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ocated in the city of Anurad-

lnpum Sri Lanka, the so-called

“Stargate of Sri Lanka™ is

terious place with much that is

vet to be unveiled. There are
many stories about UFOs and other strange
happenings around this location, known pop-
ularly by its local name, Rajarata, or “The
Land of Kings.” As of today, the rescarchers
have taken significant steps to gain knowl-
edge about at least some of the mysteries
here.

The first complex that was established on
this land was in 377 BC, the ruins of which
are a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This
complex was situated at the heart of Bud-
dhist culture in Sri Lanka. Today, this desti-
nation is popularly visited by tourists from all
across the globe. The devotees and pilgrims
come to visit the ancient Buddhist temples
and dome stupas that exist here.

The complex is not just famous for its
architecture. Instead, it has something more
profound and precious. There are lots of
secrets hidden underneath this mysterious
location and researchers are keen to shed
light on them all. The wider complex has
mysteries also: Ranmasu Uyana or “Golden
Fish Park”, a 40-acre (16 hectares) ancient
park situated around this location, consists of
three Buddhist temples. It contains an appar-
ent map that seemss like a guide for mankind
to unlock the secrets of the universe.

‘This chart or map is named as “Sakwala
Chakraya” which translates in Sinhalese as
“Universe Cycle.” Tt is 1.8m (6ft) in diameter
and carved onto a rock face within the park
ruins. The front facade of Sakwala Chakraya
can only be seen from ground level. Not just
that, but right opposite (0 it, you will find
four seats that are
making it a perfect viewing aj
of these rock seats and the cl
ous, yet to be unveiled.

The presence of this map and the seats has
amazed archaeologists and puzzled profes-
sional historians for over a century now. To
date, very little information has been accu-
mulated about this chart and the purpose of
its existence. The professors at the Sri Lan-
kan archaeology departments of many uni-
versities believed that Ranmasu Uyana is
home to many historical secrets.

Research on Sakwala Chakraya

Based urrent research, there is a defi-
nite possibility that this carving was made
during the 7th Century AD. This would fit
with a known major developmental phase
which commenced in the 7th Century AD,
with new buildings added to the garden lay-
out of Ranmasu Uyana. However, this
remains just a working hypothesis based
upon relevant research. There is no verdict
on it because no historical records possess
by Buddhist monks have mentioned its exist-
ence or function.

With further research and analysis, some
discoveries were made about the carving
itself. The iconography of this chart is incom-
patible with any other carvings of the his-
torical Anuradhapura period, which ranges
between the 3rd to 10th Century AD. Moreo-
ver, all other carvings noted during this
period are nowhere similar to that of Sakwala
Chakraya.

On detailed inspection of Sakwala
Chakraya, the researchers conclud
this chart is made up of 7 concentric circles
that are then divided with the use of parallel
horizontal and vertical lines. It also consists
of small rectangular components containing
smaller crossed circles. There are some sub-
tle symbols within the map that resemble a
kite, wavy textured lines, cylindrical shapes,

is mysteri-
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bows and arrows, and even umbrellas. These
figures are so subtle that no untrained eyes
can observe them easily. Other figures appear
to be depicted in the outer ring of Sakwala
Chakraya, such as seahorses, turtles, and
fish.

None of these carvings matches typical

i h

These well-documented arf are usually
to be found with lotus, swans, and vines
carved on them. There is nothing like this
on Sakwala Chakraya, and its origin
remains obscure.

The first academic who identified
the archaeological importance of
Sa a Chakraya was a British
civil servant, HC.P. Bell. He
was the first Commissioner of
Archacology of Ceylon, as Sri
Tanka was formerly known.
He added a description to his
research upon the chart in
1911. That said that Sakwala
Chakraya was amongst the
oldest artefacts he had seen,
and was interesting to work
upon. He also said that this
chart testifies to the astronomi-
cal cycle heing followed by Bud-
dhist monasteries across Sri Lanka.
He presented this report to the Gov-
ernor of Ceylon.

Bell's conclusion was that this was a
cosmological chart and was simply illustrat-
ing Buddhists’ belief in the universe. He also
concluded that it may be extremely old. He
interpreted the circles, marine life, and sym-
bols present on the chart, following Buddhist
logic and beliefs, to represent Earth, the
seas, outer space, and the universe.

Sakwala Chakraya in the Public Eye

Before the internet was a thing, Sakwala
Chakraya was known to very few people, and
as a result, even local Sri Lankans were unin-
terested in it. This chart and the surround-
ing gardens were abandoned after the Anu-
radhapura Kingdom lost its might, unpre-
served and unresearched.

However, things have changed. Sakwala
Chakraya is now a big tourist attraction. The
partially restored surroundings have bathing
pavilions and twin ponds, with stories that

Sakwala Chakraya

The Chart on Sakwala Chakraya

kings of the past used them. Today, this
sacred ground of temples is covered and
hidden in a tropical jungle and is mostly
uninhabited, the location protected by the
authorities. The internet has also enabled
new discussion and new theories on Sak-
wala Chakraya, with the photographs of
this location being shared over social
media platforms for quite a few years. As a
result, this mysterious location became
well known. One theory arising from inter-
net discussion is that this is an ancient
“stargate” that allows humans o travel
across the universe. The theory says that
the chart may even hold a secret code or
technique for unlocking this portal to the
universe.

