. Such a 
mechanism will be the only solution 
if Sri Lanka is to conquer the inter-
national sports arena where only the 
most talented will represent the 
country, the swimmers said.  

The swimmers also thank their 
sponsors Lalanka Pvt. Ltd, Polhena 
Diving Centre, Fern bottled water, 
Sri Lanka Coast Guards, SL Navy, 
Tourist Board, Ocean University – 
Galle, Mission Polk Strait sub com-
mittee head of PSC – Ajith Alawatta 
for their enormous support .  

Through rough waves 
to record swim 

The three school swimmers along with Airman roshan and their coach: From left: shazan Azeem Inthaaj, roshan Abey-
sundera, k.W. yasaratne (Coach), k. W. Vihanga Dilmini and Abhiman Wellappili.

ChrIs DhAmbArAge 
Defending champions Chilaw Mar-

ians CC had a close call as they pulled 
off an exciting one-run win over Galle 
CC in their SLC Major Club Lim-
ited Over Cricket Tournament fixture 
played at the Galle Stadium yesterday.   

Chilaw Marians CC made 241 for 
five in 41 overs with Kasun Vidura 
stroking a fluent century while Lasith 
Croospulle scored a valuable 54.

In reply, Galle CC produced a fine 
batting performance before they even-
tually fell short by one run despite two 
fighting half centuries from Eranga 
Rathnayake (59) and Raju Gayashan 
(55).

Meanwhile, Charith Asalanka 
scored an unbeaten 178 to help SSC 
record a convincing victory over Po-
lice SC in a high-scoring game played 
at the SSC Grounds in Maitland Place.  

Chief scores
At Galle Stadium (Chilaw Marians 

CC won by one run)
Chilaw Marians CC: 241/5 in 41 

overs (Kasun Vidura 107 n.o, Lasith 
Croospulle 54)

Galle CC: 240 in 41 overs (Eranga 
Rathnayake 59, Raju Gayashan 55). 

At Kurunegala (Kurunegala YCC 
won by six runs on DLS)

Kurunegala YCC: 180/9 in 47 overs 
(Chaminda Bandara 5/39) 

Saracens SC: 148/7 in 41 overs. 
At P. Sara Oval (Tamil Union won 

by 134 runs on DLS) 
Tamil Union: 292/7 in 49 overs 

(Sithara Gimhan 62, Dilruwan Perera 
55 n.o, Sadeera Samarawickrama 54)

Kalutara TC: 126/8 in 37 overs. 
At CCC Grounds (Bloomfield won 

by 78 runs) 
Bloomfield: 274/8 in 50 overs (Har-

sha Vithana 79, Sachin Jayawardena 
62)

CCC: 196 in 39.2 overs (Usman 
Ishak 5/37).

At Colts Grounds (Colts CC won by 
74 runs on DLS)

Colts CC: 263/9 in 50 overs (Jehan 
Daniel 79, Harsha Rajapaksa 50)

Moors SC: 176/9 in 40.3 overs (Ma-
hela Udawatte 63, Adeesha Thilancha-

na 55 n.o). 
At Panadura (Navy SC won by 35 

runs on DLS)
Panadura SC: 220 in 47.2 overs 
Navy SC: 154/4 in 28 overs (Ara-

vinda Akurugoda 63). 
At Katunayake (Negombo CC won 

by 42 runs)
Negombo CC: 224 in 47.1 overs 

(Angelo Jayasinghe 77, Lahiru Milan-
tha 63)

Ace Capital CC: 182 in 40 overs 
(Irosh Samarasooriya 67). 

At NCC Grounds (NCC won by 164 
runs)

NCC: 375/5 in 50 overs (Hasitha 
Boyagoda 101, Kaveen Bandara 85, 
Lahiru Udara 64)

Nugegoda SC: 211 in 40.3 overs. 
At Maggona (No decision)
Army CC: 209 in 27.5 overs (This-

ara Perera 68, Ashan Randika 63)
Baduraliya CC: 99/3 in 18.3 overs 

(Sandun Weerakkody 70 n.o).   
At Katunayake (BRC won by 36 

runs) 
BRC: 112 in 34.1 overs 
Air Force SC: 76 in 23.5 overs (Mo-

hamed Shiraz 5/34).
At Thurstan Grounds (Ragama CC 

won by 35 runs on DLS)
Lankan CC: 229/8 in 50 overs 

(Geeth Kumara 73 n.o)
Ragama CC: 222/5 in 44 overs (Is-

han Jayaratne 86 n.o, Janith Liyanage 
51). 

At SSC Grounds (SSC won by 31 
runs on DLS)

SSC: 339/4 in 50 overs (Charith 
Asalanka 178 n.o, Sammu Ashan 51)

Police SC: 295/9 in 48 overs (Su-
pun Madushanka 89, Asel Sigera 75). 

Chilaw Marians snatch thrilling 
one-run win against Galle CC

Charith Asalanka scored an unbeaten 178 for ssC. Pic courtesy SLC  
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Plan your A/L
and higher education pathway 
after O/L exam

Finally your 
GCE 
Ordinary 
Level   
examination 
is over! All 
that hard 
working 
study 
sessions, all 
those endless 
exams are 
over and you 
are finally 
free! Before 
you start 
celebrating, 
you have 
some 
important 
decisions to 
make. 

Post O/L time is important as you 
need to plan your Advanced Level and 
higher education pathway and career 
decisions which can change the 
direction of your life.

There are seven  options to 
plan your future life after O 

Level examination.
1. Continue you school education and 

do A/L
2. Select A/L subjects. classes and 

teachers
3. Develop soft skills
4. Follow a professional course,
5. Go to University education without 

A/L
6. Technical Colleges and Technical 

Universities

1. Select a subject stream 
to continue your School 
education and do A/L

A/levels is a much complicated 
examination than O/Levels even though 
it has only 3 main subject per stream. 
So it is important that you select and 
settle with a stream that you are going 
to study. Note that some school requires 
you to achieve a certain grade to follow 

particular streams and some schools do 
allow you to follow the streams even 
though you lack the required grade by 
re-doing the particular subject. 

2.  Select a School and 
Advanced Level classes

If your school does not have Advanced 
Level classes for a particular stream of 
study (Science, Mathematics or 
Technical stream), then you need to 
apply another school to follow A/L 
classes. Selection of students will be 

based on your O/L results, extra-
curricular activities and non-availability 
of A/L grades at your school.

Then you need to select tuition 
classes. Many Science stream A/L 
classes start in First  week of January, 
sometimes even last week of December. 
If you are going to do Commerce or 
Arts stream, then those classes will 
commence in March, April or May, 
sometimes after the results are released.

3.  Develop your soft skills

This period, before you get the 
maximum A/L work load, is ideal time 
to improve you English language 
(Communication skills), IT/ Computer 
skills or other skills you wish to acquire.

4.  Follow a professional 
course

Students with G.C.E. (O/L) 
Examination are eligible to register for 
professional accounting, management 
and IT courses. You can either do these 
courses while doing A/L or you can 
select them as a starting point to a 
future career.

5.  Follow higher education 
without doing A/L

You can start university education 
shortly after O/Levels by following 
programs at some private universities, 
or even enter into Open University or 
External degree programs such as BIT 
(BSc degree in Information 
Technology).  For this option you have 
to do some foundation courses and 
examination and then go on to register 
for University degree (Local or 
Foreign).

6.  Technical Colleges and 
Technical Universities

You can  pursue  Technical education 
and obtain Certificates, Diplomas and 
Degrees in Technical Colleges and 
Universities and obtain certificates, 
diplomas and degrees and you can get 
NVQ – National Vocational 
Qualification.

The NVQ Sri Lanka provides the 
opportunity to achieve international 
recognition for qualifications, skills 
and knowledge. There are seven levels 
of qualifications from Level 1 to Level 
7.  National Certificate for Level 1 is 
recognizing the acquisition of a core 
of entry level skills. National  
Certificate for Level 2, 3 and 4 is 
recognizing the increasing levels of 
competencies. Level 4 qualification 
awards for full national craftsmanship.  
Level 5 and 6 is a National Diploma 
and it recognizes the increasing levels 
of competencies ranging from 
technical level to management level. 
Level 7 is a Bachelors Degree or 
equivalent.
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DINESH WEERAWANSA

It was heartening to see the commencement 
of the inter-school cricket season after a year 
and also the Sri Lanka Schools Cricket Asso-
ciation (SLSCA) conducted Under-19 limited 
over cricket tournament. 

These matches which began early this 
month show great enthusiasm as sports activi-
ties returned to schools after exactly one year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The five-match first round league games in 
the one-day tournament will conclude on April 
9, the SLSCA according to the Secretary 
J.K.A.S. Indrajith.

The SLSCA Secretary said the tournament 
is confined to one day format due to limited 
time. A team will get up to a maximum eight 
tournament matches including five in the 
qualifying round league. The final round 
matches will be from the quarter final knock-
out stage.

The league matches of the division 1, 2 and 
3 tournaments first round will conclude on 
April 9. The final round matches will begin 
from the quarter finals after the Sinhala and 
Tamil New Year on April 18.

The final of the Division Two tournament 
will be played on May 1, followed by the Divi-
sion One final on May 2. A total of 36 teams 
are taking part in the Division One tourna-
ment while another 35 teams will vie for hon-
ours in the Division Two tournament.

Meanwhile, the postponed 42nd Observer-
SLT Mobitel School Cricketer of the Year 
mega awards ceremony will now be held on 
April 20 after the local health authorities gave 
a fresh approval to go ahead with the Show.

The health authorities have given their final 
approval to the Sunday Observer, together 
with the sponsors Sri Lanka Telecom Mobitel, 
to conduct event after the Sinhala and Tamil 
New Year which also marks the reopening of 
the schools for the second term.

The officials of the Sunday Observer and Sri 
Lanka Telecom Mobitel, together with the 
event organizers, met recently at Lake House 
to finalize the arrangements.

The re-opening of all schools from late next 
month for the second term after the Covid-19 
pandemic will once again give enjoyable time 
not only for school cricketers but all students.

Sports in schools, especially cricket, have 
already commenced and are progressing grad-
ually. Not only the co-curricular activities but 
also the extra-curricular activity had been 
completely affected due to Covid-19 and now 

that the green light is switched on by the 
authorities, school children are to catch up on 
their lost time both in studies as well as sports 
activities.

Needlessly to say that all schoolboys con-
sider the Observer-Mobitel Schoolboy Crick-
eter of the Year as an unofficial guarantee for a 
schoolboy to sport the Sri Lanka cap.

Among the many who believe that the 
Observer Schoolboy Cricketer is the turning 
point in their lives is former Sri Lanka captain 
and ex-Sri Lanka national coach Marvan Ata-
pattu who feels that the Observer Schoolboy 
Cricketer title he won in 1990 is a ‘certificate 
or a guarantee’ that he would play for Sri 
Lanka.

In a recent interview, Atapattu said that win-
ning of the Observer Schoolboy Cricketer title 
was a turning point in his career that trans-
formed him from school cricket to interna-
tional cricket.

“During my school days I had been perform-
ing well and scoring consistently for Ananda 
College as a schoolboy cricketer and many 
considered me as a future Sri Lanka prospect. 
Although I too had that feeling and thought 
that I had a chance to play for Sri Lanka, there 
was no guarantee at that time,” he said.

But Atapattu said his crowning glory as the 
Observer Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year 
1991 gave him an assurance that he could play 
for Sri Lanka.

“All those players who had won the Observ-
er Schoolboy Cricketer of the Year title before 
me had gone on to play for Sri Lanka with 
distinction. Hence, when I won the title, I too 
knew that I could join that select band, pro-
vided I work hard,” Atapattu said.

Recalling the early era of his career, Atapat-
tu said he was always considered to be a pros-
pect to play for Sri Lanka.

“I worked harder with a vision and I dedi-
cated myself to achieve that goal. I finally 
made it to the Sri Lanka team shortly after 
winning the Observer Schoolboy Cricketer of 
the Year title,” the 50-year-old former Sri 
Lanka opening batsman said.

Young Atapattu was called to make his Test 
debut against India in the one-off Test in 
Chandigarh on November 23, 1990 only a few 
months after winning the Observer Schoolboy 
Cricketer of the Year crown.

But Atapattu had the most inauspicious Test 
debut collecting only one run in his first three 
Tests with a pair of ducks in his debut. But 
once he overcame that bad patch, he came out 

with some classy innings as a batsman. In 
reply to India’s first innings total of 288 all out, 
Sri Lanka were bowled out for 82 in Atapattu’s 
debut Test. Five Sri Lankan batsmen were out 
for ‘ducks’ without troubling the scorers in the 
first innings. They were Hashan Tillakaratne, 
Rumesh Ratnayake, Greame Labrooy, Jay-
ananda Warnaweera and debutant Atapattu.

Sri Lanka, made to follow on, were bowled 
out for 198 runs in the second essay – once 
again with five batsmen failing to open their 
accounts – Asanka Gurusinha, Rumesh Rat-
nayake, Labrooy, Warnaweera and Atapattu.

Despite his failure in the first three Tests of 
his career, there was no stopping him when he 
finally found his natural form and rhythm to 
reach the highest level. In a marathon 90 Tests 
for Sri Lanka, Atapattu aggregated 5,502 runs 
at an average of 39.02. His Test career was 
decorated with 16 centuries, including six 
double tons and 17 fifties with a career best 
Test innings of 249.

Unwanted competition in school cricket and 
pressure to win matches at any cost has pre-
vented schools from producing talented play-
ers to feed the national pool, according to 
Atapattu.

“We often see most school teams go all out 
to win matches, rather than targeting to pro-
duce top cricketers who could play for Sri 
Lanka. Be it an inter-school match, or at any 
level of competition for that matter, one team 
has to win.

“But that does not necessarily mean that the 
standard of that particular school team has 
improved. What is important for a school is 
the number of players they produce to play for 
Sri Lanka,” the veteran cricketer said.

Atapattu sees a huge gap between present 
day school cricket and international level, 
compared to his school days. “Now, you can 
hardly identify a schoolboy cricketer and 
directly predict that he would play for Sri 
Lanka,” he said.

He does not find any fault with players but 
says that the improper guidance and coaching 
that the players have been forced to undergo 
and pressurized by undue competition to win 

matches at any cost, have killed 
young talent.

“It is fair to put the blame on 
players. But we must find fault 
with the wrong guidance and 
coaching they have received. Old 
boys, principals, school masters 
and coaches are only interested in 
winning matches, rather than pro-
ducing quality cricketers to play for 
Sri Lanka. This is where our 
game has gone wrong at 
school level,” he said.

Players switching schools 
and coaches trying to 
‘import’ outstanding play-
ers from outstation 
schools to make 
champion 
t e a m s 
h a v e 
a f f e c t e d 
school crick-
et, according 
to Atapattu, who had played the role of a 
dependable Test opener for 17 long years until 
2007.

“Offering a chance to a top player or two 
from the outstations could be approved as an 
inspiration to outstation cricketers. That 
should be a must,” he said.

Reliable former Sri Lanka opener Attapatu, 
better known for his superb technique as a 
batsman, said they had a huge respect for 
coaches during their era.

“I wonder whether the present-day players 
have the same respect for their coaches. Some 
teams say they have obtained the services of 
level one coaches but their ability to produce 
and offer proper guidance and coaching to the 
players could be questionable. We have to be 
careful in making right selections,” he said.

Out of 16 centuries scored by Atapattu, six 
were big double hundreds. He has six Test 
double-hundreds in his career, a feat bettered 
only by Sir Don Bradman (12), Wally Ham-
mond and Brian Lara, who have scored seven 
each.

Meanwhile, the contest for the 43rd Observ-
er-Mobitel Most Popular School Cricketer will 
commence shortly.

Chairman of Sri Lanka Telecom and SLT 
Mobitel, Rohan Fernando has always promot-
ed sports activities in Sri Lanka in a big way 
and also given every possible assistance to the 
Mega Show which will march forward with 
more power and strength.

SLT Mobitel is sponsoring the show for the 
14th successive year at a time when the com-
pany is heading towards new horizons under 
the dynamic leadership of Fernando, the for-
mer Thomian ace rower.

The management of Lake House has strong-
ly backed the Mega Show.

The ANCL Chairman, W. Dayaratne PC and 
its team of Board of Directors – Dharma Sri 
Kariyawasam (Editorial), Rakhitha Abeyguna-
wardhana (Legal and Administration), Janaka 
Ranatunga (Finance) and Canishka Witharana 
(Operations) have always been a tower of 
strength to take the Observer-Mobitel School 
Cricketers of the Year forward.

42nd Observer-SLT Mobitel School Cricketer of the Year

1990 top award winner Marvan 
wishes April 20 Mega Show

Former Sri Lanka captain Marvan Atapattu who emerged Observer Schoolboy 
Cricketer in 1990

BERNARD PERERA

Joseph Vaz Sports Club from Group ‘A’ 
and Ceylon Electricity Board SC from Group 
‘B’  have won all three games they have 
played in the ongoing Galaxy Cup under 25 
Volleyball Championship at the Volleyball  
House, Dadella, Galle. With these victories 
they also have qualified for semifinals of the 
Championship. The other two teams to 
qualify for semis are Sri Lanka Army from 
group ‘A’ and Sri Lanka Navy from group ‘B’.

The men’s category which commenced on 
Sunday saw two newcomers to a major cham-
pionship, United SC and Golden Tigers fight-
ing a tough battle taking the game to its 

maximum of five sets before Golden Tigers 
gained the victory 3-2. Though Golden Tigers 
came up with a brilliant performance they 
failed to live up to expectations and could not 
make their way to the semifinal line up.

In Group ‘B’ Ceylon Electricity Board SC 
dominated winning all three games in a com-
fortable manner. The two Service teams, Sri 
Lanka Navy bagged two wins on their way to 
semifinal, while Sri Lanka  Air Force won 
only a single match in this round which was 
sufficient for them to proceed further in the 
championship.

Men’s and women’s semifinals are sched-
uled to be played at the same venue this 

Saturday and the play off for third places are 
scheduled to take place on Sunday at Vol-
leyball House. The both men’s and women’s 
finals are set to be played at the National 
Youth Services Council indoor courts Maha-
ragama next weekend.

The Championship is organized by Sri 
Lanka Volleyball Federation and sponsored 
by Chinese investment firm Boshang Lanka 
Investment Holdings (Pvt.) has brought in 
the biggest cash prizes for winners and run-
ner-ups totaling to R. 3.4 million. The organ-
izers are conducting the championship under 
strict health conditions stipulated due to 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

Results:
Joseph Vaz SC beat United SC 3-0 (25-14,25-12, 

25-23)
SL Army beat Golden Stars SC 3-2 (25-21, 25-17, 

17-25, 23-25, 18-16)
CEB beat SL Navy 3-1 (29-27, 17-25, 25-19, 

25-22)
NYSC beat SL Air Force 3-0 (30-28, 25-17, 27-25)
SL Army beat United SC 3-0 (25-16, 25-20, 25-17)
Joseph Vaz SC beat Golden Tigers SC 3-1 (25-21, 

17-25, 25-23, 25-13)
Ceylon Electricity Board SC beat National Youth 

Services Council 3-0 (25-20, 26-24, 25-17)
SL Air Force Beat SL Navy 3-2 (25-22, 27-29, 

25-22, 24-26, 15-12)

Joseph Vaz SC, Ceylon Electricity Board SC stay unbeaten

DILWIN MENDIS, 
Moratuwa Sports Special Corr.

A scintillating 119 
runs by Malaka Prabod-
hana of Gamini National 
School Bentota enabled 
them to beat their arch 
rivals Ananda College 
Elpitiya by a massive 
293 runs in their Inter 
School under 19 Divi-
sion Three Level One 
Limited Over Match 
played at Bentota. 

Taking the first lease Bentota lads pilled up 
333 for 7 and Malaka hit 9 fours and 11 sixes 
and his knock lasted 162 minutes and associ-
ated a fourth wicket partnership of 121 runs 
with Awantha Santhush who contributed 37 
runs. Malaka took 162 minutes to reach 119 
runs.

A quick 50 runs in 21 balls by Chandika Hes-
han helped homesters to make a big score. In 
reply Ananda College Elpitiya were bundled out 
for 40 runs with Dineth Nimsara and Sakun 
Adeesha claiming 3 for 6 and 3 for 9 respectively.

Chief Scores
Gamini NS – 333/7 in 50 overs – Malaka Pra-

bodhana 119, Amantha Santhush 37, Uvesh 
Dinujaya 45, Chandika Heshan 50, Lasitha Eran-
da 27, Ovindu Lakshan 2/26, Praveen Harshana 
2/45, Danuja Senarathne 2/41

Ananda College, Elpitiya – 40 in 23.5 overs 
– Sakun Adeesha 3/9, Sahan Pansilu 2/8, Dineth 
Nimsara 3/6

Malaka’s ton steers 
Gamini NS to win

Malaka Prabodhana

The Central Proivnece Cricket Asso-
cation and Kandy District Cricket 
Association celebrated the 25th anni-
versary of the Sri Lanka’s 96 World 
Cup victory.  The 1996 Wills Cricket 
World Cup, was the sixth cricket World 
Cup, organised by the International 
Cricket Council. It was the second 
World Cup to be hosted by Pakistan 
and India, and for the first time by Sri 
Lanka. The final was played on 17 
March 1996, between former World 
Champions Australia and Sri Lanka in 
Pakistan.

Wills World Cup comprised 37 
matches played in Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
and India from February 16 to March 
17. Six games were played in Sri Lanka, 
fourteen in Pakistan and  seventeen  in 
India. Sri Lanka, Australia, India, West 
Indies, Zimbabwe, Kenya, South Afri-
ca, Pakistan, New Zealand, England, 

UAE and the Netherlands participated. 
Debutant were UAE, the Netherlands 
and Kenya.

Sri Lanka beat Australia by 7 wickets 
in the final and created history, making 
it the first time to win the crown by a 
host or co-host.  Sri Lanka’s star bat 
Aravinda de Silva won the ‘Man of the 
Match’, while ‘Man of the Series’ went 
on to Sanath Jayasuriya. In this World 
Cup Sachin Tendulkar scored the maxi-
mum number of runs (523), while Anil 
Kumble was the highest wicket-taker 
with 15.

Sri Lankan captain Arjuna Ranatun-
ga won the toss and sent Australia into 
bat in the final played under lights. 
After a blazing start from captain Mark 
Taylor and Ricky Ponting, Australians  
were looking good with the bat  scor-
ing  137 for 1, but Lankans made 
inroads  with their spin attack reducing 

them to 170 for  5 and finally settled to 
241 for 7  in 50 overs.  Skipper Mark 
Taylor (74) and Ricky Ponting (45) put 
together 101 runs for the second wick-
et.

Things got better for the Aussies as 
they were able to send the dangerous 
opening combination of Sri Lanka 
Sanath Jayasuriya and Romesh Kalu-
witharana back to the pavilion with 
just 23 runs on the board. But a 125-
run third wicket partnership between 
Asanka Gurusinha and Aravinda de 
Silva put Sri Lanka in the driver’s seat.  
Asanka Gurusinha fell for 65, but Ara-
vinda  de Silva went on to score an 
unbeaten 107 and shared an unbroken 
97-run stand with skipper Arjuna 
Ranatunga (47 run out) to give Sri 
Lanka their first World Cup title. Ara-
vinda also took 3/42 in his 10 overs.

These two countries  had never pre-

viously faced each other in a major 
tournament final. Australia were win-
ners of the 1987 World Cup whilst Sri 
Lanka had never went beyond the 
group stages  in World Cups. Sri Lanka 
bagged the victory scoring 245 for 3 in 
46.2 overs with Aravinda Silva top 
scoring 107.

Australia - M.A.Taylor 74, M.E. 
Waugh 12, R.T. Ponting  45, S.R. 
Waugh 13, S.K. Warne 2, S.G. law 22, 
M.G. Beven not out 36, Ian Healey 2, 
P.R . Reiffel not out 13, Extras 22, 
overs  50, wickets 7 Total 241 - Chmin-
da Vaas 1/30, Muttiaha Muralitharan 
1/31, Kumar Dharmaseana 1/47, 
Sanath Jayasuriya 1/43, Aravinda Silva 
3/42.

Sri Lanka - Sanath Jayasuriya 00, 
Romesh Kaluwitharana 06, Asanga 
Gurusinghe 65, Aravinda de Silva not 
out 107, Arjuna Ranatunga not out 47, 

Extras 20, Wickets 3, 0vers 46.2 D.W. 
Fleming 1/43, P.R. Reiffel 1/49, This 
match was played at the Gaddafi Sta-
dium in Lahore where Steve Buckner 
and David Shepherd umpired.

Sri Lanka first played international 
cricket in 1926-27 against MCC at 
Nomads Grounds losing by an innings. 
The first win came against Patiala at 
Dhruve Pan Dove Stadium in 1932-33. 
Also competed in the M.J. Gopalan 
Trophy games from 1950’s and in 1981 
they were granted Test status making 
Sri Lanka the eighth Test playing coun-
try. The first Test was played in 1982. 
Sri Lanka won the ICC champions tro-
phy in 2002, and were the number two 
in the 2007 World Cup. Sri Lanka 
became runner-up in the ICC World 
T20 in 2009. 

In the semi final Sri Lanka beat India 
at Eden Gardens, Kolkata, in front of  

over 100,000 crowd. Sri Lanka 
launched a stunning counter-attack led 
by Aravinda de Silva to post a strong 
total of 251 for 8.  In their chase India 
began promisingly but after the loss of 
Sachin Tendulkar’s prized wicket they 
had slumped to 120 for 8 in the 35th 
over when sections of the crowd began 
to throw plastic bottles into the field. 

The players left the field for 20 min-
utes and resuming play more bottles 
were thrown into the field and crowd 
set fir on stands. Match referee Clive 
Lloyd awarded the match to Sri Lanka, 
the first default ever in a Test or one 
day international. 

In the other semifinal in Mohali, 
Australia recovered from 15 for 4 to 
reach 207 for 8 in their 50 overs. The 
West Indians had reached 165 for 2 in 
the 42nd over before losing their last 
eight wickets for 37 runs in 50 balls.

Kandy joins 1996 World Cup victory silver jubilee celebrationsHAFIZ
MARIKAR

Kirulapone United FC emerged 
champions by beating challengers 
FC 2-Nil in the Colombo football 
League Division II final conducted 
by the Colombo Football League at 
the Moragasmulla grounds recently.   

Two goals were scored by the 
match winner Ravindu Madushanka 
in the first half. However, the second 
half proved to be a goal-less affair, 
both teams tried hard to score - but 
all efforts were foiled by the good 
defensive tactics both sides. 

With this victory Kirulapone 
United FC is promoted to all-island 
second division and also has quali-
fied to the F.A. Cup competition, 

both conducted by the Football 
Federation of Sri Lanka (FFSL).   

Kirulapone United also had 
another honour when their star 
player Ravindu Madushanka was 
adjudged the Best Player of the 
final and their goal keeper Ishrath 
Raji won the Best Goal keeper 
award who saved a penalty in the 
second half, just five minutes 
before the final whistle. 

For the winners Pradeep Dinesh 
(Captain), Shalik Khan, D.K 
Piyankara, Shiyam Brantha and 
Suren Rio performed well.

The Kirulapone United team is 
coached by L.K Priyantha.   

Results:

1st match: - Kirulapone United 
FC beat Super Star: 4-0   

2nd match: - Kirulapone United 
FC beat Old Hameedias: 3-0   

3rd match: - Kirulapone United 
FC beat Eleven Lions: 1-0   

4th match: - Kirulapone United 
FC beat Aluthkade (walkover)   

Final match: - Kirulapone Unit-
ed FC beat Challengers FC: 2-0  

Kirulapone United FC soccer champs   

Champion Kirulapone United FC team with officials



Dhammika RatnaweeRa 
Anchor and Fonterra Brands 

Lanka yesterday, joined hands 
with the Ministry of Sports to 
nourish high-performance ath-
letes who aspire to represent Sri 
Lanka on a global stage. 

