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Travel restrictions imposed
between provinces

President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa last night instructed
the relevant officials and
agencies to impose travel
restrictions between the
nine provinces until May
30, 2021, the President’s
Media Division said.

Accordingly, inter-pro-
vincial movements will

be restricted apart from
essential travel and essen-
tial goods transport/ser-
vices.

This move is aimed at
minimizing the COVID-19
spread among the prov-
inces.

Further details will be
announced in this regard.

COVID-19 Healthcare and Social Security Fund

Balance funds to be used for vaccination

SHAVINI MADHARA

A decision has been
taken to use the balance

Rs.1,360,922,969.64 of the
COVID-19 Healthcare and
Social Security Fund for vac-
cination, the President’s Media
Division stated.

The President’s Media
stated that the total amount
credited to the fund was

Rs. 1,752,402,793.24.
The amount spent so far is
Rs.391,479,824.00. It is 23% of
the total amount collected.

The remaining amount is
very low when compared to
the amount the Government
is expected to spend on vac-
cinations.

But the management of the
Fund’s Board has pointed out

the importance of using the
Fund’s balance for vaccination.

A large number of people,
several local institutions and
a group of Sri Lankans liv-
ing abroad donated money to
the Itukama COVID-19 Fund.
International financial institu-
tions or organizations have not
contributed to the COVID-19
Fund.
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IN CASE OF LOCKDOWN/ISOLATION OF ANY AREA

UNINTERRUPTED FLOW OF
ESSENTIALS GUARANTEED

UTILITIES, SERVICES, FOOD

DISTRIBUTION UNAFFECTED

DILSHAN THARAKA

A discussion was held under the
Chairmanship of the Chairman of
the Presidential Task Force former
Minister Basil Rajapaksa, with the
participation of the relevant Minis-
ters, Secretaries to the Ministries
and Heads of Departments on the
setting up of a mechanism for the
continuous and efficient distribu-
tion of essential services and con-
sumer goods to the local public, at
Temple Trees on May 09.

No decision on

islandwide lockdown

DILANKA GUNATILLAKE

According to the report pre-
pared by the Additional Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister Anton
Perera regarding that discussion, if
a quarantine curfew is imposed or
if any area or district is isolated,
it is essential that the distribu-
tion mechanism be continued to
maintain the supply of goods and
services required by the people in
those areas.

Accordingly, licenses should be
issued to a minimum number of

LICENSES FOR

MOBILE VENDORS

mobile vendors in accordance with
health guidelines when necessary
to distribute food items within or
outside the District.

Government Banks, Sathosa
Sales outlets, Co-operative Whole-
sale Corporation, Economic Cen-
tres, Manufacturing Industries,
Distribution Networks and Co-
operative Warehouses need to be
kept open at all times in compli-
ance with healthcare regulations,
report said. LN

Apartment

Vaccination to be expedited

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA

The COVID-19 Virus Control Performance Review Committee
which convened yesterday under the patronage of Health Minister
Pavithra Wanniarachchi has taken a number of decisions on spe-
cific measures that need to be taken to prevent the spread of the

pandemic.

This Special Performance Review Committee consists of Medi-
cal Administrators, Administrative Service Officers, and Specialist

Physicians and is chaired by Minister Wanniarachchi WIIIE0A | gl 3 |

Educational

reforms by 2023

- Prof. G.L. Peiris

LAHIRU FERNANDO

The proposed new educational
reforms will pave the way for stu-
dents to complete their university
education early and become gradu-
ates in their early twenties, Educa-
tion Minister Prof. G.L. Peiris said.

Speaking to the media at the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
head office in Battaramulla yester-

day, he said those reforms are expected to be implemented

in 2023. LA

Chief of Defence Staff, Army Commander and Head,
National Operations Centre for Prevention of COVID-19
Outbreak (NOCPCO) General Shavendra Silva said that
no decision had been taken regarding an islandwide lock-

down.

Hence, he requested the public not to panic due to
certain rumours and misleading reports of
a lockdown spreading through social media.

However, the Army Commander stated
that travel restrictions could be imposed
within the next few days curtailing travel
between provinces. WIZHAF
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Members of the Special Task Force Special Waterborne Operations Squadron displaying their skills
during the Unit’s inauguration at the Bolgoda Lake.
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Institutional
exams postponed

LAHIRU FERNANDO

The Department
of Examinations has
postponed all the insti-
tutional examinations
scheduled to be held
from May 15 until fur-
ther notice.

Issuing a special
notice, the Commis-
sioner General of
Examinations B. Sanath
Pujitha said the decision
was taken considering
the present COVID-19
pandemic situation in
the country NEIZHAF
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Divisions isolated:
14 released from
isolation

Chief of Defence Staff, Army
Commander and Head, National
Operations Centre for Preven-
tion of COVID-19 Outbreak
(NOCPCO) General Shavendra
Silva announced that 16 Grama
Niladhari Divisions in Gampaha,
Ampara, W

DMT Narahenpita,
Werahera offices closed

The Department of Motor Traf-
fic (DMT) has decided to extend

ALLIED TRADING  the time period of the temporary
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suspension of the services provid-
ed by Narahenpita and Werahera
offices \UILHALY

STF forms Waterborne Operations Squadron

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

The Paramilitary Unit of the
Sri Lanka Police, the Special
Task Force (STF) has estab-
lished a Special Unit named the
Special Waterborne Operations
Squadron comprising 16 offic-

ers of the Special Task Force.
The Unit was established on
Sunday to thwart illegal sand
mining, felling of trees, forest
destruction, smuggling and
other crimes across the country.

Police Spokesman DIG Ajith

Rohana said 16 officers of the
STF were trained by experts
under the sponsorship of the
United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) and the
Sri Lanka Powerboat Associa-
tion. WL
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Police to monitor

public transport, taxis

DINULI FRANCISCO

Police are conducting a special operation
in Public transport to monitor adherence
to COVID-19 rules and regulations since
yesterday morning.

Police Media Spokesman DIG Ajith
Rohana stated that public transport vehicles
including buses, three-wheelers, and taxis
will be monitored NI
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Cabinet should take
charge - Ranil

SHIROMI ABEYSINGHE

Former Prime Minister and United
National Party Leader Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe has said the Cabinet should
take full powers to save the country
and its people from the Corona epi-
demic.

He noted that the Committees that
have been set up to suppress the spread of corona have
failed, adding that there are people in the Cabinet who
have experience and many lives could be lost if the Cabi-
net does not take immediate responsibility. UTIEAEY
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Youths to make 10,000
COVID beds in four days

CAMELIA NATHANIEL these beds. The Minister was

Youth in various Provinces also expected to visit several
have donated 10,000 beds com- locations in the Colombo Dis-
pleted in a short span of 10 days trict last night to motivate the
to help COVID-19 infected youth in fulfilling their national
patients. The beds were handed duty.

UAE bars travellers
from South Asia

The UAE will bar entry to all trav-
ellers from Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Nepal and Sri Lanka from Wednes-
day night.

The decision affects incoming
flights and all carriers, excluding
transit services.

The General Authority of Civil
Aviation and National Emergency
Crisis and Disasters Management
Authority (NCEMA) issued the deci-
sion on Tuesday.

The last flights to be allowed entry
to the UAE will be at 11.59pm on
Wednesday, May 12. Officials cited
Covid-19 as the reason, without elab-
orating.

In Bangladesh on Saturday offi-
cials confirmed the first case of an
Indian virus variant. That followed
weeks where the South African vari-
ant was largely seen in patients.

In Sri Lanka, a similar discovery
was made of India’s B.1.617 strain in
a person who returned from India
and was screened at a quarantine
centre in Colombo.

And in Pakistan on Monday, the
government halted access to many
tourism areas until May 16 due to
the recent surge there.

The UAE announced last month a
ban on entry from India to guard
against the spread of the highly con-
tagious Indian variant.

The move has implications for
UAE residents who are set to travel
abroad for the Eid Al Fitr holidays
this week, particularly to Sri Lanka,

Vaccination fo... rrom page o1

Accordingly, a decision had
been taken to accelerate the
COVID vaccination programme
in other districts giving priority
to Colombo, Kalutara, and
Gampaha districts and also dou-
bling the number of existing vac-
cination centres in the country.

It was also decided to increase
the number of PCR tests and
Rapid Antigen Tests and also to increase the num-
ber of laboratories at district level.

The participants also stressed the importance of
taking measures to expedite the issuance of sam-
ple test reports which have been collected for test-
ing purposes.

Discussions also focused on preparing a mecha-
nism to prevent the people who undergo PCR
tests from leaving their homes till the report is
issued.

It was also decided to expedite the provision of
oxygen and other facilities required for the treat-
ment centres which are currently being set up and
to procure and provide other medical equipment
to the centers as soon as possible.

The Minister also stated that steps will be taken
to increase the number of PCR laboratories at dis-
trict level and to provide the necessary financial
assistance through the COVID-19 Prevention
Fund. The Minister of Health urged the officials of
the Ministry to submit a report in this regard to
the President.

State Ministers Dr. Sudarshani Fernandopulle
and Prof. Channa Jayasumana, Secretary to the
Ministry of Health, Dr. Maj. Gen. Sanjeewa
Munasinghe, Director General of Health Services

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021

Impose effective lockdowns
at district level - AMS
requests President

DINULI FRANCISCO

The Association of Medical
Specialists (AMS) in a letter has
requested President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa to impose effective
lockdowns at least at the district
level to restrict people’s move-
ment with immediate effect.

The Association has stated
that the current practice of iso-
lating communities at the Grama
Niladari Division level is neither
preserving economic activity nor
controlling transmission of the
disease.

“The time has come to revisit
Sri Lanka’s management strate-
gy of COVID-19 before it rages
out of control. Healthcare
resources are fast reaching its
threshold. Health Sector beds
and available facilities are almost
saturated. The requirement for
Oxygen is increasing exponen-
tially as we have started seeing
more symptomatic patients. ICU
beds are almost fully occupied.
Healthcare professionals are
exhausted and apprehensive
with many getting infected with
Covid-19 themselves” the letter
read.

The letter further read that the

Preliminary predictive disease
modelling done by WHO, Gene-
va predicted that Sri Lanka
would most likely be reporting
10,000 cases daily within the
next three weeks. If the situation
turns for the worse the number
of deaths can exceed 100 per
day. “If the country reaches this
“tipping point’ with the disease
spiraling out of control, it would
be extremely difficult to recover
from that point” the letter added.

Moreover, the letter stated
that the vaccine is one method
that we can overcome this situa-
tion that also should be with
quick access to safe and effective
vaccines to cover at least 65-70%
of the population with two doses.
“The time taken for vaccines to
provide protection has been
widely accepted to be at least 3
weeks after the second dose.
Pending protection from the vac-
cines which is the key pillar sup-
porting the fight against COVID-
19, public health interventions
to restrict people’s movements
should be the most important
tool to avert a disastrous out-
come during this critical peri-
od,” it said.

shops where these youth are
engaged in manufacturing beds.

