
GAYAN KUMARA WEERASINGHE  

The Police Special Task Force 
(STF), investigating on a drug 
peddling network operated from 
Qatar, arrested a suspect with a 
haul of narcotic substance called 
ICE (670g) and Rs 1.4 million in 
cash, on Wednesday in Kotahena. 
The haul of ICE is said to be worth 
about Rs.10 million.   

Man arrested with 
ICE in Kotahena   

SHAVINI MADHARA 

National Elections Com-
mission Chairman Nimal 
Punchihewa said sugges-
tions have been presented to 
initiate mobile voting booths 
for the people with disabili-
ties and special needs.

Speaking at a media con-

ference yesterday, he said 
that the Local Government 
Elections are expected to 
be held before the end of 
February 2023.

He also said, “The term 
of Local Government bod-
ies had been extended by 
another year. 

AMALI MALLAWAARACHCHI

A drunken Grama Niladhari was 
arrested for throwing a child into 
a canal.

The child (8) has been sitting 
near a canal watching an elephant 
given a bath when the suspect, 54, 
has lifted the child and thrown him 
into the water. The child has sus-
tained a bone fracture.

Grama Niladhari 
throws child into canal

DILSHAN THARAKA

Nine petitions have been filed in 
the Supreme Court challenging the 
22nd Amendment to the Constitu-
tion Bill that certain clauses of it 
are unconstitutional.

The petitions were filed by 
Attorney Nuwan Ballanthudawa, 
a member of the Central Board 
of the Patriotic National Front, 
Dr. Gunadasa Amarasekera and the 
Vinivida Foundation General Secre-
tary Nagananda Kodithuvakku and 
six others.

Nine petitions 
challenging 22nd 

Amendment

DHARMA SRI ABEYRATNE 
The Senior Engi-

neers Union of Cey-
lon Electricity Board 
declared that it will 
support the proposal 
to restructure the 
Ceylon Electricity 
Board.

Senior Engineers will support
 CEB restructuring - Members

VEYANGODA SPECIAL CORR.

A suspect who had abused a men-
tally handicapped underaged female 
was granted bail by the Attanagalla 
Magistrate on Wednesday (17).

The suspect (22) is a resident 
of Wathupitiwala 
area. He had lured 
the victim (16), to an 
abandoned house and 
abused her.

Warning and bail 
for child abuser

The Senior Engineers Union members with the Minister. 

LG polls slated to be 
held before next February

Ten Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) MPs have 
decided to extend support to the All Party Gov-
ernment sources said. Meanwhile, Samagi Jana 
Balawegaya (SJB) General Secretary Ranjith 
Madduma Bandara yesterday

Ten SJB MPs to support APG

ASELA KURULUWANSA  

Over 600 persons who fell 
ill after three wedding cer-
emonies held at a hotel in 
Kandy have been referred for 
medical assistance.

Three weddings 
at Kandy hotel turn 

sour, over 600 fall ill 

THUSITHA KUMARA DE SILVA
 in Aluthgama

Two persons were report-
ed dead after a lorry skid-
ded off the road and crashed 
into a cafeteria at Galabada, 
Induruwa along the Colom-
bo - Galle highway around 
9.30 p.m. on Wednesday 
(17), police said.

 Courier lorry 
crashes killing 
two in Kosgoda

INDUNIL HEWAGE  
Inflation will not likely to reach 70 percent contrary 

to previous projections made by the Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka (CBSL), Governor Dr. Nandalal Weerasinghe said 
yesterday.  

Inflation likely to stay below 70%, 
peak in September - Governor  

IRANGIKA RANGE  

All-Island Three-Wheeler 
Driver’s Union Chairman 
Lalith Dharmasekara said that 
three-wheeler fares have to 

be raised again. Accordingly, 
Rs.120 will be charged per first 
kilometer while Rs.100 will be 
charged from every subsequent 
kilometer.  

Tuks to charge Rs.120 for first km now  

ISHARA MUDUGAMUWA 

The State Pharmaceuticals Manufac-
turing Corporation (SPMC) refuting 
allegations about the launching of three 
drugs currently being manufactured 
locally, Chairman Uthpala Indrawansha 
said that the event was organized to 
mark the issuance of these drugs to 
private sector pharmacies.    

Three drugs released to private 
pharmacies on August 15

SPMC refutes baseless allegations by competitors

SUNIL S. PELLANDENIYA and 
LAHIRU FERNANDO  

A train ticket inspector was 
admitted to the Maho hospi-
tal after he was assaulted by 
a passenger when the inspec-
tor warned him not to smoke 
inside the train between Gal-
gamuwa and Maho railway 
stations yesterday.  

Train staffer 
assaulted after 

smoking warning   

The Immigration and 
Emigration Department 
(IED) has launched an 
operation to locate Scot-

tish national Kayleigh 
Fraser who is overstaying 
after her visa expired on 
August 15.

SPMC 
Chairman 

Dr. Uthpala
Indrawansha 

GAYAN KUMARA WEERASINGHE 

The Child and Women Abuse Prevention 
Bureau has revealed that the Sevanagala OIC 
wanted in connection with an attempt

Sevanagala OIC in hiding after 
molest of young WPC

IED looking for Scot 

RANMALI SOMASIRI

SJB MP Patali Champika Ranawaka yesterday said that 
if two and a half million tonnes of coal are not imported 
by the end of September, the country will have to go for 
power cuts of about  ten hours.

Ranawaka sounds alarm over coal imports, 
says 10 hour power cuts inevitable
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INDUNIL HEWAGE

Central Bank Governor Dr. Nanda-
lal Weerasinghe said the country has 
now its own system of managing the 
situation with export proceeds, for-
eign remittance to import essential 
items such as gas, fuel and medicine.

The Central Bank introduced 
a slew of measures to encourage 
migrant workers to remit money via 
formal channels while cracking down 

on illegal transfers through Undi-
yal and Hawala. In addition, CBSL 
took measures to introduce rules in 
respect of repatriation and conver-
sion of export proceeds to Sri Lankan 
Rupees.

“With these measures the situation 
has improved and without bridging 
financing, we have been able to man-
age the situation as of now.”

Governor Weerasinghe however 

said that Sri Lanka made a request 
from China to relax the usability of 
currency swap facility.

“Moreover we have asked the Cen-
tral Bank of India to enhance the 
currency swap facility.”

Governor Weerasinghe also 
noted that the  Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka has withdrawn the manda-
tory requirement to convert service 
export receipts, proceeds, that are 

received in Sri Lanka on or after 
August 12, 2022, to encourage ser-
vice exporters to bring in all export 
proceeds to the country at this time 
of need.

Governor Weerasinghe expressed 
hope  that with these measures, addi-
tional  proceeds will come into the 
banking system to provide more for 
essential imports out of the export 
proceeds.

WE CAN NOW SURVIVE 
WITHOUT BRIDGING 
FINANCING - GOVERNOR

INDUNIL HEWAGE 

Central Bank Governor Dr. 
Nandalal Weerasinghe expressed 
hope that debt sustainability can 
be reached without re-structuring 
domestic debt, which will have seri-
ous implications on the domestic 
financial sector.

“The position of the govern-

ment still remain  that we will 
restructure only the external 
debt.”Governor Weerasinghe told 
at the Monetary Policy press brief-
ing held yesterday (18) at the 
Central Bank.

Governor Weerasinghe stated 
that Sri Lanka needed time to repay 
external debt as the country is cur-

rently experiencing a Balance of 
Payments crisis.

He said further that restructuring 
domestic debt will have serious impli-
cations on domestic financial sector 
including banking sector and it will  
not help economic recovery or even 
external creditors to recover relief that 
they intend to provide us.

 No re-structuring of domestic debt - Governor

TO PAGE 02

TO PAGE 02

TO PAGE 02

TO PAGE 02

TO PAGE 02

TO PAGE 02

Nalla Police officers 
have arrested another 
suspect who  attacked 
the home and office of 
MP Kokila Harshani 
Gunawardena in Loluwa-
goda and set fire to the 
nearby house and vehi-
cles of her brother on 
Wednesday (17). 

Another who 
torched MPs 

house arrested

SHAVINI MADHARA

Former Minister Mervyn Silva, who 
was arrested by the Criminal Investiga-
tions Department (CID) was released 
without bail by the Colombo Addi-
tional Magistrate Kheminda Perera 
yesterday.

Mervyn arrested by CID over 
2007 SLRC walk-in, released 

TO PAGE 04

GAYAN KUMARA WEERASINGHE 

Former President 
Maithripala Sirisena has 
been questioned by the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) in con-
nection with the alleged 

bribery that took place 
when the convict Jude 
Shaman Anthony Jayama-
ha was released under a 
Presidential Amnesty. Jude 
Jayamaha was convicted of 
the murder of 

Jayamaha’s amnesty: CID records 
statement from former President 

President Ranil Wickremesinghe said 
the government will write to private cred-
itors this week and inform them about the 
present economic situation of the country.

Speaking to The Economist magazine, 
he said that the government will restruc-

ture the loss making government ven-
tures. When asked what are the State 
Owned Enterprises that can be restruc-
tured, he said that apart from SriLankan 
Airlines, Sri Lanka Insurance, Sri Lanka 
Telecom, many are there.

Govt will write to private creditors
 this week - President

GAYAN KUMARA WEERASINGHE

Police yesterday arrested 14 uni-
versity students including Inter 
University Student Federation 
Convener Wasantha Mudalige, 
after dispersing a protest march 
organized by the IUSF. 

IUSF Convener, 
13 arrested after march

Nothing of that sort - Madduma Bandara

UPALI KARUNARATNE

JVP politburo 
member and 
former MP Dr. 
Nalinda Jayatissa 
yesterday said 

that discussions 

No genuine intent 
for an APG - JVP
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(Reuters) - Sri Lanka 
will ask Japan to invite the 
country’s main creditor 
nations, including China 
and India, to talks on bilat-
eral debt restructuring as 
it seeks a way out of its 
worst economic crisis in 
decades, its president said 
on Thursday.

President to 
travel to Japan 

next month

TO PAGE 04

President Ranil Wickremesinghe met a United Nations delegation at Presidential 
Secretariat yesterday. The UN delegation included Regional Director Asia-Pacific, 
UN Development Coordination Office (UNDCO) David McLachlan-Karr, UN Sri 
Lanka Resident Co-ordinator Hanaa Singer and Resident Co-ordinator Office 
Team Leader and Strategic Planning Officer Andreas Karpati.
Picture by President’s Media Division

PRESIDENT MEETS UN DELEGATION

Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) 
National Organizer Basil Rajapaksa request-
ed President Ranil Wickremesinghe to facili-
tate the safe 

Ensure safe passage for GR - Basil  
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LAKDUSINGHE - CHANDRALATHA 
- Wife of Sirinimal (Ex - Director 
of Musaeus),  mother of Subashini 
(Janadhipathi Vidyalaya - Veyangoda),  
Madhubashini (U.S.A.),  mother-in-law 
of Engineer - Sanjaya Navaratna and 
Professor - Nimantha Jayaratne (U.S.A.),  
expired. Cremation on Friday,  19th at 
4.30 p.m. at Malwatte Crematorium. 629/ 
1,  Bandaranaike Rd.,  Veyangoda. 071-
8324762. 047739

SILVA,  JENNIFER - Daughter of the 
late Pius and Florence Silva,  sister of 
Genevieve White (Australia),  Nandi and 
late Rohan Silva,  sister-in-law of George 
White (Australia),  aunt of Gina & Reno 
(Australia),  Ashanti & Niraj. Cortege leaves 
Jayaratne Funeral Parlour Borella on 
Saturday,  20th August at 11 a.m. for Burial 
at General Cemetery,  Borella,  Roman 
Catholic Section. Viewing from 8.30 a.m. 
on Saturday,  20th August. 048137

The government which was claiming that 
there is no foreign exchange to import coal, 
has suddenly presented a Cabinet paper for 
the import of coal till 2025 and question 
lies as to how    the coal will be imported.

Ranawaka was addressing a press confer-
ence held in Colombo yesterday. He added 
that it is not known whether there has been 
a technical breakdown in the Norochcholai 
power plant, but one of the power plants 
was in a state of being closed for mainte-
nance.

The MP said that this crisis has been cre-
ated by not procuring coal in a manner that 

would withstand a formal procurement pro-
cess and the country’s economic situation 
and foreign exchange reserves.

The MP also pointed out that instead of 
suddenly increasing the electricity bill in an 
unbearable manner, the government should 
have increased the bill successively in the 
past years.

Ranawaka said the Ceylon Electricity 
Board may have lost a lot of money due to 
the non-payment of electricity bills by gov-
ernment institutions, and that a system of 
daily payment of these bills should be set 
up before increasing the electricity bill.

The incident took place around 10.30 
a.m. in the Colombo Fort-bound Uttara 
Devi intercity express train (4018) from 
Kankesanthurai and Jaffna.  

This is the second incident reported 
involving passengers and railway staff in 
this area within this week. Earlier on 
August 15, a tense situation was reported 
in the Yal Devi express train when a group 
of passengers clashed with another group 
of passengers and train staff over a seat-
related issue. Three passengers were hospi-
talized following this incident.  

The ticket inspector sustained injuries to 
his eye and is receiving treatment, the hos-
pital sources said.  

Railway security officers have arrested 
the suspect and handed him over to the 
police for necessary action. Maho police is 
conducting investigations.  

On July 23, a railway security guard was 
killed after two drunken train passengers 
kicked him out of the train when he 
advised them against their conduct 
between Veyangoda and Wandurawa rail-
way stations. 

The suspect is the Grama Niladhari of Udapola division, Polg-
ahawela. The suspect was produced before the magistrate yester-
day (18). 

The magistrate strongly warned the suspect 
that two persons should sign the bail and if any 
influence is put on the plaintiff after the bail, 
bail will be revoked and the suspect will be kept 
in remand until the end of the trial. Nittambuwa 
police informed that a similar case where the 
same victim was abused is still ongoing.

“However we will be moni-
toring  the system. And we will 
bring back mandatory conver-

sion if we do not see any 
improvement,” Governor 
Weerasinghe said.

“We want to minimise the impact on the 
Banking sector, economy, EPF as a result of 
debt restructuring. With this exercise, the 
economy will recover faster and external 
creditors will be able to recover their debt 
faster.”

Speaking further, Dr.Weerasinghe said 
CBSL has asked  banks to look at all the 
implications in particular  rising Non Per-
forming  Loans (NPLs) that they might 
experience due to current economic crisis.

When questioned that the Trade Unions will be 
very hostile to restructuring, he said “I don’t 
worry about unions, what matters is people. Peo-
ple are going to stand it if they think things can 
get better”.

Wickremesinghe also said that the government 
will have to raise taxes such as tax on capital, tax 
on wealth. “The tax net has to be widened. And 
that will bring some of the lost revenue. By about 
the middle of next year, we’ll have the same, or 
we’ll even go beyond the tax net we had in 2018”.

The President said that beginning of 2023 will 
be tough but the ending will be better, “we’re try-
ing to reduce the period of pain. If the revenue 
keeps coming in, we’ll know in the next three 
months, then the end will be better”.

He said Sri Lankan economy will return to 
normal maybe about 2024, 2025. Initially we 
thought 2024 but it looks like 2023 is going to be 
a bad year globally, so it can be 2024, 2025.

When asked what country Sri Lanka wants to 
follow, he said “We would like to be like Singa-
pore, but let’s start by emulating the standard of 
Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam”.

The President also said that remittances are 
picking slowly but it may get better next year, 
and there’s the prospect of tourism returning too. 
“We’re trying to get the tourists starting this win-
ter and prices will be cheap. But from next year 
onwards, we have to get the summer and the 
winter. This year, the attraction will be prices”.

The visa issued to her was terminated by 
the department after she had violated visa 
conditions by posting Aragalaya protest con-
tent on social media.

The Immigration and Emigration Depart-
ment seized her passport and later informed 
her to leave Sri Lanka by August 15.

Following this incident, Fraser filed an 
application to the Court of Appeal on Tues-
day (16) seeking to terminate the decision 
taken by the Immigration and Emigration 
Department to deport her from Sri Lanka. 
But, it was rejected by Court.

Currently, she has gone missing instead of 
leaving the country and legal action will be 
taken against her after she is arrested, the 
Department said.

The Commission does not agree at all 
regarding postponing the elections. The 
Election Commission should have the 
power to postpone Local Government elec-
tions”.

“Provincial Council Elections have not 
been held for many years now due to the 
problematic nature of two Acts. The Parlia-
mentary Select Committee had recom-
mended to amend the said Acts and to hold 

the Provincial Council Elections in the old 
way. The Commission is ready to conduct 
the election in any way,” Punchihewa 
added. “Parliament should be dissolved to 
hold the Parliamentary General Elections. 
But according to the provisions of the Consti-
tution, even if the President wishes, he does 
not have the power to dissolve the parliament 
for two and a half years after the first par-
liament convenes,” he said.

The deceased have been identified as the owner of the cafete-
ria and a woman who was walking along the road.

According to the police, the lorry was transporting parcels of a 
courier service to Colombo from Galle and three individuals 
including the driver had been in the lorry by the time of the acci-
dent. The accident happened when the driver attempted to pre-
vent the lorry from knocking the said woman in front of the cafe-
teria. The vehicle had skidded off the road and crashed into a 
telephone pole and into the shop.

The driver of the lorry and his two assistants have also been 
admitted to the Balapitiya hospital.

The shop next to the cafeteria also has incurred damage due 
to the accident.   Kosgoda police are conducting investigations.

to molest and rape an apprentice woman police constable 
(WPC), is in hiding. The Bureau has taken steps to file fact in the 
Embilipitiya Magistrate’s Court regarding this incident. 

Preliminary investigations have revealed that she had become 
the victim of the OIC at the OIC’s office and the official quarters 
several times over. Investigations have revealed that several senior 
police officers in Sabaragamuwa province have known about this 
incident and they have not taken any action against the OIC.

But instead of that, the 21-year-old apprentice police constable 
was transferred to another police station in Embilipitiya police 
division and the investigations revealed that the OIC had been 
shielded. Police began investigations into the OIC based on the 
complaint made by the young WPC.

Nevertheless, he mentioned that as per the latest projections by 
the CBSL, inflation is likely to   peak in the month of September 
and subsequently it will be trending down.  

“Our previous projections indicated that inflation will reach over 
70 per cent, however I do not think it will reach that level now.”  

Speaking on inflation targets, Dr.Weerasinghe said electricity 
price revision will reflect in   inflation projections in short-term.  

Inflation will be increasing gradually until September. But infla-
tion will not reach over 70 per  cent. It will be less than what we 
predicted earlier,” Dr.Weerasinghe said.   

19 year old Yvonne Johnnson, and sentenced to death by 
Court.    The former President was interrogated yesterday (18) 
for about three hours and his statements were recorded.

The CID had initiated this investigation based on two com-
plaints made by MP Ven. Athuraliye Rathana Thera. 

The complaint made by Ven. Athuraliye Rathana Thera is 
based on the statement made by the former President, during a 
political programme on a private television channel.  

A senior official of the CID said that former President Maithri-
pala Sirisena had also made complaint to the CID regarding this. 

The CID had questioned the former President and recorded a 
statement at his residence in Colombo.

 Senior Engineers Union representatives stat-
ed this in a discussion held on Wednesday even-
ing with Power and Energy Minister Kanchana 
Wijesekera. They said that they will offer their 
support to the restructuring plans of the Electric-
ity Board as it is the only available remedy to 
avoid further destruction now.

They said it should be done right now. Recent-
ly, many trade unions took trade union action 
against the revision of the Electricity Act.

But they said that their trade union did not 
work against it and this time also they will sup-
port the restructuring proposal by giving their 
suggestions.

They emphasized that it is problematic that 
the Electricity Board continues to be a burden 
on the people, the country and the Treasury and 
that it can be built as an effective institution by 
restructuring. They added that support will be 
provided for the speedy implementation of 
renewable energy projects.

The event of releasing Levothyroxine 50 mcg for 
thyroxine deficiency, Omeprazole 20 mg capsules for 
preventing gastric acidity and Mefenamic Acid 500 
mg tablets for pain relief to the open market was held 
recently at the SPMC premises in Ratmalana under 
the patronage of Health Minister Keheliya Rambuk-
wella. 

The State Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Corporation 
(SPMC) pointed out that this is a great achievement in 
the field of pharmaceutical production in this country. 
However certain media reported that the same drugs 
released that day have been manufactured locally since 
February 2020 and the SPMC had misled the Minister 
and the public by stating that the relevant drugs are 
being released to the hospitals and the market as new.