The partnership enriches a 
long term, progressive approach 
to developing high-performance 
athletes, initiated by the Minis-
try of Sports in conjunction with 
the National Sports Council. 

For the first time in the histo-
ry, 59 National ‘Tier 1’ athletes 
from all walks of life have been 
contracted on a professional 

basis and will be developed to 
succeed in international sporting 
games including the Olympics, 
Paralympic Games, Common-
wealth Games and Asian Games. 

Anchor will enable the Minis-
try of Sports to provide each of 
these athletes with nutrition 
packs throughout their develop-
ment journey to support their 
holistic wellbeing and perfor-
mance.

“It is important that we 
encourage a varied discipline of 
sports within the country and 
promote our diverse range of 
talented athletes,” Minister of 

Sports Namal Rajapaksa said 
during a media briefing in 
Colombo. 

“This programme ensures that 
multiple sports and geographies 
of the country are reached and 
athletes with great potential are 
strengthened in each field.” 

“I am thankful to Anchor and 
Fonterra Brands Lanka for join-
ing hands with us today to 
ensure that each athlete in our 
programme receives the best 
nutrition, helping them excel in 
international sporting games,” 
he added.

Managing Director of Fonter-

ra Brands Lanka and Indian Sub-
Continent, Vidya Sivaraja stated: 
“We are grateful to have the 
opportunity to be a part of this 
progressive, historic initiative 
commenced by Namal Raja-
paksa, Minister of Youth and 
Sports of Sri Lanka, to champion 
the development of sports in Sri 
Lanka as a national imperative.”

“We humbly look forward to 
working alongside the Ministry 
of Sports to uplift our nation’s 
talented athletes and enable 
access to nutrition, a vital part of 
their professional development 
journey,” she added.  

Sports Ministry to support National 
High-Performance athletes

(maRch 25)
LOcaL eVentS 

cRicket 
(Women’s Division One 

Tournament): 
Colts CC vs Army SC ‘A’ at Colts 
Grounds
Army SC ‘B’ vs Air Force SC ‘B’ 
at Panagoda
Navy SC vs Air Force SC ‘A’ at 
Welisara
Chilaw Marians CC vs 
Seenigama CC at Katunayake

tenniS
Clay Court Nationals at SLTA 
Courts, Green Path
FOREIGN EVENTS

cRicket 
(ICC World Test 
Championship):

West Indies vs Sri Lanka (1st 
Test) at Antigua (5th day)
(Sheffield Shield):
Queensland vs South Australia 
at Brisbane
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managing Director of Fontera, Vidya Sivaraja handing over the spon-
sorship to Sports minister namal Rajapaksa. also in the picture are 
Sports Director General amal edirisooriya, members of the national 
Sports council Sajeewa wickramanayake and Julian Bolling

All favourites won their 
respective second round 
matches in the Men’s Singles 
event on the fifth day of the 
Hutch-HNB Clay Court Ten-
nis Nationals, which contin-
ued at the SLTA Courts in 
Green Path yesterday.   

However, only Rustom Ali 
was stretched to a three setter 
as he struggled to beat Dha-
nuka Withana 7-6 (7), 4-6, 
10-5.

The results: 
Men’s Open Singles sec-

ond round: Savith Weerasin-

ghe beat Mohamed Ghouse 
6-0, 6-0. Rustom Ali beat 
Dhanuka Withana 7-6 (7), 
4-6, 10-5. Vibuda Wije-
bandara beat Nethvin Dhar-
marathne 6-0, 6-0. Ramith 
Hearth beat Indika Guruge 
6-0, 6-0. Ruwan Fernando 
beat Kavindu Koralage 6-3, 
7-6 (8). 

Anujan Abeywickrama 
beat Suneth Fernando 6-3, 
6-1. Dumindu Dilum beat 
Sandaru Guruge 6-1, 6-1, 
Hesara Kuruppu beat Dimi-
tri Perera 6-2, 6-0. (C.D)

Favourites advance in 
Clay Court Nationals

hesara kuruppu in action

heRBeRt PeReRa 
– KOTTE SPORTS COR

Sri Jayewardenepura College beat Presi-
dent’s College, Rajagiriya by four wickets in 
their Inter-Schools Under-19 Limited Over 
Cricket Tournament match played at Kotte 
yesterday.

Batting first President’s College scored 
247 runs for eight wickets in their allotted 

50 overs and in reply, Sri Jayewardenepura 
College scored 248 for six in 33.1 overs.

Chief scores
Presidents College: 247/8 in 50 overs 

(Induwara Perera 60, Yunith Senevirathna 
46, Chamod Supun 5/57) 

Sri Jayewardenepura: 248/6 in 33.1 
overs (Kavishka Boteju 75, Chamod Supun 
61 n.o). 

Sri Jayewardenepura win by four wickets

Maoshada Fernando struck an 
unbeaten 59 as Ananda College 
defeated Maris Stella College by two 
wickets in their Inter-Schools Under-
19 Limited Over Cricket Tourna-
ment encounter played at Katuneri-
ya yesterday.

Chief scores
At Moratuwa (St. Peter’s won on 

Parabola method)
St. Peter’s: 149 in 43.4 overs 

(Shenal Boteju 47)
Moratu MV: 112/8 in 43 overs. 
At Katuneriya (Ananda won by 

two wickets)
Maris Stella: 148/9 in 50 overs 

(Amantha Perera 53 n.o)
Ananda: 152/8 in 46.3 overs 

(Maoshada Fernando 59 n.o) 
At Matale (St. Thomas’, Matale 

won by six wickets)
Taxila Central: 98 in 24.5 overs 

(Kasun Jayaratne 5/26)
St. Thomas’: 101/4 in 17.4 overs. 

(D.R)

Maoshada 
steers Ananda 

to victory

haFiz maRikaR
Richmond College edged out St. Anthony’s 

College on the Parabola method in their Inter-
Schools Under-19 Limited Over Cricket Tour-
nament match played at Katugastota yesterday.  

Chief scores
St. Anthony’s: 111 in 38.1 overs (Yasiru 

Gamarachchi 36, Amshi de Silva 3/32, Kalpa 
Nethsara 2/26, Hansamana de Silva 2/16)

Richmond: 93/2 in 23.1 overs. 

richmond down antonians

aLthaF nawaz
Up-country Lions 

SC concluded the Pre-
League Football Tour-
nament with a com-
fortable 4-2 win over 
Sea Hawks SC in their 
match played at the 
Sugathadasa Stadium 
in Colombo yesterday. 

The winners led 1-0 
at half time. Kavindu 
Ishan scored a goal 
each during each half.

He cleared a penal-
ty-kick in the 25th 
minute of to first 
half after a Sea 
Hawks SC player 
was penalised for 
a hand ball inside 
the box area.

Japanese player 
M. Kanehiro 
scored for Sea 

Hawks SC in the 57 
minute but M. A. C. 
Wickremasinghe’s goal 
put the winners in 
front. 

Thereafter, Danush-
ka Madushanka scored 
for Sea Hawks SC in 
the 82nd minute 
before M. Nithrashan 
added the finishing 
touches for Up-Coun-
try Lions SC with the 
fourth goal in the 85th 
minute.

up-country Lions 
cruise to easy win

AntiguA, Pathum Nissanka 
hit a superb unbeaten half-
century on his debut as Sri 
Lanka extended their overall 
lead to 257 runs on the fourth 
day of the opening Test 
against the West Indies at the 
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium 
in Antigua yesterday.

The 22-year-old right-hand-
er remained unbeaten on 74 
at lunch as Sri Lanka reached 
359 for five with Niroshan 
Dickwella unbeaten on 38.        

Earlier, Oshada Fernando 
and Lahiru Thirimanne led a 
Sri Lankan fightback on the 
third day of the Test on Tues-
day. Middle order batsman 

Oshada starred with an 
innings of 91 in a 162-run 
second wicket partnership 
with Thirimanne.

The 28-year-old Fernando 
was given a life on 17 when 
he was dropped at leg-slip by 
Jason Holder off off-spinner 
Rahkeem Cornwall but looked 
assured throughout his 
innings which spanned 149 
deliveries and included 11 
fours.

Fernando appeared des-
tined for a second Test hun-
dred until West Indies Skip-
per Kraigg Brathwaite, in 
what was either a moment of 
inspiration or desperation, 

brought on Kyle Mayers as 
his seventh bowler of the 
innings. The occasional medi-
um-pacer met with instant 
success as Fernando pushed 
at his first ball, a full-length 
delivery just outside off-
stump, and edged a catch to 
wicket-keeper Joshua Da 
Silva.  – AFP   

Pathum Nissanka’s half-century 
lifts Sri Lanka in first Test

SRI LANKA 
1st innings – 169
WEST INDIES 
1st innings – 271 
    SRI LANKA 

2nd innings 
L. Thirimanne 
b Roach 76 
D. Karunaratne 
c Campbell b Roach   .  .  .  .  . 03      
O. Fernando    
c Da Silva b Mayers   .  .  .  .  . 91       
D. Chandimal 
c Da Silva b Mayers   .  .  .  .  . 04       
D. de Silva 

b Joseph   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50      
P. Nissanka 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74 
N. Dickwella 
not out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38 
Extras: (b13, lb4, nb6)   .  .  . 23  
Total: (5 wickets, 
111 overs)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 359  
Fall: 1-8, 2-170, 3-178, 4-189, 
5-259
Bowling: K . Roach 17-3-45-2, 
S . Gabriel 15-2-55-0, J . Holder 
18-4-32-0, A . Joseph 18-2-68-1, 
R . Cornwall 28-3-93-0, K . 
Brathwaite 9-1-30-0, K . Mayers 
6-0-17-2    

S C O R E C A R D

Pathum nissanka  in action 
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SHIRAJIV SIRIMANE   
Sri Lanka will set up four techno 

parks this year and all the preliminary 
work for the establishment of these 
parks including land acquisition for 
them have already been completed. 
These parks will be established in 
Galle,Kandy, Nuwara Eliya and 
Kurunegala.   

Secretary to the Ministry of Tech-
nology Jayantha De Silva, at the 
Information and Communication 
Technology Agency of Sri Lanka 
(ICTA) organized 10th e-Swabhimani 
2020 Awards ceremony held in 
Colombo said the first park should be 
ready by October 2021.   

“These parks will help in building 
a technology-centric economy and the 
creation of these four new technology 
parks in the country has been identi-
fied as a major step in that direction. 
A techno park is a one-stop-shop that 
supports and facilitates technology-
based initiatives in the private sector 
and they will have access to some 
unique features like golf courses, 
swimming pools and other entertain-
ment and relaxing features allowing 
both employee and Employer to work 
in a better environment and different 
culture. We want to make the parks 
the best in the world,” he said.    

These proposed techno parks will 
include incubator facilities for setting 
up startup programs and collaborative 
activities, uninterrupted power sup-
ply, telecommunication centers, 
administrative management offices, 
banking, conference centers, recrea-
tional facilities, parking and internal 
transportation and other facilities.The 
aim is to create an economy driven 
by technology entrepreneurs to 
increase export and foreign earnings 
from the technology sector and to 
open up knowledge and professional 

services to the national economy. 
Techno parks create an environment 
that supports regional development 
through digital transformation and 
innovation.   

He said that for the first time the 
court automation process has com-
menced and this would be a world’s 
first from Sri Lanka. He also dis-
closed that the much talked about 
digital IDs would be a reality soon 
while the automation of the govern-
ment institution too is taking place on 
schedule.   

“A Unique feature is that all these 
were home grown solutions,” he said.  

Commenting during the awards 
ceremony, Lalith Weeratunga, Princi-
pal Advisor to the President and 
Chief Guest for the event said, “As 
the world grapples with many chal-
lenges, we feel the need for innova-
tors and thinkers more than ever. In 
this background, ICTA has a big role 
to play in recognizing young innova-
tors and supporting them to make an 
impact through their innovations. 
e-Swabhimani is a timely initiative 

that sets the platform for these inno-
vators to emerge.”   

Prof Lalith Gamage Chairman of 
ICTA said, “Over the years, ICTA 
has been instrumental in driving the 
nation towards digital transformation 
by integrating digital laws, expand-
ing the ICT industry and supporting 
startups, innovators and entrepre-
neurs. IT was recalled that it was the 
former President and current Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa who 
removed the 15% VAT for ICT based 
imports.

Egypt’s Suez Canal has been blocked by a 
massive container vessel, which ran aground 
the key waterway, and could cause some 
delays in global shipments of commodities. 

The Panama-flagged container vessel Ever 
Given got stuck in the southern end of the 
canal while making a turn on Tuesday (5:40 
GMT), according to vessel tracking websites. 

At 03:25 GMT on Wednesday, the vessel 
was still stuck in the canal, which provides 
the shortest marine route between Europe and 
Asia, according to data from tracking website 
VesselFinders. 

Several tugboats have been deployed to 
help shift the container ship, the data showed. 

Ever Given is 400-metre long and 59-metre 
wide container ship with a total carrying 
capacity of around 199,489 deadweight 
tonnes. (BBC) 
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The Telecommunications and 
Regulatory Commission 
(TRCSL) of Sri Lanka is to 
shortly approve unlimited inter-
net packages locally soon. Cur-
rently, there are unlimited pack-
ages offered by telecommunica-
tion service providers to certain 
websites and applications.  

Director-General of TRCSL 
Oshada Senanayake said, “With 
Unlimited Internet offerings 
being a much-debated topic and 
after much research and delib-
erations TRCSL requested ser-
vice providers to respond with 
potential packages that could be 
introduced to the consumers but 
with required mechanisms to 
ensure that such offerings are 
not abused by a few which will 
negatively impact networks as 
well as Quality of Service 
standards.”  

The objective of the policy is 
to increase the digital connec-
tivity of the country and facili-
tate a higher degree of digital 
commerce. Senanayake added, 
“We believe this should be a 
significant step towards ensur-
ing more inclusivity and acces-
sibility which hopefully would 
be utilised for meaningful pur-
poses such as the acceleration 
of the startup, SME ecosystem, 
entrepreneurship and to contrib-
ute to the envisioned creation of 
a digital economy.”  

In response to the announce-

ment Chief Operating Officer 
Cargills Bank Rohan Muttiah 
said, “A lot of the rural commu-
nity are connected but use data 
sparingly because of the cost. 
This initiative will make a big 
difference, and accelerate the 
number of digitally connected 
citizens.”  

Currently TRCSL regulation 
prevents telecommunication 
providers from offering services 
below their cost of production. 
This price cap prevents 
unhealthy price competition 
within the industry. Share prices 
in listed service providers were 
unaffected by the announce-
ment.  

The Sri Lankan subreddit 
forum was concerned with the 
fair usage policy of the pro-
posed schemes and concerned 
with potential speed capping of 
the new packages.  

Pursuant to Section 8.1 of the 
Listing Rules, the Board of Odel 
PLC (Company) has announced 
that the Company has entered 
into a lease agreement with the 
Urban Development Authority of 
Sri Lanka via which the Compa-
ny has been granted the rights to 
lease, operate and manage the   
premises known as Arcade Inde-
pendence Square for a period of 
10 years, commencing from 
April 1, 2021 with the option to 
renew for a further period of 10 
years subject to the terms and 

conditions of the lease agree-
ment.  

The Company intends to oper-
ate and manage the said Arcade 
Independence Square premises as 
a luxury boutique experience des-
tination, adding to its cluster of 
operating and managing high-end 
shopping malls in the country.  

The Company marks this ven-
ture as yet another significant 
milestone in pursuing its objec-
tives of imprinting Sri Lanka as a 
high-end shopping destination in 
the region.    

Headline inflation as 
measured by the year-on-
year (Y-o-Y) change in the 
National Consumer Price 
Index (NCPI, 2013=100)1 
increased to 4.2 per cent in 
February 2021 from 3.7 per 
cent in January 2021.  

This was mainly driven 
by the monthly increase in 
prices of items in the Food 
category.  Accordingly, Food 
inflation (Y-o-Y) increased 
to 6.9 per cent in February 
2021 from 5.9 per cent in 
January 2021. Further, Non-
Food inflation (Y-o-Y) 
increased marginally to 1.9 
per cent in February 2021 
from 1.8 per cent in January 
2021.  

Further, year-on-year core 
inflation decreased margin-
ally to 4.1per cent in Febru-
ary 2021 from 4.2per cent in 
January2021, while annual 
average core inflation 
remained unchanged at 4.2 
per cent in February 2021.  

Monthly change of 
NCPI recorded at 0.51 per 
cent in February 2021 
mainly due to price 

increases observed in 
items of the food category. 
Moreover,monthly changes 
of food and non-food cate-

gories recorded at 0.42 per 
cent and 0.09 per cent, 
respectively in February 
2021.  
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Sri Lanka is being pro-
moted as an international 
hub for Buddhist educa-
tion by the Export Devel-
opment Board. 

Facilities currently 
exist for foreign students 
to be boarded in Sri 

Lanka during their stud-
ies.  

Export Development 
Board (EDB) Chairman 
Suresh de Mel noted that 
Sri Lanka was the lead-
ing English proficient 
country amongst Bud-
dhist nations. De Mel 

said addressing a webinar 
on March 24 organised 
jointly by the EDB and 
the Sri Lankan embassy 
in Vietnam to promote 
Sri Lankan Buddhist edu-
cation.  

The EDB is working to 
bring down Japanese stu-

dents to Sri Lanka with 
conversations in Tokyo 
being at a very advanced 
stage. Sri Lankan ambas-
sador to Vietnam Prasan-
na Gamage said that Sri 
Lanka has a high-quality 
Buddhist education infra-
structure. Currently, an 

estimated 80 monks from 
Vietnam are studying in 
Sri Lanka.  

Gamage in his conver-
sations with past students 
in Vietnam notes that 
they were all greatly 
appreciative of their time 
in Sri Lanka. To be eligi-

ble to study in Sri Lanka 
most courses require a 
grasp of the English lan-
guage. Gamage noted 
that institutions were not 
willing to lower the 
standard of English so as 
to maintain standards for 
local students.  

Gamage added that 
there was a comprehen-
sive compilation of the 
educational offering of 
Sri Lanka as an educa-
tion destination that 
could be communicated 
to interested foreign par-
ties.  

Winners with the awards     

Land acquisition in Galle, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya and Kurunegala complete  

Lalith Weeratunga, Principal 
Advisor to the President. 

Four techno parks to be 
established, first this year Egypt’s Suez Canal 

blockage may pose delays 
to global shipments

The ship has blocked nearly the entire 
width of the waterway

Odel to operate and manage Arcade Independence Square premises Unlimited internet 
packages shortly  

Director-General of TRCSL 
Oshada Senanayake   

Inflation increases to 4.2% in February  

Participants at the webinar

Sri Lanka promoted as destination for Buddhist studies  



A.SPEN.HOT.HOLD. 6,397 28.50  28.20  29.60  28.20  29.50  1.00 
ABANS 237 156.00  167.50  167.75  160.25  165.00  9.00 
ACCESS ENG SL 230,019 21.80  21.40  22.50  21.40  22.10  0.30 
ACL 768,255 36.70  35.10  38.20  35.10  37.90  1.20 
ACL PLASTICS 670 234.75  237.00  250.00  228.25  249.50  14.75 
ACME 18,953 6.30  6.60  6.60  6.50  6.50  0.20 
AGALAWATTE 9,138 28.00  28.90  30.00  28.00  29.60  1.60 
AHOT PROPERTIES 214 37.00  37.20  37.20  37.20  37.20  0.20 
AITKEN SPENCE 34,554 52.40  52.40  57.30  52.40  55.80  3.40 
ALLIANCE 3,435 51.10  50.20  50.40  50.00  50.30  (0.80)
AMANA BANK 274,109 3.20  3.20  3.40  3.20  3.30  0.10 
AMAYA LEISURE 2,050 17.20  18.50  19.30  17.60  18.50  1.30 
ASIA ASSET 29,883 5.60  5.70  5.80  5.70  5.70  0.10 
ASIRI 19,371 24.80  23.80  25.50  23.80  25.20  0.40 
ASIRI SURG 18,651 14.00  14.00  14.50  13.70  14.10  0.10 
BAIRAHA FARMS 14,620 125.50  130.00  143.75  127.00  130.25  4.75 
BALANGODA 10,252 10.90  10.90  11.20  10.90  11.00  0.10 
BUKIT DARAH 65 314.50  315.00  319.00  315.00  314.50  0.00 
C M HOLDINGS 613 81.80  85.00  85.00  80.50  82.90  1.10 
CARGILLS 5,099 235.00  233.75  237.75  233.00  233.00  (2.00)
CARGO BOAT 4,029 57.00  58.80  64.10  58.80  60.10  3.10 
CARSONS 848 275.00  275.00  275.00  270.00  274.75  (0.25)
CDB 1,085 106.00  111.75  114.25  111.75  113.50  7.50 
CDB (CDB.X0000) 466 68.00  68.50  68.80  68.50  68.60  0.60 
CENTRAL FINANCE 23,330 81.70  82.90  84.40  82.00  83.90  2.20 
CENTRAL IND. 27,561 101.00  103.00  107.00  100.50  105.00  4.00 
CEYLINCO INS. 8 1,950.00  1,962.00  1,962.00  1,962.00  1,950.00  0.00 
CEYLON INV. 37,046 58.40  56.60  64.00  56.60  60.40  2.00 
CEYLON TOBACCO 221 999.75  975.00  1,000.00  975.00  999.75  0.00 
CHEMANEX 7,339 72.10  75.00  75.80  74.90  75.70  3.60 
CHEVRON 168,453 89.90  89.10  91.00  88.90  90.00  0.10 
CIC 123,533 49.10  49.60  53.00  49.60  52.10  3.00 
CIC (CIC.X0000) 282,460 40.60  39.90  42.90  39.90  42.40  1.80 
CITRUS LEISURE 2,709 7.50  8.30  8.70  8.00  8.30  0.80 
COLD STORES 138 601.25  625.00  625.00  606.00  606.25  5.00 
COLOMBO CITY 92 851.75  840.00  898.00  840.00  851.75  0.00 
COLOMBO LAND 22,700 25.50  25.10  26.50  25.10  25.50  0.00 
COMMERCIAL BANK 165,842 87.20  87.70  90.00  87.00  89.60  2.40 
COMMERCIAL BANK (COMB.X0000) 23,608 80.40  80.40  82.40  80.40  82.00  1.60 
CONVENIENCE FOOD 51 1,250.25  1,238.00  1,239.00  1,238.00  1,250.25  0.00 
DANKOTUWA PORCEL 113,522 10.50  10.50  11.40  10.50  11.30  0.80 
DFCC BANK PLC 51,976 59.50  59.80  60.20  59.00  60.00  0.50 
DIALOG 88,861 12.80  12.80  13.00  12.80  12.90  0.10 
DIMO 378 518.25  520.00  525.00  482.00  523.50  5.25 
DIPPED PRODUCTS XD 2,931,018 45.00  44.40  47.00  43.90  46.70  1.70 
DOCKYARD 2,510 70.00  70.00  71.00  68.10  70.00  0.00 
DURDANS 5 99.00  100.00  110.00  100.00  99.00  0.00 
DURDANS (CHL.X0000) 27 81.00  67.10  67.10  67.10  81.00  0.00 
E B CREASY 15,591 31.20  31.50  31.50  30.50  31.00  (0.20)
EAST WEST 11,544 9.80  9.60  10.30  9.60  10.20  0.40 
EASTERN MERCHANT 73,499 5.10  5.20  5.30  5.00  5.00  (0.10)
EXPOLANKA 4,490,407 43.50  42.60  46.30  42.10  46.00  2.50 
FORT LAND 19,851 12.80  12.70  13.30  12.70  13.10  0.30 
GRAIN ELEVATORS 110,084 111.25  106.00  118.00  106.00  115.25  4.00 
HAYCARB XD 278,455 93.40  93.00  100.00  92.50  98.80  5.40 
HAYLEYS 1,301,528 55.10  54.50  59.00  54.10  58.30  3.20 
HAYLEYS FABRIC XD 252,856 13.80  13.70  14.30  13.50  14.10  0.30 
HAYLEYS FIBRE XD 5,095 46.60  47.50  49.30  47.50  49.20  2.60 
HDFC 32,058 36.40  34.00  37.00  34.00  35.40  (1.00)
HEMAS HOLDINGS 76,974 79.90  77.00  82.00  77.00  80.70  0.80 
HNB 67,028 128.00  127.00  130.00  127.00  130.00  2.00 
HNB ASSURANCE 117,496 56.00  57.00  59.80  56.00  56.20  0.20 
HNB (HNB.X0000) 944,956 100.00  100.00  100.00  99.90  100.00  0.00 
HOTEL SIGIRIYA 500 59.10  58.10  58.10  58.10  58.10  (1.00)
HOTELS CORP. 4,196 10.50  11.00  11.20  10.60  10.60  0.10 
HUNTERS 17 603.00  630.00  630.00  630.00  603.00  0.00 
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. 834,108 0.40  0.40  0.50  0.40  0.50  0.10 
JKH 1,234,098 150.00  150.25  150.50  148.00  150.00  0.00 
KANDY HOTELS 510 4.80  4.80  5.00  4.80  5.00  0.20 
KEGALLE 41,287 96.40  96.50  96.50  95.00  96.50  0.10 
KELANI CABLES 665 112.00  111.00  115.75  108.50  112.25  0.25 
KELANI TYRES 41,704 71.90  71.40  79.40  71.40  78.00  6.10 
KELANI VALLEY XD 37,607 37.50  37.60  38.00  37.00  37.20  (0.30)
KINGSBURY 37,704 5.60  5.60  6.00  5.60  6.00  0.40 
KOTAGALA 56,431 5.60  5.50  5.60  5.40  5.50  (0.10)
L O L C HOLDINGS 247,059 288.50  280.00  307.75  280.00  302.50  14.00 
LANKA ALUMINIUM 97,415 15.60  15.40  16.50  15.40  16.30  0.70 
LANKA ASHOK 17 839.25  889.50  889.50  750.25  839.25  0.00 
LANKA HOSPITALS 22 40.40  43.40  43.40  43.40  40.40  0.00 
LANKA IOC 118,966 19.40  19.60  19.80  19.20  19.60  0.20 
LANKA TILES 31,106 176.75  175.25  193.00  172.00  187.00  10.25 
LANKA VENTURES 104 49.00  48.90  48.90  48.90  48.90  (0.10)
LANKA WALLTILE 49,071 180.50  173.25  199.00  172.00  191.75  11.25 
LAUGFS GAS 7,660 19.90  20.00  20.00  19.80  19.80  (0.10)
LAUGFS GAS (LGL.X0000) 555 16.00  15.90  15.90  15.30  15.90  (0.10)
LAXAPANA 3,211 13.50  13.20  14.10  13.20  14.10  0.60 
LB FINANCE 117,588 44.70  42.60  49.50  42.60  48.30  3.60 
LEE HEDGES 1,500 69.50  69.70  69.90  69.70  69.80  0.30 
LMF 23,260 144.25  144.00  150.00  143.00  149.75  5.50 
LVL ENERGY 221,711 9.00  9.10  10.00  9.10  9.80  0.80 
MALWATTE 3,500 12.00  12.00  12.30  12.00  12.10  0.10 
MALWATTE (MAL.X0000) 3,777 7.40  7.40  7.50  7.40  7.50  0.10 
MELSTACORP 480,710 43.50  43.50  44.80  43.00  44.10  0.60 
MERCHANT BANK 8,860 7.00  7.10  7.10  7.00  7.10  0.10 
MULLERS 521,843 1.00  1.00  1.10  1.00  1.00  0.00 
NAMUNUKULA 2,291 180.00  173.00  180.00  173.00  180.00  0.00 
NAT. DEV. BANK 19,615 80.00  80.40  81.00  80.00  80.40  0.40 
NATIONS TRUST 97,909 53.80  53.80  54.20  53.70  54.00  0.20 
NAWALOKA 60,870 4.80  4.90  5.10  4.80  5.00  0.20 
NESTLE 158 1,149.75  1,148.00  1,170.00  1,148.00  1,160.75  11.00 
OVERSEAS REALTY 44,695 15.70  15.30  15.90  15.20  15.80  0.10 
PAN ASIA 263,694 14.40  14.20  15.20  14.20  15.00  0.60 
PANASIAN POWER 152,987 3.50  3.40  3.60  3.40  3.60  0.10 
PEOPLE’S INS 6,876 30.00  30.00  30.50  30.00  30.40  0.40 
PEOPLES LEASING 898,393 11.90  11.90  12.00  11.80  11.90  0.00 
PIRAMAL GLASS 597,491 9.60  9.60  9.90  9.60  9.80  0.20 
R I L PROPERTY 267,727 5.90  6.00  6.30  6.00  6.20  0.30 
REGNIS 4,009 41.60  41.50  43.10  41.50  42.30  0.70 
RENUKA AGRI 237,750 3.50  3.20  3.60  3.20  3.40  (0.10)
RENUKA CITY HOT. 10 221.00  234.75  234.75  225.00  221.00  0.00 
RENUKA FOODS 23,550 13.00  12.80  13.10  12.80  13.00  0.00 
RENUKA FOODS (COCO.X0000) 70 10.10  10.60  10.60  10.60  10.10  0.00 
RENUKA HOLDINGS 38,134 13.70  14.50  14.60  13.80  14.50  0.80 
RENUKA HOLDINGS (RHL.X0000) 7,031 10.40  10.50  10.80  10.40  10.40  0.00 
RESUS ENERGY 23 24.60  24.70  24.70  24.70  24.60  0.00 
RICHARD PIERIS 185,770 16.20  16.00  16.50  16.00  16.40  0.20 
ROYAL CERAMIC 189,106 247.25  245.25  264.75  245.00  260.75  13.50 
S M B LEASING 58,312 0.50  0.60  0.60  0.50  0.50  0.00 
S M B LEASING (SEMB.X0000) 482,702 0.30  0.30  0.30  0.20  0.30  0.00 
SAMPATH 1,884,622 51.50  51.80  54.90  51.00  54.70  3.20 
SANASA DEV. BANK 15,735 57.00  57.00  58.30  56.50  56.60  (0.40)
SEYLAN BANK 9,180 49.60  50.30  50.50  48.00  50.30  0.70 
SEYLAN BANK (SEYB.X0000) 155,858 43.30  41.50  45.40  41.50  45.00  1.70 
SEYLAN DEVTS 33,559 15.90  16.20  16.60  15.90  16.30  0.40 
SIERRA  CABL 151,679 5.70  5.90  6.00  5.70  5.90  0.20 
SIGIRIYA VILLAGE 630 33.00  33.90  35.00  33.90  34.50  1.50 
SINGER FINANCE 21,221 13.30  13.40  13.90  13.30  13.30  0.00 
SLT 16,898 32.20  32.30  32.50  32.10  32.20  0.00 
SUNSHINE HOLDING 35,218 78.00  78.20  81.90  78.00  81.40  3.40 
SWISSTEK 30,368 98.00  100.00  107.50  100.00  105.00  7.00 
TALAWAKELLE 24,769 38.40  37.10  39.00  37.10  37.50  (0.90)
TEEJAY LANKA 100,918 38.70  39.00  39.50  38.60  39.40  0.70 
THREE ACRE FARMS 11,682 183.50  187.50  198.00  185.00  194.75  11.25 
TOKYO CEMENT 135,088 64.90  64.00  69.90  64.00  68.50  3.60 
TOKYO CEMENT (TKYO.X0000) 422,257 57.10  57.00  61.00  57.00  59.40  2.30 
UNION BANK 48,588 10.20  10.20  10.50  10.20  10.40  0.20 
UNION CHEMICALS 10 715.00  798.75  798.75  672.25  715.00  0.00 
UNISYST 24,507 7.30  6.50  7.70  6.50  7.60  0.30 
UNITED MOTORS 6,778 59.00  58.50  59.70  55.00  59.50  0.50 
VALLIBEL 199,747 7.30  7.40  7.50  7.40  7.40  0.10 
VALLIBEL FINANCE 14,923 104.00  100.00  110.00  99.00  107.25  3.25 
VIDULLANKA 940,469 5.50  5.50  5.60  5.40  5.50  0.00 
WATAWALA 699 56.90  56.90  57.00  56.90  57.00  0.10 
YORK ARCADE 94 143.00  150.25  158.00  150.25  143.00  0.00 