Accordingly, Minister Raja-
paksa visited several locations
in the Galle District yesterday
to inspect the manufacturing of

national endeavour. In an
attempt to motivate these youth
engaged in this national endeav-
our, Sports Minister Namal
Rajapaksa engaged in an inspec-
tion tour of the various work-

over to the relevant Health offic-
ers in the districts yesterday.
The national task of making
10,000 beds in 10 days com-
menced on May 7 and yesterday
was the fourth day of this

one of the most popular getaway
choices.

“This decision also includes
extending the suspension of entry
for travellers who were in these four
countries in the 14-day period prior
to arrival in the UAE,” NCEMA said.

“Flights between the four coun-
tries will continue to allow the trans-
port of passengers from the UAE to
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri
Lanka, and the transfer of exempted
groups from these countries to the
UAE who have applied for exemp-
tion. “Exempted travellers, includ-
ing UAE citizens, those on diplo-
matic missions accredited by the
four countries, official delegations,
those traveling on business planes
and golden residence holders, will be
subject to precautionary measures
that include a 10-day quarantine and
PCR testing at the airport and on the
fourth and eighth days after entering
the country.

“The required PCR testing period
prior to travel has been reduced from
72 to 48 hours and all tests must be
administered by accredited laborato-
ries that issue results carrying a QR
code.” The General Authority of
Civil Aviation said travellers from
these four countries, transiting
through other countries, are required
to provide proof of a period of stay of
no less than 14 days to be allowed
into the UAE.

Cargo flights are excluded from
the ban. (The National)

Educational rEforms... From page 01

Necessary steps in this regard are being
taken by the Education Ministry along with
the other stakeholders including the Com-
missioner General of Examinations, he
added.

When the new reforms are in effect, the
school life of a student who faces the G.C.E.
A/L examination will be eight months short-
er than present.

According to the reforms, the two-year
period the G.C.E. O/L students’ spend will be
limited to one and a half years, with the exam being conducted in
August.

The G.C.E. A/L classes are expected to begin four months after
the O/L examination and the A/L examination is expected to be
held in December after a two-year period, he added.

Responding to questions, the minister said he accepted that
the online education method is not an alternative which can com-
pletely replace the present education system.

The Education Minister also said it is fair to vaccinate the
school teachers.

NO dGCiSion On... From page 01

Meanwhile, General Silva urged
employers to restrict movement
between districts as far as possi-
ble when assigning staff for ser-
vice.

“We, in particular, issued a spe-
cial order last week to the Secre-
tary to the Ministry of Public
Administration to maintain his
workplace with a minimum num-
ber of employees.

e N T TR 1 oA
Police were compelled to take stern measures against people in the Batticaloa district
who failed to adhere to health guidelines due to the increased number of COVID-19 infec-
tions and deaths. Therefore, Rapid Antigen Tests were carried out on pedestrians who
failed wear face masks in public places at the Gandhi Park, Batticaloa yesterday. Police
also inspected fairs, hospitals, private institutions, public markets and public and pri-
vate bus stands during the operation conducted under the direction of the Batticaloa
MOH Dr.K.Kirisuthan. SP Batticaloa L.R.Kumarasiri , HQI C.l. Hettiyarachchi and Police
officers were deployed for these activities. on the instructions of SSP Batticaloa District
Sudath Masinghe. Picture by Sivam Packiyanathan, Batticaloa Special Correspondent

CA quashes university rule mandating to
complete MBBS Degree within 10 years

LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

The Court of Appeal has issued an
order in the nature of writ of Certio-
rari quashing the rule relating comple-
tion of the Bachelor of Medicine,
Bachelor of Surgery) MBBS Degree
within 10 years contained in the Hand-
books of three state universities.

Court of Appeal Justice Nissanka
Bandula Karunarathne and Justice R.
Gurusinghe made this order after
delivering the judgment in respect of
three writ petitions filed by eleven
students who had registered them-
selves to follow MBBS Degrees at

he entered the University of Peradeni-
ya in 1982 to follow a five-year course
in medical leading to a degree in
Medicine and Surgery, the university
had not published a handbook contain-
ing the rules and regulations of the
Faculty of Medicine and therefore he
was unaware of the fact that he had to
complete his final examination within
10 years of registration.

Counsel Faisza Marker with Thush-
ani Machado appeared for the peti-
tioners. Senior State Counsel Mano-
hara Jayasinghe appeared for the
Attorney General.

although the senate of the university is
empowered to make regulations relat-
ing to the courses of study and exami-
nation in respect of the relevant spe-
cialties, the regulations made by the
university senate are amenable for
judicial review.

The petitioners stated that in terms
of the Examination Rules and Regula-
tions issued by relevant universities, a
student is required to complete his or
her Final Examination within 10 years
after registration as a student of the
Faculty of Medicine. One of petition-
ers had informed court that at the time

University of Peradeniya, Ruhuna and
Kelaniya. They had been unable to
complete the Degrees within the stipu-
lated period.

The Court of Appeal further issued
an order quashing the cancellation of
studentship of eleven petitioners by
these three universities.

Accordingly, writs of mandamus
were issued directing the university
administration to restore their stu-
dentship in terms of the law and per-
mit the petitioners to sit for their final
examinations of MBBS Degrees.

The Court of Appeal observed that

Uninterrupted flow of... com page o:

It was also discussed
that if a quarantine cur-
few is imposed or an
area is isolated, the
Presidential Task Force
would decide to contin-
ue to provide the goods
and services required
by the people in that
area.

Accordingly, the
Presidential Task Force said in view of
the prevailing Covid 19 epidemic situ-
ation, steps have been taken to pro-
vide continuous and efficient distribu-
tion of essential services and consum-
er goods to the people at the local
level.

Accordingly, under the emergency
services provisions, focus was placed
on the supply of water, electricity, gas,

DMT Narahenpita, =z From page 01

Accordingly, the DMT offices in Narahenpita
and Werahera will remain closed next week, the
Commissioner-General of the Department stated
issuing a notice.

The DMT media release stated that the deci-
sion to suspend all the services provided by Nara-
henpita and Werahera Offices of the Department
of Motor Traffic temporarily, was taken in accord-
ance with the health guidelines provided by the
health sectors due to the high-risk situation in the
country pertaining to the Covid 19 pandemic.

STF forms...

From page 01

fuel, personal health-
care, communications,
waste management and
emergency manage-
ment. In addition, it
was also discussed
about the supply of
essential consumer
goods such as rice, veg-
etables, fruits, pota-
toes, lentils, onions,
chilies, dried fruits, coconuts, coconut
oil, poultry, fish, eggs, milk powder,
medicines and sanitary ware directly
to households.

Former Minister Basil Rajapaksa
also pointed out that it would be very
useful to work with relevant agencies,
distribution networks and rural dis-
tributors to complete preliminary dis-
cussions expeditiously.

The squadron was launched
on Sunday in the Bolgoda Lake
under the patronage of Public
Security Minister Rear Admiral
Dr. Sarath Weerasekera. The 16
officers were selected to follow a
course conducted by experts and
having completed their training,
the special squadron was estab-
lished.

Institutional exams... rrom page oz

The Department last week announced that it
would provide some services online to the public
owing to the pandemic situation.

Cabinet should take... rom page or

He added that although the gravi-
ty of the pandemic was notified ear-
lier, these committees have not
taken steps to deal with it. Hence,

tions should be notified not to get
them for duty,” he added.

The Head of the National Oper-
ations Center for the Prevention
of Covid 19 said that the 83
Grama Niladhari Divisions
belonging to six police divisions
in four isolated districts had been
released from isolation from yes-
terday.

He noted that currently, infec-

Dr. Asela Gunawardena, Additional Secretaries,
and Deputy Directors General and Specialist

Officers were present.

SiXteen GN DiViSionS... From page 01

Rathnapura, Kalutara and Monara-
gala districts have been designated as
isolated areas with effect from 6.00
a.m. yesterday and 14 GN divisions
previously designated as an isolated
areas in the Gampaha, Ampara,
Kurunegala, Trincomalee, and Kalutara
Districts have been released from isola-
tion with effect from yesterday as fol-
lows.The newly designated isolated
areas:

Gampaha District - Mahara Police

Area

@ Etikehelgalla West Grama Niladhari
Division

Katana Police Area -

@ K.C.De Silva Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

® Atabahagaha Waththa Village in
Kadirana North Grama Niladhari
Division e Peshakarma Village in
Kadirana South Grama Niladhari
Division

Wattala Police Area -

® Maha pamunugama Sedawatta Vil-
lage

@ 44th lane in Kunjagahawatta Grama
Niladhari Division e Nilsirigama
Village 03 rd and 7th Lanes

Ampara Disrict - Dehiattakandiya

Police Area -

® Nawamedagama area in Nawamed-
agama Grama Niladhari Division

® Ranhelagama area in Bakmeedeniya
Grama Niladhari Division
@ Serupitiya sub area in Serupitiya
Grama Niladhari Division
Ratnapura Disrict - Rathnapura
Police Area -
® Angammana Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion
Kalutara Disrict - Moragahahena
Police Area -
® Palannoruwa Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion
® Koralaima Grama Niladhari Division
® Kumbuka West Grama Niladhari
Division
Horana Police Area -
® Narthanagala Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion
Monaragala Disrict - Monaragala
Police Area -
@ Bohitiya Grama Niladhari Division

Following areas have been released
from isolation
Gampaha District - Divulapitiya
Police Area -
® Aswannawattha East Grama Nilad-
hari Division
Kotadeniyawa Police Area -
@ Heeralugedara Grama Niladhari
Division
Ampara District - Dehiattakandiya
Police Area -

“We informed him that if there
were any non-essential employees
travelling to work from other dis-
tricts, the heads of the institu-

tions are reported from 15 dis-
tricts. Also, five Police Divisions
have been completely isolated by
now.

@ Kadirapura Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

® Chandana area in Dehiattakandiya
Grama Niladhari Division

® Dolakanda area in Dehiattakandiya
Grama Niladhari Division

Kurunegala District - Kumbukgete
Police Area -

@ Thiththawelgala Grama Niladhari
Division

® Neerawiya Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

Trincomalee District - Uppuweli

Police Area -

@ Anpuwalipuram Grama Niladhari
Division

Trincomalee Police Area -

@ Ors Hill Grama Niladhari Division

® Moodcove Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

@ Linganagar Grtama Niladhari Divi-
sion

China Bay Police Area -

@ Lanka Palama and Dhanyagama 1 in
China Bay Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

@ Samanpura Fishery Village and
Dhanyagama 2 in Kawattikuda
Grama Niladhari Division

Kalutara District - Panadura South

Police Area

® Narampitiya Grama Niladhari Divi-
sion

However, limited services will be available at
the regional offices, the Commissioner-General
said.

The DMT notified all clients that all the
appointments were reserved through the Tele.
No. 011- 2677877 will be thus cancelled. The date
of re-commencement of the services will be noti-
fied through media.

