
ASELA KURULUWANSA

Kandy Municipal Council 
(KMC) authorities are reluctant to 
conduct an impartial investigation 
over the alleged scam on the price 
of tickets for seats reserved at the 
Queens Corridor during the Esala 
Perahera season, Municipal Coun-
cil employees said.

DHARMA SRI ABEYRATNE 

Examination Commissioner 
L.M.D. Dharmasena said that 
the 80 percent school attendance 
requirement to sit the Advanced 
Level Examination 2022, will not 
be considered.

SHAVINI MADHARA

Director of the Special Investi-
gation Unit (SIU) Superintendent 
D. S. Wickremesinghe informed the 
Colombo Fort Magistrate’s Court 
yesterday that mobile phone analysis 
reports have revealed that Senior 
DIG Deshabandu Tennakoon had 
informed the Colombo Fort Police 
OIC to hand over the money found 
at the President’s House to the Min-
ister of Public Security.

ASELA KURULUWANSA

Vehicle Park drivers complained to 
the Kandy Municipal Commissioner 
yesterday (12) regarding an incident 
where a mob entered the vehicle 
park of the Central Market belonging 
to the Council and extorted money 
from the drivers.   

CAMELIA NATHANIEL and 
AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

Leader of the House Min-
ister Susil Premajayantha 
told Parliament yesterday 
(12) that the Government 
is focusing on providing 
relief to groups that deserve 

relief in paying their electricity 
bills.

He said this in response to a 
question raised by Opposition 
Leader Sajith Premadasa.

The Opposition Leader said 
people are finding it hard to 
bear the electricity bill hike 

and added that low-income 
families, industrialists and the 
tourism sector were badly 
affected by the tariff hike. 
Hence, he urged the Govern-
ment to reconsider this tariff 
hike and provide some relief to 
the low-income groups.

The Leader of the House 
said that it has been decided 
to hold a debate on the elec-
tricity bill increase  on the 
29th and in addition, meas-
ures are also being taken to 
include the revised budget in 
the agenda.

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA 

As per the statistics of the Epidemiology 
Unit a total of 38,034 suspected dengue 
cases were reported to the Epidemiology 
Unit from all over the island from January 
2022 to up to now. 

INDIA: In July, a single judge of the Madras 
High Court ordered that Thalaivetti Muniyap-
pan temple in Salem district in Tamil Nadu 
be removed from the control of the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowment Depart-
ment and given to the state’s archaeological 
department.

An archaeological survey of the shrine 

ordered by the court in 2017 had concluded 
that an idol in the temple considered to be that 
of the Hindu god Thalaivetti Muniappan was 
actually a figure of the Buddha. 

Maintaining that “the mistaken identity 
cannot be allowed to continue”, the court 
ordered that the “original status” of the idol 
be restored.

DHARMA SRI ABEYRATNE 

The Ceylon Petroleum 
Corporation (CPC) said 
that there will not be 
fuel shortage in coming 
weeks as allegations lev-
elled by certain politically 
motivated unions were said through the 
media.

The fuel ship called Newtol Ray, which 
contains 35,000 MT of petrol 

ASELA KURULUWANSA

The Media Division of the 
Temple of Tooth Relic said that 
the final Randoli Maha Pera-

hera of the Kandy Esala Perahera 
has been watched by millions in 
120 countries around the world 
online.

CAMELIA NATHANIEL AND AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) MP Dr. Harsha de Silva 
requested the House to agree to a short-term All-Party Govern-
ment (APG) in order to find solutions to the serious economic 
crisis suffered by the country.

INDIA: Prime Minister Narendra Modi owns assets 
worth Rs 2.23 crore, mostly as bank deposits and sav-
ings, but holds no immovable assets now as he donated 
his share of a piece of land in Gandhinagar, according to 
a declaration from the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

“Immovable property Survey No. 401/A was jointly held 
with three other joint owners and each having an equal 
share of 25 per cent 

DILSHAN THARAKA

The Supreme Court (SC) yester-
day granted Leave to Proceed with 
three Fundamental Rights petitions 
filed seeking a declaration that the 

imposition of Emergency Regula-
tions by the President under the 
Public Security Act violates the 
Fundamental Rights of the people 
of Sri Lanka.

CAMELIA 
NATHANIEL 
AND AMALI 

MALLAWAARACHCHI

The Opposition 
Leader Sajith Pre-
madasa requested the Govern-
ment to give an adequate travel 
allowance to Grama Niladhari 
(GN) officials considering the ris-
ing fuel prices.

DILSHAN THARAKA 

A Writ Application was yester-
day filed in the Court of Appeal by 
Scottish national Kayleigh Fraser 
who is on a tourist visa to Sri 

Lanka is seeking an order to inval-
idate the decision taken by the 
Department of Immigration and 
Emigration to deport her from the 
country.

SHAVINI MADHARA

Rev. Fr. Jeewantha Peiris who surrendered to the Colom-
bo Fort Magistrate’s Court yesterday was released on bail 
by Colombo Fort Magistrate Thilina Gamage.

When the matter was taken up before Court, the Colom-
bo Central Crimes Investigation Division 

CAMELIA NATHANIEL and AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

Considering the Government’s approach towards an all-
party administration, forming such would only be but a 
dream, National People’s Power Leader Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake said in Parliament yesterday (12).

SANATH GAMAGE, 
Ambalantota group corr

Deputy Director of Ambalantota 
Rice Research Institute Harshini 

Siriwardena said that the Institute 
has taken steps to release the A T 
378 Sudu Kekulu new rice variety 
to the farmers.    

ASPI REACHES 9,000+ LEVELS 
WITH RS.6 BN+ TURNOVER

The Colombo Bourse con-
tinued its upward momentum 
reaching back to 9,000+ levels 
amidst recording Rs.6 bn+ turn-
over due to local and foreign 
investor interest on heavyweight 

stocks with the positive senti-
ments surrounding. Thus, All 
- Share Price Index increased by 
321.3 points (+3.7%) to close at 
9,027.5 for the day whilst S&P 
SL20 Index gained 

MADRAS HC RULES THAT A 
TEMPLE WAS A BUDDHIST SITE

DISCUSSIONS ARE IN PROGRESS TO 

PROVIDE CONCESSIONS 
ON ELECTRICITY BILLS TO 

LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

Over 38,034 dengue 
cases since January 2022

CPC says no fuel shortage 
in coming weeks, another 

fuel ship arrives

CALL FOR IMPARTIAL 
INVESTIGATION INTO 

ALLEGED TICKET 
PRICE SCAM

80% SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE NOT 

COMPULSORY FOR A/L 
STUDENTS THIS YEAR 

OIC TOLD TO HAND OVER 
MONEY TO PUBLIC 

SECURITY MINISTER
- SIU Director

SENIOR DIG INFORMED 
MAGISTRATE MONEY FOUND 
AT THE PRESIDENT’S HOUSE

VEHICLE PARK DRIVERS 
COMPLAIN OF 

EXTORTION RACKET

FINAL RANDOLI MAHA PERAHERA 
WATCHED IN 120 COUNTRIES

Dr. Harsha calls for short-term 
APG to overcome economic crisis

PM Modi donates land, owns no vehicle

New rice variety released to farmers

Imposition of Emergency Regulations: SC 
grants Leave to Proceed with three FR petitions

Provide adequate 
travel allowance to 
GN officials - Sajith

SHAVINI MADHARA  

Colombo Fort Magistrate Thilina 
Gamage yesterday (12) rejected a 

request made by the former Ambas-
sador of Sri Lanka to Russia Uday-
anga Weeratunga.  

Magistrate rejects Udayanga’s request  

Forming all-party administration 
only a dream - Anura Kumara

Foreigner seeks order to invalidate 
decision to deport her

SHAVINI MADHARA  

Colombo Fort Magistrate Thilina 
Gamage yesterday (12) ordered to 
remand Aragalaya activist Dhanish 
Ali and three others until August 26.   
The suspects were recently arrested 

for forcibly entering the President’s 
House and causing damage to its 
property.  The Colombo Fort Police 
requested to place the suspects in 
remand custody until investigations 
are concluded.  

Dhanish Ali remanded till Aug. 26  

Fr. Jeewantha Peiris granted bail

SUBHASHINI SENANAYAKE AND 
SHAVINI MADHARA  

Police intervened yesterday to 
remove the people staying in the Galle 
Face protest area and the tents that have 
not been removed so far.  

Remaining Galle Face 
protesters removed  

DHARMA SRI ABEYRATNE  

The closing date for accepting applications for the 
recruitment of new students for National Colleges of 
Education (NCE) has been extended to August 19 by 
the Education Department.  

Closing date for NCE 
applications extended  

Health Services Director General Dr. Asela 
Gunawardena yesterday confirmed that nine 
COVID-19 related deaths were reported on Thurs-
day while the number of COVID-19 positive cases 
for yesterday was 162.

Nine COVID-19 
deaths on Thursday

NUWAN GUNASEKERA, 
Suriyawewa Group Correspondent

Nihal Wedaarachchi, brother of 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB)
Parliamentarian Dilip Wedaarach-
chi who was remanded till today 
was released on bail after being 
produced before the Tangalle Mag-
istrate yesterday.
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GAYAN KUMARA WEERASINGHE  
Police sources yesterday said that 

the necessary steps have been taken 
to bring underworld leader Nadun 
Chinthaka alias Harak Kata to the 
country soon.  

Necessary steps 
to extradite Harak 

Kata to country  

TO PAGE 06

Wedaarachchi 
released on bail

HANDING OVER OF PERAHERA 
SANDESHAYA TO PRESIDENT

The traditional ceremony to inform the Head of State on the successful comple-
tion of the historic Kandy Esala Perahera Festival took place at the President’s 
House in Kandy in the presence of President Ranil Wickremesinghe yesterday 
evening. Picture shows Diyawadana Nilame Pradeep Nilanga Dela handing over 
the Perahera Sandeshaya (Sannasa) to the President informing him of the suc-
cessful completion of the perahera festival. 

President Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe yesterday said that 
despite facing a huge economic 
crisis, he will definitely get the 
country out of the crisis with 
the blessings of the Sacred 
Tooth Relic and the Gods. 

The President also said that 
everyone should move forward 
with new hopes for a new econ-
omy that will ensure a better  
life for all.

WITH THE BLESSINGS 
OF THE SACRED TOOTH 
RELIC AND THE GODS

“I WILL GET 
COUNTRY OUT 

OF PRESENT 
CRISIS” 
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Raising a question under Standing Orders 
27/2, the Opposition Leader said, “Grama 
Niladhari officials have pointed out that due 
to the rapidly rising fuel prices, the travel 
allowance given to the village officers in their 
field work is not sufficient at all. Does the 
government accept that the allowance is not 
enough in the current situation? If so, will 
there be an adequate allowance for that in the 
future?”

The Opposition Leader also requested the 
government to take swift measures to resolve 
the long standing problems suffered by the 
Grama Niladhari service.

“Grama Niladhari is the closest village level 
government official to the public, and on two 
occasions I worked to draw the government’s 
attention to the problems faced by them and 
their demands. One of their main demands 
was to establish a separate service constitu-
tion. In reply to that, the minister in charge 

at that time said that the Cabinet had 
approved a service constitution, and that it 
had been drafted and submitted to the Salary 
Commission for further work. However the 
process has no progress since then. I am 
kindly requesting the government to pay spe-
cial attention to this matter and provide 
immediate solutions.” Premadasa said.

“What is the current progress in drafting a 
new service constitution for the post of vil-
lage officer? What are the reasons for spend-
ing so much time on this? How much more 
time will it take? Does the government 
accept that the officers who work in the office 
and in the field have been placed in an incom-
patible salary category in the establishment 
of the fixed salary according to the 06/2006 
salary revision? So, what is the government’s 
position regarding the establishment of the 
right salary category in future?” Premadasa 
questioned.

is no more owned by the self as the same 
has been donated,” the declaration on PMO 
website read.