SECOND BOARD

AMBEON CAPITAL 2,152 4.60  4.70  5.00  4.70  5.00  0.40 
ASIA CAPITAL 15,854 5.20  5.20  5.20  5.00  5.00  (0.20)
BROWNS BEACH 1,010 10.10  10.50  11.50  10.50  10.50  0.40 
COMM LEASE & FIN 151,769 5.90  5.90  6.40  5.80  6.40  0.50 
DISTILLERIES 52,574 19.80  19.50  20.00  19.50  20.00  0.20 
FIRST CAPITAL 56,326 47.00  46.10  50.00  46.10  48.80  1.80 
HUNAS FALLS 5 152.00  155.00  155.00  155.00  152.00  0.00 
JANASHAKTHI INS. 7,405 28.00  27.60  28.00  27.60  27.70  (0.30)
KOTMALE HOLDINGS 15 228.00  238.50  238.75  234.00  228.00  0.00 
LANKA REALTY 5 29.10  31.90  31.90  31.90  29.10  0.00 
LOLC DEV FINANCE 110 67.70  69.90  70.00  69.90  69.90  2.20 
LOLC FINANCE 592,493 5.70  5.60  6.10  5.50  6.10  0.40 
MADULSIMA 11,526 7.60  8.00  9.00  7.60  8.00  0.40 
ODEL PLC 7,086 18.00  18.50  19.70  18.50  19.00  1.00 
ORIENT FINANCE 3,849 14.00  14.20  14.40  13.60  13.80  (0.20)
PDL 70 101.50  110.75  110.75  108.00  101.50  0.00 
PEOPLE’S MERCH 

53 7.00  7.00  7.20  7.00  7.00  0.00 
SERENDIB LAND 9 3,000.00  3,300.00  3,300.00  2,750.00  3,000.00  0.00 
SHALIMAR 5 1,203.20  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,203.20  0.00 
SINGER SRI LANKA 59,080 17.50  17.50  18.90  17.00  17.40  (0.10)

DIRI SAVI BOARD

AGSTAR PLC 5,796 7.00  6.90  7.40  6.90  7.40  0.40 
ALUMEX PLC 1,645,562 10.20  10.20  11.20  10.20  10.80  0.60 
AMANA TAKAFUL 1,190 7.20  7.20  7.20  7.20  7.20  0.00 
AMBEON HOLDINGS 33,725 16.80  16.80  17.70  16.50  17.30  0.50 
ARPICO INSURANCE 1,330 23.40  23.20  23.30  23.20  23.30  (0.10)
ASIA SIYAKA 772,031 2.40  2.50  2.70  2.50  2.60  0.20 
BANSEI RESORTS 344 8.80  8.70  8.80  8.70  8.70  (0.10)
BERUWALA RESORTS 500,084 0.80  0.90  0.90  0.70  0.80  0.00 
BOGALA GRAPHITE 1,108 25.30  25.80  25.80  25.80  25.80  0.50 
BOGAWANTALAWA 520 11.60  11.50  11.80  11.50  11.50  (0.10)
BPPL HOLDINGS 63,484 13.30  13.00  13.80  13.00  13.50  0.20 
BROWNS 161,306 149.75  143.25  162.50  143.25  159.75  10.00 
BROWNS INVSTMNTS 30,158,535 4.80  4.70  5.40  4.70  5.30  0.50 
C T LAND 750 26.90  27.30  27.30  27.30  27.30  0.40 
C.W.MACKIE 5 43.30  42.50  44.20  42.50  43.30  0.00 
CEYLON TEA BRKRS 9,172 2.90  3.00  3.10  3.00  3.00  0.10 
CFI 61 65.50  68.90  68.90  68.90  65.50  0.00 
CIT 14 109.75  134.75  134.75  131.00  109.75  0.00 
CITRUS HIKKADUWA 24,883 5.00  5.00  5.70  5.00  5.50  0.50 
CITRUS WASKADUWA 193,337 3.10  3.20  3.30  3.10  3.20  0.10 
COM.CREDIT 10,485 22.40  21.00  22.60  21.00  22.40  0.00 
COMMERCIAL DEV. 544 98.80  100.00  104.50  100.00  104.50  5.70 
DILMAH CEYLON 1 636.75  679.50  679.50  679.50  636.75  0.00 
E - CHANNELLING 7,409 5.30  5.70  5.70  5.60  5.60  0.30 
EDEN HOTEL LANKA 51,916 10.00  10.00  10.30  9.70  10.00  0.00 
ELPITIYA 49,895 41.90  41.90  44.50  41.90  43.60  1.70 
EQUITY TWO PLC 1 52.00  52.00  52.00  52.00  52.00  0.00 
FORTRESS RESORTS 2,219 10.50  10.90  11.00  10.90  11.00  0.50 
GALADARI 4,175 7.60  7.80  8.30  7.80  8.10  0.50 
GUARDIAN CAPITAL 643 27.00  26.90  27.90  26.90  27.60  0.60 
HATTON 10,103 8.00  8.50  9.20  8.50  8.90  0.90 
HNB FINANCE 12,901 7.90  8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00  0.10 
HNB FINANCE (HNBF-X-0000) 8,263 6.60  7.00  7.00  6.40  6.50  (0.10)
HVA FOODS 53,218 4.50  4.80  5.20  4.80  5.10  0.60 
JETWING SYMPHONY 105 9.00  9.00  9.10  9.00  9.00  0.00 
JOHN KEELLS 3,060 70.00  70.00  70.00  70.00  70.00  0.00 
KAHAWATTE 5 28.60  28.70  28.70  28.70  28.60  0.00 
KEELLS HOTELS 118,909 9.50  9.50  10.10  9.40  9.60  0.10 
LANKA CERAMIC 164 110.00  105.50  117.50  105.50  108.50  (1.50)
LAUGFS POWER 26,225 8.50  8.50  8.80  8.50  8.60  0.10 
LAUGFS POWER (LPL-X-0000) 90,070 6.00  6.00  6.50  5.90  6.20  0.20 
LOTUS HYDRO 28,860 9.70  9.70  10.20  9.70  9.90  0.20 
MAHAWELI REACH 4,000 13.00  13.00  13.00  13.00  13.00  0.00 
MARAWILA RESORTS 192,430 1.80  1.90  2.00  1.80  1.90  0.10 
MASKELIYA 2,650 10.30  10.30  10.70  10.20  10.20  (0.10)
MILLENNIUM HOUSE 4,806 5.90  5.90  6.10  5.90  6.10  0.20 
NUWARA ELIYA 100 991.00  1,025.00  1,025.00  1,025.00  1,025.00  34.00 
ON’ALLY 213 29.00  30.90  30.90  30.90  30.90  1.90 
PALM GARDEN HOTL 39 23.40  24.00  24.00  24.00  23.40  0.00 
PEGASUS HOTELS 210 29.40  29.20  31.00  29.20  30.50  1.10 
RAIGAM SALTERNS 83,669 5.00  5.10  5.50  5.00  5.10  0.10 
RENUKA CAPITAL 998,400 5.40  5.40  5.80  5.30  5.60  0.20 
RICH PIERIS EXP 2,321 340.50  350.00  350.00  347.00  347.25  6.75 
ROYAL PALMS 580 14.10  14.10  14.40  14.10  14.10  0.00 
SERENDIB ENG.GRP 1,386 6.00  6.00  6.30  6.00  6.00  0.00 
SERENDIB HOTELS 1,000 14.90  14.50  14.50  14.50  14.50  (0.40)
SERENDIB HOTELS (SHOT.X0000) 400 8.80  8.70  8.70  8.70  8.70  (0.10)
SINGER IND. 16,418 46.80  47.00  49.70  43.00  45.80  (1.00)
SINGHE HOSPITALS 93,810 2.00  2.00  2.10  1.90  2.00  0.00 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN (SFL.P0000) 16,502 3.10  3.50  3.60  3.30  3.50  0.40 
SOFTLOGIC 17,425 11.20  11.60  11.70  11.10  11.70  0.50 
SOFTLOGIC CAP 34,655 3.70  3.80  3.80  3.70  3.70  0.00 
SOFTLOGIC FIN 23 10.20  10.30  10.30  10.00  10.20  0.00 
Softlogic Life 219,713 33.00  31.50  31.50  30.00  31.00  (2.00)
TRANS ASIA 10 51.20  55.90  55.90  55.90  51.20  0.00 
UDAPUSSELLAWA 190 21.00  21.40  21.40  21.40  21.40  0.40 
UNION ASSURANCE 87 300.00  300.00  300.00  300.00  300.00  0.00 
VALLIBEL ONE 1,415,365 47.00  45.00  49.90  45.00  49.50  2.50 

WATCH LIST

ANILANA HOTELS 457,190 1.00  1.00  1.20  1.00  1.10  0.10 
BIMPUTH FINANCE 8,296 6.30  6.00  6.70  6.00  6.10  (0.20)
BLUE DIAMONDS 2,118,155 0.80  0.80  0.90  0.70  0.80  0.00 
BLUE DIAMONDS (BLUE.X0000) 494,005 0.30  0.30  0.40  0.30  0.30  0.00 
CEYLON PRINTERS 148 51.80  52.00  52.00  52.00  52.00  0.20 
LANKEM DEV. 180,389 3.10  3.00  3.50  2.90  3.40  0.30 
MACKWOODS ENERGY 39,013 2.40  2.40  2.50  2.40  2.50  0.10 
NATION LANKA 250,050 0.70  0.80  0.80  0.80  0.80  0.10 
PARAGON 100 43.80  42.00  42.00  42.00  42.00  (1.80)
RADIANT GEMS 601 21.40  22.50  23.00  22.00  22.00  0.60 
SINHAPUTHRA FIN 16,199 5.50  5.00  5.50  5.00  5.10  (0.40)
STANDARD CAPITAL 1,911 60.00  60.00  61.00  58.10  60.00  0.00 
TESS AGRO 225,635 0.50  0.50  0.60  0.50  0.60  0.10 
TESS AGRO (TESS.X0000) 21,001 0.40  0.40  0.50  0.40  0.50  0.10 

MARKET STATISTICS 

EQUITY DETAILS TODAY PRV.DAY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) 1,558,227,250.35 972,900,145.60
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) 67,408,154 29,670,900
TRADES(NO.) 18,024 10,667
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.) 3,117,252,206,059.50 3,048,958,298,616.20

GOVT. SECURITIES TODAY PRV.DAY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.)      -        -
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.)      -        -
TRADES(NO.)      -        -
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.)  

CORPORATE DEBT TODAY PRV.DAY
  19-Mar-21
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) 20,187,620.20 5,743,365.00
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) 200,000 50,000
TRADES(NO.) 1 1

EQUITY INDICES TODAY PRV.DAY
PRICE INDICES  
CSE ALL SHARE INDEX 7,135.84 6,979.29
S&P SL 20 INDEX 2,871.08 2,801.79
TOTAL RETURN INDICES  
TRI ON ALL SHARES (ASTRI) 9,565.59 9,355.73
TRI ON S&P SL 20 INDEX (S&P SL20 (TR)) 4,736.21 4,621.90

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close
Main Board

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close

 Market Statistics on 24.03.2021 Coconut Products – Prices on 24.03.2021

1. FRESH COCONUT
(a) Market Price:  (Source – HARTI) Wholesale Retail
Large Size Rs/Nut  
Small Size Rs/But  

(b)Coconut Development Authority – Colombo Auction (For Industry 
Use)

Average Price - 
Nuts Offered - 
Nuts Traded - 

Without husk Price Rs/1,000 Nuts

(c) Coconut Development Authority – Kuliyapitiya Auction

Price Range - 
Nuts Offered - 
Nuts Trade - 

(Without husk Price Rs/Kg) 

(d) Locally Traded (Farm-gate price)

 Rs. 1000 Nuts (with Husk)  
Rs.MT (Husked Ex-Mill)

Kurunegala Dist 50,000-60,000  
  103,000-108,000
Puttalam Dist 50,000-60,000  
  100,000-110,000
Gampaha Dist 50,000-55,000  
  100,000-105,000
Hambantota Dist 60,000-70,000  
  95,000-110,000

2. COPRA – (Locally Traded) (24.03.2021)

Copra Edible (Rs. /250 Kg) -
M.S. No.1 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 80,000
M.S. No.2 Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 62,500
MO – (Milling Ordinary) Copra (Rs. /250 Kg) 

COPRA – (At Colombo Auction)  

Quantity of Copra Offered (Kgs) 
Quantity of Copra Sold (Kgs)
M.S. No.1 Copra  Highest Price (Rs./250Kg) 

M.S. No.1 Copra Simple average price (Rs./250Kg) 

M.S. No.1 Copra Market price (Rs./250Kg) 

M.S. No.2 & 3 Copra Simple average price (Rs./250Kg) 

M.S. No. 2 & 3 Copra Market price (Rs./250Kg) 

Next Auction on -

3. DESICCATED COCONUT 
Fine Sri Lanka (Domestic) (Rs/Kg) 485-495 N
Medium  (Rs/Kg) 485-495 N
Sri Lanka FOB (Fina, Medium, Chips,Etc) (Rs/Kg)
  
4. COCONUT OIL 
Local Wholesale Price (Rs/Mt) 450,000-515,000 N
Philippines (CIF-Rott)
(Oil World) (18/03/2021) (Rs/Mt) 313,333

5. POONAC  (Rs/Mt) 65,000 – 75,000 T

6. MATTRESS FIBRE (Rs./50 Kg) 950-1,400 T

7. OMAT FIBRE (FAQ) (Rs. /50 Kg) 3,750-5,000 T

8. MIX FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 1,500-1,750 T

9. BRISTLE FIBRE 1 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 5,000-7,000 T

10. BRISTLE FIBRE 2 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 7,500-8,500 T

11. COCONUT HUSKS  (16.03.2021)

District  Rs/per 1,000 husks 
Puttalam  4,500-5,000
Gampaha  4,500-5,000
Matara  4,500-5,000
Kurunegala  4,500-5,500

Coconut Husk (Moisture is more than 50%) Rs/Kg 7.00
Coconut Husk (Moisture is 40%-50% Rs/Kg 7.50
Coconut Husk (Moisture is 30%-40% Rs/Kg 8.50
Cooconut Husk(Moisture is 20%-30% Rs/Kg 9.50
Coconut Husk (Moisture is 10%-20% Rs/Kg 10.50
Coconut Husk (Moisture is less than 10% Rs/Kg 13.00

12. COCONUT SHELL (Rs./MT) 29,500-30,500 T

13. COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL
(26/2/-03/4/2021)
Moisture 12% Dust 3%(Rs/MT)  110,000.00 T

14. COCONUT EKELS (Rs/MT) 43,000-46,000 T

T – Traded
N - Nominal
Courtesy: Coconut Development Authority

2021.03.24

(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted 
by commercial banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Trans-
fers (TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as follows;

CURRENCY  BUYING RATE  SELLING RATE

Australian Dollar  148.7841  153.7667
Canadian Dollar  155.2474  160.5721
Euro  232.9637  238.9687
Japanese Yen  1.8139  1.8594
Sterling Pound  270.2723  276.6864
US Dollar  196.9248  201.1935

(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies 
based on previous day’s market weighted average rate 
for the US$ are as follows;

COUNTRY  CURRENCY  INDICATIVE RATE

Bahrain  Bahrain Dinar  527.7268
Kuwait  Kuwait Dinar  658.3706
Oman  Oman Rial  516.7745
Qatar  Qatar Riyal  54.6424
Saudi Arabia  Saudi Arabian Riyal  53.0499
UAE  UAE Dirham  54.1641
International Operations Department
(3)The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) 

and the Lowest Prime Rate (LPR) during the week 
ended 19-Mar-2021, by all commercial banks was 5.61 
percent and 4.75 percent respectively.

(4) The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of com-
mercial banks for the month of February-2021 was 5.36 
percent.
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Nawinna Medicare Hospi-
tal in collaboration with Say-
ora.lk successfully completed 
a free clinic on Ayurveda 
beauty care at Nawinna Medi-
care Hospital on March 14, 
2021. This was conducted 
free, commemorating Interna-
tional Women’s Day.   

The Management of Nawin-
na Medicare Hospital togeth-
er with Sayora.lk organized 
this free clinic with the aim of 
promoting health and well-
ness in Sri Lanka. The partici-
pants were given the opportu-

nity to grow their knowledge 
in preventive healthcare 
aspects and reverse ageing 
techniques. The program 
included a lecture, demonstra-
tion, free doctor consultation, 
counselling on beauty care, 
measuring Body constitution, 
Skin type, Assessment of 
body contours, calorie require-
ment, Ideal weight, Fat per-
centage using online health 
tools & Blood pressure, Pulse 
diagnosis according to Ayur-
veda fundamentals.

The clinic was conducted 

by an SLAMC registered 
Ayurvedic physician, Dr. Lak-
shika Chandrasiri who is qual-
ified in Cosmetology and 
Ayurveda Beauty Therapy. 
She has been in the medical 
field since 2016 with Clinical 
expertise in Ayurveda, Coun-
selling, Yoga and Acupuncture 
disciplines. Her integrated 
approach in Wellness and 
Healthcare was appreciated 
by many participants at the 
event. 

The Management received 
incredibly positive feedback 
from participants who appre-
ciated the health and beauty 
education given and the 
health parameters measured.   

With the success of the 
clinic and positive feedback 
received, Sayora.lk is now 
keen to extend their service 
for corporates in future. 

Free clinic on Ayurveda beauty care at 
Nawinna Medicare Hospital  Sri Lankan entrepreneur and 

consultant, Talal Rafi is to give 
a talk at the NASDAQ Center 
on expanding businesses glob-
ally. NASDAQ Entrepreneurial 
Center is part of the New York 
based NASDAQ Stock 

Exchange. NASDAQ is the second largest stock 
exchange in the world. Companies such as Apple, 
Google, Tesla, Microsoft and Amazon are listed on 
the NASDAQ Stock Exchange.   

The talk will be mainly for Silicon Valley startups 
focusing on how to network, brand and strategize 
when looking to expand a business globally.   

Talal Rafi is an entrepreneur and consultant hav-
ing worked on projects and initiatives by the World 
Bank, USAID, ADB and Chatham House London. 
He is a World Bank Ambassador (GYCN) on Cli-
mate change and was on the Selection Committee 
of the Asian Development Bank #DigitalAgainst-
Covid-19 Innovation Series.  He was an Expert at 
Chatham House on formulating recommendations 
for the G7 & G20 on gender equality post-covid. 
Talal is a member of the Forbes Business Council of 
Forbes Magazine. Talal serves on many local and 
international advisory boards. He is also on the 
advisory board of a Silicon Valley startup working 
on machine learning in the financial sector.     

Ayurvedic physician, Dr. Lakshika Chandrasiri conducting the workshop

Talal Ra�  to speak at 
NASDAQ Centre  



The Bank of the People, Peo-
ple’s Bank, once again reassert-
ed its industry leadership posi-
tion by securing the highly-cov-
eted “People’s Banking Service 
Provider of the Year” award for 
the 15th consecutive year, at the 
recently-concluded ‘SLIM 
Nielsen People’s Awards 2020’. 

Organized by the Sri Lanka 
Institute of Marketing (SLIM) 
and the AC Nielsen - a leading 
global information and measure-
ment company - ‘People’s 
Awards’ is the main award cere-
mony in the country which rec-
ognizes and champions the true 
choice of the people annually. 

People’s Bank CEO/ General 
Manager, Ranjith Kodituwakku, 
together with the corporate and 
executive management of Peo-
ple’s Bank were present at the 
awards ceremony to triumphant-
ly accept the prestigious award. 

People’s Bank is the country’s 
Premiere Licensed Commercial 
Bank, with Sri Lanka’s largest 
banking footprint comprising 
741 branches and service centers 
islandwide. With a history span-

ning 60 years, the Bank benefits 
from a staff strength of close to 
8,000, serving more than 14.0 
million customers and close to 
19.0 million account relation-
ships - which is by far the larg-
est for any Financial Services 
provider in country. 

With a view to bringing the 

benefits of digitalization to the 
entire nation, People’s Bank 
embarked on a digital transfor-
mation journey back in 2015 by 
taking a pioneering role in digiti-
zation and customer engage-
ment. Since then, a host of 
diversified digital banking solu-
tions have been launched that 

deliver enhanced convenience, 
speed and efficiency, and con-
venience to customers at every 
point in their interactions with 
the bank.

More significantly, People’s 
Bank has earned loyalty from 
the people of the country by 
fulfilling customers’ aspirations, 

hopes and dreams. The Bank 
has introduced a number of 
loan schemes such as Per-
sonal Loans, Housing 
Loans, Professional loans, 
Educational Loans and 
Vehicle Loans to uplift liv-
ing standards of its custom-
ers, in addition to support-
ing enterprise development 
with various schemes to 
support the farming and 
fishing communities as 
well as SMEs. 

During the COVID 19 
pandemic, in order to soften 
the impact on the overall 
economy, the Bank swiftly 
implemented a range of 
relief packages including 
moratoriums mandated by 
the government and provid-
ed relief to over 480,000 
individual customers which 
is the highest number pro-
vided by a bank in Sri 
Lanka. 

Secretary to the President 
Dr. P.B. Jayasundera also 
acknowledged the contribu-
tion of People’s Bank 

towards nation building during 
Covid-19 pandemic situation at 

the recently held Colombo 
Development Symposium.
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Litro Gas Lanka and Singer 
Sri Lanka PLC have been in a 
close partnership that 
enhanced customer reach and 
optimized customer access 
across product portfolios.

The two companies recently 
renewed their strategic partner-
ship as they signed an MoU to 
extend its scope.

Litro Gas Lanka Limited 
and Singer Sri Lanka PLC 
firmly believe that customers 
would continue to have greater 
and convenient access to a 
wide variety of choices in 
cooking related products and 
appliances under this agree-
ment.

The MoU signing was 
attended by senior officials of 
both organizations; Anil 
Koswatte, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer Litro Gas 
Lanka Limited, Janaka Pathi-
rathna, Director Sales and 
Marketing and Corporate 
Affairs  Litro Gas Lanka Lim-
ited, Mahesh Wijewardena, 
Chief Executive Officer Singer 
Sri Lanka PLC and Shanil 

Perera , Director Marketing  
Singer Sri Lanka PLC were in 
attendance.

Having worked together 
in a thriving partnership 
across a wide spectrum of 
services, both companies 
are of the view that there 
will be new and innovative 
solutions offered to their 
customers through the ven-
ture.

Litro Gas Lanka Limited 
and Singer Sri Lanka have 
jointly undertaken several pro-
motions during the past 10 
years among them Singer Life-
style, Galle Fiesta, Jaffna Fies-
ta, Chillaw Fiesta, Bandarawe-
la Fiesta, East Fiesta and 
Group Sales Initiatives that 
brought extensive customer 
benefits.

Commenting on the initia-
tive, Anil Koswatte, Chairman 
& CEO, Litro Gas Lanka Lim-
ited says that strategic partner-
ships of this nature strengthen 
the company’s offering to cus-
tomers, giving a greater reach 
and wide availability across 

various customer require-
ments.

Janaka Pathirathna, Director 
Sales and Marketing and Cor-
porate Affairs at Litro Gas 
Lanka opines that the partner-
ship with Singer Sri Lanka 
enhances the scope for cus-
tomers of both organizations, 
while giving them the opportu-
nity to make use of special 
offers and incentives.