POIice to monitor... From page 01

He said that buses and trains can only trans-
port passengers to the seating capacity. Three-
wheelers and taxis can transport two passengers
apart from the driver.

DIG Ajith Rohana stated that legal action will
be taken against both drivers and assistants if any
of the quarantine rules and regulations is violated
under the Quarantine Ordinance.

He also noted that the violators will be arrested
and the seized vehicles will be taken under police
custody and will be produced before Court.

DIG Rohana also stated that 351 individuals
were arrested during the last 24 hours for violat-
ing quarantine rules and regulations issued by the
Health Ministry.

He added that a total of 7, 316 persons have
been so far arrested since October 30, 2020 for
offences such as not wearing face masks and fail-
ing to maintain social distance.

He noted that the Police will continue opera-
tions constantly to warn and arrest violators espe-
cially at bus stops, train stations, beaches, parks,
playgrounds and restaurants.

He requested the public to adhere to quaran-
tine rules and regulations by wearing face masks
and maintain social distance and support the
Government’s endeavors to control the pandemic.

He stressed the importance of adhering to quar-
antine rules and regulations at workplaces too.

Wickremesinghe noted that the peo-
ple have lost faith in them.

Issuing a media release yester-
day Wickremesinghe said, “Today
we have faced the most dangerous stage of the
Covid-19 pandemic and the health condition of
the people is deteriorating. The virus is fast
spreading throughout the country and there is a
serious shortage of vaccines, oxygen and ventila-
tors. The hospitals are packed with patients and
there is an acute shortage of hospital beds. The
number of infections is rising steadily and we are
now at a decisive stage. Hence, if we do not
adhere to the advice and health guidelines of the
health experts, the country is bound to face seri-
ous consequences.”

He noted that according to the latest report
issued by the Institute of Health Metrics and Eval-
uation (IHME) in Washington, Sri Lanka could
reach a peak in patient numbers and faces the
danger of exceeding over 100 deaths per day by
June. Hence, he said everyone should unite and
act responsibly at this decisive juncture.

“This is not a fight to save the name of the Gov-
ernment. Also, this is not a political battle. In fact,
this is a fight to save the lives of the people. We
are not asking for a change of Government.
According to the Constitution, the responsibility
for the country lies with the Cabinet,” he added.

“Therefore, we urge the President and the Cabi-
net to take charge. This week, they should discuss
the situation with the Opposition Leaders and
obtain their support and input. They too need to
extend their support to the Government and they
need to act fast. If they fail to act fast, many lives
could be lost. If the Government cares about the
people, the Cabinet should take over the responsi-
bility as there are many experienced members
within the Cabinet. Hence, I appeal to the Gov-
ernment to act responsibly and fast,” Wickremes-
inghe said.
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Australian research helps
reduce Sri Lankan
pesticide deaths

Sri Lanka is reducing its pesti-
cide-attributable deaths and over-
all suicide mortality using
research from The University of
Queensland.

UQ Diamantina Institute’s
Emeritus Professor Michael Rob-
erts, whose team analysed the
blood samples of people in Sri
Lanka who had poisoned them-
selves, said the most effective
means of suicide prevention was
better pesticide regulation.

“In this study, we compared
fatalities from agricultural pesti-
cides of almost 35,000 self-poi-
soned patients in a Sri Lankan
hospital cohort over almost 20
years,” Emeritus Professor Rob-
erts said. “We found that eight
pesticides were responsible for

most deaths. “Three of these are
now banned after our research
findings were put forward to Sri
Lankan authorities.

“Banning the remaining five
could further reduce pesticide-
related deaths.”

Emeritus Professor Roberts’
team at UQ worked in conjunction
with the NHMRC Translational
Australian Clinical Toxicology
(TACT) Programme to provide
their research data to Sri Lankan
authorities.

“One of the responsibilities we
have in Australia is to help our
Indo-Pacific colleagues, and for
me, that is one of the main takea-
ways from this research,” Emeri-
tus Professor Roberts said.

“My team analysed all the blood

for nearly a quarter of pesticide
deaths in Sri Lanka since 2013.
Emeritus Professor Roberts said
those figures provide strong
grounds for those five pesticides
also to be banned.

“There is always going to be a
suicide rate, no matter what you
do, but we want it to be smaller,”
he said.

“Australia has a good regulatory
system now, and we have a bal-
ance between having good public
health policies and also allowing
pesticides to be used where
required, so we don’t have the
same issues that we see in Sri
Lanka.”

This research is published in
The Lancet Global Health.

(UQ News)

samples of the poisoned people in
Sri Lanka, so the research is
being led by Australia, and it’s
important that we do our bit to
help those around us.

“In countries like Sri Lanka,
these pesticides are the easiest
materials to get hold of for people
who are wanting to harm them-
selves.”

Emeritus Professor Roberts said
the overall pesticide fatality rate
dropped from 10.5 per cent
between 2002-06, to 3.7 per cent
during 2013-19 after the nation-
wide bans.

The study also showcased a
high fatality rate of 7.2 to 8.6 per
cent for the other five commonly
ingested pesticides that are not yet
banned, which together account

Discussions regarding SLFP
health sector proposals

A special discussion
was held at the Ministry
of Health recently on the
21-21 point proposal put
forward by the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (SLFP)
for implementation on
May 1.

SLFP Secretary Gen-
eral Minister of State
Dayasiri Jayasekara,
Senior Vice President
Minister Mahinda
Amaraweera, Minister
of State Duminda Dissa-
nayake, Minister of State
Lasantha Alagiyawanna
represented the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party
with Health Minister
Pavithra Wanniarachchi
and SLFP members also
present.

This discussion was
held to discuss the
issues under the 100,000
Jobs Programme. The

most powerful trade
union currently in the
health sector is the Sri
Lanka Jathika Nidahas
Wurthiya Samithi Sam-
melanaya.

Environment Minister
Mahinda Amaraweera
said that the support of
the Federation of Trade
Unions for the recruit-
ment of 100,000 jobs in
the recruitment process
for the health sector was
discussed at the meet-
ing.

Attention was also
drawn to the interven-
tion of the Ministry of
Health in certain mat-
ters regarding members
of the Federation of
Trade Unions of Sri
Lanka.

Secretary of the SLFP
trade union Roy de Mel
and others presented

their views to the Minis-
ter of Health.

Minister Mahinda
Amaraweera said that
the trade union affiliated
to the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party also gave its
fullest support to the
activities carried out by
the Ministry of Health.

POWER
GEMERATORS

Qy0e 2 308
0768 232 300

ceoiresnaallied.com
wary. esnnallied.com

Over 50% of

COVID-19 cases
reported from WP

DINULI FRANCISCO

Sri Lanka confirmed 2,672 COVID-19
cases in a single day reaching a grim mile-
stone by yesterday morning. At the time
this edition went to press, this was the
highest number of daily reported cases in
Sri Lanka passing the 2,500 mark.

Two thousand six hundred and fifty nine
people among those who tested positive
for the virus are local residents while 13
were overseas arrivals.

Accordingly, the total number of COVID-
19 patients in Sri Lanka increased to
125,905. Currently 20,642 individuals are
being treated and 1,314 persons suspected
to have contracted the virus and are under
medical observation. 104,462 people have
fully recovered from COVID-19 and have
been sent home.

According to National Operations Centre
for Prevention of COVID-19 statistics, 50%
of the cases were reported from the West-
ern Province (WP) and 755 cases reported
yesterday were from the Colombo District.
Three hundred and twenty three cases
were reported from the Gampaha district,
234 from the Kalutara district and the
other 1,347 cases were reported from other
districts.

National Operations Centre for Preven-
tion of COVID-19 stated that a total of
29,230 cases were identified after the New
Year.

During the last 24 hours, 1,365 COVID-
19 recoveries were sent home. The total
number of COVID-19 deaths in Sri Lanka
stands at 801, as at Monday morning.

Sri Lankan
maid’s remains
brought back

CAMELIA NATHANIEL

The remains of a Sri Lankan maid who
was murdered in Kuwait were brought to
Sri Lanka on Sunday morning.

Police Spokesman, Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Ajith Rohana said the body
of the deceased woman had arrived in Sri
Lanka around 8.30 on Sunday morning on
board a Qatar Airways flight.

“The Katunayake Police had commenced
investigations regarding the remains of the
woman and it had been revealed that the
woman, who is a resident of Mahawa had
left for Kuwait in 2019 for employment as
a housemaid.”

She had been hacked to death by an Ethi-
opian maid on April 13, 2021.

The Magisterial inquiry was conducted
by the Negombo Magistrate on Sunday,
while the autopsy was conducted by the
Judicial Medical Officer of the Negombo
Hospital yesterday.

The Katunayake Police is conducting fur-
ther investigations into the incident.

Housing programme for
Novice Monks' parents

S.M. WIJAYARATNE, Kurunegala Daily News Corr.

The National Housing Development
Authority (NHDA) as per the instructions of
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa has
launched a programme to construct houses
for the homeless parents who have given
their children to the Buddhasana to be
ordained as Novice Monks.

A recent survey conducted by the Ministry
of Buddha Sasana revealed that 23 families in
the district whose sons have been ordained
as Novice Monks are living in dilapidated
houses or shanties due to poverty.

Considering the plight of these parents,
the Prime Minister has instructed Kurune-
gala District NHDA Manager S. Narasinghe
to launch a programme to build houses for
the parents of these Novice Monks as a trib-
ute to them sacrificing their sons for the
uplift of the Buddha Sasana.

“Funds required for this project have
already been allocated,” Kurunegala NHDA
sources.
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Ambassador of Russia to Sri Lanka

n May 9 Russia cele-

brated the 76th Anni-

versary of Victory in the

Great Patriotic War —
the war between the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) and the Nazi Germany
that raged between June 22,
1941, and May 9, 1945. This Vic-
tory was of crucial significance
to ending the most devastating
world conflict in history — World
War II several months later, in
September 1945.

The Victory in the war pre-
vented the Nazis from spreading
their inhuman ideology world-
wide in accordance with which
they planned to physically elimi-
nate entire ethnic groups: Jews,
Roma, Russians, Poles, Latvians,
Lithuanians, French and Czech.

The Soviet Union and Russia,
being its successor, always highly
appreciated the contribution of
the anti-Hitler coalition Allies.
The efforts of all countries and
peoples who fought against a

common enemy resulted in victo-

ry. Russia is eternally grateful to
the peoples of Great Britain, the
United States of Amer-

ica, and France, anti-

fascists of various coun-

tries and members of the
underground resistance. Rus-
sia also remembers the assis-
tance rendered by the

Allies, who provided the

Red Army with muni-

tions, raw materials,

food and equipment, which
amounted to about seven
percent of the total military
production of the USSR.