A communique issued by the SPMC Chairman Dr. 
Uthpala Indrawansha as a response to these false allega-
tions said that the approval to produce Mefenamic Acid 
500 mg locally was granted in 2021 and during the 
recent event the SPMC marked the issuance of this drug 
to the Medical Supplies Division (MSD) of Ministry of 
Health as bulk packaging and also to the private sector 

pharmacies as blister packs. All necessary measures have 
already been taken to issue this drug to private sector 
pharmacies from today (19) onwards.   

The other two drugs were previously issued to the 
MSD during the period of former Pharmaceuticals Min-
ister Dr. Channa Jayasumana. But the issuance of these 
two drugs to the private sector pharmacies began after 
the recent ceremony held on August 15 under the patron-
age of Minister Rambukwella. 

Dr.Indrawansha further said that those who cannot 
bear the breaking up of the monopoly maintained by the 
private sector drug manufacturers are spreading false-
hoods. 

During this drug launching ceremony, Health Minister 
Rambukwella said that the plan to produce 40 percent of 
the medicines needed in this country is currently being 
implemented and the target of 20 percent has been 
achieved by now. 

The minister said that through this, it will be possible 
to save money spent on importing medicines, and this is 
expected to provide a high resolution to the ongoing dol-
lar crisis.

The 25-year-old suspect is a resident of Loluwagoda. Police said  
that he does not even have a permanent job and is addicted to 
drugs. Police said that 21 persons have been arrested in connec-
tion with this incident. A monk was first arrested in connection 
with this incident.

Guests at three wedding 
ceremonies held at a star 
hotel in Kandy have fallen ill. 

A newly wed couple who 
went to Malaysia for their 
honeymoon had also been 
admitted to a hospital in 
Malaysia over the same rea-
son. 

Health officials suspect 
that an issue with the table 
water in the hotel could be 
the cause of illness. They 

have collected water samples 
from the tank in the hotel 
and sent them to the labora-
tory in at the Peradeniya 
University for tests. They 
said the investigations have 
become difficult as they 
received the complaint after 
some delay.

People suffering from aller-
gies have received treatment 
from government as well as 
private hospitals.

He said that this step was taken due to a 
number of factors including limited fuel quota 
supplied for three-wheelers per week which is 
not sufficient to carry out their profession. 
The skyrocketing price of goods have also 
badly affected to their livelihood. 

Three drugs released to private pharmacies on ... From page 01
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Labour and Foreign Employment Minister Manusha Nanayakkara yesterday donated 
10 computers to the Sri Lanka Police  to help streamline the process of issuing Police 
Clearance Reports of migrant workers. The Human Resources Development Service of 
Korea brought  to the Minister’s attention that the delay in issuing Police Clearance 
Certificates can severely impact the securing of job contracts offered to Korean job 
aspirants.  

“Ensure healthy lives and pro-
mote well-being for all at all ages” 
is a Sustainable Development Goal 
and its Target 3.4: “By 2030, 
reduce by one third premature 
mortality from non-communicable 
diseases through prevention and 
treatment and promote mental 
health and well-being”. 

Accordingly, the Government of 
Japan will provide medical equip-
ment and technical assistance to 
improve Non-Communicable Dis-
ease Treatment Facilities at the Sri 
Jayawardenepura Government 
Hospital (SJGH) under Japanese 
Government Non- Project Grant 
Aid Programme.

Based on the request of the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka, the Govern-
ment of Japan has agreed to pro-
vide Japanese Yen 500 million 
(approximately Rs. 1,265 million) 
grant under the Japanese non-pro-
ject grant aid scheme for provision 
of equipment to improve the facili-

ties at the Sri Jayawardenepura 
Government Hospital (SJGH).

Under this grant assistance, 
Angio- CT machine, Other Radiol-
ogy equipment, Ophthalmic 
instruments, Surgical instrument 
set (stainless steel with satin fin-
ish), Fifteen Dental Units with 
accessories, Liver transplant 
Instrument set, Cardiac Catheteri-
zation Laboratory will be provided.  
This improvement at the hospital 
will facilitate for enhancing the 
quality of the care provided special-
ly to the patients with non-commu-
nicable diseases while enabling to 
provide high quality medical profes-
sional training to medical under-
graduates and postgraduates from 
National School of Nursing in Sri 
Jayawardenepura and Faculty of 
Medical Sciences of University of 
Sri Jayawardenepura. Accordingly, 
this project will eventually assist the 
development of human resources of 
the health sector in Sri Lanka.

The Exchange of Notes pertain-
ing to the above grant were 
signed by Secretary, Ministry of 
Finance, Economic Stabilization 
and National Policies K.M. Mahi-
nda Siriwardana on behalf of the 

Government of Sri Lanka and the 
Ambassador of Government of 
Japan Mizokoshi Hideaki yester-
day (August 18) at the Ministry 
of Finance, Economic Stabiliza-
tion and National Policies.

Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies Ministry Secretary 
K.M. Mahinda Siriwardana and Japanese Amabassador to Sri Lanka Mizoko-
shi Hideaki at a ceremony held at the Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabi-
lization and National Policies yesterday.

Japan provides Rs.1,265 Mn to improve NCD 
treatment facilities at Sri J'pura hospital

The Sri Lanka Army accelerated its Green 
Agriculture Drive around the country with 
multiple implementations of agriculture 
corps on different scales.

The Army recently boosted this Mega 
Drive by cultivating Kirby Cucumber on 
1,500 acres of abounded Government-owned 
lands in the General Kandakadu area with 
the human resources and agricultural 
experts of the Sri Lanka Army farm in 
Kandakadu.

The inauguration of the project was 
launched recently by joining hands with 
H.J.S Condiments Limited of the Hayleys 
Group of Companies technical aids com-
posed for the Army to succeed this Mega 
Drive.

Army Commander Lt. Gen. Vikum 
Liyanage directed the Sri Lanka Army Direc-
torate of Agriculture and Livestock and Sri 
Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Live-
stock (SLAC) to continue this green agricul-
ture drive to ensure food security with the 
use of available resources in an effective and 
efficient way.

Kirby Cucumbers are usually short and 
they're always bumpy. They have a range of 
skin colours, from yellow to dark green. Kir-
bys are wonderfully crunchy for eating raw 
but flavourful enough to be perfect for pick-
ling. Sometimes, they're even sold under the 
name "pickling cucumbers."

Representatives of the H.J.S Condiments, 
including the CEO, Director, Agriculture 
and Livestock Sri Lanka Army, a few Offic-
ers and Other Ranks of the Army, attend the 
inauguration. 

Army boosts Green Drive with 
Kirby Cucumber cultivation

Army personnel planting Kirby Cucumbers 
under the Green Agriculture Drive.

PRIYAN DE SILVA

The initiative taken by START Network 
together with CARITAS SED Galle to clear 
over 50 km of clogged irrigation canals in 
the administrative districts of Akuressa and 
Athureliya has helped avert major flooding 
in the areas with the onset of the South 
West Monsoon.

In addition to mitigating flooding through 
it's 'Cash for Work' programme, the project 
provided 10 days of employment for 560 
members of low income families, single par-
ent families and families with persons with 
special needs. It also improved the irriga-
tion system and reduced the threat from 
marauding crocodiles.

The START Network provided Rs. 20 
million for the project which was carried 
out under the guidance of  Rev Lasantha 
Sanjeewa Fonseka Director CARITAS SED 
Galle and project officers Priyantha Indunil, 
Chandima Pereira and Nayanthara Fernan-
do

The START Network also provided flood 
relief equipment and utensils to four Disas-
ter Management safety centers in the 
Akuressa and Athureliya administrative dis-
tricts and the Disaster Management Center 
in Matara.

The START Network of which Caritas Sri 
Lanka is a member is an international Non 
Government Organisation whose vision is 
to create a proactive, innovative and locally 
owned humanitarian system that enables 
the delivery of better quality humanitarian 
aid, maintains the dignity of people caught 
up in disasters and saves more lives and 
livelihoods It also provides financial infra-
structure that offers timely, efficient and 
predictable funding to support at-risk popu-
lations by empowering members with the 
necessary resources to act effectively and 
efficiently.

Initiative to mitigate 
flooding in Akuressa 
and Athureliya
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Passenger terminal facilities will be upgraded 
to better serve foreign passengers arriving in 
Colombo by sea and air, Ports, Shipping and 
Aviation Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva said. 

He made these statements at an inspection 
visit of the Passenger Terminal of the Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA) yesterday. 

The Minister also noted that the number of 
passenger vessels that have called at the 
Colombo Port according to previous years’ 
reports, have declined in number due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and recent financial reces-
sion in the country. He said that the SLPA Pas-
senger Terminal should be improved and 
upgraded with modern facilities aiming at the 
upcoming tourist arrival season to attract over-
seas travellers and tourists arriving in the 
country and more passenger vessels calling at 
the Colombo Port. 

He instructed that these facilities should 
include air-conditioned waiting rooms, modern 
sanitary facilities, a state-of-the-art duty free 
shopping complex and improved transport 
facilities. 

The Minister stated that successful discus-
sions have already been made with shipping 
lines and their local agents on encouraging pas-
senger vessels to call at the Port of Colombo 
and stated that the Marketing and Business 
Development Division of the SLPA should 
implement a large-scale internet-based strategic 
promotion programme on the matter.

“As the Subject Minister I am dedicated 

towards obtaining maximum Port sector con-
tribution to the Government’s programme to 
increase foreign revenue in the country,” Minis-
ter de Silva said.  

Secretary to the Ports, Shipping and Avia-
tion Ministry K.D.S. Ruwanchandra and SLPA 
Vice Chairman G.U.K. Algewattege also attend-
ed the inspection visit. 

Ports, Shipping and Aviation Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva during the inspection visit of the Pas-
senger Terminal of the Colombo Port. 

Passenger Terminal at Colombo 
Port to be upgraded

Sri Lanka’s national security demands 
greater attention now than at any point in 
the history of the country since independ-
ence, said Defence Secretary General 
Kamal Gunaratne on Wednesday (17).

“Sri Lanka has to keep its ‘eyes’ and 
‘minds’ open to counter all these threats 
that are at her doorstep,” he said. 

The Defence Secretary participating at 
the inaugural of the National Defence Col-
lege’s (NDC) Research Symposium 2022 
as the chief guest said that it is a great 
leap forward and hopefully the output of 
the NDC would certainly contribute 
towards facing future challenges to ensure 
lasting peace and security.

NDC Commandant Maj. Gen. Amal 
Karunasekara received the chief guest 
Gen. Gunaratne and the keynote speaker 
Lalith Weeratunga on their arrival at the 
venue. 

The maiden NDC-organized symposi-
um, which is exclusively designed to pro-
mote defence research and create an envi-
ronment to explore research ideas related 
to the discipline of National Security and 
Strategic Studies was held under the 
theme ‘Exploring Multi-nodal Security Dynam-
ics’ at the Faculty of Graduate Studies auditori-
um, General Sir John Kotelawala Defence Uni-
versity (KDU). 

Defining national security as the ability of a 
country’s government to protect its citizens, 
economy, and other institutions, the Defence 
Secretary went to say that today the scope of 
security in the context of a non-military nature 
revolves around the provision of economic secu-
rity, political security, energy security, homeland 
security, cyber security, human security, and 
environmental security, in a broader context.

Pointing at the differing modes of tactics 

used by governments to ensure national securi-
ty including political, economic, and military 
power, along with diplomacy that are commonly 
known as elements of national power, he said, 
“It has quietly moved away from its traditional-
ly centred approach of defence and military pro-
tection of sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
in protecting the country from external inva-
sions as well as internal rebellions to a more 
people-centred approach of security and safety 
of citizen which is a late 20th century phenome-
non.”

Citing the conceptual developments and 
distinction between ‘National Security’ and 
‘Human Security’, Gen. Gunaratne, while 

concerning the country’s standpoint, stat-
ed that the national security dynamics 
today includes managing global pandem-
ics, mitigating and adapting to climate 
change, maintaining clean water, main-
taining reliable food supplies, and protect-
ing the property of individuals and com-
munities, dealing with economic and 
political dilemmas as well as the ability to 
protect state sovereignty, influenced by a 
number of international actors.

Sri Lanka has become vulnerable for arms 
and drugs trafficking, illegal, unregulated 
and unreported fishing on the man-made 
cycle, whereas global warming and resulting 
sea-level rises and weather anomalies, 
increased ocean pollution and impact on 
marine eco-systems, depleted fisheries, ris-
ing of ocean temperatures and salinity, as 
natural issues that are creating problems in 
the Indian Ocean which in turn has created 
a severe impact on the security of Sri Lanka 
in the Indian Ocean, he added.

While delivering the keynote address 
Lalith Weeratunga said that the modern 
defence and security systems are now 
expected to be equipped not only for mili-

tary threats but also for non-military and hybrid 
threats.   

Research symposiums of this nature are cata-
lysts to foster networking among academia, mil-
itary top brass, and Police and also to exchange 
academic notions associated with present-day 
security issues.

Chief of Defence Staff, Tri-Forces Command-
ers, KDU Vice Chancellor, Defence Attachés, 
advisors of the friendly foreign nations and 
members of the diplomatic corps, eminent 
scholars, senior military and Police officers, 
course participants, KDU students and a large 
gathering of invitees were present.

NDC Commandant Maj. Gen. Amal Karunasekara greets 
Defence Secretary General Kamal Gunaratne, on his arrival 
at the function. 

‘National security demands greater 
attention unlike ever before’

MAHINDA P. LIYANAGE
Galle Central Spl. Corr.

A champion blood donor in Galle, a 
well-known fishery entrepreneur, was 
felicitated by Galle District Chamber 
of Commerce and Industries (GDCCI) 
and Galu Pura Lions Club at the 
Blood Donation Crusade that had 
been jointly organized by the two 
organizations on Monday (15) at the 
chamber’s auditorium at Oroppuwat-
ta, Galle.

The champion blood donor is L.M. 
Sujith of Meegoda, Wanchawala, Galle, a 
longstanding fishery entrepreneur in 

Galle who has selflessly donated blood 
on 87 times since his teens. At present 
he is 50 years of age. 

At the felicitation Sujith was present-
ed a special award together with a cash 
prize. Commenting on the success of the 
blood donation Galle District Chamber 
of Commerce and Industries Chairman 
Hemantha Gamage said 100 individuals 
voluntarily donated blood. 

Galle HQI Kapila Senapathi, GDCCI  
Secretary Ashoka Samarasinghe, the 
chamber’s ex-chairmen Ravi Kalansoor-
iya and Dhammika Lokuge  were also 
present. 

L. M. Sujith is presented with a special award. 

Galle’s champion blood donor felicitated

International airports provide exclusive 
passenger services for their premium pas-
sengers,  especially for High-Net-worth 
Individuals (HNWIs) who are looking for 
premium services at  airports.

 At present, Bandaranaike International 
Airport (BIA) offers only the Silk Route 
Service  facility for Commercially Impor-
tant Passengers on a payment basis which 
does not target the  HNWIs. 

Therefore, with the objective of serving 
the travel needs of the aviation and tour-
ism  industry, Airport and Aviation Ser-
vices (Sri Lanka) (Private) Limited 
launched its newly  established service 
product under the brand name ‘Gold 
Route’ to provide a ‘Premium  Airport 
Experience’ for its valued passengers who 
travel through the BIA. Further, this new 
service will contribute to earning addi-
tional foreign currency for the country.

 The unique feature of this service is 
that high-end passenger will be able to 
use an exclusive  route to speed up the 

arrival and departure processes with a 
premium service experience. 

At the Gold Route lounge, guests can 
experience a speedy check-in process 
including Customs,  Immigration and 
Emigration, and all other formalities. The 
Gold Route service facility at  BIA will be 
offered to passengers at US$ 200 (per 
arrival or departure) and the reservations 
could be made through www.airport.lk.

The new facility was opened at the BIA 
yesterday with the participation of Ports, 
Shipping and Aviation Minister Nimal 
Siripala de Silva, K.D.S. Ruwanchandra, 
the Secretary to the Ministry, Major Gen-
eral (Rtd.) G.A. Chandrasiri, Chairman, 
Airport and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) 
(Private) Limited, Dr. Ajith Mendis, Vice 
Chairman of Airport and Aviation Servic-
es (Sri Lanka) (Private) Limited and P.A. 
Jayakantha, the Director General of the 
Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka, and 
the key officials representing other agen-
cies.

BIA launches Gold Route 
for premium passengers

IUSF Convener,  13 arrested after march... From page 01

President to travel to Japan next month... From page 01

Ensure safe passage for GR ... From page 01

Nine petitions challenging 22nd... From page 01

Man arrested with ICE in Kotahena... From page 01

Ten SJB MPs to support... From page 01 No genuine intent...
From page 01

The petitions have cited the Attorney 
General as a Respondent. The petition-
ers challenge that certain Clauses of the 
22nd Amendment Bill of the Constitu-
tion which has been submitted to the 

Parliament on August 10 are unconsti-
tutional. The petitions cited several rul-
ings that the Bill must be  passed by a 
Two-Thirds majority in parliament and 
by the people at a referendum.

The suspect was carrying the drugs 
to hand them over to a person in 
Armour Street on the instructions 
received to him from the drug peddler 
in Qatar. 

The suspect (30) is a resident of 
Borella. The suspect with his motorcy-
cle, the drug haul and the money has 
been handed over to Kotahena Police 
for investigation.  

categorially 
denied the state-
ment made by cer-
tain print and elec-
tronic media that 
several SJB Parlia-
mentarians includ-
ing himself have 
decided to join the 
Government within 
the next few days.

“It is completely a false and 
fabricated statement. Our 
Party members have never 
taken or will never take even 
such a decision now,” Maddu-
ma Bandara said.

Speaking to Daily News 
Madduma Bandara further 
expressed his dissatisfaction 
over the planting of such 
made-up statements by cer-
tain media with the sole 
intention of gaining cheap 
publicity and said neither 
himself nor any other SJB 

MPs join this nature 
of temporary formed 
government where 
members have been 
picked from other 
political parties even 
without considering 
their abilities.

He said even the 
international commu-

nity does not accept that this 
is a people’s friendly Govern-
ment since almost all citizens 
in the country are suffering 
due to the on-going economic 
crisis.

Madduma Bandara further 
said under this current dete-
riorating economic situation 
in the country where no 
proper future plans to devel-
op the economy, it is doubt-
ful even a parliamentarian 
from any other party would 
like to join a Government in 
this nature.

aiming at forming an All Party 
Government (APG) are in pro-
gress without genuine intent.

He said that the concept of 
forming an All Party Government 
is a ruse and the President or the 
government do not have a genu-
ine interest in forming such an 
All Party Government to face the 
challenges ahead in the country. 

Dr. Jayatissa said that the objec-
tive of forming an All Party Gov-
ernment should be to run the 
country with the participation of 
all parties in parliament  for a brief 
period until the people are given 
an opportunity to elect candidates 
of their choice at an election. 

He said that Parliamentarians 
can extend their support from the 
Opposition if the government is 
for bringing democratic reforms 
and provision of relief to the pub-
lic.

The protest march was proceeding from 
Town Hall  towards Fort when the police 
blocked the march at Union Place after fir-
ing tear gas and water cannons.

Police said  warrants have also been 
issued on IUSF Convener Wasantha 
Mudalige. Actor Jehan Appuhamy has 
also been arrested by a police team. But 

after handing him over to another police 
team, an investigation is underway regard-
ing his release, a senior police officer said.

They gathered at Lipton’s Roundabout 
in the afternoon and planned to move 
towards Colombo Fort.  Police dispersed 
the crowd by using water cannons and 
tear gas.

Mervyn arrested by... From page 01

The Magistrate observed that it was 
not necessary to set bail for the suspect.
The Magistrate further stated it would be 
sufficient for the suspect to appear before 
Court on November 16.

The Criminal Investigations Depart-
ment informed the Magistrate that former 
Minister Mervyn Silva was arrested fol-
lowing advice given by the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Former Minister Mervyn Silva has been 
arrested by the Criminal Investigations 
Department today in connection with for-
cibly entering Sri Lanka Rupavahini Cor-
poration (SLRC) in 2007.

Attorney Prasad Silva appearing on 
behalf of the Mervyn Silva said that his 
client went to the Criminal Investigations 
Department following the notice issued 
by CID and then his client came to know 
that there was a complaint against him.

The Counsel stated that his 75-year-old 
client is a sick person and there is no 
need to hide as he is a social worker. He 
also requested the Magistrate to release 
him on a suitable bail.

Someone needs to call in, invite the 
main creditor nations. We will ask 
Japan to do it, President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe told Reuters in an inter-
view, adding that he would travel to 
Tokyo next month to meet Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida.

Udeeshan Jonas, chief strategist at 
Colombo-based investment bank CAL 
Group, said Wickremesinghe’s outreach 
to Japan could help secure additional 
funds after once a restructuring plan is 
agreed.