Modi held a residential plot with three 
other ones, each having an equal share, pur-
chased by him in October 2002 when he was 
the chief minister of Gujarat.

According to the declaration till March 31, 
2022, the Prime Minister had Rs 35,250 cash 
in hand, Rs. 9,05,105 in National Savings 
Certificate with the post office and Rs 
1,89,305 in life insurance policies.

PM Modi’s movable assets rose by Rs 
26.13 lakh from Rs 1,97,68,885 at the end of 
March 2021 to Rs 2,23,82,504 at the end of 

March 2022. He has no investment in any 
bonds, shares of mutual funds and does not 
own any vehicle. In jewellery, PM Modi has 
four gold rings valued at Rs 1.73 lakh, as per 
PMO declaration.

Of all 29 Cabinet Ministers, Dharmendra 
Pradhan, Jyotiraditya Scindia, R K Singh, 
Hardeep Singh Puri, Parshottam Rupala and 
G Kishan Reddy have declared their own 
assets as well as their dependents’ for the last 
fiscal.

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, who was a Cabinet 
minister in the last fiscal and demitted office 
in July, has also declared his assets.

- THE TRIBUNE

According to the sources of the Lady 
Ridgeway Hospital for Children in Colom-
bo, the number of children who are cur-
rently receiving treatment for dengue 
virus has also increased. 

Dengue has a seasonal transmission in 
Sri Lanka, with two peaks occurring with 
the monsoon rains in June-July and Octo-

ber-December respectively. The majority 
of cases occur during June-July, the sum-
mer monsoon. 

At present almost all districts in the 
country are reporting cases. Colombo, 
Gampaha and Kalutara districts in the 
western province have recorded the high-
est case rate. 

The Health Ministry requests the public 
to obtain the second booster dose soon in 
order to protect themselves from the virus.

Chief Epidemiologist Dr. Samitha Ginige 
on Thursday said that no incident of aller-
gic reaction or deaths have been reported 
from those who received a second booster 
so far.

It said that permitting the Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowment Department to treat 
the idol as a Hindu god would go against the 
tenets of Buddhism.

The court also asked the archaeological 
department to put up a board inside the proper-
ty saying that the statue is that of the Buddha. 
While the temple would still be open to every-
one, the court asked that “no poojas or other 
ceremonies” be allowed to be performed at the 
figure of the Buddha.

The case had been brought before the Madras 
High Court in 2011 by P Ranganathan, the 
Salem district organiser of the Buddhist Society 
of India. The elements of the statue in the 
Thalaivetti Muniyappan temple, such as its ear 
lobes and posture, indicated it was Buddha’s 
statue. He claimed that the “statue had been 
converted into a Hindu deity, suppressing its 
real identity”. The land records of the village 
showed that temple land had earlier belonged to 
a Buddha trust, he said.-reddit.com

by 143.1 points (+4.9%) to close at 3,072.0. 
Lanka IOC, Hayleys, Richard Pieris, Mel-
starcorp and LOLC Holdings remained as the 
top positive contributors to the ASPI during 
the day. Further, the broader market’s total 
turnover stood at Rs. 6,399.9 mn against the 
12-month average daily turnover of Rs. 
4,491.3 mn, whilst the volume traded for the 
day was 209,918.1k

against the 12-month average daily volume 
of 215,618.5k. Transportation and Capital 
Goods mostly contributed to yesterday’s turn-
over.

The top turnover generators for yesterday 
were Lanka IOC Rs.1,433.2 mn (+19.2%), 
Expolanka Holdings Rs. 760.4 mn (+3.9%), 
Melstacorp Rs.517.9 mn (+10.3%), John 
Keells Holdings Rs. 358.0 mn (+3.7%) and 
Hayleys Rs.348.6 mn (+11.1%). Foreigners 
recorded a net outflow of Rs. 155.1 mn yes-
terday. Foreign purchases stood at Rs. 414.9 
mn whilst total foreign sales amounted to 
Rs.570.1 mn. Top foreign buying counters 
MELS LKR. 12.7 mn, ASIY LKR. 12.0 mn, 
EXPO LKR. 6.1 mn, HBS LKR. 5.1 mn, CIC 
LKR. 4.8 mn and LWL LKR. 3.3 mn whilst 
top foreign selling counters were JKH LKR.

66.7 mn, DIAL LKR. 23.5 mn, SPEN LKR. 
8.4 mn, HHL LKR. 8.2 mn, BPPL LKR. 4.4 
mn and ASCO LKR. 2.6 mn. Further, off- 
board transactions were witnessed in John 
Keells Holdings (Rs.280.1 mn), Melstacorp 
(Rs.27.0 mn) and Kahawatte Plantations 
(Rs.22.0 mn) yesterday.

Additionally, Balangoda Plantations, 
Lankem Developments, Hapugastenne Planta-
tions, Industrial Asphalts and Udapussellawa 
Plantations were the top price gainers yester-
day whilst Nation Lanka Finance, Myland 
Developments, Radiant Gems, Colombo Fort 
Land and Marawila Resorts were the top 
price losers. Further, Browns Investments, 
LOLC Finance, Asia Siyaka, Softlogic Capital 
and Lanka IOC were amongst the most 
actively traded stocks yesterday.

Meanwhile, Dankotuwa Porcelain reported 
a net profit of Rs.293 mn (+482% YoY), Sam-
path bank reported a net profit of Rs.2.5 bn 
(+4.1% YoY), Access Engineering (+36.7% 
YoY) and Vallibel Finance reported a net prof-
it of Rs.462.8 mn (-18.7% YoY) for the June 
ending quarter. Further, Distilleries 
announced a first interim dividend of Rs.0.50 
for FY23.

He said that discussions are in progress 
to provide concessions on electricity bills to 
low-income groups in the Interim Budget, 
to be presented at the end of this month.

He added that since the proposal will be 
discussed on August 30, 31st, September 1 
and 2, a decision will be made regarding the 
groups that should receive relief. “I think at 

that discussion, measures would be taken to 
see how best relief measures could be 
devised in order to provide relief to these 
low income groups,”  Premajayantha said.

Dr. Harsha de Silva stressed that honesty 
is vital when it comes to forming such a 
Government.

He pointed out that the House needs to 
form a solid team that could win the confi-
dence of the national and international 
platforms.

Dr. Harsha de Silva made these observa-
tions joining the third day of the debate on 
President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s Policy 
Statement.

“Some may say I am saying this to get a 
ministerial position. That is not so. My 
intention is to get the Government and the 
Opposition to agree to a common goal. 
What we need is an All-Party Government 
which will work towards resolving the cur-
rent crisis. An All-Party Government or a 
programme is vital,” Dr. de Silva noted. “I 
was in charge of a committee of the oppo-
sition MPs to prepare a program to revive 
the economy. It is the first time the opposi-

tion has come out with such a program to 
revive the economy.” he said.

“I propose to set up an economic revival 
office in Parliament by amending standing 
orders and those in Opposition should be 
given a role in it. 

Therefore, the role of the Opposition in 
a multi-party arrangement should not be 
just holding positions in Parliament Com-
mittees,” Dr. de Silva added.

“We warned so many times at the begin-
ning of the Gotabaya Rajapaksa Govern-
ment. I said this plan is wrong. Nobody 
can deny it. Some people requested me not 
to use the word IMF for political reasons,” 
Dr. de Silva noted.  

“A Government that has no confidence 
cannot implement major economic 
reforms. I hope this information is wrong, 
but I have got to know that the Govern-
ment is considering continuing with the 
Emergency Regulations during the period 

where the major economic reforms are car-
ried out. This means, if people are not 
ready to accept the reforms, are you going 
to implement them by force using the 
Emergency Regulations? Do you think that 
you can implement economic reforms by 
forcing or terrorizing people?,” Dr. de Silva 
questioned.  

“There needs to be a plan to make Sri 
Lanka a centre which brings Indo/pacific 
regions together. Even President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe stressed the need for such 
a programme and for a social market econ-
omy. Leader of Opposition Sajith Premada-
sa agreed for such a programme when he 
was a minister during the Yahapalana Gov-
ernment. Yet we could not implement it, as 
those in the Government today would not 
allow it when they were in the Opposition. 
I agree with what President Wickremesing-
he said in his recent policy statement in 
Parliament.” 

However, the Supreme Court also ruled 
that an Interim Order preventing the imple-
mentation of those regulations will not be 
issued at this time.

The Attorney General was directed to 
inform the Court in two weeks before the 
next hearing about the matters contained in 
the relevant emergency legal regulations and 
the regulations to be revised.

Objections to the petitions were directed to 
be filed within six weeks and counter objec-
tions were directed to be filed within two 
weeks thereafter. The petitions were taken up 
before the Supreme Court Bench comprising 
Justices Vijith Malalgoda, Achala Wengappuli, 
Mahinda Samayawardhena.

Deputy Solicitor General Rajeev Gunathila-
ka appearing for the respondents made 
lengthy submission over the petition.

Attorney-at-Law Gihan Gunathilaka, Attor-
neys Pulasthi Hewamanna and Suren Fernan-
do appearing for the petitioners also made 
their submissions before the Court.

After considering the submissions made by 
all parties, the Supreme Court bench led by 
Justice Vijith Malalgoda granted leave to pro-
ceed with the petitions. The petition will be 
taken up again on October 28.

Three Fundamental Rights petitions were 
filed in the Supreme Court seeking a declara-
tion that the fundamental rights of the people 
of this country are being violated by the impo-
sition of emergency regulations by the Presi-
dent under the Public Security Ordinance.

This petition seeks an order quashing the 
two gazette notifications issued imposing the 
emergency regulations and an interim order 
restraining them from acting on the said 
Emergency Regulations bearing 2022/01.

The petition was filed by the Sri Lanka 
Human Rights Commission former Commis-
sioner Ambiga Satkunanathan, Liberal Youth 
Movement Conveners, Attorney-at-Law Nami-
ni Panditha and Rusiru Egoda and the Alter-
native Policy Center and its executive director 
Pakyasothy Saravanauththu.

The Petitions have cited the Attorney Gen-
eral on behalf of the President, the Attorney 
General, Secretary to the President Gamini 
Senarath, Secretary to the President Saman 
Ekanayake and Defense Ministry Secretary 
Kamal Gunaratne as the respondents.

The petitions say that the President had 
acted on July 17 to impose emergency regula-
tions under the Public Security Ordinance. It 
shows that gazette notices 2288/07 and 

2289/07 have been issued announcing those 
regulations.

The petition seeks a ruling that the imposi-
tion of the regulations violates a number of 
fundamental rights, including the right to 
equal protection of the law, the right not to be 
subjected to cruel torture, the right to free-
dom of assembly and the right to freedom of 
expression. The petitioners point out that the 
imposition of those regulations is an unneces-
sary transfer of power to the armed forces 
and the police and undermines the power of 
the Parliament and the judiciary.

the closest example was the attack on 
unarmed protestors on July 22 and the hijack-
ing of journalists’ communication equipment 
and the deletion of data.

Therefore, the petitions have sought from 
Court to declare that the imposition of these 
regulations violates the fundamental rights 
guaranteed by provisions 10, 11, 12(1), 12(4), 
13(1), 13(2), 13(3), 13(4), 13(5) and 14(1) 
of the Constitution. The petitioners seek an 
order suspending the operation of the said 
regulations. Also, the petitions have requested 
that an order be issued preventing the Presi-
dent or the authorized officers from imposing 
further emergency laws and regulations.

