
The vessel ‘Barbara’ was brought to the Colombo Port yesterday to re-freight the con-
troversial carcinogenic crude coconut oil back to the Port of Origin. 
Picture by Wimal Karunathilake

No Daily News on April 14, 15
The Daily News will not be published on April 14 and 15 on 

account of the Sinhala and Tamil New Year holidays. Publication 
will resume on Friday, April 16, 2021. 

SINHALA AND TAMIL NEW YEAR MESSAGES 

Welcoming the dawn 
of the Sinhala and Tamil 
New Year with fresh 
hopes and renewed 
determination to mate-
rialize them is a valu-
able tradition deeply 
rooted in our culture, 
states President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa in his 
Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year message.

The message: 
“Although adverse 
health conditions pre-
vented us from celebrat-
ing last year’s Sinhala 
and Tamil New Year, this 
year all of us together 
have made it possible to 
enjoy the New Year fes-

tivities, duly observing 
the age-old customs and 
traditions while adher-
ing to health guidelines. 
It is a fulfillment of the 
hopes of young children 
who look forward to the 
New Year, with excite-
ment, as well as all other 
citizens.

The Sinhala and 

Tamil New Year is our 
principal cultural festi-
val. We have a strong 
belief that the prosper-
ity of the coming year 
will be the result of all 
our citizens performing 
the rituals at the same 
auspicious time.

The cheerfulness of 
the adults is reflected 
through their chil-
dren who are delight-
ed with their new 
clothes, sweets and 
games for the New 
Year. In addition, the 
pleasant changes in 
the environment bring 
us physical and emo-
tional bliss.

It is time to embark 
on a new path towards 
a prosperous country, 
facing all the challenges 
with a new mindset and 
with fresh aspirations 
in this Sinhala and 
Tamil New Year, Prime 
Minister Mahinda Raja-
paksa said.

The message adds: 
“It is with great pleas-
ure that I greet the 
dawn of the Sinhala 
- Tamil New Year that 
fulfils the fresh hopes 
of all Sri Lankans. The 
people of our country 
have been participat-
ing in this great cul-
tural festival since time 

immemorial, giving 
priority to the customs 
and traditions in this 
cultural extravaganza of 
the nation.

Customs and ritu-
als attached with the 
Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year depict the connec-
tion between mankind 
and nature.

As a disciplined 
nation, people have fol-
lowed the guidelines 
issued by the govern-
ment with a myriad of 
sacrifices, therefore the 
opportunity has arisen 
to celebrate the New 
Year to this extent 
freely.

Therefore, it is the 
responsibility of all 
of us to preserve our 
cultural values while 
keeping in mind health 
practices.The Govern-
ment is striving to 
reduce the burden on 
people and create a 
prosperous future for 
the nation.

Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to China 
Dr. Palitha Kohona, on behalf of the 
Government of Sri Lanka, signed a 
US$ 500 million Loan Agreement 
with the China Development Bank 
yesterday.

“This loan will infuse vitally 
required foreign exchange into the Sri 
Lanka economy. These funds will help 
with Government efforts to facilitate 

rapid economic recovery following 
the setbacks caused by the COVID-19
pandemic,” a statement issued by the 
Sri Lankan embassy in China said.

After the signing ceremony, Dr. 
Kohona stated that the timely assis-
tance from China in providing these 
funds will help fuel Sri Lanka’s recov-
ery efforts and stimulate growth. 
Dr. Kohona further opined that this 

US$ 500 million loan will encourage 
investor confidence in Sri Lanka and 
strengthen the Sri Lanka Rupee.

“China, as a loyal friend and reflect-
ing the depth of our friendship, has 
been generously extending its help-
ing hand to Sri Lanka when difficult 
challenges confront us. Two weeks 
ago, China’s gift of 600,000 Covid-19 
vaccine doses were air-freighted to Sri 

Lanka adding to our vaccine stock,” 
the Ambassador noted.

He welcomed further coopera-
tion on trade, investment, tourism, 
education, sports and other areas. 
“We expect more Chinese tourists to 
visit Sri Lanka in the post COVID-19 
period with the prospect of travel 
restrictions being relaxed in the near 
future”. 

A customer checks out a new clay pot for the New Year rituals at a shop 
in Kaduwela yesterday, as people engage in last-minute shopping to buy 
their Avurudu needs. Picture by Sulochana Gamage

ASELA KURULUWANSA

State Minister of 
Transport Dilum 
Amunugama says that 
an additional 3,000 
buses will be operated 
from the 15th of this 
month to enable peo-
ple to return to work 
in the City without any 
hindrance following 
the New Year holidays.

He said that a regu-
lar and planned bus 
service was provided to people traveling from the City to the villages 
for the New Year and in the same manner  commuters traveling from 
the villages to the City after the New Year too will be provided with a 
comfortable and safe journey.

People going to their villages for the New 
Year queuing at the Central Bus Stand in Pet-
tah yesterday. Picture by Sudath Malaweera 

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

It was contended in the 
Colombo District Court that 
one of brothers Baba Arfieen 
Haseef Preena residing in Aus-
tralia has sued his own brother 
Abdul Karman Haseef Preena of 
Athul-Kotte Sri Jayawardenapu-
ra through his lawful Power of 
Attorney holder Baba Moham-
med Haseef Preena of Ragama 
for the recovery of a sum of 
Rs.6.5 million approximately 

lent and advanced to him by the 
Plaintiff.

Action was filed in 2011 
through Plaintiff ’s attorney 
and subsequently the instruct-
ing attorney counsel Yasanthi 
Karunathilake proceeded in 
Colombo Additional District 
Court in a long and winding trial 
which according to the plaint 
submitted to Court which con-
strued a sum of Rs. 6.5 million 
due from the 

LAHIRU FERNANDO

The Police Nar-
cotic Bureau (PNB) 
in a special opera-
tion seized 13 Kilo-
grams of crystal 
methamphetamine 
also know an ‘ICE’ 
worth Rs.130 mil-
lion from a house at 
Nawandama in the 
Ja-Ela Police area 
on Sunday evening 
(11), Police Media 
Spokesman DIG 
Ajith Rohana said.

Six suspects 
including two females have been taken into the 
PNB custody during the raid, he said. The ice was 

packed in small plastic boxes and 
hidden in two school bags, police 
said.

They have been brought to the PNB 
for further questioning. Investigations 
are going on, he said.

LAHIRU FERNANDO
The Police are taking every 

possible action to prevent the 
public being victim of COVID-19 
pandemic or traffic accidents by 
the end of the upcoming festive 
season, Police Media Spokesman 
DIG Ajith Rohana said.

He said special plans are in 
effect to monitor and prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 through 
public gatherings during the fes-
tive season. Accordingly, it is 
compulsory for the organizers 
of the New Year festivals to 
seek permission from the health 
authorities and also the police 
before the event.

Thirty-eight United National 
Party (UNP) members of the 
Colombo Municipal Council 
(CMC) yesterday met Oppo-
sition and Samagi Jana Bal-
awegaya (SJB) leader Sajith 
Premadasa and had discussions 
on issues of mutual interest, SJB 
sources said.

According to SJB the discus-

sions had revolved around cur-
rent political and social issues. 
The two sides discussed action 
to be taken in future with regard 
to identified key issues.

The 38 UNP members had 
said that they were willing to 
work with the SJB on political 
matters as well social matters 
confronting the country.

NEW YEAR BRINGS FRESH HOPES AND 
RENEWED DETERMINATION - PRESIDENT

EMBARK ON A NEW PATH TOWARDS 
A PROSPEROUS COUNTRY - PM

CHINA PROVIDES 
US$ 500 MILLION LOAN 

PACT INKED WITH CHINA 
DEVELOPMENT BANK

WELCOME INFUSION OF 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Singapore’s national air carrier, Singapore 
Airlines will increase its air connectivity to 
Sri Lanka by increasing its flights to five per 
week from the present three.

Singapore Airlines in a statement said 
that as the aviation sector gradually recov-
ers from the COVID-19 pandemic, Singa-
pore Airlines will increase its frequency to 
Colombo.

SIA increases flight frequency

The Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) has approved a reward of 
Rs. 1 million for information lead-
ing to the arrest of a suspect who 
is said to have been involved in 
a number of frauds in various 
parts of the country and is now 
absconding.

The Crimes and Organized 

Crime Division has commenced 
an investigation to arrest the 
suspect who has been hiding in 
various parts of the country after 
fraudulently obtaining luxury cars 
and cash worth over Rs. 50 mil-
lion.

Police investigations have 
revealed that the suspect had 

impersonated a doctor, an engi-
neer, a teacher and a business-
man.

The suspect while posing as a 
doctor had sold a stolen vehicle 
for Rs. 16.5 million and fraudu-
lently obtained a vehicle worth 
Rs. 1,550,000 with forged signa-
tures.

Rs. 1 m reward for tips on fraudster

UNP-SJB talks in Colombo

3,000 buses for New Year journeys

Brother sues brother for Rs.6.5 million

Police to minimize 
accidents, spread 

of COVID-19

13 Kgs of ICE seized
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Defendant to the Plaintiff, and the said sum was given to 
the Defendant Abdul Karman Haseef Preena to open up a 
new business in embroidery in the garment sector.

According to the plaint, a Memorandum of Understanding 
was signed between the Plaintiff and the Defendant and 
large sums of money amounting to Rs.6.5 million was given 
by the Plaintiff to the Defendant.

The Defendant had filed an answer through his lawyer 
Avini Gunarathna and took out the position that Power of 
Attorney was bad in law and that Rs.6.5 million was given 
by the Plaintiff to the Defendant as a joint investor in the 
said business to open up an embroidery factory sharing prof-
its equally and the money was to be utilized for the com-
mencement of the business. The Defendant also contended 
that the Plaintiff has fraudulently filed action against the 
Defendant for the recovery of the said money amounting to 
Rs.6.5million and therefore has acted unlawfully in asking 
for the said money to be paid back to him.

Preliminary objection had been taken by the Defendant’s 
counsel citing that the Power of Attorney was faulty and dis-
missed by the court in the first instance.

In the course of a lengthy trial, the Plaintiff’s case was 
pursued by the Senior Counsel Ian J.Fernando with counsel 
Sumudu Ratnayake and the Defendant was ably represented 
by the counsel Thusitha Nanayakkara, instructed by Avni 
Gunaratne.

The Judgement was delivered in favour of the Plaintiff 
against the Defendant on 24 April 2019, giving the Plaintiff 
all the reliefs prayed in the plaint, the recovery of the total 
amount of Rs.6.5 million with legal cost.

Thereafter the Defendant filed notice of appeal for which 
the Petitioner’s lawyer Ian Fernando told court, it was out of 
time when the matter proceeded for the execution of writ by 
the Plaintiff-Petitioner against the Defendant-Respondent. 
The writ pending appeal enquiry commenced in June 2019 
and the Defendant-Respondent gave evidence that substan-
tial loss would be caused to him if the writ was executed 
against him for the recovery of the afore-said sum of 
Rs.6.5million with legal interests and cost of suit.

On March 22, 2021 writ was allowed by Colombo Addi-
tional District Court Judge Sadun Vithana.

Brother sues brother for... From Page 01

 He is also 
accused of breach 
of trust in a vehicle 
purchased from a 
finance company, 
fraudulently obtain-
ing a car worth Rs. 
2.8 million and 
stealing a van worth 
Rs. 3 million, 
among other 
crimes.

The suspect is 
identified as Rafiq 
Mohamed Farooq and his National Identity Card number 
is 761350446V.

Information about the suspect can be provided to the 
DIG Crime and Organized Crime Division 0718592604 
and the DIG Crime and Organized Crime District Office 
0112685958. The confidentiality of informants will be 
maintained.

rs. 1 m reward for tips... From Page 01

Meanwhile, the police media 
spokesman said that there 
could be an increased availabili-
ty of synthetic drugs in the 
market due to the dearth of 
heroin.

The Police and security forc-
es in recent times have detect-
ed large quantities of heroin 
and have arrested several major 
drug dealers.

DIG Rohana said the police 
will intensify operations on 
drug trafficking in the coming 
days.

13 Kgs of iCe... From Page 01

Such events conducted with no prior permission would 
be considered as illegal and legal action would be taken 
against the organizers, he said.

He also requested the public to wear face masks when-
ever they go to public places and use public transport.

The DIG said Police are conducting 24-hour traffic 
operations to net drunk and speeding drivers.

police to minimize... From Page 01

“With this increase in frequency, 
over 50 percent of Singapore Air-
lines capacity into Sri Lanka will be 
resumed,” the airline said.

“Flights from Singapore to Colom-
bo will operate on every Sunday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday whilst flights from Colombo to 
Singapore will be on every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday,” the Airline added.

Passengers will get a ‘Singapore Airlines Care Kit’ 
which has a face mask, hand sanitizer and disinfectant 
surface wipe, the airline said.

sia increases flight... From Page 01

The Minister made this statement while participating 
in an inspection tour of the Kandy Railway Station.

He said normally 500 SLTB buses and 500 private 
buses were operated during the New Year season but this 
year 3000 buses were operated and the decision was 
taken to allow the public to travel without any inconven-
ience as per the COVID-19 health recommendations.

3,000 buses for... From Page 01

Dr. Kohona said that they were in dis-
cussions with Chinese producers with a 
view to shooting a tourism-oriented 
movie in the near future. 

The Mission was also holding talks to 
improve access to Sri Lankan exports to 
the lucrative Chinese market while 
encouraging increased Foreign Direct 
Investments (FDI) flows to Sri Lanka. All 

these would assist our economy to recov-
er in the shortest period, Dr. Kohona stat-
ed.

This US$ 500 million loan was a part of 
US$ 1 billion loan, out of which US$ 500 
million was released last year. 

The Sri Lankan Mission in Beijing had 
worked closely with Chinese counterparts 
to secure these funds.

China provides us$ 500 Million loan... From Page 01

It is time to 
embark on a 
new path 
towards a pros-
perous country, 
facing all the 
challenges with 
a new mindset 
and with fresh 
aspirations.

At the dawn of the New Year, let us all 
resolve to strengthen our ties with each 
other and rise to the forefront of the 
world as a Sri Lankan nation.

May this be a peaceful and a prosper-
ous New Year to all of you”.

eMBarK on a new paTh 
Towards a prosperous 
CounTry- pM... From Page 01

It is also a noble attribute 
of the New Year season that 
adults who struggle in life 
with complexities, settle 
grudges and animosities and 
reconcile with each other.

It is my hope and expecta-
tion that all citizens without 
any discrimination will join 
the Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year celebrations with ten-
der and righteous thoughts.

I respectfully commend 
the commitment and sacri-
fice of all those who are 
engaged in essential services 

and who are employed over-
seas and unable to be with 
their families during this 
season of New Year.

May the dawn of Sinhala 
and Tamil New Year bring 
happiness, good health and 
prosperity to all”.

new year Brings fresh hopes and 
renewed deTerMinaTion - presidenT 
From Page 01

pnB seizes 100 kg of iCe 
in sapugaskanda, five arrested

Five individuals were arrested with 
100 kilogrammes of ICe (Crystal Meth-
amphetamine) at Sapugaskanda yester-
day, Police Media Spokesperson DIG 
Ajith Rohana said.

The arrest has been made by the 
officers of the Police Narcotics Bureau 

(PNB) at the Rakgahawatta area in 
Sapugaskanda.

On Saturday (April 10), the PNB 
arrested an individual at Ja-ela with 
100g of ICe and 100g of heroin in his 
possession.

Further investigations into the inci-

dent had led to the arrest of six more 
suspects yesterday (April 11) along 
with 13kg of ICe.

Interrogations of the suspects had led 
to another raid in Sapugaskanda where 
the PNB had recovered 100kg of ICe, 
yesterday (April 12).

investigations into expressway
 reckless driving case
SHAVINI MADHARA

The driver of the vehicle which 
was driven on the expressway in a 
very dangerous and reckless man-
ner and the group of men who were 
inside it were summoned to the 
expressway Division Police Unit 
yesterday.

The Police launched an investiga-
tion with regard to video footage 
circulated on social media depict-
ing the neglectful and highly reck-
less manner of driving by a group 
along the expressway, Police Media 
Spokesperson DIG Ajith Rohana 
stated.

DIG Ajith Rohana also stated 
that the video shows that four per-

sons had lowered the shutters and 
were seated on the doors facing 
each other from both sides of the 
vehicle.

DIG Ajith Rohana further stated 
that the suspects have been sum-
moned to Highway Traffic Head-
quarters yesterday.

He further noted that the investi-
gations have revealed that the reg-
istered owner of the car is a resi-
dent of Kandy and in 2015 he had 
sold the car to a person in the 
Akurana. Their unruly behaviour 
had caused a disturbance and dis-
traction to the fellow motorists 
who were driving along on the 
expressway. 

rehabilitation 
Bureau for 
drug addicts
DHANuSHkA GoDAkuMbuRA

The Government is preparing to set up a 
Rehabilitation Bureau for drug addicts, war 
affected and members of violent extremist 
groups.

The Government has directed the estab-
lishment of this Bureau by an Act of Parlia-
ment to carry out the functions of the Com-
missioner General of Rehabilitation, which 
is currently in operation, within a more 
sustainable legal framework.

A Commissioner General of Rehabilita-
tion was appointed in 2006 to rehabilitate 
former LTTe members and the responsibil-
ity of rehabilitating drug addicts has been 
placed under it since 2013.

sri lanka railways 
introduces new hotline

The Sri Lanka Railways has introduced a 
new Hotline 1971 for train passengers to lodge 
complaints or inquiries in case of an emergen-
cy and to obtain any other information related 
to trains, Railways Department said.

Issuing a statement, the Railway Depart-
ment said that this hotline 1971 is used for all 
complaints and other inquiries related to the 
Railway Department. 

India on Monday overtook Brazil as the country 
with the second-highest number of coronavirus 
infections and Bangladesh halted international 
flights and shut offices as a new wave battered 
South Asia.

The region -- home to almost a quarter of the 
world’s population -- has been hit by soaring infec-
tion rates in recent weeks. India reported a new 
daily record of more than 168,000 cases on Mon-
day to take the total toll to 13.5 million cases, 
above Brazil’s 13.48 million. India has recorded 
more than 873,000 cases in the last seven days -- 
an increase of 70 percent compared to the previous 
week, according to data compiled by AFP. 

In comparison, Brazil recorded about 497,000, 
about 10 percent higher from the previous week. 
The United States -- the worst-hit country -- report-
ed just under 490,000 cases with a rising trend of 
nine percent. The spike in India, after daily rises in 
cases fell below 9,000 in early February, has seen 
many badly affected states and territories impose 
restrictions on movement and activities.

India’s wealthiest state Maharashtra, which has 
been the main driver of the infection spike, last 
week imposed a weekend lockdown and night 
curfew. (AFP)

Covid infections: india 
overtakes Brazil
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Opposition Leader Sajith making 
ridiculous statements - Minister Prasanna
DINULI FRANCISCO

Tourism  Minister Prasanna Rana-
tunga said that the statements made 
by current  Opposition Leader Sajith 
Premadasa, who was a Cabinet Min-
ister in the  Good Governance Gov-
ernment and the Deputy Leader of 
the UNP at the time  of the Easter 
Sunday Terror Attacks, accusing the 
Government of trying  to hide the 
masterminds of the terror attacks is 
ridiculous.

The  Minister further pointed out 
that the previous Good Governance  
Government was trying to hide the 
masterminds behind the Easter Sun-
day  Terror Attacks and the current 
Leader of the Opposition who was a  
prominent member of it should also 

bear responsibility for these  attacks. 
The Minister was responding to a 
statement made by the  Leader of the 
Opposition Sajith Premadasa accus-
ing the present  Government of try-
ing to hide the masterminds of the 
Easter Sunday Terror  Attacks.

Minister Ranatunga pointed out 
that providing security to  the coun-
try and the people is the ultimate 
responsibility of every  Government 
and pointed out that the Govern-
ment of Good Governance has  failed 
in their duties and therefore every-
one in the Good Governance  Gov-
ernment should be held responsible 
for Easter Sunday Terror Attacks.

He  also pointed out that the Tamil 
National Alliance (TNA) and the 

JVP,  which helped maintain the 
Good Governance Government 
could not escape  their responsibility. 

“Following the Easter Sunday Terror 
Attacks,  the former President 
appointed a Presidential Commis-
sion to look into  the matter. In addi-
tion, the Parliamentary Sectoral 
Committee on  Security conducted a 
separate inquiry into the matter. And 
a  Parliamentary Select Committee 
was also appointed. We cannot be  
satisfied with the investigations and 
that there were allegations that  the 
then Good Governance Government 
had used these investigations to  
save those responsible for the Easter 
Sunday Terror Attacks,” the  Minis-
ter highlighted.

The Minister added that even 
though Premadasa  held a highly 
responsible position in the previous 

Government, he did  not raise any 
voice against the Easter Sunday Ter-
ror Attacks or its  investigations. 
“People of the country should under-
stand why the present  Leader of the 
Opposition, who was silent then, is 
shedding crocodile  tears over the 
Easter Sunday Terror Attacks today,” 
he added.

“The  recommendations of the 
Easter Commission have now been 
forwarded to the  institutions respon-
sible for implementing the relevant 
recommendations.  The Attorney 
General's Department, the Ministry 
of Defence and the  Police Depart-
ment will take further steps in this 
regard,” Ranatunga  said.

Minister Ranatunga emphasised 

that the Government intends to  
enact new laws or punish those 
responsible for the Easter Sunday 
Terror  Attacks if there are no legal 
provisions currently sufficient to 
enforce  the law on the wrongdo-
ers.