Litro Gas signs MoU with Singer Sri Lanka 
Continue 10 strategic partnership 

Janaka Pathirathna  Director Sales and Marketing and Corporate Affairs Litro Gas Lanka, Anil 
Koswatte Chairman and CEO of Litro Gas Lanka, Mahesh Wijewardena  CEO Singer Sri 
Lanka, Shanil Perera  Director Marketing  Singer Sri Lanka

Global leader in research 
and education, Wiley, will join 
Sri Lanka Association of Soft-
ware and Service Companies 
(SLASSCOM) as Principal 
Sponsor for the third install-
ment of Ingenuity Awards to 
be held on March 30, at 
Shangri-La Colombo. 

The event is hosted with the 
objective of promoting entre-
preneurship and innovation in 
Sri Lanka across different 
industrial disciplines.

Ingenuity is the influx of 
ideas that allows a business to 
flourish; this enables business-
es to scale, stand out, provide 
solutions to customer problems 
and enhance capabilities of the 
human resource or workforce. 
As the facilitator and catalyst 
for growth for the Sri Lankan 
IT and BPM industry, SLASS-
COM deems Ingenuity Awards 
as an opportunity to incentiv-
ize and boost the country’s 
innovation drive.

Commenting on Ingenuity 
Awards, General Manager of 
Wiley Sri Lanka Bimal Guna-
pala said, “We are excited to 
support the Sri Lankan IT & 
BPM industry via this sponsor-
ship. Though established fairly 
recently, we have a great rela-
tionship with SLASSCOM and 
we find their passion for inno-
vation & ingenuity to be in 
line with ours at John Wiley. 
We congratulate SLASSCOM 
for managing to organize this 
event for the third time despite 
challenges presented by the 
pandemic and all participants 
for coming forward with their 
innovative product & solu-
tions. We are looking forward 
to the Grand Finale.”

Meanwhile, Chairman of 
SLASSCOM Channa Mano-
haran commended Wiley for 
coming forward to recognize 
and reward ingenuity: “We are 

delighted to have a global 
brand such as Wiley, as the 
principal sponsor of the 
SLASSCOM National Ingenu-
ity Awards this year; This is an 
annual entrepreneurship and 
innovation competition aimed 
at identifying and awarding 
innovators regionally and 
nationally. Over the past the 
awards has inspired many 
innovators aimed at solving 
the pressing problems; we look 
forward to continuing this and 
contributing to the industry 
goal of facilitating 1,000 start-
ups by 2025.”

 “I thank Wiley for coming 
onboard as the Principal Spon-
sor for SLASSCOM National 
Ingenuity Awards 2021, and 
supporting the startup and 
innovation ecosystem of Sri 
Lanka” commented Haridhu 
Abeygoonaratne Board Mem-
ber at SLASSCOM at the sim-

ple ceremony marking the 
signing of the sponsorship 
agreement.

This year’s awards ceremo-
ny will be carried out as a vir-
tually connected event across 5 
regional locations.  The pro-
vincial winners of these mini 
events will be combined to the 
main event at Shangri-La 
Colombo through the OBS 
streaming service. SLASS-
COM has an ambitious target 
for the Sri Lankan IT and 
BPM sector of USD 5 billion 
in revenue, 200,000 direct jobs 
and 1,000 IT/BPM startups by 
2025. 

Wiley commenced opera-
tions in Sri Lanka in 2019 & 
in a very short time has estab-
lished exceptional Product 
Engineering and Operations 
teams to help drive the world 
forward through research and 
education. 

Wiley principal sponsor for 
SLASSCOM Ingenuity Awards 2021

Bimal Gunapala, General Manager of Wiley Sri Lanka 
and  Haridhu Abeygoonaratne  Board Member at of 
SLASSCOM signs the sponsorship agreement of Inge-
nuity Awards 2021

People’s Bank wins ‘People’s Choice’  
at SLIM Nielsen Awards 2021

People’s Bank CEO/ General Manager, Ranjith Kodituwakku receiving the award

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
MALDIVES ISLANDS

Notice is hereby given that our client Messrs. WHIRLPOOL 
PROPERTIES INC. of 500 Renaissance Drive, Suite 101, Saint 
Joseph Michigan 49085, United States of America, a company 
organized and existing under the laws of U.S.A. is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following Trademark.

WHIRLPOOL
Our abovementioned client has used and/or applied/registered 
the above mark worldwide in International Class 7 and 11 which 
according to NICE Classifi cation of Goods and Services comprises of 
the following goods:

Class 7

Domestic machines for use in the processing or preparation of food 
and beverage; electric kitchen apparatus and machines for chopping, 
grating, grinding, shredding, rasping, milling, pressing, crushing, 
cutting, slicing, kneading, emulsifying, liquefying, beating, blending, 
mixing or peeling food, including electric kitchen machines; beaters; 
mixers; blenders; smoothie makers; fruit presses; juice extractors 
for fruits and vegetables; centrifuges; choppers; mincers; food 
processors; electric slicers; electric peelers; electric knives; electric 
knife-sharpening machines; universal cutters; universal sharpeners; 
pasta machines; coffee grinders; coffee mills; spice grinders; electric 
can-openers; sewing machines; knitting machines; replacement parts 
and fi ttings for all the aforesaid goods not included in other classes.

Class 11

Water supply units; water fi ltration units; water purifying apparatus 
and machines; water sterilizers; refrigerator water fi ltration 
apparatus; home water supply fi ltration units; water softener units; 
water conditioning units; under sink water fi ltration systems; reverse 
osmosis devices for use in water conditioning apparatus; reverse 
osmosis elements for reducing the brackishness of water; reverse 
osmosis elements for use in reducing the salt content of water; 
countertop water fi ltration devices; faucet water fi lters; replacement 
fi lters; LED (light emitting diode) lighting fi xtures; LED (light emitting 
diode) lighting fi xtures for use in display, commercial, industrial, 
residential, and architectural accent lighting applications; LED (light 
emitting diode) lighting fi xtures for indoor and outdoor lighting 
applications; replacement parts and fi ttings for all the aforesaid 
goods not included in other classes.

Our above mentioned client also has extensive usage of the above 
mark worldwide including Maldives. Our client has instructed us 
and wishes to bring to the notice of the trade and public that by 
virtue of registration/pending registration and extensive use of the 
above mark, our client’s aforementioned trademark has acquired 
International fame, reputation and goodwill and has become 
exclusively associated with our client. By virtue thereof our client 
has exclusive rights to use the said trademark and reserve their 
rights to initiate appropriate legal action against any person(s) 
or party(ies) found using the said trademark or any other 
deceptively or confusingly similar trademarks/names which is 
in violation of the rights of our above mentioned client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to the following:

Bharucha & Co.
Intellectual Property Attorneys

F-7/1, Block 8, KDA Scheme 5, Kehkashan Clifton, 
Karachi 75600, Pakistan

Fax: +92 21 3537 9557-58 / +92 21 3587 0413/17
Tel: +92 21 3537 9544-47

Email: email@bharuchaco.com
Web: www.bharuchaco.com

On this 25th day of March, 2021

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE 
MALDIVES ISLANDS 

Notice is hereby given that our client Messrs. WHIRLPOOL 
PROPERTIES INC. of 500 Renaissance Drive, Suite 101, Saint Joseph 
Michigan 49085, United States of America, a company organized and 
existing under the laws of U.S.A. is the owner and sole proprietor of 
the following Trademark.  

Our abovementioned client has used and/or applied/registered the 
above mark worldwide in International Class 7, 11 and 37 which 
according to NICE Classifi cation of Goods and Services comprises of 
the following goods: 

Class 7  

Domestic machines for use in the processing or preparation of food 
and beverage; electric kitchen apparatus and machines for chopping, 
grating, grinding, shredding, rasping, milling, pressing, crushing, 
cutting, slicing, kneading, emulsifying, liquefying, beating, blending, 
mixing or peeling food, including electric kitchen machines; beaters; 
mixers; blenders; smoothie makers; fruit presses; juice extractors 
for fruits and vegetables; centrifuges; choppers; mincers; food 
processors; electric slicers; electric peelers; electric knives; electric 
knife-sharpening machines; universal cutters; universal sharpeners; 
pasta machines; coffee grinders; coffee mills; spice grinders; electric 
can-openers; sewing machines; knitting machines; clothes washing 
machines; dishwashing machines; compactors including food waste 
and rubbish compactors; disposers including waste disposers; belts for 
conveyors; electrical cleaning [pressure washing] machines; machines 
for washing food; ironing machines; electric vacuum cleaners; electric 
fl oor polishers; polishing discs for use with electric fl oor polishers; 
electric steam cleaners; motors including electric motors (except for 
land vehicles); compressors for refrigeration and air conditioning; 
electrically driven pumps; condensing machines; replacement parts 
and fi ttings for all the aforesaid goods not included in other classes. 

Class 11  

Apparatus for cooking, heating, roasting, steaming, drying, 
refrigerating and freezing including electrically heated bain-maries; 
refrigerating cabinets; freezer cabinets; beverage cooling apparatus; 
microwave ovens; food warming drawers; baking and barbeque 
apparatus; electrically heated cabinets for food; appliances namely 
refrigerators, freezers, combination refrigerator-freezers, ice making 
machines; electric cooking ranges, ovens and cooktops; gas cooking 
ovens, ranges and cooktops; gas, electric and steam grills; exhaust 
hoods; temperature controlled wine cellars; electric temperature 
controlled sous vide oven with built-in water bath; clothes drying 
machines and cabinets; combination garment wrinkle and odor 
remover and garment dryer; heating, steam generating, cooling 
and ventilating apparatus, including furnaces, heaters, conversion 
burners, heat pumps, air conditioners, air conditioning units, 
condensing units, evaporator units, evaporator coils, dehumidifi ers, 
humidifi ers, central humidifi ers, air fi lters, air purifying units, central 
air cleaners, ventilating fans, portable electric fans, furnace boilers, 
heat exchangers; kitchen and household water heating, cooling and 
quality apparatus, including water supply units for dispensing cold 
water and ice from refrigerators; apparatus for dispensing hot, cold, 
boiling, sparkling and fi ltered water; hot water dispensers; gas and 
electric water heaters; water coolers; LED (light emitting diode) 
lighting fi xtures; LED (light emitting diode) lighting fi xtures for use 
in display, commercial, industrial, residential, and architectural 
accent lighting applications; LED (light emitting diode) lighting 
fi xtures for indoor and outdoor lighting applications; water supply 
units; water fi ltration units; water purifying apparatus and machines; 
water sterilizers; refrigerator water fi ltration apparatus; home water 
supply fi ltration units; water softener units; water conditioning 
units; under sink water fi ltration systems; reverse osmosis devices 
for use in water conditioning apparatus; reverse osmosis elements 
for reducing the brackishness of water; reverse osmosis elements for 
use in reducing the salt content of water; countertop water fi ltration 
devices; faucet water fi lters; replacement fi lters; sinks; laundry sinks; 
sink accessories, namely faucets, strainers and sprayers; portable or 
countertop ovens; portable freezers; electric frying pans; slow cookers; 
portable or countertop griddles; portable or countertop grills; portable 
or countertop hotplates; portable or countertop hobs; portable or 
countertop cookers; portable refrigerators; portable or countertop wine 
chillers; portable or countertop ice makers; waffl e makers; portable 
or countertop stoves; stir-fry cookers; steamers; hot air cookers; rice 
cookers; electric food warming units; pot warmers; electric deep fryers; 
portable or countertop plate warmers; pressure cookers; portable or 
countertop rotisseries; roasting spits; toasters; toaster ovens; kettles; 
electric hot beverage making machines; electric milk frothers; tea 
makers; coffee makers; espresso machines; cappuccino makers; pasta 
cookers; electric yoghurt makers; sorbet makers; ice cream makers; 
apparatus for cooking crepes; egg cookers; sandwich makers; pizza 
makers, apparatus for drying the hair; replacement parts and fi ttings 
for all the aforesaid goods not included in other classes. 

Class 37  

Installation, assembly, repair and maintenance of appliances and 
apparatus for clothes washing machines, clothes drying machines, 
dishwashers, food waste disposers, food waste and trash compactors, 
motors including electric motors (except for land vehicles), 
compressors for refrigeration and air conditioning, and electrically 
driven pumps; installation, assembly, repair and maintenance of 
appliances and apparatus for heating, cooking, refrigerating, freezing, 
drying, air conditioning, air purifying, ventilating and water supply. 

Our above mentioned client also has extensive usage of the above 
mark worldwide including Maldives. Our client has instructed us and 
wishes to bring to the notice of the trade and public that by virtue of 
registration/pending registration and extensive use of the above mark, 
our client’s aforementioned trademark has acquired International 
fame, reputation and goodwill and has become exclusively associated 
with our client. By virtue thereof our client has exclusive rights 
to use the said trademark and reserve their rights to initiate 
appropriate legal action against any person(s) or party(ies) found 
using the said trademark or any other deceptively or confusingly 
similar trademarks/names which is in violation of the rights of our 
above mentioned client. 

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to the following: 

Bharucha & Co. 
Intellectual Property Attorneys 

F-7/1, Block 8, KDA Scheme 5, Kehkashan Clifton, 
Karachi 75600, Pakistan 

Fax: +92 21 3537 9557-58 / +92 21 3587 0413/17 
Tel: +92 21 3537 9544-47 

Email: email@bharuchaco.com 
Web: www.bharuchaco.com 

On this 25th day of March, 2021 
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The Commercial Bank of 
Ceylon reaffirmed its continu-
ing support to the Central 
Bank initiative to promote 
cashless digital payments via 
the LANKAQR platform 
when it participated at the 
LANKAQR programme in 
Kandy on March 20.

The event which took place 
at the rooftop of the Kandy 
City Centre (KCC) was 
graced by Central Bank 
Director Payments and Settle-
ments D. Kumaratunge and 
several other dignitaries 
including Kandy City Centre 
Chairman and Managing 
Director Thusitha Wijayasena.

Commercial Bank, whose 
App ‘ComBank Q+’ Payment 

App was the first QR-based 
App to be launched on 
LANKAQR, the national 
Quick Response (QR) Code 
platform, offered customers 
who shopped at KCC and in 
the Kandy area and paid for 
their purchases via ComBank 
Q+ Payment App a 35% cash-
back, subject to a daily limit 
and the offer continues till 
March 31. The Bank also 
deployed a sales team to visit 
retailers in the shopping com-
plex and the locality to regis-
ter more merchants for the 
ComBank Q+ MerchantApp, 
as part of its continuing sup-
port to popularising 
LANKAQR.

ComBank Q+ offers options 

for both retail customers and 
merchants. All recently 
launched Android Point-of-
Sale (POS) machines 
deployed by the Bank facili-
tate cashless payments at mer-
chant outlets countrywide.
This device is positioned as 
the most advanced Android 
POS device in the country. 
The Android Smart Terminal 
combines the functionality 
and portability of an Android 
terminal withtailored security-
certified payments software, 
enabling it to accept transac-
tions via VISA, Mastercard, 
UnionPay, LankaPay and 
JCB, as well as QR based 
wallet payments under 
LANKAQR.

ComBank joins CBSL’s LANKAQR 
campaign in Kandy

The Commercial Bank stall at the event

Dankotuwa Porcelain 
PLC., Sri Lanka’s premier 
manufacturer of porcelain 
tableware, recently 
announced that the Compa-
ny was the recipient of the 
Gold award in the large-
scale manufacturing catego-
ry in the Ceramics and Por-
celain products sector at the 
recently concluded NCE 
Export Awards 2020.

Awarded by the National 
Chamber of Exporters of 
Sri Lanka (NCE), Dankotu-
wa Porcelain won this 
award for the second con-
secutive year, a testament to 
its 37 years of rich heritage 
and plating of gastronomy 
in Sri Lanka and over the 
world.

Commenting on this win, 
Channa Gunawardana, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Dankotuwa Porcelain PLC, 
stated, “It is with great 
pride that we acknowledge 
this accolade. The year 
2020 was indeed a trying 
one, with the Coronavirus 
Pandemic altering market 
dynamics, especially ways 
in which corporates man-
aged businesses and 
responded to change. 
Dankotuwa Porcelain, as an 
organization, has always 
been resilient and has been 
able to adapt positively to 
the changes in the external 

environment. This award is 
dedicated to our dynamic 
team; our employees who 
have been resilient and 
focused during these diffi-
cult times”. 

The National Chamber of 
Exporters of Sri Lanka 
(NCE) has been conducting 
the NCE Export Awards for 
the past 28 years with the 
objective of recognizing 
and rewarding the excel-
lence of Sri Lankan Export-
ers who have marked Sri 
Lanka’s presence in the 
international market arena 
through the manufacturing 
and marketing of local 
products to global stand-
ards.

 Evaluation of applicants 

and selection of award win-
ners are usually conducted 
by a technical panel of pro-
fessionals who bring in 
expertise and experiences 
from various industries 
related to exports. This 
year’s ceremony was con-
ducted according to the 
norms of the ‘new normal’, 
taking into consideration 
COVID-19 guidelines and 
precautionary measures 
advised by the Government 
of Sri Lanka. Rohan Fer-
nando, Chairman SLT-
Mobitel was the Guest of 
Honour at this prestigious 
event that was held at the 
Main Ballroom, Shangri-La 
Colombo. 

Dankotuwa Porcelain has 

earned a reputation for 
being the best in Asia, 
Europe, the Southern Hemi-
sphere, US and the UAE. 
As such, the Company con-
tinues to maintain a broad 
global client base for 
brands.

A subsidiary of Ambeon 
Group, Dankotuwa Porce-
lain is known across the 
world for achieving a 
remarkable whiteness, that 
radiates a sense of pristine 
beauty. The Company 
prides itself as the only Sri 
Lankan porcelain manufac-
turer to be recognized by 
the European Union through 
their European Product 
Design Awards (ePDA) 
2017. 

Dankotuwa Porcelain wins big at NCE Export Awards

The Gold award for the large-scale manufacturing category in the Ceramics 
and Porcelain products sector was accepted by Channa Gunawardana, Chief 
Executive Officer, Dankotuwa Porcelain 

The education sector in 
Sri Lanka as well as 
globally suffered 
immensely with the onset 
of the pandemic and 
many educational insti-
tutes found ways to con-
tinue conducting their 
educational programs 
remotely.

When it comes to the 
hospitality sector in Sri 
Lanka, Win-Stone Hotel 
School was one of the 
first to conduct lectures 
online for their students 
and ensured that their 
students’ learning process 
continued smoothly with-
out any hindrance. 

Win-stone was founded 
by Iyanthi Goone-
wardene, who is the insti-
tute’s Managing Director 
and also happens to be 
the nation’s first female 
Executive Chef. Win-
Stone Hotel School offers 
a range of National Voca-

tional Qualification 
(NVQ) courses and are 
affiliated with a number 
of foreign institutes in 
countries such as Austral-
ia, New Zealand and 
Canada for instance. 
These partnerships enable 
Sri Lankan students to 
either enrol and complete 
their programs locally or 
they can opt to complete 
their fundamental pro-
grams in Sri Lanka and 
travel abroad for the final 
leg of their respective 
programs.

At Win-Stone, which 
currently offers courses 
to over 250 students, 
offers certificate level 
courses in aspects of 
cookery, bakery etc. The 
institute also offers a one-
year diploma course and 
advanced diplomas that 
can be completed in one 
year and eight months. 

The advantage of pur-
suing a qualification 
through Win-Stone is that 
students can receive a 
more interactive learning 
approach due to the level 
of attention each student 
receives and the class 
limits they set, with 
attending to a class of no 
more than 25 students in 
one sitting to help main-
tain standards.

Hotel school students 
can therefore, also be 
able to complete a course 
such as the advanced 
diploma, which would be 
completed at a stretch, 
thus helping the student 

to become qualified 
swiftly and easily experi-
ence a smooth transition 
to a career of their choice 
with the institute’s sup-
port. Win-Stone Hotel 
School also has a recruit-
ment arm which supports 
graduate students apply 
for jobs aboard some of 
the world’s most popular 
cruise ships and compa-
nies such as AIDA, P&O 
Cruises, Princess Cruises 
and Costa Cruises. 

Managing Directress 
Iyanthi Goonewardene 
said, “We are very opti-
mistic about the future of 
the industry and believe 
that we Sri Lankans, are 
very resilient. Even dur-
ing a pandemic, we man-
aged to get past the big-
ger hurdles and I am sure 
that things for the indus-
try will get back to nor-
mal very soon.” 

She also encouraged 
more young women to 
join the industry and 
assured that no matter 
what misconceptions par-
ents might have about the 
industry, it is a very satis-
fying profession to be in 
and the work environ-
ment is very well-protect-
ed. She also expressed 
her gratitude to Win-
Stone Hotel School 
Director, Jagath Perera 
who influenced her goal 
of starting the school, 
when she noticed a lack 
of awareness about the 
industry and work 
involved. 

Win-Stone Hotel School offers career 
pathway in hospitality

Iyanthi Goonewardene

Europa Quality Foods Ltd, 
a specialized manufacturer of 
dehydrated food products, 
was recently awarded ISO 
9001:2015 Quality Manage-
ment System and ISO 22000 
Food Safety Management 
System certifications, togeth-
er with GMP and HACCP 
standards.   

The company’s ultra-
hygienic manufacturing pro-
cess is optimized to produce 
premium, export-quality 

dehydrated fruits, vegetables, 
spices, herbs and seeds. 
Europa Quality Foods Ltd 
also supplies food processing 
and related enzymes.   

The dehydrated product 
range is currently exported to 
Europe, and is also supplied 
to value added export-orient-
ed tea companies and to local 
dairy product manufacturers. 
The company also supplies a 
range of dehydrated fruits 
and vegetables to the Sri 

Lankan retail market through 
its ‘Sukitha’ brand, providing 
consumers with affordable, 
convenient and quick nutri-
tional snacks and vegetable 
dishes.  

Established in 2019, 
Europa Quality Foods Ltd is 
a subsidiary of Nature’s 
Beauty Creations Ltd., manu-
facturer of leading personal 
care brands Nature’s Secrets, 
Panda Baby, Champion and 
Misumi.   

Europa Quality Foods awarded ISO 22000 Food Safety Management System  

Europa Quality Foods officials with the award  

Royal Cashews, a leading cashew 
processing and exporting company in 
Sri Lanka, was conferred with the 
‘Gold Award’ for Fresh and Processed 
Food Exporter Category and this is the 
fourth consecutive award at National 
Chamber of Exporters ‘NCE Export 
Awards – 2020’ held at Shangri-La 
Hotel Colombo recently.  

The ‘National Gold Award’ for the 
‘Fresh and Processed Agricultural 
Export Crops’ category was awarded to 
the company at the 28th edition of the 
annual ‘National Export Awards’ 
organized by the National Chamber of 
Exporters, NCE. The event was graced 
by SLT Chairman Rohan Fernando  

.Commenting on the award Royal 
Cashews Managing Director Dr. 
Ruwan Wathugala said, “Royal Cash-
ews as a leading cashew processing 
and exporting company in Sri Lanka is 
honoured to have been conferred the 
NCE National award for the fourth 
consecutive time which is rare feat 
achieved by an organisation. Royal 
Cashew brings in a large sum of the 
much needed foreign exchange to the 
country each year through exports of a 

range of sought-after products.”  He 
also said the Research and Develop-
ment Department of the company 
introduced a diverse range of mouth-
watering flavours to cater to the global 
market. We export ‘Royal Cashew’ 
products to many countries and we are 
a preferred brand globally”.  

Dr. Wathugala said, “Royal Cashews 
was launched in 1999 and was able to 
capture local and foreign markets in a 
short stint. “Winning awards of this 
nature contributes to our success 
story,” he said.  

Royal Cashews comprises over 20 
outlets across the country and it is the 
largest network for cashew products in 
the country.   

With the introduction of ‘Online 
Delivery System’ by the company 
recently, customers have been offered 
the opportunity to order products 
online and get fresh Royal Cashew 
products delivered to the doorsteps.  

Royal Cashews products are export-
ed to Malaysia, Japan, USA, UK, New 
Zeeland, Germany, Australia, Austria, 
Maldives, Switzerland and Saudi 
Arabia.   

Royal cashews bags ‘NCE National Export Award’   

Royal Cashews Group Managing Director Dr. Ruwan Wathugala 
flanked by New Product Development and Research Manager 
Ruwan Lahiru Danthanarayana with Gold Award

Sri Lanka’s inward remittance 
service provider, MMBL Money 
Master has launched a special 
promotion that rewards custom-
ers with cash prizes worth mil-
lions of rupees. Aptly named 
‘Mudal Nidanaya’, the promotion 
is now rolling out in view of the 
upcoming festival season.

Customers who receive money 
twice or morevia any of MMBL 
Money Master’s remittance ser-
vices such as Western Union, 
MoneyGram or Ria, are eligible 
for a lucky draw and stand the 
chance to win cash prizes. The 
promotion is set to continue till 
April 15.

‘’As Sri Lanka’s largest retail 
money transfer representative, 
we have always rewarded our 
loyal customers through special 
promotions such as this. Majority 
of the customers are Sri Lankans 
working abroad and their loved 
ones here. So, this initiative also 
provides us a means of appreciat-
ing the contribution of these 
hardworking Sri Lankans, for the 
sacrifices made by them and their 

loved ones’’’ said Dinesh Men-
dis, Director of Aitken Spence 
Group Plc and Managing Direc-
tor of MMBL Money Transfer 
(Pvt) Ltd. 

MMBL Money Master is pre-
sent throughout the country with 
over 2000 plus sub-representative 
locations. For this promotion 
customers can receive their 
remittances through MMBL 
authorized money transfer retail 
sub-representatives, Dedigama 
Pawning Centers, DFCC bank 
branches, SDB bank branches, 
AMANA bank branches, MPCS 
rural banks and SANASA socie-
ties. 

MMBL Money Transfer is a 
joint venture between Aitken 
Spence Group and Mercantile 
Merchant Bank and has earned a 
reputation for service, reliability 
and a customer-centric approach. 
Initiated in 1995, MMBL Money 
Master is the oldest and leading 
principal for Western Union and 
represents world renowned remit-
tance services such as Money-
Gram and Ria. 

MMBL Money Master launches  
‘Mudal Nidanaya’ promotion

Seylan Bank Title Partner, Official Banking Partner for the 8th consecutive year

Seylan Bank, would be the 
official banking partner at the 
largest construction and home 
decor trade show of the year, 
Kedella Construction Expo 
2021. The exhibition will take 
place at the Sirimavo Bandara-
naike Memorial Exhibition Cen-
tre from March 26-28.

Organized by Asia Exhibitions 
& Conventions (Pvt) Ltd for the 
14th consecutive year, the exhi-
bition will consist of approxi-
mately over 200 stalls, featuring 
a wide range of exhibitors 
including Household Appliances, 
Home Decorations, Real Estate, 
Landscaping, Furniture, Tiles, 
Granite Traders, Bathroom Fit-

tings, Kitchenware, Electrical 
Goods, Paints, Wall Design 
Traders, Ceiling Decorators, 
Lighting, Home Drapers and 
Banking and Insurance.

The bank will offer services 
ranging from Housing Loans, 
Personal Loans and Credit Cards 
with the most competitive inter-
est rates and payment plans in 
the market. 

The bank will also deploy a 
mobile ATM near the main hall 
of the event premises, ensuring 
customers had easy access to 
carry out cash withdrawals and 
check their account balances at 
any given time during the 3-day 
long exhibition.

Seylan Kedella Construction Expo 2021 at BMICH from March 26-28

Venura Wijerathna Marketing Manager Asia 
Exhibitions and Conventions, Tyronne Chan-
drasekera Managing Director Asia Exhibitions 
and Conventions, Gamika De Silva Assistant 
General Manager Sales and Marketing Seylan 
Bank and Nalin Karunaratne Senior Manager  
Brand Marketing Seylan Bank

Rocell, Sri Lanka’s leading tile and 
bathware manufacturer recently 
opened a fully-fledged concept store 
in the city of Galle, showcasing its 
wide range of tiles and bathware line 
up, making way for a holistic experi-
ence in creating beautiful living spac-
es.   