A potential yield of 180 bushels per acre 
can be obtained through this new variety of 
rice which can be harvested in three and a 
half months. She also mentioned that the 
weight of a bushel of paddy is almost 21 kil-
ograms. After a trial period of 13 years, this 
new rice variety has been cultivated by farm-
ers in the Hambantota, Polonnaruwa, Anu-
radhapura, Matara, Galle, Ratnapura Dis-
tricts and is suitable for cultivation in any 
region of the country. 

As this type of paddy plant is strong and 
does not fall during natural calamities. 
Cooked rice is very tasty and rice-based 
products can also be prepared from this vari-
ety of rice.

When the case was called before the 
Colombo Fort Magistrate Thilina Gamage, 
SP Wickremesinghe further mentioned that 
the Fort OIC also kept a note regarding the 
said instructions given by SDIG Deshaban-
du Thennakoon. He further pointed out that 
SDIG Deshbandu Tennakoon denied that he 
had given such advice to the Fort OIC.

The Magistrate had earlier ordered the 
Telecommunication Regulatory Commission 
of Sri Lanka and a service provider to hand 
over recordings of a phone call by Senior 
Deputy Inspector General of Police of the 
Western Province Deshabandu Tennakoon 
allegedly claiming that the money found at 
the President’s House will be handed over to 
the Minister of Public Security.

The OIC of the Fort Police Station hand-
ed over the Rs.17.8 million found by the 
protesters inside the President’s House on 
July 09, to the Colombo Fort Magistrate’s 
Court on the July 29 following a Court 
order.

Division Director Krishantha Hissella 
said that this year’s Perahara broadcasts 
were carried out in the Sinhala,  English, 
Tamil, Hindi, Japanese, Chinese, French, 
German, Thai and Korean languages. 

FERNANDO - BRENDA - Belived wife of 
late Moses Fernando,  loving mother of Anne 
(Ex - BOC & Ex - US Embassy),  Bernadine 
(New Zealand),  Nirmala (Canada),  Marie 
(Australia) & Shantha (Pan Asia Bank),  
mother-in-law of Chryshantha Mendis 
(Bahrain),  Kolitha Amarasekara (Australia),  
and Shyamali (Attorney-at-Law - Asiri 
Hospital Group),  adored grandmother of 
Ranmal (New Zealand),  Rushani,  Baghya 
(Canada) and Bhuwaneka (Canada),  great 
grandmother of Lanaya and Jaydn. Remains 
lie at A.F. Raymond’s Funeral Parlour,  
Borella. Burial on Saturday 13th August 
at 4.00 p.m. at the General Cemetery (R.C. 
Section) Borella. 046900

MOHAN - WITANACHI (Former 
Accounts Officer - TCI Pvt. Ltd.,  Nawala). 
Dearly beloved husband of Nilanthi,  
loving father of Demion Maddrik,  brother 
of Viyanthi and brother-in-law of Srilal,  
Piyum,  Upul,  Sewwandi and Daphnie 
passed away on 10th August 2022. Cortege 
leaves A.F. Raymond’s Funeral Parlour 
at 3.30 p.m. on Saturday 13th August for 
Burial at General Cemetery Kanatte. 046905

PERERA - NOELINE THERESE - Loving 
wife of the late Dr B.S. Perera (Bertie),  
precious mother of Sunil (Australia),  Ranjan 
(U.K.),  Srini and Nilanthi (Australia) 
and late Lalith,  mother-in-law of Chitra 
(Australia),  Anya (U.K.),  Dudley Waas 
and Asoka Daswatte (Australia),  much 
loved grandmother of Nishan and Nalinka,  
Rushika,  Sharnel and Suren,  Anushka,  
Marissa and Dominic,  great-grandmother of 
Aiyanna and Nevaan,  Arjuna and Druvik,  
loving sister of (late Dr L.H. Fernando,  Dr 
Neville Fernando,  Doreen,  Celine,  Clarice,  
Marie,  Maurice,  Leonie and Anton),  Norma 
Cross and Dr Rita De Silva,  sister-in-law 
of Jeswyn Gunawardene and Dr Mervyn 
De Silva,  P.S: Due to Covid restrictions 
a private funeral was held. A Memorial 
Service will be held later when her children 
from overseas can travel to Sri Lanka. 046151

BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA (BOI)

The Chairman Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka invites sealed Bids from 
eligible and qualified Bidders for following Bids.

Bid No. Description

CIDA
Registration

Required
IRRIGATION

AND 
DRAIANGE 

CANALS

Estimated 
Cost 

without 
VAT (Rs. 

Mn.)

Con-
struction 

Period
Bid Validity

Bid 
Security 
Amount 
(Rs.) and 
Validity

Pre Bid 
Meeting

BOI/NWRO/
PWEPZ/2022/
10.09.005 & 
006

Construction of 
Gabion Walls to 
protect eroded river 
bank at rear side of 
Lot No. 1 C and Lot 
No. 4 at Polgahawela 
Export Processing 
Zone

Grade
C7 and C6

8.2 90 Days Bids shall be 
valid up to 
06.12.2022

150,000.00 
valid up to 
03.01.2023

Date : 
30.08.2022
Time : 10.00 hrs
Venue : BOI 
Admin Office 
at Polgahawela 
Export 
Processing Zone

BOI/NWRO/
PWEPZ/2022/
09.09.008

Construction of 
Gabion Wall to protect 
eroded river bank area 
in rear side of Lot No. 
06 at Mawathagama 
Export Processing 
Zone

Grade
C8 and C7

4.1 60 days Bids shall be 
valid up to 
06.12.2022

75,000.00 
valid up to 
03.01.2023

Date : 
30.08.2022
Time : 14.00 hrs
Venue : BOI 
Admin Office at 
Mawathagama 
Export 
Processing Zone

1. Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure.

2. To be eligible for contract award, the successful Bidder shall not have been blacklisted.

3.  Qualification requirements to qualify for contract award include :
  Experience as a Main Contractor for at least one work of a similar nature and complexity equivalent to the proposed 

works over the period of last 5 years.

4.  Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the Director (NWRO), Board of Investment of Sri Lanka, North 
Western Regional Office, MAS Fabric Park, Kurunegala Road, Thulhiriya through Tele No. 037-2277035, Fax No. 037-
2277036 and inspect the Bidding Documents from the same address between 09.00 hrs and 15.00 hrs. during weekdays.

5.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased by interested Bidders on submission of a 
written application to Director (NWRO), North Western Regional Office, MAS Fabric Park, Kurunegala Road, Thulhiriya 
from 15.08.2022 until 05.09.2022 between 09.00 hrs and 15.00 hrs upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 
2,500.00 + VAT. The method of payment will be by cash.

6.  Sealed Bids shall be delivered in duplicate to reach "The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee, Board of 
Investment of Sri Lanka, C/o Director (NWRO), North Western Regional Office, MAS Fabric Park, Kurunegala Road, 
Thulhiriya" on or before 06.09.2022 at 14.00 hrs. Late Bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened soon after closing in 
the presence of the Bidders' representatives who choose to attend.

Chairman
BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
CONSTRUCTION OF GABION WALLS AT POLGAHAWELA EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE AND 

MAWATHAGAMA EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE
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National organisations hail PM 
for following nation-first policy   

A meeting between national 
organisations and Prime Minister 
Dinesh Gunawardena was held at 
the Prime Minister's Office on 
August 10, 2022.   

Ven. Medagoda Abhayatissa 
Thera, Dr. Gunadasa Amarasekara, 
Wasantha Bandara, lawyer Kaly-
ananda Thiranagama, Prof. R.B. 
Herath, Engineer Keerthi Wickra-
maratne, Specialist Dr. Harris Pathi-
rage, lawyer Madumali Alwis, Pri-
mal Fernando, Yasas Dharmadasa, 
Senaratne de Silva and several other 
scholars representing national 
organisations participated at this 
event.   

Dr. Gunadasa Amarasekara point-
ed out that, "Together with Dinesh 
Gunawardena then MP, we brought 
the real struggles to life in the past. 
Today, there are struggles that meet 
the needs of foreign interests and 
they are done for money. They can-
not be called struggles. Reactionar-
ies who try to destabilize the coun-
try in economic, social, religious 
and cultural perspectives are work-
ing rapidly in different ways. In such 
a situation, on behalf of all the 
national organisations, we thank you 

for your commitment to the country 
by accepting this important posi-
tion. 

We believe that you will be able to 
turn the country in the right direc-
tion based on the mission you have 
carried forward on behalf of the 
nation for four decades. Meanwhile, 

the combination of the President 
and you becomes a great strength 
for the country."   

Taking part in the event, Ven. 
Medagoda Abhayatissa Thera said, 
"It is very important for the country 
that you have been appointed as the 
Prime Minister since you have com-

mitted yourself to protect the 
national identity of the country even 
in and outside of  Parliament. Our 
organisations have presented a pro-
gramme for the All-Party Govern-
ment that will be implemented in 
the future. We hope that you will 
study it and take it forward. Reac-
tionaries are engaged in a grand 
operation of discrediting progressive 
characters who voice the needs of 
the country."   

Expressing his thoughts Kaly-
ananda Thiranagama commented; 
"We reversed some unimaginable 
laws that were harmful to the coun-
try. You were also with us that day 
providing a giant strength. No one 
thought that we would win the case 
against the Foreign Exchange Act. 
But we did it that day. We have 
regained that confidence today. Let’s 
work with the right decision togeth-
er".   

Meanwhile, Dr. Wasantha 
Bandara pointed out that “You to be 
in the office as the Prime Minister 
is a great strength and a beacon 
light for national organisations. You 
are the only person who can save us 
if we go into bad situations on this 

journey. If public trust is directed in 
the right direction, the struggles 
will disappear. If they head towards 
the right path within that pro-
gramme, we will contribute."   

“You are the only leader who con-
sistently followed a nation-first poli-
cy,” Prof. R. B. Herath said and 
assured, “we would support you to 
implement that policy forward in 
the correct path”.   

Attorney-at-Law Madumali Alwis 
called for immediate change in the 
elections system, which she 
described as corrupt. 

“We are aware of your commit-
ment to the principle of electoral 
reforms. I urge you to use 
your current exalted posi-
tion as a weapon for that 
purpose. 

The belief in the country 
as well as your belief is that 
a system of elections that is 
accountable to the people 
should be introduced. Fur-
thermore, we call on you to 
introduce a new income tax 
formula suitable to our 
country. Our appeal to you 
is to lessen the Cost of Liv-

ing burden faced by the people,” she 
said.   

Engineer Keerthi Wickramaratne, 
Yasas Dharmadasa and Primal Fer-
nando also spoke on this occasion.   

The Patriotic National Movement, 
National Scholars Monks Associa-
tion, 56’ Children Organisation, 
Union of National Organisations, 
Global Sri Lankan Forum, Profes-
sional Engineers Association, Vijaya-
grahi National Organisation, Bud-
dhist- Christian Brotherhood, Patri-
otism Scholars Association and the 
Patriotic National Front were among 
the organisations that participated 
in the event.   

Cabinet nod to grant 180 day tourist visas under ETA
In view of rebuilding and pro-

moting the tourism industry, the 
Cabinet has approved to grant 
tourist visas up to 180 days to 
tourists who obtain Electronic 
Travel Authorization (ETA) for 
the purpose of visiting Sri Lanka, 
a statement issued by the office 
of the Minister of Tourism and 
Lands said.   

Furthermore, tourists who 
obtain single entry visas are now 
being permitted to stay up to 
270 days in Sri Lanka, which 
period will be valid for only a 
single entry. Tourists who visit 
the country after obtaining visas 
under multiple entry categories 
for 90 days will now be issued 

visas valid for one year at once, 
as the Cabinet of Ministers have 
approved such a proposal as well.   

Upon discussing the Cabinet 
proposal presented by the Minis-
ter of Tourism on the suitability of 
issuing visas at once for a longer 
period, the President and Minister 
of Defence presented a Cabinet 
Paper to the same effect, which 
was approved by the Cabinet.   