“As one of the Quad countries, Japan 

can bring India and the rest of the key 
bilateral creditors together and Sri 
Lanka can work on a restructuring plan 
that will cover a large part of the debt,”  
Jonas said, referring to the Quad group-
ing of the United States, Japan, Austral-
ia and India.

“Only China will be on the other 
side,” he said.

Wickremesinghe said talks were 
ongoing with China, and that they had 
been positive so far. Sri Lanka’s total 
bilateral debt was estimated at US$ 6.2 
billion at the end of 2020 by the IMF, 

according to a March report, with Japan 
and China holding the largest shares.

This year alone, India has poured in 
around US$ 4 billion to help keep Sri 
Lanka’s economy afloat, mainly through 
credit lines and swaps.

Sri Lanka also has US$ 14 billion of 
international sovereign bond debt. 
Besides seeking help from its allies, 
Sri Lanka is also negotiating with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
for a loan package worth between 
US$ 2 billion and US$ 3 billion, Wick-
remesinghe said.

PMB starts buying Yala paddy from farmers
The Paddy Marketing Board 

(PMB) has made all arrangements to 
start buying paddy in the Yala sea-
son from last Wednesday (17).

Agriculture Minister Mahinda 
Amaraweera told PMB Chairman 
Neil De Alwis that all activities for 
the purchase of paddy from the farm-
ers should be started from Wednes-
day (17), and that all the problems 
arising therein should be speedily 
resolved.

Accordingly, the PMB issued a cir-

cular to all regional managers regard-
ing the purchase of paddy. There are 
seven regional offices under the 
PMB and there are 310 paddy ware-
houses under it. The relevant circu-
lar has also instructed to prepare all 
the equipment related to the pur-
chase of paddy, such as moisture 
measuring equipment, weighing 
equipment, etc. Arrangements were 
made to display banners related to 
buying paddy in front of all ware-
houses and regional offices.

Harvesting of paddy in the Yala 
season has been completed in several 
districts and harvesting has started in 
several other districts. Therefore, 
paddy buying activities will be start-
ed only in the areas where paddy har-
vesting has been completed and 
where it has started. The PMB Chair-
man says that with the commence-
ment of harvesting in the remaining 
areas, necessary arrangements have 
been made to start buying paddy 
from those farmers as well.

return of former President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa to the country during an offi-
cial meeting between the President and 
the SLPP representatives held at the 
Presidential Secretariat yesterday.   

He said that it is the foremost request 
of his party from the President.   

Former Minister Basil Rajapaksa reit-
erated that the SLPP will extend sup-
port to the President unreservedly to 
get the country out of present economic 
crisis.   

The members of the Maha Sangha 
including Most Ven. Ittepane Dhamma-

lankara Thera had made the same 
request from the President.   

Minister Prasanna Ranatunga, SLPP 
General Secretary Sagara Kariyawasam, 
Parliamentarians Rohitha Abeyguna-
wardena, Johnston Fernando, Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi, Namal Rajapaksa and 
Sanjeewa Edirimanna participated in the 
meeting on behalf of the SLPP.   

President’s Chief of Staff Sagala Rat-
nayake, UNP Chairman Wajira Abey-
wardena, Deputy Leader Ruwan Wijew-
ardene, Shamal Seneviratne participated 
in the meeting. 



DNpage 5F R I D A Y ,  A U G U S T  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2 NEWS

Principal of Alubomul-
la S. Mahinda National 
School I.A.D Lakshman 
Jayalath , 56, passed 
away  on Wednesday fol-
lowing a brief illness.  
He has   served a number 
of schools in the district 
including Bandaragama 
National School.  I.A.D. 
Lakshaman was assis-
tant principal of 
Bandaragama National 
School before being appointed as Principal of 
Alubomulla S. Mahinda Vidyalaya. 

A  well-known teacher in the area, Lakshman 
was serving as the principal of Nawalanka Dham-
ma School established by Tibetan monk S. Mahi-
nda Thera for years .  He focused on the disci-
pline and academic activities of the students 
alike.  The Alubomulla National School won  
many accolades in many fields under his able 
guidance.  The funeral will take place today at 
Bandaragama Crematorium at 7 p.m.  Cortege 
leaves residence at S. Mahinda Mawatha , 
Alubomulla at 1.30 p.m. today and remains will 
be brought to the Alubomulla S. Mahinda Vidya-
laya at 3.30 p.m. for the students , academic staff 
and the parents to pay their last respect. 

Principal I.A.D Lakshman 
Jayalath 

Well-known teacher and
Principal of Alubomulla 
S. Mahinda National School 
passes away

The Colombo Crimes Division, which is 
conducting investigations regarding the block-
ing of the Parliament entrance road from Pol-
duwa Junction on July 13 and the assault on 
two army soldiers and the seizure of two T56 

weapons, is seeking the public's assistance in 
uncovering the identity of 37 persons. 

The Police Headquarters released the pho-
tos of 16 people to the media to identify them 
on August 5th. The Police Media Spokes-

man's Office requests the public to contact 
the police on 071-8591733, 071-2685151 or 
on the short number 1997, if they have any 
information regarding the persons  in these 
photos.

Police release photos of those wanted for
Polduwa Junction incident

Land Survey Council
(Established under the Survey Act No. 17 of 2002)

01.  Applications are entertained from both men and women for the post 
of Secretary, Land Survey Council. Applicants should be citizens of 
Sri Lanka. They should have the minimum qualifications of a Degree 
obtained from a university or an Institution recognized by the University 
Grants Commission. Also should have at least one year experience 
after graduation, in the management level from a Government or Semi 
Government Organization.

02.  The applicants should be between 22 and 45 years of age on 09.09.2022. 
They should be of excellent character and should be mentally and 
physically fit to undertake responsibilities and duties that will be assigned 
to the Secretary of the Land Survey Council.

03.  The duties assigned to the Secretary could be obtained from our Website 
www.landsurveycouncil.org

04.  The vacancy is for one post and the selection will be by an interview. The 
applications received will be processed to shortlist a selected number to 
be called for an interview. Any type of influence will be a disqualification.

05. The salary scale for this post is as given below.
 MM-1-1 : Rs. 53,175 - 10x1,375 - 15x1,910 = 95,575

06.  The appointment is permanent and is subjected to a probationary period 
of 3 years. He/She will be entitled to Employees' Provident Fund and 
Employees' Trust Fund.

07.  The applicants should prepare their own application form to give his/her 
full name, address, date of birth, educational qualifications, professional 
qualifications, experience if available, any knowledge in Computer 
Literacy. The applications should be sent to the "Chairman, Land 
Survey Council, No. 150, Bernard Soyza Mawatha, Colombo 5" by 
Registered Post to be received on or before 09.09.2022. Late applications 
will not be entertained. The left-hand top corner of the envelope should 
be marked "Application for the post of Secretary". All copies (not 
originals) of educational, professional and experience certificates, copy 
of birth certificate and copy of National Identity Card should be attached 
with the application.

 A. Dissanayake
 Chairman
 Land Survey Council
15.08.2022

Calling for Applications for the post of Secretary
in the "Middle Level Management Service" Group
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CHANDRA EDIRISURIYA  

T
here is much talk today about 
overcoming the current eco-
nomic crisis some of which is 
frivolous and confusing the 
people abusing the hallowed 

freedom of expression nurtured by the indig-
enous culture based on Buddhism, a corner-
stone of which is the spirit of inquiry long 
before it was found to be a sine qua non of 
philosophical excellence. During the days of 
the European Renaissance of around 1500 
the so-called activists were still active for no 
cause after the real strugglers performed 
their task.  

One such activist a lawyer of all profes-
sionals in a context when there are lawyers 
and lawyers told a rabble rousing TV chan-
nel nakedly anti-President Ranil Wickremes-
inghe because he did not give a National List 
slot to its founder that he did not see a con-
stitutional solution to the present political 
question thereby implying that he is for an 
extra-legal course which if successful would 
be legal and if not criminal.  

All this talk also not only by university 
students, trade unionists but also by those 
of the myriad of political parties, some of 
which feign to be revolutionary, is manifest-
ly utter nonsense because a revolution is 
not generally talked about but rather some-
thing one would get up with in the morning 
and as we are all aware of attempts begin-
ning with the abortive Catholic coup d’etat 
of 1962 attempting to bring back the colo-
nial era after1505, the 1971 Insurrection 
and the 1988-89 Subversion ended in a fias-
co as the actors were only rebels masquer-
ading as revolutionaries.  

Today’s pseudo-revolutionaries are only 
bringing shame upon our Sinhala kings of 
yore among whom there were real revolu-
tionaries too, one in the person of Kutakan-
natissa (41-19 BCE) who put the infamous 
queen Anula to death by setting fire to the 
palace in which she led a dissolute life, 
ascended the throne himself and restored 
order and good governance once more 
although such acts can never be condoned in 
the present context.  

Some of our politicians, too, who have 
proliferated as pavement hawkers forming 
three-wheeler or even push bicycle parties, 
trying to show that politics is a rocket sci-
ence which only the fat-bellied can compre-
hend bring disgrace upon the Sinhala kings 

of yore. Just describing the work of two of 
our insignificant kings Sena I (833-853) and 
Sena II (853-887) or their comparatively 
long reigns would suffice to prove the point.  

When the Pandyas invaded the country 

during the first decade of the reign of Sena I 
although the country fell under their suzerain-
ty and the Sinhala king had to flee to Trinco-
malee to escape to the Srivijaya kingdom of 
Malaya accepting the proposal of the Pandya 

monarch entered into a treaty to pay indemnity 
thereby saving Sri Lanka from foreign domina-
tion. It is amazing that the king largely accom-
plished the task of rebuilding the capital Anu-
radhapura, founded a large monastery on Riti-
gala or the Pansakulika (ascetic) Bhikkhus and 
constructed several other religious buildings: 
his queen, the princes and the ministers fol-
lowed the king’s example.  

His nephew and successor Sena II to avenge 
the defeat his predecessor had suffered jump-
ing at the opportunity of invading the Pandya 
kingdom on invitation by the aspirant to its 
throne emerged victorious and recovered the 
royal treasure of the Sinhala kings as well as 
the gold and the jewels of the monasteries 
which the Pandyas had carried away twenty 
years earlier. In University of Ceylon: A Con-

cise History of Ceylon C.W. Nicholas says: 
“The victory over Pandya did not make the 
Sinhalese king complacent about the security 
of Ceylon. He feared some retaliation because 
he strengthened the coast guard service and 
the other defensive measures on the coast 
and ‘made the island hard to subdue by the 
foe’.  

 The remaining twenty-six years of the 
reign of Sena II were a period of peace and 
affluence. The king endowed the monasteries, 
built new shrines and gave alms liberally. In 
irrigation he extended the Minipe scheme on 
the Mahaweli Ganga and constructed a feeder 
canal to augment the supply of Maha-
kanadarawa tank near Mihintale.”  

It would have been well for politicians who 
worked within the dispensation of Parliamen-
tary democracy post-Independence, to have 
taken a leaf from the book of the majority of 
the Sinhala kings of yore who answered the 
description of European benevolent despots 
such as long reigning Empress Catherine the 
Great (1762-1796) and Emperor Peter the 
Great (1682-1725) of Russia and Emperor 
Frederick the Great (1740-1786) of Prussia.  

It is fervently hoped that President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe who for all intents and pur-
poses is well and truly representative of the 
entire populace through Parliament elected 
by the people and so well-read as not to lose 
anything by the wanton incineration by ruffi-
ans of his cherished possession, his library 
will emulate his royal forefathers for the re-
building of Sri Lanka.    

LESSONS TO LEARN FROM 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF SINHALA KINGS

President Ranil Wickremesinghe

T
he issue of demurrage was in 
the news recently with news 
that fuel ships that could not 
be unloaded incurred consider-
able demurrage entailing a fur-

ther drain in foreign exchange.   
This case concerns a writ application in 

the Court of Appeal (Fonnys Pvt Ltd. V Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority - SLR - 108, Vol 2 of 
2004 [2004] LKCA 44; (2004) 2 Sri LR 108 
(17 September 2004)) with regard to a con-
signment of industrial off-road tyres.   

The Court of Appeal judgement 
records the case antecedents as follows: 

“The petitioner imported from Israel a 
consignment of industrial off-road tyres val-
ued at US$ 25,238 which is equivalent to Rs, 
1,621,412.41 at the rate of exchange prevail-
ing at the time of the filing of this applica-
tion. The petitioner states that its represent-
atives were informed by the Valuation 
Department of the Sri Lanka Customs that 
the consignment cannot be cleared since the 
documents have been referred to the Preven-
tive Division of the Sri Lanka Customs for 
their approval.   

The petitioner complains that the Preven-
tive Division of the Sri Lanka Customs took 
63 days to satisfy itself that there was no 
under-valuation of the goods, and the peti-
tioner was allowed to clear the said consign-
ment only on 2nd June 1998. It is common 
ground that the petitioner made representa-
tions to the Director-General of Customs 
that the petitioner should not be burdened 
with payment of port demurrage charges for 
the said period.”   

When the petitioner’s representative went 
to the port to clear the goods he received a 
letter from a Port Authority official stating 
that penal rent should be waived, but basic 

rent and port charges should be levied. Basi-
cally, a lot of demurrage there.   

The petitioner sought among other relief:   
(a) a writ of certiorari quashing the order 

and / or decision made by the 2nd respond-
ent as evidenced by the endorsement made 
by him on the letter dated 6th July 1998 
marked as I;   

(b) a writ of mandamus ordering the 1st 
and 2nd respondents to release the consign-
ment referred to in the said letter marked as 
‘I’ on payment of the relevant port handling 
charges.   

The Minister in charge of Ports and Ship-
ping had issued a letter and it was the posi-
tion of the petitioner that this letter has 
approved a waiver of rent and not just penal 
rent — all types of demurrage, and rent.   

The Appeal Court judgement goes onto 
explain the difference between penal rent 
or demurrage and other regular rents in 
the following terms: 

“The ‘demurrage rent’ referred to in the 
said letter marked as H is in respect of 
‘penal charges’ as appearing in the SLPA 
Tariff Guide marked as ‘2R2'. Accordingly, it 
is contended by the respondents that as only 
‘penal rent’ or what is commonly referred to 
as the ‘demurrage rent’ have been waived, 

the petitioner is liable to pay the basic rent 
and port handling charges to the SLPA, 
which has been calculated at Rs. 147,000 as 
evidenced by the documents marked ‘2R4a’ 
to ‘2R4c'.”   

What is demurrage? The Court judgement 
went so far as to quote the Oxford dictionary 
with regard to what demurrage is, and what it 
entails.   

“The Oxford Dictionary (10th Edition) page 
381 defines ‘demurrage’ as “a charge payable to 
the owners of a chartered ship in respect of 
delay in loading and discharging”. In Krishna 
Mining Co. Ltd. v Pan Islamic Steamship Co. 
Ltd Nimal Dissanayake J., defined the term as 
“damages payable by the charterer for the delay 
caused over and above the agreed time for dis-
charging or loading.”   

In a decided case (Tajit & Co (Pvt) Ltd v Sri 
Lanka Port Authority and Two others) the 
Director General of Customs has recommended 
that because the Customs Department delayed a 
certain consignment, demurrage should be 
waived. However, the Court of Appeal did not 
agree.   

In the case under review, the Court of 
Appeal cited the Tajit case in judgement in 
the following manner:   

“It is true that according to P3 the Director-
General of Customs has suggested to the Ports 
Authority that the petitioner should be given 
some relief in respect of the consignment as 
there was no customs violation committed. It is 
observed that the concession suggested by the 
Director-General of Customs should be consid-
ered in the light of the provisions of section 38 
(1) of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority Act which 
deals with ‘Recovery of charges in arrears.'”   

After analysing the provisions of section 

38 of the Act, His Lordship concluded as fol-
lows: 

“From the above, it is clear that the 1st 
respondent has the statutory authority to levy 
port charges, irrespective of whether the goods 
were seized by the Customs or not. In the cir-
cumstances, the rejection by the Ports Authority 
of the request made by the Director-General of 
Customs to waive part of the port charges can-
not be considered as illegal or arbitrary.”   

As can be seen, the entreaties by the Director 
General of Customs were ignored by the Ports 

Authority, and the Court of Appeal did not see 
anything wrong with that. Though it is not stat-
ed anywhere in that judgement in those specific 
terms, it appears that the Court goes by strict 
adherence to the Sri Lanka Port Authority Act.   

Nowhere does the Act state that any delays 
due to the work of other Government depart-
ments should be compensated by waiver of 
demurrage of rent. It appears that the reasoning 
is that the Ports have to do their job and that 
those who use their services have to expect — 
and plan for delays — such as Customs delays if 
and when they occur. i.e: these are par for the 
course, and cannot be reasons for denying the 
Port Authority rents and other fees they charge 
for their services.   

In conclusion the judgement observed: 
“It is important to note that this question of 

interpretation arises in the context of a letter 
written by an officer of the Government for the 
purpose of communicating a decision of a Min-
ister in regard to a matter for which there is no 
express statutory provision. In fact, learned 
State Counsel has stressed that there is no 
express provision in the Sri Lanka Port Authori-
ty Act, No. 51 of 1979 for waiving any of the 
charges that may otherwise be levied by the said 
Authority, and that the Authority could have in 
law ignored the decision of the Minister to 
waive ‘demurrage rent’ communicated to the 
petitioner by the letter dated 6th July 1998 
marked ‘H'”.   

For the foregoing reasons the court decided 
to dismiss the application of the petitioner for 
the twin writs of certiorari and mandamus 
with cost fixed at Rs. 12,000 payable by the 
petitioner. 

Demurrage as unavoidable as death and taxes?

When the petitioner’s representative went to the port 
to clear the goods he received a letter from a Port 
Authority official stating that penal rent should be 

waived, but basic rent and port charges should be 
levied. Basically, a lot of demurrage there.     

When the Pandyas invaded the country during the first 
decade of the reign of Sena I although the country fell 
under their suzerainty and the Sinhala king had to flee 
to Trincomalee to escape to the Srivijaya kingdom of 

Malaya accepting the proposal of the Pandya monarch 
entered into a treaty to pay indemnity thereby saving 

Sri Lanka from foreign domination.
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IRANGIKA RANGE 

Transport, Highways and Mass Media Min-
ister Dr. Bandula Gunawardana yesterday 
inspected the housing units which are being 
constructed currently under the Malapalla 
Apartment project at Kottawa for the people, 
who have lost their homes due to the Kelani 
Valley Railway expansion project.

A program has been implemented under 
the Ministry of Transport to evict the illegal 
residents of the railway reserve from 
Maradana to Padukka and provide them with 
houses in appropriate places in order to 

upgrade Kelani Valley Railway line into a dou-
ble track.

Under this project, 120 new houses are cur-
rently being constructed in the Kottawa-
Malapalla area for the people who have evict-
ed from homes in the Kelani Valley line 
belonging to the Railway Department.

A meeting between Prime Minister 
Dinesh Gunawardena and Pakistan High 
Commissioner Major General Umar Farooq 
Burki took place on August 17 at the Prime 
Minister’s Office in Colombo.

The High Commissioner confirmed that 
Sri Lanka will continue to receive the coop-
eration of his country, as the two countries 
have a long and strong friendly relation-
ship.

The Prime Minister expressed his grati-
tude to Pakistan for its consistent support 
at international platforms to protect the 

sovereignty of Sri Lanka.  They held a 
lengthy exchange of views on the possibili-
ties of developing relations in the fields of 
commerce, investment, education, technol-
ogy, tourism, farming and dairy produc-
tion.

The Prime Minister requested Sri Lan-
kan Buddhists to be provided with the 
necessary facilities to visit the ancient Bud-
dhist pilgrimage centers including Taxila.

Anura Dissanayake, Secretary to the 
Prime Minister also participated in this 
discussion.

Pakistan assures continued 
support to Sri Lanka

Minister Bandula inspects 
housing units in Kottawa 

NIMAL WIJESINGHE
Anuradhapura Additional District Group Corr.

Fisheries Minister Douglas Devanan-
da during a fact-finding tour of all major 
fisheries harbours located along the 
North Western and Western coastal belt 
said that a Cabinet paper would be put 
up to get Cabinet approval for making 
necessary amendments to out-of-date 
laws and regulations in the existing 
Fisheries Act. 

The Fisheries Minister visited the 
Kalpitiya, Puttalam, Chilaw, Udappuwa 
and Negombo fisheries harbours where 
he had several discussions with the offi-
cials and the fishermen, which mainly 
focused on the acute scarcity of kero-
sene oil. 

