ri Lanka, & couniry that
onee had an abundance
of forst pesources, has
st a large percentage
of it fomests dee 1w short-
sighted activities over  the

VESITE.
Several large-scale
development  projects  and

other activities carried out
during a long perisd of time
have resulted in the erdication
of several picturesque fonests
from the Sei Lankan dscape.

O the odher hand, cven as
Sa Lanka sill remiaing among
the countries with the langest
percentage of fonests i the
workl, the demand for kand is
surging to meet the demanids
of  an  everexpanding
popilation,  Dug o these
reasong, anld as the pesult of
gradieal destruction, the fonest
sy in S Lanka has decreased
i 20.5% of the sland’s total
land area

These fonests, which ame
scattened in varkas parls of
e iskand ae of various Lypes,
amall the protection of them also
needs 1o be varied, While kinge
forest  rescrves such s
Sinharja, Kouckles, Peak
Wilderness and Wilpatty are
among (e Protected Arcas,
there are nther forests also that
are high i bigdiversity located
i e Wt Zomae,

With  the  excoption  of
Sanhiaja Porest Resene aid 2
fiewy ather fopest peserves; other
forests are smaller i extent,
while the Diry Zone lorests an
generally larger. Mo of these
forests are managed hy the
Forest Depariment or the
Department  of  Wildiife
Conzorvation, amd ane subject
o the mlevant rules and
regulat fons ol these
institutions, Whatever the siae
of thess forests, the fact that
they are being subjected (o
rmassive lhreats due 1o irregular
and often irrational
requirements i a sad maller
foor s as a couniry.

[sland  wile, forests anc
facing various theeals such as
planiing  crops,  establishing
human hahitats, development
setivities, hunting of animals
il the denannd for timber and
other  forest  products  of
commercial vahue.

One Bwtor contributing (o
the indiscriminate abuse of the
precious ands ks that Protected
Areas and other such fonests
are nol [ound @0 Esolaion,
Ofen,  there are  human
habitats -al:rn'u.ll'lq“ngb.- thise
foresis with vartous forms of
fand wse such as  urban
dwellings and  villages,
agrienlral linds, neservoirs,
irmigated land and  roadways.
Fuisrthermore, i
implementation  of  these
activities is carried owl Dy
varions state and privide sector
orpanisations  with  entinely
different agendas while the
plans  for  develepment  are
propared by these  same
ongmasiions, Ao, oth sate
il privite secior
opgEniszdions wse kand for
agrocaliural, a2 well as other
activities,

Even though all of these
activities are  planned  and
operated separately, all of them
happen  m the  samse
geographical aren. So, wlen
these  activilies take plice
withoul progeer coorduation,
challenges  andl  jssues are
inewitahle,  Ewven  though
ambitions development plans
are madle for hese areas,
prgeT activabion of such plans
are often stalled due o e
abwre-mentioned  noason.  For
example, people may  build
living spaces or culiivate in te
midst. of  clephant  paths,
Obmaining  such  lands  or
r:l:lHilu,lI cultivinioms o them
will fead 1o human-clephant
conflict, as well as the dash
between people aml other wild
animals. Apart [vom this, short-
term thinking i land use
planning  coulil  also trigger
miurl disasters such as flnods
aanl bandshides,

The increase of illegal
encroachments and cultivaion
of such land is seriowsly
threatening the elfectiveness of
Protected Areas. Furthermore,

cultivation and estabhishment
of commencial plantations in
slagring walershed areas of e
hill cowntry is cousing sail
emsinn in Uwese hilly areas and
the threat of fooding in
lower  mreas of vallews has
therfore escalated.

The reclamation of wetkands
- which has been done for a
long timse in the name of
development = is  anotler
meatter of equal seriodsness.
Many uninformed people think
that the wetlapds in urban and
settler] areas are wseless tracls
of tand. While it is untinkabie
that many decizion-making
olficials. of the relevant
institutions ane anawane of U
ried For s virlee of woetlands,
s even mone alarming (o
note that such  individuals
often o ot consider sclentific
advice due to their limited
understanding and
unwillingress 1o consider
alternatives, As much as this
can I umborstand, {here ame
iipstances when poclamation of
wiet L s [or urban
developsient takes place cien
under those who ane swae of
the importance of the robe of
wetlands in sustaining life and
maintaining eonlogical
SETVICES,

Preparing plans joinily alter
considering all ki anas as a
whasle, with the contribution of
alb redevani parties, is of ulmost
imporianee {1} avaii
eqvironmental Bsues that can
e created by irvegular urdian
amdl rural development as well
a5 other land use.

Al responsible  partics
shiould realise the erucial need
to prepare 2 joint sciendific
plan for development work 1o
b carricdd out for a sustainable
future, and development plans
should  safeguard  natural
resoueces in the area while
minimising  environmental
polhtion zmd Jand degrad fon.