Located at W.D.S Abeyguna-
wardana Mawatha, Pettigalawaththa, 
Galle, the new concept store allows 
walk-in customers to experience 
Rocell’s aesthetic masterpieces.  

Commenting at the opening of the 

new Rocell concept store, Tharana 
Thoradeniya Director Marketing and 
Business Deveopment said, “We are 
thrilled to expand our store footprint 
with the launch of a new concept store 
in the heart of Galle. The new concept 
store aims to provide a unique and a 
truly world-class customer experience 
guided by our highly experienced 
team. Redefining the design-first retail 
approach, we are happy to be atthe 
cutting edge of offering high quality 
surface coverings and bathware to all 
Sri Lankans.”  

Rocell unveils concept store in Galle  

Tharana Thoradeniya, Director Mar-
keting and Business Development  



RUWINI JAYAWARDANA 

N
othing can compare to the adventure 

and beauty of riding a horse. Though 

riding looks so deceptively simple at 

first, it takes a lot of discipline and 

bonding to excel as a rider. Among the 

equestrian-dominant nations like the USA, France, 

Germany and the Netherlands emerges a skilled 

show jumper with a Sri Lankan linage. 

Adopted by a Swedish family when she was a three 

month old infant, Mathilda Karlsson has now gained 

global recognition for her equestrian talents. This 

gifted youth switched her nationality back to her 

motherland and vies to become the first Sri Lankan 

show jumper to complete at the Olympic Games. 

A consistent rider on the Longines Global Cham-

pions Tour and current member of the Global Cham-

pions League (GCL) team, the Hamburg Giants, 

Mathilda dreams of making her home country proud.

“In Sweden, there weren’t many dark-colorued 

people 35 years ago. Though I was different from my 

classmates and friends, I always liked the attention I 

received. I never had any bad experiences so I didn’t 

mind it at all. I still don’t,” she opened up the conver-

sation. 
Unlike many other countries which choose sports 

like soccer, basketball, surfing or cricket as a popular 

part-times for kids, horseback riding was the sport of 

choice for most Swedish children. 

“Its like a social thing because all your friends 

attend these schools. So you go because you want to 

be with your friends. Once I got older, my friends 

dropped off. I stayed because I fell in love with the 

horses,” Mathilda elaborated on how she started her 

equestrian career at the local club Kristianstads Ryt-

tarsällskap.
Her passion and dedication moulded her career 

path.
“I was never ever thinking of being an interna-

tional show jumper. I never wanted to compete 

myself. I just loved grooming and hanging around. 

Then, obviously, things changed and now I can’t 

even imagine not showing,” she revealed. 

She says that her GCL teammates and former 

Swedish Chef d’Equipe, Sylve Söderstrand, have 

been part of her success. 
“I was on the team with Rolf-Göran Bengtsson. He 

is someone I look up to. We would walk the course 

together, and he had so many good tips and advice 

that I would never have thought of. I learned a lot 

just by watching him and John Whitaker and being 

around them,” Mathilda explained.

One of the pearls of wisdom she received from 

them that every week is a new week and even if you 

have a bad round, no one is going to think about it 

except for yourself. 
“I was oftentimes worried about what other people 

would think, but they taught me how important it is 

to just let it go. Tomorrow is a new day, and a new 

class,” she said. 
She points out that equestrian sport is the only 

Olympic sport that men and women compete togeth-

er. “It’s a very time consuming sport and the most 

challenging part is probably interacting with your  

partner which in the case of an equestrian is their 

horse. I enjoy the excitement of show jumping. How-

ever, every good show jumper needs to have good 

dressage skills too,” she said. 
Her bonding with Sri Lanka came during her first 

visit here in 2017 which she described as a super 

experience. Stirred by the natural beauty of the isle 

and the hospitality of its people, Mathilda decided to 

switch to represent her birth country. She managed 

to achieve her wish supported by the Sri Lanka 

Equestrian Association. 
“It was not an easy decision, as I was always very 

happy to be representing Sweden. I will always be 

Swedish, and a big part of my heart will always 

belong to Sweden. That is where I grew up, and 

where I have all my values from. However, I feel very 

proud and supported representing Sri Lanka. For 

me, it was the right thing to do,” Mathilda explained.

One of her proudest moments in life was debuting 

under the Sri Lankan flag at the Longines Global 

Champions Tour of Monaco. 
Her biggest challenge is ahead of her – qualifying 

for the Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan. Though the 

pandemic has postponed the event, Mathilda is keep-

ing her fingers crossed and training to achieve her 

dream soon. 
There are 200 slots allocated to equestrian between 

the three disciplines of show jumping, dressage, and 

eventing for the 2020 Olympic Games. Of those 200, 

15 are reserved for indi-
vidual show jumpers not 
qualified on a team. 
These individuals are 
chosen by FEI Olympic 
Ranking. From the South 
East Asia and Oceania 
region, which includes 
Sri Lanka, there are only 
two individual spots up 
for grabs.

Hard work and a posi-
tive environment are 
important when one is 

determined to achieve something. 

You must be surrounded by people 

who are positive and supportive. I am 

living in such a setting. Never underesti-

mate a rider’s dream,” she noted add-

ing that though it is a mammoth task, 

she will give it all that she has got. 

Her goal is to reach the top 100 in 

the world ranking.
Speaking about her Olympic 

mount, Holsteiner stallion Cho-

pin VA (Casall x Coriano x Can-

tus), Mathilda notes that the 

horse was trained and taken to 

the highest level by her from 

his young days. 
“Chopin and I have been 

inseparable since the day he 

was born. He and I have a 

very special connection. We 

are like best friends. At 

times, it feels like we can 

read each other’s minds!” 
Mathilda adds. 

Her advice for other 
young women is to 
become the queen of their 
own path. 

“Every young woman 
should take the chance to 
become the best version 
of herself. Everything is 
possible, you just need to 
work a bit harder for it 
and never ever stop 
believing in yourself and 
your dreams,” she con-
cluded.

E mail : features.dailynews@lakehouse.lk

Riding 
her way to 

success 
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With her pet 
dog Cookie 



‘Frozen 2’ has a 
major twist when the true 
nature of ‘Frozen’s fifth ele-
mental spirit is revealed, 

but the ending should mean more for 
Anna in ‘Frozen 3’. At the end of ‘Fro-
zen 2’, the fifth spirit is shown to be 
Anna and Elsa, together, but the focus 
is much more on Elsa and her jour-
ney. The third ‘Frozen’ film is a good 
chance for Disney to explore the 
nature of the fifth spirit more deeply.

The fifth spirit is said to be "a 
bridge between us and the magic 
and nature," according to Honey-
maren, a member of the Northul-
dra. At the end of ‘Frozen 2’, Elsa 
seemingly discovers that she is 
the fifth spirit, gaining power 
over the four elements - water, 
fire, wind and earth. But as Elsa 
later reveals, the fifth spirit 
exists in the relationship 
between her and Anna. Their 

sisterhood is what forges a bridge 
between magic, represented by Elsa, and 
the mundane, represented by Anna. As 
Elsa says, "a bridge has two sides, and 
mother had two daughters." Anna and 
Elsa freed the Enchanted  Forest together.

Anna's abilities aren't as visible as Elsa's, 
but her determination, resilience and love 
are critical to ‘Frozen 2's happy ending. 

It's those traits that help Anna destroy 
the dam, revive Elsa and ultimately broker 
peace between the Northuldra and Aren-
delle. However, Anna does not get as much 
concrete recognition as Elsa. Although 
both end the movie by stepping into leader-
ship roles - Elsa as the head of the Enchant-
ed Forest and Anna as Queen of Arendelle 
- Elsa undergoes more visible changes, 
gaining new powers. 

‘Frozen 3’ should take a closer look at 
how Anna grows into her role as one half 
of the fifth spirit. Anna's power is in her 
connection to people - her love for her sis-
ter, Sven, and the subjects of Arendelle. 

While Elsa jumps into the unknown, 
Anna is a grounding force, reining Elsa in 
whenever it looks like she might be going 
too far or risking too much. ‘Frozen 3’ 
might be able to highlight that trait by giv-
ing Anna the ability to neutralize magic or 
control volatile situations in some way. 
While ‘Frozen 2’ made it a point to avoid 
giving Anna magical abilities, perhaps she 
could act as an anti-magical force, bringing 
balance to power. Anna's love of the king-
dom and its people was also explored in a 
song that was later cut from ‘Frozen 2’, 
"Home." ‘Frozen 3’ could show Anna's role 
as the fifth spirit by highlighting her love in 
a similar way, giving Anna a breakout song 
in the sequel.

Screen Rant

Banned and censored back 
home, Pakistani film 
‘Zindagi Tamasha’, which 
has bagged several inter-

national awards, bagged Best Film 
and Best Actor awards at the 
prestigious Asian World Film Fes-
tival.

The festival, which brings the 
best of a broad selection of Asian 
World cinema to Los Angeles that 
was held virtually on March 15, 
witnessed the inclusion of 40 films 
from over 20 participating coun-
tries, all of which were showcased 
during the six-day extravaganza. 
It included 11 Oscar submissions 
for Best International Feature 
Film and 12 Golden Globe submis-
sions for Best Motion Picture - 
Foreign Language.

‘Zindagi Tamasha’ (Circus of 
Life), the Oscar submission from 
Pakistan, took the Snow Leopard 
Award for Best Film. Director 

Sarmad Sultan Khoosat 
received the award 

from jury member 
Luba Balagova 
Kandoor, an 
awa rd - w i n n i n g 
Russian Circas-
sian poet, author, 

filmmaker, and pro-

ducer, according to The Express 
Tribune.

The Snow Leopard Award for 
Best Actor went to Arif Hassan 
for his performance in the film. 
The award was presented by Jury 
member Joanne Goh.

The controversial film, which 
was banned in Pakistan, is about a 
man who is shunned after a video 
of him dancing at a wedding goes 
viral.

While receiving the award, the 
actor said: “I am overwhelmed by 
the recognition this film of ours 
has received internationally. I am 
extremely grateful to our director 
Sarmad Khoosat whose dedica-
tion to the film was unparalleled. 
It's about time we start telling 
stories that are unique to the 
Asian culture. There are so many 
stories that remain untold by the 
mainstream media."

“'Zindagi Tamasha' will repre-
sent all of us, our ‘Pakistan’ at the 
Oscars,” added Khoosat, who 
faced much backlash back home 
from extremist religious groups.

"Winning two awards at the 
festival has given me and my 
team the right kind of morale 
boost and the emotional boost 
as well," said the filmmaker.

"It has been a tumultuous 

journey with this film. Not being 
able to show it here in my own 
home country, it got banned. But 
finding this new audience for the 
film has made me believe more 
and more in the power of cinema," 
he added.

The film was banned in Paki-
stan after an extremist religious 
group watched the trailer and 
became enraged at its portrayal of 
the cleric in the movie. Bowing to 
pressure, the Pakistani govern-
ment had issued directives to 
postpone the film's release.

 

One India
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Looks like Disney Channel finally has its 
first original TV movie centred on Indian 
culture, with an Indian-American lead, 
according to a report by Entertainment 

Tonight. 
‘Spin’ follows Rhea (Avantika), an Indian-Amer-

ican teen who learns she has a passion for creating 
DJ mixes that blend the textures of her Indian 
heritage and the world around her. Her life 
revolves around her group of friends, Molly (Anna 
Cathcart, To All the Boys I've Loved Before), Wat-
son (Jahbril Cook) and Ginger (Kerri Medders), 
her afterschool coding club, her family’s Indian 
restaurant and her tight-knit, multigenerational 
family, which has only grown closer since her 
mother's passing.

Everything changes when she falls for aspiring 
DJ Max (Michael Bishop) and a long lost fervor 
for music is reignited. Rhea discovers that she has 
a natural gift for creating beats and producing 
music but must find the courage to follow her true 
inner talent. 

‘Spin’ does not have an official premiere date 
just yet but it is slated for some time this year. 

Directed by Manjari Makijany (Desert Dol-
phin, I See You), the film breaks barriers with 
an international Indian-led ensemble that 
includes actor Abhay Deol (‘Zindagi Na Milegi 
Dobara’) as Rhea’s father Arvind, U.K. come-
dian/actor Meera Syal (‘The Kumars at No. 
42’) as Rhea’s grandmother Asha, and Aryan 
Simhadri (who will star in the Disney+ 
remake of ‘Cheaper By The Dozen’) as 
Rhea’s younger brother Rohan.

“I’m so eager to have this movie out in 
the world - as a reminder for young Indian 
girls, and anyone really, to follow their 
aspirations,” Avantika, who grew up being 
a dancer, revealed.

Makijany, who grew up in Mumbai and 
now resides in the U.S, adds, “I was 
beyond thrilled to introduce my culture 
through Rhea and her family to a broad 
audience. It's so important to see some-
one like myself represented in a main-
stream way.”

The Hindu

Actor Janhvi Kapoor, who 
recently appeared in the 
horror-comedy Roohi, 
was compared to Alia 

Bhatt in a new interview. Both 
actors belong to film families. 
While Janhvi is the daughter of 
producer Boney Kapoor and the 
late actor Sridevi, Alia is the 
daughter of filmmaker Mahesh 
Bhatt and actor Soni Razdan.

Janhvi in an interview with Bol-
lywood Hungama gushed about 
Alia, and said that she's flattered 
to have been compared to her.

A fan said, "(Janhvi) is on anoth-
er level after Gunjan Saxena. Has 
all the potential to be the next Alia 
Bhatt in terms of career." Janvhi 
responded, "That's so sweet. 
Aapke mooh me ghee, shakkar, 

laddoo, biryani, jo bhi aapko cha-
hiye," she said, using an expres-
sion to thank someone for saying 
something positive.

Later she was asked which actor 
she'd like to be stuck in a haunted 
house for a day. Janhvi promptly 
named Alia. She said, "I'm a huge 
Alia fan."

Roohi has registered the highest 
opening for a Hindi film after thea-
tres were allowed to operate at full 
capacity following a nearly year-
long shutdown due to the corona-
virus pandemic. The film has made 
nearly ₹14 crore in five days of 
release.

Alia, meanwhile, celebrated her 
28th birthday earlier this week. 
Filmmaker Karan Johar, who 
launched both her and Janhvi in 

Bollywood, hosted a grand 
bash that saw Deepika Padu-
kone, Ranveer Singh, and oth-
ers in attendance. Follow-
ing her first film, 
Dhadak, Janhvi appeared 
in Zoya Akhtar's short 
film in the antholo-
gy Ghost Stories, 
and then in Gunjan 
Saxena: The Kargil Girl. 
She now has 
Dostana 2, Good 
Luck Jerry and 
Takht in the pipe-
line.

Hindustan 
Times

The future of the MonsterVerse is at a 
crossroads, especially heading into 
the release of ‘Godzilla vs. Kong’. 

With this fourth entry in Warner Bros and 
Legendary’s Titan fueled ambitions comes 
the hope that maybe these iconic creatures 
will be around for some time. But when 
director Adam Wingard was approached 
about how fans should view ‘Godzilla vs. 
Kong’s sequel prospects, he was honest in 
answering that it all comes down to one 
very decisive body: the fandom.

During the recent IGN Fan Fest event, 
Wingard was on hand to field some big 
questions surrounding Warner Bros’ poten-
tial blockbuster. And right out of the gate, 
he was put on the spot and quizzed on 
whether Godzilla vs. Kong is merely a stop 
in the road to greater things, or the end to 
the Godzilla trilogy. Adam Wingard, opti-
mistic but pragmatic as ever, had this to 
say:

The greatest impediment to the future of 
the MonsterVerse is, obviously, the theatri-
cal performance of director Michael 
Dougherty’s Godzilla: King of the Mon-
sters. That film didn’t rack up the record 
breaking success that Gareth Edwards’ 
Godzilla scored in 2014, on top of some 
questions and complaints pertaining to the 
more human angle to the story. As such, 
the entire universe seems to be at a moment 
of crisis. With plenty of monsters and sto-

ries in the Toho catalog yet to be touched, 
and a lot of different threads already pre-
senting themselves at the end of ‘Godzilla: 
King of the Monsters’, that’s an even more 
dangerous place to be.

Should ‘Godzilla vs. Kong’ be the final 
MonsterVerse film in the line, there’s 
undoubtedly going to be a lot of potential 
left unexplored. As a shadowy corporation 
known as Apex is making the scene, and 
MechaGodzilla just might be in the mix, 
the story to Adam Wingard’s next film 
doesn’t feel like it’s something that’s ready 
to settle the books once and for all. Still the 
point stands: if the fans don’t want more 
MonsterVerse stories, Warner Bros will 
certainly divert those resources keeping 
the franchise alive to other properties.

Maybe this is why long standing con-
cerns like the darkness of Godzilla’s picture 
are being corrected. Not only would this 
move for the 4K re-release of the first mon-
strous case file in this saga tweak the visu-
als to an even better level, but it might just 
help earn some goodwill at a time when 
‘Godzilla vs. Kong’ could use as much as 
Titanly possible. March is the month that 
could determine the fate of the Mon-
sterVerse, and ‘Godzilla vs. Kong’s March 
31 release will be when the first signs will 
be spotted. 

Cinema Blend

Will ‘Godzilla Vs. Kong’ 
get a sequel?

Banned film’s BiG Win

Anne Hathaway 
added a new skill to 
her résumé during 
quarantine: hair-

dresser!
Much like the rest of us 

trapped at home for the past 
year, Anne went far too long 
without getting her hair cut. 
And when it came time to 
film her new movie ‘Locked 
Down’, she figured the hair-
stylist in the set's "bubble" 
would be able to take care of 
it...but that was the wrong 
assumption.

"When I started work on 
set, I assumed my hairstylist 
would be able to give me a 
professional 'do. But then he 
informed me that he actually 
didn't cut hair," Anne 
explained.

She continued, "He asked 
me if I wanted to have some-
one else come to set to clean 
it up but I was so freaked out 
by the thought of being in 
contact with someone out-
side the filming bubble that I 
said no."

 Anne noted that she was 
so "terrified" to work with 
someone outside the bubble 
that she decided to just cut 
her hair herself.

"I was so serious about 
[coronavirus] that I gave 
myself a haircut... My hair in 
the film is the hair I cut 
myself, which felt very 2020," 
Anne noted.

As for the rest of the film-
ing process, Anne said that it 
was definitely more "chaotic" 
than making a movie before 

the pandemic. Anne 
explained, "I feel like 2020 
was chaotic in so many ways 
and filmmaking is also often 
chaotic, but this project was 
definitely more chaotic than 
others."

While the entire year may 
have been chaotic, Anne 
noted how grateful she was 
to have been in a fortunate 
position to not have to worry 
about many things. 

"I had food on my table 
and I wasn't worrying about 
paying the mortgage. [Being 
scared] began to feel disre-
spectful to people who were 
going through a harder time, 
so I learned to change my 
focus," Anne added.

Buzz Feed

Quarantine haircut

‘Frozen’s 
fifth spirit 

twist

Disney Channel’s first 
India-centred film

Has potential to be next AliA BhAtt



The pandemic has now been 
with us here in Sri Lanka 
for almost a year. The 
restaurant industry has 

taken a significant hit, but 
some have managed to inno-
vate and evolve during these 
hard times.
Indian Affair is one such in-

novation and creation from this 
situation. They are not your regular 
Indian restaurant. At Indian Affair, 
they strive to ensure that you can 
enjoy the taste of India while building a 
connection with the neighbouring land. 

The goal is to provide Sri Lanka with new 
and undiscovered fl avours of India, along 
with some well known dishes cooked to 
perfection.

They believe Sri Lanka has yet to 
truly embrace the fi ner points and 
diverse fl avors that exist in Indian 
cuisine. Their aim is to bridge 
that gap, and break the mould of 
what Indian food means to the 
Lankan soul.

The man behind Indian Affair, 
Deb Mukherjee, says he wants 
to change the way people look 
and think of Indian food across the 
Globe - “Indian food outside India 
is mostly identifi ed with the delicious 
Butter Chicken. India is a big country, and 
its food and culture changes every 100 kms 
and she has a lot more to offer to the world and we are 
bringing those unique dishes to Sri Lanka. Did you know 
there are 6 varieties of Butter Chicken across India. We 
have got one variety now and we will slowly bring in the 
others as well. 

Mukherjee says “Our focus is on natural ingredients 
procured from the source as they make all the all the 
difference to the fl avour. For example, we use natural 
Himalayan Salt in our kebabs which make them unique 
and our Goan Ambotik and Caldin Curry contains the 

traditional coconut vinegar which is sourced 
directly from the quant villages of Goa.” 

 “General perception is Indian food 
is rich and heavy – once you try our 
food you will realise that’s actually not 
true – We use natural ghee, which is 
considered a Super Food globally to 
cook our food and you can have it 
every day – my grand mom while we 
were growing up used to pour ghee in 

our dal just before serving and it’s not 
only healthy but delicious” 
“All our food is prepared in modern 

kitchens with state-of-the-art equipment, 
following a process and standard similar to 
that followed by international food chains.
This ensures that the food remains standard, 
when it comes to quality, quantity and taste, 
regardless of who preparesit or the outlet it’s 

delivered from,” he explains.
We have just launched our Biriyani 

range – our goal is to bring in a range 
of curated Biriyanis from various 
parts of India which are light and 
aromatic but packed with fl avour. 
This is a Biriyani you will not only 
enjoy for dinner but also a must try 
during lunch. 

The restaurant offers unique 
fl avours such as Chettinad from Tamil 

Nadu, Rogan Josh from Kashmir and the 
unique Caldin Curry from the erstwhile 

Portuguese colony of Goa. They recently 
added a range of Biryanis from various regions 
of India which are not available in Sri Lanka.

The restaurant’s new approach in food preparation 
enables them to cater to large orders within a short pe-
riod of time. The restaurant offers packages that cater to 
your many different ‘affairs’ as well as individual combos 
packed in microwavable containers, enabling you to have 
a quality, affordable meal at home or wherever you are. 

Indian Affair currently operates from Mount Lavinia 
and Colombo 05, with intentions of expanding further 
throughout Colombo, the suburbs and beyond. -EJ
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Rice Pilau

Jeera Rice

Fabulous Easter treats at Hilton Colombo

OPPO, launched their most sophisticated F Series device to 
date, F19 Pro, on March 15. The mobile phone features a 
plethora of innovative enhancements, including unparal-
leled videography capabilities,to cater to content creators 

looking for a powerful tool to tell compelling stories. 
The launch themed ‘F19 PRO STYLISH LAUNCH NIGHT’ was hosted virtu-

ally via OPPO Sri Lanka’s o�  cial social media channels. The event was par-
ticipated by brand ambassador Umaria Sinhawamsa& many other public 
personalities including dance choreographer Ramod Malaka, athlete/� t-
ness model Zuri and singer/actor Gayan Gunawardena

The new revolutionary mobile phone features 48MP quad cameras, a 
48MP main camera, 8MP ultra wide-angle camera, 2MP macro camera and 
2MP mono camera to deliver an exceptional output. The F19 Pro comes in 
two colors: Fantastic Purple & Fluid Black. -NM

ISSO  celebrated its 5th anniversary on March 23. 
The restaurant  began operations in 2016, in a 
small outlet down Sulaiman terrace. Today they 
have grown from a small store, to their iconic 

flagship outlet down Ananda Coomaraswamy 
Mawatha, Colombo 3. 
ISSO soon became renowned for serving  high qual-

ity, delicious PRAWN dishes from around the world, at a 
reasonable price bracket. In fact, prawns are a commodity 
which is often seen as a luxury item, ISSO reintroduced 
PRAWNS to the market as an easily accessible food op-
tion, at an affordable price bracket. The popularity of the 
PRAWN-themed restaurant soon grew, owing to its novel 
menu, delicious food, and cult following. 

Commenting on ISSO’s journey, CEO and Co-Founder 
Apinash Sivagumaaran said “The past 5 years has been an 

exciting learning experience for all of us – today 
ISSO has grown 5 years strong. We’ve fallen, 
we’ve grown, we’ve learned, now we are ready 
to serve and cater to the needs of our customers 
more than ever before! I am deeply grateful for 
all the support extended to us over the past fi ve 
years and look forward to personally welcoming 
you all back to ISSO soon! We look forward and 
are excited to present what is in-store for the fu-
ture of ISSO in the coming year”. 

The brand envisions towards becoming a well-
known global restaurant franchise brand, and to 
represent Sri Lankan cuisine and hospitality around 
the world. ISSO aims to open 100 outlets across the 
world through a mix of company-owned and fran-
chised outlets in the next 5 years.  -DW

Turning five, ready to thrive!

Umaria Sinhawamsa

Gayan Gunawardana in action

Authentic and unique dishes from across India to your doorstep

Chicken 
Chettinad

Butter Paneer

With Easter fast 

approaching, Hilton Colombo is 

bursting with an array of spectacular 

and classic Easter treats as well as gourmet deli-

cacies, making it the ideal place to find that per-

fect gift for chocoholics or prepare to indulge 

your own 

sweet tooth as 

Lent comes to 

an end. Hilton 

Colombo’s res-

taurants have 

also introduced 

seasonal surpris-

es to their 

menus, giving 

you the perfect 

excuse to cele-

brate the end of 

Lent this Easter, be 

it with the eggnog 

and chocolate chip 

ice cream at Graze 

kitchen, or the clas-

sic chocolate Easter 

Bunny at Café Kai. 

Discover an impres-

sive Easter Brunch 

at Graze Kitchen 

on Easter Sunday 

(April 4 ) from 12nn 

to 2.30pm and enjoy 

a bountiful meal with 

the entire family.  Live-

Cooking stations will 

unveil a fantastic selec-

tion of international delicacies that will make 

this Easter Sunday Brunch a memorable occasion. The 

buffet will include Thai, Western, Indian, Chinese, Japa-

nese, Turkish and Italian dishes, plus a long list of more 

than 100 mouthwatering items created solely for this 

special occasion. And, of course, “Bunny Ears” will be 

hopping around and distributing colorful chocolate eggs 

to all the children.

From April 2 to 4 your Easter egg hunt at Café Kai 

gets even more exciting with the range of chocolate eggs 

available from Chocolate Rochers – a hard chocolate 

shell with salted caramel ganache and milk chocolate 

nutty glaze,to dark chocolate and milk chocolate eggs 

with fi lling, chocolate bunnies in all sizes and Easter 

chocolate cake pops.  “You’re truly spoilt for choice!” 

says Gigi De Silva, Marcom Manager, Hilton Colombo.  

“An endless variety of Easter gifting options like a range 

of Easter novelty cakes and cupcakes in all shapes and 

forms, Easter egg Danishes and hot cross buns baked 

fresh will be on the shelves daily during this period. And 

for those who have out-grown the Easter eggs, Café Kai 

has bloomed with fl owers, introducing colourful bou-

quets making it the perfect gift for your loved one” she 

added.
Furthermore, if you feel like celebrating in the com-

fort of your home, there are three special menus in 

fi sh, chicken and lambwith accompaniments you could 

choose from; plenty for four people or more and will be 

available between  April 2 to 4.  YW
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The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the Sri 
Jayewardenepura General Hospital now invites sealed Bids from eligible and qualified 
Bidders for Supply of under mentioned Medical Equipment at Sri Jayewardenepura 
General Hospital up to 10.00 a.m. on 22.04.2021.

Quotation No. Item Description Qty.

Q 192/21 High End Colour Doppler Ultrasound Scanner 01 No.

Q 193/21
Retrofit Digital Radiography (DR) Upgrade with 
Flat Panel Detectors in Existing Static and Mo-
bile X-Ray System

-

Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure.

Bidders may be Manufacturers / Agents / Companies who have previous experience 
to supply similar equipment.