The owners of multi-day fishing ves-
sels in Kalpitiya brought to the notice of 
the Minister that the ban imposed on 
their vessels prohibiting prawn fishing 
is not justifiable. Minister Devananda 
admitted that such acts caused big loss-
es to the fishermen as well as a signifi-
cant loss of foreign exchange that could 
be earned from the prawn export busi-
ness. 

Minister Devananda during the obser-
vation tour instructed the officials con-
cerned to accelerate the improvements 
to the Kalpitiya harbour’s breakwater, 
which is being extended by 75 metres. 

He promised the fishing community 
in Udappuwa to take action without 
delay to stop erosion in the Udappuwa 
maritime area. During his visit to the 
Negombo fisheries harbour, the Fisher-
ies Minister instructed the Ceylon Fish-
ery Harbours Corporation General Man-
ager Janaka Mudalige to finalize the 
plan for the deepening of the fisheries 
harbour. 

At a meeting with the Negombo fish-
ing community Minister Devananda 
pledged to end the kerosene oil scarcity 
in the fisheries industry. He said that it 
was a serious problem to provide kero-
sene oil to nearly 27,000 fishing boats 
in the country, out of the limited quota 
being allocated for the fisheries indus-
try.

Fisheries Minister Douglas Devananda during 
his recent inspection tour of major fisheries 
harbours located along the North Western 
and Western coastal belt. 

Fisheries Act 
to be amended 
to boost the 
industry

(Ministry of Power & Energy, Provincial Roads, Housing & 
Construction, Water Supply and Drainage, Social Welfare and 
Urban & Estate Infrastructure Facilities  - Western Province)

Bid No : PRDA/WP/PRO/2022/20R

Open Bids are invited from Land Lords by the Chairman of the Procure-
ment Committee to obtain a single or two storeyed with furniture on rent 
basis for a period of one year, suitable to be used for purposes of this 
Authority.

The proposed house should be located at Nugegoda, Battaramulla, Pagoda, 
Nawala, Koswatte, Medawelikada, Rajagiriya, Kohuwala, Boralesgamuwa, 
Kirulapone, Wellawatte, Thimbirigasyaya or an area surrounding Colombo. 
Also, it should be of 1500 - 2000 sq.ft. approximately with 03/04 rooms. 
There should be parking space to park around 2 vehicles at a time and an 
uninterrupted accessway. The award of bid will be effected by considering 
quotations submitted and the Government valuation.

Issuance of Bids 

Relevant bid documents could be obtained from 22.08.2022 to 02.09.2022 
from the Procurement Division of this offi ce from 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 
on working days of the week upon payment of a non-refundable form fee 
of Rs. 1,000 + 12% VAT or could be downloaded from the Internet www.
prda.wp.gov.lk

Tender Forms so downloaded should be submitted along with the security 
deposit and the receipt obtained from the Bank of Ceylon for the payment 
of the Tender Form Fee and a sum of Rs. 3,120.00.

Receiving and Opening of Bids

Perfected bid documents should either be sent by Registered Post  or de-
posited in the Tender Box kept at the 2nd Floor of the following address 
before 2.30 p.m. on 05.09.2022. (The top left-hand corner of the envelope 
should be marked as "Supply of a House on Rent Basis".)

Account No. 71752231 Bank of Ceylon - Aluthkade Branch.

Chairman
Procurement Committee
Provincial Road Development Authority (W.P.),
No. 59, St. Sebastian Hill,
Colombo 12.

Telephone No : 0115676903

PROVINCIAL ROAD DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY (W.P.)

PROCUREMENT NOTICE

PROVISION OF A HOUSE ON RENTAL BASIS
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Waste no more time arguing about 
what a good man should be. Be one. 

- Marcus Aurelius

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

The move by President Ranil Wickremesinghe to 
establish a Committee to go into all appoint-
ments and/or replacements of Heads of State 

sector organisations is a sound one indeed that 
would ensure merit over anything else to be the cri-
terion in all such selections.  

It would also ensure an independent assessment of 
the capabilities and competence of the prospective 
candidates usually recommended by the Minister 
concerned. Presently all such appointments are 
made based on affiliations to the Ministers/politi-
cians concerned and/or personal loyalty. Needless to 
say, this is hardly the recipe for efficiency or pro-
gress.  

Earlier, former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa too 
appointed such a body to vet selections to top posts 
in the State Sector including Ministry Secretaries. 
However, this only proved to be a cosmetic exercise, 
with mostly square pegs in round holes placed in 
important positions. The Public Service was packed 
with retired military officers with no inkling of the 
subjects they were entrusted to oversee, and hand-
picked Viyath Maga followers, who proffered wrong 
and hasty advice that is at least partly responsible 
for the present crisis.  

The mammoth losses suffered by 52 State Sector 
ventures as detailed in our editorial yesterday shows 
to what extent inefficiency and mismanagement had 
led to this state of affairs. Needless to say, the 
appointment of misfits, toadies and yes men to top 
bureaucratic positions in the State Sector spelled 
ruin for these bodies for which the country is paying 
a heavy price today. This is because loyalty took 
precedence over skills and ability with the rulers 
doing as they please.  

It is well known that in most State Sector bodies under 
the last Government, friends and relatives of the rul-
ing clan ruled the roost, drawing fat salaries and 
giving nothing in return. Many a State body was run 
to the ground due to such thoughtless acts.  

The new Committee, it is hoped, would ensure that 
the right man/woman is appointed for the job and 
merit alone would be the criterion in all such selec-
tions. The country has been brought to its knees by 
the callous decisions of the rulers in making ill-
advised appointments to responsible positions in 
Government. Not just in State bodies, but all appoint-
ments to top posts should be guided by merit and 
ability including postings to our foreign missions.  

The newspapers are full of accounts of the doings of 
a so-called diplomat to a powerful Western nation 
during an earlier presidency which brought shame 
and dishonour to the country. We can do without 
such types and only the very best from among our 
career diplomats should be appointed for posting to 
important countries.  

According to the news item on the appointment of the 
Committee, any appointment as Head of a State 
Corporation, Statutory Board or a State-Owned 
Enterprise (SOE) should first have the approval of 
the Committee. Similarly removal or replacements of 
serving Heads of such bodies too should receive the 
approval of the Committee, in case the Ministers 
wish to make such changes.  

This would also ensure that no arbitrary decision is 
taken by a new Minister to remove the serving Head 
of a Government body that will come under him or 
her (new Minister), who could then be replaced by 
the Minister's favourite, sometimes unjustly.  

The decision taken by the President to ensure tight 
control of expenditure in all State Sector organisa-
tions too is a positive step and would lead to a dras-
tic reduction of waste and profligacy in Government 
spending. Especially the abuse of official vehicles 
and renting out of vehicles by Heads of Government 
bodies when there are vehicles already available in 
the pool should come under the sharp scrutiny of the 
Presidential Secretariat.  

Also the move taken to hold the Heads of Depart-
ments accountable for any overspending too is a 
good one and will act as a deterrent against splash-
ing around as most State Sector organisations do at 
present. In fact, under the Yahapalanaya too there 
was a similar move to hold to account the Heads of 
Government Departments responsible for excess 
spending and in the case of recruitment above the 
required cadre, to get the Head of Department to 
pay such salaries out of his/her own pocket. It is not 
known what became of this project.   

It will also be a sound move to get all Heads of State 
Sector organisations to give an account of their per-
formances during a given period of time and if found 
wanting, they should be replaced pronto. Today, it is 
known that with a very few exceptions Heads of 
State bodies are warming their seats while drawing 
fat salaries. A progress report of the work performed 
should be demanded periodically from all Chairper-
sons and Directors.  

Private sector organisations are run efficiently and 
profitably because such requirements are mandato-
ry and those who fall back on the job invariably get 
fired, perhaps on the spot. The problem with the 
State sector is that the Head of the State body con-
cerned more often than not is a stooge of the Minis-
ter or another top politician and is invariably pro-
tected. This is why the Committee appointed to 
oversee appointments should be extra vigilant. 

A sound step  
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P
rime Minister Dinesh 
Gunawardena stressed 
that Sri Lanka’s biggest 
asset is its strategic loca-
tion and the prime inter-

est of the Government is to keep the 
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace for 
free commercial navigation. The coun-
try has no interest whatsoever to get 
involved in regional or international 
power games. Sri Lanka treats every 
nation as a friend, while zealously 
guarding the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of the country.  

In his first interview to a foreign 
news service, Prime Minister Guna-
wardena told Tomomi Asano of the 
Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shim-
bun that since ancient times the ports 
in Sri Lanka were popular with com-
mercial vessels of the traders and the 
country continued to provide facilities 
to vessels from all corners of the 
world. Even today, vessels of many 
countries call on Sri Lankan ports and 
occasionally there are Naval crafts call-
ing on for replenishments, joint mili-
tary exercises or on friendly calls. 
During all these Sri Lanka strictly 
maintains the condition that such vis-
its are not directed against the inter-
ests of a third country as Sri Lanka 
strictly adhere to its policy of neutral-
ity.  

This policy has displayed its practi-
cality once again, when there were 
some apprehensions about the entry 
of Chinese satellite tracking ship Yuan 
Wang 5 to Hambantota Port and those 
fears were smoothened by frank dis-
cussions with all the parties con-
cerned.  

Though the permission was given in 
June 2022 for the vessel to enter the 
Port on August 11 and remain until 
16th, Sri Lanka requested for its defer-
ment as it was essential to sort out 
reasons with India and the United 
States regarding their expressed con-
cerns. The positive outcome of high 
level official consultations resulted in 
solving those issues and then it was 
intimated to China that the vessel 
could enter Hambantota Port on 

August 16. The talks succeeded as 
there is a very good understanding 
between Sri Lanka and its immediate 
neighbour India as well as the United 
States.   

The friendship and cooperation 
with India was further stressed when 
Vice Chief of the Indian Navy Vice 
Admiral SN Ghormade came to 
Colombo earlier this week to hand 
over a maritime surveillance Dornier 
aircraft to the Sri Lankan Navy. The 
aircraft was provided to Sri Lanka 
from the inventory of the Indian Navy 
to help the country meet its immedi-
ate security requirement. The Indian 
Navy has already provided extensive 
training to a team from Sri Lanka 
Navy and the Air Force to operate the 
maritime surveillance aircraft.   

Indian media, quoting highly placed 
defence source, said, “Sri Lanka has 
been a key partner of India and we will 
continue to expand our bilateral 
defence cooperation in the months 
and years to come.” The source added 
that the participation of President 
Ranil Wickremesinghe at the handing-
over ceremony, was a clear signal 
about expanding strategic ties 
between the two countries. India will 
provide to Sri Lanka two Dornier air-
craft which were being manufactured 
by the Government-owned aerospace 
major Hindustan Aeronautics Limit-
ed.  

At the handing-over ceremony Pres-
ident Wickremesinghe thanked India 
for gifting a Dornier aircraft to 
enhance Sri Lanka Navy's maritime 
surveillance capabilities and bolster 
the India-Sri Lanka defence ties. He 
said that history has brought both 
nations together like two sides of the 
same coin and the two countries must 
forge ahead together. “This is the start 

of cooperation between our Air Force, 
Navy and Indian Navy in maritime 
surveillance.”  

The aircraft will be flown and main-
tained by 15 Sri Lanka Air Force crew 
who were specifically trained in India 
for four months. The team consists of 
pilots, observers, engineering officers 
and technicians. They will be super-
vised by the Indian technical team 
attached to the Sri Lanka Air Force. 
The team would undertake compre-
hensive supervision of aircraft, air-
frame, aircraft support equipment, 
ground support equipment, and rele-
vant documents and would ascertain 
the serviceability of all the assets.   

Indian defence sources said it was 
significant that the Dornier was hand-
ed over to Sri Lanka a day before a 
high-tech Chinese satellite tracking 
ship docks at Hambantota Port.  

The world's attention to foreign ves-
sels and aircraft entering Sri Lanka in 
the last few days did not limit to the 
Chinese vessel and Indian aircraft. 
Pakistan's newly-commissioned Chi-
nese-built frigate PNS Taimur docked 
at the Colombo Port on last Friday for 
a couple of days and a section of Indi-
an media inaccurately reported that 
the vessel took part in Sri Lanka-
Pakistan joint ‘war games’.   

Immediately Sri Lanka Navy reject-
ed the fallacious media reports that it 
was holding war games with a Paki-
stani warship docked at the Colombo 
Port but confirmed that it would hold 
a “Passage Exercise” in the Western 
seas with PNS Taimur as it leaves the 
port. Sri Lanka allowed PNS Taimur 
to make a port call in Colombo while 
on its way to join the Pakistan Navy 
fleet after the Bangladesh Govern-
ment denied it permission to dock at 
Chattogram Port as August is a month 

of mourning for Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina as her father, Sheikh 
Mujib-ur-Rehman was assassinated on 
August 15, 1975.  

Indian defence analysts are of the 
opinion that there was no need for 
India to worry about the entry of Chi-
nese ships to ports in South Asia. Two 
analysts, Sameer Patil and Don 
McLain Gill argued that the unfolding 
situation may impede China’s intent to 
increase its regional strategic influ-
ence and power projection. In an arti-
cle in Diplomat magazine, they argued 
that critical indicators of the strategic 
influence of an extra-regional power 
lie in its ability to sustain bilateral 
military exercises and operationalize 
defence cooperation with regional 
states.  

“While China has emerged as a 
major arms exporter to the region 
(primarily Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar), it has not been able to 
expand military exchanges and other 
facets of defence cooperation with 
South Asian states,” Patil and Gill said 
in a joint write-up.  

Citing India’s growing material 
capabilities and its geographic prox-
imity, the regional experts said most 
South Asian states too have found it 
prudent to not overtly engage in 
actions with extra-regional states that 
may directly upset the regional bal-
ance of power. “Therefore, China’s 
attempts to convert its growing pres-
ence into strategic influence to offset 
India’s leadership role in the region 
received a setback,” they said.  

Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawarde-
na emphasized the importance of ties 
with India last week. “The deep, long-
standing ties between our two coun-
tries have promoted our common 
strategies for development and 
enriched our cultures”, he said in a 
letter to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on the occasion of India’s 75th 
Independence Anniversary last Mon-
day. “We are also bound by the com-
mon beliefs of peace, harmony and 
solidarity of the region and world at 
large,” he said.  

Our strong partnership – built on 
the foundation of shared democratic 
values has never been more impor-
tant, Prime Minister Gunawardena 
said and assured, “We look forward to 
continued close cooperation to build 
better, safer and more prosperous 
lives for the peoples of our two coun-
tries.”    

BALANCING ACT TO PROTECT 
SOVEREIGNTY AND FRIENDSHIP
Sugeeswara 

Senadhira

'Yuan Wang 5' at the Hambantota International Port. Picture by Sulochana Gamage

Tomomi Asano of the Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun clicking a photo of 
Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena during the interview.
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President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe explains how 

he plans to help Sri Lanka’s 
recovery in an interview with 
The Economist  in Colombo on 

August 14, 2022.  

Excerpts from the interview:  

The Economist: Thank you very much 
for taking the time to see us, Mr. Wick-
remesinghe. The last time we were here 
was three weeks ago, when it was obvi-
ous that this was a country in crisis. We 
got in last night and the vibe has 
changed tremendously. It’s visible on the 
street, on the way in from the airport. 
What has happened since July 21st to 
have caused that change?  

Ranil Wickremesinghe:  Firstly, I 
think people wanted law and order. 
A lot of people are losing out…
employed people couldn’t go to 
work. They had complaints about 
the Government, but when Presi-
dent Gotabaya [Rajapaksa, Mr. 
Wickremesinghe’s predecessor] left, 
they were willing to give us another 
chance. 

The election of the President went 
constitutionally, Parliament voted, 
and has taken on the existing Cabi-
net so that we can call for an All-
Party Government, with people from 
outside within the committee sys-
tem. We will devise some new mech-
anisms for that. People know that we 
are going in for a tough time. And 
they want to get out of it as soon as 
possible. Even those that supported 
the Aragalaya [the protest move-
ment], from about the end of May, 
they were getting tired of [the 
chaos]. And they didn’t expect the 
violence that took place on the 9th 
and the 13th.  

TE: Concretely though, there’s obvi-
ously more fuel in the country, the QR 
code system seems to be a big success, 
the fuel queues have vanished. There are 
more cars and auto rickshaws on the 
street. What steps have been taken in 
the past three weeks to have changed 
the mood of the country?  

RW: Well, first, we had to tackle 
the fuel issue. Second was the fact 
that we were reaching out to every-
one. Even peaceful protesters in the 
Aragalaya were welcomed. We are 
willing to establish people’s assem-
blies to look at all the changes to be 
made. The new standing order for 
oversight committees makes room 
for four youth representatives. And 
they can ask questions, with the 
permission of the chairman. And 
while they can’t subscribe to the 
report, they can have their views 
recorded in it. And the Parliament 
itself is grappling with ensuring that 
all the parties in the all-party admin-
istration can work together.  

TE: You’ve said it’s very important to 
you to form that kind of Government. 
What’s so important about it? And what 
makes it problematic?  

RW: Well there’s a big crisis here. 
So how do we even get parties to 
work together? I’ve taken the lead in 
pushing the 22nd Amendment [to 
reduce the powers of the Executive 
Presidency], which is what they all 
wanted. So we will bring that in. And 
then you can set a new study for a 
new constitution, if they want. 

I brought that together with the 
select committee, the oversight com-
mittee system, plus a new National 
Council, modelled on something like 
the European Council. Also, we will 
try to get behind a common mini-
mum programme so that the Govern-
ment knows that we have party sup-
port. Other issues can be discussed 
regularly, once a month. 

That’s to get the party leaders in. I 
said that I’m willing to have some of 
the chairmen of the oversight com-
mittees invited to Cabinet as and 
when necessary.  

TE: What have been the obstacles in 
setting up this All-Party Government?  

RW: We’re only in discussions and 
every party is now in different 
groups. It’s not merely a question of 
parties, but groups and their point of 
view. The responsibility for the coun-
try coming out of the crisis lies with 
Parliament. I refer even the IMF 
proposals to Parliament. If anyone 
has better proposals, certainly we 
look at them. Otherwise we have to 
go ahead with what we have.  

TE: You’ve been very honest in recent 
weeks about how difficult it’s going to 
be, and what needs to happen to reduce 
the deficit and get back to a primary 
surplus, to reduce Government debt. In 
terms of concrete steps, legislative pri-
orities on economic policy, what are 
some of the things you need to tackle 
first?  

RW: We need a public-finance bill 
on the new taxes, then on State-
owned enterprises [SOEs]. My idea 
is to do a deep cut and make a legis-
lative framework for a highly com-

petitive export-oriented economy, 
and then ensure the recovery takes 
off by 2024. It’s not worth dragging 
this out. 

Take a deep cut, but ensure that 
you can get recovery going so…  

TE: What do you mean by deep cut?  
RW: So that when you make chang-

es, make it deep, make all the chang-
es you have to make and then allow 
it to come up. Thailand did that but 
Thailand only had a banking crisis, 
they didn’t have a budget crisis. We 
have both but I am confident we can 
somehow make it through.  

TE: What does it mean in practice to 
say that you want to establish the legis-
lative framework for a competitive econ-
omy?  

RW: Firstly, budgetary. You take 
the fiscal and monetary steps to get 
your deficit down. At the same time 
you have to look at the legislative 
steps that are necessary to build a 
highly competitive, export-oriented 
economy. We did this back in 1977 
when I was in the Cabinet. We 
brought in legislation to open up the 
economy. 

TE: So can you give us two or three 
examples, for the short term, for the 
budget, on income tax, VAT, SOEs?  

RW: You will have to raise taxes, 
you will have to tax capital, tax 
wealth. The tax net has to be wid-
ened. And that will bring some of the 
lost revenue. By about the middle of 
next year, we’ll have the same, or 
we’ll even go beyond the tax net we 
had in 2018.  

TE: You’ve also mentioned you want Sri 
Lanka to be not just upper-middle-
income but upper income in 25 years. 
What are some of the things you need to 
do now to make that happen?  

RW: That’s a question about how 
do you open up? Before that, we’ve 
got to handle the whole issue of 
banks. We are looking now at dispos-
ing of some State assets, which will 
give us about $ 2bn-3bn. That’s the 
groundwork. Then to open up we 
have some of the reports we used in 
2018-19 that you could implement, 
but basically integrate yourself with 
the region. In South Asia itself I can’t 
see very much regional integration. 
So we will look at closer relations 
with ASEAN [Association of South-
East Asian Nations] and RCEP 
[Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement, an Asian 
trade pact].  

TE: Apart from Sri Lankan Airlines, 
what are some of the marquee SOEs that 
could be privatised?  

RW: Well, you can sell Sri Lanka 
Insurance, there’s Telecoms. What 
we do with the Petroleum Corpora-
tion is another question.  