While making efforts to revive 
the tourism industry by provid-
ing facilities to tourists, world 
famous cricketer and former Sri 
Lanka cricket captain Sanath 
Jayasuriya has been appointed as 
the Brand Ambassador for Sri 
Lanka Tourism for the South 

Asian region, in view of present-
ing the programme to attract 
tourists from around the world. 
Jayasuriya has been a flag bearer 
of the country’s reputation for 
many years and because of his 
worldwide fan following and rec-
ognition.   

The Minister of Tourism has 
appointed an Advisory Commit-
tee in view of the progress of the 
tourism industry, and the special-
ty is that the said Advisory Com-
mittee is composed of veterans 
of various fields. It must be men-
tioned with deep respect that 
their service is immeasurable, 
especially at this point of time.   

It is indeed a pleasure to have 

obtained support to the present 
Advisory Committee from veter-
ans representing various fields. 
Although this committee has 22 
representatives, official authority 
vests with 11 members, while 
the rest of them take part in an 
observatory capacity. The com-
mittee intends to work on many 
subjects that impact the field of 
tourism, including drafting new 
legislation governing the tourism 
industry. Some veterans from the 
industry have opined on the 
appointment of this Advisory 
Committee, and we regret their 
unawareness on the basis of 
appointing such an Advisory 
Committee.   

PNS Taimur docks at 
Colombo Port   

Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) Taimur arrived at the Port of Colombo on a 
formal visit last morning (August 12. The visiting ship was welcomed by 
the Sri Lanka Navy in compliance with Naval traditions.   

The 134m-long ship is commanded by Captain M Yasir Tahir and it is 
manned by 169 as the ship’s complement.   

The Commanding Officer of PNS Taimur is scheduled to call on Com-
mander Western Naval Area at the Western Naval Command Headquar-
ters today. The ship is expected to remain in the island until August 15 
and the crew will take part in several programmes organised by the Sri 
Lanka Navy to promote cooperation and goodwill between the two 
Navies. Further, PNS Taimur is expected to conduct a naval exercise with 
the Sri Lanka Navy in western seas on its departure on August 15.   

Meanwhile, PNS Tughril, an identical warship belonging to the Paki-
stan Navy, arrived in Sri Lanka on an official visit on December 13, 2021 
and conducted a successful naval exercise with SLNS Sindurala off the 
western coast on December 16. Naval exercises of this nature with 
regional navies will enable each partner to overcome common maritime 
challenges in the future, through enhanced cooperation.

Anuradhapura maize 
farmers encouraged 
to grow more   
NIMAL WIJESINGHE, 
Anuradhapura Additional 
District Group Corr.

Agriculture Minister 
Mahinda Amaraweera has 
guaranteed maize farmers in 
Anuradhapura that the Gov-
ernment would buy the 
maize harvest of Rajarata 
farmers at Rs.160 or more.   

He said all agro-chemical 
necessities including Urea 
fertilizer would be provided 
in adequate stocks for boost-
ing the maize cultivation 
without delay. 

This was revealed at a 
meeting held via zoom tech-
nology at which Anurad-
hapura Government Agent 
Janaka Jayasundara, Agricul-
ture Secretary Rohana Push-
pakumara, Provincial Agri-
culture Deputy Director 
Gayani Rathnayake, Inter 
Provincial Deputy Agricul-
ture Director Mala Ramyala-
tha, Assistant Fertilizer 
Director Bandula Kumara 
and Agricultural and Agrari-
an Development Executive 
Officials participated.   

Anuradhapura Govern-
ment Agent Janaka 
Jayasundara said that if the 
prevailing fertilizer weedi-
cides and fuel problems are 

solved, Anuradhapura maize 
farmers would be able to 
produce at least 40,000 met-
ric tons maize duting the 
2022/23 Maha Season.   

Maize cultivation in the 
Anuradhapura District dur-
ing the 2000/21 Yala season 
was 43,000 metric tons. 
During the 2021 Yala season 
the maize harvest saw a 
drastic drop due to the ban 
on chemical fertilizer and 
farmers abandoning maize 
cultivation.   

The most important fac-
tor in gaining an unprece-
dented yield is the availabili-
ty of agricultural prerequi-
sites, mainly seeds, Urea, 
weedicides in time and in 
adequate supplies and above 
all, guaranteeing a reasona-
ble high price for maize in 
view of the prevailing eco-
nomic crisis.   

A farmer organisation rep-
resentative said that due to 
acute scarcity of fertilizer 
and poor marketing faculties 
etc. thousands of maize 
farmers have totally given 
up maize cultivation and 
urged the Government to 
stimulate such groups under 
a maize cultivation promo-
tion drive. 

Dr. Gunadasa Amarasekara who represents national organisations being greeted 
by Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena.

In order to strengthen the 
patient treatment services in Sri 
Lanka, as requested by the Minis-
try of Health, the Lions of India 
Service Trust donated a stock of 
essential medicines at the Medi-
cal Supply Division of the Minis-
try of Health on Wednesday.   

The value of this drug stock is 
around Rs.25 million and many 
types of drugs including Omepra-
zole & Domperidone Capsules lp, 
Amoxycillin & Potassium Clavu-
lanate Tablets lp, Bisacodyl Gas-
tro – Resistant Tablets lp, Ceftri-
axone Injection lp are included in 
this donation.   

On a request made by Deputy 
Director General (Planning) S.
Sreedharan with the coordination 
of A.P. Singh, who is the third 

vice-president of the Internation-
al Lions Club, said it was possible 
to get this stock of medicines to 
Sri Lanka in a very short period 
of time.   

The representatives of the 
International Lions Club who 
attended the event stated that 
they will continue to make such 
donations to strengthen the 

patient treatment services in Sri 
Lanka.   Health Secretary Janaka 
Sri Chandragupta expressed his 
gratitude to the International 
Lions Club for the donation and 
instructed the Medical Supply 
Department to distribute these 
medicines to islandwide hospitals 
without delay.   

Secretary of the Ministry of 
Health Janaka Sri Chandragupta, 
Director General of Health Ser-
vices Dr. Asela Gunawardena, 
Deputy Director General (Plan-
ning) S. Sreedharan, Deputy 
Director General of Medical Sup-
ply Division D.R.K. Herath, Inter-
national Lions Club 2007-2008 
President of Sri Lanka Mahendra 
Amarasuriya, former Multi Board 
President Jeyarajan were present. 

The Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS) Taimur which arrived at the Port of Colombo 
on a formal visit yesterday was welcomed by the Sri Lanka Navy in compli-
ance with Naval traditions.

Lions of India Service Trust donate 
essential medicines
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Keep your own house and its surroundings pure 
and clean. This hygiene will keep you healthy and 

benefit your worldly life. - Sri Sathya Sai Baba

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

A double blow 

S a t u r d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2

Seventeen years 
ago, on a day like 
yesterday (August 
12), a suspected 

LTTE terrorist snuffed 
out the life of Sri Lanka's 
best known and globally 
admired Foreign Minister, 
Lakshman Kadirgamar, at 
his residence in Colombo.   

A lawyer, scholar, States-
man, gentleman and patriot, 
Kadirgamar spearheaded 
the mission of cleaning the 
tarnished image of Sri Lanka 
by exposing the image of the 
LTTE which had been cham-
pioning its cause in the West 
as ‘freedom fighters'.   

Between the 1983 anti-
Tamil pogrom and the brutal 
crushing of a Southern 
insurgency, Sri Lanka ranked 
among the worst human 
rights violators of the world. 
Kadirgamar's strategy was 
not merely attempting to 
change the perceptions 
about the island through 
propaganda but to change 
realities on the ground. He 
led the campaign to ban the 
LTTE from several coun-
tries across the world by 
convincing them that by iso-
lating terrorist activities in 
one country can lead it to 
become a global menace. He 
put a stop to many of the 
LTTE fund-raising activi-
ties. Amid war he focused 
on human rights and human-
itarian law training for the 
military. He spoke about 
post-war peace with remark-
able foresight and was aware 
that winning the peace of 
the minority communities 
would be a challenge.   

Kadirgamar had a clear 
and steady mission for his 
country when he accepted 
the invitation to become 
Foreign Minister under for-
mer President Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga 
in 1994 at the age of 62. His dream was 
to build a multi-religious and multi-
ethnic Sri Lanka where all communi-
ties could live in harmony.   

A strong advocate of a proactive 
human rights policy, he refused to be 
defensive on human rights issues. 
While being strongly anti-LTTE, he 
supported with equal vigour the vision 
behind the Fundamental Rights Chap-
ter of our Constitution that the Gov-
ernment’s job is not merely to defend 
its human rights record, but to defend 
human rights. The policy premise of 
the Foreign Office under him was that 
fighting terrorism and fighting for 
human rights are a binary task.   

Soft-spoken yet fearless, this skilled 
orator managed to put the interfering 
international community in its place on 
several occasions. He was responsible 
for packing off two heads of UNDP 
who tried to interfere in the affairs of 
Sri Lanka at the time. This earned him 
recognition from Heads of States over-
seas. He did not mince his words but 
called a spade a spade. When Kadirga-
mar spoke, the international commu-
nity listened.   

Having had many achievements to 
his credit, his was in every sense of the 
word a multifaceted career. An illustri-
ous past pupil of Trinity College and 
the alumnus of the University of Perad-

eniya and Sri 
Lanka Law Col-
lege, Kadirgamar 
attributed much of 
his success to his 
M o t h e r l a n d . 
Before taking up a 
political career, 
Kadirgamar had 
practised as a dis-
tinguished lawyer 
both in Sri Lanka 
(then Ceylon) and 
the UK, served as a 
Consultant at the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) in 
Geneva, and as 
Director of Asia 
and the Pacific at 
the World Intellec-
tual Property 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(WIPO). In 1988 
upon his return to 
Sri Lanka, he resumed his legal career 
and was appointed President's Counsel 
in 1991. The tremendous experience he 
gathered while serving these interna-
tional organisations would have 
undoubtedly helped him perform his 
ministerial post well. He was also the 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, 

South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) from 1998 to 
2001 and the Chairman of the Indian 
Ocean Rim Association for Regional 
Cooperation (IOR-ARC) from 2003 to 
2005. He was also a member of the Pol-
icy Advisory Commission of the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation.   

The late Minister did much to 
establish the Foreign Office as a 
strong and professional institu-
tion. He recruited promising 
young talent and encouraged 
research and in-house training. He 
had a distinctive ability to seek, 
select and engage experienced 
seniors as well as talented juniors 
in developing and crafting con-
cepts, projects, and policy pos-
tures on a wide range of difficult 
issues. His attempts to establish a 
Professional Diplomatic Corps 
paid off as youth were encouraged 
to hone their talents and serve the 
sector with their skills rather than 
through political patronage. His 
tenure of office saw one of the larg-
est contingents of career diplo-
mats serving as Sri Lanka’s envoys.   

A SLFS officer must today be 
fluent in the two national lan-
guages - Sinhala and Tamil - while 
being competent in English and at 
least one other international lan-
guage. Each SLFS officer must 
obtain at least a master’s degree in 
international relations or a related 
subject before he or she completes 
10 years in the service. A modern 
day career diplomat must be able 
to negotiate, communicate and be 
equipped with inter-personal skills 
in addition to the basic require-
ments.   

Lakshman Kadirgamar may be 
no longer among us but his pres-
ence, personality and policies 
permeate through periods, and 
remain relevant in Foreign Policy 
discourse in Sri Lanka, in South 
Asia and beyond. He will be 
remembered for his honesty, 
courage and his larger than life 
personality. He will be remem-
bered and honoured as a man 
who sacrificed his life for peace. 
The determined and democratic 
struggle he waged against the 
LTTE may have cost him his life, 
but his unparalleled contribution 
to safeguarding the unity, sover-
eignty and the territorial integri-
ty of the country has certainly 

gone down in the annals of Sri 
Lankan history.   