Bid documents can be obtained from 25.03.2021 to 21.04.2021 between 9.00 a.m. 
and 3.00 p.m. during normal working days from the Supplies Division of this hospital. 
Bidders should furnish a written request and a receipt issued by the Accountant of 
Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital for the payment of non-refundable document 
fee of Rs. 3,500.00 for each item to collect the Bid Document.

A Certificate of Registration issued by the Registrar of Companies (Samagam Medura) 
under Para 08 of Public Contracts Act (Original Certificate with a copy) for each item 
should be forwarded along with the offer.

Duly filled bidding documents in duplicate marked "Original" and "Duplicate" 
relevantly in two sealed envelopes and enclosed both in one sealed envelope for each 
tender and marked the Item, Tender No. and the Closing Date on the top left-hand 
corner of the envelope. Bids to be sent by registered post to the following address 
or can be deposited in the Tender Box kept at the Chairman's Office at or before       
10.00 a.m. on 22.04.2021. Late Bid submissions are not accepted.

Bidder should furnish a Bid Security as in the Bid Document along with the Bid.

Bids received will be opened immediately after closing at the conference hall of the 
hospital and bidders or their representatives will be permitted to be present at the 
occasion.

Further details, please contact Supplies Officer Tel. 0112778624. Bid documents can 
be inspected free of charge. Procurement Committee reserves the right to accept or 
reject the whole or part of the Bid.

Department Procurement Committee
Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital
Thalapathpitiya
Nugegoda

Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital
Invitation for Bids (IFB)

Tender for the Supply of Medical Equipment

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

1.  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority now 
invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for the items given below.

Tender No. Name of the Tender
Bid Security 

Amount
(Rs.)

Document Fee
(Inclusive of 

VAT)

Closing Date 
& Time

CES/FP/02/PT/6129 (EL)
Skew Motor for Yard 
Cranes

35,000.00 1,000.00
27.04.2021
10.00 hrs

CES/FP/05/PT/6173 (EL)
10 Nos. Pulse Generators 
for Fuji Cranes

20,000.00 1,000.00
27.04.2021
10.00 hrs

CES/FP/03/PT/6171 (MP)
Main Hoist Wire Rope 
for Mitsui 35.5T STS 
Cranes

55,000.00 1,000.00
27.04.2021
10.00 hrs

CES/FP/03/PT/6176 (MP)

24 Nos. Main Hoist Wire 
Ropes (Ø14MM x 85M, 
S-Lay and Z-Lay) for IHI 
RMT Crane at JCT

16,500.00 1,000.00
29.04.2021
10.00 hrs

CES/FP/02/PT/6175 (MP) 
30 Nos. Main Hoist Wire 
Rope for ZPMC RTG 
Cranes

135,000.00 3,500.00
29.04.2021
10.00 hrs

CMS/LP/21/PT/02/009 
Vehicle Mounted 
Terminals (VMT's) -
50 Units

500,000.00 3,500.00
20.04.2021
13.30 hrs

CMS/LP/21/PT/02/010 

Purchase of Container 
Position Detection 
System (PDS) for SLPA 
Container Yards at JCT 
& ECT

1,200,000.00 20,000.00
20.04.2021
13.30 hrs

CMS/LP/21/PT/04/051 
Spares for 45T Kone 
Cranes TFC45HC Reach 
Stackers

45,000.00 1,000.00
20.04.2021
13.30 hrs

2.  Bidders are hereby informed that the provisions of Public Contracts Act No. 3 of 1987 are applicable 
to Tenders  total cost exceeding Rs. 5 million. Accordingly, all parties involved in each aforementioned 
Tender are required to strictly abide by the said Act throughout the duration of contract. Furthermore, 
any Bidder who wishes to act as an Agent, Sub-Agent, a Representative or a Nominee for and on behalf 
of any foreign Manufacturer or a Supplier is required to register himself with the Registrar of Public 
Contracts and submit the duly completed Registration Certificate along with his Bid Documents.

3.  Bidders should have been in the business of supplying similar goods given above at least during the 
last three (3) years.

4.  Interested Bidders may obtain further information from The Chief Manager (Supplies & Material 
Management) and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below during office hours.

5.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested Bidders on  
submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
indicated in Column 4 from 26th March, 2021 from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, up to day 
prior to the closing date. The method of payment will be by cash.

6.  Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before closing time. Late Bids will not be accepted. 
Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders' Representatives who choose to attend in person at 
the address below at closing time. All Bids must be accompanied by the amount of abovementioned 
Bid Security.

Chief Manager (Supplies & Material Management),
Supplies Division,
Sri Lanka Ports Authority,
No. 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01.

Telephone Nos : 2482231, 2483338, 2482499, 2482832, 2482409, 2482652, 2483024, 2482638
Fax Nos : 2381652, 2470443 

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

STATE MINISTRY OF COMPANY ESTATE REFORMS, 
TEA AND RUBBER ESTATES RELATED CROPS, 

CULTIVATION AND FACTORIES MODERNIZATION & 
TEA & RUBBER EXPORT PROMOTION

RUBBER DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT
Invitation for Bids

FOR THE SUPPLY OF POLYTHENE BAGS
BID NO.: P/08/02/2021/01

1.  The Chairman, DPC Major on behalf of the Rubber Development 
Department now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualifi ed bidders for 
the supply of the following polythene bags

Item No. Polythene bags Quantity

1 7” x 18” Gauge 500 1,220,000

2 6” x 15” Gauge 300 2,290,000

2. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding method.

3.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Director 
(Development & ICT), Rubber Development Department, 465, Ganahena, 
Battaramulla from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. during weekdays.

4.  The invitation for bids is open to all Manufacturers / Suppliers of Polythene 
Bags.

5.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased 
by interested bidders from 25.03.2021 to 16.04.2021 before 10.00 a.m. on 
submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of Rs. 1000.00.

6.  Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 2.00 p.m. on 19.04.2021. 
Late Bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened immediately after the closing of 
bids in the presence of respective bidders or their authorized representatives 
who choose to attend at the address below at 2.00 p.m. on 19.04.2021. All bids 
must be accompanied by bid security of Rs. 339,350.00 from a reputed 
commercial bank. Validity period of  Bid security is four (04) months.

7. The address referred to above is: The Chairman,
  Department Procurement Committee 
   (Major)
  Rubber Development Department,
  465, Ganahena, Kaduwela Road,
  Battaramulla.

  T.P. Nos: 011-2889446 / 011-2889447
  Fax No.: 011-2889484

GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

MINISTRY OF HIGHWAYS

ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
“100,000 KM Road Development Programme”

Supply of Aggregate Base Course (ABC) for 
Executive Engineer’s Division, Matara

01.  The Chairman, Procurement Committee, Provincial Director’s Offi ce (S.P.), Road Development Authority 
(RDA) invites sealed bids for supply of aggregate base course for the project described above. 

Item 
No. Description of Projects Contract Duration 

(Months)
Bid Security 

(Rs)

01

Supply of Aggregate Base Course required for Rehabilitation / 
Improvements to roads under the implementation of 100,000 KM 
Road Development Programme for Executive Engineer’s Division, 
Matara.

12 250,000.00

02.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure. 

03.   The works consist of supply of Aggregate Base Course required for the above project as instructed by the 
Executive Engineer, Matara. 

04.   Relevant bidding documents may be inspected free of charge and can be purchased from Provincial Director’s 
offi ce (S.P) Road Development Authority, Meddawatta, Matara. 

05.   Relevant bidding documents shall be purchased by interested suppliers on submission of a written application 
to the Provincial Director (Southern), Road Development Authority, Meddawatta, Matara from 26.03.2021 
until 08.04.2021 during 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 1000.00 
(exclusive of VAT). (Tel. No. 041-2222150) 

06.   Sealed bids may be dispatched either by registered post or hand delivered to the following at or before 3.00 
p.m. on 09.04.2021. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after the closing. Suppliers or their 
authorized representatives are requested to be present at the opening of bids. 

07.   Offers shall be marked as the “Supply of Aggregate Base Course - 100,000 Km Road Development Programme 
for Executive Engineer’s Division, Matara” on the top left-hand corner of the envelope. 

08.  Bids shall be valid up to 91 calendar days from the date of closing of bids & bids shall be accompanied by a bid 
security, (valid 28 calendar days beyond the bid validity period) for the amount mentioned in bid document. 
Any bid not accompanied by a valid bid security will be rejected. 

09.   Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Executive Engineer, Executive Engineer’s Offi ce, 
Meddawatta, Matara. Tel. No 041-2221634.

THE CHAIRMAN, 
PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE, 

PROVINCIAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE (S.P.) 
ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 

MEDDAWATTA, MATARA.

  TENDER AND OTHER ADVERTISEMENTS

H
a

n
d

 o
v
e

r 
y
o

u
r 

C
la

s
s
ifi

 e
d

 A
d

v
e

rt
is

e
m

e
n

ts
 t

o
 O

u
r 

n
e

a
re

s
t 

B
ra

n
c

h
 O

ffi 
 c

e

(
O

n
ly

 1
5

 W
o

rd
s

)

y
¥.
 5

0
0
/-

y
¥.
 3

0
0
/-

y
¥.
 6

5
0
/-

P
r
o

m
o

t
io

n
a

l 
R

a
t
e

s
 f

o
r
 a

 C
la

s
s

ifi
 e

d
 A

d
v

e
r
t
is

e
m

e
n

t
s

A
ny

 S
in

gl
e 

N
ew

sp
ap

er

(E
xc

ep
t T

hi
na

ka
ra

n 
Va

ra
m

an
ja

ri
)

(E
xc

ep
t T

hi
na

ka
ra

n 
Va

ra
m

an
ja

ri
)

Th
re

e 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

s
Tw

o 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

s

A
n

u
ra

d
h

a
p

u
ra

 -
 T

E
L

 : 
0

2
5

 2
2

 2
2

 3
70

  F
A

X
 : 

0
2

5
 2

2
 3

5
 4

11
 /

 K
a

n
d

y
 -

 T
E

L
 : 

0
8

1 
2

2
 3

4
 2

0
0

  F
A

X
 : 

0
8

1 
2

2
 3

8
 9

10
K

a
ta

ra
g

a
m

a
 -

 T
E

L
 : 

0
4

7
 2

2
 3

5
 2

9
1 

 F
A

X
 : 

0
4

7
 2

2
 3

5
 2

9
1 

/
 M

a
ra

d
a

n
a

 -
 T

E
L

 : 
0

11
 2

 4
2

9
 3

3
6

  F
A

X
 : 

0
11

 2
 4

2
9

 3
3

5
M

at
ar

a 
- 

T
E

L 
: 0

4
1 

2
2

 3
5

 4
12

  F
A

X
 : 

0
4

1 
2

2
 2

9
 7

2
8

 /
 N

u
g

eg
o

d
a 

- 
T

E
L 

: 0
11

 2
 8

2
8

 1
14

  F
A

X
 : 

0
11

 4
 3

0
0

 8
6

0
 /

 J
aff

 n
a 

- 
T

E
L 

: 0
2

1 
2

2
2

5
3

6
1 

 F
A

X
 : 

0
2

1 
2

2
 2

5
 3

6
1



DNpage 25T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  26 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 27T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  28 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 29T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  30 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 31T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  32 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 33T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  34 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 35T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  36 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 37T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  38 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 39T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS



DN page  40 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS



DNpage 41T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ADVERTISEMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE
In terms of Section 09(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 07 of 2007 we hereby give notice of 
Incorporation of the undermentioned Company. 

Name of the Company : NATURES MIRACLE 
BEAUTY COSMETICS (PVT) LTD.
No. of the Company : PV 00234705
Date of Registration : 12.02.2021
Registered Address : No. 40, 
Thurunusavigama, Pallekele, Kundasale.

Director Board of the Company

PUBLIC NOTICE
In terms of Section 09(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 07 of 2007 we hereby give notice of 
Incorporation of the undermentioned Company. 

Name of the Company : THREE STAR 
DRINKING BOTTLED WATER (PVT) LTD.
No. of the Company : PV 00235260
Date of Registration : 21.02.2021
Registered Address : No. 44, Mahapathana, 
Harasbadda, Walapane.

Director Board of the Company

MINISTRY OF ROAD DEVELOPMENT, TRANSPORT, POWER & 
ENERGY AND HOUSING & CONSTRUCTION, CENTRAL PROVINCE

Provincial Road Development Authority - Central Province

Implementation of Alternative Roads system of 100000 
kilometers, speci ed in the Government Policy Statement of 

“Nation Building Vision of Prosperity”

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Central Provincial Ministry of Road Development, Transport Power 
& Energy and Housing & Construction, on behalf of the Ministry of the Road Development, invites sealed Bids 
from eligible and qualified Graduate Surveyors or from Licensed Surveyors registered with the Land Surveying 
Council, under 11 Contract Packages including following Executive Engineer’s Division for preparation and 
Planning of Longitudinal Sections and Cross section for following roads in three Districts of Kandy, Matale and 
Nuwera Eliya.

No. Contract No.
Executive 
Engineer's 
Division

Road name Km

Value of Bid Security  
(Validity Period 120 

Days)

In Cash 
(Rs.)

By Bank 
Bond (Rs.)

KANDY DISTRICT

1
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P2/SVY

Kandy

Survey works on Malgammana 
- Muruthalawa 
(0+000 - 4+100 km)

2.88 5,000.00 10,000.00

2
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P3(QA)/

SVY

Survey works on Gannoruwa - 
Muruthalawa 
(0+000 - 4+100 km)

4.10 7,000.00 14,000.00

3
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P4(QA)/

SVY

Survey works on 
Kiribathkumbura - 
Diyapalagoda 
(2+925 -5+785 km)

3.20 5,500.00 11,000.00

4
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P1(QA)/

SVY
Gampola

Survey works on Mawathura - 
Galatha Delpitiya 
(6+500- 10+500 km)

4.00 6,500.00 13,000.00

5
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P5/SVY

Kundasale

Survey works on Yakgahapitiya 
- Nelumpathhinna - 
Dewalagammedda Road 
(0+000 - 2+250 km)

2.25 4,000.00 8,000.00

6
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/KY/2020/P6/SVY

Survey works on Malpana - 
Kengalla Road 
(0+000 - 2+320 km)

2.32 4,000.00 8,000.00

MATALE DISTRICT

7
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/MTL/2020/P3(QA)/

SVY

Matale

Survey works on Ovilkanda - 
Ankumbura 
(0+000 - 2+100 km)

3.32 5,000.00 10,000.00

8
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/MTL/2020/P2(QA)/

SVY

Survey works on Salagama 
- Rusigama (0+000 - 2+316 
km) & Salagama - Bulawaththa 
Temple Road 
(0+000 - 0+060 km)

2.38 3,500.00 7,000.00

9
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/MTL/2020/P1/SVY

Naula
Survey works on Illukkumbura 
- Mahalaketuwa 
(0+000 - 3+320km)

2.08 3,000.00 6,000.00

NUWARA ELIYA DISTRICT

10
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/NE/2020/P1(QA)/

SVY
Dimbula

Survey works on Agrass - 
Bopaththalawa Road (0+000 
- 10+500 km)

10.50 14,500.00 29,000.00

11
MORH/PRDA/LBRRP/
CP/NE/2020/P2(QA)/

SVY
Ragala

Survey works on Dancinon 
Road (4+200-6+575 km), 
(6+575-10+300 km),              
(12+717-15+430 km)

8.81 12,500.00 25,000.00

Note:-

01.  Interested bidders shall send a requesting letter to email address: cpprda.survey@gmail.com  including 
road name, contract No. and the email address of bidder with the copy of documents to prove qualified 
Graduate Surveyors or Licensed Surveyors registered  under the Land Surveying Council, on or  before 
12.04.2021 addressing to General Manager, Provincial Road Development Authority, No. 09, Ehelepola 
Kumarihami Mawatha, Bogambara, Kandy and original hard copy of above letter should be sent by 
registered post to above address.

02.  Requesting letters shall be until 12.04.2021. After receiving the request letter Soft copy of tender document 
shall be sent through email from 25.03.2021 to 19.04.2021 during office hours .

03.  Duly completed bid forms in duplicate for each bid indicating the contract number and the name or 
particular tender on the top left hand corner of the envelope marked original & duplicate and should be 
sent under sealed separate cover address to Chairman, Procurement Committee, Ministry of Road 
Development, Transport, Power & Energy and Housing & Construction, No. 109, Yatinuwara Street, Kandy, 
by registered post or deposited in the tender box on or before 21.04.2021 at 10.30 a.m. 

04.  Bids will be opened immediately after the closing time at the Ministry of Road Development, Transport, 
Power & Energy and Housing & Construction, No. 109, Yatinuwara Street, Kandy. Bidders or their 
authorized representatives will be allowed to be present at the time of opening of tenders. 

05.  Further particulars could be obtained from the General Manager, Provincial Road Development Authority. 
(081-3159904, 081-3159905) during normal office hours. 

06.  The Chairman of the Procurement Committee has all rights to reject or not award any tender or all 
Tenders without giving any reasons. The awarding time will be decided by the procurement committee.

Chairman,
Procurement Committee.
Ministry of Road Development, Transport, Power &
Energy and Housing & Construction,
No. 109, Yatinuwara Street, Kandy.

I, Payagala Baduge Don Anthony Shiran 
Dilendra of "Kaithan Nivasa", Galle 
Road, Kuda Payagala, Payagala do 
hereby give notice to the Public that the 
foregoing Power of Attorney granted by 
me to Payagala Baduge Dona Mary Antonet 
Indira - NIC. No. 748030026V of No. 6B, 
Rupasingha Mawatha, Nedimala, Dehiwala 
dated 25.07.2007 has been revoked and 
cancelled  by me and henceforth with effect 
from 25.03.2021 I will not be responsible 
for any act or deed done by the said 
Payagala Baduge Dona Mary Antonet  Indira 
as my Attorney.
Payagala Baduge Don Anthony Shiran Dilendra

25.03.2021

CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD
DISTRIBUTION DIVISION - 01

NORTH WESTERN PROVINCE - 2

REGISTRATION OF CONTRACTORS FOR THE YEAR - 2021
Applications will be received from suppliers of contractors who wish to register themselves, for the supply 
of undermentioned items to the North Western Province -2, of Ceylon Electricity Board for the year 2021.

ITEM CATEGORIES

Supply of Services:Category 01: Installation of energy meters for substation

Instructions to Applicants:

01.  A complete set of registration documents containing applications for registration of contractors shall 
be obtained on non-refundable payment of Rs: 1,000.00 to DGM (NWP -2) Office on any working 
day at or before 1000 hrs. on 21.04.2021 between 0900 hrs. and 1530 hrs. The payment shall be made 
by a CEB Pay in Voucher (PIV) or by bank draft written in favour of “General Manager, Ceylon 
Electricity Board” issued by any commercially operated bank in Sri Lanka.

02.  Completed applications shall be sent by post under registered cover to reach the DGM (NWP -2) 
Office or shall be hand delivered and deposited in the tender box kept in DGM (NWP -2) Office, 
Ceylon Electricity Board, No. 25, Rajapihilla Mawatha, Kurunegala at or before 1000 hrs.on 
22.04.2021 (Thursday). Please write “Registration of Contractors -2021” on the top left-hand corner 
of the cover/envelope.

03.  The applications received later than 1000 hrs. on 2021-04-22 will not be entertained and will be 
rejected.

04.  Registration documents and any further clarifications could be obtained from the following office.

 Chief Engineer (Commercial),
 DGM (NWP -2) Office,
 Ceylon Electricity Board, 
 No. 25, Rajapihilla Mawatha,
 Kurunegala
 Sri Lanka.

 Tel: 037-2065498
 Fax: 037-2065497

Deputy General Manager (North Western Province -2)
Ceylon Electricity Board

Enrich Life through Power...
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INVITATION FOR BIDS

1 2 3 4 5 6

Division and 
Branch

Province
Bid No. / Item Description & Quantity

Bid Closing 
Date & Time

Place of Purchase of Bidding Documents &
Contact TP. Nos.

Price of Bid 
Document

(LKR)

Type of Bid
ICB/
NCB

MATERIALS

Generation
(Lakvijaya)

LV/T/U2A/2021/0077
Procurement of Scaffolding Pipes and Fittings for maintenance of Turbine unit 02 in Lakvijaya Power 
Plant

21/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Procurement Division, 4th Floor, Admin Building, Lakvijaya Power Plant, 
Ceylon Electricity Board, Narakkalliya, Norochcholai 61342. TP : 032 226 8972
Fax : 032 226 8975

3,000.00. NCB

Generation
(Thermal
Complex)

TC/UJPS/TCPC/COOK/2021/01
Hiring Of A Cook For Uthuru Janani Power Station, Chunnakam (for the period of one year)

20/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of the Deputy General Manager (Thermal Complex), Ceylon Electricity 
Board, Generation Headquarters, New Kelani Bridge Road, Kolonnawa
Tel: 0112-423897 or Office of the Chief Engineer, Uthuru Janani Power Station, 
Ceylon Electricity Board, Chunnakam. Tel : 021- 2242247/248

1000.00 NCB

Transmission 
(Energy

 Marketing)

TR/EM/ICB/2020/001/D
Supply & Delivery of 100 Nos. Programmable Poly Phase CT Operated Static Energy Meters of Ac-
curacy  Class 0.2  with Option for Remote Reading

05/05/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of the DGM (Energy Marketing), Ceylon Electricity Board, Kent Road, 
Colombo 9, Sri Lanka. Tel - +94-11-2691033-4 Fax - +94-11-2691033-4

3,500.00 ICB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0012
Supply & Delivery of Copper Conductor (No.4) 6mm ; 1,000kg

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

The Office of the Deputy General Manager (NWP -2), Ceylon Electricity Board,
No.25, Rajapihilla Road, Kurunegala. T.No : 037- 2065498 Fax  : 037- 2065497

1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0013
Supply & Delivery of Aluminium Binding Wire (No.9) 3.6mm ; 2,000kg

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0014
Supply & Delivery of Aluminum Binding Wire (No.11) 3mm  ; 4,000kg

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0015
Supply & Delivery of Meter Box for Housing Direct Connected 3 Phase Meters 1,200 Nos.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 3,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0017
Supply & Delivery of PVC Insulated – Cu Single 7/1.04 ; 25,000 Mtr.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0019
Supply & Delivery of GI Pipes for service connections 5.8m/ 76.1 mm 300 Nos.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

Send an SMS with Tender Number, Company Name, Business Reg. No.  & Address to 0702516069 in advance to collect the tender documents of DD4 (WPS-1)

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/2021/31
Supply & Delivery of 
a) End Termination Kit H.S. Outdoor 11kV/95sqmm/3c/XLPE/SWA UG Cable 25 Nos.
b) Seal Type Industrial Lug Suitable for the above End Termination Kit 100 Nos.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of DGM (WPS-1), 3rd Floor, Distribution Division 4 Headquarters, Ceylon 
Electricity Board, No. 25, Council Lane, Dehiwala. 011-2638852

1,500.00 NCB

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/2021/32
Supply & Delivery of Insulation Boots for Switchgear Terminals, Angle -11kV 70-240sqmm 300 Nos. 

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,500.00 NCB

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/2021/36
Supply & Delivery of Poles R.C. 8.3m 500kg 400 Nos.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,500.00 NCB

DD 04
(P&D)

DD4/P&D/ICB/2020/045/D
Supply and Delivery of                 
1.1  Suspension Assembly for ABC 33kV (For 50sqmm G.S. Messenger) – 750 Nos. 
1.2 Large Angle Assembly for ABC 33kV (For 50sqmm G.S. Messenger) – 300 Nos. 
1.3 Insulating Binding Strap (For ABC 33kV) – 12,000 Nos. 
1.4 Composite Cable Joint Tray C/W Galvanized Mounting Bracket for ABC 33kV 3x95+50sqmm – 

35 Nos.
1.5 Straight Through Joints Insulated for ABC 33kV 3x95+50sqmm – 19 Nos. 
1.6 T-Off Joints insulated for ABC 33kV 3x95+50sqmm – 17 Nos.
1.7 Termination Kit for ABC 33kV 3x95+50sqmm – 96 Nos.
1.8 Earth Bond Messenger Earthing Kit for ABC 33kV (50sqmm G.S. Messenger) – 100 Nos. 

05/05/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of the DGM(P&D)-DD4,C.E.B., 4th Floor,No. 25, Council Lane, Dehiwala. 
011-4204015

3,500.00 ICB

DD 04
(P&D)

DD4/P&D/ICB/2020/053/D
Supply and Delivery of Aerial Bundled Conductor Alu. (ABC) 230/400V 3x70+54.6+16sqmm – 
100,000 m

05/05/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 15,000.00 ICB

DD 04
(P&D)

DD4/P&D/ICB/2021/002/D
Supply and Delivery of       

1. Joint Compression Midspan (Fly) 7/3.40mm – 16,000 Nos.  
2. Non Tension Sleeves (Fly) 7/3.40mm – 4,350 Nos. 
3. Non Tension Sleeves (Racoon) 7/4.09mm – 2,600 Nos. 
4. Joint Non Tension for AAAC (ELM) 19/3.76mm – 400 Nos. 
5. Joint Non Tension (LYNX) 37/2.79mm – 1200 Nos.
6. Dead End Tension Clamp for LYNX Conductor with Jumper Terminal - 20 Nos.
7. Connectors, Dead End Non Tension Crimp Type – 19/3.76mm (ELM) - 60 Nos.

05/05/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 3,500.00   ICB

DD 04
(P&D)

DD4/P&D/ICB/2021/007/D
Supply and Delivery of Bolts & Nuts   - Ungalvanized

05/05/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 12,500.00 ICB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/40/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 1000 nos of 6.0m/50kg Pre Stressed SPUN Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

DGM (SP)’s Office, CEB, 167, Matara Road, Galle. T.P. 091-2232095 4,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/41/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 1000 nos of 8.3m/100kg Pre Stressed SPUN Concrete Poles.

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 5,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/42/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 1000 nos of 8.3m/100kg Pre Stressed SPUN Concrete Poles.

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 5,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/43/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 1000 nos of 8.3m/100kg Reinforced Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 5,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/44/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 100 nos of 11m/350kg Pre Stressed Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/45/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 200 nos of 11m/500kg Pre Stressed Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 4,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/46/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 100 nos of 13m/500kg Pre Stressed Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 3,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/47/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 100 nos of 13m/850kg Pre Stressed Concrete Poles. 

12/04/2021
09.00 hrs.

Same as above 4,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(Southern)

SP/DGM/C5/48/21(N)
Supply and Delivery of 600 nos of G.I.Pipes for Service Connections 5.8m/76.1mm

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 4,000.00 NCB

Projects
(TCP)

CEB/TCP/DGM/CWGS/2021/01
Supply and Delivery of Control Cables, Instrumentation Cables & Power Cables for Construction of 
Wagawatta Grid Substation.

29/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of the DGM (Transmission Construction Projects), No. 55/1-1,
Thalapathpitiya Road, Embuldeniya, Nugegoda, Sri Lanka.
TP : +94 (11) 2836051/2  Fax :  +94 (11) 2836053

9,000.00 NCB

CONSTRUCTION

Generation
(Lakvijaya)

LV/T/2020/0420
Construction of Rest Room for Cleaning Crew of MPB area in LVPP Premises.

21/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Procurement Division, 4th Floor, Admin Building, Lakvijaya Power Plant, Ceylon 
Electricity Board, Narakkalliya, Norochcholai 61342
TP : 032 226 8972  Fax : 032 226 8975

1,000.00. NCB

DD 02
(PHM)

PHM DD2/DGM/CE(SCM)/DPC/2021/02
Construction of 6 Nos. of SS+0 Type A(Derp) Tower Foundations for Grid Connection of Kerawalapitiya 
Nugape  Mabola 4cct Zebra, LYNX Tower Line (Civil works only) Qualification of Registered Bidder of 
ICTAD Grade : C 8 or above

21/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

DGM (PR&HM-DD2), Ceylon Electricity Board, P.O. Box 18, Lamagaraya 
Road, Kandy. Tel : 081 2222287  Fax : 081 2222286

2,000.00 NCB

SERVICES

Generation 
(Samanala
Complex)

SC/DGM/BID/KGPS/2021/02
Obtaining the service of a hiring van for Kukule Ganga Power Station (KGPS). 