“The motive of the former Good 
Governance  team including Leader 
of the Opposition Sajith Premadasa 
is to create  displeasure among the 
people towards the Government.

“The present  Government has no 
interest in protecting those responsi-
ble for the  Easter Sunday Terror 
Attacks. Therefore, the people 
should not be  deceived by the lies 
and falsehoods uttered by the Oppo-
sition,” the  Minister said.

The  country should be 
thankful for the effort rendered 
by Roshan  Abeysundera, a 
War Hero of the Air Force who 
swam across the Palk  Straits, 
giving the message to the 
country not to release poly-
thene and  plastic into the 
ocean, said Environment Min-
ister Mahinda Amaraweera.

Sri  Lanka has been named 
as the 5th country to add plas-
tic and polythene to  the ocean 
by a foreign organisation. That 
is completely untrue. The  pop-
ulation of our country is very 
much less than other countries 
in this  region.

 There are cities in this 
region that are a hundred times 
as  populous as Colombo. 
However, it is seen that the use 

of polythene and  plastic is 
increasing day-by-day in com-
parison to the population of 
our  country.

"In such a situation the War 
Hero Roshan Abeysundera of 
the  Air Force recently gave a 
message to the whole country. 
He swam across  the Palk 

Strait and asked the country 
not to add polythene and plas-
tic  to the ocean. He risked his 
life to carry out this heroic 
deed out of  love for the envi-
ronment. Therefore, the entire 
nation should express  its grati-
tude to those who love the 
environment," Minister 
Amaraweera  said.

The Minister expressed 
these views while participating 
in a  sapling distribution cere-
mony held in the Angunakola-
pelessa area  yesterday (11). 

The Minister distributed 
these saplings for the  auspi-
cious sapling programme to be 
implemented by the Ministry 
of  Environment on April 16.

The Minister further said 
during a  discussion with the 

top management of our coun-
try's supermarket chains, I  
was told that one billion silly 
bags are distributed annually 
by the  country's supermarket 
chains alone. One billion bags 
of silicon a year is  no small 
feat. The damage done to the 
environment cannot be  over-
emphasised.

"They told me to let them 
charge at least one rupee  per 
bag. Now these bags are given 
free. So one customer uses at 
least  seven or eight bags at a 
time. They also agreed to 
donate the proceeds  for the 
bags to an environmental fund. 
But we have not taken a final  
decision in this regard. How-
ever, this causes huge environ-
mental damage.

And  so is the lunch sheets. 
Sri Lanka is the only country 
in the world that  uses lunch 
sheets. 

Ten million lunch sheets are 
used daily in our  country. So 
in the future we will have to 
come up with stricter rules to  
reduce the use of these silly 
bags and lunch sheets. The 
people of our  country are not 
yet aware of the environmental 
damage," the Minister  said.

He said that as the Minister 
of Environment, he highly  
appreciated the heroic act of 
Roshan Abeysundera in con-
veying a message  to the public 
to reduce the use of plastics 
and polythene, a  communique 
from the minister’s media unit 
said.

Minister Mahinda Amaraweera praises Airman 
Roshan Abeysundera’s record breaking feat

Qatar, Sri Lanka to witness 
new areas of cooperation

Qatar  and Sri Lanka are 
poised to witness new areas of 
cooperation in the  next five 
years, with both countries cur-
rently exploring mutual  
investments and partnerships 
in the finance sector as well as 
in a  number of industries 
including tourism, shipping, 
government security,  logis-
tics, food security, and hospi-
tality, State Minister of 
Money,  Capital Markets, and 
State Enterprise Reforms 
Ajith Nivard Cabraal said  yes-
terday. 

Speaking to the media, 
Cabraal said Sri Lanka also 
eyes  providing additional pro-
fessional and manpower ser-
vices for the upcoming  Qatar 
World Cup.

"A Qatar Sri Lanka Joint 
Business Council is also  
planned to be established this 
year to facilitate direct  busi-
ness-to-business cooperation 
between private sectors of 
both  countries," he said. 

Sri Lanka’s Ambassador to 
Qatar Mohamed Mafaz  Mohi-
deen added that works are 
currently underway to launch 
the new joint  business council 
by the third or fourth quarter 
of this year. As part  of his 
regional tour, Cabraal has met 
with the heads of Qatar’s Min-
istry  of Finance, Qatar Cen-
tral Bank, Qatar National 
Bank, Doha Bank, and  Qatar 
Airways to chart plans for 
future action in foreign direct  
investments. He was also 
expected to meet with officials 
from the Qatar  Investment 

Authority. “Sri Lanka has been 
an important provider of  pro-
fessional as well as manpower 
services to Qatar. And that is  
something we want to 
enhance. In particular, in areas 
where we can  provide servic-
es in the forthcoming mega 
event (Qatar World Cup). We 
are  also keen that we estab-
lish financing rings and pro-
vide a good return  for Qatari 
investors, as well as enhance 
the cooperation levels between  
Qatar and Sri Lankan banking 
sectors. In the next five years, 
we’ll see  new areas in which 
Qatar and Sri Lanka will be 
cooperating,” said  Cabraal. 

He said Sri Lanka, which 
expects to see a 5.5 percent  
economic growth this year, is 
keen to develop its existing 
relations  with Qatar, which 
could also serve as its gateway 
to the region. He  added that 
the Sri Lankan Central Bank 
has also provided 100 percent  
protection for investors to 
attract foreign direct invest-
ments.

“Sri  Lanka is on track to 
become a lot more vibrant as 
an economy in the next  few 
years. The opportunities for 
investors who come in now 
are  enormous,” he added. 
Speaking about the possibility 
of Sri Lankan  companies set-
ting up their businesses at the 
Qatar Free Zones and the  
Hamad Port to take part in 
the country’s growing ship-
ping and food  security indus-
tries, he said: “There are 
many Sri Lankan companies 

which  have now reached fairly 
high levels of activity. They 
have become  billion dollar 
companies and they have ven-
tured out to other parts of  the 
world. Many are doing that 
already. And I would like to 
see that  partnership being 
built up and happening here”. 
He added: “We have  already 
given licence to Islamic bank-
ing entity in Sri Lanka.

There  are also several Sri 
Lankan banks which already 
have Islamic banking  outlets. 
There is possibility of enhanc-
ing those as well, and that’s 
an  area that we would like to 
definitely cooperate further 
with Qatar”.  During the 
press conference, Cabraal 
went on to highlight Qatar’s  
successful stimulus pro-
gramme in responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and  
reiterated that the upcoming 
World Cup now serves as an 
automatic  stimulus for the 
Qatari economy. “Qatar has 
responded well during the  
pandemic. Stimulating the 
economy was vital, and Qatar 
has done that  quickly. The 
country has also maintained 
macro fundamentals at  rea-
sonably healthy levels. The 
government investment was 
also enhanced,  at a time 
when others are reducing 
their overall levels. The foot-
ball on  the horizon also acted 
as an automatic stimulus. 
Qatar did well, and  now 
you’re going to reap the bene-
fits,” the Minister added.
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llegal distillery inside 
guest house raided

Couple arrested with 
4 kgs of Cannabis

LAHIRU FERNANDO
Jaffna  Divisional Crime Detective 

Bureau official raided an illegal distill-
ery  located inside a guest house at 
Hospital Road Jaffna on Sunday.

A  48-year-old suspect has been 
taken into the custody along with 
3,000  litres of illegal liquor, 710 bot-
tles of illegal liquor and fake labels  
during this raid.

According to Police Media Spokes-
man DIG Ajith Rohana, the distillery 
had been conducted in the guise of a 
permitted distillery. The  arrested per-
son is a resident of the Malakkam area 
was to be produced  before the Jaffna 
Magistrate yesterday. The DCDB is 
investigating the  incident.

Meanwhile, the Police Media 
Spokesman further said that the  
Police with the support of the Excise 
Department will be conducting  fur-
ther raids to nab people distributing 
illicit hooch during this  festive sea-
son.

LAHIRU FERNANDO
Galgamuwa  Police arrested a couple along with four 

Kilogrammes of Cannabis at a  roadblock in the Nan-
neriya area on Sunday, Police Media Spokesman DIG  
Ajith Rohana said. "The 40 and 37-year-old suspects 
were taken into custody along with their vehicle," he 
said. They were to be produced before the Galgamuwa 
Magistrate yesterday. Meanwhile, the Media Spokes-
man requested the public to inform Police on drug traf-
ficking incidents via Hotline 1997.

"Those who provide true information would be 
rewarded," he further said.

Police recover "Kasippu" 
hidden under flower beds
ARIYAPALA WANSHATHILAKE, Kurunegala Central Special Corr.

Kurunegala  Police recovered 30 packets of "Kasippu" 
hidden under flower beds of  the Kurunegala Teaching 
Hospital premises. A suspect who was taken into  cus-
tody is believed to have sold the "Kasippu" to patients. 
The suspect is also wanted in connection with several 
robberies at the Malakaduwa Seraliyawa Industrial 
Zone.

He is expected to be produced before Court today.

More showers 
expected

Showers  or thundershowers 
will occur at several places over 
most parts of the  island in the 
evening or night. 

Fairly heavy falls about 75 
mm can be  expected at some 
places in Sabaragamuwa, Cen-
tral, Western and  North-West-
ern Provinces and in Galle and 
Matara Districts.

“Misty  conditions can be 
expected at some places in 
Central, Sabaragamuwa and  
Western Provinces during the 
morning," the Meteorology 
Department said.

General  public is requested 
to take adequate precautions to 
minimize damages  caused by 
temporary localized strong 
winds and lightning during  
thundershowers.

The Sun is going to be direct-

ly over the latitudes of  Sri 
Lanka until April 14. 

The nearest areas of Sri 
Lanka over which the  sun is 
overhead today (13th), are 
Tikali, Mallavi, Vannivilanku-
lam,  Idaikkadu and Andanku-
lam at about 12.10 p.m. 

The sea areas around the  
island can be slight to moder-
ate. Temporarily strong gusty 
winds and  very rough seas can 
be expected during thunder-
showers.

Winds will be  South-Easter-
ly in the sea areas extending 
from Kankasanturai to Galle  
via Trincomalee, Batticaloa 
and Hambanthota. 

Winds will be variable in  the 
other sea areas around the 
island. Wind speed will be (20-
30) kmph.
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rabadu flowers. The sounds of a 
Koha (Koel) in the distance. The 
feeling of a fresh spring is definitely 
in the air. It can mean only one 
thing - Avurudu is here again. 
Another Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year will dawn tomorrow (14), sig-
nifying one of the most important 
National Events in the country.

Yet, Avurudu this year is more different than all the 
other Avurudus that we have experienced in the past. 
That is because we are in the midst of a pandemic 
caused by an invisible pathogen. Although not as bad 
as the last Avurudu in 2020, this time too we cannot 
engage in many of the Avurudu traditions that we have 
taken for granted all this time. The keyword here is 
social distancing.

But how do we reconcile this with the very spirit of 
the Avurudda – togetherness? It is simple, really. We 
bond even more closely within the family unit. We have 
access to modern technology and social media that can 
bring even relatives living abroad to our living rooms 
to share the spirit of Avurudu. Separated by oceans 
and a global pandemic we may be, but in our hearts we 
will be together. That, after all, is the very meaning 
and purpose of Avurudu.

Yes, Avurudu or Puthandu (in Tamil), is primarily 
celebrated by Sinhala Buddhists and Tamil Hindus, but 
over the years it has transcended such man-made 
boundaries and become a National Festival celebrated 
by all Sri Lankans wherever they live. That is what Sri 
Lanka should be – a country where all live in harmony 
and take pride in each other’s cultural norms and tradi-
tions.

But above all, Avurudu celebrates our very close 
bond with Nature. In a way, it is our annual tribute to 
the Sun, whose movement from the Meena Constella-
tion (Pisces) to the Mesha (Aries) Constellation is the 
very basis of the traditional New Year. This is distinct 
from the modern Gregorian calendar introduced just 
436 years ago. On the other hand, the roots of the tra-
ditional New Year go back thousands of years. In fact, 
Oriental cultures have based their calendars – and 

daily life – around the movements of the 
Sun and the Moon for millennia.

The festival is based on the fact that 
Sun gives us life. Our food is literally 
made by the Sun through the process of 
photosynthesis, which is really the basis 
of all life on Earth. Thus the New Year 
traditions evolved as a result of farmers 
expressing their gratitude to the Sun and 
Nature for a bountiful harvest. One can-
not get any closer to Nature than that. 
The traditional New Year (or varia-
tions of it) is a common festival all 
over Asia, but here in Sri Lanka, it is 
the most important National Event of 
the year. In fact, the Sinhalese word 
“Bak” for the month of April signi-
fies “fortune”, being a derivative of 
the Sanskrit root word “Bhagya”.

Avurudu teaches us many les-
sons apart from bringing us closer 
to Nature. What other National 
Festival unites an entire country to 
do certain activities at the same 
time? Some may disregard and 
even make fun of the Avurudu 
Nekath or auspicious times, but 
they help make us more punctual 
and disciplined. While cooking and 
partaking meals in accordance with 
auspicious times is certainly very 
important, the foremost place in 
Avurudu traditions should go 
to the age-old tradition of 
Ganu Denu, which literally 
means Give and Take. That 
is sadly a factor that is miss-
ing from our lives for the 
most part, but Avurudu 
reminds us of the importance 
of compromise and the joy of 
sharing.

The symbolic conduit for 
Ganu Denu in Sri Lanka (as 
well as in neighbouring India) 
is the humble sheaf of betel 
leaves. There are many legends 
associated with the betel leaf 
which has become a pivotal item 
in New Year festivities. Again, the 
betel leaf symbolises our close 
affinity with Nature. It is thought of 
as a harbinger of prosperity.

Peaceful co-existence
Avurudu reminds us of the impor-

tance of respecting our elders. Hence 
the practice of worshipping parents 
and elderly relatives when the 
New Year dawns. But there is 
another higher purpose – giving 
someone a sheaf of betel leaves 
means that you have forgotten or 
forgiven any enmity, misunder-
standing or anger that may 
have caused a rift in the old 
year. Thus Avurudu is a 
season for Giving – as 
well as for Forgiving. It is 
a time where everyone in 
the family and the neigh-
bourhood gets together in 
a spirit of harmony and 

peaceful co-existence. Another important 
part of Ganu Denu is commencing some sort 

of work for the first time in the New Year. 
Called Weda Alleema in Sinhala and Er Man-
galam according to Hindu traditions, this calls 
for starting some work that would bring pros-
perity to oneself and the family throughout the 
year. For example, a student can study a lesson 
and a farmer can work on his field. This year, 
there is an additional auspicious time – for plant-
ing a sapling. This brings Nature right into the 

heart of the festival. 
Avurudu is a joyous occasion - what would it 

be without all those sweetmeats? Some of the 
Avurudu sweetmeats are found nowhere else 

on Earth. Kavum, Kokis, Athirasa, Bibikkan, 
Mun Kavum, Peni Walalu, Aasmee and many 
other types of sweetmeats adorn the Avurudu 
table, along with alien arrivals such as cake and 
biscuits. No Avurudu table can be complete 

without the obligatory Kiribath (Milk Rice), 
which is the first item cooked to mark the 

dawn of the year. The overflowing of milk 
in this instance symbolizes happiness 

and prosperity for the entire family. In 
many Hindu households, a sweet 
rice is made with new raw red rice, 
jaggery, cashew nuts, ghee and 
plums.

The Avurudu table brings 
everyone together. This is 

a very important in a 
society where the tra-
dition of family sit-
down meals has disap-

peared for all intents 
and purposes. Today’s 

pressures to relentlessly 
pursue money and differing 
interests/work hours of 
family members mean that 
no one has the time to 
enjoy a sit-down meal over 
free-flowing conversation 
and plenty of laughter. At 
best, the whole family 
might have eyes glued to 
the television while having 
dinner with no conversa-
tion at all. Family bonds 

have taken a severe beating 
due to modern lifestyles, but 

Avurudu reminds us that we can 
– and should – do better to keep 

families together.
The demands of commercialism 

have enveloped everyone in our fami-
lies, including the children. Unlike in 
the days gone by, today’s children are 
pressured by parents, teachers and the 

wider society to study all the time in 
order do well at examinations at the 
expense of their playtime. However, 

Avurudu literally gives them a break 
from the tedium of studying and 
attending classes non-stop. Avurudu 
is playtime, from the Onchillawa 
(swing) to nearly forgotten indoor 

games such as “Panchi” and “Keta”. 
It is also a time when the children get 
a lot of gifts, from new clothes to toys. 
Naturally, it is the children that enjoy 
Avurudu the most, starting with the 
delicious sweetmeats on the table. Of 

course, Avurudu games and festivities have no age limit 
– everyone is free to join in the fun, though organisers 
have been asked to limit the crowds.  

Bak Maha Ulela
Most villages do have “Bak Maha Ulela” events 

where the entire village comes together for a bit of 
downtime, though these cannot be held on a very 
grand scale this year too. Participating in many tradi-
tional games such as Pillow Fighting (not allowed this 
year), Tug-O-War (not allowed this year), Cadjan Weav-
ing and Raban playing give the villagers an opportunity 
to reaffirm their bonds with each other. The authorities 
must also make an effort to preserve some of the more 
traditional games such as olinda keliya, eluvan keliya, 
mevara sellama, buhu keliya, muthu keliya and mee 
sellama. Of course, these events are open to all, regard-
less of communal or religious differences. This is signif-
icant at a time when there is a dire need to reinforce 
the bonds among different communities and religious 
groups.

But Avurudu cannot be confined to one’s home or vil-
lage. Avurudu gives us an opportunity to visit far-flung 
friends and relatives at least once a year with plenty of 
gifts and sweetmeats in hand. There is a massive rush 
to go to villages, with buses and trains filled to capaci-
ty.  This is also one of the few chances for those based 
in the cities to go back to their villages for a few days 
to get in touch with their roots, so to speak. Again, this 
year too we have been asked to limit our travels lest 
the contagion spread.  

Avurudu also has a spiritual or religious element, 
though the commercial elements may sometimes over-
shadow it. The Punya Kaalaya (literally a time for mer-
itorious deeds) or Nonagathaya (literally a period with 
no auspicious times) is designed to let us visit the tem-
ple or the Kovil to purify our souls. Due to the restrc-
tions in place, we will have to enage in religious obser-
vances from home or through the television.

Thus the Avurudu brings to the fore the nexus 
between the village and the temple/place of worship. 
Many of the problems in our lives can be traced to the 
gulf between us and the place of worship – Avurudu 
gives us an opportunity to renew this bond. The tem-
ple is also often the location for anointing oil for the 
New Year, an age-old tradition that is said to bestow 
fortune and good health. This is usually done by the 
head priest or a village elder. 

Avurudu is sometimes likened to a person, through 
the reference to an Avurudu Kumaraya (New Year 
Prince). He is supposed to be a radiant individual who 
brings prosperity to the whole village and the whole 
country. In fact, in keeping with this thee, many Avu-
rudu festivals select an Avurudu Kumaraya and as well 
as Kumariya (Princess).

There are many other rituals and traditions associat-
ed with the New Year, such as bathing for the new and 
old year and leaving for work in the New Year. We 
might not have the time for observing all Avurudu tra-
ditions, but the lesson is clear – togetherness pays divi-
dends in the form of peace and harmony.

Avurudu is a time for a fresh start in every sphere of 
life. From new clothes to a new coat of paint to new 
aspirations, it marks a deviation from the old routine 
and signals that life is ready to take on new challenges 
in the coming year. Avurudu thus gives us fresh hope 
for a successful, bountiful year ahead. And let us be 
determined in the New Year to fight this new conta-
gion with all our might in line with the recommenda-
tions of health authorities and the Security Forces so 
that we can all resume our normal lives and even belat-
edly observe some of the time-tested Avurudu tradi-
tions and beliefs.

Vendors selling cooking utensils make brisk sales as people buy the items to cook the first 
meal of the New Year.  

           A heartfelt 
tribute to Nature

Avurudu or Puthandu (in Tamil), is primarily celebrated by
Sinhala Buddhists and Tamil Hindus, but over the years it has 

transcended such man-made boundaries and become a National 
Festival celebrated by all Sri Lankans wherever they live. That is 
what Sri Lanka should be – a country where all live in harmony 

and take pride in each other’s cultural norms and traditions.
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One Month Remembrance - 12/ 04/ 2021. 
Mr. PATRICK FERNANDO. We miss 
you much and hope you are safe with Jesus. 
Fondly remembered by your wife Moreen,  
kids Dinika,  Eron,  Nalaka and Sonau,  
grandchildren Shaveen,  Sheraya and Ethan.
 028437

PERERA - SRILATH. Son of late Godfrey 
Perera & late Rita Perera of Nandana 
Gardens,  Bambalapitiya,  husband of 
Udeshi,  father of Andrea & Shalan,  brother 
of Suralini,  brother-in-law of Suminda. 
Remains lie at A.F. Raymond’s Funeral 
Directors. Cremation at 4.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday 13th April at General Cemetery,  
Borella. 028532

This article is written with 
regard to the 70th birthday of Ven. 
Meegahathenne Chandasiri Thera 
that fell on February 22.

As Chief Incumbent of the 
Mahindarama in Ethul Kotte, 
Chief of Sri Jayawardenepura Sri 
Kalyani Samagi Dharma Maha 
Sanga Sabha and Chief Secretary 
of Sri Lanka Nippon Educational 
and Cultural Centre, Ven. Meega-
hathenne Chandasiri Thera is an 
eminent Bhikkhu who has shown 
great leadership and rendered 
countless social services.