While COVID-19 has reared its head again after a 
lengthy hiatus, with daily cases topping over 200 
and 50 deaths reported during the past 11 days, 

the dengue epidemic too is now speedily spreading 
throughout the country, which will aggravate the health 
risk for the public.  

According to our front page story quoting National Den-
gue Control Unit Chief Consultant Dr. Sudath 
Samaraweera, more than 2,700 cases of dengue had 
been detected throughout the country during this month 
bringing to nearly 50,000 the overall figure of dengue 
patients so far this year.  

The Western Province (WP) with the largest population in 
the country is the worst affected with health officials 
declaring that as much as 50 per cent of the cases are 
from the WP.  

The Government Medical Officers’ Association (GMOA) 
has forwarded a five-point plan to contain the epidemic 
amongst which is strengthening the mechanism to iden-
tify dengue red spots at regional and Grama Niladhari 
levels and for conducting dengue prevention pro-
grammes involving the public. It has also proposed to 
strengthen dengue-related laws and regulations.  

Certainly the obsession with COVID-19 had made the 
public and the medical fraternity to overlook or ignore 
the dengue threat. Now we have both the pandemic and 
the dengue epidemic wreaking havoc in tandem. Yes, 
one can even get the two ailments at the same time.  

The danger here is that dengue could be deadlier than 
COVID in terms of the lives claimed during a short span 
in comparison to the pandemic. It must be said that the 
new health infrastructure and the staff mobility put in 
place to combat COVID-19 is very much intact and is 
capable of successfully facing the latest health threat 
too.  

But it is the public who have a larger role to play in ensur-
ing the prevention and spread of dengue and towards 
this end, all precautions should be taken. Primary to 
this will be ensuring cleanliness in the environment and 
pollution prevention. However, it is doubtful whether 
these factors are uppermost in the minds of a much 
harried public engrossed in the battle for survival, 
weighed down by a multitude of economic woes.  

Hence, the relevant authorities should take the lead in 
this connection and galvanize all forces into action in 
identifying dengue breeding spots. With the halt in con-
struction activity due to the economic crisis there are a 
large number of incomplete buildings and concrete 
structures that serve as havens for the dengue mos-
quito, harbouring billions of mosquito larvae.  

All such structures should be located and fumigated. 
Buildings belonging to Pradeshiya Sabhas and Local 
Government (LG) authorities are the worst culprits in 
this respect judging by the run-down state of most of 
their structures. Perhaps the paralysis of the LG institu-
tions due to postponement of elections may have con-
tributed to this. Hence, it is the duty of the District 
Secretary or Municipal Commissioners overseeing the 
functions of these LG bodies to act swiftly.  

A thorough inspection should also be done of all ‘hotels’ 
and eateries in Colombo, some of which are in horren-
dously unkempt states standing in the midst of broken 
drains and overflowing gullies. A health check should 
also be conducted on workers of these eateries. Most 
of the workers are seen bare bodied and sweating pro-
fusely, which is a health risk to customers. Some time 
ago, the Colombo Municipal Council (CMC) undertook 
a project to carry out such checks. What became of this 
project is not known.  

Colombo Mayor Rosy Senanayake who came in for 
much praise for her handling of COVID within Colombo 
should similarly enact precautions to face the dengue 
threat, to which the City is extremely vulnerable. This is 
because of its population density (there is a floating 
population in Colombo of one million people during the 
day) and the profusion of buildings and structures, most 
of which are in varying states of neglect – not to men-
tion the large number of abandoned and unoccupied 
homes.  

Special attention should be paid to schools which too are 
for the most part underused these days due to intermit-
tent school sessions as a result of the fuel crisis. All 
polluted canals and waterways in the City should also 
be cleaned together with slum dwellings and “Wattas” 
(tenements).  

The dengue threat should be treated with the serious-
ness it deserves, for its consequences could be more 
dire than those of COVID. It has already taken a heavy 
toll of lives, with children being the most vulnerable. 
Special attention should be given to ensure the preven-
tion of the epidemic and/or the control of its spread. 
This is more so due to the acute shortage of medicines 
– even life saving ones - and hence allowing dengue to 
get out of hand now could prove to be fatal.  

Perhaps the Public Health Inspectors' (PHI) Association 
headed by the energetic Upul Rohana who was a famil-
iar face on television during the bad days of COVID 
should take the lead in this respect in ensuring a pollu-
tion free environment while promoting hygienic and 
healthy habits among the public as he and his team of 
PHIs strove to do during the height of the pandemic.  

Lakshman Kadirgamar’s Death Anniversary

A PATRIOT WHO SACRIFICED 
HIS LIFE FOR PEACE

The late Foreign Minister 
Lakshman Kadirgamar

Kadirgamar had a clear and 
steady mission for his country 

when he accepted the 
invitation to become Foreign 

Minister under former President 
Chandrika Bandaranaike 

Kumaratunga in 1994 at the 
age of 62. His dream was to build a 
multi-religious and multi-ethnic Sri 

Lanka where all communities could 
live in harmony. He will be 

remembered and honoured as a man 
who sacrificed his life for peace. The 
determined and democratic struggle 
he waged against the LTTE may have 
cost him his life, but his unparalleled 
contribution to safeguarding 

the unity, sovereignty and the 
territorial integrity of the 

country has certainly gone 
down in the annals of Sri 

Lankan history.     

RUWINI JAYAWARDANA
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Thanks to this 
technology, the 

lengthy fuel queues 
have eased, the 

black market for fuel 
has dwindled, and 

thuggery, other 
irregularities and 

altercations at 
pumping stations 

have subsided. For a 
country, which has 
already seen the 
deaths of about a 
score of people in 

fuel queues, this is a 
relief. Many people 
were heard saying it 

should have been 
introduced much 

earlier.    

Under the fuel rationing system in 
place, amidst a very limited fuel supply 
across the country in the face of the cur-
rent Foreign Exchange scarcity, a weekly 
quota has been assured for all users with 
the help of the QR Code.   

Thanks to this technology, the lengthy 
fuel queues have eased, the black market 
for fuel has dwindled, and thuggery, other 
irregularities and altercations at pumping 
stations have subsided. For a country, 
which has already seen the deaths of 
about a score of people in fuel queues, 
this is a relief. Many people were heard 
saying it should have been introduced 
much earlier.   

The success of the QR Code-based 
National Fuel Pass speaks that the Sri 
Lankan people, in general, are tech liter-
ate enough to use this system for many 
other purposes as well. As the QR Code 
has become a practical and effective way 
of managing the fuel crisis, the same 
technology can be applied in an innova-
tive way to deal with many other 
problems or to make everyday tasks 
more convenient for the people. 
What has been lacking is not the 
capacity, but the initiative coupled 
with the will.   

Evolution   
QR is an acronym for “Quick 

Response”, and as the words them-
selves reflect, the QR Code allows 
the user to access encoded informa-
tion instantly when scanned. 
Though it is a square-shaped grid that 
looks simple, it can store a lot of data, but 
only a digital device can read them. Most 
of the smartphones, which are in use 
today, are able to read them as they have 
built-in QR scanners. If not, applications 
(Apps) to read them are readily available 
on the ‘Apple App Store’ and ‘Google 
Play’.  

Opening the camera or the QR scan-
ning application on the smartphone and 
pointing it at the QR Code will direct one 
to the information stored in it within a 
few seconds. The three black squares in 
the bottom left, top left, and top right 
corners of the QR Code, which are called 
‘Finder pattern’, help the digital device to 
identify the code.   

QR Codes are considered the next gen-
eration of Barcodes. Unlike standard bar-
codes, which can only be read from top to 
bottom (one-dimensional), QR Codes are 
read from top to bottom as well as from 
right to left (two-dimensional), enabling 
them to store more data. A QR Code can 
hold 7,000 characters compared to 20 
with the one-dimensional barcode.   

Another wonder of the QR Code is that 
it can be read even if it is skewed or at an 
angle or even damaged. This has been 

possible with the help of two 
distinctive features 

called ‘Alignment pat-
tern’, another smaller 
square or squares 
within the Code, and 
‘Timing pattern’, an 
L-shaped line that 

runs between the three squares in the 
finder pattern.   

The rest of the QR Code communicates 
the actual information encoded in it, such 
as a website address (a Uniform Resource 
Locator- URL), a phone number, or a 
message. The blank area on all sides of 
the QR Code allows readers to optically 
place where the QR Code begins and 
ends.  

The QR Code is another proud inven-
tion by the Japanese. Its birth can be 
traced back to 1994, when a development 
team led by Engineer Masahiro Hara of 
the automotive company ‘Denso Wave’, a 
Toyota subsidiary, created an improved 
version of barcode that could easily track 
automobiles and automobile parts during 
manufacturing. Although ‘Denso Wave’ 
would retain the patent rights to the QR 
Code, it declared that it would not exer-
cise them, thus making it publicly availa-
ble for anybody to make and use QR 
Codes.   

Hara, who is dubbed the ‘father of the 
QR Code’, may not have imagined then 
that his invention would redefine the 
digital world and people would soon be 
scanning QR Codes even on the streets. 
QR Codes gathered momentum in the 
world from around 2010 and today they 
are in common place usage.  

National efforts   
QR Codes have been in use for several 

years in Sri Lanka as well, but only in 
limited ways as only a handful of people 

understood and used that system 
until recently.   

In 2020, the Government used 
QR Codes during the COVID-19 
outbreak for contact tracing of the 

infected. QR check-ins to all 
workplaces and retail busi-
nesses were encouraged 
through the “Stay Safe” pro-
gramme launched by the Infor-
mation and Communication 
Technology Agency (ICTA) of 
Sri Lanka, but at the same time 
a guest registry was also main-
tained at those venues for those 

who were not familiar with the 
QR Code scanning. Other countries 

such as Australia, New Zealand, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, China and Russia also used 

QR check-ins during the pandemic 
to trace Coronavirus exposure and 
thereby slow its spread.  

When it comes to the National 
Fuel Pass, everybody has to comply 
with the QR Code requirement as no 
other option has been made availa-
ble, but that was the very reason 
which made it a success. The Fuel 
Pass took the national awareness of 
QR Codes to a whole new level.   

“The whole system should be 
under the QR Code, if it is to be a 

success, because that is the only way we 
can identify the vehicle number or the 
equipment, to which the fuel is given, and 
the owner, and thereby prevent people 
exploiting or excusing the system, which 
is the biggest challenge we had,” ICTA 
Chairman Jayantha De Silva told the 
Daily News.   

De Silva, who first floated the idea of a 
QR-based system for rationing fuel when 
he also served as the Technology Ministry 
Secretary, said it was adopted following a 
discussion with all stakeholders.   

“It is an easy system which can be used 
by shed owners and the public alike with-
out any cost, whereas other technical 
solutions are expensive. The Government 
did not spend any money to develop the 
system. Though some were reluctant and 
sceptical at the beginning, I was confident 
that this would work well. When you are 
going for a national programme, chal-
lenges are many. We go ahead step by 
step,” he commented.   

Responding to a question on the per-
sonal data it collects, the Chairman 
assured that all conditions in the Personal 
Data Protection Act, which was passed 
into law in March this year, have been 
adhered to during the entire process. “We 
are collecting only very simple informa-
tion such as name, Identity Card number, 
vehicle number, chassis number and 
mobile phone number etc. In today’s con-
text, such information is available every-
where,” he replied.   

Cashless                  
payments  

Now that the public understanding on 
QR Codes has improved, it may be an 
opportune time to promote other uses of 
QR Codes, which will come in handy for 
the people in their day-to-day work and 
businesses.   