TE: So open up the petroleum market 
to other players?  

RW: Yes, we’ll open up invest-
ments, but we have to talk to all 
holders of concessions because some 
have been running for over 40 years. 
Laws governing the offshore econo-
my also need to change. We’re look-
ing at Ireland as a model for that.  

TE: What are some of the immediate 
laws you’re going to bring in?  

RW: A law similar to US Chapter 
11 bankruptcy is one of the most 
immediate. The rest are about eco-
nomic stability. We’ve also got some 
additional powers for the next year 
and a half to tackle the situation.  

TE: You mentioned a few laws that you 
said you’re going to bring into Parlia-
ment. That’s what I was referring to.  

RW: Well this process will go on 
into 2024, company law has to be 
amended, a whole lot of commercial 
laws, we are looking at ease of doing 
business. So that means cutting 
through so many regulations. There 
are so many laws for how to operate 
even a basic item—there are so 
many authorities running by them-
selves. I’m also looking at the BOI 
[Board of Investment], we have to 
look at the overall investment effort 
of Sri Lanka. I’m not satisfied with 
it. The money we put in we haven’t 
gotten back. So I suppose in one way 
this is a disaster, but it’s also an 
opportunity to create something 
new, like we did in 1977. 

 TE: How much are the things that you 
were just talking about part of the 
demands from the International Mone-
tary Fund, and how much goes beyond 
that?  

RW: The demand is actually always 
tabulated for the four-year agree-
ment. So we have to go ahead with 
that. That’ll be the base for the 
restructuring, and then we’ll be able 
to build on that.  

TE: With some of the things you’re 
talking about, it sounds like you’re not 
just dealing with the immediate situa-
tion, but ensuring that Sri Lanka has a 
strong foundation.  

RW: A strong foundation. And we 
won’t be around then, but we’ll 
become an upper-income country 
one day.  

TE: You said that the IMF agreement, 
which was supposed to come in August, is 
probably only going to be in September?  

RW: We’ve been discussing, there 
are about three items that have been 
finalised, the team is coming, then 
you’re also picking up the discus-
sions with Lazard and Clifford 
Chance [Sri Lanka’s financial and 
legal advisers]. The problem is that 
the disturbances of July pushed back 
the time for this to go ahead.  

TE: And then what does the timeline 
look like from September?  

RW: If we can get the board agree-
ment, then we can get at some of the 
other organisations’ advance and get 
us some money until the tranche 
comes through. But more than that, 
it will inspire investor confidence. 
We speak to some other countries, 
too. The main issue thereafter is 
debt sustainability. First, we have to 
tackle this with the major official 
donors, then for the first time, you’d 
have to go to the London Club [of 
private creditors].  

TE: What will determine whether the 
agreement happens?  

RW: There are some outstanding 
issues. Debt sustainability, the crite-
ria we have given, some of the incen-
tives of taxation.  

TE: You’ve been very complimentary in 
the press about India’s assistance. How 
sympathetic have the other bilateral 
creditors been?  

RW: Many of them are but they’re 
saying first go to the IMF. They felt 
that Sri Lanka just allowed this crisis 
to happen. I think there will be more 
assistance once we get the IMF 
agreement.  

TE: Are you encouraged by the agree-
ment between China and Zambia?  

RW: Yes, but it’s for a low-income 
model, and we are in a middle-
income country.  

TE: Moving on from economics, there’s 
been a lot in the Indian press in the last 
couple of weeks, not only about the Chi-
nese ship that is supposed to dock at 
Hambantota but also the Pakistani ship 
that’s supposed to dock or has docked in 
Colombo. Now Sri Lanka obviously can-
not entirely align itself with one or 
another big Asian power. But how do you 
manage that balance of competing inter-
ests from big powerful neighbours?  

RW: It’s becoming more difficult 
now, especially after Ukraine and the 
agreement between Russia and 
China. You could see the pressure 
building up on the European side. 

And in particular my worry is that 
this rivalry can come into the Indian 
Ocean. We’ve so far kept out the 
power rivalry from the Indian Ocean. 
But I think we have to face up to that 
situation and work with everyone. 
Sri Lanka, of course, has a special 
relationship with India where we 
have to look after each other’s inter-
ests. But most countries in the Indi-
an Ocean want to stay out of the 
power rivalry. So we have to be clear 
about that and say what our policies 
are.  

TE: So you think the rhetoric we see in 
the Pacific and the South China Sea, you 
think the Indian Ocean is perhaps the 
next venue for that sort of thing?  

RW: You don’t want that to happen. 
For instance, now, Nancy Pelosi on 
her own has created a crisis [in Tai-
wan]. I don’t think the US Govern-
ment has been happy, but they had to 
back her up. We don’t want any of 

that happening here. We see India as 
the net security provider in the area. 
And then all other countries can also 
be present as long as it doesn’t lead 
to rising tensions or increase the 
rivalry between states.  

TE: Are there lessons for other coun-
tries in how you’re handling this?  

RW: There’ll be something to learn 
from what we have done and from 
what we haven’t done.  

TE: In the past few months Western 
publications have written that Sri Lanka 
could be the first of many countries to 
default. In the same vein, given the con-
ditions of 2022, what lessons do you 
think there are for other countries to 
avoid some of the same mistakes made 
in the past few months and years eco-
nomically?  

RW: There are many lessons. For 
instance, you can’t subsidise items 
every day, you will run out of money. 
Second, the balance of trade. That’s 
the big issue for all of us, because we 
have greater disadvantages on the 
balance of trade compared to bigger 
economies like China and India. We 
have people leaving the country. We 
have to put our economy in order to 
attract investment, but for different 
reasons: the reason to go to Bangla-
desh is quite different from the rea-
son to come to Sri Lanka. What I’ve 
learnt is that for the smaller econo-
mies in the region, you want to go to 
the IMF on time, be careful about 
the foreign debt that you run up. 
Basically Governments have to make 
hard decisions if they want to pre-
vent default.  

TE: On the subject of making the econ-
omy more competitive, who do you see 
as your peers, or indeed your influences 
or competitors?  

RW: We would like to be like Singa-
pore, but let’s start by emulating the 
standard of Thailand, Malaysia and 
Vietnam.  

TE: In terms of what you were talking 
about earlier, making decisions to make 
the economy more competitive, cutting 
the debt and deficit, all of these are 
going to be painful decisions. How do you 
intend to take Sri Lankans with you after 
this period of political unrest?  

RW: You have to be honest about 
what is happening, and how much 
money are you setting aside for the 
vulnerable people? I mean, people 
realise it’s bad, they just want to get 
out of it, you can assure them that 
you can get out quickly then it’ll be 
harder for a time. But get them out 
quickly is what we have to do, and 
there is hope. And you can’t just 
reject what the Government does if 
you can’t offer a solid alternative.  

TE: But how will you deal with it if 
there’s renewed hostility or protests 
once people realise just how bad things 
are and how hard they’re going to get? 
How much do you worry about that?  

RW: I worry especially on food. 
People need food, we don’t want 
them to go hungry. The middle class 
was expanding and now we’ve got to 
make cuts in their living standards, 
with people who were above the 
poverty line falling below it, we have 
to give support to them in the short-
est possible time. We have to dispose 
of some State assets and have that 
money in our reserves.  

TE: But it’s a hard message, isn’t it? I 
mean, after everything over the past six 
months, 12 months, to tell people, “You 
know what, things are going to be even 
tougher now for a little while”?  

RW: People know that, I mean, 
basically, we tell them the truth, tell 
them that we are going through a 
hard time.  

TE: What’s your experience been when 
telling people about this?  

RW: I’ve been losing some elec-
tions.  

TE: With SOE restructuring, in particu-
lar, the unions have been very hostile.  

RW: I don’t worry about unions, 
what matters is people. People are 
going to stand it if they think things 
can get better.  

TE: One of the things the previous Gov-
ernment did was pretend things were 
not so bad. And of course, people are not 
idiots. They knew things were bad, and 
they came on to the street. Is it perhaps 

a hope that by being honest to people by 
saying, “Look, I’m going to level with 
you, this is what’s happening,” that will 
persuade them that there’s no point pro-
testing, because that’s just what things 
are?  

RW: I hope so. And also we are 
looking at other political issues, at 
getting in the changes to the system 
that they want, to discuss those, to 
open up the political system.  

TE: You’ve started to develop quite 
warm relationships with the military. 
That’s not really something that people 
have been used to about you, can you 
talk us through that?  

RW: I don’t have warm relations 
with the military at all. As President 
and Minister of Defence I have cer-
tain functions. The only time that I 
did something out of the way was to 
give those certificates to the air 
mobile battalion that safeguarded 
Parliament. Tomorrow I’m going to 
the handing over of the Dornier air-
crafts by the Indians to us in the 
National Defence College, as the 
President. And the air mobile battal-
ion is something I started in 1993. 
So I was quite happy to be amongst 
them. I go to the Security Council, 
which I have to do once a week. 
Other than that, some of the events 
I’m going to are just ones the Presi-
dent has to attend.  

TE: So you wouldn’t say there’s been 
any change in your relationship with the 
military?  

RW: No, just that one time I gave 
certificates to the people who pro-
tected Parliament. If the Parliament 
went, there would have been chaos 
in the country. And I wanted to give 
a message that the soldiers have 
done their duty. Now the MPs must 
do their duty too.  

TE: The Dornier thing tomorrow is 
really interesting because again, it’s Sri 
Lanka doing this balancing act. On the 
one hand there’s this ship in Colombo, 
there’s that ship in Hambantota and 
then the President is going and accept-
ing surveillance aircraft from the Indi-
ans. Am I interpreting this correctly as 
balancing?  

RW: We have been involved with 
India in the Colombo dialogue on the 
maritime security of this area. And 
this is a part of extending the Sri 
Lankan reach by having maritime 
surveillance aircraft. The Dornier is 
being given by India to train our 
people but we’ve been working 
alongside them. The problem now is 
the shortage of fuel. Our Navy has 
not been able to operate at full capac-
ity. There’s a similar operation that 
we are carrying on with Australians 
on the boat people. We are intercept-
ing a large number every week, I go 
to the Defence Ministry when people 
come in, it’s 40, 50, 60 people every 
week who try to get from here to 
Australia. So, we are working with 
both India and Australia.  

TE: Why did you decide to keep the 
Defence Ministry as part of your portfo-
lio?  

RW: The Defence Ministry is basi-
cally held by the President and I took 
it over so that we could stabilise and 
establish law and order. But I think 
we also have to make a lot of changes 
in the defence structure. And we are 
talking about defence [in] 2030, and 
have it embedded from then onwards. 
It’s a part of the restructuring and 
modernisation we have to do.  

TE: So what are the defence priorities 
for Sri Lanka?  

RW: Firstly, to help the Police, civil 
power to maintain security here. Sec-
ondly, we are looking and then work-
ing with India, Australia on the mari-
time side. But we are also looking 
outward, we are in Mali now and 
expanding our role in the UN Peace-
keeping Forces. In Mali we’re doing 
quite well. So we can expand that, see 
if we have a future there. But we also 
have to contain the defence budget.  

TE: On the defence budget, that’s one 
of the possible areas where you might 
need to make cuts. How are you going to 
do that?  

RW: I think that’s for the Secretary 
of Defence and the others to work 
out.  

TE: On the subject of terrorism, one of 
the things you said while you were Prime 
Minister is about asking British Intelli-
gence to do a full proper inquiry about 
the 2019 Easter bombings.  

RW: Yes, British Intelligence is 
involved in these inquiries about the 
Easter bombings. There are so many 
issues that have been raised. And we 
are talking to the UK to get help to 
do a final review. We don’t have their 
theories of what’s happening.  

TE: So the idea is to do an authorita-
tive final one and put that to rest?  

RW: Yes.  
TE: Just to go back to the adjustments 

in the negotiation process with the IMF. 
So you’re going to resume negotiations 
at the end of the month. And then hop-
ing to get the staff level agreement 
sometime in September? And how is that 

going? Are you already speaking to the 
various creditors, bilateral, private etc?  

RW: We’re talking to official credi-
tors. I will be writing to the private 
creditors, maybe some time this 
week.  

TE: And what are you asking them to 
do?  

RW: We’re informing them on the 
situation.  

TE: Do you have a prediction to make: 
at what point does Sri Lanka return to, 
say, 2018 levels of prosperity? What can 
Sri Lankans look forward to?  

RW: Maybe about 2024, 2025? 
Initially we thought 2024 but it 
looks like 2023 is going to be a bad 
year globally, so it can be 2024, 
2025.  

TE: And for Sri Lankans, will 2023 be a 
better or a worse year than 2022?  

RW: I would say the beginning will 
be tough. But the ending will be bet-
ter, we’re trying to reduce the period 
of pain. If the revenue keeps coming 
in, we’ll know in the next three 
months, then the end will be better.  

TE: Are remittances picking up?  
RW: A little. But it may get better 

next year, and there’s the prospect of 
tourism returning too. We’re trying 
to get the tourists starting this win-
ter and prices will be cheap. But 
from next year onwards, we have to 
get the summer and the winter. This 
year, the attraction will be prices. I 
hope that prices won’t be the attrac-
tion next year.  

TE: To come back to our very first ques-
tion, what are the concrete steps you 
took between coming in and now for 
things here in Colombo to at least look 
like they have improved?  

RW: It’s picking up now because 
with all the turbulence economic 
activity could not take place. Those 
economic activities are now taking 
place. We’ve had quite big festival 
crowds, people are feeling free and 
they’re moving around. So they are 
feeling quite relaxed, more secure. 
But the turbulence was here. What 
happened here was originally very 
nice. I mean, young people protest-
ing, saying the President has to go 
home. But at some stage they got 
taken over, they got pushed out. And 
many of them have spoken to me 
because they could not take on the 
more violent crowds. So we restored 
order here, and we’ve closed that 
place. We are now preparing another 
place where young people can go, 
maybe in a month’s time hope that 
we can get it ready.  

TE: As in, a designated protest site?  
RW: Yeah for anyone, people who 

want to come and perform, similar 
to the site they had here earlier in 
April and early May.  

TE: In the initial days after you became 
President, we met some of those people 
in front of the building here. They were 
convinced that you were somehow rep-
resenting or protecting the Rajapaksas. 
How do you deal with that sort of per-
ception amongst these people?  

RW: I worked with President 
[Chandrika] Kumaratunga. I con-
tested in the previous election [in 
1999]. And in the [2001] election, 
I won Parliament so we worked 
together for two years, then the 
whole thing came apart. Next time 
I went along with President 
[Maithripala] Sirisena, who was 
from another party but we carried 
him through. We had our own 
problems. So I have a habit of 
working with Presidents who are 
on the other side when the situa-
tion arises. And there are some 
ministers who have done the same 
thing from both sides. And I came 
in because the situation was so 
bad, and we had to handle it eco-
nomically. And I was not even the 
first choice, they offered it to Sajith 
Premadasa, the Leader of the 
Opposition. He didn’t want to take 
it, so I came in and tried from that 
time to bring about a broader 
based Government.  

TE: Some of the laws you’re going to 
bring to Parliament are going to cause a 
lot of pain for people. Are you confident 
you can push them through?  

RW: We have already said that if 
you don’t want the IMF, you must 
come up with alternative plans.  

TE: Do you foresee at some point in 
the 2020s or perhaps the 2030s a future 
President Rajapaksa?  

RW: I can’t speak of the future.  
TE: Did you think you’d become Presi-

dent?  
RW: I didn’t think that my house 

would be burnt, so, you know...  
TE: Was it a fair exchange, do you 

think?  
RW: No.  
TE: Do you feel that still—you’re 

strong politically, but emotionally?  
RW: Of course you feel it when you 

go home and you don’t have books 
to read, or music to listen to.

  TE: Mr. Wickremesinghe, thank 
you very much for your time.  

- The Economist  

President Ranil Wickremesinghe
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Bombing at Kabul 
mosque kills 10

AFGHANISTAN: A bombing at a mosque in 
the Afghan capital of Kabul during evening 
prayers Wednesday killed at least 10 people, 
including a prominent cleric, and wounded at 
least 27, an eyewitness and police said. Several 
children were reported to be among the wound-
ed.

 - THE INDIAN EXPRESS  
  

Algeria forest               
fires kill 26 

ALGERIA: At least 26 people were killed and 
dozens injured Wednesday in forest fires that rav-
aged parts of northern Algeria, Algeria's Interior 
Minister Kamel Beldjoud said. He said that 24 
people lost their lives in fires in El Tarf, near the 
border with Tunisia, in addition to two others 
who died earlier in Setif.

- ARAB NEWS  
 

Man in Court over 
threat to kill Queen 
with crossbow 

UK: A man who got into the grounds of Wind-
sor Castle armed with a crossbow told police he 
wanted to “kill the queen,” prosecutors said dur-
ing a Court hearing Wednesday. Jaswant Singh 
Chail, 20, is charged under the Treason Act with 
intending to “injure the person of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, or to alarm her Majesty.” 

- JAPAN TODAY  
  

Measles outbreak 
kills 157 children in 
Zimbabwe

 ZIMBABWE: A measles outbreak in Zimba-
bwe has killed 157 children, most of whom were 
unvaccinated. At least 2,056 cases have been 
reported and virtually all of the deaths have been 
children who were not vaccinated, Information 
Minister Monica Mutsvangwa said. 

- YAHOO NEWS  
 

Israel, Türkiye restore 
full diplomatic ties

ISRAEL,TURKEYE: Israel and Türkiye 
agreed on Wednesday to reinstate full diplomatic 
ties and dispatch ambassadors to each other after 
years of tensions. Türkiye and Israel have been 
working to mend their ties in the past months, 
including Israeli President Isaac Herzog's visit to 
Türkiye in March, the first of its kind by a senior 
Israeli official since 2008.

- XINHUA  

DLROW
DLROW

SWITZERLAND: Deaths linked to COVID-19 
reported globally have increased by 35 per cent in 
the last one month, said World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) Chief Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus in the 
latest briefing on COVID-19 and Monkeypox.   

With the pandemic in its third year, it has been 
repeated multiple times by leaders and experts 
that the world has to learn to live with COVID-19. 
But in a warning against dropping guards, the 
WHO Chief said that this does not mean that “we 
pretend it’s not there”. “It means we use all the 
tools we have to protect ourselves, and protect oth-
ers,” he said.   

“We’re all tired of this virus, and tired of the 
pandemic. But the virus is not tired of us,” the 
World Health Organisation chief further said.   

Omicron remains the dominant variant and, in 
the last one month, BA.5 sub-variant represented 
more than 90% of sequences.   

“None of us is helpless. Please get vaccinated if 
you’re not, and get a booster (dose) if you need it. 
Wear mask and maintain social distancing,” the 

WHO Chief urges in the video. “We cannot live 
(with the virus) with 15,000 deaths a week. We 
cannot live with mounting hospitalisations. We 
can’t live with inequitable access of vaccines,” the 
WHO Chief said in a desperate appeal.   

The world has reported over 59 crore cases 
since the start of the pandemic and over 64 lakh 
deaths. The United States has reported a majority 
of these cases (over 9.3 crore), followed by India 
(around 4.4 crore).   

Meanwhile, the WHO Chief also said that more 
than 35,000 cases of Monkeypox have now been 
reported from 92 countries and territories, with 
almost 7,500 cases being registered last week - a 
20 per cent increase.   

Ghebreyesus said there has been a total of 12 
Monkeypox-related deaths across the world so far. 
Ghebreyesus's statement comes even as Bavarian 
Nordic A/S, the only company with an approved 
vaccine for Monkeypox, said it’s no longer certain 
it can meet demand as cases continue to rise 
across the world. - THE HINDUSTAN TIMES   

35% spike in COVID-19 
deaths in 4 weeks - WHO Chief
Monkeypox cases jumped 20% last week across 92 countries

UKRAINE: Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko held their 
own meeting on Saturday at Putin’s summer residence 
near St. Petersburg, where they discussed increasing 
weapons shipments to Belarus, including nuclear weap-
ons.   

The barrage of missiles struck a wide swath of territo-
ry as Ukrainian forces struggled to hold on to the east-
ern city of Lysychansk, Kyiv’s last foothold against a 
Russian onslaught in the Luhansk region.   

A military base near the western Ukrainian town of 
Yavoriv was hit by four Russian missiles fired from the 
Black Sea, regional governor Maksym Kozytskyy said. 
He said two other missiles were intercepted. Details of 
casualties were not immediately known, but at least 35 
people were killed in a similar attack on Yavoriv in 
March. Missile strikes were also reported on Chernihiv 
and Zhytomyr in the north, with a total of 48 missiles 
launched, according to Ukrainian presidential adviser 
Mykhailo Podolyak.   