Born on February 22, 1951, in 
Meegahathenna, Kalutara, the 
Bhikkhu had his initial education 
at the Meegahathenna Primary 
School. Being much devoted to 
Buddhism from childhood, he was 
ordained as a monk on February 
15, 1963. Subsequently, the thera 
mastered Dhamma, discipline, 
and languages at the Meegaha-
thenna Vidyarama Pririvena.

The thera rendered a yeoman 

service not only as a Dhamma 
teacher, but also as the Deputy 
Principal of the Ananda Sasthra-
laya in Kotte. The most memora-
ble of his undertakings is the 
establishment of the Sri Lankan 
Nippon Educational and Cultural 
Centre. For the past 35 years, Ven. 
Chandasiri Thera has provided an 
unstinted service as the centre’s 
Chief Secretary.

Around 14,000 students in 118 
Divisional Centres have been 
awarded scholarships under the 
patronage of Japanese Foster Par-
ent scholarships programme that 
the thera initiated with Japanese 
aid. Moreover, 14 preschools have 
been constructed with the patron-
age of Japanese donors. Ven. 
Chandasiri Thera’s other activi-
ties include the establishment of a 
Japanese Language School for 
youth looking for foreign employ-
ment, assisting special needs chil-
dren in Kotte, conducting student 
personality development pro-

grammes, and providing urgent 
accident benefits to students.

The Bhikkhu also set up a tem-
ple and biodiversity garden in 
Diyawanna. He was able to get 
contributions from past scholars 
of the Nippon Centre, as well as 
from Sri Lankan expatriates. Ven. 
Chandasiri Thera is the one and 
only Sri Lankan who got the rare 
opportunity to address the 
Japanse Members of Parliament at 
the Silver Hall, regarding ‘Peace 
and Development in Sri Lanka’.

The annual commemoration of 
all late Sri Lankan and Japanese 
donors could not be held last year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Instead, Ven. Meegahathenne 
Chandasiri Thera and the Nippon 
Centre decided to donate pharma-
ceuticals worth Rs.1 million to the 
Maharagama Apeksha Hospital.

VeN. GawaraGiriya 
PemarathaNa thera
Senior Dhamma Instructor,
Royal College, Colombo 07

triBUte Ven. meegasthanne Chandasiri thera

he rendered a yeoman service to the public

The officer and gentleman
Who shined in Sri Lankan Police
One of the smartest in uniform
To adorn that high-ranking office
Through skill and ability
He brought honour to his office
With honesty and integrity
He served with rejoice
Commencing his career
In the upcountry range
In Traffic and Road Safety
Soon he gained a name
Many national events
And international frame
He skillfully handled with
Honour and fame
Being one of the assignments
in his illustrious career
He was privileged to serve
In the VIP frontier
In those challenging times
Without any fear or favour
He served President JRJ
With promptness and cheer
Another milestone
In his colorful career
Was being appointed
To Lead the northern frontier
During the height of the war
That was becoming severe

He showed his mettle
Without any iota of fear
Humaneness was in his heart
All the time
Everyone he treated with kindness
And a smile
Whilst he had friends from many 

walks of life
Never lost the common touch
With his unassuming style
To his family and friends
He was a pillar of strength
Reputation and respect
Was his much earned wealth
To many in distress
He did support in stealth
His greatness will remain
Our hearts as an epitome of strength!

iNDrajith SeNaDhira

DiG Camillus abeygoonewardena

Steadfast and 
brave

With a very heavy heart, I forced myself to 
write this appreciation to our beloved uncle on 
his first death anniversary. We were very 
attached to him from our early childhood. On 
many occasions, I forced myself to write an 
appreciation, but inner emotions prevented me 
from doing so. But at last, I strengthened my 
heart and forced myself to write it.

Among our three maternal uncles, Uma 
Mama was very attached to his only sister’s 
children from our early days. More than an 
uncle, he played the role of a best friend with us 
throughout our life. As the last younger sibling 
to my mother, he was very attached to my 
mother as well.

When we were very small, he joined the Sri 
Lankan Air Force as a technical officer and 
served his motherland until 1983. During his 
tenure, he never failed to prove his sincerity and 
dedication. As a result, he won many prestigious 
awards. After retirement, he migrated with his 
family tothe United Kingdom.

When he was working at the China Bay Air 
Base in Trincomalee, he used to visit us every 
fortnight. We were waiting for his arrival as he 
used to bring big boxes of chocolates and bis-
cuits. He was a very open-minded, outspoken, 
and a strict disciplinarian. He always cultivated 
very good virtues among us.

When we were small, he used to play so many 
outdoor and indoor games with us.  He was very 
much close to my mother. As the last sibling of 
my mother, he was more than an uncle, as he 
played the role of a good playmate, friend, and 
mentor to us. He used to take us for outings and 
treated us to delicious ice cream, cakes, and 
grams. He was very much delighted to eat pea-
nuts and grams.

During his vacations, he cleaned our house 
and polished all brass and silverware. He loved 
gardening and brought plants from faraway 
places and planted them. With my maternal 
grandfather, he made our ancestral house garden 
look like a paradise in Jaffna. Even after he 
migrated to the United Kingdom in 1991, he 

never failed to maintain close links with his 
earlier friends with whom he was serving at the 
Air force. 

He was very attached to his sister (my moth-
er) and parents (my grandparents). Until his 

last breath, he was concerned about my mother’s 
health and our welfare. Every year until June, 
2019, he visited us and spent time with us. 
Unfortunately, we never expected that was his 
last visit. He never felt that we were grown-ups. 
He always treated us like small children and 
brought boxes of chocolate from London.

Until he was admitted to the hospital, he used 
to speak to us on alternate days. He considered 
us as his own children and never showed any 
discrimination. 

He was a proud uncle who spoke about our 
achievements withothers. Until the end of his 
life, his thoughts were with us. When I spoke to 
him a few days before his admission to the hos-
pital, he spoke with me full of emotions. I never 
thought that was my last meeting with him. We 
never expected his unexpected demise by the 
deadly COVID-19 virus, which took thousands 
of precious lives from this world. 

Uma Mama was blessed with a very good 
personality, yet outside he looked like a very 
tough person. He was very liberal in nature and 
also he felt happiness in giving and sharing his 
wealth with others. He married my aunt Shiva 
in 1967 and led a very happy and prosperous 
life. She was a very quiet, soft-spoken, and hum-
ble lady. She was a great gift to our uncle. He 
was blessed with two daughters: Damayanthi 
and Krishanti. Both of them are very good cous-
ins of mine.

He was a good father-in-law to both of his 
sons-in-law. He was a very proud and caring 
grandfather to all of his grandchildren. He was 
very attached to his only grandson Arun, who 
excels in his studies and completed his post-
graduate studies at the University of Oxford. 
Today, he is reading for his PhD. Uma Mama  
never failed to show his love and affection to his 
two granddaughters Shivani and Banu as well.

I hope Uma Mama was blessed with a very 
good worldly life and practised virtues. May his 
soul rest in peace!

His ever-loving niece,
Dr. SUBaShiNi PathmaNathaN

Chelliah Umapathy

A dedicated family man 

Uma Mama was blessed 
with a very good 

personality, yet outside he 
looked like a very tough 

person. He was very liberal 
in nature and also he felt 
happiness in giving and 
sharing his wealth with 

others. He married my aunt 
Shiva in 1967 and led a 

very happy and prosperous 
life. She was a very quiet, 
soft-spoken, and humble 
lady. She was a great gift 

to our uncle.

Ranjit Mervin Fernando, who passed away on 
June 29, 2020, was the son of W. Reginald Fer-
nando and Mercy Joan Fernando, and a scion of 
the late W. Hendrick Fernando of the ‘Moratu 
Sangamaya’.  

Ranjit was admitted to the kindergarten of S. 
Thomas’ College, Mt. Lavinia. As his father was 
on paramedical duty at Kurunagala, Ranjit was 
left in the care of his mother’s cousin Lydia de 
Silva at Lunawa. Later, he was placed in the care 
of his father’s siblings at Lakshapathiya.  

I took him and my faithful aide Andiris by train 
from Angulana to Mount Lavinia and then to S. 
Thomas’s College. Andiris used to take him home 
after school until Ranjit was old enough to look 
after himself. When Ranjit’s father was trans-
ferred to Colombo, he took Ranjit to school.  

From his early days at S. Thomas’ College, 
Ranjit showed prowess in both studies and crick-
et. He was made the captain of the Under 12 and 
Under 14 teams. In 1959, Ranjit was selected for 
the First XI cricket team and played in the Royal-
Thomian Tournament under A.D Fernandes.  

Ranjit was a stylish left-handed batsman. His 
batsmanship was commended in a college maga-
zine. In 1960, he played under M.L. Idroos, and 
captained in 1961. He was the second Moratu-
wite to captain the college’s cricket team and was 
also Head Prefect at that time.  

While Ranjit was living in Lakshapathiya, he 
attended St. Matthias’ Sunday School and won 
several prizes at the annual prize-giving. He later 
became a Sunday school teacher, was elected as a 
warden of the church, and also served as a treas-
urer of the church. As a treasurer, his accounting 
background enabled him to make prudent deci-
sions. At the recently-held Annual General Meet-
ing of the St. Matthias’ Church, Ranjit was 
remembered for the wise decisions he took when 
he was the treasurer/warden.  

At the end of his school career, Ranjit, his 
father, and I went to meet a paternal uncle of 

mine to enquire whether he could accept Ranjit 
as a creeper on one of his estates. He went 
through Ranjit’s credentials and suggested that it 
was better for him to become an accountant than 
become a planter.  

Ranjit then followed a Chartered Accountancy 
Course and passed its intermediate examination. 
This qualification enabled him to become an 
accountant of the Ceylon Fertiliser Corporation. 
After some time, he was promoted to Shipping 
Manager. He left the corporation after rising in 
ranks to become its General Manager.  

Thereafter, Ranjit joined CIC Holdings PLC as 
its Human Resources Manager and later contin-
ued as a Human Resources Consultant. He cap-
tained the respective cricket teams at both places 
and played cricket for Moratuwa SC under D.D. 
Jayasinghe. He later captained Moratuwa SC.  

Ranjit was a prominent member of S. Thomas’ 

College Old Boys’ Association. 
He helped them with their pay-
roll work for 10 years. He was 
also a guest of honour at the 
136th ‘Battle of the Blues’, 
which was held on March 15, 
2015. He had a long and close 
association with his alma mater 
from 1950 until his demise.  

Ranjit married Preetha, daughter of J.H.L. de 
Silva and Julie de Silva. They became an exem-
plary and loving Christian couple. He was a 
devoted father to his two daughters Rammika and 
Shehara, as well as to his two sons-in-law Man-
dana Abeywardena and Samitha Fernando.  

Ranjit was also an adoring grandfather to 
Devishka, Ramishka, and Shenura. They all knew 
how much he loved them. They were a united and 
closely-knit family. His sudden passing was pain-
ful to all his family and friends. It was especially 
heartbreaking for Rammika and Shehara and 
their families as they could not say their final 
goodbyes to him due to COVID-19 restrictions; 
they are living in South Africa and the UK, 
respectively.  

On June 29, Ranjit and Preetha attended the 
7:00 a.m. Holy Mass at St Matthias’ Church and 
returned home after the service was over. He had 
later collapsed while giving his dog a bath. He 
was admitted to the Kalubowila Hospital and was 
later pronounced dead. A physician had said that 
even if he had recovered, he would not have been 
able to lead a normal life. Therefore, God, in his 
mercy, called him home.  

Ranjit had implicit faith in the Lord. With all 
his achievements and talents, he was a humble 
person who lived a simple life. He was also a very 
considerate and upright, and always stood up for 
what was right. He always maintained cordial 
relations with his relatives and neighbours.  

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.  
N.t.B FerNaNDo

r.m. Fernando

A versatile sportsman 
From his early days at S. Thomas’ College, Ranjit showed prowess in 
both studies and cricket. He was made the captain of the Under 12 

and Under 14 teams. In 1959, Ranjit was selected for the First XI 
cricket team and played in the Royal-Thomian Tournament under 

A.D Fernandes. Ranjit was a stylish left-handed batsman. His 
batsmanship was commended in a college magazine... He was the 
second Moratuwite to captain the college’s cricket team and was 

also Head Prefect at that time.  



Sri Lankan Ambassador to Qatar Mohamed Mafaz Mohideen presented his credentials to Qatar Emir Sheikh Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al Thani at the Amiri Diwan, recently. Picture by Ruzaik Farook

A special ceremony to felicitate prominent female person-
alities in the Eastern Province was held at the Trincomalee 
Jubilee Hall recently. Eastern Province Governor Anuradha 
Yahampath was the chief guest at the event. Here, Governor 
Yahampath handing over an award to Eastern Province 
Indigenous Department Commissioner Dr. R. Srithar. Picture 
by I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Corr.
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BAkTHI MENDIS

The Treasury has allocated 
Rs.330 million to provide uniforms 
to schoolchildren for 2022. 

It will take steps to provide 
these funds to the State Ministry 

of Infrastructure and Education 
Services for Women and Child 
Development, Pre-Schools, and 
Primary Education Schools in the 
future.

The government has decided to 

procure school uniform suppliers 
only from local textile manufactur-
ers registered under the Ministry 
of Industry and Supply Manage-
ment. 

The Ministry of Education has 

been providing free school uni-
forms to students of government 
and government-affiliated schools, 
and to student monks and lay-stu-
dents of government-approved 
pirivenas since 1993.

Treasury allocates Rs.330 
million for school uniforms

A naval operation con-
ducted in the seas off Koch-
chikade, Negombo, led to 
the arrests of six persons 
with 770kg of kendu leaves 
that was to be smuggled 
into the island last Satur-
day.  

In the operation, the 
Western Naval Command 
intercepted three dinghies 
approaching the island and 
found 770kg of kendu 
leaves in 22 packages. Con-
cealed in the dinghies were 
also 5kg of cardamoms. 
The suspects also had 
Rs.155,000 with them at 
the time.

The suspects have been 

identified as residents of 
Bangadeniya and Andaraga-
ma. The individuals,  
together with the seized 

contraband, have been 
handed over to the Katu-
nayake Customs Office for 
legal action.

Navy seizes 770kg 
of smuggled kendu leaves

DHANuSHkA GoDAkuMBuRA
The Government is focusing on 

establishing a statutory body with the 
aim of lowering the rising numbers of 
traffic accidents.

Accordingly, the current National 
Council for Road Safety is to be con-
verted into a National Commission for 
Transport Safety with jurisdictional 
expansion under a formal legal frame-

work. The Government has taken this 
decision due to the increasing number 
of traffic accidents that have had a 
negative impact on economic and 
social development in the country.

A Government spokesperson said 
that the main objectives behind the 
establishment of the institute were to 
minimise traffic accidents and address 
their aftermaths.

SuBASHINI SENANAYAkE
Police arrested 925 over various 

offences during a special operation 
conducted in the Western Province 
between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.

The Police Media Spokesman's 
Office stated that 40 suspects have 

been arrested over criminal offences, 
306 over arrest warrants, and 518 
over corruption.

Police Media Spokesman DIG Ajith 
Rohana stated a number of special 
search operations will be carried out 
throughout the country during the 
next few days.

RAkSHANA SHRIYANTHA
Police uncovered a racket where 

stolen goods were being sold over the 
internet recently. They have urged 
people to be careful when buying 
goods online.

The suspects are selling electrical 
and electronic equipment, as well as 
jewellery and books over the internet 
at low prices, police said. 

They deliver the goods in a place 
where there are no close-up surveil-
lance cameras, which the public does 
not pay much attention to, officers 
added.

Currently, the EMI numbers of all 
stolen mobile phones are published on 
the website www.ineed.police.lk main-
tained by Sri Lanka Police. Investiga-
tions are continuing.

Government to set up 
statutory body for traffic 
accident prevention

925 arrested in Special 
Police Operation

Police warn public over 
stolen goods cyber sales

The seized kendu packages. Picture courtesy: Navy Media Unit.

ARIYAPALA WANSHATHILAkE, 
Kurunegala Central Special Corr.

The indictments against the Kurune-
gala Mayor Thushara Sanjeewa  With-
arana, his father, and two others, will 
be heard on May 3 before  Kurunegala 
High Court Judge Mapa Bandara. 

In this case, Mayor Witharana, along 
with his father Sunil  Witharana, H.P. 
Nihal Justin, and Sunil Tharanga, were 
charged with  abducting a person along 
with a motorcycle worth of Rs.85,000 
on  September 07, 2007, at Doratiyawa 
in Hewapola.

Indictments against Kurunegala Mayor, 
three others to be heard on May 3

I.L.M. RIzAN,
Addalaichenai Central Corr.

A two-day handicraft exhibition and fair 
organised held by Samurdhi beneficiaries 
from the Ampara District was held at the 
Kannahi Amman Temple in Karaithivu, 
recently.

Karaithivu Divisional Samurdhi Bank 
Manager S. Sathees inaugurated the event. 
Karathivu Divisional Secretary S. Jegarasan, 
Ampara Additional District Secretary V. 
Jegatheesan, Nintavur Divisional Secretary 
M. Ansar, and Karaithivu Assistant Divi-
sional Secretary S. Partheepan were also 
present.

Products made of reed, palmyrah, coconut 
and palm, as well as traditional sweetmeats, 
handloom products, rice flour products, recy-
cled products, exotic plants, toys, and house-
hold items were among the products on 
exhibition and sale.  

Two-day Handicraft Exhibition and Fair held in Karaithivu

Ampara Additional District Secretary V. Jegatheesan and others inspecting the exhibits. Picture by I.L.M. Rizan, 
Addalaichenai Central Corr.

Rear Admiral Nishantha Samarasinghe 
retired after a 34-year Naval Career yester-
day, the Navy stated in a press release. The 
outgoing senior officer, who also celebrated 
his 55th birthday yesterday, was welcomed 
by Navy Commander Vice-Admiral Nishan-
tha Ulugetenne and a Guard of Honour at 
the Naval Headquarters, the statement 
read.   

Rear Admiral Nishantha Samarasinghe 
joined the Sri Lanka Navy in 1986 as an 
officer cadet of the 14th intake and ren-
dered a yeoman service to the organisation. 
He has held key appointments such as 
Director Naval Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering (P&U), Director Naval Electri-
cal and Electronic Engineering (System), 
Commodore Electrical and Electronic Engi-
neering Department (West), as well as 
Director Naval Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering (Fleet, Weapons, and Elec-
tronics).  

Rear Admiral Nishantha 
Samarasinghe retires

Rear Admiral Nishantha Samarasinghe with Navy Commander Vice-Admi-
ral Nishantha ulugetenne. Picture courtesy: Navy Media unit.



DN page 8 T U E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 3 ,  2 0 2 1EDITORIAL

 

Joy is the simplest form of gratitude. 
- Karl Barth  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

  P
eople celebrate the Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year with renewed hope on this occasion 
after over a year of anxiety about a pan-
demic that resulted in an effectively can-
celled Aluth Avurudda in 2020. Though 

there are some restrictions this year as well, by and 
large the people are in a celebratory mood, and they 
may as well enjoy the season because it is primarily 
ordinary folk that shouldered the burden that came 
their way unexpectedly due to the disruption of the 
economy and normal life due to COVID.  

However, even in this year of renewal, and one might 
even say redemption after the stultifying restrictions 
of last year, we still have the ghoulish elements that 
seem determined to rob people of the celebration 
and renewal that they so richly deserve after all they 
have endured. The striking train workers simply 
should have had better timing. The matter seems to 
have been settled at least for the moment — but it is 
not the status of the strike but the fact that the peo-
ple were dealing with very anxious moments as they 
faced the crucial Avurudu weekend, that is impor-
tant.   

This comment will come back to the subject of Avu-
rudu disruptions, but the purpose of these words in 
this space is to encourage people of all walks of life 
belonging to whichever religion, class or creed to 
partake in the spirit of renewal that this year’s cele-
bration in particular embodies. The worst is certainly 
behind us. Without our traditional rituals marking the 
transition from the old year to the new, we as a peo-
ple are not complete. But last year, those rituals of 
transition were largely abandoned in the larger inter-
ests of the community. It does not mean that this 
year’s good cheer in this time of renewal, will be 
marked by excess.  

An abundance of caution is being advised, and all will 
relate to that sentiment. Even so, there is some 
anxiety that certain over exuberant elements will 
take the season as a licence to abandon restraint. 
Though such anxieties are natural, it seems safe to 
say that there will not be a significant breach of the 
rules — written and unwritten — that would call for a 
guarded but abundant celebration.  

The people have shown remarkable maturity in the 
last year in which we faced the COVID crisis. The 
community has been exemplary. We have not had 
vigilantes causing ugly confrontations over issues 
such as mask-wearing, which other countries have 
witnessed and the people have shown a remarkable 
aptitude to police themselves.   

This spirit will be retained through the New Year holi-
days, and though there may be some inconvenience 
at a minimal level, ordinary folk are ready to override 
these negatives and come together in celebration. 
Above all, they know they owe it to each other. There 
isn’t a single person who has not made tremendous 
sacrifices these past 12 months or so, and this 
accounts for the healthy dose of mutual empathy 
that prevails, and that is the social unguent that will 
make this festive season a memorable one that it 
deserves to be, despite the tribulations still faced by 
the people due to the lingering effects of a pandem-
ic now on its way out.  

There have been Avurudu Celebrations before, that 
have been marred by crisis. Significantly, it is 50 
years since the first JVP insurrection and its worth 
remembering that the tumultuous events of that cri-
sis occurred just before the Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year celebration. The first rumblings of the crisis 
occurred on April 5, 1971, and the disruptive events 
went on for almost two months.  