In October 2020 and again in Novem-
ber last year, the Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka (CBSL) began a nationwide rollout 
of the ‘LANKAQR’ digital payments solu-
tion that enables consumers to make pay-
ments to merchants and service providers 
directly from their bank account by scan-
ning a QR Code with their mobile phone.   

It allows consumers to pay from a pay-
ments app provided by any LANKAQR-

certified bank or financial institution. A 
total of 24 payments apps provided by 21 
financial institutions in Sri Lanka have 
been certified for the above purpose as at 
the end of last year.   

Customers are not charged for using 
LANKAQR-based payments, but mer-
chants have to pay a nominal fee to the 
relevant bank. The aim of the project is to 
push for a cashless economy in Sri Lanka. 
However, in a context where even the use 
of Automated Teller Machine (ATM) 
Cards for payments is not up to a satisfac-
tory level in Sri Lanka and some people 
still use ATM Cards only to draw cash 
from the nearest machine, promotion of 
the QR Code-based payment system has 
been challenging. Also, many taxi drivers 
prefer cash payments as against pay-
ments by cards or QR Codes.   

Even though the initial uptake of the 
idea has been slow in the country, QR 
Codes are increasingly being adopted for 
business purposes. QR Codes are fre-
quently used to track information about 
products in a supply chain, and marketing 
and advertising as they are faster than 
entering information manually.   

“Barcodes have been in use for a long 
time now in many places in Sri Lanka, 
but QR Codes are a better system. It can 
be used for a variety of purpos-
es because the QR Code can be 
configured according to one’s 
requirements. Most of the com-
panies go for very sophisticated 
methods, such as Radio Fre-
quency Identification (RFID), 
which are expensive. The QR 
Code is a very simple and 
almost costless system. The 
people have now understood its 

value. It will definitely pick up steam in 
Sri Lanka in the future,” the ICTA Chair-
man noted.   

Other uses   
However, QR Codes are not without 

certain security risks. Sometimes, the 
users can be directed on malicious URLs 
to extract data from a mobile phone or a 
phishing website to steal personal or 
financial information. To avoid these, 
mobile users have to be wary only to scan 
QR Codes coming from a trusted source.   

The newspaper industry is using QR 
Codes lately to provide the readers with 
additional information such as video clips 
and new features such as that of listening 
to the articles via a voice assistant. When 
it comes to advertising in newspapers 
and magazines, the QR Code can attract 
more readers if used in an innovative way. 
For example, if it is a car that is being 
advertised, the QR Code can provide a 
short video of the car or its three-dimen-
sional images, including the interior, so 
that the people can get the feel of it.   

Though not much used in Sri Lanka, 
QR Codes can be used in education to 
direct children through useful web-links 
for them to learn more about what is 
being taught, or allow them to easily copy 
or download relevant tutorials.   

In addition, QR Codes are frequently 
used to authenticate online accounts and 
verify login details and to access Wi-Fi by 
storing encryption details. Nowadays, 
QR Codes in restaurants take the custom-
ers directly to the menu, allowing them to 
instantly order without having to wait for 
a waiter to come to the table. QR Codes 
are often found in entertainment and 
gaming experiences. There are new uses 
for the QR Code such as determining 
objects’ positions within ‘Augmented 
Reality’.   

These are only a few ways QR Codes 
are being used in various domains. In 
some countries, QR Codes have gained 
high popularity to the extent of represent-
ing the dead on gravestones. The people 
visiting the graveyard can read online 
tributes of the dead, or more information 
about that deceased person’s life and 
career by scanning the QR Code in a 
headstone.   

(Information in official or trusted web-
sites in the Internet has been used in the 
article to support its content)

T
he little black dots and white spaces, jumbled in a square grid, have become a treasure 
for every vehicle owner since last week, as they are the only hope for fuel when the tank 
runs dry. The “QR Code” has become a new household word in Sri Lanka, as pumping fuel 
at any shed is no longer possible without it.  

Japanese Engineer Masahiro Hara, 
inventor of the QR Code

Obtaining the weekly fuel quota for the QR Code-based National Fuel Pass LANKAQR payment method at the expressways

The structure of a QR Code

A standard barcode

'Stay Safe' QR check-ins at a private 
bank during the COVID-19 pandemic

BENEFITS OF COST FREE



DN page 6 S A T U R D A Y ,  A U G U S T  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2PARLIAMENT / NEWS 

CAMELIA NATHANIEL and 
AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI   

The last day of the three-day debate on the 
Government’s Policy Statement was held 
yesterday (12) where the House empha-

sized the need for an All-Party Government 
(APG). The blame game continued as the ruling 
party MPs accused the Opposition of not support-
ing an All-Party Government while the Opposition 
criticised the Government’s failure to pronounce a 
time frame for the proposed Interim Government. 
SJB MP Dr. Harsha de Silva’s speech stood out 
from the rest as he commended the President’s 
Policy Statement while criticizing all political par-
ties for not making genuine effort to form a short-
term Interim Government.   

Chief Government Whip Prasanna Ranatunga 
joining the debate pointed out that Sri Lanka 
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) is ready to form an 
All-Party Government even if it still holds the 2/3 
majority in Parliament. Ranatunga observed that 
the SLPP’s commitment symbolizes its readiness 
to bow down to the public opinion.   

“The JVP in 2014 called those who supported 
Rajapaksa Government ‘Bayiyo’. They called ‘Toy-
iyo’ to the ones who support the UNP/SJB Govern-
ment. Now they are saying the “Toyiyo and Bayi-
yo” are going to form a ‘Toyi-Bayi Government’. 
So if we are ‘Toyiyos’ and ‘Bayiyos’, who are the 
ones that support the JVP? I would like to call 
them ‘Gopayiyo’. ‘Gopayiyo’ is not a bad word. It 
means a creature that sucks the blood of humans,” 
Minister Ranatunga quipped.   

JVP Leader Anura Dissanayake joining the 
debate emphasized that an election is in order. If 
we are to form an Interim Government, all parties 
should be given fair representation in it, Dissanay-
ake observed. Commenting on Minister Ranatun-
ga’s speech Dissanayake said it sounded as if the 
“Devils are chanting Pirith.” Dissanayake ques-
tioned how the President promises a corrupt-free 
country while his Chief Government Whip has 
been found guilty by the High Court and imposed 
a Rs. 25 MN fine.   

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna MP Rohitha 
Abeygunawardena joining the debate questioned 
the Opposition Leader Sajith Premadasa as to why 
he did not accept the PM position when the then 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa offered. “Why did 
you fail to put the toffee into your mouth? Had you 
put the toffee into your mouth, you would have 
been the President by now. Isn’t it a toffee? It is a 
case of ‘Asayi-Bayayi’. (You like something, but 
you are afraid to have it). The reality is that he 
wants to take up the post but is afraid to take on 
the responsibility. So what happened at the end? 
Ranil Wickremesinghe took up the challenge. As 
the SLPP we said we are fine with it. Politically, 
the decision had a serious negative impact on us. 
However, we agreed to it considering the impor-
tance,” Abeygunawardena pointed out.   

Samagi Jana Balawegaya MP Hesha Vithanage 
in reply to MP Abeygunawardena pointed out that 
the Prime Minister post indeed was handled as if 
a ‘toffee’. “Did people voted Sajith Premadasa to 
eat toffees? Did people voted Sajith Premadasa to 
eat Rajapaksa’s toffees? No. People voted Prema-
dasa to be responsible on their behalf. If the Oppo-
sition Leader did some gimmick and got hold of 
the Prime Minister post, what would have hap-
pened to the people’s mandate? Where is parlia-
mentary democracy? This is why people reject all 
the 225 MPs.” MP Vithanage pointed out.   

Meanwhile a group of members of the Tamil 
National Alliance protested yesterday (12) in the 
morning of Parliament by displaying placards 
demanding justice for the families of those who 
disappeared in the north during the war.   

Meanwhile, the House approved the extension 
of the resolution under the Essential Public Ser-
vice Act without debate yesterday (12).   

The proposal was presented by Chief Govern-
ment Whip Susil Premajayantha, which was 
approved by the House unanimously.   

The House is to sit on August 29, Monday to 
debate on the government’s decision to increase 
the electricity charges. The proceedings will com-
mence at 9.30 am.   

House emphasizes on 
need for forming 

All-Party Government

LAHIRU FERNANDO

The Colombo Central Divisional 
Crimes Investigation Unit is seeking the 
public assistance to identify 40 individu-
als who had forcibly entered the Presi-
dent’s House and damaged public prop-
erties  during the mass anti-government 
protest on July 9.

Police released the following images 
of those wanted to the media yester-
day.

The Public are requested to contact 
the mobile numbers 071–859 15 59, 
071–80 85 585, 011–2 39 13 58 or the 
Police Hotline 1997 to provide informa-
tion.

Public assistance sought 
to identify these people
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A group of Councillors have decided to 
make a request to the Mayor and the Munic-
ipal Commissioner to conduct an immediate 
investigation in this regard.

It is alleged that the tickets printed for 
the said purpose do not have a price men-
tioned on it and this allows various individu-
als to sell them for Perahera viewers at dif-
ferent prices enabling them to earn a huge 
profit.

However, Municipal Commissioner Ishan 
Wijayatilake said that this year the tickets 

were directly sold by the KMC itself due to 
the absence of lessees to lease out the 
Queens Corridor.

“As the MC is unable to go to doorsteps 
to sell the tickets, they were sold through 
tourist guides and hotels allowing them to 
keep a Commission,” he said. That is the 
reason for not mentioning the price on the 
ticket, he further said. However, the Munici-
pal Councillors urged the KMC to conduct 
an investigation and reveal the truth behind 
this incident, calling it a scam.

Joining day three of the debate on 
President Ranil Wickremesinghe’s Poli-
cy Statement, Dissanayake noted that if 
the government is ready to come up 
with positive suggestions, the NPP is 
still ready to consider joining an all-
party government.

Dissanayake pointed out that the 
Government only wants other parties 
to join an All-Party Government but 
not to form one and be active partici-
pants.

“People seem to believe that the lack 
of a proper economic plan is the major 
reason behind the crisis we are suffer-
ing. Yes, to some extent it seems the 
case. Lack of a long term economic 
plan does have an impact. However, 
the basis of this crisis is the political 
culture. If we want to get out of this 
crisis, we need to change the political 
culture. Without that change, there is 
no way out from the crisis we are in. 
This political culture is filled with cor-

ruption, fraud, waste and power hun-
ger. No one from the outside can solve 
our problems for us. No foreign state 
or international organization resolves 
problems for us. If we want to get out 
from this, we need to do it ourselves. 
We need to manage our resources suc-
cessfully to solve this problem. Words 
are not enough. Most importantly we 
need to remember that the ones who 
are responsible for pushing the country 
to crisis will never ever rescue the 
country from that situation.” Dissanay-
ake pointed out.

Dissanayake observed that the Presi-
dent is using the Emergency Regula-
tions to suppress people while saying 
that he is ensuring democracy. Dissan-
ayake noted that Wickremesinghe is 
trying to please the ones who appoint-
ed him as the President.

Dissanayake pointed out a new man-
date is vital as the present mandate 
does not represent the people’s will.

New students are recruited for the 
Colleges of Education based on the 
results of the Advanced Level Examina-
tion 2021.  

The last date for accepting applica-
tions has been extended as a large 
number of students, who appeared in 
the Advanced Level Examination have 

expressed that they did not get an 
opportunity to apply for diploma cours-
es of Colleges of Education.  

Meanwhile, the Education Ministry 
has decided to further implement the 
interest-free student loan scheme 
introduced for AAdvanced Level stu-
dents. 

requested the Magistrate to place 
Fr.Jeewantha Peiris under remand cus-
tody.