At the same time, it should be
mentioned that it is the Soviet
Union and the Red Army, who
made the crucial contribution to
the defeat of Nazism. The Wehr-
macht spent at least 10 times
more time on the Soviet front
than on all other allied fronts.
About four-fifths of German
tanks and two-thirds of German
aircraft were drawn to the Soviet
front. The USSR accounted for
about 75 percent of all military

efforts undertaken by the Anti-
Hitler Coalition. There were no
parallels to these battles any-
where on the Western Front. The
Red Army defeated 626 divisions
of the Axis states, of which 508
were German. Three-fourths of
the German Armed Forces were

THE ROLE OF THE
OVIET UNION IN

VICTORY IN THE
COND WORLD WAR
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crushed on the Sovi-
et-German Front.
Then US President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
stated that the “Russian forces
have destroyed...more troops,
planes, tanks and guns than all
the other United Nations put
together” and then Prime Minis-
ter of Great Britain Winston
Churchill wrote to Joseph Stalin
that “it is the Russian Army that
tore the guts out of the German
military machine.”

Almost 27 million Soviet citi-
zens perished on the fronts, in
German prisons, starved to
death and were bombed, died in
ghettos and furnaces of the Nazi
death camps. The USSR lost one
in seven of its citizens. The dam-
age done to the Soviet Union
was greater than the combined
damage inflicted to all other
European countries.

British historian, Max Hastings
wrote: “It was the Western Allies’
extreme good fortune that the

Russians, and not themselves,
paid almost the entire ‘butcher’s
bill’ for (defeating Nazi Germany),
accepting 95 percent of the mili-
tary casualties of the three major
powers of the Grand Alliance.”

Victory Day and the liberation
of Europe from Nazism is one of
the most important and revered
dates. In our country, not a sin-
gle family was spared by the
war. Representatives of all
republics of the Soviet Union
made their contribution to the
Great Victory, fought side by
side together in that heroic bat-
tle, both on the frontlines and in
the rear. Without their heroism
and valour, it would have been
impossible to stop and destroy
the enemy.

The memory of those who fell
in battle fighting the enemies
will remain alive as long as we
mark the Victory Day — the day
of salvation and liberation. It is
our sacred duty to safeguard the
truth about what happened dur-
ing those years, and remember
the grim lessons of war in order
to prevent such tragedies from
repeating themselves.”

‘A Great Victory that gave FREED

FExcerpts from Russian President Viadimir Putin’s address at the military
pamde held in Moscow on May 9, 2021 to mark the 76th Great Victory Day:
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Vignettes from the Military Parade held in Moscow on Sunday to mark the 76th anniversary of the Victory Day.

‘ ‘ appy Victory Day! The
I I Victory had a colossal
historic significance
or the fate of the

entire world. It is a holiday that has
always been and will remain a sacred
day for Russia, for our nation.

It is our holiday by right, for we
are blood relatives of those who
defeated, crushed, destroyed Nazism.
It is ours because we descend from
the generation of victors, a genera-
tion we are proud of and hold in
great honour.

Our dear veterans, we bow before
your courage and strong spirit and
thank you for this immortal example
of unity and love for our Motherland.

You proved that only together it is
possible to achieve what seems
impossible. You defeated a merciless
enemy, defended your home, your
children, and your country. You came
out an absolute victor in the battle
against Nazism and eternalised the
memory of May 9, 1945.

We will always remember that it
was the Soviet people who demon-
strated the ultimate heroism. During
the harshest times of war, during the
crucial battles that determined the
course of the fight against Nazism,
our nation was alone on the toilsome,
heroic and self-sacrificing road to
Victory. Our people fought to the bit-
ter end at every frontline, in the fierc-
est battles on the ground, at sea and
in the air.

People of all ethnicities and faiths
fought for every inch of our soil. For
the fields on the approaches to Mos-
cow, for the Karelian rocks and Cau-
casus passages, for Vyazma and
Novgorod forests, for the shores of
the Baltic Sea and the Dnieper, for
the Volga and Don steppes.

The heroism of Soviet troops and
the unfaltering spirit of civilians are
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perpetuated in the glorious titles of
Hero Cities, awarded to Moscow and
Leningrad, Minsk and Kiev, Stalin-
grad and Sevastopol, Murmansk and
Odessa, Kerch and Tula, Novorossi-
ysk and Smolensk.

The unbreakable bond between
frontline fighters and those at the
home front ensured that our troops
were provided with everything they
needed for the Victory, thanks to the
efforts of plants in the Volga region
and the Urals, Siberia and the Rus-
sian Far East, the cities of Kazakh-
stan and Central Asian republics. We
remember those who offered shelter
and support to the evacuees who
were forced to leave their homes.

Today we gratefully celebrate the
memory of an entire generation of
great heroes and dedicated workers,
and remember our frontline fighters,
brave partisans and members of the
underground resistance.

We can feel the never-ending pain
of the people of Leningrad who suf-
fered through the siege; the concen-
tration camp prisoners, and the
countless tragedies of the people who
lived in the occupied territories.

T,
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We bow to the blessed memory of
those whose lives were taken away
by that war; the memory of sons,
daughters, fathers, mothers, grandfa-
thers, husbands, wives, brothers, sis-
ters, fellow soldiers, family members
and friends. We mourn the veterans
who have passed.

This year, we celebrate 80 years
since the beginning of the Great
Patriotic War.

June 22, 1941, is one of the most
tragic dates in our history. An enemy
attacked our country and invaded
our land to kill and to spread death
and pain, horror and immeasurable
suffering.

This enemy not only wanted to
overthrow the Soviet political system
but also to destroy us as a state, as a
nation and wipe our peoples off the
face of the earth.

We responded to the invasion by
the Nazi hordes with a united, formi-
dable and unstoppable determination
to repel that invasion, to do every-
thing in our power for the enemy to
be defeated and for the criminals and
murderers to receive inevitable and
just punishment. The Soviet people

“It s our holiday by right, for we
are blood relatives of those who
defeated, crushed, destroyed
Nazism. It is ours because we
descend from the generation
of victors, a generation we are
proud of and hold in
great honour.

Our dear veterans, we how before
your courage and strong spirit
and thank you for this immortal
example of unity and love
for our Motherland.”

fulfilled their sacred oath, defended
their Motherland and liberated
Europe from the ‘brown plague’.

The Soviet people issued a historic
verdict to Nazism with the power of
their weapons on battlefields and
with their moral strength and right-
eousness, the self-sacrificing bravery
of soldiers’ mothers and the faithful-
ness of those who waited, every day,
for a message from the frontline from
their loved ones. The Soviet people
won thanks to the power of kindness
and charity that has been inherent to
our national character since the earli-
est times.

This power was manifested in the
heroism of doctors and nurses who
saved the wounded and fought for
every life in the trenches, in the heat
of battle, and in hospitals on the
frontline and on the home front.

Back then, in 1941, there were still
four years of the most violent war
ahead. That war was a strike at our

M to the World’

future, our youth, our youngest gen-
eration and, therefore, those who
were never to be born.

The war brought upon us so many
unbearable ordeals, grief and tears
that it is impossible to forget. Those
who are plotting new aggressions
cannot be forgiven or justified.

It has been almost 100 years since
the time when the abominable Nazi
beast was gaining insolence and
predatory strength in Central
Europe. The slogans of racial and
ethnic supremacy, anti-Semitism and
Russophobia were becoming more
and more cynical. Agreements
designed to stop the landslide
towards a world war were easily bro-
ken off.

History demands that we learn
from it. Unfortunately, attempts are
made to deploy a large part of Nazi
ideology and the ideas of those who
were obsessed with the delusional
theory of their own supremacy.

This ideology is not only support-
ed by radicals and international ter-
rorist groups of all kinds. Today we
are witnessing the surviving mem-
bers of those killing squads and their

followers trying to rewrite history
and justify the traitors and criminals
whose hands are smeared with the
blood of hundreds of thousands of
civilians.

Our people know too well how this
can end. Every single family in our
country cherishes the sacred memory
of those who fought for our Victory
and we will always be proud of their
feats.

Russia is consistently defending
international law while continuing to
protect our national interests and the
security of our people.

Our guarantees are the glorious
Russian Armed Forces, descendants
of the victorious troops, and, of
course, our joint efforts for the sake
of our country’s development and the
wellbeing of Russian families.

Our veterans, their fates and loyal-
ty to the Motherland is the example
we follow. It is the summit that we
must strive for while reaffirming the
significance and the value of the
Great Victory in our thoughts and
deeds, in our present and future
endeavours for the sake of our
Fatherland.”
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Focus on reviving
vital tourism sector

With an effective vaccination process and the successful
control of COVID-19 in Europe, Russia and China, Sri Lanka
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has a better opportunity to revive its tourism sector if the

ROHANA ARYARATNA

ri Lanka, the small island that floats in
the blue waters of the Indian Ocean, is
one of the most popular tourist destina-
tions in Asia because it contains a mix-
ture of unique wildlife, golden beaches,
a rich cultural heritage and amazingly
surreal landscapes. Sri Lanka is a beautiful, exotic
destination full of culture, nature, wildlife and smiling
faces. The island is actually home to some of the
friendliest people on Earth.

Over the last few months Sri Lankans lived a quite
a free life without having the COVID-19 pandemic in
their minds. The schools were reopened and the trav-
el destinations got full with locals as the restrictions
were relaxed after months of lockdown and isolation.
Also with the vaccination process having progressed
people started becoming ‘fearless’ of the virus. How-
ever with the new variants of corona, the country has
again faced a massive challenge.

When considering the freedom of movement that
Sri Lankans was enjoying, we have to take a hard
look at the treacherous COVID-19 pandemic threat
that has put Sri Lanka into dire straits. According to
health authorities, the COVID threat still exists and
we have to continue playing a game of hide and seek
with the deadly corona fiend. Amidst the alarming
surge in Corona infections, health officials have
placed several areas under isolation orders. Accord-
ing to health authorities, the next three weeks would
be crucial and they have asked people to follow health
safety guidelines strictly.

The eruption was the result of inter-provincial trav-
el, shopping in crowded bazaars and get-togethers
during the Sinhala and Tamil New Year despite the
warnings by health authorities. Sub-clusters have
emerged from many places.

When will we recover from this unusual crisis?
When will we be able to live the normal life that we
were leading till this treacherous attack came upon
us? Sri Lanka is a small country but with all the nec-
essary assets that are needed for the people to lead a
contented and happy life. The country’s economy has
gone haywire and everyone seems to be affected by
it. Private companies have stopped their production
activities and have retrenched staff. The Sri Lankan
economy that depends on foreign exchange earned by
workers in the Middle East and from the tourist
industry, has been hit hard.

Sri Lanka entered the international tourism market
in the 1960s. Since then the industry has been grow-
ing steadily as a promising sector for economic devel-
opment, subject to periodical setbacks — especially
the civil war that prevailed in the island, world terror-
ist attacks and natural disasters. The contribution of
the tourism economy to employment was 503,000
jobs. The contribution for real GDP growth from
tourism was 5.9 percent and tourism investment was
worth Rs. 131 billion.