Be it train strikes or insurrections that mar the spirit of 
festive celebrations in the Avurudu season, it has 
always been the case that the people’s spirit has 
prevailed over the mistimed misdeeds of disruptive 
elements. This reality is true for 2021 as it was true 
50 years ago in 1971. Those who may be planning 
more disruptions including strikes or similar tactics 
are advised not to try.  

There is no public sympathy for these actions. It is not 
to say that legitimate worker grievances or any other 
airing of grievances is not legitimate, but anyone 
who disrupts, or even thinks of disrupting the quiet 
but vibrant celebrations on the cards particularly this 
year after the cancelled festivities at this time in 2020 
— will simply be ghoulish, period.  

There will be no public empathy for any of these ele-
ments, and hence, they will be doing a disservice to 
whatever cause they seek to espouse. The people 
are silently sensitive to all the activities of political 
campaigners etc. even as they get about their nor-
mal lives. They certainly will have little patience for 
those who are seeking narrow advantage when the 
vast majority of society has been selfless, and has 
been functioning in a spirit of sacrifice and dedica-
tion to a grander cause than just themselves and 
their own.   

There is little doubt that the festivities will fully embody 
that spirit of survival, and of overcoming any chal-
lenge, no matter how daunting.  

A time for festivity
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LIONEL WIJESIRI  

T
he Sinhala and Tamil New Year 
is upon us. This is the time of 
family togetherness, the tempt-
ing aroma of the fragrant 
sweets, whole variety of tradi-
tional games - and the unique 
celebrations made up of a com-

plex motley that includes facets of indigenous, 
Sinhala, Hindu and astrology-based customs 
and rituals.  

Astrologically, when the sun moves from the 
Meena Rashiya (House of Pisces) to the Mesha 
Rashiya (House of Aries) in the celestial sphere, 
Sinhala Buddhists and Hindu Tamils will begin 
celebrating their Aluth Avurudda and Puth-
thandu respectively. According to Hindu 
mythology, once in every year, ‘Indradeva’, the 
Prince of Peace descends upon the earth to 
ensure peace and happiness among individuals. 
The colour of dress he wears varies each year 
and the astrologers advise us to wear that par-
ticular colour during the festival season.  

The timing of the Sinhala and Tamil New 
year coincides with the New Year celebrations 
of many traditional calendars of South and 
Southeast Asia. The festival has close sem-
blance to the Thai New year, Bengali New Year, 
Cambodian New Year, Lao New Year, and 
Thingyan in Myanmar. In India, we find Vai-
sakhi in North and central India, Rongali Bihu 
in Assam, Puthandu in Tamil Nadu, Vishu in 
Kerala, Bishuva Sankranti in Odisha and Poila 
Boishakh in Bengal.  

The Aluth Avurudda has been one of the 
most significant annual festivals for Sinhala 
Buddhists, but its exact beginning is lost in the 
history. Robert Knox recalls that Aluth Avu-
rudda was a major annual festival of the Sinha-
lese which was grandly celebrated in late March 
with royal patronage. This was during the peri-
od 1659 to 1678 when Knox was a prisoner in 
Kandy.  

The historians believe that the Nayakkar 
Kings of Southern India who ruled during the 
latter part of the Kandyan Kingdom would have 
shifted the festival to April to fall in line with 
the Tamil New Year, thus preventing Sinhalese 
and Tamils having two separate festivals in suc-
cessive months. Historical records indicate that 
the British rulers declared Sinhala and Tamil 
New Year as a holiday in 1885.  

Customs and rituals  

The Sinhala Buddhists and the Tamil Hindus 
get ready for this traditional and cultural festi-
val from March itself. Homes are cleaned and all 
unwanted items are disposed, making the set-
ting clean and tidy to mark a new beginning. 
Sweetmeats are prepared and new clothes pur-
chased. The traditional oil lamp is lit at the 
auspicious time.  

The sound of firecrackers and the rhythm of 
‘Rabana’ signal the dawn of the ‘Aluth Avurud-
da’. As the Aluth Avurudda sets in, the hearth is 
lit by the lady of the house and the traditional 
pot of milk is boiled. The traditional Aluth Avu-
rudda dish “kiribath” follows. At the table, kiri-
bath, bananas and many other delicacies 
become the centerpiece. Families sit around the 
table and share the kiribath, as the head of the 
family offers it to all members. After this the oil 
lamp is lit and the feast commences.  

Every ritual is performed at an auspicious 
time. After meals, children show respect to 
their elders by offering sheaves of betel and 

elders bless them. Plates of sweets and other 
delicacies are exchanged between neighbours. 
After main rituals including oil-anointing are 
over, the celebrations move out into available 
open spaces where various traditional games 
and other activities begin.  

The Tamil Hindus also celebrate the same 
Aluth Avurudda, commonly known as ‘Puth-
thandu’, by observing the customs and rituals 
practised by ancestors over the years. However, 
they are slightly different to those of the Sinha-
lese. The auspicious occasion of Puththandu is 
also popularly known as Varusha Pirappu or the 
birth of Aluth Avurudda.  

People celebrate Puththandu by following 
specific customs and rituals. On the day of the 
Avurudda, during the auspicious time, Maruthu 
Neer - clean water boiled with various herbs, 
selected flowers and leaves, milk, saffron and 
other ingredients are made by the priests in 
temples. They take bath with this “maruthu 
neer” by placing some water on the head.  

After this event, new clothes are worn and 
once the Aluth Avurudda is born families 
assemble for prayer at their home. The worship-
ping begins with lighting the traditional lamp 
(Kuthu Vilakku). Then the whole family heads 
to the temple for pooja and prayers. The elders 
in the family bless the children, who worship 
them and seek their blessings and good wishes.  

Critical part of culture  

During the New Year festival, the respect for 
ancestral ways, backed by rites and rituals, cus-

toms and traditions has opened our vision to 
understand that it is important to adhere to 
basic principles of morality. It is a festival which 
conveys to us the simple way of life possessed 
with good sentiments including the mainte-
nance of social order. It is also a festival which 
communicates to us the value in all matters 
needed to maintain peace and prosperity among 
the community.  

Customs and rituals followed in the Aluth 
Avurudda represent a critical piece of our cul-
ture. They help form the structure and founda-
tion of our families and our society. They 
remind us that we are part of a history that 
defines our past, shapes who we are today and 
who we are likely to become. Once we ignore 
the meaning of our traditions, we’re in danger 
of damaging the underpinning of our identity.  

Customs and rituals contribute a sense of 
comfort and belonging. It brings families 
together and enables people to reconnect with 
friends. 

They reinforce values such as freedom, faith, 
integrity, personal responsibility, a strong work 
ethic, and the value of being selfless. They pro-
vide a forum to showcase role models and cele-
brate the things that really matter in life. They 
offer a chance to say “thank you” for the contri-
bution that someone has made. They enable us 
to showcase the principles of our past genera-
tions, celebrate diversity, and unite as a country. 
They serve as an avenue for creating lasting 
memories for our families and friends. They 
offer an excellent context for meaningful pause 
and reflection.  

During this festive period, as leaders, role 
models, and parents, we must strive to utilize 
every opportunity available to us to reinforce 
the values and beliefs that we hold dear. The 
alternative to action is taking these values for 
granted. The result is that our beliefs will get so 
diluted, over time, that our way of life will 
become foreign to us.  

It’s like good health. You may take it for 
granted until you lose it. If we disregard our 
values, we’ll open our eyes one day and won’t be 
able to recognize “our world” anymore. The 
values that support the backbone of our coun-
try, our family, and our faith will have drifted for 
so long that the fabric of our society will be 
torn.  

These customs and rituals have come down 
to us through the ages because they are 
ingrained in our history and culture. For thou-
sands of years our ancestors, the inhabitants of 
this island built up a highly organised agrarian 
civilization based on the principles of harmoni-
ous co-existence with nature, non-violence, tol-
erance and peace.  

The Aluth Avurudda demonstrates our 
national ethos with its characteristic emphasis 
of the renewal and reaffirmation of goodwill 
within families and among neighbours and in 
the series of ritualistic customs, practices and 
observances that are meant to revitalize an 
essential link between man and nature.  

Sinhala and Tamil New Year, is a festival that 
has stood the test of time. It has enriched our 
culture, emotionally aroused our society and 
blessed our nation so much so that today the 
“Aluth Avuruddha” has emerged as the coun-
try’s premier National Festival.   

(This article, first published in the Daily 
News on April 12, 2020, is republished in trib-
ute to journalist and author Lionel Wijesiri 
who passed away recently).   

Avurudu Aroma 
around the corner

The sound of firecrackers and the 
rhythm of ‘Rabana’ signal the dawn of 

the ‘Aluth Avurudda’.  As the Aluth 
Avurudda sets in, the hearth is lit by the 
lady of the house and the traditional pot 

of milk is boiled. The traditional Aluth 
Avurudda dish “kiribath” follows. At the 
table, kiribath, bananas and many other 

delicacies become the centerpiece. 
Families sit around the table and share 
the kiribath, as the head of the family 
offers it to all members. After this the 

oil lamp is lit and the feast commences.  
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LALINDA SUGATHADASA  

T
here is indeed little doubt that Central 
Banks and major firms around the world 
have heaved a sigh of relief in light of the 
announcement from LIBOR’s administra-
tor, ICE Benchmark Administration (IBA), 

that it would continue to publish overnight and one, 
three, six and 12 month USD LIBOR settings until June 
30, 2023.  

Sri Lanka, with a relatively high dollarised debt (USD 
56 billion, or 67% of the GDP in 2019), is likely to have 
a substantial exposure to USD LIBOR and the current 
picture is expected to remain more or less the same for 
the next five years.  

The Alternative Reference Rate Committee (ARRC), 
the body that is tasked with facilitating the USD LIBOR 
transition, has identified SOFR as the preferred replace-
ment rate and is urging market participants to continue 
to push ahead with the transition.  

It is true that the postponement has greatly eased Sri 
Lanka’s worries in this respect, but that should not be a 
reason for market participants to be complacent and treat 
it as a simple administrative change in the benchmark 
rates.  

Orderly transition from LIBOR and the adoption of 
Alternative Reference Rates (ARRs) should continue to 
be encouraged to promote financial system stability. This 
requires the collective efforts of Sri Lanka’s regulator, the 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) and other domestic 
market participants.  

The purpose of this article is to serve as a primer on 
the path forward for LIBOR phaseout and the adoption of 
a Risk-Free Rate (RFR) in Sri Lanka.  

Developments in the region  

The COVID-19 crisis may have hindered transition 
progress in the region, however several milestones were 
still met last year. First and foremost, the conventions for 
a series of SOFR linked cross-currency basis swaps 
(CNY/USD, SGD/USD, MYR/USD) were finalised in Asia 
last year.  

Meanwhile, billions of dollars worth of SOFR refer-
enced debt instruments have already being issued in 
Asia. Moreover, major jurisdictions in the region have 
adopted their own overnight RFRs to replace existing 
interbank offer rates (IBORs) – including in Hong Kong 
(HONIA), Japan (TONIA), Australia (AONIA), Thai-
land (THOR), Indonesia (IndONIA), Malaysia (AOIR) 
and Singapore (SORA).  

Unfortunately, the South Asian market is lagging 
behind its East Asian counterparts. The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the regulator that the CBSL often turns to 
for inspiration, has taken some strides with respect to the 
LIBOR transition, putting plans in motion to replace 
India’s widely used MIFOR, which is linked to LIBOR. In 
addition, the Central Bank of the South Asia’s third larg-
est economy, Bangladesh Bank, has released a policy 
document outlining a strategy to phase out LIBOR.  

As of now, Sri Lanka does not have a synthetic LIBOR 
linked index such as SOR, MIFOR or THBFIX. The 
CBSL suspended compilation and publication of Sri 
Lanka Interbank Offered Rate (SLIBOR) last year and 
announced that an ARR is in the works for market par-
ticipants to use in future.  

Sri Lanka’s context  

The magnitude of Sri Lanka’s exposure to LIBOR in the 
form of loans, bonds, derivatives, and deposits is hard to 
judge – let alone measure those that expire after the end of 
June 2023. Though comparatively a shallower market, it is 
worthwhile to investigate the nature of LIBOR-
linked instruments in Sri Lanka.  

The Government of Sri Lanka 
(GoSL) is the entity with the 
single most exposure to 
LIBOR in the country. 
The GoSL bor-

rows long-term (over 10 years) from bilateral agencies or 
multilateral institutions to fund large-scale development 
projects. Typically, these are denominated in USD or EUR, 
hence the loans with variable interest rates are linked to 
USD LIBOR or EURIBOR, both of which are set to be 
phased out.  

In addition, the GoSL raises medium-term syndicated 
credit lines (for instance the Foreign Currency Term Financ-
ing Facility recently set up by the GoSL) from international 
and domestic banks and investment houses from time to 
time which may have exposure to a base rate such as 
LIBOR. The GoSL also issues Sri Lanka Development 
Bonds (SLDBs), a series of Eurobonds, from time to time to 
raise foreign currency (FC) reserves, where the floating rate 
notes are linked to USD LIBOR.  

By far, domestic banks are the most vibrant of all when it 
comes to exposure to LIBOR. Domestic banks have LIBOR 
exposure on both the asset and liability side of their balance 
sheets and have exposure through a myriad of modalities. 
The bulk of the exposure on the liability side are through 
long-term subordinated loans from international banks and 
multilateral agencies. In addition, a limited number of banks 
offer variable interest rate eurocurrency deposits, which 
pays LIBOR plus a margin.  

Exposures on the asset side are mainly from lending to 
large corporates, typically as bilateral loans with relatively 
softer securities, and sometimes as syndicated loans. State 
banks also have large FC exposures to Sri Lanka’s largest 
State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) such as utilities and the 
national airline.  

Domestic banks also have considerable amounts of float-
ing rate SLDBs on their balance sheets. Banks hedge 
the interest rate risk arising from FC floating rate 
instruments through interest rate swaps 
(IRS) and offer OTC IRS as a part of 
their product offerings to cli-

ents. However, the market for FC IRS is comparatively small 
in Sri Lanka.  

Some of the large non-bank SOEs have obtained short-
term FC floating rate loans from international banks, typi-
cally against pledged securities. In certain instances, state 
banks have extended overdraft facilities linked to LIBOR to 
these SOEs. It is also quite possible for Sri Lanka’s state-
owned petroleum company to have some LIBOR exposure 
via non-financial contracts.  

In addition, large private firms occasionally fund their 
short to medium-term offshore operations through FC bor-
rowings, often from non-state domestic banks as collateral-
ised floating rate loans. There are few instances where large 
scale borrowings were obtained as syndicated loans. The 
use of derivatives among Sri Lankan corporates to hedge 
their interest rate risk is limited; even in these limited cases, 
they use plain vanilla swaps.  

Risks  

There seemed to be widespread incredulity about the 
repercussions of the LIBOR phaseout among both banks 
and corporates alike, which has led to complacency. The 
risks for firms range from operational risk to reputational 
risk, and the lack of market readiness could have a sub-
stantial impact on the profitability and access to Eurodol-
lar markets.  

Borrowers run the risk of facing a potential increase in 
interest expense if the existing credit agreement triggers 
an alternative rate once LIBOR ceases to exist, such as 
the prime rate, which has historically been higher than 
the LIBOR. To avoid this fate, borrowers must either 
seek an amendment or prepay the loan in advance.  

The vast majority of derivative contracts in Sri Lanka 
are either standard 2006 ISDA master agreements or 
some version of them. The existing fallback provisions in 
these contracts are grossly inadequate to handle a perma-
nent cessation of the reference rate and hence, the float-
ing leg of such derivatives will be impaired rendering the 
instrument completely inoperable.  

There seemed to be a divergence of fallback protocols 
(i.e., mode of the benchmark replacement, spread adjust-
ments, trigger events) between derivates and cash prod-
ucts which results in some degree of basis risk for market 
participants.  

Roadmap  

Given the risks associated with LIBOR transi-
tion, it is absolutely necessary for the CBSL, 

banks, and firms to act with urgency to 
formulate exit strategies at the product, 

firm, and market levels.  
At the product level, two main 
approaches have emerged to deal with 
the LIBOR phase out. Under the 

Amendment approach, the borrow-
er, agent or originator chooses a 
replacement rate and spread 

adjustment and the lender or 
majority of the lenders have 
five days to object. An objec-

tion triggers the parties to 
adopt a prime-based rate in 

the absence of a mutually agreeable replacement rate. The 
second approach, the Hardwired approach, considers a 
preset fallback to change the replacement rate to an ARR 
(SOFR in most cases in Sri Lanka) plus a modified spread 
prescribed or recommended by ARRC or ISDA.  

The derivatives market is more likely to adopt the Hard-
wired approach where the RFR is compounded in arrears. 
For common legacy derivatives such as IRS, it is necessary 
for the parties to adhere to the ISDA fallbacks protocol while 
for new contracts they should apply the ISDA fallbacks sup-
plement. In certain cases, the parties may decide that the 
unwinding of legacy derivative positions is more prudent 
than making contractual amendments.  

For legacy cash products – including collateralised loans, 
credit lines, syndicated loans, and term loans – the ARRC 
has recommended to follow the Amendment approach, 
while newer issuances should incorporate the Hardwired 
fallback. For cash products, the ARR will be calculated in 
advance in the absence of forward-looking term rates.  

Existing floating Eurocurrency deposits are less likely to 
be a problem for banks due to the limited number of such 
deposits. Banks can either allow the rate to fall back to a 
fixed rate or amend the rate after acquiring consent from the 
deposit holders. For new deposits, it is recommended to 
adopt the ARRC floating rate debt fallback to avoid any 
ambiguity arising from the permanent cessation of LIBOR.  

The postponement of the LIBOR end date has helped to 
diminish the complications in SLDBs significantly. The bulk 
of the SLDBs that mature past June 2023 are fixed-term 
bonds, while only USD 6 million are floating rate notes at 
the time of writing.  

Amending the fallback language requires unanimous con-
sent from the instrument holders. Therefore, consent solici-
tation should be initiated in an appropriate time frame ahead 
of the envisaged end date for LIBOR. Optionally, the latest 
ARRC recommended fallback language can be incorporated 
into contracts and the consent threshold level can be low-
ered for new issuances.  

Multilateral agencies and major international banks that 
are primarily on the sell-side have laid out plans to transition 
away from LIBOR. As such, solicitation of amendments to 
sovereign and non-sovereign loan agreements are underway 
to support the transition for borrowers. This reduces the 
risks for the GoSL and domestic banks that are on the buy-
side of these instruments.  

However, the amount of effort put in by domestic banks to 
transition the sell-side of their portfolios is inadequate. With 
Sri Lanka’s poor credit rating standing, it is less likely that 
banks’ FC exposures would grow apace for the next few 
years; they are exposing themselves to huge reputational 
risk if they decide to play a more reactive role.  

Banks and companies need to do more to actively transi-
tion away from LIBOR. The first task for firms is to ascer-
tain their LIBOR exposure levels in both financial and non-
financial contracts. A cross-functional team can be formed to 
roll out firm-level transition plans, monitor market develop-
ments and determine the optimal timing for exit. Techno-
logical and operational readiness is of foremost importance 
in this regard.  

Though there is no legal mandate for the CBSL to facili-
tate LIBOR transition, it is not realistic to expect the market 
will do this on its own. Therefore, as the regulator, the 
CBSL, should play a more active role in facilitating the tran-
sition in Sri Lanka. A good starting point is to establish a 
working group comprising key stakeholders to implement a 
comprehensive market-wide strategy.  

In addition, the CBSL can seek firm-level plans from finan-
cial institutions to assess market readiness. There is also a 
severe knowledge gap among the market participants in Sri 
Lanka about the LIBOR transition. This must be addressed 
urgently to bridge the gap. It is also crucial for the CBSL to 
ensure the required infrastructure is in place for the transi-
tion. Another issue that is not directly linked to LIBOR 
transition but potentially will serve to enhance the function-
ing of the domestic financial market and promote integra-
tion with the global market in future is the adoption of an 
RFR in Sri Lanka. Currently, loans and debt instruments 
such as commercial paper are priced using the Average 
Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPLR), a rate compiled by 
the CBSL based on short-term unsecured lending to prime 
customers by commercial banks.  

While the domestic RFR which can replace AWPLR is 
currently under development, it is preferable that the rate is 
compliant with the International Organisation of Securities 
Commissions (IOSCO) standards. Therefore, much work is 
still remaining to introduce and operationalise the upcoming 
ARR among the market participants.   

(Lalinda Sugathadasa is an economist and currently 
heading the research vertical at ICRA Lanka, a credit 
rating agency associated with Moody’s Investors Service) 

- Regulation Asia  

LIBOR Phase-out, RFR Adoption: 
A Path Forward for Sri Lanka

The Government of Sri Lanka 
(GoSL) is the entity with the 
single most exposure to LIBOR 
in the country. The GoSL 
borrows long-term (over 10 
years) from bilateral agencies 
or multilateral institutions to 
fund large-scale 
development projects. 
Typically, these are 
denominated in USD or EUR, 
hence the loans with variable 
interest rates are linked to 
USD LIBOR or EURIBOR, 
both of which are 
set to be phased out.    

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka

LIBOR Phase-out, RFR Adoption: 

Lankan currency notes



Farhath Fayiz Saleem 

Muslims across the world 
begin fasting from today 
(13) or tomorrow (14) 
when the New Moon is 

sighted. Ramadan is a holy month of 
fasting; introspection and prayer for 
Muslims, followers of Islam.   