Opposlte ‘the chart, four seats sculpted Into rock provide an ideal viewing arca

King Ravana in his Dandu Monara flying vehicle

ONE SUCH INSCRIPTION, FOUND IN THE HISTORICAL AND

Some claim that similar sym-
bols and shapes to those found
on Sakwala Chaks have been
seen at Abu Ghurab in Egypt, and

La Puerta de Hayu Marca, Peru. All
three locations are also situated near
water. The theory goes that these sites
allowed terrestrial beings to process
gold from water.
Sakwala Chakraya is also in close proxim-
ity to Danigala Mountain or “Alien Moun-
tain” that is near the city of Polonnaruwa.
The mountain is located deep within the
jungle, and is a popular destination for hik-
ers. The mountain has a flat top and an
appealing circular shape. The internet
became very excited by the uniqueness of
this destination and immediately concluded
that, at times, a UFO might have landed on
this spot. Some tour guides claim this “Alien
Mountain” attracts more thunder, lightning,
and shooting stars than any other mountain
around the region.

Different theorists have brought up yet
other explanations for Sakwala Chakraya.
Shereen Almendra, a senior lecturer of land-
scape design al the Moratuwa University in
Sri Lanka, suggested that Sakwala Chakraya
might be a plan for a complex project to con-
struct the giant stupas that were commonly
built during those ages.

BELL SAID THAT THIS CHART TESTIFIES TO THE ASTRONOMICAL CYCLE BEING FOLLOWED
BY BUDDHIST MONASTERIES ACROSS SRI LANKA. HIS CONCLUSION WAS THAT THIS WAS A
COSMOLOGICAL CHART AND WAS SIMPLY ILLUSTRATING BUDDHISTS’ BELIEF IN THE
UNIVERSE. HE ALSO CONCLUDED THAT IT MAY BE EXTREMELY OLD. HE INTERPRETED THE
CIRCLES, MARINE LIFE, AND SYMBOLS PRESENT ON THE CHART, FOLLOWING BUDDHIST
LOGIC AND BELIEFS, TO REPRESENT EARTH, THE SEAS, OUTER SPACE, AND THE UNIVERSE.

Danigala Alien Mountain

RELIGIOUS SITE OF KIRINDA IN SRI LANKA, CONTAINS
THE PHRASE “APARIMITA LOKA DATUWA,” WHICH
MEANS “INFINITE UNIVERSE.” THIS LED TO THE IDEA
THAT THE PERSON WHO ENGRAVED IT HAD A
RELATIVELY SOPHISTICATED UNDERSTANDING OF

THE UNIVERSE AND ITS NATURE.

More Rational Explanations

There are some archacologists, such as Raj
Somadeva, from the Kelaniya University, who
dispute that Sakwala Chakraya should be con-
sidered a stargate. Instead, Somadeva offers the
more measured alternative that this chart
might be an early world map, as HC.P. Bell
suggested in his earlier research. Under this
theory, Sakwala Chakraya has more of a reli-
gious than cosmological function.

Somadeva further noted that the Sri Lankans
were familiar with stars and the night sky from
as early as 250 BC. The Brahmi inscriptions of
Sri Lanka note several names and references of
stars, and show knowledge of concepts related
to astronomy,

One such inscription, found in the historical
and religious site of Kirinda in Sri Lanka, con-
tains the phrase “Aparimita Loka Datuwa,”
which means “Infinite Universe.” This led to
the idea that the person who engraved it had a
relatively sophisticated understanding of the
universe and its nature.

Somadeva has concluded that the biggest
challenge for identifying the true purpose of
this carving is the lack of evidence. The Ran-
masu Uyana, stupas, parks, and other historical
aspects of Anuradhapura are mentioned in

various historical records and chronicles from
250 BC. However, there is no mention of Sak-
wala Chakraya in any of these historical
records. He said that while there might indeed
have been a practical and definite use of this
chart in ancient times, it is very difficult to
identify what it was due to the lack of evidence.
The prime challenge is that the archaeologists
cannot even date it accurately at present.

Research Efforts Continue

The kings of Anuradhapura ruled from 400
AD to 1000 AD. As the Anuradhapura King-
dom is well documented in the historical
records, archacologists have multiple sources
from which to interpret the complex of ruins
here. However, this is not the case with Sak-
wala Chakraya, and its omission from any sur-
viving documents is puzzling. Without any
records, there is no inherent evidence that the
carving dates from this time. Some more fanci-
ful theories suggest it may be as much as 5,000
years old and connected to the legendary
demon King of Lanka, Ravana.

The researchers are currently focusing
their efforts on establishing an accurate date
for the carving’s construction. Only with this
can the multiple theories be tested. The
future might unveil more secrets about the
so-called “Stargate of Sri Lanka”, but for
now, it will still be considered as a mystery
for lack of evidence. The purpose and mean-
ing of Sakwala Chakraya are still lost some-
where in time. However, in the pursuit of
reaching a conclusion, the efforts are ongo-
ing and will never stop. (Anclent Origins)