The tourism industry, badly hurt by Easter day
bombings, was hit by a harder blow by COVID-19.
The tourism sector, one of the premier revenue earn-
ers suffered a massive blow following the April 21,
2019 extremist militant bombings of churches and
luxury hotels that killed over 250 people including 42
foreign nationals. Due to this carnage tourists from
Europe and Asia-Pacific who accounted for 90 per-
cent of the total visitors to Sri Lanka nearly halved,
according to data given by the Tourism Development
Authority. Widespread travel restrictions and the clo-
sure of airports and national borders to curb the
spread of the deadly Coronavirus had plunged world
tourism into its worst crisis.

Tourism holds a greater significance in the services
sector and has been a driver of growth for the coun-
try’s economy. The tourism sector which makes a
massive contribution to the national economy should
be revitalised to suit the present crisis. According to
official data, revenue from the tourism sector in the
first half of 2019 has fallen to 13.4 percent to US$
1.89 billion.

Considering the importance of the tourism sector
to the country’s economy, the Government’s decision
to merge the four institutions handling tourism into
one institution will be a force that will help the reviv-
al of tourism. Chairperson of Sri Lanka Tourism
Kimarli Fernando says the current tourism structure
is counterproductive with wastage of resources in
terms of financial and human capital. She further
says that having chaired all four institutions in the
past 14 months, she had witnessed the wastage and
the lack of coordination among tourism institutions
and how inefficient this structure was.

The structure has failed to reach the consumer;
instead it focused on roadshows spending nearly Rs.
one billion in 2019 and that too had not been shared
with all stakeholders. There is no acceptable return
on investment, she added.

authorities take measures to implement a good

The new Act would be in line with Global Best
Practices including Singapore which has one organi-
sation with 19.1 million tourist arrivals in 2019. The
new arrangement will give Sri Lanka Tourism the
power to handle the tourism sector better.

Around 78.9 percent of tourists come to Sri Lanka
to escape from the harsh winter. Most of them are
middle income earners. Nearly 12.7 percent visited
Sri Lanka for business requirements and 5.4 percent
visited to meet their relations and friends. Most tour-
ists are attracted by our Ayurvedic treatments and
spa services because they have to pay large amounts
in their countries for such services.

Large numbers of tourists have arrived in Sri
Lanka from European nations. They have selected
this country for their seasonal vacations. Most of
them highly appreciate our hospitality, accommoda-
tions, our charges and new innovations in the indus-
try. The country’s growing reputation is drawing visi-
tors from an increasingly diverse range of markets to
its pristine beaches, historic landmarks and adven-
ture-packed outdoors.

Building on this success, the Government is now
aiming to position Sri Lanka as Asia’s leading island
destination, focusing on high-value segments such as
cultural tourism and tour packages for visitors aged
60 and up. The Government’s Tourism Vision 2025,
under discussion, aims to improve management,
investment in assets and infrastructure, and draw
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) to the industry.

Following the Easter Sunday terror attacks in April
2019, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has given priori-
ty to the recovery of the country’s tourism industry,
reflecting the industry’s ability to contribute to the
development of the overall economy.

During a meeting with the members of the Presi-
dential Task Force on Economic Revival and Poverty
Eradication, the President said the tourism sector
which makes a huge contribution to the national
economy should be revitalised to suit the changing
situations.

Tourism Minister Prasanna Ranatunga was quoted
by local media as saying that a new long-term market-
ing plan to boost tourism would be drawn up for con-
sideration within the next few weeks. Minister Rana-
tunga said the Government would allocate nearly US$
one million over the next four months to revive tour-
ism and the short term action plan was being finalised.

Under the plan, 12 new tourist attraction sites
identified in several districts would be developed
while community tourist villages would also be devel-
oped.

Despite COVID-19, Tourism Minister Prasanna
Ranatunga who is determined to develop the tourism
industry has said that airports would function and
tourist arrivals would continue. He said that no deci-
sion had been taken yet to limit the repatriation pro-
cess of Sri Lankans despite the increase of COVID-19
patients. Tourists arriving here are subject to PCR
tests and a 14-day quarantine period.

The tourists who come here visit many wildlife
parks such as Yala, Wilpattu and Kumana. Then they
visit Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya and Yapahuwa. Tourists
stop over to see wonderful creations, paintings and
ruins of great buildings and monuments.

Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Germany, Russian Federation and China
were Sri Lanka’s top five international tourist generating
markets in February this year. Appointing a special officer to our
embassies in those countries to promote Sri Lanka as a suitable
tourist destination can be suggested as a sound proposal.

Large numbers of tourists have
arrived in Sri Lanka from European
nations. They have selected this
country for their seasonal
vacations. Most of them highly
appreciate our hospitality,
accommodations, our charges and
new innovations in the industry.
The country’s growing reputation is
drawing visitors from an
increasingly diverse range of
markets to its pristine beaches,
historic landmarks and
adventure-packed outdoors.

The attractive waterfalls in Sri Lanka are another
draw. Dunhinda, Diyaluma and Bambarakanda are
attractions that thousands of tourists visit annually.

While the Botanical Gardens in Peradeniya and
Haggala attract many tourists, the hot water wells in
Kanniya, the World’s End in Nuwara Eliya and the
natural harbour in Trincomalee are some of the other
attractive places tourists like to visit. These sites are
places that make us to be proud of the beauty of our
country. Mist covered mountains draped with carpets
of tea, rare and priceless gemstones, rainforests, cave
temples, a fortress in the sky, wildlife and marine
parks, religious pageants and ancient wellness treat-
ments are among the fabulous attractions offered to
the tourists.

Sri Lanka is famous worldwide for its unique cui-
sine. There is an extremely wide selection to choose
from. Sri Lankan cuisine offers the palate mild and
delicately flavoured dishes to hot and fiery ones. The
dishes are flavoured with an assortment of herbs and
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spices, garlic, ginger, lemongrass and curry leaves.
Kiribath (unsweetened milk-rice) and string hoppers
are exotic dishes which are very popular among tour-
ists.

Sri Lanka is extremely rich in terms of culture.
With festivals taking place throughout the year,
there is a never-ending stream of joyful occasions
filled with song, dance and laughter. The Esala Fes-
tival is usually held in July/August in the ancient hill
capital of Kandy. Great processions parade the roads
of this beautiful city which was the last standing
kingdom of the country, with magnificently garbed
elephants, fire walkers, Kandyan dancers, spinning
plates, all to honour the Sacred Tooth Relic of the
Buddha.

Greeting the tourists with ‘Ayubowan’ when they
arrive will help out in all their needs to be taken care
of. Years of hardship during the war and after the
devastating tsunami which occurred in 2004 failed to
wipe the smile out of Sri Lankan faces. With peace
returning, the beautiful country is becoming the tour-
ist paradise it used to be.

The island is tiny yet its features are impressively
diverse. Tourists can enjoy so many activities in so
little time. The Cultural Triangle in its entire histori-
cal splendour is just a few hours away from the lush,
tropical rainforests which in turn lie a few kilometres
away from the glorious sun, sea and sand. Because of
this unique advantage, the wonders of the island can
be experienced in just a few days.

But the dream of a grand revival of the tourism
industry was shattered with the recent and sudden
rapid increase in the number of COVID-19 victims in
Colombo, Kurunegala and many areas that have been
turned into lockdown areas. This painful develop-
ment was the result of the sudden freedom people got
during the New Year period. People without any self-
control indulged in shopping sprees and went visiting
relatives without any concern about the COVID
threat.

We have to be cautious about tackling the deadly
virus. If we are able to counter the recent upheaval
like how we controlled it earlier, we can again dream
of a revival of the tourism industry.

First we must treat this as a pilot project and
implement the proposals for countries which have
allowed their citizens to visit Sri Lanka. Kazakhstan,
Ukraine, Germany, Russian Federation and China
were Sri Lanka’s top five international tourist gener-
ating markets in February this year. Appointing a spe-
cial officer to our embassies in those countries to
promote Sri Lanka as a suitable tourist destination
can be suggested as a sound proposal. This special
officer should have a marketing background and
should not be somebody’s somebody. The selected
persons should be qualified, motivated and willing to
work hard in promoting Sri Lanka as a unique desti-
nation.

In addition, colourful brochures should be pub-
lished to be given to the interested parties wanting to
visit Sri Lanka. For example, photographs of our
lovely beaches can be published in a brochure with
short write ups and also the names with telephone
numbers of the hotels situated close to each beach
included.

Brochures (print and online) also can be pub-
lished on culture, gems and jewellery, wildlife parks
and other such places in Sri Lanka for the benefit
of visitors who are interested in visiting these plac-
es. In this way we will be able to lure more and
more tourists to Sri Lanka and get out of this cri-
sis.
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COVID-19: SL cases relatively

low as global cases hit 158.4 mn
REPORTED CASES AND DEATHS

The figures below are based on data from the Johns Hopkins University
Center for Systems Science and Engineering. These numbers are
updated every 15 minutes but may differ from other sources due to
differences in reporting times.

Authorities in 219 countries and
territories have reported about 158.4
million COVID-19 cases and 3.3 mil-
lion deaths since China reported its
first cases to the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) in December, 2019,
according to a CNN report.

Since then, cases have been report-
ed on every continent. The vast major-
ity of cases and deaths are now outside
mainland China, where the outbreak
began.

The disease has hit the United
States especially hard. About 32.7 mil-
lion cases have been reported in the
country and 581,755 patients have
died. However, in comparison to most
countries, the number of cases per
100,000 population, Sri Lanka still
shows promise and has been handling
the situation quite satisfactorily.

Experts say it is unclear how deadly
the virus really is, in part because a
large number of cases—including mild
or asymptomatic infections—may
never be diagnosed. In the United
States, New York City has even told
doctors not to test most sick people

Location

United States
India

Brazil

France
Turkey

Russia

Italy
Sri Lanka

United Kingdom

CASES ...per 100K | DEATHS | ...per 100K
people people
32,708,348 9,965 581,756 177
22,662,575 1,659 246,116 18
15,184,790 7,195 422,340 200
5,727,293 8,541 105,645 158
5,031,332 6,031 43,029 52
4,832,959 3,348 111,740 77
4,434,864 6,636 127,605 191
4,111,210 6,818 122,833 204
125,906 577 801 4

‘Recent Amendments
to Constitution have
both pros and cons’

A.B. ABDUL GAFOOR

Ampara District Group Corr.

The previous govern-
ment led by the United
National Party (UNP) and
Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) brought the 19th
Amendment to the Consti-
tution against the Raja-
paksa family, All Ceylon
Makkal Congress (ACMC)
MP Muzharraff Muthuna-
been said.

Speaking at a press brief-
ing held at the Arugam Bay
Waters’ Edge Hotel in Pot-
tuvil, on Sunday, the MP
said that the recent amend-
ments brought to Parlia-
ment have both pros and
cons. The Samagi Jana Bal-

awegaya (SJB) also
abstained from voting for
19 of 57 sub-divisions of
the 20th Amendment.