Muslims believe the month of Ram-
adan is the holiest month which teach-
es about spiritual purification. Rama-
dan is the ninth month in the Islamic 
lunar calendar. Every year, Muslims 
around the world fast during daylight 
hours – from dawn until dusk abstain-
ing from drinking, eating, immoral 
acts and anger. Fasting (sawm) is one 
of the Five Pillars of Islam, which 
forms the basis of how Muslims live 
their lives. The other pillars are 
faith(shahada), prayer(salat), 
charity(zakat) and the pilgrimage to 
Makkah(hajj).   

During the month of Ramadan, 
Muslims wake up early in the morning 
before ‘Fajr’ morning prayer to have a 
pre-dawn meal called ‘suhoor’ and 
they end fasting for the day with a 
meal referred to as ‘Iftar’ after the 
sunset. Fasting in the month of Rama-
dan is mandatory for all healthy adult 
Muslims. Children who have not 
reached puberty, the elderly, those 
who are physically or mentally incapa-
ble of fasting, pregnant women, 
breastfeeding mothers and travellers 
are exempt.   

Significance of the Holy month
The month of Ramadan is signifi-

cant for Muslims because it is cele-
brated as the month during which 
Prophet Muhammad received the ini-
tial revelations of the Qur’an – the 
holy Book of Islam. The holy Book 
was bestowed not only for Muslims. It 
gives a message to the whole of man-
kind. It teaches every good deed to 
the whole of humanity. The holy 
Qur’an does not teach violence. It 
teaches love and compassion for every 
human being, regardless of their reli-
gion or faiths. The holy Qur’an teach-
es generosity. During the month of 
Ramadan, the Muslims willingly recite 
this holy book to understand the mes-
sage given by Almighty Allah to the 
whole of humanity. It talks about good 
deeds. It describes human life – how 
to live with other communities. The 
holy book guides the law of charity: 
‘zakath’ and ‘sadaka’. In this holy 
month of Ramadan, the Muslims gen-
erously donate for charitable causes 
according to the teachings of the holy 
Qur’an. They help the needy people 
and neighbours. It is the time to 
strengthen the relationship with the 
neighbours of different faiths, under-
standing each other. The holy Qur’an 
provides an environment where people 
can fully enjoy freedom of thought and 

freedom of religion and allows people 
to live by the faith and values they 
believe.

It teaches us how to live in a society 
with other communities with peace 
and tranquillity, especially understand-
ing the diverse culture of different 
faiths giving respect and dignity to 
other religions. When living with 
peace and tranquillity, it avoids per-
sonal hostility. The month of Rama-
dan is the opportunity to “purify” our 
bodies as well as our souls by develop-
ing a greater sense of humility and 
spirituality. It teaches a greater sense 
of generosity and forgiveness. Fasting 
develops feelings of generosity and 
goodwill towards others. Fasting also 
practices self-control or restraint, 
good manners and good habits.   

Islam is the religion that follows the 
teaching of the holy Qur’an. Islam 
teaches to treat neighbours whoever 
Muslim or non-Muslim the way they 
would like to be treated by others. 
Prophet Muhammad said, “he is not a 
believer whose stomach is filled while 
the neighbour to his side goes hun-
gry”. Also, the Prophet teaches to 
help the neighbours with charities. 
Prophet Muhammad said, “The Angel 
Gabriel was so adamant in reminding 
me to be charitable with my neigh-
bours that I thought he might make 
him my heir” (Al-Bukhari). so, several 
charity organisations work hard espe-
cially during the month of Ramadan 
to help their neighbours and the peo-
ple living in surrounding areas since 
they believe that they would be bene-
fited with more rewards during this 
holy month compared to other 
months. Further, they willingly involve 
in several religious activities such as 
prayers, reciting the holy Qur’an. Dur-
ing the night time, special prayers 
called ‘Tharaweeh’ is conducted in 
every mosque with many people.   

Exemplar of Islam
After the holy Qur’an was revealed 

to Prophet Muhammad during the 
month of Ramadan, he showed his 
followers how to live according to the 
teachings of the holy Book. he taught 
the followers how to treat the people 
of other faiths. During the time of 
Prophet Muhammad, the Arabian Pen-
insula was a region in which various 
faiths were followed. There were 
Christians, Jews, zoroastrians, Poly-
theists and others not affiliated with 
any religion. When one looks into the 
life of the Prophet, there are many 
examples to portray the high level of 
tolerance shown to people of other 
faiths. When Prophet Muhammad 
ruled the state of Madinah, as a lead-

er, exemplar, social reformer and an 
administrator of the state, he made 
the constitution with the framework of 
political principles, procedures and 
power of government including equali-
ty - to treat the people of other faiths 
without any harm. All people, no mat-
ter what religion, race or class they 
come from are supposed to be treated 
equally – they have the same rights as 
the majority Muslims in the state of 
Madinah.   

Prophet Muhammad told his fellow 
Muslims, “the people who come from 
different faiths or religions cannot be 
discriminated and disrespected for 
their beliefs. If a person claims to be 
Muslim, he is not allowed to insult or 
disrespect another religion.” People of 
other faiths were considered members 
and citizens of Madinah society 
regardless of religion, race or ancestry 
and they were protected from harm as 
much as Muslims. During the period 
of his ruling, there were different 
groups of tribes in the state of Madi-
nah. The Prophet gathered these dif-
ferent tribes under one system of gov-
ernance. Any attack on other religion 
or tribe was considered an attack on 
the state. Prophet Muhammad strictly 
warned against any maltreatment of 
people of other faiths saying, “Beware! 
whoever is cruel and hard on a non-
Muslim minority, or curtails their 
rights, or burdens them with more 
than they can bear, or takes anything 
from them against their free will, I 
(Prophet Muhammad) will complain 
against the person on the day of 
Judgement”(Abu Dawud).   

medical benefits of fasting
Medical experts point out neurolog-

ical and nutritional benefits for the 
human body and brain because of fast-
ing. Murat Alemdar who is an Associ-
ate Professor of Neurology at the 
Medical school of the sakarya Univer-
sity, Turkey conducted extensive 
research on how fasting affects the 
activities of the human brain and 
came to a conclusion that it offers 
major benefits for people to maintain 
a healthier life. 

Ceren Kucukvardar, a Turkish Nutri-
tionist, describes that fasting increas-
es the hormone called ‘adiponectin’ 
which helps to protect our heart 
health, keeping our body glucose level 
low. Yoshinori Ohsumi, the Japanese 
Cell Biologist who won the Nobel 
Prize in Medicine in 2016 for his 
research on how cells recycle and 
renew their content through a process 
called ‘autophagy’ describes that ‘fast-
ing activates the process of autophagy 
which helps to slow down the ageing 
process and has a positive impact on 
cell renewal.’   

Dr. Michael Mosley, a British TV 
Presenter, Journalist, Trained Doctor 

and scientist, points out that ‘fasting 
helps to burn fat and reduce cholester-
ol levels and if someone fast at least 
twice a week like the Muslims do, he 
would be very energetic.’   

Government regulations 
Normally Muslims gather larger in 

mosques for prayers and other reli-
gious activities, especially in the 
holy month of Ramadan.   

 In the midst of the current pan-
demic situation, mosques follow the 
Government regulations under the 
guidance of community leaders and 
the Wakf Board – the monitoring 
body of the Muslim mosques of sri 
Lanka. special prayers and Friday 
Jummah prayers are also conducted 
as per the safety regulations given 
by the Government, maintaining 
social distance and other safety 
guidelines.   

In this holy month of Ramadan, it 
is a good opportunity to be involved 
more in charity activities to help our 
nation during this hard time. so far, 
several Islamic charity organisations 
have actively been involved in help-
ing other communities without any 
religious or racial barriers because 
many people have faced difficulties 
in obtaining their necessities due to 
the pandemic situation which has 
paralysed the entire world.   

Lessons from Ramadan
According to the teachings of the 

holy Qur’an, the wastage of food 
and other resources is completely 
prohibited. In this holy month of 
Ramadan, we can channel that wast-
age towards needy people who are 
struggling for their necessities in 
day-to-day life. When we remain 
thirsty and hunger in the month of 
Ramadan, we experience the afflic-
tion that the poor and needy people 
of the society experience the whole 
year. hence, fasting is a way of 
bridging the gap between the differ-
ent classes and groups in society. 
We will take this opportunity to 
help the families who suffer as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Supplication (Dua)   
Muslims believe that Almighty 

Allah accepts whatever supplica-
tions (Dua) submitted to Almighty 
Allah will definitely be accepted 
during the holy Month of Rama-
dan. It is the opportunity to pray 
for the nation and the whole world 
seeking the help of Almighty Allah 
for protection from this infectious 
virus. May Almighty Allah make 
life easy for the whole of humanity.

Ramadan Mubarak!
 (The writer is based in the UK)

During the month of ramadan, the muslims recite the holy 
Qur’an to understand the message given by almighty allah to 
the whole of humanity.

During the night time of the holy month, special prayers called 
‘tharaweeh’ are conducted in every mosque. 

Prophet muhammad told his fellow muslims, 
“the people who come from  different faiths or religions 

cannot be discriminated and disrespected  for their beliefs. 
If a person claims to be muslim, he is not allowed to  insult or 

disrespect another religion.” People of other faiths were  
considered members and citizens of madinah society regardless of 

religion, race or ancestry and they were protected from harm as 
much as  muslims. During the period of His ruling, there were 

different groups of  tribes in the state of madinah. 

Ramadan
The month that teaches 
Spirituality & Patience

The Holy Qur’an does not teach 
violence. It teaches love and 

compassion  for every human being, 
regardless of their religion or faiths. 
The Holy  Qur’an teaches generosity. 
During the month of Ramadan, the 
muslims  willingly recite this Holy 
Book to understand the message 

given by  Almighty Allah to the whole 
of humanity. It talks about good 
deeds. It  describes human life – 

how to live with other communities. 
The holy book  guides the law of 

charity: ‘Zakath’ and ‘Sadaka’. In this 
holy month of  Ramadan, the 

muslims generously donate for 
charitable causes according  to the 

teachings of the Holy Qur’an. 
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A two day workshop organised by ORAM Pvt Ltd under the theme "Mastering Root Canel shapping protocols with modern approach" was held 
in Colombo recently. Thirty doctors who participated in workshop were presented certificates. The programme was spearheaded by Restora-
tive Consultant Dr. Srimeven Samarakoon, Restorative Consultants Dr. Chanaka Nuwan Dissanayake and Dr. (Ms) Uthpala Malwatte along with 
ORAM Group Chairman Jabir Sally.

(Text and Picture by 
I. L. RIZAN, Addalaichenai 
Central Correspondent) 

Samsudeen Sabraz 
Nawaz, Senior Lecturer 
in Management and Infor-
mation Technology 
(MIT) & Head of the 
Department of Manage-
ment and Information 
Technology (MIT), 
attached to the South 
Eastern University of Sri 
Lanka (SEUSL) has been 
honoured with the Out-
standing Paper award for 
his research work titled 
University Students’ 
Intention to Use E-Learn-
ing Systems: A Study of 
Higher Educational Insti-
tutions in Sri Lanka and 
published in a top-ranked 
journal named Interactive 
Technology and Smart 
Education. 

Samsudeen Sabraz 
Nawaz is the only Sri 
Lankan academic to 
receive this award.

This honour was 
announced in the Literati 
Awards 2020 of Emerald 

Publishing Limited which 
is one of the world-class 
prestigious publisher 
based in UK publishing 
more than 350 academic 
journals and books in the 
fields of management, 
business, education, 
library studies, health 
care, and engineering. Its 

publications are abstract-
ed in prestigious indices 
like Web of Science, Sco-
pus as well as ABDC. 

For more than 25 years, 
Emerald Publishing has 
rewarded outstanding 
and impactful contribu-
tions to scholarly 
research through its pres-

tigious Emerald Literati 
Awards for Excellence.

The awards are one of 
the largest, independent 
award schemes led by a 
publisher to celebrate and 
reward the outstanding 
contributions made by 
Emerald's scholarly com-
munity. Judged by Emer-
ald's journal and book 
series editorial boards 
based on the ability to 
demonstrate excellence 
and impact in their field. 

The South Eastern Uni-
versity of Sri Lanka has 
taken a very big leap in 
academic and research 
activities after Prof. 
M.M.M.Najim came as 
the Vice-Chancellor of 
this University. It is 
learned that he has taken 
many steps to ignite the 
academic staff to involve 
more in research activi-
ties by allocating grants 
for outcome-based 
researches and publica-
tions in high-impact jour-
nals. 

Also, the Vice Chancel-

lor introduced various 
awards for promoting and 
recognising research cul-
ture in this university. To 
name a few, in recogni-
tion of individuals: Out-
standing Senior/Junior 
Researcher, Outstanding 
Early Carrier Researcher, 
Outstanding Inventor of 
the University, Senate 
Award for High Impact 
Publication, Top 10 
Researchers of the Uni-
versity, The Researcher 
with the highest number 
of publications, etc. At 
the same time, Faculties 
are also appreciated for 
having the most number 
of articles published in 
Journals too. Hence, all 
these have motivated the 
staff to extensively 
engage in research activi-
ties and last year more 
than 100 articles have 
been published by the 
staff from this university 
in high-impact journals to 
make a contribution to 
the nation and the world 
at large.
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A group of Muslim 
intellectuals yesterday 
said shifting the alleged 
mastermind of the Easter 
Sunday Terror Attacks 
from Zahran Hashim to 
Naufer Maulavi and then 
to any one else is a mat-
ter that must be left to 
the Attorney General of 
the country, in the inter-
est of justice and fair-play.

Issuing a joint media 
statement M. M. Zuhair 
PC, former MP Latheef 
Farook, Journalist and 
Author Mass L Usuf 
Attorney-at-Law and 
Advocacy Columnist and 
Mansoor Dahlan, Theolo-
gy Scholar said the Gov-
ernment has announced 
time and again that the 

process of justice will be 
left to the Attorney Gen-
eral and then to the 
Courts in certain cases 
and for rehabilitation in 
other cases.

“It is for the Attorney 
General to decide who 
should be prosecuted, 
who should become wit-
nesses, who should be 
discharged for lack of evi-
dence and who should, in 
accordance with the regu-
lations, be committed for 
rehabilitation”, they said.

“We need to mention 
however, that there is no 
need for us or for parties 
who may represent the 
legal interests of the per-
petrators or the victims 
to draw attention to the 

need for due process of 
justice to be ensured, if 
the Bar Association of Sri 
Lanka (BASL) will speak 
up to ensure due pro-
cess”.

“No doubt the Attorney 
General by now may be 
possessed of all the mate-
rial. He must be allowed 
to decide who was the 
mastermind of the 21/4 
attacks on the material 
that is before him. It may 
be Zahran Hashim or 
Naufer Maulavi or 
Pulasthini Rajendran alias 
Sarah or the ISIS alleged-
ly under US handlers or 
possibly any of the 
world’s intelligence agen-
cies notorious for top-
pling non supportive gov-

ernments. Maybe the 
Police Department has 
not fully investigated 
some of these aspects. 
The bottom line is that 
the country must know 
the truth. That is vital to 
prevent a recurrence of 
the tragedy that those 
innocent Christians and 
unfortunate tourists had 
undergone”.

“Perpetrators of crime 
and those who knowingly 
aided, abetted, conspired 
or neglected must be pun-
ished. That is very clear. 
But punishments or incar-
ceration should not 
extend to those innocent 
of any criminal intention 
or knowledge. Due pun-
ishment and rehabilita-

tion are also necessary to 
prevent a recurrence”.

“Muslims of Sri Lanka 
have and will cooperate in 
all genuine efforts to end 
the recurrence of all 
forms of violence in the 
country. But any attempt 
to punish Islam or the 
Muslim community as a 
whole or its civil society 
or political leadership for 
collateral purposes will 
violate the Constitution 
as well as international 
treaties”.

“We need to be united 
as a country, without dis-
crimination, if we are to 
marginalize and end vio-
lent extremism in the 
country,” the statement 
said.

M. IRFAN ZAKARIYA, 
Hambantota group corr

Over 107,000 saplings have 
been planted with the introduction 
of the Husma Dena Thuru Nation-
al Tree Planting Programme in the 
last four months, said Environ-
ment Minister Mahinda 
Amaraweera.

Amaraweera said that this 
National Tree Planting programme 
is now very popular and many par-
ties have extended theri support 
for it and have even initiated their 
own programmes.

Minister Amaraweera was 
speaking while participating in a 
tree planting programme held in 
the Angunakolapelessa area he 
also distributed plants to the peo-
ple of that area.

He said, “After I started my ten-
ure as the Minister of Environ-
ment, I introduced the 20-point 
environmental programme called 
Haritha Hetath. Its main tree 
planting programme is the Husma 
Dena Thuru National Tree Plant-
ing Programme. 

"Under this we aim to plant two 
million saplings in the next four 
years," he said.

"The Government did not spend 
a single rupee for this. All the 
money was given to us by the pri-
vate sector. People from all walks of 
life have come foward to extend 
their support to this  National Tree 
Planting Programme. Therefore, 
we will continue to expand this 
programme for the next four years 
without spending any Government 

funds," he said. "A tree is a won-
derful life giving source. Mother 
Earth gives us trees by composting 
the garbage we dump on the earth 
as human beings. Not only do trees 
privide us with food, but they also 
supply us the Oxygen we need to 
breathe. That's why we called this 
programme Husma Dena Thur, he 
added. 

"A human being needs 550 litres 
of Oxygen per day to live. It weighs 
about 2.5 kilogrammes. To provide 
this quantitity of Oxygen for one 
person to breathe, at least 10 trees 
must produce Oxygen. Some peo-
ple who live on the oxygen that 
produces 10 trees a day do not 
plant at least one tree for the rest 
of their lives. Our ancient ancestors 
treated Mother Nature with utmost 

respect. Today, people in their 
greed for money are cutting down 
the trees that give us breath. "Seat-
tle, the leader of the Red Indians, 
has said that once a man cuts down 
a tree, eats the last fish and drinks 
the last drop of water, he will real-
ize that money cannot be eaten," 
Minister Amaraweera said.

"If someone destroys the forest, 
he is like a murderer. Therefore, we 
are doubling the penalties for 
destroying the environment under 
the new National Environmental 
Act. Also, the fines will be 
increased by 10 fold more than that 
of the current levels. Those who 
work for the protection of the envi-
ronment will be evaluated and they 
will be honoured at an awards cer-
emony.

 Husma Dena Thuru National Tree Planting Programme

Textile shops and pavement hawkers in Batticaloa are seen doing brisk business with the public in large numbers flocking to make their New Year 
purchases. Picture by Sivam Packiyanathan, Batticaloa Special Correspondent

Senior Lecturer in Management and Information Technol-
ogy (MIT) & Head of the Department of Management and 
Information Technology (MIT) Samsudeen Sabraz Nawaz 
and Vice-Chancellor of the South Eastern University of Sri 
Lanka (SEUSL) M.M.M. Najim with the prestigious award.

Over 107,000 saplings planted 
in four months - Amaraweera

The Catholic Church has organised a 
Special Prayer Service to commemorate 
the second year remembrance of those 
killed by the Easter Sunday Terror 
Attacks which falls on April 21, 2019. 

Three days of Prayer (Triduum) 
beginning from April 19 and Vigil Ser-
vices preceding the religious ceremonies 
both at St. Anthony's Shrine, Kochchi-
kade, Colombo and St.Sebastian's 
Church, Katuwapitiya.  

Catholic Churches in the Western 
Province and other churches around the 
country are scheduled to observe two 

minutes' silence at 8.45 a.m. on April 
21, as a mark of respect to those inno-
cent victims. 

At St.Anthony's Shrine, Kochchikade, 
Ven. Omalpe Sobhita Thera will con-
duct Buddhist Religious observances, 
Siva Suresh, Chief Kurukal will conduct 
Hindu Religious observances and Al-Haj 
As-Seyed Ash-Sheikh Dr. Hassan Maula-
na will conduct Muslim Religious obser-
vances. The religious service at Katu-
wapitiya will begin at 5 p.m. on April 21 
with His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith as Chief Celebrant.

Special Prayer Service to 
commemorate Easter Sunday 
Terror Attack victims

DINULI FRANCISCO

Marking the 51st Anniversary of 
World Earth Day, a virtual Zoom panel 
discussion will be hosted by the Ameri-
ca Sri Lanka Photographic Art Society 
in Los Angeles California, USA 
(ASPAS) on April 18.

The objective of the discussion is to 
showcase the beauty of world fauna and 
flora and promote environmental con-
servation in the context of nature pho-
tography and tourism, with a special 
focus on the grandeur of Sri Lanka’s 
natural habitat.

This webinar commemorates 
World Earth Day and supports 
Worldwide efforts to conserve the 
planet Earth.

This will be the 17th Virtual 
discussion hosted by the America 
Sri Lanka Photographic Art Socie-
ty. It is also a member of the Pho-
tographic Society of America 
(PSA) and the International Fed-
eration of Photography of Art in 
France (FIAP).

President of the America Sri 
Lanka Photographic Society, Suri-

ya Jayalath Perera brings forward ten 
young people from the U.S., the U.K., 
Canada, and Sri Lanka to voice their 
concerns and present their ideas during 
the occasion.

Youth from ages 6 to 18, will address 
the entire gamut of environmental 
issues on April 18 at 8.30 pm.

More information can be obtained 
through www.usacaaspas.com and the 
session can be viewed live through the 
USA ASPAS Facebook page.

