Tﬁw ?‘Dﬂd on the tank bund
runs across the village. A
lush paddy field lies next to
the tank while the upstream
area 15 covered with the
green forest. The mountain

bevond is the protected

forest reserve. A river runs

at the end of the paddy land
which is scattered with the
houses of the villagers.

The above scenery is a common sight in mwst of
the dry-zome in Sei Lankse, However, Heese ansas ane
also lome to variows endemic, e oF theentensd
species of plants and animals and are vital for the
long-term nmaimenance of biodiversity. In addition,
the sustained wellbeing of this nafural emviromment
s crucial for peoviding water and oflwr pesouroes
for the livelihoods of the local commiunities, That is
why these areas. thowgh not designated protected
ageas, are of such importance. Sach areas with a
ligh bindiversity and ecosystem services which are
situaded] outsade of protected aneas and are among
luman seitlements and agricultural lands, are
kown a5 Environmentally  Sensitive A
(EsAs).

ESAs xre crucial mot just for the environment b
albso for the people, Conserdng and managing these
ESAs while allowing wise and sustaimable use of
tatural fesounces will ensure that the o
country benefits from ecosystem services, We
lerehy disewss such benefits,

)

Envirol n;tr y

Ecotourism and other tourism activities

There are mamy apportunities for tourism in
most of the identified ESAs. Areas with a high
biodiversity and scenie beauty are particularly
suitible for ecodourisnt Ecotourism enverges as e
hest option among tearism sectors as it i the most
ecofniendly type of tourisat, since it can reduce Hie
impact on the environment while providing direct
benefits to the Jocal commumitios. For instance,
providing guiding and hospitality sepvices creae
hvelibonds and bring in additional income for Tecal
conmnnities,

For instance, the Gange wadiva ESA consists of
diverse scosystents including mangroves; coastil
evimastems and dry zone forest types with a variety
of Flora and fauna. There are abso agricultural Bmids,
el bamds andd 2 teadivional fishing sillagz in the
ared muaking it am idea] destination for cootourison,
It is already enserging as a hobspot for tosriss,

ESAs are also suitable for tourism which imvalves
sty and research on the environment, The Yillu
epmyatems situated in te Wanatawilluwa asep afe
iniporiant  sites for  ecotourism o xs well as
enviranmental stinlies,

Cultura] tourism targeting archasological and
Tastorical sites is aother migor towrst strction.
There are several sites situsted in ESAs that can be
promoted for this form of toarism, Somse sites
contain 25 million vear old Miocene frssils, Fossils
of marine animals of this period bave been
uneartledd ot Arvwakkaha area in Puttalam during
limestone minmg for cement production, making
this sitein the Gangewadiva area a potentiad place
for cultural towrism, Furthermoare, the Maneswakanda
ESA vontains ruins from the Anursdhapura periol.
There are also several other cubiural heritage sites
in the Kala Ova-Awukana ESA, including the
Avuking archseolegical site a5 owell a5 the
Rabiwewn tank, Kala Ova and Yoda Ela which are
wellknown listorical iemgtinn muoeaunients,

Liveliwend based tourism sctivities are also
hecoming popular now anwng tourisas. The fishing
village of Ganmewscliva and the WewelEele village
where cane products sire made are spch stretions.
There are many sites in the ESAs dhat conbil cater
ter agro-tourism which §s hased on the village, the
sk amal the paddy Ll

Eco friendly products

ESAs supply a wvariety of natural resources.
Croting ecodriendly products using row materials
exiracted from the natwal environment is croecial in
the conservaton of ESAs, The economic benefits it
prwides the local compunity prompt them o
conzerve the site,

Villagers of tlse WewelEele area manufacture
cape products for their livelihood, The raw
materials for their coltage industry ane obitainad
from the Wewel-Kele, Hee cane forest. The villagers
themsebves took the initiafive to conserve the ans
a5 an ESA after they realised the importance of it
They can now obbain raw materzals in asustainable
manmer while protecting the plants and animals
living im the forest.

Meamwlile inmovative  products  are  heing
developad by villagers wsing Winer Hyacinth
planes, known as Japan Fabara, which is an
invasive species that chogs water bodies. Farmers
in Hobarowadta vse these plants (o nake
compost while the peaple of Swasthigane amd

Miriswatte use the dried meds to make

Temphicraft s,

The ESA project las also enriched the
ervaromment by wsing plants that are of
ecanomic benefit for the community. For
instance, eight theusand arecamut trees
were wsed to demarcate the boundary of
the Yoda Elas reserve in the Kala Oya
Awaubana ESA, ereating a living fence [oe

the canal reserve, while providing an

addifional inconee for the commuanity in
the future from the arecanut,

Disaster risk reduction

The medwction of the rsk of natural
disasters  is  another  important
eoosystem service from the ESAs,
These disaster risks include stoms,
droughis sl Mosds The frequency
andl imtensity  of these  extpeme
conditions have increased recently
with climate change, Hepee the
comservationod these ESAs is vitalfor
climage resiticnee,