“I supported only the
Dual Citizenship Clause
for enabling intellectuals
who have dual citizenship
to contest in the upcoming
elections representing all
communities. Today, many
intellectuals live abroad
with dual citizenship,” he
added.

This amendment per-
mits them to contest in the
elections in Sri Lanka in
order to usher in prosperi-
ty. Some politicians in the
Government openly
expressed that they wanted

to vote against the Dual
Citizenship Clause, the MP
said.

“I urge the Government
to produce MP Rishad
Bathiudeen before a court
of law.

We believe that if he is
produced before a court, he
will be released without
being found guilty. We
oppose what should be
opposed and support what
should be supported,” Mut-
hunabeen said.

“I'm still a Member of
Parliament representing
the ACMC. We want to live
in unity and harmony with
all the communities in this
country,” he added.

unless they are hospitalised.

source : health

Pandemic has affected daily sales
of Peliyagoda Central Fish Market

ANANDA KANNANGARA

The COVID-19 pandemic,
which previously caused the
lockdown of many major cit-
ies countrywide, has once
again affected to the daily
sales of the Peliyagoda Cen-
tral Fish Market, Central
Fish Market Employees Fed-
eration (CFMEF) Chairman
Jayasiri Wickramarachchi
said when interviewed by
the Daily News.

Accordingly, the daily
turnover of 75% that was
recorded in the recent past
has now dropped into 25%
due to poor customer
attendance, he added.

While thanking the Gov-
ernment, the relevant minis-
try, and the health authori-
ties for extending their sup-

port to develop institution
after the second wave of
pandemic emerged two
months ago, the CFMEF

Chairman said that the pub-
lic should take the responsi-

bility for violating health
guidelines that led to the

restrictions imposed on cus-

tomers.

When inquired about the
large stocks of fish that
arrive at the fish market
from distant areas in the
country, Wickramarachchi
said that those stocks are
still uninterruptedly
brought to the market by
traders, while following the
necessary security guide-
lines.

He said that although
large stocks of fish are

Pinto Jayawardena
Cynthia
At Rest with Jesus

Beloved wife of Vimal, everloving
mother & mother-in-law of Rajith &
Andrea (Australia), Viraj & Emesha

and Melshika & Sanjaya, beloved

grandmother of Rebecca and late
Jason (Australia) and Menula, loving
sister of late Peter, Angela & Chrissy.

Cortege leaves residence on 11th
May 2021 at 3.30 p.m. from 123/1,
Anagarika Dharmapala Mawatha

(Allen Avenue), Dehiwala, for

Burial at General Cemetery Borella
(RC Section) at 4.00 p.m.

received by the Peliyagoda
Fish Market every day, large
and small-scale fish traders,
as well as the arrival of
daily customers, has shown
a negative impact.

He said, “After improv-
ing the country’s health sit-
uation, we firmly believe
that the fisheries sector will
gradually show fruitful
results. This is a sigh of
relief to all, including the
fishing community and
their dependents who are
directly involved in the
trade.”

Wickramaaratchchi fur-
ther highlighted that due to
the ongoing situation, small
fish are currently dispatched
to certain areas for the man-
ufacturing of dry fish.

Batticaloa farmers
lament rising
pesticide prices

SIVAM PACKIYANATHAN,

Batticaloa Special Corr.

Farmers from Batticaloa and Ampara have com-
plained that the higher prices of pesticides are
affecting their livelihoods.

They said that the government’s ban on chemi-
cal fertilisers and requests to use organic fertilisers
was the cause for the price hike.

Farmers said that urea, weedicides, and pesti-
cides are being sold at double the previous prices.

Weedicides that were priced at Rs.2,500 a week
ago were currently being sold at Rs.4,500; while
the urea that cost Rs.1,000 before was now being
sold at Rs.2,500, they added.

As such, farmers are getting into debt and may
have to abandon their fields in the future, they
said, urging the government to control the prices
of such commodities.

A delegation of the Maha Sangha left for Pakistan on the invitation of Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan recently, on a mission to propagate Buddhism in the country.
They visited several areas of Buddhist significance and also inspected ruins. Here,
former Senior Political Advisor Prof. Asela Wickramasinghe presenting an album
covering the visit to Gamgarama Viharaya Chief Incumbent Ven. Kirindi Assaji Thera.
Pakistani Deputy High Commissioner to Sri Lanka Tanvir Ahmed was also present.
Picture by Sudath Malaweera.
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Accordingly, a closed factory in
Werellawatta, Gampaha, is being
converted as an Intermediate
Care Centre for COVID-19
patients, utilising manpower and
technological expertise enabled
by the Navy. The project began
on May 2. The infrastructure of
the location would be developed
to accommodate 2,000 beds, the
statement said.

In addition, the Navy is already
facilities of three ward complexes
at the Gampaha General Hospital
to treat to COVID-19 patients.
After these developments, the
ward complex could be used as a
COVID-19 treatment unit with 50
beds, the Navy added.

Furthermore, the facilities of to
two ward complexes at the Minu- ment unit with 35 beds, the press
wangoda Base Hospital are being  release said.

expanded to treat COVID-19
patients in a safe environment,
and the ward complex is expected

turn into a COVID-19 treat-

Similarly, the Navy pressed into
action to construct three semi-
permanent buildings at the
Wathupitiwala Base Hospital to
establish a ward with 20 beds for
COVID-19 treatment, to carry out

Navy launches multiple COVID-19 treatment projects

The Navy launched a number
of projects to expand facilities for
the treatment of COVID-19
patients in the Western and
Southern provinces recently, in
support of the government’s
efforts to improve the infrastruc-
ture of the health sector in the
face of ongoing pandemic situa-
tion, the Navy stated in a commu-

Naval personnel at work at the Gampaha General Hospital and Minuwangoda Base Hospital. Pictures courtesy: Navy Media Unit.

the Boossa Naval Base in Galle on
May 4. Moreover, the facilities of
a ward complex at the Balapitiya
Base Hospital would also be
improved to treat individuals with
COVID-19, the statement added.

PCR tests and provide the neces-
sary facilities for healthcare work-
ers, the Navy stated.

Apart from that, the Navy estab-
lished an Intermediate Care Cen-
tre for COVID-19 with 200 beds at
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Seven-year-old dies
accident

]

The three-wheeler involved in the accident, and the deceased sev-
en-year-old. Picture by Sivam Packiyanathan, Batticaloa Special Corr.

M. IRFAN ZAKARIYA,

Hambantota Group Corr.

Hambantota Acting District Sec-
retary C.H. Suneth Lochana said
that the Divisional Secretaries of
four Divisional Secretariats in the
Hambantota District have been
quarantined.

Accordingly, the Divisional Sec-
retaries of Sooriyawewa, Tissama-

*

Four Hambantota Divisional
Secretaries quarantined

Residents of Matale’s
isolated areas lament
lack of essential items

harama, Lunugamwehera, and
Hambantota have been quaran-
tined. All these offices will continue
to carry out their regular work with
only 50% of the staff being called
for duty. The Acting District Secre-
tary urged the public in the relevant
areas to come to the offices alone
for essential duties, and to follow
the necessary health guidelines.

A.A.L. DIAS, Matale District Group Corr.

It was difficult for people in isolated
areas of the Matale District to obtain
essential items and other necessary com-

COVID-19 disrupts Hambantota
transport, farming sectors

modities at present, residents said.

They added that the situation has seen
no change since the time they were placed
under isolation over a week ago.

The authorities have so far not imple-
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SIVAM PACKIYANATHAN,

Batticaloa Special Corr.

A 7-year-old boy from Pol-
onnaruwa died in a truck-
trishaw collision that occurred
on the Pollonnaruwa - Batti-
caloa road at Mannampitiya,
on Sunday.

The deceased has been
identified as Kihan Mathu-
sangha. The boy’s father and
another female, who were
both severely injured in the
accident, have been admitted

authorities.

to the Polonnaruwa Base
Hospital.

The driver of the truck had
initially fled the scene, but
had later surrendered to the
Police believe
that the three-wheeler driver
had been speeding at the time
of the accident. The truck
driver is to be produced at the
Pollonnaruwa Maguistrate’s
Court.

Investigations are continu-
ing.

M. IRFAN ZAKARIYA, Hambantota Group Corr.

With rising COVID-19 cases, traffic in the Hambantota District has
decreased considerably, affecting both transportation services and the
farming community.

Residents said only Sri Lanka Transport Board (SLTB) buses ply on
the roads of the district, and that the number of active private buses has
dropped below 50%. Buses have stopped running on byroads as well,
and the influx of rural people into cities has also been significantly
reduced, they added. Shops and hotels are closed and weekly fairs are no
longer held. Only public markets remain open, they said, adding that
due to the absence of weekly markets, the people of the villages are una-
ble to sell their vegetables. Large stocks of vegetables are going waste,
they said.

the front

areas.

mented a relief programme to provide
those affected with essential items, resi-
dents said.

Meanwhile, several people have closed

entrances of their shops, while

leaving the backdoors open to continue
their business. Residents have requested
the government to provide them with
essential items and other necessary facili-
ties as soon as possible.

The areas isolated in the district include
the Dambulla, Galewela, Naula, and Matale
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Eng. S. Senthinathan

A dedicated engineer

Eng. Seenivasagam Senthinathan, fondly
known as ‘Senthi’, passed away recently at the
age of 77 in a fatal accident at his residence in
Toronto, Canada. Senthinathan received his
primary education at St. John’s College, Jaffna,
and entered the Faculty of Engineering of the
University of Peradeniya in 1963. He passed
out of the institution in 1967.

Senthinathan joined the Irrigation Depart-
ment in 1968, and served there until 1999
before migrating to Canada in 2000. He was a
down-to-earth person who was approachable to
anyone, especially farmers, and did not allowed
anybody to leave without a solution for any and
all irrigation problems or other issues. He was
a very smart man with a good knowledge of
Engineering. Senthinathan took quick and
appropriate decisions without any hesitation.
He loved his job and worked with his col-
leagues for the betterment of the farming com-
munity in Sri Lanka.

I first encountered Senthinathan in 1980
when he came to the Anuradhapura Regional
Irrigation Office as the Chief Project Engineer
of the Tank Irrigation Modernisation Project
(TIMP), back when I was the Irrigation Engi-
neer of Mahakanadarawa. Later, he was
appointed Acting Chief Irrigation Engineer of
Anuradhapura. Senthi was a comparatively tall
and lean person, wearing beige trousers mostly
and folded long-sleeved shirts. He married
Ranjini, a beautiful woman from Batticaloa
whom he had met in the Director of Work
Office of the Territorial Civil Engineering
Organisation (TCEO) in Batticaloa. He was
serving as the Executive Engineer at the same
office at the time. I met him by the time they
had their daughter Chitra, who looked just like
Senthi.