Virtual panel discussion to 
mark World Earth Day

SEUSL secures prestigious 
Emerald Literati Award

BASL must help ensure due process of justice 
- Muslim intellectuals
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RAMU DAMODARAN

When did we lose that phrase, “human family”, 
to what we now so snappily call the “interna-
tional community”? I was conjuring its many 
vibrant, tactile associations when, on the 

weekend of March 27, I came across an article in the Jamai-

ca Gleaner where Prathit Misra, an Indian diplomat in 
Kingston, celebrates 175 years of the Indian community in 
Jamaica and quotes Bob Marley’s granddaughter Donisha 
Prendergast, as she recalls that “sharing energy with the 
sadhus (ascetics) on the riverbank in Varanasi (in India) 
was parallel to the experience of being with the Rastaman 

in Jamaica. There’s an old connection between 
these cultures: when Indian indentured labour-
ers were brought to the Caribbean plantations, 
they brought with them ideas of spirituality, 
spices and the beautiful plant that would 
become a central part of the Rastafari culture.”

As vivid a manifes-
tation of the “human 
family” as any. That 
weekend was also the 
one where Indians 
around the world cel-
ebrated Holi, the fes-
tival of colour and 
spring; it was just 
after its observance 
in 1979 that the 
music group Boney 
M, with its star 
Jamaican members, 
released the aptly, if 
unintentionally, titled 
song “Holi Holiday”, 
its refrain “a world of 
fun for everyone” 
conjuring the 
delights and possibil-
ities of the human 
family.

April 5 was the 
International Day of 
Conscience which 
the United Nations 
General Assembly 
declared to regularly 

mobilise “the efforts of the international community to pro-
mote peace, tolerance, inclusion, understanding and solidar-
ity;” in establishing the Day, the assembly recalled “the pre-
amble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in 
which it is stated that disregard and contempt for human 
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of humankind.”

And, as I write this, on April 8, it is Yom HaShoah, the 
“Remembrance Day for the Holocaust and Heroism” in Isra-
el, commemorating both the savage lack of conscience some 
humans demonstrated and the assertive acts of affirmation 
of conscience other human beings demonstrated.

Among those was Carl Lutz, the Swiss diplomat whose 
birth anniversary we commemorated on March 30, in the 
recollection of Rabbi Arthur Schneier, founder of the 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation, “I escaped with my life 
because a Swiss consul in Budapest, Carl Lutz, risked his 
diplomatic career to save Jews.”

Twenty years after the Foundation’s work began, the Unit-
ed Nations adopted the “Declaration on the Human Rights 
of Individuals Who are not Nationals of the Country in 
which They Live;” reading it today, I am struck how aca-
demically prescient its drafter authors were. As I learned 
from Susan Hussein of the United Nations Dag Ham-
marskjöld Library, Harvard University has decided to 
remove permanently the phrase “illegal alien” from its col-
lection descriptions on the premise that it is not individuals 
who are legal or illegal, but their actions, a distinction the 
careful wording in the United Nations document respects.

This has been a religiously contemplative week, with 
Easter and Passover; Andrew Sullivan wrote movingly 
about “the one thing that endures in religious practice: 
something transcendent that makes the failure in our lives 
redemptive, and sees politics merely as the necessary art of 
attending to the imperfect.”

I thought of those three elements—attending to the 
imperfect, of common sense and of the facing of each other 
as one human family—in the context of conscience; what 
collective expression of a realized if, at times hesitant, con-
science could there better have been than in the attending 
to the imperfect with common sense that the one human 
family sought to realize in the Sustainable Development 
Goals?

Almost on cue, I found I was not alone in this thought; 
the resolution establishing the International Day of Con-
science asks that “the Culture of Peace with Love and Con-
science” be built “in accordance with the culture and other 
appropriate circumstances or customs of their local, nation-
al and regional communities, including through quality edu-
cation and public awareness-raising activities, thereby fos-
tering sustainable development.”

A fostering whose shape was hastened by the global com-
munity of scholarship; much like the logic of the Academic 
Impact itself, it soon became clear that there was no field of 
research or enquiry which could not invigorate that mission. 
It was 110 years ago that “superconductivity” was discov-
ered by Heike Kamerlingh Onnes, then studying the resist-
ance of solid mercury at cryogenic temperatures using the 
recently produced liquid helium as a refrigerant.

Fast forward to later this 2021 year and a volume edited 
by Muralidhar Miryala “High-Tc Superconducting Technolo-
gy Towards Sustainable Development Goals” slated to be 
released in August which argues “clean environment, global 
peace, mitigating climate change, financial growth, and 
future development of the world require new materials that 
improve the quality of life.

Superconductivity, in general, allows perfect current 
transmission without losses. This makes it a valuable 
resource for sustainability in several aspects. High-tempera-
ture superconducting (HTSC) materials will be crucial for 
sustainable everyday applications and more attractive for 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).”

Or the United Nations Day of Human Space Flight which 
was observed on April 12, this year marking the 60th anni-
versary of Yuri Gagarin’s flight into the feared, the begin-
ning of an era when, in the phrase of Chris Churchill of 
New Mexico State University “even with millions of moving 
parts in the industry, of logistics, and economic machinery, 
we learned that when individuals embrace being part of 
something bigger than themselves, a single generation can 
transform humanity into something greater than it was,” 
much like the SDGs themselves.

A transformation from unexpected connections; who 
would have thought of a link between human space flight 
and osteoporosis? And yet, in this timely reference from the 
United Nations Office on Outer Space, which I came across 
on World Health Day in April 7 “some medical research can 
only be performed in orbit, aboard the space station, where 
there is only microgravity. The same weightlessness that 
lets space-suited astronauts move massive objects easily 
also offers a unique learning opportunity, as in the case of 
zero-gravity’s effects on astronauts’ skeletal systems and 
loss of bone and muscle mass.

In the end, the SDGs, like conscience and faith, are about 
liberation; the observances and celebrations of this past 
week extended that metaphor, the liberation of Christ from 
his crucifix on Easter, the liberation of the Hebrew slaves 
commemorated in Passover, a liberation and a return, as in 
the chorus.

Va Pensiero from Verdi’s “Nabucco” to “thoughts, on 
golden wings that settle upon the slopes and hills, where 
warm and soft and fragrant are the breezes of our sweet 
native land,” the version of that chorus we are proud to 
share so evocative of our times, where our individual tal-
ents and creativities, within the compelled confines of our 
own space, can soar, one and together, #onlytogether, ele-
vating that “sweet native land” from one beyond immediate 
reclaimed geography to the home, collective like con-
science, of the “human family.”

The Universal Declaration on Human Rights was the first 
United Nations mention of the “human family” in its very 
opening lines with reference to “the inherent dignity and of 
the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the 
human family” and its going on to assert in ist first article 
that “all human beings…are endowed with reason and con-
science and should act towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.”

The phrases may have seemed contradictory (how can 
mankind possess a collective conscience if the exercise of 
that in individual human beings is aspirational) but they 
could equally be mutually reinforcing (the collective con-
science is the aggregate of that with which individual 
human beings have been endowed).

 That collective conscience has brought the promise, and 
possible permanence, of sustainable development within 
our grasp.

But will it realize the respect, indeed affection, caring 
and, yes, responsibility for the person rather than the peo-
ple, where numbers transform into names, where, as in all 
families, identities are defined by the relationship and not 
the degree of separation.

March 29 was also the day the trial relating to the death 
of George Floyd began. Could he have recalled blessings to 
count? Was he in a position to practice kindness? Did he let 
go of what he could not control of his own volition? Could 
he listen to his heart? Could he have remained calm, leave 
alone productive? 

Those answers will remain conjecture. But what he une-
quivocally could not do was “just breathe.” 

[The writer is Chief, United Nations Academic Impact 
hosted in the Department of Global Communications]. 

THE MANY FACETS OF THE HUMAN FAMILY

April 5 was the International Day 
of Conscience which the United 
Nations General Assembly 
declared to regularly mobilise 
“the efforts of the international 
community to promote peace, 
tolerance, inclusion, 
understanding and solidarity;” in 
establishing the Day, the 
assembly recalled “the 
preamble to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, in 
which it is stated that disregard 
and contempt for human rights 
have resulted in barbarous acts 
which have outraged the 
conscience of humankind.”

To let or lease

641

Bare land for sale. 
Extent: 17.15 
perches with 
road frontage to 
Maradana Road,​ 
opposite Ananda 
College. Principals 
only. Offers open 
only for 7 days 
from today. Con-
tact: 0759959490.
� 028498

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB-2021/05) 

DEPARTMENT OF IRRIGATION, 
NORTHERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

1.  The Director, Department of Irrigation, Northern Province invites sealed bids from eligible and qualifi ed 
bidders for civil works as described in the table below. 

2.  Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding (NCB), Since the Estimated Value of work 
to be performed under this procurement (excluding VAT and other taxes) is below Rs. 50 MN, regional 
preference and CIDA grade preference shall apply as stipulated in Public Finance Circular No. 04/2016(iii). 

3.  To be eligible for contract award, the successful bidder shall not have been blacklisted and shall meet the 
CIDA registration and qualifi cation requirements listed below. Additional details are provided in the Bidding 
Documents. 

4.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Deputy Director of Irrigation of respective 
ranges and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below during offi ce hours.

Vavuniya & Mannar District Kilinochchi District Mullaitivu District

Deputy Director's Offi ce, 
Vavuniya Range, 
Provincial Irrigation Department, 
Station Road, Vavuniya. 
T.P: 024 2222347 / 024 2222352

Deputy Director's Offi ce, 
Kilinochchi Range, 
Provincial Irrigation Department, 
Wilsion Road, Kilinochchi. 
T.P: 021 2285867

Deputy Director's Offi ce, 
Mullaitivu Range, 
Provincial Irrigation Department, 
A9 Road, Mankulam. 
T.P: 024 3244122

 
5.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language should be purchased by interested bidders on the 

submission of a written application to the Director of Irrigation, Department of Irrigation, Northern Province, 
New Colony Lane, A9 Road, Mankulam from 15.04.2021 to 05.05.2021 from 09:00 hrs to 15:00 hrs, upon 
payment of a non refundable fee of Rs. 2,000.00 for Lot No :- 2,3,5,6 and other lots' fee shall be Rs. 3500.00. 
The method of payment shall be by cash. 

6.  Bids shall be delivered to the Chairman of the respective Procurement Committee as indicated in the table 
below at Department of Irrigation, Northern Province, New Colony Lane, A9 Road, Mankulam on or before 
14:00 hrs on 06.05.2021. Late Bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened immediately after the closing in the 
presence of the bidder's representatives who choose to attend. 

7. Bids shall be valid as indicated in the form of bid. (Section -4). 

8.  All bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in the form of Bid Security included in Section-9. The amount 
and validity of the bid security shall be as per details given in Section -5. 

9.  Pre-bid meeting will be held at Department of Irrigation, Northern Province, New Colony Lane, A9 Road, 
Mankulam commencing at 10.00 hrs on 28.04.2021. 

The Table referred to above is:

Lot 
No

Title of Contract
&

Contract Identification 
Number

PC

Proposed 
contract

Price
(Rs.Mn)

Bid 
Security 
Amount 

(Rs)

Construction 
Period 
(Days)

Required CIDA 
Grade

Mullaitivu District

1 Rehabilitation to Lift 
Irrigation Scheme at 
Visuvamadu Indian Housing 
Scheme 
PSDG/MUL/MIK/2021/01

RPC 23.00 450,000.00 180 Days C6 or C5 
Irrigation & 

Drainage canals

2 Renovation of Udayarkaddu 
RB Main Channel Road
Contract No: 
PSDG/MUL/MIK/2021/03

RPC 4.630 90,000.00 180 Days C8 or C7
Irrigation & 
Drainage
canals

Jaffna District

3 Improvements of 
Vadamarachchi Lagoon & 
Upparu lagoon 
REC/KOC/JAF/2021/02

Div.PC 1.840 35,000.00 60 Days C8 or C9 
Irrigation & 
Drainage
canals

Vavuniya District

4 Construction of 
Nachadichchapallam Anicut 
Contract: 
No: PF/VAV/VAV/2021/01

DPC 46.000 600,000.00 120 Days C5 or C4 
Irrigation & 
Drainage
canals

5 Rehabilitation of 
pampaimadu Tank head 
works & Downstream 
developments 
PSDG/VAV/VAV/2021/01

Div.PC 4.629 90,000.00 90 Days C7 or C8
Irrigation & 

Drainage canals

6 Rehabilitation of Mamaduwa 
Tank head works & 
Downstream developments 
PSDG/VAV/CHE/2021/04

Div.PC 2.777 50,000.00 90 Days C7 or C8
Irrigation & 

Drainage canals

PC: Procurement Committee, RPC: Regional Procurement Committee
Div.PC: Divisional Procurement Committee DPC: Department Procurement Committee

Director of Irrigation, Date :13.04.2021
Irrigation Department,
Northern Province.

T. P: 021 2285472, 021 2285652
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UK: The funeral of Queen 
Elizabeth II's husband, Prince 
Philip, will take place next 
week, Buckingham Palace said 
on Saturday, announcing a 
stripped-back ceremony due to 
coronavirus restrictions, and a 
return for exiled royal Prince 
Harry but not his wife, 
Meghan.   

The announcement came as 
the couple's eldest son, heir to 
the throne Prince Charles, 72, 
paid a heartfelt tribute to his 
"dear Papa", and said he and 
the royal family missed him 
"enormously".   

"My dear Papa was a very 
special person who I think 
above all else would have been 
amazed by the reaction and 
the touching things that have 
been said about him, and from 
that point of view we are, my 
family, deeply grateful for all 
that," he added.   

"It will sustain us in this 
particular loss and at this par-
ticularly sad time."   

The Duke of Edinburgh - the 
94-year-old Queen's husband of 
73 years -- died peacefully on 
Friday just two months short 
of his 100th birthday, trigger-
ing eight days of national 
mourning.   

Royal officials said his funer-
al, which will be televised, will 
take place at 1400 GMT on 
Saturday, April 17 in St 
George's Chapel, Windsor Cas-
tle, west of London.   

It will be preceded by a 
national minute's silence.   

Government guidelines 

restrict mourners to just 30 
people and close attention has 
been paid to the pared-down 
guest list for the funeral, par-
ticularly whether the duke's 
grandson Harry would attend.   

Palace officials confirmed he 
would but his American wife, 
Meghan, who is pregnant with 
their second child, had been 
advised against travelling from 
the United States on medical 

grounds.  British Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson will also not 
be attending the funeral 
because of COVID restrictions, 
Downing Street said.   

Westminster Abbey, where 
the couple married in 1947, 
tolled its tenor bell 99 times 
on Friday, once for each year 
of the prince's life.   

The duke's death dominated 
Britain's newspapers on Satur-

day. "We're all weeping with 
you Ma'am," The Sun tabloid 
said on its front page.   

The Daily Mail splashed a 
picture of the Queen looking at 
her husband along with the 
headline "Farewell, my belov-
ed" on the front page of its 
144-page souvenir edition.   

Tributes poured in from 
home and abroad, with Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson giving 

"thanks, as a nation and a 
kingdom, for the extraordinary 
life and work of Prince Philip".   

Political and faith leaders in 
Britain, and from the United 
States, Europe and Common-
wealth countries including 
Australia, Canada, India, New 
Zealand and Pakistan also paid 
their respects. 

Global royalty also paid their 
respects, while Pope Francis 
praised the Prince's "devotion" 
to his family and marriage, 
and sent his "heartfelt condo-
lences" to the Queen. 

- AFP   

Harry to attend "dear Papa" Philip's pared-back funeral

A crowd kept a respectful silence at the Tower of London as they watched 
the Honourable Artillery Company fire shots.

Prince Harry and Prince Philip

VANUATU: The chief of a 
remote Pacific village which 
worshipped Prince Philip with 
religious fervour said Monday 
it was too early to know wheth-
er the British Royal's descend-
ants will receive similar deifica-
tion.   

Yakel village on the Vanuatu 
island of Tanna for decades 
venerated Philip, who died at 
Windsor Castle last week at the 
age of 99. Village chief Albi 

said it was unclear how the 
religious movement would 
change following Philip's death, 
as his spirit was believed to be 
adrift and seeking a new home.   

While many outsiders 
assumed Philip's eldest son 
Charles or grandsons William 
and Harry would succeed him 
in having a special place in the 
villagers' hearts, Albi said noth-
ing was certain.  “The spirit of 
Prince Philip has left his body, 

but it lives on -- it is too soon 
to say where it will reside,” he 
told AFP. 

Beneath a British flag flying 
at half mast, Albi joined elders 
Monday at Yaohnanen, another 
village that worships Philip, for 
discussions on how to mark the 
momentous death.   

Chiefs spoke in turn during 
painstaking discussions on 
what the death means for their 
customary belief system, with a 
resolution likely to be days 
away. Albi had words of com-
fort for Queen Elizabeth II, 
wishing her joy because even 
though Philip's body was lost, 
his spirit lived on.  The Yakel 
chiefs said they were sending a 
confidential message to the 
royal family following Philip's 
passing.   

The Prince Philip Movement 
is believed to have started in 
the late 1970s following a visit 
by the Duke of Edinburgh to 
Vanuatu earlier that decade.   

British officials investigating 
the phenomenon concluded it 
stemmed from an age-old leg-
end of a returning son who had 
pale skin. - AFP  

Vanuatu's Prince Philip worshippers 
say his spirit lives on

Yakel village chief Albi and members of his family hold a portrait of 
Britain's Prince Philip in the remote Pacific village of Vanuatu on 
Monday. - AFP

US: Addressing a meet-
ing of affluent donors and 
top Republican officials, 
Donald Trump spent more 
time lashing out at fellow 
Republicans -- and most 
sharply at their Senate lead-
er -- than at Democrats, 
news media reported Sun-
day.  

The former President, 
speaking Saturday to mem-
bers of the Republican 
National Committee (RNC) 
at his Mar-a-Lago resort in 
Florida, called for party 
unity in the wake of his loss 
to Joe Biden and the party's 
loss of Senate control.  

But his polarizing ways 
and piercing criticism of fel-
low party members have 
created awkward complica-
tions for Republican leaders 
as they look to 2022 mid-
term elections and beyond.  

As Trump continued on 
Saturday to assert falsely 
that he won the November 
election, he particularly 
excoriated Senate Republi-
can leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, calling him a "dumb 
(expletive)" and a "stone 
cold loser."  

Trump has blamed McCo-
nnell for not fighting to 
block Congress's January 6 
certification of Biden's elec-
tion victory -- certification 
that took place only after a 
pro-Trump mob violently 
stormed the Capitol build-
ing.  McConnell later 
declared that Trump was 
"practically and morally 
responsible" for the deadly 
attack.  

He then said he was "dis-
appointed" in his own Vice 
President, Mike Pence, for 
his role in certifying the 
election result.  

And he again attacked top 

US scientist Anthony Fauci, 
saying the epidemiologist is 
"full of crap."  

Without mentioning the 
more than 560,000 Ameri-
cans who have died of 
COVID-19, Trump praised 
Republicans such as Florida 
governor Ron DeSantis for 
reopening their states early, 
in defiance of experts' 
advice. During the Mar-a-
Lago meeting, which some 
Republicans said they 
hoped would focus more on 
the party's path forward, 
Trump instead rehashed 
past grievances, including 
his criticism of Republican 
officials in Georgia and 
Pennsylvania who had 
refused to support his 
claims of a stolen election.  

Describing the crowd at 
his January 6 rally -- several 
thousand people drawn to 
Washington by Trump's fre-
quent pleas on Twitter -- he 
claimed that "some people 
say it was over a million 
people," a considerable 
exaggeration. McConnell 
did not attend the Mar-a-
Lago event. 

He has told advisors he 
has not spoken to Trump in 
months and never plans to 
do so again, according to 
The Washington Post. - AFP  

Trump blasts McConnell, 
Pence and Fauci in 
expletive-filled 
Mar-a-Lago speech

NEPAL: Nepal's population 
of endangered one-horned rhi-
noceros has grown by more 
than a hundred over the past 
six years, officials said, with 
campaigners hailing the 
increase as a conservation 
"milestone".

The population rose to 752 
across four national parks in the 
southern plains, up from 645 in 
2015, the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation said Saturday.

"The increase of rhinos is 
exciting news for us," the 
department's information offic-
er, Haribhadra Acharya, told 
AFP on Sunday.

"But we have challenges 
ahead to expand the habitat 
areas of this animal to maintain 
the growth." Thousands of one-

horned rhinos once roamed the 
southern plains, but rampant 
poaching and human encroach-
ment on their habitat reduced 

their numbers to around 100 in 
Nepal in the 1960s.

Since 1994, the Himalayan 
nation has conducted a rhino 
census once every five years, as 
authorities stepped up their 
efforts to boost population 
numbers for the species listed 
as vulnerable by the Interna-
tional Union for the Conserva-
tion for Nature. In the first cen-
sus in 1994, 466 rhinos were 
counted.

Some 250 personnel -- includ-
ing enumerators, soldiers and 
veterinarians -- rode on 57 ele-
phants for nearly three weeks 
from late March to count the 
rhinos. "Rhinos were counted 

through a direct observation 
method, where the counting 
team reached as close as 100 
metres (330 feet) from the wild 
animal," Acharya added.

The rhino population has 
climbed in recent years amid 
the government's anti-poaching 
and conservation initiatives.

But the illegal trade of rhino 
horns -- prized in China and 
Southeast Asia for their sup-
posed medicinal properties -- 
remains a threat.

Some 26 rhinos died in Nepal 
last year, including four from 
poaching, the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation said. - AFP

NEPAL'S RHINO POPULATION INCREASES BY 107 IN 6 YEARS

ANTIGUA, BARBUDA: Ash covered 
much of the Caribbean island of St Vin-
cent and the stench of sulphur filled the 
air after a series of eruptions from a vol-
cano that had been quiet for decades.

The thick dust was also on the move, 
travelling 175 kilometres to the east and 
starting to affect the neighbouring island 
of Barbados.