The Magistrate rejected the request 
made by the Colombo Central Crimes 
Investigation Division to remand Rev. 
Fr. Jeewantha Peiris, and he was 

released on two sureties of Rs.500,000 
each. The Magistrate also imposed a 
travel ban on him. Rev. Fr. Jeewantha 
Peiris has also been instructed to appear 
before the Slave Island Police today (13) 
to record a statement. The Magistrate 
fixed further inquiries for August 26.

The President added that the country has 
faced an unprecedented economic downturn 
and the people from all walks of life have felt 
it. He stressed the importance of ending 
this situation in the country soon. 

The President was speaking at a ceremo-
ny held at President’s House in Kandy yes-
terday afternoon to mark the successful 
completion of the historic Kandy Esala Pera-
hera Festival.  

The President was received by 
Diyawadana Nilame Nilanga Dela, Nilames 

of the Satharamaha Devalayasa and Pitisara 
Devalayas at the entrance of the President’s 
House. Thereafter, the Diyawadana Nilame 
handed over the scroll containing the Sande-
shaya informing the President of the suc-
cessful completion of the Perahera.

The President commended the 
Diyawadana Nilame for fulfilling the noble 
responsibility of conducting the festival suc-
cessfully. “The Kandy Esala Perahera festi-
val was organised with pomp after a lapse of 
two years,” the President said.

He was ordered to be released on 
two sureties of Rs.500,000 each by Act-
ing Tangalle Magistrate Vidura Weera-
koon.

He was arrested on Thursday on the 
charges of organising a group to attack 

Carlton – the private residence of for-
mer President Mahinda Rajapaksa in 
Tangalle. He was arrested by Police at 
his hose at Medaketiya. Police said 
that the suspect was absconding for 
weeks.

He was arrested in a covert opera-
tion conducted by the Police Narcotics 
Bureau jointly with the Dubai Police at 
the Dubai airport  

However, the Government has not 
been apprised of his arrest in Dubai 
officially yet. 

The senior police officer said that 
even when Makadure Madushwa was 
arrested, the arrest was officially noti-
fied to Sri Lanka after several inquiries 
about it. 

When Harak Kata was arrested at 
the airport, he posed as Herath Dissa-
nayake’s Roshan Isanka who had died 
several years ago. 

He is a resident of Meedigama and 
the passport has been prepared using 
the deceased’s birth certificate.  
According to the information received 
from Dubai, a law firm has filed facts 
to Court on behalf of Harak Kata and 
has taken preliminary steps to release 
him.

The petitioner states that she was 
involved in the protests at the Galle 
Face Green in Colombo and thereafter 
the Department of Immigration and 
Emigration had taken an arbitrary deci-
sion to terminate her Visa.

She is seeking for the Court of 
Appeal to rule that the decision by the 
Department of Immigration and Emi-
gration is unjust.

The petition says that the Depart-
ment of Immigration and Emigration 
had decided to terminate the Visa issue 
to British National Kayleigh Fraser, 
who posted Galle Face protest content 
on Social Media.

The Petition has cited the Controller 
General of the Department of Immigra-
tion and Emigration and the Attorney 
General as the respondents.

reached the Colombo Port around 
10.30 pm on Thursday night.

The unloading of the shipment has 
been carried out since last morning 
(Friday), Power and Energy Minister 
Kanchan Wijesekara said.

“All payments for the ship have 
already been made by the Central Bank 
of Sri Lanka,” he added.

With the arrival of this petrol ship 
there won’t be a shortage of petrol for 

a few weeks since the CPC is maintain-
ing a certain volume of fuel storage by 
now, CPC media reports revealed.

“Apart from this petrol vessel more 
diesel and petrol vessels are scheduled 
to arrive at Colombo port frequently in 
the coming weeks,” he added. 

“Part payments have already been 
made for certain vessels of these sched-
uled shipments,” the Minister said.

The Police alerted the protesters 
staying there to remove the tents and 
leave the Galle Face area within 15 
minutes. Accordingly, steps have been 
taken to remove those tents.  

The Police and Urban Development 
Authority officials were also present at 
the time of the evacuation.  

The police and Special Task Force 

had been called to the Galle Face area 
and security had been tightened.  

Although they have left the Galle 
Face area, the protesters had recently 
declared that the struggle will continue 
until the departure of President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe and that the struggle 
will not stop until their goals are 
achieved.  

Thus, the Commissioner informed 
the relevant Principals through a Circu-
lar not to consider the 80 percent 
school attendance rate. 

The Commissioner further said that 
this decision was taken in view of the 
inability of students to attend school 
properly over the last two years due to a 
number of problems such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the teacher princi-

pal strike and fuel crisis etc. The Exami-
nations Department has been calling for 
applications for Advanced Level 2022 
Examination from school and private 
applicants since August 1 and applica-
tions will be accepted until August 19. 
School candidates sitting for the exami-
nation should submit their applications 
online through the Principals of the 
respective schools.

Despite the fact that no money is col-
lected from vehicles parked in Kandy 
city every year on Dawal Perahara day, 
this group of collected money from vehi-
cles throughout the day yesterday (12).

The Offices of the Kandy Municipal 
Council are also located in the Central 
Market area and people who came to 
these offices have also complained 
about this to the council. 

Filing a motion, the Attorney-at-Law appearing on 
behalf of the suspect asked for a temporary relaxation of 
the relevant travel ban imposed on him as his client 
wants to go abroad to participate in a trade conference.  

When Udayanga Weeratunga was granted bail in con-
nection with the MIG aircraft deal case, the court had 
imposed a travel ban on him.  

This is in connection over the financial fraud that is 
alleged to have taken place in procuring seven MiG-27 
ground attack craft for the Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF).  

The Financial Crimes Investigation Department has 
pointed out that if he is allowed to go abroad this time, it 
is uncertain that he will return to Sri Lanka.Accordingly, 
the FCID has strongly objected to the suspect’s request to 
travel abroad.  

Meanwhile, Danish Ali, who was remanded in connection 
with another case, was released on bail by Fort Magistrate 
Thilina Gamage yesterday. 

He was released on two sureties of Rs.500,000 each.  

Secretary General of Parliament Dham-
mika Dasanayake said that the Committee 
on Parliamentary Business has decided to 
commence the Sittings of Parliament at 
9.30 a.m. from August 29 and limit the 
lunch break to half an hour from 12.30 pm 
to 1.00 pm.

This decision was taken in the Commit-
tee on Parliamentary Business which met 
on the 10th under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena.

Accordingly, it has been decided to con-

vene Parliament on August 29 and hold the 
Adjournment Debate moved by the Opposi-
tion on the increase of the electricity bills 
from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 a.m. the Secretary 
General said.

Also, if the Appropriation (Amendment) 
Bill No.30 of 2021 for the fiscal year 2022 
presented to Parliament on the 9th is not 
challenged in the Supreme Court, it has 
been decided in the Committee to hold the 
debate on the bill on August 30, 31, Sep-
tember 1 and 2.

Parliament sittings from August 29
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Wesley College Welfare Society
Notice is hereby given that the

54th Annual General Meeting
of the

Wesley College Welfare Society
will be held on

Saturday, 27th August 2022
at 8.30 am

in the College Main Hall, Borella

Hony. Secretary
WhatsApp: +94 778 22 6477

BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA (BOl)

INVITATION FOR BIDS

HIRING OF A DIESEL VAN (DUAL A/C) FOR 
BOI STAFF AT HORANA

Board of lnvestment of Sri Lanka (BOl) invites bids to hire Diesel Van for BOI (for 
the transport of Offi ce staff from Panadura to Boralugoda and back to Boralugoda to 
Panadura in the morning & evening.)

The offered vehicle should fulfi ll following conditions:

Vehicle should be not more than 10 years old. 

lndividual owners also could submit bids provided the vehicle is registered in 
their names. 

Vehicle should be provided with driver

Bidding documents may be purchased from the offi ce of the Senior Deputy Director 
(HEPZ), Board of lnvestment of Sri Lanka, Horana Export Processing Zone, 
Boralugoda, Poruwadanda  from 15.08.2022 to 29.08.2022 between 9.00 hrs 
-   14.00 hrs on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs.1000/- plus 12% VAT. The 
method of payment will be by cash.

Sealed Bids may be dispatched under sealed envelope marked "Quotation for 
Hiring of (Dual A/C) Diesel Van for BOI offi ce at Horana Export Processing 
Zone, Boralugoda, Poruwadanda" in the top left hand corner either by Registered 
Post to the Senior Deputy Director (HEPZ), Board of lnvestment of Sri Lanka, 
Horana Export Processing Zone, Boralugoda, Poruwadanda or may be deposited 
in the Tender Box kept in the BOI Zone Offi ce at HEPZ to be received at or before 
14.30 hrs on 29.08.2022

Bids will be opened immediately after the closing time at the Senior Deputy Director 
(HEPZ) offi ce. Bidders or their authorized representatives will be permitted to be 
present at the time of opening of Bids.

A Bid Bond of Rs.7,500.00 (Refundable) per each Bid should be submitted with 
a validity for 03 months from 29.08.2022. lnterested Bidders may obtain further 
information from Zone Management Department, Board of lnvestment of Sri Lanka, 
Horana Export Processing Zone, Boralugoda, Poruwadanda on Telephone No. 034-
2269296.

Director General
BOARD OF INVESTMENT OF SRI LANKA

Professional cur-
taining service 
upholstery,  pantry 
cupboards,  inte-
rior decorating. Tel. 
0774111482. 046719
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DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA
Sri Lanka Netball Federation is expected to get 

approval for the final 12 member team for the forth-
coming Asian Netball Championship which is 
scheduled to be held from September 3-11 at OCBC 
Arena Singapore .   

According to a senior official of the Netball Fed-
eration, the names of the 12-member squad have 

been forwarded to the Sports Minister for 
approval and it is reliably learnt Tharjini 

Sivalingam, the 6”11 tall experienced 
goal shooter has been included in the 
team. . The National selection commit-
tee headed by Dhamayanthi Jayathille-
ka the former National player selected 
15 players to focus on Asian Champi-
onship and got approval  for this 15 
member pool ..   

 However most of the players of 
the squad and especially the National 
coach Hyacinth Wijesinghe requested 

to get Tharjani for the team .In fact 
Tharjani the former National skipper 
was not available for selection trials to 

pick the final team as she was away in 
Australia to play league Netball .The 
Selection Committee  pointed out that 

without playing selection trials they 
cant include any player in the team .   
 Differences arose between selectors and 

some officials of the Federation about Thar-
jani’ s issue and finally National selection com-

mittee headed by Arjun Fernando solved this 
issue .In addition experienced Thilini Wattegedera 

also was omitted from the squad due to her perfor-
mance and selectors were highly criticised by a 
section close to this this women's sport .

 14 members of the squad  are training at 

Bandaragama Sports Complex and also the Torri-
ghton grounds and the Gymnasium .   

Meanwhile National squad are busy with their 
training and National Netball Federation is looking 
to get training facilities from the Sugathadasa 
Indoor Stadium and a sponsor for the Asian Netball 
Championship.   

Two senior players Wing attacker Gayanjali 
Amarawansa and Centre player Dulangi Wannit-
illeka are likely to captain and vice captain the Sri 
Lanka’s 12-member squad. Amarawansa the experi-
enced player from HNB having previous experience 
of Asian and World Netball Championship will cap-
tain the National team for the first time at the Asian 
Championship while Dulangi Wannitilleka also 
from HNB one of the best players of the centre and 
occasionally she has ability to play as goal shooter   

This will be the first time in three years the Sri 
Lankan lasses will play a competitive tournament 
after Global pandemic.They last played in the inter-
national arena  in 2019 during the World Cup in 
England under the coaching of Thilak Jinadasa and 
this time under the guidance of Hyacinth Wijesin-
ghe.   