Senthi was appointed to TIMP, which was
funded by the World Bank, when the project
was lagging behind and showing low progress
due to various implementation issues. At the
time, the World Bank requested Director of
Irrigation to appoint a devoted and experi-
enced senior engineer to guide the Irrigation
Engineers handling project in Maha-
kanadarawa, Mahavilachchiya, Padaviya in the
Anuradhapura region, as well as in the Vavuni-
kulam and Pavathkulam schemes of the Killino-

chichi and Vavuniya regions,
respectively.

He was a special envoy to
our project to give momentum
to achieve the targets set by
the World Bank. Before his
arrival, work was carried out
entirely on forced account,
with hired labour and machin-
ery provided by the World
Bank. The visiting World Bank
missions instructed the Direc-
tor of the Irrigation Depart-
ment to expedite the construction work with-
out hindering the ongoing cultivation. TIMP
was the first irrigation modernisation/rehabili-
tation project implemented by the Irrigation
Department in the country’s Major Irrigation
Systems. It was a new experience for all of us
in comparison to other construction projects.

The major issue in these systems was carry-
ing out construction work without hindering
the ongoing Maha and Yala Cultivation Sea-
sons. Construction was, therefore, limited to
off-season periods; and hence, careful planning
was required. The challenge to Senthinathan
was proper planning of the modernisation
work in these five systems with innovative
approach. After many deliberations, Senthi
came up with a new approach to expedite work
by rearranging the implementation plan
through small-scale contract packages in care-
fully-selected sites; hired labour and depart-
mental machinery was used at the rest of the
sites.

Heavy work, such as the construction of
Main and Branch Channels, was implemented
by hired labour and department machinery,
and the construction of Distributory and Field
Channels was carried out with the help of
small-scale local contractors and farmers’
organisations. After Senthi’s arrival, the pro-
gress of TIMP spiked, and the visiting World
Bank missions and other colleagues appreciat-
ed his work. During this period, I lived in the
Mahakandarawa Irrigation Engineer’s Bunga-
low, which faced the Mahakanadarawa Reser-
voir. My wife, too, was an irrigation engineer
working at the Anuradhapura Regional Office
that Senthinathan worked at. One rainy night,

A he came to our bungalow with
i his daughter. He told me to get
ready to go to Japan for a
three-month scholarship. “The
ministry asked me to send you
to Colombo tomorrow morn-
ing as the closing date is the
day after tomorrow. That is
why I came to meet you,” he
said.

Senthi told me not to miss
the opportunity. He told me to
get a jeep and go to Colombo
the next day. It is rare to see a Chief Engineer
visit you personally just to deliver a message,
instead of conveying the message through
someone else (there were no telephone facili-
ties at the time). It was my first experience
abroad after four years of service at the Irriga-
tion Department, all thanks to Senthi.

My next workstation was Ampara, as the
Engineer-in-Charge of Operations at the Gal
Opya Irrigation Rehabilitation Project (funded
by USAID) in 1984, after attending a special
postgraduate programme in water manage-
ment in the USA. At the time, Senthi was
Regional Deputy Director of Irrigation (DDI)
in Ampara, and Project Director of the Gal Oya
Rehabilitation Project (GORP). Senthinathan
was familiar with the Gal Oya Irrigation
Scheme, compared to many other engineers at
the Irrigation Department. Furthermore, his
fluency in both Tamil and Sinhala was an
added advantage when dealing with the farm-
ing communities in the area. Senthi was very
popular among all farmers near the Gal Oya
Scheme.

The Participatory Irrigation Management
(PIM), commenced at the Gal Oya Left Bank
under the project, was successful under his
guidance. The Agrarian Research and Training
Institute (ARTI), in collaboration with Cornell
University, USA, also launched an Institutional
Development Programme under PIM at the
Gal Oya system. According to Professor Nor-
man T. Uphoff from Cornell University, who
was leading the Participatory Irrigation Man-
agement programme in Gal Oya, said, “Senthi-
nathan made a great contribution to his coun-
try while serving as the Irrigation Department

Air Vice-Marshall P.B. Premachandra

He was daring and brave

“Taking shelter in the dead is death
itself, and only taking all the risk of

life to the fullest extent is living.”
- Rabindranath Tagore

In war, in peace, and in the hearts of his
countrymen, he was second to none in hum-
ble and enduring scenes of private life. Just,
humane, temperate, and sincere; uniform,
dignified, and commanding; his example was
as edifying to all around him.

The late Air Vice-Marshal P.B. Premachan-
dra was born on May 1, 1957, to parents the
late Pon. Balasuntharam, a village headman
and a Justice of Peace, and the late Rasanaya-
ki Balasuntharam; as the last of thirteen chil-
dren in Thondamanaru, Vadamarachchi, Jaff-
na. He had his early education at Hartley
College, Point Pedro, and later at S. Thomas’
College, Mt. Lavinia, where he made a mark
as an exemplary student.

Completing his secondary education at the
latter, he left school to train as a pilot, which
was his childhood dream. Despite an early
setback resulting from an accident as a trainee
pilot, he did not give up. Driven by a passion
to serve Mother Lanka, he chose to join the
air force, rejecting the lucrative alternative to
be a commercial pilot. The Sri Lankan Air
Force was made richer with his choice to be
an Officer Cadet in 1979, and the rest was
history. Thus began an illustrious career until
his retirement in 2011, after 32 years of loyal
service, with tenacity of purpose to his moth-
erland.

Within the SLAF, his rise was meteoric,
with numerous achievements. Premachandra
was a skillful and versatile Airman, learning
the craft quickly while receiving training
locally, as well as in the United States, India,
and Pakistan. Following his commissioning as
a Pilot Officer in 1981, he was tasked with
numerous responsibilities, rising to become
Air Vice-Marshal and taking up command
positions at Anuradhapura, Ratmalana, and
Katunayake, culminating as the Chief of Staff
at the Headquarters.

In the early ‘70s, the nation had to contend
with the turbulent insurrection in the South,
and in the ‘80s began the unprecedented
protracted war against terrorism with a
very heavy toll of lives to both civilians
and security personnel. Challenging
times, they were; the forces were
stretched to the limit with severe
losses. Being a man of valour
and courage, Premachandra’s
mission was uninterrupted: Y
he was focused and persis-
tent in fighting the enemy,
an arduous task in com-
parison to conventional
warfare where one ‘
knows the enemy. In the
war he fought, there
was no way of knowing F
where a bomb would
hit, nor in which direc-
tion a missile would come
from.

In those circumstances,
the Forces had to adopt novel
tactics with speed, instinct,
and sharp situational analy-
sis. Premachandra had the intui-

tive skills not only to fly, but also to plan and
manage the battlefields, whether it was to do
with raid, rescue, or reconnaissance. One of
the speakers delivering the eulogy at the
funeral recapitulated a situation when, instead
of retreating amidst enemy fire, Premachan-
dra went on to rescue two of his injured Air-
men. Another related an incident when he
continued to fly his helicopter, despite being
hit by a bullet to an airfield further away. Such
was his selfless service that saw him decorat-
ed with several awards for valour.

Premachandra was a man who stood up to
many challenges, always following the most
important lesson one learns as a soldier: to
serve the motherland in the true spirit with
virtue, honour, patriotism, and subordination,
irrespective of personal interests or political
ideologies. An officer and a gentleman, he
was a man of principle.

The accolades, medals, and bars he received
were legion. To name a few, he was the recipi-
ent of ‘Rana Wikrema’, ‘Rana Sura’, and
‘Desha Putra’ medals for acts of gallantry, as
well the service medals ‘Vihista Seva Vib-
hushanaya’, ‘Uttama Seva’, and the cherished
Sri Lanka Armed Services Medal for Long
Service. Entering matrimony with Vasuki
Ananthasingham and settling down in Colom-
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bo saw young Premachandra being required
to fulfill an additional role as a family man to
his wife, as well as his three children: Barathy,
Arjuna, and Pathanjali . Notwithstanding the
call of duty to serve in different parts of Sri
Lanka, he made sure that his role as a loving
husband and dedicated father were fulfilled in
difficult and dangerous circumstances that
prevailed due to the war, as he was also a tar-
get. Knowing that he put the country first,
Vasuki, his beloved wife, stood by him at all
times, taking the responsibility of reciprocat-
ing his contribution through thick and thin to
look after the children, in adversity and uncer-
tain times.

Premachandra, the reticent and quite man,
was not only an officer safeguarding the secu-
rity of the country, but also for his strict sense
of discipline and vigour. He also displayed
ample qualities of humanity and compassion,
especially in his capacity where he was
required to oversee the training of young
recruits. He was kind, caring, considerate,
and affable, earning much popularity and
respect among his peers. A talented connois-
seur known for his hospitality, he enjoyed
cooking to the extent that many of his col-
leagues and relatives recall the numerous
occasions he presented them with sumptuous
menus combined with culinary delights.

His demise followed a short illness in the
UK, while on transit to his homeland from
the US. His premature death was a shock and
the irreplaceable loss to his family, relatives,
and friends. In retirement, he had a lot to
offer the country, particularly in the field of
internal security, but, unfortunately, his early
departure means that Mother Lanka will not
be able to receive his wisdom anymore.
Among the dignitaries paying their last
respects was Samantha Pathirana represent-
ing the High Commissioner for UK, Saroja
Sirisena, on behalf of the Government of
Srilanka. The Sri Lankan Ex-Service Persons
Association in the UK was also represented
at the funeral.

The cremation took place on February 16,
in the Hindu tradition, with a limited number
of mourners due to the restrictions on large
gatherings. One may think that it was rather
unfortunate for an officer of his calibre to have
the final send-off without military honours,
but the floral wreath from his colleagues

bearing the words ‘Sri Lankan Air Force’
lining the pathway at the crematori-
um said it all. Moreover, it must be
remembered that in death, the best
blessing a Hindu could have
when his remains are presented

to nature would be to have the
entire family present,

which was the case at

his send-off. It was a fit-

ting farewell, indeed, in

the serene surroundings
._i
.'-I"

of Forest Park Cremato-
rium in London.

He meant so much

to the country that his

[
-
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" i epitaph read: Say not in
Al grief he is no more, but in
i thankfulness that he was.

May his soul attain Mok-
sha!
capt. Dr. SATI ARIYANAYAGAM,

Emeritus Consultant Physician, UK

Director of the Ampara District in the 1980s,
when I had the pleasure of working with him
on the Gal Oya Irrigation Rehabilitation Pro-
ject. One of its objectives was the introduction
of participatory irrigation management. Unlike
his predecessor, Senthi gave exemplary assis-
tance that transformed Gal Oya from a poorly-
functioning irrigation system to one of the
best-managed ones.”

