..@l,

AL
f"

e people of the socalled

un:le"w:tnpwl |'Iil:~| !IW"II
mother nature with
boundless  attachment.In

that relationship of co-existence,
niolestrction was caused by then o
the envirenmentKnowingly or
unknowingly, it was in fact, a land
use method that helped protect and
comservie forests,

At tlat tinee  settements wene
common in the Dry  Zone, but
robaively few in the Wei Zone and
the hill country. S0 the forests and
wiler catchment areas  (theee wene
nquite safe.  Even  when  the
stministrtive capitals of the coumiry
Bater mawvid to the Wet Zone, thene
was a vasl area of forest cover

remaining in the mountain areas due
to their importance as adefence
srategy. Forests being primarily the
property of the king: was another
powerful reason that helped profect
them. However, during the Britizh

rule, forests were  cleared  for
culiivation and timber was procimed
for pgovernment  purposes  from
throughout the commiry, Exporting
valualle timber was one of the
wiys of deriving  income
froa e oomiley at el
Lime,

maining forests

[he deforestation of the hitherto
]lll‘ﬁl,l,'ﬂf‘h'!i Wl Fone  Forpals
avcelerted with the expansion of
coffee, tea and rubber plantations in
the hill country. But thenegative
impacts cagsed by thismade the
British authorities 20on realize that
i forestation needs o be controlled.
For this purpose, forest officers wine
appointed under Govermment Agenls
in the 1870k, The Forest Depariment
was eslabdished in 1887 with (he
appoiniment of a Forest Conservator,
am the recommendation of a meporl
on the Forests of Cevbon, Today, the
law applicable 1o the Forest
Drepartmeent is the Forest Omdinance,
which was passed in 1907 and is still
i use Loday,

However, it was nod umitil the 19953
hat a 'Mational Forest Sector Policy’
was adopted, with the  primary
objective of conserving forests for the
Benefit of future generations. That s
the Natiomal Forest Padicy that s in
foroe even Lodday,

Initially. some paris of  the
forestswere in the custody of the
Conservator of Forestswhile ollier
areas wore in the custody of the
Gowernment Agents, Subsequently in

156kE,  with
h e
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apprival of the Legisbative Cooncil,

the eustody of all the forets in the
country  was  placed  under  the
Consepvatar of Foresis,

This policy was changed in 1534,
delegating  forest  management o
bodh Government Agents and the
Conservator of Forests. But problems
did not arise because the w was
cnforeed by both paries 1o ensure
the protection of forests. Then in
1952, the control of frests ess than
e acres (204 ha) in the Dy Lone
and bess than 50 acres (20 ha} in the
resd of the country were placed under
the contrl of Governmend Agents.
while all the remaining forests werne
brought under the contrel of the
Conservator of Forests,

After  5ri Lanka  gained
independence, development projects
such as agrarian colonies and  the
Mahaweli Development Project. -as
wiell as the use of land for agriculiural
[UFPOEeE including  Chena
cultivationfurther  contributed  fo
deforestation. Thersfore, an approach
with a greater focus on oonservalion
objeclives was  imperative  for
protecting the fonsts of our country.
Although  the National  Forest
Plllil_':l' .1|1|'||1r|-|!| i 1995 i sl W
foree,  due  to problems  in
management, foresis  under  the
contrad of the Divisional Secretaries

was  restricted  on the

instrucltions  of the then

President by about 1998,
Accordingly, the

Mingstry of Wildlife Resoarees and
Environien fsseed Circulae  No.
05/98 dated 01071998, placing
forests only less than 200 acres (80
ha)-in the Dy Zone and 3 aores (2
had i the Wet Zorseander the control
ol Divisional Secretaries.
Subsequently, Circular  5/20601
transfernsd the managenvent of all
redaining freds wnder thie contrl
af the Divisional Secretaries 1o the
Depariment of Forest Conservation
for the protection of forests.
Accordingly, the Department  of
Forest  Comservation  has  been
entrusted with the management,
improverent and prodection of the
remaining forests in accordance with
the National Forest Policy. Although
the scientific management of these
forests 18 vested in tle Departisnent of
Forest Conservation, the District
Secretaries xnd Divisional Secrefaries
can exercise the powess vesled in
them under the Onfinance for the
prodection of forests. Furthermore, a
procedure has been
introducedthroagh Circular (272006
issued in 2006 for the rebease of any
fand belonging to them  for any
development work, i necessary,