Ukraine charged that the strikes from Belarusian air-
space reflected a deliberate effort by the Kremlin to 
“draw Belarus into the war in Ukraine as a direct partic-
ipant.”   

Belarus’s Lukashenko is a long-standing and loyal ally 
of Putin, and allowed Russian troops and materiel to 
remain in his country after joint exercises in February. 
Those troops, tanks and other equipment were then 
used in Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. - TIMES OF INDIA   

UKRAINE 
ACCUSES RUSSIA 

OF LAUNCHING MISSILES 
FROM BELARUSIAN AIRSPACE

A Russian drone launches a missile during war games by 
Russian and Belarusian forces at the Mulino training 
ground in the Nizhny Novgorod region of Russia in this 
September 11, 2021 file photo.

US: Book sales for Sir Salman 
Rushdie's novel The Satanic Vers-
es have surged after the author 
was stabbed at an event in the US 
last week.   

The contentious 1988 book rose 
to number eight on Amazon's 
chart of most-sold fiction books of 
the week and was sold out by 
other booksellers.  The sales spike 
appeared to be somewhat driven 
by readers showing solidarity with 
Sir Salman, who has been the tar-
get of death threats for decades 
including a fatwa, over the book.   

As of Wednesday afternoon, the 
sold-out paperback edition of the 
book was the No. 2 bestselling 
book on Amazon's Contemporary 
Fiction and Literature chart.  

Meanwhile, the New Jersey man 
accused of stabbing Salman Rush-
die told the New York Post in an 
interview published on Wednes-
day that he was "surprised" the 
author had survived the attack.   

"When I heard he survived, I 

was surprised, I guess," Hadi 
Matar, 24, told the tabloid, which 
said they held a video interview 
with the jailed suspect.   

The suspected assailant, who 
has pleaded not guilty to attempt-
ed murder charges, did not say 
whether he was inspired by the 
1989 Edict, or Fatwa, issued 

under Iran's former Supreme 
Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, that ordered Muslims 
to kill the writer for what he 
deemed the blasphemous nature of 
the book "The Satanic Verses." 
Matar told the paper he had "read 
a couple pages" of Rushdie's 
novel. - SKY NEWS, JAPAN TODAY   

Salman Rushdie holds paperback copy of The Satanic Verses in 1992.

BOOK SALES FOR RUSHDIE'S THE SATANIC 
VERSES SURGE AFTER STABBING
RUSHDIE ATTACKER SAYS HE IS 'SURPRISED' 
AUTHOR SURVIVED - NEW YORK POST

INDIA: The body of an Indian soldier who went 
missing 38 years ago on a glacier on the border with 
Pakistan has been found.   

A unit of the Indian Army tweeted pictures of the 
coffin of Chander Shekhar wrapped in an Indian flag 
early Wednesday, two days after India celebrated the 

75th anniversary of Independence. The Army said 
Shekhar was deployed for Operation Meghdoot in 
1984 when India and Pakistan fought a brief battle to 
assert control over the Siachen Glacier, reputed to be 
the world’s highest battlefield.   

At over 18,000 feet (5,486 metres) with tempera-
tures that can plunge to minus 50 degrees Celsius 
(minus 58 Fahrenheit), Siachen is one of the tough-
est military deployments in the world.   

Local media reported that Shekhar was part of a 
20-member group that got caught in an ice storm 
during a patrol.   

Fifteen bodies were recovered at the time but the 
other five could not be found, among them Shekhar, 
the reports said.   

His last rites will now be performed with full mili-
tary honours in the state of Uttarakhand, where his 
family lives.   

His daughter, who was four years old when he 
went missing, said the family would now get closure. 
“He has been long gone... Papa has come but I wish 
he was alive,” the Hindustan Times newspaper quoted 
her saying. - GULF NEWS   

DEAD SOLDIER FOUND AFTER 38 YEARS ON 
‘WORLD’S HIGHEST BATTLEFIELD’

The wife and daughter of Chander Shekhar holding a 
portrait of him.

PAKISTAN: Madhubala, a 16-year-old 
elephant in Pakistan suffering for years 
from a dental infection and pain caused by 
a broken tusk, finally got relief on Wednes-
day after undergoing treatment while under 
unique standing sedation.   

Madhubala is one of four African ele-
phants being treated in Karachi by an eight-
member team from global animal welfare 
group Four Paws, which in 2020 relocated 
Kaavan - an elephant dubbed the world's 
loneliest - to Cambodia from Islamabad.   

Named after a legendary Indian actress, 
Madhubala's eyes were taped shut, her legs 
tied to side-grills to support her during 
sedation and the subsequent treatment at 
the Karachi Zoo.   

The veterinarians had to use drills and 
other heavy surgical tools to extract the 
infected tusk which came out in bits and 
pieces.   

"Due to long-term inflammation the tis-
sue is so fragile and thin it's not possible to 
take it out at once, it is breakable," said,” 

Dr. Marina Ivanova said, showing reporters 
the extracted tusk.   

An endoscopy before the procedure 
showed the full tusk inside measured 31 
centimetres (12.2 inches), she said.   

During the five- to six-hour procedure, 
Madhubala did not put up much resistance 
as she was kept sedated. - FRANCE 24   

MADHUBALA GETS RELIEF AFTER 
YEARS OF DENTAL PAIN

Vets and animal experts from the FOUR 
PAWS International, perform dental proce-
dure of a 16 year-old elephant, Madhubala, 
at the Karachi zoo in Pakistan on Wednes-
day.

US: The police in California received 
a phone call from a zoo, but before any 
conversation, the call got disconnected. 
Cops were immediately dispatched to 
investigate a possible emergency at Zoo 
to You in Paso Robles after the call on 
Saturday night, Metro said in a report. 
The deputies traced the call to the zoo 

office but couldn't find any human in 
trouble. Later, their prime suspected 
turned out to be a primate that had 
played mischief, the outlet further said.   

The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's 
Office believes it was a little monkey 
who placed a call to police. It told Metro 
that a Capuchin monkey at the zoo - 
named Route - had apparently picked up 
the zoo's cell phone that was left aban-
doned in a golf cart.   

According to officials the golf cart had 
been left unattended amid the zoo's 40 
acres of land, and the curious little mon-
key got her hands on it.   

The Sheriff's Office also shared several 
photos of the mischievous monkey at the 
zoo on Facebook, saying officers had 
seen their "fair share of "monkey busi-
ness," but nothing quite like this."

 - NDTV   

MONKEY SEE MONKEY DO: 
POLICE RESPOND AFTER MONKEY 
ACCIDENTALLY CALLS 911

INDIA: Actress Jacqueline Fernandez, who was on 
Wednesday named as an accused in the charge sheet 
filed by the Enforcement Directorate in a multi-crore 
money laundering case linked to alleged conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar and others, shared a post on her social 
media page saying she will remain "strong" in these 
testing times.  

The federal probe agency filed the fresh (Second Sup-
plementary) charge sheet or prosecution complaint in 
this case on Wednesday before a special Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) court in Delhi and, 
according to sources, the Actress has been arraigned in 
it as an accused.  

While Fernandez didn't directly comment on the case, 
she re-shared an anonymous motivational quote on her 
Instagram stories. "Dear me, I deserve all good things, 
I'm powerful, I accept myself. It'll all be ok. I'm strong, 
I'll achieve my goals and dreams. I can do it (sic)," read 
the post. The 36-year-old Actress, known for films such 
as "Kick", "Bhoot Police'' and most recently "Vikrant 
Rona", is the only accused named in the latest charge 
sheet. She has been questioned multiple times by the 
ED in this case, the last being in June. Fernandez, a Sri 
Lanka national, debuted in the Hindi film industry in 
2009. - ZEE NEWS  

'IT'LL ALL BE OK', SAYS 
JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ 
AMID LAUNDERING CASE

Route the monkey apparently dialed 911 
sending Police officers to a California zoo. 

Jacqueline Fernandez 

DLROW
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SpiceJet Ltd promoter 
Ajay Singh is exploring the  
possibility of a partial stake 
sale, sources told news 
agency ANI,  adding that 
the company continues to 
be in discussions with vari-
ous  investors to secure sustainable 
financing and will make appropriate  
disclosures in accordance with applica-
ble regulations. Shares of SpiceJet 

jumped more than 10% on 
the BSE to 48  apiece in 
Wednesday’s early deals 
after the reports of the pos-
sibility  of stake sale. 

The low-cost carrier said 
it has entered into a  full 

and final settlement with the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) and  has 
cleared all outstanding principal dues 
of the airport operator.  

India’s SpiceJet explores partial stake sale

“Sri Lanka will approach creditors 
after IMF staff level agreement”

INDUNIL HEWAGE

Once the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) staff level agree-
ment is reached, Sri Lanka will 
approach creditors on debt 
restructuring, Central Bank Gov-
ernor Dr. Nandalal Weerasinghe 
said.

Sri Lanka is expecting an IMF 
team towards the end of this 
month and intends to finalize a 
staff level agreement, he said.

Accordingly, all the external 
creditors including commercial 
creditors, Paris Club members 
like Japan and Non Paris Club 
members such as  China and 
India will be officially approached 
by the Government to seek relief.

“Once we reach the staff level 
agreement with the IMF, which 
will give us  a clear picture on 

debt sustainability and debt tar-
gets for us to achieve in 10 
years,” he said.

He expressed hope that all 
creditors will support Sri Lanka 
once the long-term  structural 
reforms and economic policy 

adjustments programme is pre-
sented. Governor Weerasinghe 
addded that the programme will 
bring credibility in the overall 
process. 

The impact of persisted supply 
side disruptions, primarily due 

to shortages of power and ener-
gy, and uncertainties associated 
with socio-political develop-
ments are expected to have 
caused significant adverse effects 
on economic growth in Q2 2022, 
while such impact is expected to 
have continued through Q3 2022 
as well. 

“That, coupled with the 
already recorded negative growth 
in Q1 2022 and contractionary 
policies, could result in a larger 
than expected contraction in real 
activity in 2022. However, real 
GDP growth is expected to 
recover in the period ahead, with 
the envisaged stabilisation of 
macroeconomic conditions and 
implementation of structural 
reforms in the economy.”

“The Monetary Board had one 

on one discussion with senior 
Management Boards of all the 
banks to ascertain risks, chal-
lenges that they might face due 
to contraction in economy and 
rising NPLs and to find solutions 
to curtail the negative impact on 
the banking sector.”

 He stated that despite these 
challenges, the rupee liquidity 
situation in the banking sector is 
improving along with the 
improvements in the foreign cur-
rency liquidity.

Furthermore he said that the 
economy would contract to 8 % 
this year and with the sharper 
negative growth in the economy 
this year, Dr. Weerasinghe 
expressed hope that the econo-
my would recover faster next 
year.

The Monetary Board of the 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka, at its 
meeting held on August 17 2022, 
decided to maintain the Standing 
Deposit Facility Rate (SDFR) and 
the Standing Lending Facility 
Rate (SLFR) of the Central Bank 
at their current levels of 14.50 % 
and 15.50 %, respectively. 

In arriving at this decision, 
the Board considered the latest 
model-based projections, which 
point towards a larger than 
expected contraction in activity 
and a faster than expected eas-
ing of price pressures, compared 
to the previous monetary policy 
review.   

Domestic economic activity 
to record notable downturn  

The impact of persisted supply 
side disruptions, primarily due 
to shortages of power and ener-
gy, and uncertainties associated 
with socio-political develop-
ments are expected to have 
caused significant adverse effects 
on economic growth in Q2 2022, 
while such impact is expected to 
have continued through Q3 2022 
as well. 

That, coupled with the 

already recorded negative 
growth in Q1 2022 and contrac-
tionary policies, could result in 
a larger than expected contrac-
tion in real activity in 2022. 

However, real GDP growth is 
expected to recover in the peri-
od ahead, with the envisaged 
stabilisation of macroeconomic 
conditions and implementation 
of structural reforms in the 
economy.  

SDFR and SLFR 
to remain unchanged

The International Monetary Fund (IMF), global growth is estimated 
to moderate to 3.2% in 2022 from 6.1% recorded in 2021   

INSEE Cement  began con-
struction of their mega capacity 
warehouse within the industrial 
park in Hambantota International 
Port (HIP) last week. 

 The US$ 3 million investment 
by INSEE will be the largest ware-
housing facility inside a port in 
Sri Lanka for raw materials used 
in the production of cement.  The 
warehouse which will see comple-
tion in the next 6 months will 
hold a capacity of 45,000 cubic 
metres and is being built on a 
17,300 sq metre plot of land.  
Johnson Liu, CEO of HIPG and 
Nandana Ekanayake Chairman/

Chief Executive Officer of INSEE 
were chief guests at the ground-
breaking ceremony, which was 
held at the warehouse site. The 
CEO of HIPG said, “INSEE was 
the port’s first bulk cargo cus-
tomer since inception and the 
largest volume contributor.”

“We have always had a win-win 
collaboration with INSEE where 
they could increase their volumes 
owing to the high-quality service 
we offer and help streamline their 
local supply chain, while contrib-
uting to the largest dry bulk vol-
umes handled by the port.  This 
new investment by INSEE in 

HIP’s industrial park is proof of 
their trust in us, as well as being 
a commitment to meet the 
demands of the local industry.”

Chairman/CEO of INSEE Nan-
dana Ekanayake, said, “Hamban-
tota Port is a vital link in our raw 
material supply chain.  INSEE has 
been using this port since 2018 
and so far, we have cleared around 
1.7 million tons of bulk cargo 
through the port, of which we did 
a little over 1 million in 2021.”

“Today, we laid this foundation 
as another step to strengthen our 
partnership with HIPG and it is a 
part of our commitment when we 

signed the 10-year lease agree-
ment with the port, to construct 
this 100,000 square foot ware-
house for slag. We see great 
potential in developing channels 
through HIP and we will double 
our investment in the future.”

Once it is completed, it will be 
used to store shipments of cement 
raw material arriving at the Ham-
bantota International Port and 
later be transferred to INSEE’s 
production plant. The modern 
construction of the warehouse is 
geared to store the raw material 
in safe environmentally friendly 
surroundings. 

INSEE breaks ground for USD 3 mn warehouse at H’tota Port Industrial Park

The HIPG and INSEE teams at the HIP warehouse site

Commercial Credit posts 
Rs. 4.52 bn PAT for FY 2021/22

Commercial Credit and Finance PLC reported a 
profit after tax of Rs. 4.52 bn for the financial year 
ending March 31, 2022, a 93.6% growth compared 
to the previous year.   

This growth was mainly fuelled by the 32.3% 
increase in the net interest income, 67.5% increase 
in the fee and commission income and the 82.4% 
increase in the other operating income. The Com-
pany’s asset base grew to Rs. 93.6 bn from Rs. 91.1 
bn during the financial year ended March 31, 2022 
recording a growth of 2.7%. This was mainly caused 
by the growth in the net loan book which grew by 
7.9% during the period.   

The Company’s asset quality continued to 
improve finishing the year with a Gross Non Per-
forming Accommodation (NPA) ratio of 4.67% 
compared to the 5.39 % the previous year. The 
Company’s net NPA also improved to a negative 
4.09 % from 1.46% reflecting diligent provisioning. 
The deposit and savings base of the company 
increased by 0.2% 
during a challenging 
year for fund mobili-
sation, finishing with 
a deposit and sav-
ings base of Rs. 
48.1bn.   

The significant 
increase in profitabil-
ity while enjoying 
steady growth in the 
asset base saw the 
Company reporting a 
Return on Assets 
(ROA) of 4.9% com-
pared to 2.6% the pre-
vious year. Return on Equity (ROE) also grew to 
26.1% compared to 15.6% the previous year, provid-
ing value to its shareholders. Both the core capital 
ratio and the total risk weighted capital ratio 
improved during the year to 17.6% and 19.2% 
respectively, compared to 13.5% and 14.6% reported 
during the previous year. Both ratios remained com-
fortably above the minimum regulatory requirement 
of 7% and 11% respectively indicating continued 
stability.   

The country is facing an unprecedented economic 
crisis which is having a bearing on corporates and 
individuals representing all walks of life. In this bleak 
backdrop, the Company believes that its purpose and 
shared values will provide the Company with the 
much needed foresight and direction to rehabilitate 
and uplift lives to the best of its capabilities.   

“As a Company which has grown together with 
people it is our duty to support our customers in 
these times of distress and help them overcome 
these predicaments. Our Company’s purpose and 
shared value will continue to guide us through these 
perilous waters,” said Rajiv Cassie Chitty, Director/
COO, Commercial Credit.

SLAITO,  One Industry One Voice  hail lifting of Emergency, French travel advisory   
Sri Lanka Association of 

Inbound Tour Operators 
(SLAITO) and ‘ One Industry 
One Voice’ (A coalition of tour-
ism associations in Sri Lanka 
coming together for the sus-
tainable development of the 
industry) state that they are 
happy to hear that plans are in 

place not to extend Emergency 
Regulations beyond this week-
end.   

“This move will no doubt 
open the doors for tourism to 
flourish once again. With this 
important move and the easing 
of the fuel supplies, we hope 
the foreign governments will 

lift the negative travel adviso-
ries currently in place, on travel 
to Sri Lanka which will be 
another positive move. 

It’s time we as an industry 
get together to promote Sri 
Lanka once again and also we 
look forward to working closely 
with the newly appointed Tour-

ism Advisory Committee in 
this endeavor. We hope that we 
will be able to participate in the 
forthcoming important trade 
fairs, IFTM Paris, WTM Lon-
don & ITB Berlin which will no 
doubt be a boost to the indus-
try. We also hope to host the 
Travel Agents Association of 

India congress together with 
the SLTPB, which has been 
postponed to November.”   

They also said that the 
French authorities have relaxed 
the travel advisory to Sri Lanka 
which is a welcome move and 
hoped that other countries too 
would consider this. 

President 
SLITO Nishard 
Wijetunga

Records 93.6% growth 
compared to previous FY

Director/COO, Commercial Credit 
Rajiv Cassie Chitty

Land Valuation Indicator (LVI) for 
Colombo District increased to 186.9 
with a year-on-year change of 17% 
during the first half of 2022.   

This annual increase (17) and the 
semi- annual increase (4.6%) of LVI, 
showed a deceleration of the increas-
ing trend observed in the second half 

of 2021. All sub-indicators of LVI, 
namely Residential LVI, Commercial 
LVI and Industrial LVI contributed 
to the overall increase. 

Industrial LVI recorded the high-
est annual increase of 20.6 %, fol-
lowed by Commercial LVI and Resi-
dential LVI.

Month’s Amnesty period 
to dispose forex notes   

In order to attract foreign 
currency held with the public 
into the banking system, the 
Minister of Finance has issued 
an order granting an amnesty 
period of one month effective 
from August 15, 2022 for per-
sons in, or resident in, Sri 
Lanka who hold foreign currency notes in possession.   

They are requested to: i. Deposit into a Personal 
Foreign Currency Account or into a Business Foreign 
Currency Account as specified in the Order, as applica-
ble; or ii. Sell to an Authorized Dealer (Licensed Com-
mercial Bank or National Savings Bank).   

Further information can be accessed by:a. Contact-
ing any Licensed Commercial Bank or National Savings 
Bank.b. Referring the Order under Section 8 of the 
Foreign Exchange Act published in the Gazette 
(Extraordinary) Notification No. 2293/07 dated August 
15, 2022 via the website of the Department of Foreign 
Exchange, www.dfe.lk or through dfe@cbsl.lk.

Sampath Bank posts Rs 7.1 bn PAT, Rs. 9 bn PBT   
Despite the prevailing economic turmoil, 

Sampath Bank posted a commendable PAT 
of Rs 7.1 billion and PBT of Rs. 9 billion for 
the period ended 30th June 2022, reflecting 
a minor increase of 0.3% and slight decrease 
of 5.5% respectively compared to the figures 
declared in 1H 2021.   

 In the meantime, the Group declared a 
PAT of Rs 7.4 billion and PBT of Rs 9.6 bil-
lion, denoting a decline of 2% and 5.5% 
respectively over the first half of 2021. Total 
interest income increased by 41.1 % year on 
year to Rs 59.2 bn in the first half of 2022, 
compared to Rs 41.9 bn in the same period 
of the previous year. This significant increase 
in interest income is due to the upward trend 
in interest rates in the first half of 2022. The 
AWPLR at the end of the reporting period 
reached 22.62%, which is 1,711 bps higher 
than the rate reported on 30th June 2021.   