Storms and the powerful waves
created by the winds could danape the
coastal environment, incloding man-
made structures, The natural vegetation

it exists in the coastal zome is cresdal
to profect the coast from this damage.
Mangroves and other coastal vegotation
il et a5 a basrier in this situation, a fact
provd by scientific resesarch, Areas such
ag Gangewadiva, with a rich mangrowe
cultivation, can play a crucial role in this:
Waiter scarcity and drought are anwng e
mest comumsen disasters in the dey zone of Sn
Lanka: The réstoration of the anciént
“Ellangawa™ cascade itank  system i
Hobamwatta in Galnews, which had been
abandared for a beng tinwe, has found a solution
to tiis sibeation. About 65 village families who
faced immense hardships as they were able to

J

cultivate crops only during a single cropping season
a year from rainwater, are now  farming both
crapping seasons using tank water, Not only is the
comemity reaping economtc benefits, but new the
areq leas an improved drooghit resilience tos,

Wotkands redsce the rsk of foods by storing
rainwater dhiring the rainy season. This can prevent
flaods i the downstrean are, The Wewel-Kobe
ESA s a wetland ecosy=tem that keeps excess water
stored for some e, reducing the theeat of
ﬂ-uulil‘l;{.

Other ecosystem services

Woekamds like the Villus proside sy otlwer
benefits that are known as ecosysten services. (ne
swih benefit is the retention of groundwater Jevels
in Ehwe area, The removal of e neterials from the
water is another important ecosystem service
providid by the wetlands. Furthes, tise ESAs act
as the cotchment area of the waterways in that
region and are vital for maintaining the soil quality.

Blodiversity

There are numerous examples to show that the
coipservation of ESAs can ensure the saleguanding
of bivadiversity, ecosystems, habitats, and various
forms of life, ie. plants and animals tlat are
endemic, rare and threatened .

Gangewmiliva is situated in the area where the
Ealax Oha reaches the Puttalam Lagoon, There are
several nafural ecosystems in the area inchuding
mangroves, salt  marshes, oudilats,  coastal
ponsystems amd types of dry zone forests. In
adddition. there are savesal man-madie environnents
sl as tanks, chena aml paddy lands, Gangewadiya
which s an area with a high mangrove diversity aml
4 healthy populsaon of some of the tireaened
mangrove species, provides o enie for 14 of the 22
true mnangroves foand in S0 Lanki

Vil ecosystems are natural ecosystems that are
seasonally fed by rainwater. These are the home of
sovernl plants and animal species and provide many
water-related ecosystem services, There are five
such  willu  ecosvstems  fdentified  in  the
Wanathavilluwa [N division  amd  wnder
ConIFnAEemaen| wamely, Deematavilluwa,
Perivanagmill, Eumtiva Mortaivill, Sihanagavillo
anel Trnawilla. The Kala ChaeAwukona ESA s a
unigue ecosystem with rich biodiversity in the
rivering forest situsted along tee banks of the nver.
The piverine forest is a type of frest that is e in
Sri Lanka,

Villagios situated along the bordess of protected
areas are important for biodiversity, for the long
terme survival of the plants aod snimals, and to keep
the emironmental balance. Wild animals may
damage agricultural lands and lsme gardens when
thiey' de pot have sufficient areas fog teeir food amd
water needs. Toque monkeys, porcupines, wild
boars ad eleplians are amomg the animals e
eause significant damage to croplands and home
gardens. However, if these ESAs dre protected, the
invasion of wild animals could be reduced, there by
easing the human-animal conflict.

Future of Environmentally Sensitive
Areas

A pilot project was lwnched o 2015 by the
Ministry of Enwvironment and the United Nations
Development Progranumne to protect ESAs from the
threats they are faced with. The objective of the
“Enhancing  Biodiversity Conservation &
Sustenanee  of  Beosystem  Sepvices i
Emvironmentally Sensitive Areas Project” was to
establish an effective system of emvironmental
conservation sd management in these areas, The
project was imgplensented in the Kala Oya basin in
the Anuradhapmira and Puttalam districis,

A programne has been developed to conserve
and manage the ESAs identified during this progect.
The government has taken steps to upseale the EsA
cancept ti the mational Bevel aml prepare a policy
franee and national plan for the conservation aml
management of such areas based on the experience
ol the pilot project,

A fact to remember is that the importance of
these ESAs ks not mited to the eavironment or for
biodiversity. The conservation of these E5As are
essentil for the Bveliboods and welbeing of the
comnmumity, as well as fopsustainable developmient,
Furthermore, biodiversity is a heritage of our
comtry i we shoull b prowd to be hvang lene.
We all have the respansibility o protect these
ecensystems, W pead o come together o & nation
to fullil our robe in conzerving these ESAs
Otherwise the impact will not be limited to the
commmmities living m these areas onky, but will
affect the entire country,

“For further information regarding
Environmentally Sensitive Areas,
please scan this QR code”
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