Sri Lankan Netball team will take the field 
as favourites to win the tournament based on 
their past record of having won this tourna-
ment most number of times (5) in 1989, 
1997, 2001, 2009 and 2018. .Last time in 
2018 Sri Lanka led by Chaturangi Jayasuri-
ya clinchéd the Asian Championship defeat-
ing Singapore in the final at the same venue 
in Singapore .   

The 11 teams will compete to take the Asian 
crown .The defending champs Sri Lanka, 2018 
runner-up Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Brunei, 
Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Japan, India, Philip-

pines and Maldives are set to play this time while 
top two teams will gain automatic qualification 
for the 2023 Netball World Cup. Meanwhile 
Netball Federation is expected  to appoint 
National junior coach to focus on next junior 
International events like Asian Junior in Korea 
next year. The Federation already made 
arrangements to call applications for the Jun-
ior National coach and they will conduct inter-
view very soon to appoint junior coach .In the 
meantime Netball Federation President Victoria 
Lakshmi is expected to meet National Sports

Council chairman Arjuna Ranatunga and his team 
to discuss the progress of the Netball Fed-
eration activities. 

CHRIS DHAMBARAGE   
Royal College and Isipathana College 

will revive their rivalry once again when 
the two teams clash in the 2022 Inter-
Schools Under-20 ‘A’ Division League 
Rugby Tournament deciding Super 
Round encounter at Havelock Park on 
Sunday.  

After seven weeks of exciting rugby, 
Royal and Isipathana have fought their 
way and set the stage for a massive show-
down with the winners to be crowned as 
the league champions and will also 
receive the Major Milroy Fernando 
Memorial Trophy.  

In fact, the defending champions Royal 
are chasing a unique fourth successive ‘A’ 
Division League title while the unbeaten 
Isipathana are hoping to lift the title after 
their success in the 2016 season.  

Last week, both teams cleared their ini-
tial hurdle in the Super Round stage with 
Royal going past Wesley College 21-16 at 
Longden Place and Isipathana edged out 
St. Joseph’s College 16-13 at Havelock 
Park.  

As a result, Isipathana are still on top of 
the points table with a tally of 32 from six 
matches while Royal will start the game 
trailing with a total of 28 points from the 
same number of outings.  

With a good four-point lead, there is a 
chance for Isipathana to win the title even 
if they are beaten but if they could collect 
the two-losing bonus-points, while also 
ensuring Royal doesn’t win with a bonus-
point.  

Even then, for Royal, if they score four 
tries and register a victory, then they will 
be crowned league champions irrespective 
of Isipathana claiming both their losing 
bonus-points.  

However, Isipathana will have the home 
advantage and will look to keep the momen-
tum with their mobile set of forwards and 
speedy back division. Hooker Venura Sang-
eeth, number eight Daham Wickremarach-
chi and flanker  

Tharindu Wewalpandith have been out-
standing throughout the season while 

winger Rinesh Silva’s accurate kicks at goal 
will be another advantage for Isipathana.  

Meanwhile, Royal will look to exploit the 
opposition through their famous rolling 
maul and in the back division they will 
bank on dashing centre Kaveen Sasanga, 
who has five tries to his credit, scrum half 
Hasnaka Higgoda, fly half Thivain Perera 
and full back Nabeel Yahiya to deliver the 
goods.  

Past winners of the Under-20 Rugby 
League:   

1973 (Royal), 1974 (Trinity), 1975 (Trin-
ity), 1976 (Royal/S. Thomas’), 1977 (Trin-
ity), 1978 (Royal), 1979 (Royal), 1980 (S. 
Thomas’), 1981 (Royal), 1982 (S. Thom-
as’), 1983 (Trinity), 1984 (Royal/Isipatha-
na), 1985 (Isipathana), 1986 (Isipathana), 
1987 (Trinity), 1988 (Royal), 1989 (S. 
Thomas’), 1990 (S. Thomas’), 1991 (S. 
Thomas’), 1992 (Isipathana), 1993 
(Isipathana), 1994 (Royal), 1995 (Isipatha-
na), 1996 (Isipathana), 1997 (Isipathana), 
1998 (Royal), 1999 (Isipathana), 2000 (S. 
Thomas’), 2001 (St. Anthony’s), 2002 (St. 
Peter’s), 2003 (Royal), 2004 (Kingswood), 
2005 (Kingswood), 2006 (St. Peter’s), 
2007 (St. Peter’s), 2008 (Kingswood), 
2009 (Royal), 2010 (St. Peter’s), 2011 
(Royal), 2012 (Isipathana), 2013 (Dhar-
maraja), 2014 (Isipathana), 2015 (Royal), 
2016 (Isipathana), 2017 (Royal), 2018 
(Royal), 2019 (Royal), 2020 (Not held), 
2021 (Not held).  

Royal-Isipathana clash 
in Under-20 Rugby 

League decider   

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA  
The long-awaited Sri Lanka 

Schools Novices Swimming and 
Diving Meet will commence this 
weekend at the Sugathadasa Indoor 
Swimming Pool, offering aspiring 
swimmers an opportunity to show-
case their talents on a national 
platform after almost two years.

The event organized by the Sri 
Lanka Schools Aquatic Sports 
Association while it will be spon-
sored by Nestle MILO in line with 
its ambition of supporting grass-

root sports in the country. The 
drawing applications from over 
5,000 swimmers from schools 
across the island, the meet will 
comprise of events under the age 
groups of 10, 12, 14, 16,18 and 20 
and the events dates are given 
below .  

*Swimming: Girls: August 13-14  
 *Swimming Boys: August 19-21   
* Diving: August 20 (both girls 

and boys)  
The top eight of under 10 and 12 

events selected based on qualifying 

time, and the three winners of 
under 14,16, 18 and 20 events will 
get the opportunity to compete in 
the 46th Sri Lanka Schools Swim-
ming Championship .

Meanwhile the planned to be 

held later this year, the Sri Lanka 
Schoolsâ€™ Swimming Champion-
ship would also be sponsored by 
Nestle MILO, helping children 
excel in the sport they love, whilst 
nourishing them to go further.  

 Gayanjali tipped to lead Sri Lanka netball team for Singapore

Gayanjali Amarawansa 
(tipped to be captain)

Dulangi Wannitilleka 
to be appointed 
Deputy Skipper   

Harsith Peiris (Royal Captain)  Daham Mithila (Isipathana Captain) 

Schools Novices Swimming and Diving Meet commences this weekend  

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA   
Sri Lankan’ s Tennis star Harsha-

na Godamanna will retire from Davis 
Cup tennis competition today (13) at 
the SLTA courts . Godamanna the pre-
sent coach of Massachusctts University 
in USA said my last and final match 
will be on  Saturday ,.when Sri Lanka 
will take on Iraq at the Group IV Davis 
Cup Ruketon Tennis tournament finals. 

Since 2002, I have given all I can to 
keep the Sri Lankan flag flying high. I 
was lucky enough to play for this long 
with over 20 different team mates 
along the way.   

Actually playing my last game for Sri 
Lanka is very emotional one I think the 
time time has come to end my playing 
career and give that chance to another 
youngster and we have lot of potential 
young players who need  proper guid-
ance  .At the moment l live with my 
baby and wife and want to spend more 
time with them well as now this is my 
18 th year from 2002 at Davis Cup and 

wanted to end on a winning note 
added Godamanna.  

I think fitness and understanding  
among the payers during the game is 
more important.We have to focus  on 
these areas and get more exposure at 
International level is very important 

I am very keen to give my service as 
a coach and hope to come back from 
USA at least once a year and give my 
services to the local Tennis players .  

Actually when I was in my school 
Royal College my brother used to play 
tennis and I  followed him. and my 
school coach Sylvester Francis gave 
guidance to me to come up .I had 
happy memories of  my school. where I 
won public schools tennis titles which 
paved the way   to enter the National 
squad said Godamanna.  

Actually we have to dedicate to this 
sport while  playing without injuries is 
very important.Especially the atmos-
phere of Tennis and facilities of this 
sport is vital and the support from the 

officials and coaches directly paved the 
way to go forward  .  

I used to  coach at Massachusetts 
University where I studied earlier and 
my duty to is to produce talented play-
ers from this University.As a coach we 
have to update always but I think paper 
qualification not enough to do coach-
ing and get more experience  for this 
post .  

Godamanna also said “I want to 

thank all my team mates for endless 
memories we've created together. Also, 
to all the Captains I've had. It's always 
a team effort in Davis Cup, hence why 
I will miss these moments in the future. 
However, I am confident that we have 
a strong line up of young players to 
take over. I will take the back seat and 
guide them as much as I can. I want to 
thank my Parents and Family for all the 
sacrifices they have made and letting 
me live the dream I had as a kid. You 
trusted me, invested in me and gave 
me the opportunity to learn and grow 
to be the player and the person I am 
today. Tennis taught me more than just 
the sport. It taught me life lessons and 
lots of values of life.  

I always appreciate my two coaches, 
Sylvester Francis and Dominik Utz-
inger. Both of them changed my life. I 
was fortunate to have you by my side. I 
am certain that I will not be a coach 
today if not for what I've learnt from 
you.  

 Harshana Godamanna to retire from Davis Cup

Harshana Godamanna in action    

HERBERT PERERA   
The Perera and Sons Bakers Spon-

sored Junior Golf Championship con-
cluded yesterday and in the semi 
finals top seeded Haroon Aslam eased 
into the Final of the Gold Division 
Junior Golf Champion Title clash 
defeating Pranav Muralitharan 7 & 5. 
However, in the second semi-final K. 
Danushan fired 4 Birdies to Vinuda 
Weerasinghes 3 Birdies to clinch the 
tensed battle 2 & 1 on the 17th hole. 
To determine the Junior Champion 
for 2022 The final Teed-Off at 9.00 

a.m. on Friday, and 
Haroon Aslam overcame 
Danushan 2-1 to clinch 
the Gold Division Title,. 
However, Danushan play-
ing on his home course 
RCGC pushed Haroon to 
the wire.

The Girls Gold division 
for the Rukmini Kodago-
da Trophy saw Kaya 
Daluwatte beat experi-
enced and confident Sher-
in Balasuriya 2-1 in the 
final. Kaya annihilated 
Yelani Peiris 9 & 8, whilst 

Sherin was stretched all the way by a 
determined DhevinkaKanag-Isvaran 
in the semi finals

In the Silver Division, again the 
juniors in the 12 to 14+ age group 
category produced really good Golf 
and in a close encounter Reshan 
Algama overcame Jacob Norton 5-3  
On the other hand, ReshanAlgama 
going 1 down after the 9th birdied 
11th& 12th to regain the lead and 
hold on for a decisive win.

The Bronze Division final between 

ThejasRathisKanth and SaqeebZuhar 
went in favour of Thejas RathisKanth 
who romped to victory . The Copper 
Division for Age group 9+ & below 
over 14 holes Match-play Danik Dalu-

watte played Yuva RathisKanth in a 
close battle for supremacy. Danik 
beat Taalia Silva 7 & 6, whilst Yuvan 
defeated Jaeden Sathasivam 4 & 2, in 
the semi-final matches.

Haroon Aslam and Kaya Daluwatte win Rukmani Kodagoda Trophies

Rukmani Kodagoda Trophy Junior Golf Championship Awards Ceremony 
was held under the patronage of Mrs. Shan Perera, sister of Rukmini Koda-
goda just after the finals at Royal Colombo Golf Club yesterday.  Here the 
winners from (left to right)Yuwan Rathis kanth Copper Winner, Thejas 
Rathis kanth - Bronze winner, Kaya Daluwatte Gold and Silver winner 
ladies, Haroon Aslam Overall and Gold Boys winner and Reshan Algama - 
silver winner.  along with Avishka Perera, Mrs. Srima Seneviratne sister of 
Mrs Rukmini Kodagoda and  Lal Wickrematunge Secretary Sri Lanka Golf 
look on.   PICTURE BY - HERBERT PERERA     
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