21/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Office of the Chief Engineer (Kukule Ganga Power Station), Ceylon Electricity 
Board, Kaluwalathenna, Kelinkanda, Agalawatta. T.P. : 0342243743
Email.: cekgpssc.gen@ceb.lk

1,000.00 NCB

Generation
(Laxapana)

DGM /LC/Civil/Ten/2020-06
Construction of Concrete Steps, Rubble/Concrete Laying of the Penstock Line and Repair Damage 
Trenches in New Laxapana Penstock Line 

08/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Deputy General Manager (Laxapana Complex), Ceylon Electricity Board
Laxapana  T.P. 051-2232084,051-2232085

2,000.00 NCB

Generation
(Laxapana)

LC/LAX/QTN/2021/035
Obtaining service of a Hiring Vehicle (Passenger Van) to provide the official transport for Laxapana 
Power station, CEB

20/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

Generation
(Laxapana)

LC/LAX/QTN/2021/044
Obtaining service of a Hiring Car to provide the official transport for Electrical Engineer  (Instrumentation 
& Control) of Laxapana Power station, CEB

20/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

Generation
(Lakvijaya)

LV/T/2020/0431
(Re-Bidding) Procurement Heavy Machinery Maintenance Support Services for Lakvijaya Power Plant

21/04/2021, 
14.00 hrs.

Procurement Division, 4th Floor, Admin Building, Lakvijaya Power Plant, Ceylon 
Electricity Board, Narakkalliya, Norochcholai 61342
TP : 032 226 8972  Fax : 032 226 8975

3,500.00 NCB

Generation
(Mahaweli 
Complex)

MC/RND/PT/2021/02
Obtaining Cleaning, Maintenance, Janitorial and Other services for CEB Building Site Located in CECB 
Building Site Belonging to Rantambe Power Station – 2021

19/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Chief Engineer, Randenigala Power Station, Ceylon Electricity Board, P.O. Box 
05, Rantembe. T.P.: 0554929011, Fax.: 0552245755 Email.: cerdmc.gen@ceb.lk

1,000.00 NCB
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Division and 
Branch

Province
Bid No. / Item Description & Quantity Bid Closing 

Date & Time
Place of Purchase of Bidding Documents &

Contact TP. Nos.

Price of Bid 
Document

(LKR)

Type of Bid
ICB/
NCB

Generation
(Thermal 
Complex)

SPS/CE/LP/07M(2)-2021/1223
Replacement of Heat Exchangers of Radiator Bank No 02 at  Sapugaskanda Power Station  

15/04/2021
10:00 hrs.

Deputy General Manager, Thermal Complex, Generation Headquarters, New 
Kelani Bridge Road, Kolonnawa.  Tel : 0112423897/ 0112437426

10,000.00 NCB

Transmission
(Tr. O&M)

TR/O&MS/NCB/2021/03/D 
Provision of Security Service for Wewalwatta GS

20/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of the Chief Engineer (Tr. O&M - Southern), Ceylon Electricity Board 
300/2, Wackwella Road, Galle. Tel : 091-2241681  Fax : 091-2225527

3,500.00 NCB

DD 01
(NCP)

DGM/NCP/ C1/HV/2021/005
Hiring of a Car for Electrical Engineer (Commercial) for 02 years period.

08/04/2021
15.00 hrs.

Office of the DGM (NCP), Ceylon Electricity Board, Maithreepala Senanayaka 
Mawatha, Anuradhapura.  TP. 025 2222552 500.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP1)

DGM/NWP1/CEECM/T/2020/362
Sales of Unserviceable items in Kuliyapitiya-I, Kuliyapitia-II, Galmuruwa, Wariyapola & Millawa Gangs 
of Chief Electrical Engineer (Distribution Maintenance) Unit.

21/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Chief Engineer (Commercial) Branch, CEB, Narammala Road, Kuliyapitiya.
037 2281892

1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0020
Hiring a Van for the official use of Electrical Superintendent of (Mallawapitiya) CSC

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

The Office of the Deputy General Manager (NWP -2), Ceylon Electricity Board,
No.25, Rajapihilla Road, Kurunegala. T.No : 0372065498  Fax  : 0372065497

1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0021
Hiring a Van for the official use of Electrical Superintendent (Maintenance) Unit of Electrical Engineer 
(Maho) Office

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0022
Hiring a Van for the official use of Electrical Superintendent (Alawwa) CSC

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 01
(NWP-2)

CEB/NWP2/NCB/M/21/0023
Hiring a Van for the official use of Electrical Superintendent (Giriulla) CSC

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs. Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 02
(EP)

DGM [E]/QPPC/21/111
Hiring a van for the use of Electrical Superintendent (Office) at Batticaloa for a period of 02 years.

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Office of the Area Chief Engineer (Batticaloa), 065-2222639 Or Office of the
DGM [East], Trincomalee. 026-2222666 / 026-2221030 1000.00 NCB

DD 02
(EP)

DGM [E]/QPPC/21/112
Hiring a Motor Car / Double Cab for the use of Chief Engineer (Energy Management)-East for a period 
of 02 years.

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Office of the DGM [East], Trincomalee. 026-2222666, 026-2221030 1000.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/SEC-KRI/2021/19
Provision of Private Security Service to Electrical  Engineer’s Office – Kirindiwela

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

DGM(WPN)'s Office, CEB, No.280, Kandy Road, Kiribathgoda.
Tel. 011-2911071/72

500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/SEC-DIVI/2021/140
Provision of Private Security Service to Electrical  Engineer’s Office - Divulapitiya

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/P&D-V159/2021/02
Hiring of a Van for Chief Engineer Planning & Development’s Office

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/Con-V148/2021/25
Hiring of a Van for Weliveriya Site Chief Engineer (Construction)

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/J-V74/2021/32
Hiring of a Van for Consumer Service Centre - Ragama

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/DGM-V05/2021/93
Hiring of a Van for Electrical Engineer - (Commercial)’s Office

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/NCB/V-V67/2021/141
Hiring of a Van for Consumer Service Centre - Nittambuwa

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 02
(WPN)

WPN/KEL/CE/TC01/2020/03
Lease out a Building for consumer Service Center – Mawaramandiya (Around the area of Kiribathgoda, 
Makola, Sapugaskanda)

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Chief Electrical Engineer’s Office, CEB,No. 624, Kandy Rd, Eldeniya, 
Kadawatha. Tel : 011-2925880 Fax : 011-2925885

500.00 NCB

Send an SMS with Tender Number, Company Name, Business Reg. No.  & Address to 0702516069 in advance to collect the tender documents of DD4 (WPS-1)

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/2021/34
Janitorial Services for office of the Chief Engineer Distribution Maintenance (WPS-1)

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Office of DGM (WPS-1), 3rd Floor, Distribution Division 4 Headquarters, Ceylon 
Electricity Board, No. 25, Council Lane, Dehiwala.  011-2638852

500.00 NCB

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/2021/35
Lease out a building for Mathugama Area Office.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/CIVIL/T/2021/05
Bid for Refurbishment and Partition of E-City Office at Kalubowila CSC.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 1,000.00 NCB

DD 04
(WPS-1)

WPS-1/PPC/T/V/2021/05
Hiring of a Car for EE-Maintenance (Mathugama),  Western Province South – I.

22/04/2021
10.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V01/2021/01
Hiring of a Motor Car for Chief Engineer (C&CS) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Branch of Deputy General Manager (SP02), Chief Engineer (Commercial) Unit, 
No.61/1A, Muhudu Mawatha, Tangalle. Tel. No. 047-2200888
Fax : 047-2241810

500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V02/2021/02
Hiring of a Motor Car for Account (Exp) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V03/2021/03
Hiring of a Dual Purpose Van for Chief Engineer (C&CS) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V04/2021/04
Hiring of a Dual Purpose Van for Chief Engineer (C&CS) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V05/2021/05
Hiring of a Dual Purpose Van for DGM Office DGM SP-02 - Tangalle.

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V06/2021/06
Hiring of a Dual Purpose Van for Human Resources Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V07/2021/07
Hiring of a Motor Car for Chief Engineer (DM) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V08/2021/08
Hiring of a Motor Car for Chief Engineer (Construction) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

DD 04
(SP2)

SP02/CE(C&CS)/VEHICLE/V09/2021/09
Hiring of a Motor Car for Chief Engineer (Construction) Unit DGM SP-02 Office - Tangalle

07/04/2021
14.00 hrs.

Same as above 500.00 NCB

Projects
PSRSP/PM2/Tenders/2021/01
Bid for hiring of Three (03) numbers of 4W Double Cabs for one-year period on wet lease basis for Office 
of Power System Reliability Strengthening Project (PSRSP), 

22/04/2021   
10.00 hrs.

Office of Project Director, Power System Reliability Strengthening Project, 
Ceylon Electricity Board, 759, Thalangama South, Pelawatta, Battaramulla 
10120. 011-2888495/96

500.00 NCB

The Information copy of the Bid document may be
downloaded from the CEB Corporate website www.ceb.lk

Chairman of the above Procurement Committees, on behalf of the Ceylon Electricity Board, now invites sealed Bids from potential Suppliers for the above mentioned items on the basis of International /National competitive bidding. Bids should be 
submitted only on the bid documents purchased from the CEB.

Bidding Documents will be issued only to the prospective Bidders or their accredited Agents. Wherever necessary they should get registered in terms of the Public Contracts Act No.3 of 1987. 

Bidding Documents could be purchased by any prospective bidder or their accredited Agents on submission of a written request to the respective Deputy General Manager/Chief Engineer of the CEB upon payment of the amount indicated in Column 
6 of the above table for each set of Bid Documents, between 0900 hrs. and 1500 hrs. on any working day till the day prior to the bid closing date. Payment shall be made in cash or bank draft drawn in favour of the General Manager, CEB.

Foreign Diplomatic Missions / Trade Commissions may obtain information copies of the Bidding Documents, free of charge on submission of a written request. The Bidding Documents may be inspected by the prospective bidders or their Agents at 
the office of the respective DGM/CE free of charge.  

Bids will be opened immediately after the closing time of the bidding in the presence of Bidders and their authorized representatives at the locations indicated in Column 9. Late Bids shall be rejected. 

All clarifications shall be sought two weeks before the Bid closing date, from the respective DGM/CE of the CEB who issued the bidding Documents.

  ICB – International Competitive Bidding,   NCB – National Competitive Bidding.

General Manager

Enrich Life through Power

                   No 99, 
D . S  Senanayaka veediya,Kandy



DN page  44 T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1ADVERTISEMENTS

WESTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF WESTERN PROVINCE 
ENGINEERING ORGANIZATION

INVITATION FOR BIDS

 DESIGN & BUILD PROJECTS AT BASE HOSPITAL, WATHUPITIWALA
1.  The Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Deputy Chief Secretary (Engineering), Engineering 

Organization of Western Provincial Council of Western Province invites sealed bids from eligible and 
qualified bidders for following works:

 i.  Design, Construction & Completion of Air Conditioning & Ventilation System at Base Hospital, 
Wathupitiwala

 ii.  Design, Development & Improvement of existing Sewerage Treatment System at Base Hospital, 
Wathupitiwala

2.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure on Single stage two envelope 
method.

3.  The eligible bidders (individual, firm or joint venture) shall comply with the following preliminary 
qualification requirements: 

 a) The Bidder shall not have been blacklisted.
 b) Should have a Business Registration as a consultancy firm/company in Sri Lanka.
 c)  Bidder shall have been registered under the Public Contracts Act No. 03 of 1987 and the Certificate 

of Registration should be submitted along with the Bid.
 d) The bidder must have been actively in the relevant field for at least last five years.

Name of the Project

Design, Construction & 
Completion of Air Conditioning 

& Ventilation System at Base 
Hospital, Wathupitiwala

Design, Development & 
Improvement of existing 

Sewerage Treatment System at 
Base Hospital, Wathupitiwala

Scope of Work

Replacement of the existing air 
cooling ventilation system in 
Theatre complex with a new 
ventilation system

Rehabilitation and improvement of 
the existing Sewerage Treatment 
plant with the tanks, implementing 
a mechanism to dispose of the 
hospital generating sewer and waste 
during the construction period , 
rehabilitation of sewer manhole 
network etc.

CIDA Registration
EM-1 Air conditioning and 

Refrigeration

EM1/EM2 for electrical & 
mechanical services and Grade C4/
C5 for Building Construction and 
Sewerage & Water Supply 

Duration 180 days 150 days

Average of the annual turnover of 
construction work performed in last 
five years 

150 million 80 million

Experience in Construction and 
Completion of  two projects of 
similar nature and complexity 
during last five years

100 Million 50 Million

The minimum amount of liquid 
assets and/or credit facilities (after 
setting apart for other contractual 
commitments) and exclusive of any 
advance payment which may be 
made under this Contract

50 Million 30 Million

Non refundable fee Rs.5,000.00 Rs.5,000.00 

Bid Security Rs.1,500,000.00 Rs.1,000,000.00 

Validity of Bid Security 119 days 119 days

4.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Divisional Engineering Office, No. 50, Courts 
Road, Gampaha on phone 033-2222515. E-mail - degampaha@gmail.com and inspect the bidding 
documents at the Procurement Unit of Engineering Organization, 5th Floor, Western Provincial Council, 
204, Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha, Battaramulla from 09.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs during normal working 
days.  

5.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested Bidders on 
submission of a written application to the Engineer, Procurement Unit, Engineering Organization, 5th 
Floor, Western Provincial Council, 204, Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha, Battaramulla  from 26.03.2021 to 
23.04.2021 from 09.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs during normal working days.

6. Bids shall be valid up to 91 days from the date of closing of Bids.
7.  Sealed completed bids in duplicate shall be deposited into the Tender Box made available at Procurement 

Unit, Engineering Organization, 5th Floor, Western Provincial Council, 204, Denzil Kobbekaduwa 
Mawatha, Battaramulla or sent by registered post to reach at or before 11.30 am on 30.04.2021. (General 
Information with “Technical proposal” (Envelope 1)and “Price proposal” (Envelope 2) in two 
separate envelopes enclosed in single envelope should be submitted. Late bids shall be rejected. (Bids 
(Envelope 1) will be opened soon after closing of bids in the presence of the bidders or their authorized 
representatives).

8.  A Pre-bid meeting will be held on 09th of April 2021 at 10.00 hrs at the Base Hospital, 
Wathupitiwala.

Chairman,
Deputy Chief Secretary (Engineering)’s Procurement Committee,
Engineering Organization,
5th Floor, Chief Secretary’s Office
Western Provincial Council,
No. 204, Denzil Kobbakaduwa Mawatha,
Battaramulla
Telephone No.    0112092501
Fax No.              0112092505
23.03.2021

TEACHING HOSPITAL, RATNAPURA
Procurement Notice

Sealed bids are invited by the Chairman, Regional Procurement Committee from 
contractors registered with CIDA upto 10.30 a.m. on 21.04.2021 for the construction 
and renovation of undermentioned buildings of teaching hospital, Ratnapura. 

Procurement documents relevant to the Bid in English language could be obtained 
from the Director's Offi ce from 24.03.2021 to 20.04.2021 on working days of hte 
week except on public holidays from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on submission of the 
receipt issued by the Shroff Division for the payment of the non refundable fee of 
Rs. 3,500/=. 

Bids will be opened immediately after the closing of receiving bids at 10.30 a.m. on 
21.04.2021 at the Director's Offi ce of the Teaching Hospital, Ratnapura and bidders 
or their authorized representatives could participate at the time. 

For each work subject, procurement guarantee equivalent to the amount given in 
procurement document and valid up to 119 days from the date of opening of bids, 
issued by a fi nancial institute approved by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka or the receipt 
obtained from the Shroff Division of the hospital for the payment of an equivalent 
amount (refundable), should be submitted along with the procurement documents. 

The name of the work subject should be mentioned on the top left hand corner of 
each envelope containing procurement documents. Bids should either be sent by 
registered post or deposited in the tender box kept at the Director's Offi ce on or 
before the scheduled date and time. For further details contact the Accountant on 
Telephone No. 045 2222261. 

No. Work Subject
Minimum CIDA 

requirement
E17/PA01/2021 Supply and Installation of Container Box 

Temporary Dialysis Unit.
C 6

E17/PA02/2021 Renovation of Drug Stores. C 7

E17/PA03/2021 Repairing of Damaged Roof, Roof Plumbing 
System, Eave Ceiling and Painting works in 
Nurses' Quaters.

C 7

E17/PA04/2021 Demolish and Remove the Incinerator (model 
BN-1000) near main Drug Stores.

C 9

E17/PA05/2021 Divert Drain Water Disposal System from Drug 
Stores to Entrance Gate 3.

C 7

Chairman,
Regional Procurement Committee,
Teaching Hospital,
Ratnapura.

23.03.2021 

Notice
This is to notice that, 3W 
Express (Private) Limited 
has changed its name to R 
P X MAC Express (Private) 
Limited  with effect 
from 19th March 2021 
under Section 9(2) of the 
Companies Act No. 07 of 
2007.
Former Name of the 
Company : 3W Express 
(Private) Limited
New Name of the 
Company : R P X MAC 
Express (Private) Limited
No of the Company :
PV 86816
Registered Address of the 
Company : "The Wavertree", 
141/9, Vauxhall Street, 
Colombo 02.

By order of the Board,
Nimalie Kariawasam,
Company Secretary

UVA PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
1)  Bids are invited for the purchase of the following Medical Equipment 

for the Uva Provincial Department of Health Services.

S/
No. Type of Equipment

Quantity 
to be 

Purchased

Bid
Security
by Cash

(Rs.)

Non
Refundable
Bid Fee  - 

(Rs.)

01 Ultrasound Scanner 01
3,500.00 100,000.00

02 Multipara  Monitors 07

Bid Documents relevant to the above purchasing of equipment can be 
downloaded from the Website of the Ministry of Finance, www.promise.
lk. Relevant bid documents will be issued from 24.03.2021 up to 12.30 
p.m. on 21.04.2021 from the Provincial Department of  Health Services 
and Bids received will be  opened at 2.00 p.m., same day at the Meeting 
Hall of the Department. Further details can be obtained from Tel. No. 
055-2231981.

Chairman - Department Procurement Board,
Uva Provincial Department of Health Services,
03rd Floor, No. 301, R.H. Gunawardena Mawatha, 
Badulla.

Tel. No  : 055-2231981
Tel/Fax : 055-2223098

PROCUREMENT NOTICE

PURCHASE OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT - 2021

LAND ACQUISITION ACT 
(CHAPTER 460)

Notice under Section 7
My No: KDS/TUM/4/1/6/1

Land Min's Ref. No: 4-3/7/2014/HW/412

It has been decided to acquire the land 
mentioned in the schedule below for public 
purpose. For more details, please see the 
Gazette No. 2215/52 dated 19.02.2021 of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

SCHEDULE

1. Province : Central

2. District : Kandy

3. D/S Division : Thumpane

4. Location :  within No. 301, 
Galagedara 
West Grama 
Niladhari 
Division

5. Village : Udapitiya

6. Preliminary Plan No. : FVP No. 130-3-3

7. Name of the land : Paragahamada

8. Total extent : 0.4185 Hectare

Sgd. S.M.C. Gunarathna
Divisional Secretary
Divisional Secretary's Division,
Thumpane.

22.03.2021
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PUBLIC NOTICE
In terms of Section 09(1) of the Companies 
Act No. 07 of 2007 we hereby give notice of 
Incorporation of the undermentioned Company. 

Name of the Company : LEEDS HEALTHCARE 
INTERNATIONAL (PVT) LTD.
No. of the Company : PV 00232953
Date of Registration : 11.01.2021
Registered Address : No. 520, Balagolla, 
Kengalla.

Director Board of the Company

MINISTRY OF TOURISM

SRI LANKA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (SLTDA)
BID NOTICE - NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (NCB)

1.  The Chairman, Departmental Procurement Committee of Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority invites sealed bids from the 
eligible & qualified bidders for procurements described below;

No. Subject & Contract Number
Non-

refundable 
Fee (Rs.)

Bid Security 
Requirements 

(Rs.)

Pre Bid 
Meeting Closing Date 

and Time
CIDA requirements

Date & Time

WORKS

1. Renovation of Water Supply 
Network and Refurbishment of 
NHR-Bentota. 
S LT DA / R M / W / N C B / WS N -
Bentota /2020/04R-2.

20,000.00 745,000.00 31st March 2021 
12.00 hrs. at 
NHR Bentota

20th April 
2021 - 

11.00 hrs.

Grade EM 2 or above specialty 
in Plumbing and Drainage 
(PD) and Grade C 5 or above 
in Building Construction.
Or
Grade C 4 or above in Water 
Supply & Sewerage.
Or
Grade C 4 or above in Building 
Construction and having 
successfully completed a 
minimum one project of 
similar nature and similar 
complexity during last five 
years or Sign a MOU with 
Specialty subcontractor for 
water supply pipe laying work.

2. Renovation & alterations to 
existing Building as Conference 
Hall and Manager's quarters for 
NHR Anuradhapura. SLTDA/
RM/W/NCB/Renovation - A’pura 
(Phase-I)/2021/06

12,500.00 600,000.00 6th April 2021 
10.00 hrs. 
at NHR 

Anuradhapura

20th April 
2021 - 

14.00 hrs.

Grade C5 or above in Building 
Construction

3. Rectification of the Head Office 
Building SLTDA.
SLTDA/HR & PM/W/NCB/
Rectification- Ho/2020/01

4,000.00 110,000.00 5th April 2021 
14.00 hrs. at 
Chairman's 
Board Room 

SLTDA

20th April 
2021 - 

12.00 hrs.

Grade C6 or above in Building 
Construction

4. Construction of Changing Room 
with Casual Toilets and Showers 
for Public Use at the Premises of 
Sulanka Bangalow - Benthota. 
SLTDA/RM/W/NCB/Sulanka - 
Development/2021/18.

2,500.00 114,000.00 31st March 
2021 - 

10.30 hrs. at 
NHR Bentota

20th April 
2021 - 

15.00 hrs

Grade C7 or above in Building 
Construction

5. Renovation of Lobby Area, 
Restaurant Staff 
Accommodation, Driver 
Quarters, Laundry, Common 
Washrooms, Kitchen and supply 
and installation of generator 
including elevated generator 
room at NHR Anuradhapura.
SLTDA/RM/W/NCB/Renovation 
-Anuradhapura (Phase-
II)/2021/06.

19,000.00 1,200,000.00 6th April 
2021 - 11.00 
hrs at NHR 

Anuradhapura

20th April 
2021 - 

14.30 hrs.

Grade C4 or C3 in Building 
Construction

2.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidder shall not have been blacklisted and shall have Business Registration in 
relevant field as per the above qualification criteria.

3.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from Assistant Director (Procurement) Sri Lanka Tourism Development 
Authority, Contact No.0112426800 (Ext: 305,277), Electronic mail address: amilam@srilanka.travel of Assistant Director 
(Procurement) and inspect the bidding documents at the SLTDA Web site (https://sltda. gov. Ik/tender) .

4.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be downloaded from the SLTDA Website (https://sltda.gov.lk/
tender) by interested bidders from 25th March 2021 to 20th April 2021.

5.  The payment of non-refundable fee should be deposited to the Bank AC No. 7119413 Bank of Ceylon, Corporate Branch, Sri 
Lanka Tourism Development Authority (Note: Please Fill the Depositors Details and Purpose of Deposit in the Deposit Slip as 
"Non Refundable Tender Fee" and it is mandatory to submit the aforesaid original slip with the Bid. The payment shall be made 
in cash & other payment are not allowed.

6.  Sealed Bids with the duplicate may be dispatched either by registered post or hand delivered to Chairman, Departmental 
Procurement Committee, Procurement Division (4th floor), Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, No.80, and Galle 
Road, Colombo 03 on or before the date of Bid closing. It should be written the name and contract number of the procurement 
at the top left-hand corner of the Envelop.

7.  All Bids will be opened at the Lobby area (Ground floor), SLTDA soon after closing in the presence of the bidders' representatives 
who choose to attend. Late bids will be returned unopened.

8.  All bids shall be accompanied with a certifi cate of registration of the bidder issued by the registrar of Public Contracts in Sri Lanka 
according to the Public Contract Act No.03 of 1987 of the Government of Sri Lanka and subsequent gazette notifi cations (PCA3 
form).

9.  The Bid Security should be issued from an approved Commercial Bank Operating under the Central Bank of Sri Lanka for valid 
up to 28 days beyond the date of Bid Validity as specifi ed in the Bidding Document. 

10. Bids shall be valid as per the date specifi ed in the Bidding Document. 

11.  An employee or a fi rm and/or an individual that has a close family relationship with an employee of the Ministry of Tourism, Sri 
Lanka Tourism Development Authority and any other institution under the control of the Ministry shall not be eligible for award. 

12.  The Departmental Procurement Committee's decision will be the fi nal decision. Further, SLTDA has the right to accept or reject 
any Bid without adducing any reasons and SLTDA will not be responsible for any costs or any expenses incurred by the prospective 
bidders in connection with the preparation or delivery of Bids. 

Chairman
Departmental Procurement Committee 
Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority 

NOTICE FOR SELLING BY FISCAL AUCTION
At the Commercial High Court of the 

Western Province being held in Colombo exercising 
its civil jurisdiction

Case No: CHC/62/2017/MR 
  Merchant Bank of Sri Lanka and Finance PLC 
  Bank of Ceylon Merchant Tower 
  No 28, St Michael Road 
  Colombo 03 
   Plaintiff

  -Verses-
 1. Jeevan Augustine Rocksamy 
  No 10/3, Kaviraja Mawatha, Panadura. 
 2. Anna Radhika Raveendran Nee Rocksamy 
  No. 10/3, Kaviraja Mawatha Panadura 
  And 
  No. 31/53A, Balagala Road Hendala, Wattala 
 
   Defendants 

As per decree statement that has been made against the fi rst and second defendants of this case in terms of 
the mediation conditions entered on 16th day of the month of October in the year 2019 and as per prayed for 
in the plaint and as it has been decreed by order against the two defendants as given below; 

And as it has been decreed hereby that an annual interest rate of 18% be paid for the balance of the original 
sum of Rs 6,870,984.08 until the total sum of Rs 9,586,381.73 is paid in full with effect from the date of the 
07th day of the month of October in the year 2016; And as it has been decreed by order that the plaintiff has 
a claim to enforce the mortgage bond no: 211 of 30th July 2015 written and attested by R M N S K Rajapakse, 
the Public Notary and enact the mortgage bond by as in its terms to recover the aforesaid sum of money 
and the land that is well described in the schedules of the 1st and 2nd schedules hereunder along with the 
buildings on it and all the claims of the 2nd defendant has in whatever form; 

And as it has been decreed by order that the 1st and 2nd defendants pay to the plaintiff the sum of money 
so given as a loan and so advanced within a period of two months (02) along with the interest and the costs 
payable and that if they default on such payment to sell such property as depicted in the schedule here by 
public auction; 

However, as the plaintiff and the 1st and 2nd defendants have agreed to a mediation of this case on the 
following conditions; 

However, as it has been decreed by order that if the 1st and 2nd defendants pay a total of Rupees Thirteen 
Million and Eight Hundred (Rs 13,800,000/=) on before the 25th day of the month of May in the year 2022 
in the following manner it shall be considered a satisfaction of the decree statement of this case by the 
parties to this case; 

 i.  It has been decreed by order that the defendants have agreed to pay singly or jointly a sum of 
Rupees Five Hundred Thousand (Rs 500,000/=) to the plaintiff during the period of 01st October 
2019 and 31st October 2019 

 ii.  It has been decreed by order that the defendants have agreed to pay a total of Rupees One Million 
and Eight Hundred Thousand (Rs 1,800,000/=)to the plaintiff twelve (12) singly or jointly monthly 
equal instalments of Rupees One Hundred and Fifty Thousand (Rs 150,000/=) for the period from 
01st November 2019 to 31st October 2020 

 iii.  It has been decreed by order that the defendants have agreed to pay a total of Rupees Four Million 
and Five Hundred Thousand (Rs 4,500,000/=)to the plaintiff jointly or singly eighteen (18) 
monthly equal instalments of Rupees Two Hundred Thousand (Rs 250,000/=) for the period from 
01st November 2020 to 30th April 2022 

 iv.  It has been decreed by order that that the defendants have agreed to pay to the plaintiff jointly or 
singly a sum of Rupees Seven Million (Rs 7,000,000/=) during the period from 01st May 2022 to 
31st May 2022.