The methsldelogy adogbed
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That ancient joint concept is “The Lake — The
Dagoba (Sthupa) - The Village — The Temple"

(“Wewai -

Dagabai - Gamai - Pansalai”). The

village was created with a view to utilize optimum
resources. The lake and paddy field areas - the
main factors contributing to the existence of the
village - are situated in the most convenient and
effective area of the village, and life revolves
around these significant places.

for Band use in o sland in Owe
past could be taken as i
exarmple  cven  Ualay, This
proves  that  making  well-
thought-out pdans is pot new Lo
wur country. For example, our
traditional villiges have heon
creited under sich a concepl.
Especially i the Dry Zone, the
villigfe ks croated centensd on a
witer Lamk or ke,

Tt awcient joind concepl is
“The Lake = The Dagba
{Sthupa) = The Yilkage = The
Temgbe™ {“Weswni - Dagabai -
Gamai - Pansalai™).  The
village was created with a view
to wtilize oplimum resources,
The liker anwd paddy fiebl areas
= U miainh Gctons contriluting
to the existenee of the vilkage
= ame siluated i the most
vomvenient and effective ane
of the village, and life revolves
amnil vese significant places,

Furthermaore, Sri Lanka's
unigee  “Ellanga®  waler-
management system s also
another  good  example  of
strategic  planning.  Through
that, several tanks  wene
conneeted  with each other
and, ofter e first tank was
filed, waer was dirceted 1o
the mext tank in o sciemific
manner, Once this wa was
filled, the memaining water was
direeted to the nexst tank.. amd
s on,  Significantly, this
provents the waste of water,
which wis necognisal as an
casential natural resowrce, and

this  paved the way for
maximum  preservation  of
waler.

The ‘Gam Gosda,” where the
houses of the village wene
built, was located on high
groundl, while the spiritial
center of the village = Dagola
= was situsted 3 the bighest
location with the temple placed
adjacent to the Dagola, The
pagt above (e tank - Waw
Ihathihawa —was ol culiivated
to minmaise the collectism of
silt sl sediment i Lhe tank, A
separate ared of jungle whens
the timher requireaents of U
village was Fulfilled & locaed
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separately, A village  was
carcfilly placed 16 a bocatkon i
which day-to-day  eszentinls
could be produced from the

sarremnding  environment
System.
In contrast, there was

another set of lanks named
‘Kulu Weva' located away from
the willage, above s tank
(Wi Thaththeowa) amel 0 the
jungle,  The purpose of teose
Lanhs was o maintain e
proundwater besel in the area
aned prowide water for animals.

Howsever, the slministrgive
and economic  development
structure of our country was
gradually changed during the
colomial ery, The selfsufficien
ceonomic petten wiks changad
toa plantation-hased economy
umdier British mibesship, Even
thowugh the attention of the
administralors was  drawn
towanls forest conservation,
massive  deforestation  took
place at that lime; forest-
covered areas of the Hill
Country, as well a8 other ameas,
wiere cleared and plantation
cropes such as ten, rubbor amd
coffee were Tpiroduced at |:||].';;'
seibe.

Al present, Y
development  plans  are
operated by differcot
governiient mstiutions in the
samie aneid. Several ssues have
arisen a8 (hese institutions
gereerally pay siention mainly
L Fleir avwemn oore pequinements
{i.e. agricullure, ol
development,  infrastrciure,
anel savond, A the same (ime,
many mstitutions concerned
with  development pay
attention only e economic
factors  such 8s  ccolomi
griwth, profits  amd  local
productivity  enlancement.
Agriculiveal  plans,  waler
supplies, village and  urban
planning, as well as moad amd
highway plans are among thoss
CORCETTIS,

Az atteption is not paid
ey Lo damages cossed Lo the
eavironment and conservation
objectives are not coniral in the

present  operting  system,
problers  and  pasues oape
wnavidiidahle, T herefore,

conservation s nnglﬂﬂm‘i'
forests and protected andis
becoming an casualiy of these
short-sighted  management
plans.  While  deveboprsent
plans. are  drawn up and
activated Trom time 1o tme
the natural cavirnment they
operate in is abused 10 achieve
shortderm resalls,

An ecosystem = a place in
which  all  environmental
factors, lifobess or lving, ape
bonded together. So, the need
to plan all activities through a
jomnt mechanizm addnessing
develogmuent and conservation
olgectives (preserving natural
ccosystems) has become the
meedl of the hour, Wastage of
resgiirees could be proevented
by wtilising all resources in-a
masre sustainahle  manner,
Revogmised by many coanires
it present, the maost sgeoessiul
methodolegy for this is the
'Landscape Planning
Mlethmbology,

According 1o Ecosystom
Conservation and Management
Project (ESCAMP), Project
Director Anura Salhurssinghe,
“many  envirenment-friendly
innowations ane included in thie.
] - 20 Fonesiry L-a.t-.‘h'm
Master Plan’ g be imgdermented
i such o background. Within
this eoniext, more allention i
to he paid to peforesting amd
rehiabdlitad ing diegraded foreds,
mature-haged  touwrism o
environmenlal Lourism,
watershed  conservation and
controlling arosiom,
agriculiural  forestry,  urban
forest  plantings, =ocial fones

plantings, mangne
COmservat ion, I LT
wildlile living spaces, foresiry
scfence research,

communications. amd  capaity
building amd mapping lonests
among (e major plans of
fovrost conservation”,

- Inoka Perera Bandara
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