Interest expenses increased by 22.6 % 
compared to the corresponding period of last 
year due to the rising interest trend. The 

Bank’s total interest expense was Rs 27.8 bn 
at the end of the current reporting period 
compared to Rs 22.7 bn reported in 1H 2021. 
The Bank recorded a significant increase of 
69.9% in its net fee and commission income 
(NFCI) in 1H 2022 compared to the same 
period of the previous year. During the first 
half of 2022, net other operating income 
increased to Rs 16 bn, an unprecedented 
378% increase compared to Rs 3.4 bn record-
ed in the corresponding period of the previ-
ous year. This was mainly due to the 80% 

depreciation of the rupee against the US 
Dollar. Continuing to act prudently, the Bank 
recognised a total impairment charge of Rs 
28.2 bn for 1H 2022 compared to Rs 5 bn 
reported in the corresponding period of last 
year, representing a 464% increase. In order 
to absorb the possible losses, the Bank 
decided to increase the allowance for overlay 
against the tourism sector customers. The 
Bank provided Rs7 bn against SLISBs and 
Rs 11.8 bn against SLDBs as at June 30, 
2022.   

Operating expenses for the first half of 
2022 amounted to Rs 13.7 bn, a 24.3% 
increase from the Rs 11 Bn recorded for the 
first half of 2021. The primary reason for the 
increase in operating expenses was an 
increase in the inflation rate, which rose sig-
nificantly during the first six month of 2022. 
The Return on Average Shareholders’ Equity 
(after tax) increased to 12.06% as of 30th 
June 2022 compared to 11.05% reported at 
the end of the year 2021. 

Chairman, Harsha Amarasekera and 
Managing Director, Nanda Fernando TO PAGE 12

Colombo District LVI increases to 186.9



A.SPEN.HOT.HOLD. 4,325 40.00  39.00  41.00  39.00  41.00  1.00 
ABANS 13 173.75  170.75  170.75  170.75  173.75  0.00 
ACCESS ENG SL 92,815 12.90  13.00  13.00  12.70  12.90  0.00 
ACL 502,817 73.80  76.00  77.00  72.90  74.50  0.70 
ACL PLASTICS XD 2,802 440.75  460.00  490.00  435.00  437.00  (3.75)
ACME 2,947,034 5.20  5.20  6.40  5.20  6.00  0.80 
AGALAWATTE 168,363 35.80  36.90  37.90  35.50  36.40  0.60 
AHOT PROPERTIES 10,513 36.40  36.10  36.60  35.70  36.60  0.20 
AITKEN SPENCE 14,244 116.75  116.50  116.50  113.00  116.00  (0.75)
ALLIANCE 29,933 76.20  75.30  81.00  75.30  79.50  3.30 
AMANA BANK 1,491,035 2.90  2.90  2.90  2.70  2.80  (0.10)
ASIA ASSET 93,903 5.90  5.10  5.80  5.00  5.80  (0.10)
ASIA CAPITAL 1,894 5.30  5.50  5.80  5.30  5.30  0.00 
ASIRI 25,898 32.00  30.10  32.00  30.00  30.30  (1.70)
ASIRI SURG 1,984 14.80  15.50  15.50  14.90  14.90  0.10 
AUTODROME 1,684 91.50  105.00  105.00  86.00  86.30  (5.20)
BAIRAHA FARMS 46,212 187.25  185.00  188.75  181.50  186.25  (1.00)
BALANGODA 359,269 77.80  80.00  83.00  78.20  80.70  2.90 
BUKIT DARAH 15,628 299.25  300.00  300.00  298.25  300.00  0.75 
C M HOLDINGS 8,936 65.60  67.80  70.00  58.00  69.80  4.20 
C T HOLDINGS XD 9,901 158.00  155.50  155.75  155.50  155.50  (2.50)
CARGILLS XD 589 167.75  170.00  170.00  166.00  166.50  (1.25)
CARSONS 460 296.75  296.00  296.00  293.00  296.00  (0.75)
CDB (CDB.X0000) XD 5,080 63.00  63.00  63.00  62.10  62.60  (0.40)
CENTRAL FINANCE 16,411 65.60  65.60  68.00  65.00  65.20  (0.40)
CENTRAL IND. 50,321 64.10  67.50  70.00  64.00  68.60  4.50 
CEYLINCO INS. 280 2,143.25  1,951.25  2,150.00  1,951.25  1,960.00  (183.25)
CEYLINCO INS. (CINS.X0000) 1 942.25  990.00  990.00  990.00  942.25  0.00 
CEYLON GUARDIAN 3 56.70  56.60  56.60  56.60  56.70  0.00 
CEYLON INV. 42,050 27.70  27.50  27.70  26.80  27.50  (0.20)
CEYLON TOBACCO 224 610.00  601.00  612.00  600.00  608.00  (2.00)
CHEMANEX 10,407 81.00  83.00  84.00  80.00  82.80  1.80 
CHEVRON 236,521 93.60  94.00  95.90  93.00  95.30  1.70 
CIC 456,044 58.00  58.00  60.50  58.00  60.10  2.10 
CIC (CIC.X0000) 412,326 38.70  39.00  40.90  39.00  40.00  1.30 
CITRUS LEISURE 40,915 5.60  6.00  6.00  5.50  5.70  0.10 
COLD STORES 5,830 33.50  33.00  33.00  32.60  32.80  (0.70)
COLOMBO CITY 103 800.00  845.00  845.00  839.00  845.00  45.00 
COLOMBO LAND 4,829 18.90  18.10  19.40  17.80  19.00  0.10 
COMMERCIAL BANK 104,625 52.50  53.00  53.00  51.10  51.20  (1.30)
COMMERCIAL BANK (COMB.X0000) 36,584 41.00  41.00  41.10  40.00  40.10  (0.90)
CONVENIENCE FOOD 27 1,176.25  1,186.75  1,199.75  1,186.75  1,176.25  0.00 
DANKOTUWA PORCEL 8,867 14.80  15.20  15.20  15.00  15.00  0.20 
DFCC BANK PLC 4,605 35.00  34.80  35.10  34.50  34.50  (0.50)
DIALOG 201,544 8.50  8.50  8.90  8.50  8.60  0.10 
DIMO 142 446.75  455.00  469.00  436.00  445.50  (1.25)
DIPPED PRODUCTS 532,023 41.70  42.50  45.20  41.30  44.00  2.30 
DOCKYARD 1,695 67.00  67.00  67.00  65.00  65.00  (2.00)
DOLPHIN HOTELS XR 26,812 24.10  24.80  24.80  24.00  24.50  0.40 
DOLPHIN HOTELS (STAF.R0000)XR 800,484 1.40  1.90  2.00  1.30  1.50  0.10 
DURDANS 707 130.00  130.00  135.00  129.00  129.50  (0.50)
DURDANS (CHL.X0000) 65 118.00  108.00  119.75  108.00  118.00  0.00 
E B CREASY 62,599 18.70  18.50  22.00  18.50  20.80  2.10 
EAST WEST 3,391 7.50  7.20  7.20  7.10  7.20  (0.30)
EASTERN MERCHANT 168,131 9.30  9.00  9.60  9.00  9.10  (0.20)
EX-PACK 1,201,595 15.60  15.80  16.40  15.40  16.10  0.50 
EXPOLANKA 1,480,952 211.00  217.00  217.00  207.50  211.75  0.75 
FORT LAND 921,475 13.70  13.30  16.90  13.30  16.30  2.60 
GALLE FACE CAP 4,371 17.70  17.90  17.90  17.40  17.50  (0.20)
GESTETNER 1,899 49.50  55.00  55.00  49.00  49.30  (0.20)
GRAIN ELEVATORS 107,740 75.10  75.10  75.10  71.00  74.90  (0.20)
HAYCARB 321,806 74.80  75.50  76.90  74.90  75.00  0.20 
HAYLEYS 396,573 105.00  105.00  107.00  101.00  104.25  (0.75)
HAYLEYS FABRIC 1,430,243 36.80  37.50  38.50  36.50  37.80  1.00 
HAYLEYS FIBRE 9,100 76.50  75.20  77.50  75.10  76.70  0.20 
HAYLEYS LEISURE 623 18.00  17.80  18.70  17.80  17.90  (0.10)
HDFC 298,591 23.00  23.00  23.10  23.00  23.10  0.10 
HELA 1,352,525 12.80  12.80  13.00  12.30  12.50  (0.30)
HEMAS HOLDINGS 38,909 50.60  50.60  52.50  49.50  50.00  (0.60)
HNB 769,595 82.70  82.70  82.70  79.00  79.10  (3.60)
HNB ASSURANCE 2,106 39.00  39.00  39.10  38.00  38.80  (0.20)
HNB (HNB.X0000) 2,194 76.00  76.50  76.50  74.00  74.70  (1.30)
HORANA 54,672 31.80  34.00  37.80  32.00  35.40  3.60 
HOTEL SIGIRIYA XR 60,014 50.90  50.50  50.50  47.00  48.40  (2.50)
HOTEL SIGIRIYA (HSIG.R0000)XR 86,652 10.00  10.00  10.00  7.20  8.10  (1.90)
HOTELS CORP. 10 12.20  13.20  13.20  13.20  12.20  0.00 
HUNTERS 524 715.75  675.00  710.00  675.00  708.00  (7.75)
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. 2,320,795 0.30  0.30  0.40  0.30  0.40  0.10 
JAT HOLDINGS 204,405 12.60  12.70  12.70  12.50  12.50  (0.10)
JKH 730,011 128.00  128.00  128.50  127.25  127.75  (0.25)
KANDY HOTELS 2,061 6.80  6.90  7.40  6.90  7.00  0.20 
KAPRUKA 60,937 10.00  10.20  10.20  10.00  10.00  0.00 
KEGALLE 1,823 187.00  190.00  194.50  182.00  189.75  2.75 
KELANI CABLES XD 35,267 277.50  290.00  290.00  271.25  275.50  (2.00)
KELANI TYRES 2,743 58.90  60.40  60.40  58.10  58.90  0.00 
KELANI VALLEY 157,536 84.20  84.20  92.90  84.00  89.30  5.10 
KINGSBURY 27,640 8.70  8.50  8.80  8.50  8.60  (0.10)
KOTAGALA 5,843,108 6.20  6.40  7.10  6.20  6.90  0.70 
L O L C HOLDINGS 140,782 570.00  584.00  600.00  572.00  589.25  19.25 
LANKA ALUMINIUM 41,152 16.50  16.50  17.20  16.50  16.90  0.40 
LANKA ASHOK XD 1 576.25  690.00  690.00  690.00  576.25  0.00 
LANKA HOSPITALS 79,537 55.80  55.70  58.00  53.40  56.20  0.40 
LANKA IOC XD 3,059,349 186.00  190.00  193.00  185.00  188.00  2.00 
LANKA REALTY 135,090 14.30  14.50  15.10  14.50  14.90  0.60 
LANKA TILES 125,542 54.40  54.80  55.00  51.50  52.30  (2.10)
LANKA VENTURES 70 45.00  45.00  45.00  45.00  45.00  0.00 
LANKA WALLTILE 157,766 65.10  62.50  66.90  62.50  66.00  0.90 
LANKEM DEV. 10,002,707 17.70  18.50  22.10  18.50  21.90  4.20 
LAUGFS GAS 4,960 20.00  20.90  20.90  19.90  20.20  0.20 
LAUGFS GAS (LGL.X0000) 10,310 12.20  12.60  12.90  12.60  12.70  0.50 
LAXAPANA 21,052 19.00  19.10  19.50  17.50  17.50  (1.50)
LB FINANCE 6,704 42.70  42.50  42.90  42.00  42.10  (0.60)
LEE HEDGES 355 77.20  76.90  76.90  74.00  74.00  (3.20)
LION  BREWERY 613 500.00  492.00  520.00  492.00  519.50  19.50 
LMF XD 9,785 146.75  146.00  146.00  142.00  144.00  (2.75)
LVL ENERGY 135 7.60  7.80  7.80  7.80  7.80  0.20 
MALWATTE 1,310 60.00  59.90  60.00  54.00  59.80  (0.20)
MALWATTE (MAL.X0000) 10,755 39.40  38.50  39.00  38.00  38.50  (0.90)
MELSTACORP 951,172 52.00  53.30  54.00  51.30  52.30  0.30 
MERC. SHIPPING 126 174.25  173.00  173.00  173.00  173.00  (1.25)
MERCHANT BANK 4,708 3.50  3.60  3.60  3.40  3.50  0.00 
MULLERS 2,411,488 1.10  1.20  1.30  1.10  1.30  0.20 
NAMUNUKULA 3,690 450.75  485.00  485.00  440.00  447.75  (3.00)
NAT. DEV. BANK 18,905 33.60  33.30  33.50  32.90  33.00  (0.60)
NATIONS TRUST 1,652 33.80  34.70  34.70  34.70  34.70  0.90 
NAWALOKA 32,768 5.90  5.90  6.00  5.70  5.70  (0.20)
OVERSEAS REALTY 42,190 14.90  14.80  15.00  14.70  14.80  (0.10)
PAN ASIA 896,042 8.90  8.90  9.00  8.70  8.70  (0.20)
PANASIAN POWER 32,331 3.70  3.70  3.80  3.70  3.80  0.10 
PEOPLE’S INS 49,461 20.50  20.30  21.00  20.00  20.90  0.40 
PEOPLES LEASING 570,010 6.30  6.30  6.50  6.10  6.10  (0.20)
PGP GLASS 30,905 13.60  13.60  14.00  13.50  13.70  0.10 
PRINTCARE PLC 666,658 47.80  48.00  52.50  48.00  50.40  2.60 
R I L PROPERTY 211,946 7.00  7.00  7.30  6.90  6.90  (0.10)
REGNIS 230 48.00  49.90  51.00  49.90  50.00  2.00 
RENUKA AGRI 9,893,004 6.30  6.50  8.10  6.50  7.50  1.20 
RENUKA CITY HOT. 110 350.00  360.00  360.00  359.00  359.00  9.00 
RENUKA FOODS 520,656 23.10  22.10  26.20  22.10  25.70  2.60 
RENUKA FOODS (COCO.X0000) 30,853 14.70  15.00  16.30  15.00  15.90  1.20 
RENUKA HOLDINGS 805,377 13.10  15.00  16.30  15.00  15.40  2.30 
RENUKA HOLDINGS (RHL.X0000) 181,250 10.50  11.10  13.10  11.10  12.60  2.10 
RESUS ENERGY 92,347 15.70  15.90  16.00  15.80  15.90  0.20 
RICHARD PIERIS 213,896 22.40  21.90  23.00  21.40  21.90  (0.50)
ROYAL CERAMIC 481,941 34.20  35.00  35.50  34.50  35.00  0.80 
S M B LEASING 3,642,525 0.80  0.80  0.90  0.70  0.80  0.00 
S M B LEASING (SEMB.X0000) 7,451,535 0.30  0.30  0.30  0.20  0.30  0.00 
SAMPATH 1,875,172 31.20  31.60  32.00  31.10  31.30  0.10 
SAMSON INTERNAT. 14 200.00  190.00  200.00  190.00  200.00  0.00 
SANASA DEV. BANK 19,157 23.10  23.10  23.10  20.50  21.20  (1.90)
SARVODAYA DEVFIN 152,615 11.00  10.90  11.30  10.00  11.00  0.00 
SEYLAN BANK 1,521 28.40  28.00  28.50  28.00  28.50  0.10 
SEYLAN BANK (SEYB.X0000) 13,840 15.20  15.80  15.80  15.20  15.50  0.30 
SEYLAN DEVTS 1,190 12.60  13.00  13.00  12.50  12.50  (0.10)
SHAW WALLACE 990,335 7.30  7.00  8.20  7.00  7.80  0.50 
SIERRA  CABL 83,991 10.30  10.30  10.50  10.00  10.30  0.00 
SINGER FINANCE 14,268 10.20  10.40  10.40  10.00  10.10  (0.10)
SUNSHINE HOLDING 163,884 40.70  41.60  42.80  41.00  41.50  0.80 
SWISSTEK 75,376 15.30  15.20  15.80  15.00  15.50  0.20 
TALAWAKELLE 12,573 80.80  81.60  83.90  80.30  82.50  1.70 
TANGERINE 249 46.80  40.30  46.70  40.30  46.60  (0.20)
TEA SMALLHOLDER 12,242 44.60  45.80  45.90  45.00  45.00  0.40 
TEEJAY LANKA 189,506 45.10  45.50  45.50  44.50  45.00  (0.10)
THREE ACRE FARMS 1,231 156.00  162.00  162.00  159.50  159.75  3.75 
TOKYO CEMENT 83,924 29.50  31.30  31.50  29.30  30.20  0.70 
TOKYO CEMENT (TKYO.X0000) 171,249 22.90  23.50  23.50  22.60  22.90  0.00 
UNION BANK 701,390 6.60  6.90  7.00  6.50  6.70  0.10 
UNION CHEMICALS 1 773.75  798.00  798.00  798.00  773.75  0.00 
UNISYST 20,769 6.70  6.70  7.00  6.60  6.70  0.00 
UNITED MOTORS 402 52.10  54.00  54.90  54.00  54.80  2.70 
VALLIBEL 531,116 6.80  7.00  7.00  6.70  6.80  0.00 
VALLIBEL FINANCE 43,470 23.70  24.30  24.30  23.20  23.70  0.00 
VIDULLANKA 1,083,772 7.00  6.80  6.90  6.60  6.60  (0.40)
VIDULLANKA (VLL-X-0000) 1,000 4.50  4.70  4.70  4.70  4.70  0.20 

WATAWALA 11,766 83.00  84.90  84.90  81.30  81.90  (1.10)
WINDFORCE 55,820 16.20  16.00  16.80  16.00  16.00  (0.20)
YORK ARCADE 963 147.25  135.00  145.00  132.75  133.25  (14.00)
hSENID BIZ 69,280 20.00  20.00  20.80  19.90  20.00  0.00 

SECOND BOARD

ABANS FINANCIAL 128 23.00  23.30  23.30  23.20  23.30  0.30 
AMBEON CAPITAL 459,895 10.30  11.00  11.20  10.10  10.10  (0.20)
BROWNS BEACH 335 10.00  10.10  11.00  10.10  10.90  0.90 
DISTILLERIES 56,526 14.20  14.20  14.90  13.90  14.80  0.60 
GOOD HOPE 6 1,560.00  1,499.75  1,499.75  1,499.75  1,560.00  0.00 
LOLC DEV FINANCE 1,236 280.50  297.75  347.50  270.00  332.75  52.25 
MADULSIMA 348,907 16.20  17.00  18.10  16.60  17.40  1.20 
ODEL PLC 2,500 17.50  17.50  17.50  17.20  17.30  (0.20)
ON’ALLY 12 30.40  26.10  32.90  26.10  30.40  0.00 
ORIENT FINANCE 67 8.20  8.20  8.50  8.20  8.20  0.00 
SENKADAGALA 11 365.50  280.00  425.00  280.00  365.50  0.00 
SINGER SRI LANKA 138,134 9.40  9.50  9.50  9.10  9.20  (0.20)
SLT 184,539 33.80  36.00  42.20  36.00  42.20  8.40 

EMPOWER BOARD

CHRISSWORLD 49,638 16.00  16.00  16.00  14.60  14.70  (1.30)
EML CONSULTANTS 1,517,550 5.50  5.70  5.70  5.20  5.40  (0.10)
EXTERMINATORS 73,771 5.50  6.00  6.10  5.60  6.10  0.60 