 
It has been decreed by order that the 1st and 2nd defendants have agreed to pay each monthly instalment 
as aforesaid on or before the 25th day of the respective month. 

If the 1st and 2nd defendants fail to pay or default the payment singly or jointly the sum of Rupees fi ve 
hundred thousand (Rs 500,000) on or before the 25th October 2019; 

If the 1st and 2nd defendants fail to pay and/or default in the payment of any two monthly instalments (not 
in a row) from the aforesaid 01st November 2019 to 31st October 2020 and/or; 

If the 1st and 2nd defendants fail to pay or default in the payment of any two monthly instalment (not in a 
row) from the aforesaid 01st November 2020 to the 30th April 2022 and/or; 

In case the 1st and 2nd defendants fail to pay jointly or singly or default in the payment of the total of Rupees 
Seven million (Rs 7,000,000/=) on or before the 25th of May 2022 as per the terms of mediation and/or; 

In case the 1st and 2nd defendants fail to pay jointly or singly or default in the payment of the total of Rupees 
Thirteen Million Eight Hundred Thousand (Rs 13,800,000/=) on or before the 25th of May 2022 as per the 
terms of mediation and/or; 

As it has been decreed by order that though a period of one year has elapsed from today the plaintiff reserves 
the right to recover from the 1st and 2nd defendants the total sum of money as had been prayed for in the 
prayer of this case, the plaintiff reserves the right to have an order to sell and/or to execute without notice 
to the 1st and 2nd defendants, and to recover the relevant execution charges and the sales charges from the 
1st and 2nd defendant jointly and/or singly;

And in terms of the decree that has been made, and as the 1st and 2nd defendants have defaulted in pay-
ments, and by virtue of the sales decree that has been issued to me by the case of the aforesaid number 
of the Commercial High Court of Colombo for the recovery of the said sums of money, I hereby state that 
I shall sell by public auction the land as described in the schedule here below and the buildings, trees and 
all else on it. 

At 11.00 A.M. / on the 27th day of the month of April 
in the year of 2021

At No. 31/53 A Balagala Road, Hendala, Wattala where such property is located. 

The buyer shall be the one who places highest bid at the auction, and the buyer soon after the auction has 
come to an end has to pay me (the auctioneer) the following immediately in cash. No cheques will be ac-
cepted. 

 1. 25% of the total buying price in cash

 2. Auction charges and State charges

If only 25% of the buying price was paid, the balance of 75% has to be deposited in favour of the aforesaid 
case number of the Commercial High Court of Colombo within 30 days. 

The aforesaid fi rst schedule 
The lot 01 of the land as per the plan number 2801 dated 19.08.1998 made by H.R. Samarasinghe, Licensed 
Surveyor of the land called Kiriwellagahawatta (a part of Mayfair Estate) located at the current assessment 
no: 31/53 A 1 (previous 31/53) on Mayfair Avenue of the Outer Balagala Road located in 170 A Elakanda 
Grama Niladhari Division within the jurisdiction of Wattala Divisional Secretary's Division in the domain of 
the Hendala Sub Offi ce of Wattala Pradeshiya Sabha of the Ragama South Pattu in Aluth Korale in Gampaha 
District ( however within the domain of registration of Colombo) of the Western Province. 

Bordered to the North by lands owned by Ranjith Weerasekera, Darlin Weerasekera and O.Weerasekara, 
East by Lot 3 as per the plan 1139 made by Anil Peiris, Licensed Surveyor, South by Lot 2 B and 2 C 
(reservation for a road) and West by the land in extent of perch nine decimal one one (A: 0, R:0, P:9.11) and 
all the buildings, trees and soil in it as per the plan 1139 made by Anil Peiris, Licensed Surveyor 

This land is registered at the Land Registry Gampaha under L 109/40 

The aforesaid second schedule. 

 1.  The land lot 2C (reservation for a 10ft wide road) as per the plan number 2/89 dated 12.01.1989 
measured and prepared by S. M. B. Joseph, Licensed Surveyor of the land called Kiriwellagahawatta 
(Part of Mayfair Estate) as aforesaid and situated in Hendala bounded to the North by Lot 2A in 
here, East by lot 2B in here, South by Mayfair Avenue and West by Lot I as per plan No: 1139 made 
by Anil Peiris, Licensed Surveyor, the land in extent of perch one and decimal seven eight (A: 0 R: 
0 P:1.78) and all that is on it. 

  This land is registered at the Land Registry Gampaha under L/109/64.
 
 2.  Lot No 6 (reservation for a road - Mayfair Avenue) as per the plan No 1139 dated 04.08.1971 

prepared by H. Anil Peiris, Licensed Surveyor of the land called Kirillagahawatte (a part of Mayfair 
Estate) located in Hendala bounded to the North by Lots 1,2,3,4 and 5, East by Lot 5 of here, South 
by property owned by Ashokararna Temple of May Fair Avenue, lot 7 and 8 of here, West by lots 7 
& 8 of here, land in extent of twenty perches (A:0, R: 0 P: 20) and all that is on land 

This land is registered at the Land Registry Gampaha under the volume L 109/42 taken forward and under 
L150/56 

Access to the Property
Turn to left Elakanda junction and move on Balagala Sadasarana Deva Matha Road towards Balagala Church 
move until the Y-junction and take the Ashokarama Road to the left and move 200 m come to Ashokarama 
Temple move to the end of the road and move along the gravel road 30 m and you see this land when you 
move on the road and move on the gravel road you will fi nd the land with house at the end of it. 
426- Any' nf the month ofi geWitn the year 2021 

   R.K. Gamini Weerasinghe B.Com (SPL) 
   Registrar - Grade 1 - Deputy Fiscal
   Justice of the Peace (Whole Island) 
   Commercial High Court 
   Colombo 12 
24 day of the month of March the year 2021 
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Ministry of Public Services, Provincial Councils 
and Local Government

Calling Applications for Recruitment to 
Quantity Surveyor - Grade III

1.0  Applications are called on the approval of the Secretary, Ministry 
of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government to 
make recruitment to 01 post of Quantity Surveyor - Grade III.

2.0   Candidates who are qualifi ed on merit based on the results of 
a written competitive examination and a general interview 
conducted by the Institute of Development Administration of Sri 
Lanka will be appointed to fi ll the existing vacancies.

3.0  This appointment is permanent and pensionable, subject to the 
policy decisions to be taken by the Government in the future 
regarding the pension entitlement of the post.

 Required Qualifi cations:

(a) Shall be a citizen of Sri Lanka

(b)  Shall be not less than 21 years of age and not more than 35 
years of age as at the closing date for applications.

  (Maximum age limit is not applied to those who hold a 
permanent post in the public service)

(c) Should be of an excellent moral character

(d)  Every candidate should be physically and mentally fi t to work 
in any part of Sri Lanka and perform the duties of the post.

(e) Educational Qualifi cations: 

  (I)  Shall have passed G.C.E. Ordinary Level in 06 subjects 
with Credit passes for Sinhala/Tamil/ English, 
Mathematics and two other subjects at one sitting or 
have acquired NVQ Level 03 in a relevant fi eld.

and
  (II)  Shall have passed all the subjects in G.C.E. (Advanced 

Level) in Science/Maths stream (except the General 
Test) and have acquired the qualifi cation to follow 
tertiary education. (It is suffi cient to have passed 
03 subjects at one sitting under the old syllabus) Or 
National Vocational Skills (NVQ) Level 04 relevant to 
the fi eld.

(f) Professional Qualifi cations:
  Should have obtained Level 06 of National Vocational Skills 

(NVQ) in the fi eld of Technology (Quantity Surveyor) from 
an institution recognized by the Tertiary and Vocational 
Education Commission.

(g)  Professional Qualifi cations:-One year experience in the fi eld 
of quantity survey

(h)  It is mandatory for every applicant to have completed all the 
qualifi cations relevant to the post on or before the date of 
calling for applications.

4.0  Salary Scale :- Rs. 30,140- 10 x 350 - 11 x 370 - 10 x 560 -10 
x 660 - 49,910/-

 ( Salary Code MT 2 -2016 is applied as per Public Administration 
Circular 03/2016)

Any matters not mentioned herein shall be decided by the Secretary 
to the Ministry of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local 
Government. All applicants will be bound to abide by the general rules 
set forth in this notice.

................................................................
March 2021 (Head of Department)

The application and the relevant terms and conditions will be published 
on the website of the Ministry of Public Services, Provincial Councils 
and Local Government and the perfected applications should be sent on 
or before 10.04.2021 to reach the Ministry of Public Services, Provincial 
Councils and Local Government, Independence Square, Colombo 07.

NOTICE

State Ministry of Rural Housing and
Construction & Building Materials

Industries Promotion

STATE ENGINEERING 
CORPORATION OF SRI LANKA

BID CLOSING / OPENING EXTENSION
The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee (DPC) on behalf of the State 
Engineering Corporation has amended the closing / opening date of the undermentioned 
bid initially appeared on 10.03.2021 of the "Daily News" which is to be closed / opened 
on 26.03.2021 at 14.00 hrs. 

Tender No. Name of the Tender

Amended
document 

issuing date 
up to 

Amended
Closing/ 
Opening 

Date

Amended
Bid Security
Validity Date

C&P/C/2283/2021/
008

Local Area Network 
(LAN) and Telephone 
System for Extension 
to Block - E Building 
at Department of 
Examinations, Pelawatta. 

31.03.2021
15.00 hrs.

01.04.2021
14.00 hrs.

29.07.2021

Other conditions remain unchanged. 

Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee,
State Engineering Corporation of Sri Lanka
130, W.A.D. Ramanayake Mawatha,
Colombo 02. 

25.03.2021 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

TO ENHANCE THE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO AND IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF  
ECD SERVICES IN SRI LANKA (USD 50Mn) 

ASSISTED BY THE WORLD BANK

Vacancies
The World Bank funded Early Childhood Development Project Established under the former Ministry of Women and Child Affairs, invites 
applications from individuals for the following positions

1. Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist (PS 3)
 1. A  successfully completed bachelor degree in relevant fi eld recognized by the University Grants Commission

or
   Qualifi cations recognized by the University Grants Commission as an equivalent qualifi cation to the degree in the relevant fi eld,

 or
   An associate membership/similar qualifi cation obtained from a recognized professional Institution in the relevant fi eld
  With at least 10 years post qualifi cation experience at managerial level.

Or 
   With one of the above qualifi cations a postgraduate degree in the relevant fi eld or corporate chartered Membership or similar 

professional qualifi cation obtained from a recognized professional Institution in the relevant fi eld. 
with

   at least 8 years post qualifi cation experience at managerial level.
or

  Class 1 offi cer of the Government all Island services or similar status in the relevant fi eld
with

  at least 3 years experience in the class 1 post.

2. I T Manager (PS 4)
 1. A  successfully completed bachelor degree in relevant fi eld recognized by the University Grants Commission 

or
   Qualifi cations recognized by the University Grants Commission as an equivalent qualifi cation to the degree in the relevant fi eld,

 or
  An associate membership/similar qualifi cation obtained from a recognized professional Institution in the relevant fi eld

with 
  at least 7 years post qualifying experience in the relevant fi eld.

 2. An offi cer of  the Government All Island services Class iii/ii or above or similar status in the relevant fi eld.
with 

  at least 7 years experience in Class iii/ii post.

3. Technical Offi  cer (PS 6)
 1. A  successfully completed bachelor degree in relevant fi eld recognized by the University Grants Commission 

or
   Qualifi cations recognized by the University Grants Commission as an equivalent qualifi cation to the degree in the relevant fi eld,

 or
  An associate membership/similar qualifi cation obtained from a recognized professional Institution in the relevant fi eld

or
   Having obtained a certifi cate of profi ciency not below than the NVQ Level 7 issued by a Technical/Vocational Training Institute 

accepted by Tertiary and Vocational Education commission for a post related to Technical fi eld.
 and 

   at least 02 years post qualifi cation experience in the required area of specialization 

 2.  Having obtained a certifi cate of profi ciency not below than the NVQ Level 6 issued by a Technical/Vocational Training Institute 
accepted by the Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission for a post related to Technical fi eld.

 and 
   at least 07 years post qualifi cation experience in the required area of specialization 

 3.  Having obtained a certifi cate of profi ciency not below than the NVQ Level 5 issued by a Technical/Vocational Training Institute 
accepted by the Tertiary and Vocational Education Commission for a post related to Technical fi eld.

 and 
   at least 12 years post qualifi cation experience in the required area of specialization 

  EPF and ETF contribution by Employer is 12% and 3% and the Contribution to EPF by the employee is 8%

Eligible  candidates  are  requested  to  apply  through registered Post  with  complete Curriculum  vitae  including  certifi ed  copies  
of  educational  and professional qualifi cations(if applicable) which should reach the Secretary, State Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Preschool & Primary Education, School Infrastructure, and Educational Services, 5th Floor, Sethsiripaya Stage 2, 
Battaramulla on or before 5th April 2021(please mark the post applied for on top left hand corner of the envelope) 

Employees  of  Statutory and  Government Organizations  are  requested  to  submit  their  applications  through  their Heads of organizations. 

Selected candidates will be requested to be present for an interview with the originals of all relevant certifi cates.

Secretary
State Ministry of Women and Child Development, Preschool &primary education 
School Infrastructure and Educational Services

GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

STATE MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT,PRESCHOOL AND PRIMARY EDUCATION,SCHOOL 

INFRASTRUCTURE & EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

UNIVERSITY OF KELANIYA
VACANCIES

The University of Kelaniya will entertain applications from suitably quali ed persons 
for the following posts up to 20.04.2021.

PERMANENT POSTS

Faculty of Medicine

1. Department of Surgery
 Lecturer (Probationary) / Lecturer (Uncon rmed) / Senior Lecturer Gr. II/I

2. Department of Family Medicine
 Lecturer (Probationary) / Lecturer (Uncon rmed) / Senior Lecturer Gr. II/I

How to Apply:
Prescribed application forms and details regarding the above Posts could be obtained 
from the Deputy Registrar/Academic Establishments Division during of ce hours 
or could be downloaded from the University Website: www.kln.ac.lk. Requests for 
application forms by post should be accompanied with a self–addressed stamped 
envelope of 23x10 cm in size. All applications together with copies of 
relevant certificates should be forwarded to the Deputy Registrar/
Academic Establishments, University of Kelaniya, Kelaniya, under registered cover 
to reach on or before 20.04.2021.

Candidates should submit separate applications for each post applied for. 
Incomplete, illegible or late applications will be rejected. The post should be 
indicated on the top left hand corner of the envelope.

Applications from employees in the Government Departments, Corporations, 
Statutory Boards, UGC and Higher Educational Institutions should be 
channeled through their Heads of Institutions. The University reserves the right 
to short list the candidates.

Registrar
University of Kelaniya, 
Kelaniya.
25.03.2021

Calling applications for Recruitment to Grade III of Technical offi  cer Draughtsman 
in Technological Service at the Ministry of Public Services, 

Provincial Councils and Local Government

1.0  Applications are called on the approval of the Secretary, Ministry of Public Services, 
Provincial Councils and Local Government to recruit 03 posts of Technical offi cer and 01 
post of Draughtsman which have fallen vacant.

2.0   Candidates who are qualifi ed on merit based on the results of a written competitive 
examination and a general interview conducted by the Institute of Development 
Administration of Sri Lanka will be appointed to fi ll the existing vacancies.

3.0   This appointment is permanent and pensionable, subject to the policy decisions to be 
taken by the Government in the future regarding the pension entitlement of the post.

4.0  Required Qualifi cations:

(a) Shall be a Sri Lankan citizen

(b)  Shall be not less than 18 years and not more than 30 years of age as at the date of 
closing of the application.

(c) Shall be of an excellent character

(d)  Every candidate should be physically and mentally fi t enough to work in any part of 
Sri Lanka and perform the duties of the post.

(e) Educational Qualifi cations:-
(I)  Shall have passed G.C.E. (A/L) Examination at one sitting in three subjects 

including two subjects out of Physics, Combined Maths, Chemistry, 
Science for Technology, Information and Communication Technology and 
Engineering Technology which belong to Science/ Maths/ Technology 
streams or shall have completed NVQ 4.

And

(II)  Shall have passed G.C.E. (0/L) in six (06) subjects with credit passes for 
Sinhala/Tamil/ English, Science, Mathematics and one more subject or 
shall have completed NVQ 3.

(f) Professional Qualifi cations:-

 (I)  Shall have obtained National Diploma in Technology (Civil) offered by 
University of Moratuwa or Hardy Institute Ampara or

(II)  National Diploma in Engineering (Civil) offered by National Apprentice 
and Industrial Training Authority or

(III)  Higher National Diploma in Engineering (Civil) offered by the Ministry in 
charge of Education and Higher Education or

(IV) Diploma in Technology (Civil) offered by the Open University of Sri Lanka 
or

(V)  Shall have completed Part 1 of the Engineering Examination held by Sri 
Lanka Institute of Engineers or

(VI) Shall have completed NVQ Level 06 relevant to the fi eld or

(VII)  Shall have obtained other technical qualifi cations recognized by the Tertiary 
and Vocational Education Commission as equivalent in all respects to the 
above technical qualifi cations after consulting with the Ministry of Higher 
Education and the above technical certifi cation agencies.

(g) No clergyman of any denomination is eligible to sit for this examination.

(h)  It is mandatory for every applicant to have completed all the qualifi cations relevant 
to the post on or before the date of calling for applications.

5.0  Salary Scale :- Rs. 31040/- 10 X 445 — 11 X 660 — 10 X730— 10 X 750 — 57550/-

 (Salary Code MN 3-2016 is applied as per the Public Administration Circular No. 03/2016)

6.0  Examination Procedure:
  The examination will be conducted in Sinhala, Tamil and English media. Candidates should 

select one of the relevant media and answer all the question papers in the same medium. 
The requested media will not be allowed to change later. The examination consists of two 
question papers.

Question Paper/ Subject Area Duration Total Marks Pass Marks

Intelligence Test 01 hour 100 40%

Subject related Technology Question Paper 03 hours 100 40%

Name of the Question Paper Syllabus

Intelligence Test Consists of questions which test the reasoning ability, 
the analytical ability and the ability of judgement of the 
candidate.

Subject related Technology 
Question Paper

Consists of questions which test the knowledge of the 
candidate on building construction principles, the ability 
to prepare and read plans for construction work, the 
ability to prepare estimates, skills in water supply, water 
transportation and waste disposal procedures.

7.0  Any matters not mentioned herein shall be decided by the Secretary to the Ministry of 
Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government. All applicants will be bound 
to abide by the general rules set forth in this notice.

................................................................
March 2021 (Head of Department)

The application and the relevant terms and conditions will be published on the website of 
the Ministry of Public Services, Provincial Councils and Local Government and the perfected 
applications should be sent on or before 10.04.2021 to reach the Ministry of Public Services, 
Provincial Councils and Local Government, Independence Square, Colombo 07.

NOTICE

www.
observerjobs.

lk

Breaking
boundaries

For
jobseekers

The Country’s
largest

recruitment
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               STATE PRINTING CORPORATION (SPC)
   

SELLING OF USED TYRES, TYRE TAPES & TYRE TUBES
Chairman, Department Procurement Committee, on behalf of State Printing 
Corporation invites sealed bids from the eligible and qualified Bidders for the selling 
of following items. 

Item
No. Item Description Tender

Reference No.
Bid Bond

(Rs.)
Performance

Bond

01
Selling of Used Tyre, Tyre 
Tapes & Tyre Tubes

SPC/SU/L/2021/
F1/11

5,000.00 25,000.00

A complete  set of Bidding Documents can be checked free of charge and purchased 
by producing a written request and a non-refundable document fee of Rs. 3000.00 
(per each set) from the Supplies Division, State Printing Corporation, Panaluwa, 
Padukka on working days from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. and commencing from 25th 
March 2021 up to 21st April 2021.

Duly filled bidding documents marked with the SPC/SU/L/2021/FI/11 on the
top left corner of the envelope should be deposited in the Tender Box kept at 
the Office of Supplies Manager before 11.00 a.m. on 22nd April 2021. 
Late Bids will not be accepted.

Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders' representatives who
choose to attend in person immediately after the bid closing at
11.00 a.m. on 22nd April 2021.

Chairman,
Department Procurement Committee
State Printing Corporation,
Panaluwa, Padukka.

T.P.   0112 75 75 01
Fax : 0112 75 75 00

TENDER NOTICE

STATE MINISTRY OF SKILLS DEVELOPMENT, 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND 

INNOVATION

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
  

DESIGN, MODIFICATION AND 
REFURBISHMENT OF TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

DAMBULLA
Contract No: SDVT/PRO/01/01 

1.  The Chairman, Ministry Procurement Committee (MPC) of the 
State Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research 
and Innovation now invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified 
bidders for Design, Modification and Refurbishment of Technical 
College – Dambulla as described below and estimated to cost of Rs. 120 
Million. 

  Face lifting of front Buildings, Renovations of other buildings, Demolition 
of haphazard buildings, Landscaping, Design and Construction of Facility 
Building including cafeteria and modification of main entrance. 
Architectural Design of three storied new building, Boys and Girls 
hostels.

 Contract Period - 6 Months and 365 days of defects liability period.

2.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding 
Procedure – (Bidder has to submit Preliminary Information, Design/
Technical Proposal and Financial Proposal in duplicate. The proposal will 
consist of two different sealed envelopes, where the first envelope will 
contain the Preliminary Information, Design/Technical Proposal and the 
second envelope will contain the Financial Proposal). Bid price of the 
technically qualified bidders will be read out at the time of opening of 
financial bid.

3.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidder shall not have been 
blacklisted and shall meet the requirements of Institution for Construction 
Industry Development Authority (CIDA) registration with the Grade C4 or 
above for Building Construction.

4. Qualifi cation requirements to qualify for contract award shall be,

 •  Average annual turnover value of the company in last three years 
shall be at least LKR 180 million.

 •  Experience in successful completion of one project in similar nature 
(Design and Build - Construction or construction, Modification and 
refurbishment of a Building) of which value shall not be less than LKR 
100 million within last five years.

 •  The minimum amount of liquid assets and/or credit facilities (after 
setting apart for other contractual commitments) and exclusive of any 
advance payment which may be made under this Contract shall be not 
less than LKR 20 million.

5.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from Assistant 
Secretary (Procurement), State Ministry of Skills Development, 
Vocational Education, Research and Innovation, No. 354/2, Elvitigala 
Mawatha, Colombo 5 and inspect the Bidding documents free of charge at 
the same address from 25/03/2021 until 27/04/2021 from 0900hrs 
to 1500hrs during a working day.

6.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be 
purchased by interested Bidders on the submission of a written application 
to The Secretary, State Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational 
Education, Research and Innovation, No. 354/2, Elvitigala Mawatha, 
Colombo 5 from 25/03/2021 until 27/04/2021 from 0900 hrs to 
1500 hrs during a working day upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
Rupees Twenty Thousand (LKR 20,000.00). The method of payment will 
be in Cash.

7.  Bids shall be delivered to The Chairman, Ministry Procurement Committee 
(MPC), State Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational Education, 
Research and Innovation, No. 354/2, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 5 or 
shall be deposited in the tender box placed in the Procurement Division, 
Ground fl oor, State Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational Education, 
Research and Innovation, No. 354/2, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 5 
at or before 1400hrs on 29/04/2021.  Late Bids will not be accepted. 
Bids will be opened soon after closing in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend.

8.  All bids accompanied by a "Bid Security" of Sri Lanka Rupees one 
million two hundred thousand (LKR 1,200, 000.00) shall be issued by a 
commercial bank operating in Sri Lanka approved by the Central Bank of 
Sri Lanka. This Bid Security shall be in the form of an unconditional, on 
demand bond and shall be obtained in favour of Secretary, State Ministry 
of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research and Innovation, 
and shall be valid up to 26/08/2021. 

9.  Pre-Bid meeting will be held at the Technical College – Dambulla at 10.00 
Hrs on 01/04/2021.  

The Chairman,
Ministry Procurement Committee (MPC),
State Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational Education, Research and 
Innovation, 
No. 354/2, Elvitigala Mawatha, 
Colombo 5.

MINISTRY OF TRADE

CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE ESTABLISHMENT
Invitation for Quotations for renovation of the 

Paddy Husk Room of the 
Pannegamuwa Rice Complex

Quotations are invited from reputed institutions for renovating the room in which the paddy 
husk is collected from the relevant rice milling division at the "Pannegamuwa Rice Complex" 
belonging to the Co-operative Wholesale Establishment. 

Accordingly, the site should be inspected and constructions should be done, taking into 
consideration that no harm is due to the environment and to the general public and is carried 
out according to accepted standards. Further, the undermentioned qualifi cations will also be 
taken into consideration. 

 Experience, relevant to newly constructed and renovated paddy husk rooms.
 Possessing Government registration regarding engineering activities. 

Applications will only be called from institutions fulfi lling the qualifi cations mentioned above 
(copies of the relevant certifi cates in proof of the above qualifi cations should be submitted). 

You are kindly informed to prepare your quotation on a company letterhead, mentioning the 
period of validity of the quotation, and enclosed in an envelope and sealed and deposited in 
the tender Box No. 04 placed on the 07th fl oor in the Head Offi ce of the CWE to be received at 
or before 12.00 noon on 07.04.2021. 

A refundable tender deposit of Rs. 15,000.00 should be paid before 10.00 a.m. on 07.04.2021 
when submitting tenders. 

Inspection could be done from 01.04.2021 up to 07.04.2021 between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. 
during Government working days.

Further details could be obtained by calling on the undermentioned telephone number. 

 Tel No. 047-2237666

 Mobile Tel No. 071-8359726 - (Mr. Jayasingha)

The Tender Board retains the right of the fi nal decision. 

Chairman,
Procurement Committee,
Co-operative Wholesale Establishment,
No. 27, Vauxhall Street,
Colombo 02. 

Printed and Published by The Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd., at No. 35, D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10, on Thursday, March 25, 2021

WP CAE-9070 
Subaru,  2013,  car 
for highest offer. 
Vallibel Finance 
PLC. No. 310,  Galle 
Road,  Colombo-03. 
Tel: 0714-542958.
 022774

No.99 ,D.S.Senanayaka 
veediya ,Kandy
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Rs. 500/-

Rs. 350/-

Rs. 350/-

Rs. 400/-

Rs. 400/-

Rs. 250/-

Rs. 250/-
E-Mail your Classified ad to

classifi ed@lakehouse.lk

For more Details -

Piyumi - 011 2 429 383 / Ramani - 011 2 429 347

* For 15 Words

- Rs. 15/- for each additional word

- Rs.15/- for each additional word

- Rs.15/- for each additional word

- Rs.15/- for each additional word

- Rs.15/- for each additional word

- Rs.10/- for each additional word

- Rs.10/- for each additional word

Publish your Classifi ed ad
in our Newspapers

at a bearable amount

The convenient way to make your payment:-
BOC - Acc.No. 000000377

LAKE HOUSE BRANCH

Green light for
Online Transfer
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