MNew circular on remaining
forests

In 2020, - Circular 102020 was
tssped rovising the law and replacing
the aforementioned  circulars,
allowing [hstrict Secretaries and
Divistomal Secretaries o use any
remaining  forests which are not
under the Depariment of Forest
Conservatbon. the Miistey of
Wildlife Rewounces and Emvironment
or any odher governmen! institution,
for economic purposes or for any
other fruitful activity.

Through. this: Cincular, 10 bnd
arcas which should not be used for
other purposes have been identified.
Theze  melude  enviroamentally
semsitive areas such as rivers and
streams, 43 well as amas with steep
slopes, water  catchmenl  aneas,
elephant corridors and areas which
are of archasplogical, historical or
cullural importance,

Another 5 specific areas have alse
been identificd as tand areas which
shonsldl mod be selected for any other
activity, These ans

1. Proposed areas for the

conservation of kodiversity and

forest cover svcording to the

environmental policies of Use

governiment,

L .-1|rw1~i wli i|'i| |1|,-1-!| [ 1] h("'
conserved B osder W protect
threatened species of o and
faninz,

3, Areas which have been identified
for fulure development projects
of Thir gowvernmend.

LB Amas

s

Ecosystem Conservation and
Monagernen! Project,

Progect Direcion,

Mo.82, Rojomahwatia Road,

Battaromulla,
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‘ ‘ This policy was changed in 1934,
delegating forest management to
both Government Agents and the
Conservator of Forests. But
problems did not arise because
the law was enforced by both
parties to ensure the protection of
forests. Then in 1952, the control of
forests less than 500 acres (200 ha)
in the Dry Zone and less than 50
acres (20 ha) in the rest of the
country were placed under the
contfrol of Government Agents,
while all the remaining forests
were brought under the control of
the Conservator of Forests.

which should md come under
development [or special particular
TeaEHIE.

S. Proposed ameas for community
participation and social [onestry
progects,

The forest cover of the
country

Avoording too reports, the total
forest cover ab the beginning of the
20th century was close to $0% of the
land. Hiowever, a1 present, the forest
cover has declined o a mere 20.2% of
the eountry, which is aboul 2 million
hectares.,

O thiz Forest area, about 1.335.400
hectares that Inclde 65 protected
foresis, and forest reserves, as well as
one national heritage site, come
under thse contml and management of
the  Deparimeni ol Farest
Conservation, The various Protecied
Arcas wnder the Department of
Wildlife  Congervation  mclude
approsimatedy 1, 156, 440 hectares of
thick forests, bushbind, grasdands
and wetland @reas Illhl"}' 1o by
National Parks, sanctuaries, natural
reserves, stricl natons reserves ancd
elephant corridors, There are other
arcas wiich come under the contmol
o |u|||| ﬂlr;'ad_' |'.h-"|u|‘|_|m'|'|[§. 1.'rl|1|,'h
inchude some remaining fogest ancas
as wedl.

Therefore,
these  land
released
for

it s imperative that
areas  are

odher purposes only after s thorough
investigation bas been camried  oul
according (o the specified criferia.
The Circular also specifies that this
should ned be an obstacke o reserving
the fand areas needed to achieve the
targel of imereasing the foresst cover
o 3% acconding to the policy of {he
COvErTImenL,

The most imporiant  factor o
consider when enacting this Circular
is #0 ensure transparency  and
strengthen the laws, and pul a
definite stop to the comtineous
destruction of foresis being carried
ot through the alaze of power.

- lnoka Perera Bandar
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