A post-project evaluation of the project con-
ducted by IWMI concluded that rice produc-
tion in Gal Oya per cubic metre of irrigation
water issued rose from 5kg to 20kg. However,
without the leadership, goodwill, and active
assistance of Senthinathan, this transformation
of Gal Oya, which benefits the entire country,
would not have been possible. In 1988, the
then Government, through its Cabinet, made
farmer participation in the management of
major irrigation schemes the national policy for
Sri Lanka, citing Gal Oya as the model for the
rest of the country. Senthi took his stewardship
of the Gal Oya Irrigation System seriously,
both professionally and personally, aiming to
achieve best possible use of its land and water
resources to ensure the greatest benefit for its
residents. It is hard to imagine a better model
for engineers and professionals in any country.

As the Operation Engineer, my duty was to
improve water management at the Gal Oya
system, with the computer-aided water man-
agement model developed for the first time in
Sri Lanka for System Operation and Water
Management with the support of ongoing par-
ticipatory irrigation management progamme of
GORP. The model worked well at Gal Oya due
to Senthinthan’s wide experience and know-
how of the area, as well as my hard work on
the computer model as a decision support tool
for irrigation water management and system
operation. Before launching the water manage-
ment programme in Gal Oya under the pro-
ject, intermittent/rotation water flow was
operated in the main and branch canals, which
caused immense problems to farmers in the far
end of the system. My responsibility was to
operate the main system on continuous flow
using the model developed as all main and
branch canals had been designed for continu-
ous flow under the project. The critical chal-

lenge was to pass water in the Left Bank Main
Canal at the Uhana Saddle, in which water flow
had been restricted for many decades. Howev-
er, this problem was solved under the project
with deep excavations. I requested Senthi’s
permission to practice my model and his imme-
diate reply was “Do it and take responsibility,
and I will support you.”

I implemented it and, after several days, the
irrigation difficulties that existed for decades at
the Gal Oya system, was resolved. Senthi was
dedicated to his work; wherever he served, he
got the highest recognition, especially from
farmers. It was a pleasure to work with him.
My wife Chandra, who has high regard for this
gentleman, served as the Design Irrigation
Engineer in his office during that period and
resolved irrigation difficulties at the Kaloi Odai
Channel in Right Bank area outside GORP. He
commended her work and always he spoke of it
whenever we met.

My last personal encounter with Senthina-
than was on March 25, this year, two weeks
before his death. We had a short conversation
after several years on a phone call; he was in a
hurry, on his way to work. He told me we could
chat at length on a free day, but I missed that
chance. I hope this appreciation article shows
some real qualities of this professional engi-
neer who devoted his life to the farming com-
munity of our country. Senthi left the country
twenty-one years ago due to the previous
unrest and lived in Canada until his death.

Dr. (Eng) G.G.A. GODALIYADDA,

Former Irrigation Director-General
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Time for hard
decisions

ith the daily figure of COVID-19 positive

cases topping the 2,500 mark for the first

time and the daily death toll now in their

double digits since the second wave of
the outbreak, the writing, indeed, appears to be on
the wall that will compel the authorities to consider
drastic measures if the pandemic is not to have a
free run replicating the situation in India. The figures
could be much higher, with only those who undergo
PCR tests accounted for with the rest who went
under the radar in all probability having carriers
among them in large numbers.

The situation is extremely grim which is attested by
the fact that all medical professionals’ associations
and Trade Unions shedding their rivalries to bring to
the attention of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on
the necessary steps to take to avert a calamity of
unimaginable proportions. In a joint letter addressed
to the President, the doctors have urged him to
enforce the stringent measures contained in the
Gazette notification on controlling the COVID-19
pandemic published in October 2020. They have
called for movement restrictions of people in the
strictest terms and other curbs that would minimize
exposure of the public to the virus.

The medicos have highlighted instances of extremely
serious emergencies which they claim if not
addressed promptly could plunge the country into
grave peril. What is most worrisome is the question
mark over the already overwhelmed medical staff to
cope with the ever worsening situation, given the
runaway numbers of Coronavirus cases which keep
on multiplying. Even the additional bed capacity put
in place would not provide the answer. According to
Health Minister Pavithra Wanniarachchi, 19,000
beds have been reserved in the 105 COVID Treat-
ment Centres that have been established island-
wide, in addition to the existing hospitals. But have
we got the required number of doctors and nurses to
attend to the cases that keep on coming?

As it is, there is only one nurse for every 12 hospital
beds according to reports. How are they going to
cope with the ever multiplying numbers? Besides, it
is doubtful if most nurses have the expertise to rise
to the new challenge as this is the first time they will
be grappling with a health emergency of this magni-
tude. Even in India, many medical professionals are
throwing up their arms in despair and in some
instances have given up the fight, as shown on tel-
evision. Some doctors and medical staffers too have
perished from the virus, according to NDTV.

Hence, it is vital that authorities here do their utmost
to control the numbers by containing the virus
spread lest the medical staff gets stampeded and
they too throw up their arms in despair like their
counterparts across the Palk Strait. The doctors
quite rightly claim that healthcare workers are likely
to be physically and mentally drained and the fatigue
induced by the impending disaster is going to be
considerable and unavoidable. COVID deaths may
reach unprecedented levels and a grave national
catastrophe is a real potential threat, they assert.
There is also the question of medical resources
which will fast run out if the numbers keep climbing.
The doctors in their letter to the President have
chiefly focused on this aspect.

Stating that all healthcare resources are currently
being overwhelmingly used, they also say that the
number of patients requiring Oxygen, while waiting
in beds in hospitals and ICUs is increasing exponen-
tially. With laboratories unable to cope with the flood
of tests the doctors warn that very soon a situation
would arise where testing would have to be confined
to selected COVID patients receiving hospital care.

The doctors have also highlighted another serious
issue, where significant delays in providing beds and
in-patient care at Intermediate COVID care centres
to patients remaining at home would cause an
increase in the number of deaths during the next
three weeks.

Of course, the doctors know what they are talking
about. Their coming together to sound the alarm is a
sign that the situation has reached a critical stage.
There are now six variants of the virus said to be
doing the rounds, with the potency of the latest far
greater than preceding ones. The increase in the
areas going under lockdown each day tells a tale.
Opinion is divided on whether the country should be
placed under lockdown at this stage. But a decision
will have to be made - and fast.

The PHIs who work at ground level favour a lockdown
for at least for two weeks so that the spread of the
virus could be contained and sufficient PCR tests
carried out. Even then it takes three or four days to
confirm whether one has contracted the virus or not.
In the meantime, the one who subsequently tests
positive would have passed on the bug to another.
The problem indeed is a debilitating one. How the
country comes out of this quagmire will largely
depend on the conduct of the public - at least until
sufficient doses of the vaccines arrive to give us herd
immunity against the pestilence.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

lliness is not something you can 100% avoid;
you can only try to limit the risk. - Nino Schurter

COVID-19:

HELA VEDEKAMA Vs
WESTERN MEDICINE

Dr. TILAK S. FERNANDO

t long last Ayurveda Hos-

pitals are permitted to

treat the COVID-19

affected patients. This
declaration came from State by Min-
ister of Primary Health Care, Epi-
demics and COVID Disease Control,
Dr Sudarshini Fernandopulle. The
State Minister of Indigenous Medi-
cine Promotion and Rural and Ayur-
veda Hospitals Development stated
that all coronavirus patients would
be treated with normal ‘Deseeya’
(local) treatments such as Kanda
(porridge), boiled coriander water
and inhaling steam-vapour of vari-
ous kind etc. Yet again, some of the
newspapers give a contradictory ver-
sion regarding this matter.

Various arguments for and against
Western medicine vs Hela Veda
Kama (Hereditary treatment coming
down from generation to genera-
tion), particularly with the eruption
of the COVID-19 pandemic, sur-
faced, from March 2020, due to the
lack of medicine or a vaccine to cure
the Coronavirus. Not a single person
expected such a calamity to befall on
every nation that crippled the world
economy.

The pandemic was prophesied
well in advance by ‘Ganga Sudar-
shan Manio’ participating in the
‘YouTube’ (Ravana Creations) Chan-
nel. In 2012, 2013 and 2016, she
predicted the Universe becoming
irascible, and an epidemic will kill
thousands of people across the
world. But no one believed her. She
is known as the shining star in Asia
who can communicate with the Uni-
verse through meditative powers.
She also predicted that the Universe
had chosen Gotabaya Rajapaksa as
the next President of Sri Lanka
when everyone backed Sajith Prema-
dasa. In December 2020, she organ-
ised (mainly out of her funds) to
conduct a Pirith chanting (Dolos
Maha Piritha), a yearlong continu-
ous Pirith chanting from Ruwanweli
Seya in Anuradhapura. She believes
the only way to get rid of this pan-
demic is by sending Lord Buddha’s
vibrations to the Universe, as Sri
Lanka is a blessed Buddhist country.

Medicine for COVID-19

>

Coronavirus affected patients
were initially treated with boiled
Coriander (Kottamalli) water and
inhaling steam vapour (in various
forms). Sri Lankan hospitals had to
depend on Panadol or Paracetamol
as there was no effective medicine to
attack the virus.

As the number of patients
increased, President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa’s forward-thinking plan helped
devise a formula to minimise the
impact of the virus. It consisted of a
unique team assigned to deal with
the pandemic, consisting of health
experts and the President appointed
the Army Commander to head this
team. Precautions adopted by this
exceptional team of experts man-
aged to curtail the spreading of the
virus.

Sri Lanka, at one stage, became
recognised for taking stern action to
curb the virus. Unfortunately, the
Opposition Parliamentary members
criticised the Government at every
step, whereas Sri Lanka received
praise internationally.

Numerous Western nations

L]

researched to find a suitable vaccine
on a fast track against the COVID-19
virus. Finally, different vaccine types
such as American Pfizer, UK’s Astra-
Zeneca and Russia’s Sputnik V etc.,
were invented within a short period.
Sri Lanka launched the AstraZeneca
vaccination drive in January 2021.
The second dose of the vaccination
commenced on April 28, 2021.

India

India suddenly became the worst
country affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. People are dropping dead
on the streets, and hospitals and
cemeteries cannot cope with the sit-
uation. Unlike in Sri Lanka, there is
no systematic approach to control
the plague. Instead, there is ample
criticism against the Indian policy-
makers and the Indian Government
for adopting a relaxed attitude where
even state elections and religious
festivals were permitted, allowing
thousands of citizens to assemble
without wearing face masks.
Overconfidence in the
AstraZeneca vaccine
has also been sighted /
as the failure to be
more prepared to face
India’s second wave.

Third Wave

The 3rd wave of the
virus circulating in the
air is more dangerous
than any previous
attacks, health authori-
ties warn. Small chil-
dren are highly suscepti-
ble they say. Referring to a
visitor from London, who
arrived in Sri Lanka and sub-

jected to a PCR test, it was found
that the variant of the COVID-19 is
identical to a deadly virus and a
highly contagious mutant of the
Coronavirus found located in the
United Kingdom. The University of
Sri Jayawardenapura Research Cen-
tre came out with it. Immediately,
the Sri Lankan media has gone hay-
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