"Barbadians have been urged to stay 
indoors as thick plumes of volcanic ash 
move through the atmosphere," the Car-
ibbean Disaster Emergency Management 
Agency said.

The whitish powder caked roads, 
homes and buildings in St Vincent after 
the powerful blasts from the La Soufriere 
volcano that began on Friday.

Visibility in some areas was extremely 

limited, while in the capital city Kings-
town on the south of the island – the vol-
cano is in the north – the ash caused a 
thin haze of dust, the portal said.

"Vincentians are waking up to 
extremely heavy ash fall and strong sul-
phur smells which have now advanced to 
the capital," the local emergency man-
agement agency tweeted.

The eruptions prompted thousands of 
people to flee to safety. Around 16,000 
people live in areas under evacuation 
orders.

The 1,235-metre La Soufriere – the 
name is French for "sulphur mine" – 
had not erupted since 1979, and its 
largest eruption happened over a centu-
ry ago, killing more than 1,000 people 
in 1902. - AFP

Volcanic ash clouds spread from 
St Vincent to Barbados

Nepal's population of endangered one-horned rhinoceros sees an 
increase.

Former President Donald 
Trump speaking to members 
of the Republican National 
Committee (RNC) at his Mar-
a-Lago resort in Florida.
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CHINA: China is considering the 
mixing of different COVID-19 vaccines 
to improve the relatively low efficacy of 
its existing options, a top health expert 
has told a conference.  

Authorities have to "consider ways to 
solve the issue that efficacy rates of 
existing vaccines are not high", Chinese 
media outlet The Paper reported, citing 
Gao Fu, the head of the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.  

His comments mark the first time a 
top Chinese expert has publicly alluded 
to the relatively low efficacy of the 
country's vaccines, as China forges 
ahead in its mass vaccination campaign 
and exports its jabs around the world.  

China has administered around 161 
million doses since vaccinations began 
last year -- most people will require two 
shots -- and aims to fully inoculate 40 
percent of its 1.4 billion population by 
June.  

But many have been slow to sign up 
for jabs, with life largely back to normal 
within China's borders and domestic 
outbreaks under control.  

Gao has previously stressed the best 
way to prevent the spread of Covid-19 
is vaccination, and said in a recent state 
media interview that China aims to vac-
cinate 70 percent to 80 percent of its 
population between the end of this year 
and mid-2022.  

At the conference in Chengdu on Sat-
urday, Gao added that an option to 

overcome the efficacy problem is to 
alternate the use of vaccine doses that 
tap different technologies.  

This is an option that health experts 
outside China are studying as well.  

Gao said experts should not ignore 
mRNA vaccines just because there are 
already several coronavirus jabs in the 
country, urging for further develop-
ment, The Paper reported.  

Sinopharm's vaccines have efficacy 
rates of 79.34 percent and 72.51 per-
cent respectively, while the overall effi-

cacy for CanSino's stands at 65.28 per-
cent after 28 days.  

Venezuela to produce            
Cuban COVID-19 vaccine  

Venezuela hopes to produce two mil-
lion doses per month of a Cuban coro-
navirus vaccine, President Nicolas 
Maduro said Sunday.  

The South American country will 
also take part in Phase 3 trials for the 
Abdala vaccine produced by its socialist 

ally.  "We've signed an agreement to 
produce in our laboratories... two mil-
lion vaccines a month of the Abdala 
vaccine... for August, September, 
approximately," said Maduro in a televi-
sion address.  

Cuba has developed four vaccines 
that are in various stages of clinical tri-
als.  

Germany's COVID-19                 
infections pass 3 m  

The number of COVID-19 infections 
in Germany has crossed the three mil-
lion mark, according to figures pub-
lished Monday by the Robert Koch 
Institute disease control centre.  

The total number of infections now 
stands at 3,011,513, with 78,452 
deaths, the institute said.   

China gives 200,000 vaccine 
doses to Cameroon  

Cameroon received a gift of 200,000 
doses of China's Sinopharm vaccine 
against Covid-19 on Sunday, state tele-
vision reported.  

The country of around 26 million 
people is one of the hardest hit on the 
African continent, with 61,700 cases 
and 919 deaths recorded. Neighbours 
Equatorial Guinea and Gabon have 
already begun inoculation campaigns 
using the Sinopharm vaccine.  - AFP

China mulls mixing vaCCines 
To improve effiCaCy of jabs

Work at a factory of Chinese vaccine maker Sinovac Biotech in Beijing.

BRAZIL: The number of COVID-19 
patients under 40 in intensive care in Bra-
zil surpassed older groups last month, a 
researcher said Sunday, amid a deadly 
surge driven partly by a new coronavirus 
variant.  

The number of people aged 39 or 
younger in intensive care units with 
COVID-19 in March rose sharply to more 
than 11,000, or 52.2 percent of the total, 
said the Brazilian ICU Project.  

That was up from 14.6 percent of total 
ICU patients early in the pandemic and 
around 45 percent from September 
through February.  Patients over 80, who 
fell from 13.6 percent to 7.8 percent of the 
total in Brazil's ICUs in March, are now 

largely vaccinated. Young people are also 
more likely to expose themselves to the 
virus, whether because they have to leave 
home to work or believe they are less vul-
nerable, he said.  

Another factor may be the new Brazil-
ian variant, known as P1, which experts 
say is partly responsible for the country's 
COVID-19 death toll exploding in March.  

Brazil registered more than 66,500 
COVID-19 deaths in March, more than 
double the hard-hit country's previous 
monthly record in July 2020. 

The disease has claimed a total of 
351,000 lives in the country of 212 million 
people, a death toll second only to that of 
the United States. - AFP  

over 52.2% of brazil's iCu Covid 
patients are under 40

Medical workers treat a COVID-19 patient at the intensive care unit of a hospital in Niteroi, 
Rio de Janeiro,Brazil.

US: Protests broke out Sunday night after 
US police fatally shot a young Black man in a 
suburb of Minneapolis -- where a former 
police officer is currently on trial for the mur-
der of George Floyd.   

Hundreds of people gathered outside the 
police station in Brooklyn Center, northwest 
of Minneapolis, with police later firing tear-

gas and flash bangs to disperse the crowd, 
according to an AFP videojournalist.   

The National Guard was on the scene, 
police had declared an illegal assembly, and 
the Brooklyn Center mayor said he would 
“be issuing a curfew order shortly”.   

The mother of Daunte Wright, a 20-year-
old Black man, told a crowd earlier Sunday 

evening that he called her to say he had been 
pulled over by police, local media reported.   

Katie Wright said she heard officers tell 
her son to put his phone down, and then one 
of the officers ended the call. Soon after, her 
son's girlfriend told her he had been shot.   

The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension confirmed to AFP it was “investigat-
ing an officer-involved shooting incident” in 
Brooklyn Center but declined to identify the 
victim. According to a statement from the 
Brooklyn Center Police Department, officers 
pulled over a driver for a traffic violation. 
When they discovered he had an outstanding 
warrant, they tried to take him into custody.   

He got back into his car, and one of the 
officers fired their weapon, striking the driv-
er, who died at the scene.   

A female passenger in the car suffered 
“non-life threatening injuries” and was trans-
ported to a local hospital, said the statement, 
which did not identify the woman.   

Photos from the protest showed men 
stomping on the windshield of a police cruis-
er. Police fired rubber bullets to try to dis-
perse the protesters, according to the Star 
Tribune. The shooting comes during the 
ongoing trial of former police officer Derek 
Chauvin, who is facing charges of manslaugh-
ter and murder over the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis last May. Floyd's killing 
sparked months of protests in the United 
States against racism and police brutality and 
attracted international outrage. - AFP   

u.s. poliCe shooTing of blaCk man 
in minneapolis sparks fresh proTesTs

Protesters clashed with police in Minneapolis after an officer shot and killed a Black man during a 
traffic stop.

RUSSIA: Sixty years ago 
on Monday cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin became the first per-
son in space, securing victory 
for Moscow in its race with 
Washington and marking a 
new chapter in the history of 
space exploration.   

Decades later, his journey 
has become shrouded in myth 
after many details about the 
historic mission were for years 
kept secret by the Soviets.   

Here are five things to know 
about Gagarin's legendary 
flight: A trained steel worker 
turned military pilot, Gagarin 
was selected from thousands 
of candidates to undergo the 
rigorous training required for 
a space flight.   

Apart from showing excel-
lent results in his tests, Gaga-
rin, then aged 27, also report-
edly stood out by removing his 
shoes before entering the 
Vostok spacecraft designated 
for the mission, a custom in 
Russia when entering a home.   

On April 12, 1961, as Gaga-
rin's flight took off from the 
Baikonur spaceport in Kazakh-
stan, he exclaimed his iconic 
catchphrase “Poekhali!”, or 
“Let's go!” in Russian.   

The flight lasted just 108 
minutes as the Vostok com-
pleted one loop around the 
Earth.   

Once Gagarin safely 
returned home, the success of 
his mission outshone the fact 
that not everything went 
according to plan.   

Among a dozen technical 
glitches, his spacecraft entered 
into orbit at a higher altitude 
than expected.   

If its brakes system had mal-
functioned, Gagarin would 
have had to wait for the space-
craft to begin descending on 
its own. And while the Vostok 
was stocked with enough food, 

water and oxygen to last 10 
days, the higher altitude 
meant the wait would have 
been much longer and Gagarin 
would have run out of sup-
plies. Luckily for the Russian 
cosmonaut, the brakes worked.   

But Gagarin came down 
miles away from his expected 
landing point, ejecting from 
his capsule over the Saratov 
region in southern Russia.   

He landed in a field where 
the first people he saw were a 
young girl and her grandmoth-
er digging up potatoes.   

Clad in a white helmet and 
orange spacesuit, he struggled 
at first to convince them amid 
Cold War tensions that he was 
not a foreign spy.   

 Legend has it that before 
takeoff Gagarin asked the bus 
driver bringing him to the 
launchpad to pull over so he 
could relieve himself.   

For years Russian cosmo-
nauts repeated the ritual 
before launching into space, 
but the decades-old supersti-
tion may soon be forced into 
retirement: the new design of 
the Russian spacesuit present-
ed in 2019 is not equipped 
with a fly and is too heavy to 
nimbly remove.   

While Gagarin became a 
household name in the Soviet 
Union, for years nobody knew 
about the mastermind of the 
country's space programme: 
Sergei Korolyov.   

The Soviets even rejected a 
Nobel prize awarded to their 
“Chief Designer”, determined 
to keep his identity a secret. 
Only after his death in 1966 
was his name revealed.   

Under Korolyov's leader-
ship, the USSR sent not only 
the first person to space, but 
later the first woman, as well 
as conducting the first space-
walk. - AFP   

five things to know about 
gagarin's journey to space

Yuri Gagarin's Vostok 1 descent module after landing on April 12 
1961, in the rural Saratov region of Russia. Gagarin was greeted by 
a shocked farmer.

Yuri Gagarin 

MYANMAR: Myanmar youth 
are fighting the junta's internet 
shutdown and information sup-
pression with an explosive under-
ground printed newsletter they are 
secretly distributing across com-
munities.

For 56 days straight there have 
been internet outages in coup-hit 
Myanmar, according to monitoring 
group NetBlocks.

The country has been in turmoil 
since democratically-elected leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi was ousted in a 
February 1 coup, triggering a mass 
uprising that has resulted in a bru-
tal security crackdown and more 
than 700 civilian deaths.

Thirty-year-old Lynn Thant, not 
his real name, started the under-
ground newsletter and gave it the 
edgy name Molotov to appeal to 
young people.

Police and soldiers have arrested 
more than 3,000 people since the 
coup, according to local monitor-
ing group Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners.

Two hundred high profile celeb-
rities including actors, singers and 
social media influencers are on an 
arrest warrant list and could face 
three years' jail if convicted of 
spreading dissent against the mili-
tary.

He said the publication had a 
reach of more than 30,000 people 
on Facebook so far and the main 
audience was Generation Z activ-
ists.

Copies of the newsletter are also 
being distributed under the radar 
at produce markets. Myanmar 
lived under military rule for 49 
years before it transitioned to 
democracy in 2011. - AFP

myanmar youth fight internet outages 
with underground newsletter

Myanmar activists are producing and printing the Molotov newsletter to get 
around the junta's internet shutdown and suppression of the media - AFP 

The Natanz Fuel Enrichment Plant in Iran.

IRAN: Iran's atomic energy organi-
sation said Sunday the Natanz nuclear 
facility was hit by a terrorist act, hours 
after it said an "accident" had caused a 
power failure there.  

The episode came a day after the 
Islamic republic said it had started up 
advanced uranium enrichment centri-
fuges at the site, in a breach of its com-
mitments under a troubled 2015 deal 
with world powers.  

Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the Iran 
Atomic Energy Organisation (IAEO), 
condemned a "futile" act, while urging 
the international community to "con-
front this anti-nuclear terrorism", in a 
statement carried by state television.  

The attack was carried out by "oppo-
nents of the country's industrial and 
political progress, who aim to prevent 
development of a thriving nuclear 
industry," he said, without specifying 
what country or entity might be behind 
the alleged sabotage.  

IAEO spokesman Behrouz Kamalvan-
di had earlier reported an accident at 
the enrichment facility caused by a 
"power failure". No one was injured 
and there was no radioactive release, 
the official Fars news agency reported, 
citing the spokesman.  

Kamalvandi said there had been "an 
accident in part of the electrical circuit 
of the enrichment facility" at the 
Natanz complex near Tehran.- AFP  

iran's says nuClear faCiliTy 
hiT by aCT of 'Terrorism'
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By M.H.yakeeM   

Sri Lanka’s well known cyclist 
Boniface Perera teamed up with 
Ride for Ceylon for a ride to 
Kalutura over the weekend. Bon-
iface represented Sri Lanka at 
the Commonwealth Games and 
won the Tour de Lanka race for 
three consecutive years.   

He stated his amazement at 
the work being done by Ride for 
Ceylon in Sri Lanka, to bridge 

the communities and restore 
GMH. Boniface has vowed to 
help whenever possible.   

Boniface is hoping to join the 
charity ride to Jaffna in July if 
time permits.   

Two riders, Ramzi Riyal and 
Dulanganie Jayatilleke, were 
impressed by Boniface’s willing-
ness to encourage and help all 
the fellow riders with varying 
capabilities.     

Cycling legend Boniface supports 
Charity ride for Ceylon   

altHaf Nawaz 

 Flanker. Buddhika Thalagampola 
started his education from an under 
privileged school from Kegalle Dis-
trict before moving to a Colombo 
school with a scholarship to become 
the cynosure of all eyes in the game of 
rugby f ootball.   

Buddhika was born in 1983 in 
Ruwanwella and his father is Dawson 
Thalagampola a planter at Janawasa-
ma and  mother late Seelawathi was a 
housewife. He has one brother Kamal. 
He first attended Magammana Junior 
school in1989 and went to study there 
until 1996. In 1996, he moved to 
Ruwanwella Central   

College and continued his education 
till 1999. With the introduction of 
rugby in their district, his school too 
participated and he was included in 
the inaugural under-15 team in 1997, 
where one Priyantha was their coach 
who taught them the laws of the 
game. They used to play rugby at the  
Inter Provincial tournament where 
former Pathanian Shamly Nawaz and 
their junior coach Janaka Abeysinghe 
who  currently resides in Scotland 
spotted Buddhika and two other 
extraordinary performers. Later all 
three of them were offered   

scholarships at Isipathana College, 
Colombo to continue their studies 
while playing rugby for them. He 
enrolled at Isipathana in 1999, while 
he was preparing for the G.C.E. Ordi-
nary Level examination and went on 

to study until 2002. One of the other 
persons to gain a scholarship was for-
mer National player and 2008 CR 
skipper Anuradha Dharmathilaka.   

At the time when he donned the 
Isipathana rugby jersey, it was S.W. 
Chang who was coaching the first XV 
team. Until then Buddhika was play-
ing as a fly half and Chang requested 
him to change his position to second 
row forward, which enabled him to 
convert to become a profound player. 

This wise move  also transformed 
him to one of the key players of the 
game in that era. Nevertheless, he 
locked horns for Isipathana first XV 
team from 2000 to 2002. He was a 
regular member of the team that 
clinched the Knock-Out championship 
in 2001 under the captaincy of Ranga 
Perera, jointly coached by Champika 
Nishantha and Bimal Perera. 

In his second year in 2002, under 
the captaincy of Anuranga Walpola 
they were the League Runner up, and 
went on to win the all Island sevens 
championship, later clinching the 
Prime   

Ministers Trophy coached by Sanath 
Martis.   

He was included in the Sri Lankan 
team that toured Japan in 2001 for the 
Junior Rugby Asiad  captained by 
Anuranga Walpola under the watchful 
eyes of Asanga Seneviratne and Pri-
yantha Gunarathne’s coaching, where 
they became plate runner-up. After his 
school career, he opted to continue 

playing rugby and enrolled with CR 
and FC in 2003 under the captaincy of 
Shamly Nawaz. That team was 
coached by Tony Amit who was also 
instrumental in changing his playing 
position from second row to flanker 
which gave him the opportunity to 
play more freely and showcase his 
defensive ability against some top 
players including foreign players 
which  definitely paved the  way to 
being selected to the National team. In 
2003, he was initially selected to the 
National XV’s team as a . forward. He 
was a regular member of the starting 
lineup of the National XV team in 
2003/4 seasons under the   

captaincy of Pradeep Basnayake. He 

made his debut with the National 
team at the World Cup Qualifiers 
Series in 2003 followed by Rugby 
Asiad 2004 in Hong Kong. While com-
peting there, he continued to play for 
his club CR in 2004 under the cap-
taincy of Pavithra Fernando, which he 
rates as an unforgettable year as a 
player. 

He went on to win the award for 
Best Forward of the Tournament at 
the Caltex League that year. Later that 
year, he made his one and only nation-
al sevens appearance at the Singer Sri   

Lankan sevens subsequently that 
tournament was used as sevens World 
Cup Qualifier under the captaincy of 
Radhika Hettiarachchi, coached by 
George Simpkin where they ended up 
as Plate Champions. He was last 
selected in the national sevens squad 
in 2007 for Hong Kong sevens.   

At the end of 2004 rugby season, he 
was invited by Kandy SC to join them. 
He played for them from 2005 to 
2012. They as a team won each and 
every tournament they played except 
one league title. While he was in KSC, 
his career was threatened by several 
injuries, which kept him out of the 
game frequently.

 He had to go through an ACL 
reconstruction of both of his knees, 
which was a major blow followed by a 
fracture to his wrist, which limited his 
contribution towards the team. 
According to him the most   

unforgettable moment at KSC was 

being appointed as the Captain of 
2011 season. However, his hopes were 
short lived after four games as he 
injured his left knee resulting in him 
undergoing  surgery . From 2004 to 
2018, he was working at a leading 
private bank and in 2013, he was pro-
moted as a Branch Manager, where he 
decided to hang up his boots.

He would like to extend his sincere 
gratitude to KSC and its management 
who made huge contributions for him 
to come up in his personal life in many 
ways. Malik Samarawickrama the per-
son who was behind the success of the 
club and each and every player of the 
team. 

In 2018, he resigned from the bank to 
start his career as a rugby coach. Start-
ed with coaching the under-16 Isipatha-
na team which became joint league 
champions with Royal College and 

Plate Champions in the All 
Island 10’s tournament in 
2018. Then in 2019, he 
joined Trinity as the first 
XV forwards coach was 
privileged to   

work with former 
national high performance 
director Imthi Marikkar 
and former All black Rod-
ney Soialo during that sea-
son. 

In 2020, he returned to 
Isipathana as first XV for-
wards coach and worked 
with former national coach 

Ronny Ibrahim and his school mate and 
national player Riza Mubarak. At the   

end of 2021, he started working as 
KSC under-24 forwards coach under 
guidance of his former team mate and 
KSC head coach Fazil Marija until mat-
ters came to a standstill due to out-
break of Covid-19. However, he will 
continue to be part of the KSC coach-
ing staff in next season.   

He is a World Rugby XV Level-2 
accredited coach and took part in a two 
weeks long coach development pro-
gramme at Rugby Academy in Ireland 
in 2018. Currently reading for a diplo-
ma in exercise and sports science in 
Peradeniya University. .   

His wife is Shanthi Marian a banker 
working in Kandy who stood as the pil-
lar of strength in his ups and downs 
and Ameli, Rylee and Kylee  are his 
children.     

Rural lad Buddhika shone 
as a flanker for Sri Lanka

Buddhika thalagampola

DilwiN MeNDis   
Moratuwa Sports Special Correspondent   

Athlete, Sabaragamuwa Universi-
ty Captain, Sri Lanka under 19 and 
Sri Lanka Universities Volleyball 
player Harambage Ridmi Sakun-
thala Fernando has brought honour 
and glory to her Alma Mater Dham-
missara National School Nattandiya 
Sabaragamuwa University and her 
motherland.   

Ridmi was admitted to the Grade 
One of Dhrmarama Maha Vidyalaya 
Mahawewa in 2002 and she was 
there for two years and from there 
she joined Sri Gunarathana Maha 
Vidyalaya and she came under Mrs. 
Pushpika and she was in that school 
from Grade Three to Eight. When 
she was in Grade 7 and 8 she did 
High Jump, Long Jump and 100 
metres and both these years she 
swept the board in all three events 
and became the under 12 champi-
on. In 2008 she won in the Divi-
sional, Zonal meets and came third 
in Provincial Meet from there she 
was drafted to Dhammissara 
National School in 2009 and it was 
Dhammissara’s gain and Siri Gunar-
athana Vidyalayas loss. In 2009 
Sports Meet she won the Division-
al, Zonal, District and she did not 
participate in the All Island Schools 
Meet due to personal reasons.   

Noticing her talents in volleyball 
her parents Ravindra Fernandoa 
and Inoka Sanjewani encouraged 
their daughter Ridmi to take up to 
volleyball and she immediately 
came under the Prefect of Games 

Keerthi Jayasekera and the coach 
Samansiri Seneviratne. Same year 
she was selected to the under 14 
Volleyball team and they won the 
Divisional, Zonal, District and 
came third in the Provincial tourna-
ment and third in DSI Tournament 
and in 2010 they came second in 
the DSI and All Island Inter School 
tournament and they were the run-
ners up. With all these performanc-
es under her belt in 2012 she was 
selected for the Youth Volleyball 
Championship held in China and 
they came twelfth and she received 
colours and that tour was a fine 
exposure for Ridmi.   

After returning to the island she 
was appointed as the Girls Sports 
Captain of the School and her 
House Team became Volleyball 

Champions and she was adjudged 
the Best Volleyball Player, and Ath-
lete. In the mean time she was 
selected to the tour of Asian under 
19 Volleyball Championship held in 
Taipei, China and Sri Lankan girls 
came up to the Best Eight for the 
first time in the history of Sri Lanka 
Girls Volleyball. Same year in 2014 
she toured Thailand for the Asian 
Girls Volleyball Championship and 
they finished Fifth out of eight 
countries. 

She took part in the Wayamba 
National Festival and their team 
secured the second place and in 
2017/18 festival they were the 
champions and she carried away 
the Best Player award. Then repre-
senting the Koswadiya Wijaya Club 
they were the Dialog Champions in 

2017/18. With all these performanc-
es and experience she was a unani-
mous choice for the Asian under 23 
Volleyball Championship held in 
Thailand.   

In 2016/17/18 and 19 they were 
the Munchee Super League Cham-
pions. Representing the Sabaraga-
muwa University in the Inter Uni-
versity Volleyball Championship 
they were the champions in 2018 
and 19 and they were the SLUG 
Champions in 2020. 

She won the SLUSA Colours in 
2020 and she was the Captain of 
the Sabaragamuwa University 
Team in 2020/21. Presently she is 
following a Training Course at Vol-
leyball Headquarters Colombo.   

ridmi sakunthala the athlete turned volleyball player   

sri lanka Under 23 ladies Volleyball team for asia Cup in 2017 posed for a 
photograph just after their match against thailand. (Picture by – Dilwin Mendis, 
Moratuwa sports special Correspondent)

Ridmi sakunthala

UPaNaNDa jayasUNDeRa
Kandy Sports Special Correspondent   

St.Anthony’s Girls School, Katugastota 
has dominated girls school cricket during 
the last decade and the girls cricket team 
has become champions in the ‘C’ group in 
the All Island Schools Cricket tournament 
conducted by the Sri Lanka Cricket Asso-
ciiation which is now in progress. In addi-
tion they have become champions in Kandy 
District softballl tournament for well over 
10 years and their hardball cricket team has 
emerged champions for more than five 
years. In the year 2018, St.Anthony’s Girls 
Cricket Team finished fourth at the All 
Island Girls Cricket tournament.   

This year they went up in the ladder of 

success to become Group ‘C’ champions 
defeating Nugawela National School, Jaya-
siripura Junior School, Bakamuna and 
finally beat Mahamaya Girls School by 
eight wickets .   

 The victorious girls cricket team of 
St.Anthony’s Girls School, Katugastota-  
Sachini Dayaratne (Captain) Meedum 
Gamage, Malshani Rathnayake,Kaveesha 
Basnayake, Tharushi Sathsarani, Dulmini 
Jayaweera, Anuththara Bandara, Chandima 
Prasadini, Senani Jayawardena, K.Shakthi-
ka, Jinenthra Chandraratne, Niranji Perera, 
K.Sehansa, D.Sauri. Wasanthi 
Jinadasa(Teacher-in-charge) Lakmini 
Amarasekera(teacher-in-charge) Susantha 
Basnayake (coach).

antonian Girls going great 
guns in cricket   

two outstanding cricketers, of st anthony’s Girls school Nethmi Malshani and shalani Das-
sanayake with coach susantha Basnayake. (Picture. by Upananda jayasundera-kandy sports spl.Corr   

DHaMMika RatNaweeRa  

Hatton National Bank 
(HNB) emerged overall 
champions while Seylan 
Bank and McLarens 
Group of companies fin-
ished second and third 
respectively at the 37th 
Mercantile Badminton 
Association Inter-Firm 
Team Championships 
worked off in Colombo 
recently.  

HNB emerged champi-
ons in three divisions and 
also finished runners-up in 
five divisions to bag a total 
of 203 points.   

Seylan Bank, who col-
lected 137 points through-
out the championships, 

won five divisions.  McLa-
rens Group won the Mas-
ters and Men’s ‘D’ Divi-

sion titles while finishing 
runners-up in two other 
divisions as they collected 
106 points.  

Hayleys, who bagged the 
Men’s ‘A’ Division title 
while finishing runner-up in 
the Women’s ‘A’ Division, 
was placed fourth with 88 
points while Commercial 
Bank also did well to secure 
the fifth spot with 73 points.  

More than 425 players 
took part in the champion-
ships and a total of 580 
matches were conducted 
during 10 days of competi-
tions.

HNB overall champs at Mercantile Badminton Tourney   

HNB Badminton team celebrates with the trophy     

Rizwan Badoordeen has been elected 
President of the Colombo Malay Cricket 
Club (CMCC) for the second consecutive 
year at their annual general meeting held at 
the ‘Padang’ in Slave Island.  

Badoordeen is at the helm at an impor-
tant juncture in the history of CMCC as the 
oldest cricket club in Sri Lanka prepares to 
celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2022.   

Following are the CMCC office-bearers 
for 2021-2022:  

Executive Committee: President: 
Rizwan Badoordeen JP. Immediate Past 
President: Ibnusha Ally. Vice-Presidents: 

Thaj Lantra, Iqram Cuttilan, Uvaiz Samsu-
deen, Hussain Jayah, Shanaz Bohoran, 
Marlene Lantra, Roy Marso, Taslim Raha-
man, Taarik Booso, Melanie Samsudeen, 
Maj. Gen. Roycelan Sallay (Rtd), SDIG M 
Ruwaiz Latiff (Rtd), Sabrina Jayah, Richie 
Sappideen and T. J. Packeerally. Club Cap-
tain: Rinaldin Rahaman. General Secre-
tary: Roshan Allang.  

Assistant General Secretary: Allaam 
Ousman  

Treasurer: Irfan Allang. Assistant 
Treasurer: Yaseem Samath. Branch Sec-
retaries: Ground and Pavilion: Akbar 

Samidon. Cricket: Thassim Junkeer. 
Hockey: Azad Jurangpathy. Rugby: 
Dilshan Allang. Netball: Perry Jumat. 
Indoor Games: Rienzie Johar. Social 
Entertainment: Sabina Halalldeen. 
Refreshment and Bar: Zulsky Passela. 
Youth Affairs: Rizan Nizam.  

Committee Members: Ayub Muthaliph, 
Nizhar Allang, Binthan Rahaman, Niameth 
Raheem, Shiyam Razak, Alvin Sallay, Shad 
Jamalon, Anver Falil, Haroon Musafer, 
Asha Hannan, Rozy Laxana, Ramzi 
Raheem, M. F. (Ivor) Maharoof, Rizvie Jal-
lil and Riza Ahamat. 

Badoordeen re-elected President of Malay CC   

Rizwan Badoordeen

Text and Picture by: i.l.RizaN, 
Addalaichenai Central Corre-

spondent   

Pottuvil Friends Youth 
Club Team emerged champi-
ons and Rock Challenge 
Youth Club Team emerged 
runner-up, at the Pottuvil 
DS division inter youth club 
cricket championship-2021 
conducted by the Pottuvil 
Divisional Secretariat Youth 
Services Unit and played at 
the Public Playground at 
Jalaldeen Square in Pottuvil 
recently.   

This tournament was 

organized by the Pottuvil 
Divisional Secretariat Youth 
Services Officer K.Zameer 
successfully to mark the 

33rd National Youth Sports 
Meet-2021   

The Pottuvil Friends 
Youth Club and Rock Chal-

lenge Youth Club cricket 
teams qualified for the final.   

Rock Challenge team 
were 33 for two wickets at 
the end of the five overs. In 
reply, Pottuvil Friends team 
reached the victory target in 
four overs for the loss of two 
wickets. The champion play-
ers at this competition will 
have to contest at Ampara 
District level competition 
shortly as they are the Pot-
tuvil Divisional Cricket 
Champions will be conduct-
ed by the National Youth 
Services Council.

pottuvil Friends youth Club cricket champions.   

the Champion Pottuvil friends youth Club and runners 
up Rock Challenge youth Club teams are seen here
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Chris Dhambarage   
Bangladesh Skipper Mominul Haque 

believes that they need to build up a 
strong fast bowling attack in their 
attempt to counter the Sri Lankans dur-
ing the Test series, which begins in 
Kandy later this month.   

The 21-member Bangladesh Cricket 
Team arrived in Colombo last evening 
and will play two Test matches against 
Sri Lanka, which is also part of the ICC 
World Test Championship, at the Palle-
kele Stadium.   

In fact, the Bangladesh Cricket Board 
(BCG) have decided to send additional 
bowlers for this tour and have also 
included three uncapped fast bowlers 
in their squad as Sri Lanka will not be 
providing net bowlers for the practice 
sessions.   

Bangladesh paid a heavy price dur-
ing their recent home series against the 
West Indies after including just one fast 
bowler in each of the two Tests and 
they do not want to have a repeat show 
in the series against Sri Lanka.   

“If the wicket permits I can play two, 
three or four pace bowlers. We are not 
making any short term plan. I feel if we 
want to do well in the future, we need 
to have 6-7 fast bowlers in our line-up,” 
Mominul told reporters shortly before 
his departure to Sri Lanka.   

The Bangladesh Captain is also 

determined to have a positive result in 
this series after they have had some 
bitter experience during the last 5-6 
Test matches.   

“We need to have a result because 
we have failed in the last 5-6 Test 
matches. Unless you are winning you 

cannot experiment and you have to 
understand when to experiment. 
There is no point experimenting in 
Sri Lanka,” he added.   

“There will be sporting wickets in Sri 
Lanka and if you see our batting unit 
has failed in the last couple of series. So 

they must come and perform if we want 
to have success in Sri Lanka.”   

Mominul also said that the absence 
of two key players, Shakib al Hasan and 
Mustafizur Rahman will not have a 
great impact in their overall perfor-
mances.   

“I don’t think their absence will have 
any impact. It’s just that we are not 
performing as a team and so we failed 
to achieve the desired results,” he 
added.   

Bangladesh Test Squad: Mominul 
Haque (Captain), Liton Das, Moham-
mad Mithun, Mushfiqur Rahim, Tamim 
Khan, Shadman Islam, Abu Jayed, Tai-
jul Islam, Najmul Hossain Shanto, 
Mehidy Hassan Miraz, Nayeem Hasan, 
Taskin Ahmed, Ebadot Hossain, 
Mohammad Hasan, Yasir Ali, Shoriful 
Islam, Khaled Ahmed, Mukidul Islam, 
Shuvagata Hom, Shahidul Islam and 
Nurul Hasan.   

The itinerary:   
April 12: Arrival and transferred to 

Negombo for mandatory room quaran-
tine.   

April 15-16: Quarantine Training at 
Katunayake.   

April 17-18: Inter-Squad warm-up 
match at Katunayake.   

April 19-20: Practice at Pallekele 
Stadium.   

April 21-25: 1st Test at Pallekele 
Stadium.   

April 26-28: Practice at Pallekele 
Stadium.   

April 29-May 3: 2nd Test at Palle-
kele Stadium.   

May 4: Departure.

Fast bowling unit to help team 
achieve results in lanka - Mominul   

bangladesh will play two Test matches against sri Lanka     

Janali Manamperi and Savini Jayasuriya 
clinched the Women’s Doubles title at the 
Hutch-HNB Clay Court Tennis Nationals, 
which continued at the SLTA Courts in Green 
Path yesterday.   

The favourites rallied around through their 
experience and went on to beat the combination 
of Zeenath Zihar and Saajida Razick 6-2, 7-5 
following a keenly contested final encounter.   

The results:   
Women’s Doubles final: Janali Manam-

peri and Savini Jayasurita beat Zeenath Zihar 
and Saajida Razick 6-2, 7-5.   

Girls’ Under-12 Singles final: Movindi 
Fernando beat Githmi Fernando 6-2, 7-5.   

Girls’ Under-14 Singles semi-finals: 
Ruwi Lewkebandara beat Arushi Thomas 6-4, 
1-6, 10-8. (C.D)

Janali and savini bag Women’s doubles title   

Janali manamperi and savini Jayasuriya celebrate their win     

Nitish Rana scored a brilliant 80 
to help Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) 
beat Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) by 
10 runs at the M. A. Chidambaram 
Stadium in Chennai on Sunday.   

Rana’s 93-run second-wicket part-
nership with Rahul Tripathi, who 
scored a quick-fire 53 helped KKR 
post 187 for six. Surnisers’s chase 
got off to a poor start as it lost open-
ers David Warner and Wriddhiman 
Saha inside the Powerplay.   

Jonny Bairstow, coming in at four, 
resurrected the chase with a 40-ball 
55. The England player got going 
with a six off Shakib al Hassan over 
extra cover before hammering 15 off 
one Andre Russell over.   

Bairstow and Manish Pandey kept 
the Sunrisers in the hunt by adding 
92 for the third wicket. However, 
Eoin Morgan’s punt of recalling Pat 
Cummins, who bowled two tight 
overs at the start, worked as the Aus-
sie pacer had Bairstow caught at 
point.   

Pandey who struck a valiant 
unbeaten half-century ran out of 

partners as the asking-rate climbed. 
It once again exposed Sunrisers’s 
lower-order weakness.   

Earlier, asked to bat, KKR got off 
to a strong start, with Rana slam-
ming a series of boundaries through 
the covers, both along the ground 
and over the in-field.   

He went after Sandeep Sharma, 
hitting the medium-pacer for three 
consecutive boundaries in the fourth 
over, two through the off-side and 
one over fine leg.   

With some help from Shubman 
Gill, KKR managed to get 50 off the 
Powerplay. Rashid Khan gave Sunris-
ers the first breakthrough, removing 
Gill.   

But Rana and Tripathi kept find-
ing boundaries with ease as KKR 
managed to score 95 runs between 
overs seven and 15.   

The right-handed Tripathi took on 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar in the 15th 
over, slamming the Indian pacer for a 
six over square leg and two bounda-
ries behind point to bring up his fifty 
in just 28 balls.   

Sunrisers pulled things back in the 
last five overs by getting four quick 
wickets but it was not enough in the 
end.   

Chief scores   
Kolkata Knight Riders: 187/6 in 

20 overs (Nitish Rana 80, Rahul Tri-
pathi 53, Rashid Khan 2/24, Moham-
mad Nabi 2/32)   

Sunrisers Hyderabad: 177/5 in 
20 overs (Manish Pandey 61 n.o, 
Jonny Bairstow 55, Prasidh Krishna 
2/35). (agencies)

rana, Tripathi, shine as KKr beat srH by 10 runs   

Nitish rana plays a shot     

sheriFDeeN amaTh   
Udesh Chandima of Sri Lanka Air Force and 

Tasmila Kavindi of Mahamaya Balika Vidyalaya, 
Nugegoda who represented Colombo District 
won the championships of Men’s and Women’s 
single events of Western Province Carrom 
Championships held at the Carrom Federation of 
Sri Lanka (CFSL) Headquarters, Delkanda from 
March 22nd to 24th. This was organized by the 
Ministry of Sports and Education of Western 
Province to select both men and women teams 
to be represented at the 46th National Sports 
Festival.   

Udesh Chandima beat Hasitha Anuruddha 
also of Sri Lanka Air Force by 2/1 (25/24, 17/25, 
25/24) while Tasmila Kavindi beat Maduka 
Dilshani of Sri Lanka Army by 2/0 (25/17, 25/0) 
at the finals of Men’s and Women’s Singles. Nis-
hantha Fernando and Joseph Roshita of Sri 
Lanka Navy ended up in third place.   

Under the directions of Mrs. Sewwandi Het-

tiarachchi, Director Sports of WP, Nishantha 
Dayasiri, Sports Officer (Carrom) organized 
this tournament under the supervision of 
CFSL. Over 150 players took part at this tour-
nament.   

 16 players were selected to represent WP at 
the 46th National Sports Festival.   

Men’sTeam - Udesh Chandima (SL Air 
Force), Hasitha Anuruddha (SL Air Force), 
Nishantha Fernando (SL Navy), Shaheed 
Hilmy (Royal College), Prameda Mendis (Uni-
versity of Kelaniya), Suraj Maduwantha (SL 
Army), Charith Madusanka (SL Army), Avon 
Wickramasinghe (SL Air Force).   

Women’s Team - Tasmila Kavindi (Mahama-
ya BV, Nugegoda), Madhuka Dilshani (SL 
Army), Joseph Roshita (SL Navy), Detuni 
Nomaya (SL Army), Nuwanthika Sanjeewani 
(Mahamaya BV, Nugegoda), Shashika Sanda-
mali (SL Army), M. Chithradevi (SL Army), 
Chalani Lakmali (SL Air Force).

Udesh and Tasmila clinch Western Province Carrom titles   

WP Women’s Team – (Front row L to r) Tasmila Kavindi, madhuka Dilshani, 
mrs. sewwandi hettiarachchi - WP sports Director, Joseph roshita, Detuni 
Nomaya, (back row L to r) Nuwanthika sanjeewani, shashika sandamali, 
m. Chithradevi and Chalani Lakmali.     

WP men’s Team – (Front rowL to r) Udesh Chandiama, hasitha anu-
ruddha, mrs. sewwandi hettiarachchi - WP sports Director, Nishantha 
Fernando, shaheed hilmy, (back row L to r) Prameda mendis, Charith 
madusanka and avon Wickramasinghe.   

Hideki Matsuyama held off 
the field to win the Masters by 
one stroke at Augusta National 
and become the first Japanese 
man to claim a major title.  

Matsuyama had a four-shot 
lead heading into the final day 
and, despite some nervy 
moments on Sunday, shot a 
one-over 73 to win on 10 
under par. American debutant 
Will Zalatoris was his closest 
challenger on nine under. Eng-
land’s Justin Rose, who led for 
two rounds, faded in the final 
18 holes with a two-over 74 to 
end five under.  

Xander Schauffele, playing 
with Matsuyama, birdied the 
15th to close to within two 
shots, but hit his tee shot in 
the water on the 16th as his 
challenge finished with a tri-
ple-bogey six. He ended on 
seven under in a share of third 
with fellow American and 
2015 champion Jordan Spieth.  

Spanish world number three 
Jon Rahm posted a final-day 
66 to come in a further stroke 
back, alongside Australia’s 
Marc Leishman.  Scotland’s 
Robert MacIntyre impressed 
on his debut and finished joint 
12th at two under to secure his 
place at next year’s Masters.  

A decade since Matsuyama 
was awarded the Silver Cup as 
the leading amateur at the 
2011 Masters, the 29-year-old 
returned to record a victory 
that will resonate hugely in his 
home nation. (bbC)  

Matsuyama 
wins historic 
Masters Title  

aLThaF NaWaz
Kumar De Silva was elected as the 

President the Mercantile Hockey 
Association(MHA) for the second 
consecutive year at the 65th annual 
AGM was held at the Reg Wood 
Lounge of the Burgher Recreation 
Club recently. 

Kumar is the former Director of 
Sales at Glaxo Smith Kline (Pvt) 
Ltd, who is having a stunning career 
representing Sri Lanka President XI, 
captaining Sri Lanka Schools, BRC, 

D. S Senanayake College Colombo 
and Dharmadutha College Badulla.   

President Kumar de Silva present-
ed key highlights of the association, 
key financial KPIs and projects that 
have been completed 2020.   

Speaking on the occasion, legend-
ary past president and a life member 
of the Mercantile Hockey Associa-
tion, Dennis De Rozairo, stated that 
the awareness of the Association’s 
brand name has been increased by 
ten folds due to recent book launch 

of “Just call me Dennis ‘’ as well as, 
managing the affairs of the associa-
tion, despite Covid 19 challenges.  

President Kumar De Silva - (SRB Logistics Pvt 
Ltd)

Vice Presidents Asif Bary - (SRB Logistics Pvt 
Ltd), Balagobi - (Price Water House Coopers)

Juragen Majid - (Expo Ceylon Pharmaceuticals)
Christopher Tissera – (SRB Logistics Pvt Ltd)
Ajith De Silva - (Brown & Co Plc)
Secretary Asif Bary - (SRB Logistics Pvt Ltd)
Asst. Secretary Laxmananraj Ganeshkumar - 

(Allianz)

Treasurer Chandana Weragama – (Sam-
path Bank Plc)

Asst. Treasurer Chaminda Suduarachchi 
– (HNB Group)

Executive Committee Gihan Peiris - 
(Allianz), Sumith Jayasena - (Commercial 
Bank),

Nipuna Nirmal - (DPMC ), Heminda Weera-
koon - (HNB), Shammika Meegahapola - 
(MAS Holdings), Sameera Ushantha - (Sam-
path Bank), Jiiffry Irshad - (Seylan Bank) 

Sachith Dilshan - (Airport & Aviation), 
Vishwa Prabath - (Browns)

Kumar de silva heads mercantile ha

The office bearers of the mercantile hockey association are seen here
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