DIRI SAVI BOARD

AGSTAR PLC 6,844,210 12.50  12.50  12.70  11.70  11.90  (0.60)
ALUMEX PLC 231,381 8.10  8.30  8.30  7.90  8.00  (0.10)
AMANA LIFE 81 31.80  32.00  32.00  30.00  31.80  0.00 
AMANA TAKAFUL 4,505 9.40  9.30  9.80  9.30  9.40  0.00 
AMBEON HOLDINGS 3,012 40.40  42.30  42.30  40.00  41.10  0.70 
AMF CO LTD 79,665 10.10  9.80  9.90  9.60  9.70  (0.40)
ARPICO INSURANCE 7 18.00  18.90  18.90  18.90  18.00  0.00 
ASIA SIYAKA 68,490 3.50  3.70  3.70  3.50  3.50  0.00 
BANSEI RESORTS 100 9.80  9.50  9.50  9.50  9.50  (0.30)
BERUWALA RESORTS 20,701 1.20  1.10  1.20  1.10  1.10  (0.10)
BOGALA GRAPHITE 2,457 63.00  63.00  64.50  61.50  62.40  (0.60)
BOGAWANTALAWA 510,947 44.00  43.00  50.00  43.00  47.90  3.90 
BPPL HOLDINGS 62,706 24.60  24.60  25.50  24.60  25.00  0.40 
BROWNS 78,111 170.25  172.00  175.00  166.50  173.75  3.50 
BROWNS INVSTMNTS 10,336,035 8.10  8.40  8.40  8.00  8.20  0.10 
C T LAND 1,008 22.90  22.00  23.00  22.00  22.50  (0.40)
C.W.MACKIE XD 29,438 67.90  67.50  68.00  67.00  67.60  (0.30)
CALT 517,089 12.40  11.20  12.70  11.20  12.50  0.10 
CEYLON BEVERAGE 1 740.00  751.00  751.00  751.00  740.00  0.00 
CEYLON TEA BRKRS 41,755 3.80  3.80  4.00  3.80  3.90  0.10 
CFI 261 48.90  50.40  50.40  50.00  50.00  1.10 
CITRUS HIKKADUWA 13,207 5.20  5.40  5.40  4.90  5.00  (0.20)
CITRUS WASKADUWA 154,294 2.20  2.20  2.30  2.10  2.20  0.00 
COM.CREDIT 96,722 26.20  26.90  29.00  26.40  27.50  1.30 
COMMERCIAL DEV. 1 92.00  97.00  97.00  97.00  92.00  0.00 
COOP INSURANCE XD 774,254 3.10  3.20  3.20  3.00  3.00  (0.10)
DILMAH CEYLON 1,806 1,217.25  1,201.00  1,205.25  1,151.00  1,200.00  (17.25)
E - CHANNELLING 50,386 9.50  9.80  11.00  9.80  10.00  0.50 
EDEN HOTEL LANKA 147,484 17.00  17.50  18.00  17.50  17.90  0.90 
ELPITIYA 54,753 96.50  99.00  99.00  90.00  95.40  (1.10)
EQUITY TWO PLC 1 38.00  41.00  41.00  41.00  38.00  0.00 
FC TREASURIES 1,128,381 14.00  14.20  14.40  13.90  14.00  0.00 
FIRST CAPITAL 118,120 10.90  10.90  11.00  10.80  10.90  0.00 
FORTRESS RESORTS 65,164 13.90  13.80  14.10  13.80  14.00  0.10 
GALADARI 48,502 13.60  13.70  13.70  13.20  13.40  (0.20)
HAPUGASTENNE 45,204 47.60  47.90  52.00  47.90  49.90  2.30 
HARISCHANDRA 3 4,926.00  4,950.00  4,950.00  4,900.00  4,926.00  0.00 
HATTON 324,904 21.50  22.00  26.50  21.60  25.10  3.60 
HNB FINANCE 2,188 6.20  7.00  7.00  6.00  6.50  0.30 
HNB FINANCE (HNBF-X-0000) 1,847 6.70  6.70  7.00  6.70  6.80  0.10 
HVA FOODS 37,155 4.50  4.80  4.80  4.50  4.70  0.20 
JANASHAKTHI INS. 6,937 21.50  22.80  22.80  21.00  21.10  (0.40)
JETWING SYMPHONY 1,167 11.10  10.80  11.00  10.80  11.00  (0.10)
JOHN KEELLS 1,448 64.30  62.60  64.50  62.00  62.30  (2.00)
KAHAWATTE 56,267 25.60  26.60  27.50  26.60  27.40  1.80 
KEELLS HOTELS 184,626 14.10  14.80  15.50  14.20  15.20  1.10 
KELSEY 5 20.10  24.80  24.80  24.80  20.10  0.00 
LANKA CERAMIC 5 119.00  118.50  118.50  118.50  119.00  0.00 
LANKEM CEYLON 120,344 41.00  44.80  51.20  44.80  51.10  10.10 
LAUGFS POWER 1,650 10.00  10.90  11.00  10.00  10.80  0.80 
LAUGFS POWER (LPL-X-0000) 100 7.20  7.60  7.60  7.50  7.60  0.40 
LCB FINANCE PLC 24,001 1.90  2.00  2.00  2.00  2.00  0.10 
LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL 710 34.10  34.10  34.10  29.50  30.30  (3.80)
LOLC FINANCE 4,985,978 8.00  8.20  8.30  7.90  8.00  0.00 
LOLC GENERAL INS 821,290 7.70  8.00  8.00  7.30  7.60  (0.10)
LOTUS HYDRO 1,550 9.00  9.10  9.10  9.00  9.10  0.10 
LUMINEX 69 7.10  7.20  7.20  7.20  7.10  0.00 
MACKWOODS ENERGY 504,715 2.40  2.50  2.50  2.40  2.50  0.10 
MAHAWELI COCONUT 303 37.00  39.90  39.90  37.00  37.00  0.00 
MAHAWELI REACH 1,099 14.00  14.00  14.00  14.00  14.00  0.00 
MARAWILA RESORTS 252,046 2.20  2.30  2.40  2.20  2.20  0.00 
MASKELIYA 967,909 42.50  42.50  51.00  42.20  47.90  5.40 
MILLENNIUM HOUSE 31,582 2.70  2.80  2.90  2.70  2.80  0.10 
MYLAND 44,295 11.00  11.00  11.00  10.60  10.70  (0.30)
NESTLE 29 937.00  949.00  950.00  937.00  937.00  0.00 
NUWARA ELIYA 5 1,213.50  1,150.00  1,155.00  1,150.00  1,213.50  0.00 
PEGASUS HOTELS 114 28.00  28.00  28.00  25.00  25.20  (2.80)
PRIMERESIDENCIES 369,079 6.60  6.50  6.70  6.40  6.60  0.00 
RAIGAM SALTERNS 75,026 5.10  5.00  5.40  5.00  5.40  0.30 
RAMBODA FALLS 28,913 28.00  27.90  33.00  27.00  32.90  4.90 
RENUKA HOTELS 1,051 61.00  64.50  64.50  58.00  60.40  (0.60)
RICH PIERIS EXP 2,611 888.00  888.00  889.75  865.00  867.00  (21.00)
ROYAL PALMS 10 22.40  21.90  21.90  21.90  22.40  0.00 
SATHOSA MOTORS 154 178.75  180.25  180.25  180.00  180.00  1.25 
SERENDIB HOTELS 27,690 12.00  12.10  12.50  11.90  12.00  0.00 
SERENDIB HOTELS (SHOT.X0000) 240 8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00  8.00  0.00 
SINGER IND. 128 38.60  38.70  39.00  38.00  38.80  0.20 
SINGHE HOSPITALS 5,389 2.50  2.50  2.60  2.50  2.60  0.10 
SOFTLOGIC 225,922 30.60  32.70  33.40  30.10  30.60  0.00 
SOFTLOGIC CAP 1,553,189 8.30  8.50  8.70  8.10  8.40  0.10 
SOFTLOGIC FIN 46,048 12.20  13.30  14.00  13.20  13.50  1.30 
Softlogic Life 509,278 78.80  83.00  84.00  76.50  80.50  1.70 
TAL LANKA 1,465 16.60  15.50  16.30  15.50  15.60  (1.00)
TESS AGRO 944,188 1.40  1.50  1.60  1.40  1.50  0.10 
TESS AGRO (TESS.X0000) 327,562 1.00  1.10  1.10  1.00  1.00  0.00 
UDAPUSSELLAWA 87,743 85.50  89.50  106.00  88.00  98.00  12.50 
UNION ASSURANCE 26,445 26.50  26.50  26.50  26.00  26.00  (0.50)
VALLIBEL ONE 379,671 47.20  49.00  51.00  47.60  48.50  1.30 

WATCH LIST

HUNAS HOLDINGS 547,027 33.10  34.10  36.80  34.00  34.50  1.40 
MULTI FINANCE 210 13.10  13.10  13.10  11.90  13.00  (0.10)
NATION LANKA 1,369,847 0.70  0.70  0.70  0.60  0.70  0.00 
RADIANT GEMS 509 19.80  20.90  20.90  20.00  20.90  1.10 
SERENDIB ENG.GRP 961 5.70  5.70  5.70  5.60  5.60  (0.10)

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close
Main Board

Security Volume **V.W.A. Open High Low **V.W.A. Change
  Previous    Yesterday’s (Rs.)
  Close    Close

 Market Statistics on 18.08.2022 18.08.2022

1. FRESH COCONUT
Market Price 29th July 2022 to 04th Aug 2022(Source-HARTI)
 
  Wholesale Retail 

(a)Large Size Rs/Nut 75.00-80.00 90.00-110.00 
Small Size Rs/Nut 65.00-70.00 70.00-85.00 

(b)Coconut Development Authority – Colombo Auction 18/08/2022 (For 
Industry Use)

Average Price  65,311.04 T 
Offers  1,061,961 
Nuts Trated  589,239 

Next Auction on 25/08/2022 10.00 a.m. at Coconut Development 
Authority (3rd Floor), No. 11, Duke Street, Col-01. 

(d)Locally Traded (Farm-gate price)
 Rs. 1000 Nuts Rs/Mt (Husked Ex-Mill)

Kurunegala Dist. 50,000-62,000 100,000-108,000
Puttalam Dist. 50,000-55,000 100,000-107,000
Gampaha Dist. 55,000-60,000 95,000-105,000
Hambantota Dist. 45,000-55,000 82,000-90,000

Copra (At Colombo Auction)
Quality of Copra Offered (Kg)
Quality of Copra Sold  (Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra (Top Price) (Rs.250Kg)
M.S. No 1 Copra (Single Average Price) (Rs.250Kg)
M.S. No.1 Copra (Mart Price) (Rs.250kg)
M.S. No.2 and 3 Copra(Single Average Price) (Rs.250kg)
M.S. No.2 and 3 Copra (Market Price) (Rs.250kg) 

2. COPRA - (Locally Traded) 18.08.2022 
daily Copra - Edible  (Rs./250 Kg) 
M.S. No. 1 Copra  (Rs./250 Kg) 85,000 
MS No. 2 Copra  (Rs./250 Kg)  77,500 

3. DESICCATED COCONUT 
Fine Sri Lanka (Domestic) (Rs/Kg) 500-510 N
Medium  (Rs/Kg) 510-540 

4. COCONUT OIL 

Local Wholesale Price (Rs/Mt) 650,000-725,000 N
Philippines (CIF-Rott)
(Oil World) (12/08/2022) (Rs/Mt) 515,994

5. POONAC  (Rs/Mt) 85,000 - 90,000 T
6. MATTRESS FIBRE (Rs/50kg) 1,000-1,250 T
7. OMAT FIBRE (FAQ) (Rs. /50 Kg) 4,000-4,250 T
8. MIX FIBRE (Rs. /50 Kg) 1,250-1,400 T
9. BRISTLE FIBRE 1 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 5,500-6,000 T
10. BRISTLE FIBRE 2 TIE (Rs. /50 Kg) 6,000-6,300 T
11. COCONUT HUSKS (15.08.2022)

District  Rs/per 1,000 husks 

Puttalam  3,500-5,000
Gampaha  4,000-4,500
Matara  5,000-5,500
Kurunegala  4,000-5,500

Coir Fibre (Moisture is more than 50%) Rs/Kg 7.00
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 40%-50% Rs/Kg 7.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 30%-40% Rs/Kg 9.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 20%-30% Rs/Kg 10.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is 10%-20% Rs/Kg 11.50
Coir Fibre (Moisture is less than 10% Rs/Kg 14.00

12. COCONUT SHELL (Rs./MT)  33,000-35,000 T

13. COCONUT SHELL CHARCOAL (Rs/MT)
(05.08.2022-11.08.2022) 
Moisture-12%, Dust 3%  145,000 T
14. COCONUT EKELS (Rs/MT) 90,000-95,000 T

T – Traded
N - Nominal
Courtesy: Coconut Development Authority

18.08.2022
(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted 

by commercial banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Trans-
fers (TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as follows.

CURRENCY  BUYING RATE  SELLING RATE

Australian Dollar  245.8600  257.8056
Canadian Dollar  274.4781  287.5997
Chinese Yuan (Renminbi)  51.7595  54.9715
Euro  361.8953  377.2130
Japanese Yen  2.6389  2.7465
Singapore Dollar  256.8599  268.0164
Sterling Pound  428.4183  445.9100
Swiss Franc  373.2186  390.9541
US Dollar  357.3367  368.7038

(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies 
based on previous day’s market weighted average rate 
for the US$ are as follows.

COUNTRY  CURRENCY  INDICATIVE RATE

Bahrain  Bahrain Dinar  957.4508
Kuwait  Kuwait Dinar  1,176.0386
Oman  Oman Rial  937.5808
Qatar  Qatar Riyal  98.5808
Saudi Arabia  Saudi Arabian Riyal  96.1467
UAE  UAE Dirham  98.2748

(3) The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) 
and the Lowest Prime Rate (LPR) during the week 
ended 12-Aug-2022, by all commercial banks was 
25.31 percent and 15.50 percent respectively.

(4) The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of com-
mercial banks for the month of Jul-2022 was 9.56 per-
cent.
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MARKET STATISTICS 

EQUITY DETAILS TODAY PRV.DAY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) 2,721,321,235.80 3,768,090,850.25
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) 115,688,421 129,131,950
TRADES(NO.) 28,898 34,014
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.) 3,966,701,276,865.40 3,911,645,605,896.65

GOVT. SECURITIES TODAY PRV.DAY
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) - -
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) - -
TRADES(NO.) - -
MARKET CAPITALIZATION(RS.) - 

CORPORATE DEBT TODAY PRV.DAY
  21-Jan-04
VALUE OF TURNOVER(RS.) - 1,267,962.10
VOLUME OF TURNOVER(NO.) - 1,200,000
TRADES(NO.) - 3

EQUITY INDICES TODAY PRV.DAY
PRICE INDICES  
CSE ALL SHARE INDEX 8,910.57 8,907.35
S&P SL 20 INDEX 2,962.33 2,947.00
TOTAL RETURN INDICES  
TRI ON ALL SHARES (ASTRI) 11,970.02 11,965.70
TRI ON S&P SL 20 INDEX (S&P SL20 (TR)) 5,289.62 5,262.24

Throughout 1H 2022, the 
Bank maintained all of its 
capital ratios well above the 
regulatory minimum require-
ments. The Bank maintained 
a strong position with regard 
to its capital ratios with suf-
ficient buffers to absorb any 
shocks that may result from 
economic uncertainties. At 
the end of June 2022, Sam-
path Bank’s total assets sur-
passed Rs. 1.3 tn, denoting 
an increase of Rs. 122 bn 
(annualized growth of 
20.2%) from Rs 1.2 tn as of  
December 31, 2021. 

Total advances grew by 
29.7% (annualized) in 
1H2022 to reach Rs 933 bn 
as at  June 30, 2022, up from 
Rs 813 bn at the end of 
December 2021.

Colombo bourse bounced 
back to the green territory yes-
terday with local and foreign 
investor interest. 

Thus, All-Share Price Index 
increased by 3.2 points 
(+0.0%) to close at 8,910.6 for 
the day whilst S&P SL20 Index 
also gained by 15.3 points 
(+0.5%) to close at 2,962.3. 
Ceylinco Insurance, Hatton 
National Bank, Commercial 
Bank, Richard Pieris and Asiri 
Hospitals remained as the top 
negative contributors to the 
ASPI during the day. Further, 
broader market’s total turnover 
stood at Rs. 2,721.3 mn against 
the 12-month average daily 
turnover of Rs. 4,486.1 mn, 
whilst the volume traded for 
the day was 115,688.4k against 
the 12-month average daily vol-
ume of 214,595.4k. Insurance, 
Banks and Capital Goods 
mostly contributed to yester-
day’s turnover.

The top turnover generators 
for yesterday were Lanka IOC 
Rs.578.9 mn (+1.1%), Expo-
lanka Holdings Rs. 313.5 mn 
(+0.4%), Lankem Develop-
ments Rs. 208.4 mn (+23.7%), 
Browns Investments Rs.84.7 
mn (+1.2%) and LOLC Hold-

ings Rs. 83.1 mn (+3.4%). For-
eigners recorded a net inflow 
of Rs. 83.2 mn yesterday. For-
eign purchases stood at Rs. 
147.8 mn whilst total foreign 
sales amounted to Rs.64.6 mn. 
Additionally, Lankem Ceylon, 
Lankem Developments, Sri 

Lanka Telecom, Udapussellawa 
Plantations and Renuka Agri 
Foods were the top price gain-
ers yesterday whilst Nation 
Lanka Finance, Sanasa Dev. 
Bank, Chrissworld and Ceylin-
co Insurance were the top price 
losers. 

Colombo bourse back in green territory Sampath Bank 
posts ...

From Page 11
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Bank of Ceylon Pedro Point branch was 
recently relocated at Main Street, Pedro Point. 

A special ceremony was held recently with 
the bank’s Assistant General Manager North-
ern Province V. Sivananthan, Operations 
Manager Northern Province S. Anandaraja, 
Jaffna Super Grade Branch Chief Manager K. 
Suwaganasundaram, Regional Manager Jaff-
na-East U. Yogarajasingam, Point Pedro 
Police Station OIC Priyantha Amarasinghe 
and Point Pedro Branch Branch Manager R. 
Rathnaraj.

Equipped with CDM and ATM facilities, 
the relocated BOC Pedro Point branch stands 
to play a greater role in advancing socio-eco-

nomic well-being of its customers in the 
region. It is enabled to offer a enhanced tai-
lor-made banking solutions to meet customer 
requirements inclusive of digital banking 
solutions.  

BOC Point Pedro is connected with the net-
work of 646 BOC branches across the coun-
try, hence, granting customers with the privi-
lege of carrying out banking transactions to 
any part of the country through the Point 
Pedro branch.   

The branch also offers a wide array of 
banking services to its customers inclusive of 
deposit products such as current and local or 
foreign currency savings and fixed deposit 

accounts, investment plans, retail loan prod-
ucts and special development loans schemes. 
Moreover, customers can also avail them-
selves of international debit/credit cards and 
international money transfer/remittances ser-
vices. 

In order to conduct daily banking transac-
tions with greater convenience, customers can 
also enroll for digital banking services such as 
BOC Smart online banking, B-APP mobile 
banking and SmartPay QR scan mobile app 
through the branch.   

Bank of Ceylon relocates Point Pedro branch   

With the prevailing challeng-
ing economic situation in the 
country where people are look-
ing for ways and means to 
reduce their daily expenses 
Dialog Axiata PLC, considering 
these current challenges, is 
offering a 10% bonus/ discount 

on all reloads and bill payments 
made using the simple and user-
friendly MyDialog App to its 
valued customers. 

“Thanks to the MyDialog 
App, you no longer have to go 
anywhere to reload/pay your 
bills, saving you the hassle of 

travelling at this time when it’s 
difficult to even move about for 
essentials,” dialog said. 

Along with this, by taking 
advantage of this offer, you will 
be able to save on your daily 
spending for reloads and bill 
payments.

The offer is valid for three 
months, from June to August 
2022 and all you have to do is 
just save your debit/credit card 
on the MyDialog App.

“Once you do that, you can 
pay your bills with just a few 
taps at anytime, anywhere, 

more conveniently than ever 
before.  And, each time you do, 
you’ll receive a 10% bonus/ 
discount for any Dialog reload 
& bill payments until August 
2022,” 

More details can be obtained 
from, https://dlg.lk/MDoffers

Dialog offers 10% saving on reloads, bill via MyDialog App

Amaya Hills, Kandy going 
beyond their traditional Bradby 
deals are offering a series of special 
‘deal’ for the 76th Bradby Shield 
encounter between Trinity College 
and Royal College on  September 3.

The Resort will be offering trans-
fers from the train station to the 
resort, shuttle service to Pallekele 
stadium and back, live music featur-

ing OIC, papare bands, a gala din-
ner buffet from 7 p.m. to midnight 
with a massive spread of Interna-
tional and local cuisine, live cook-
ing stations, bites corners, beverage 
promotions and entrance to the Le 
Garage nightclub after party with 
Sun FM.

This would be followed by a lav-
ish breakfast buffet on September 4 

and an unlimited brunch all for a 
special price. In addition to this, the 
resort will also offer a special rate 
for two adults inclusive of transport 
from   Kingsbury Colombo to 
Amaya Hills Kandy and back. The 
Resort features some of the most 
talented Chefs in the city displaying 
skill and flair, taking you on a gas-
tronomic journey.

Amaya Hills Kandy also boasts 
the most popular nightclub in the 
city – Le Garage which will reopen 
its doors on September 3, together 
with SUN FM DJ’s taking over the 
floor to give the best night of your 
life in Kandy with a brilliant after 
party featuring their best DJ’s. From 
midnight snacks to special beverage 
promotions are also offered. 

Amaya Hills Kandy is located in 
the lush green mountain range of 
Hantana bordering the best views in 
the city, with a unique view of sun-
sets and cool vibes. “With 100 
rooms and suites, restaurants, a 
rooftop view bar, nightclub and a 
large pool, the resort is the ideal 
location for the vibrant Bradby 
weekend,” a hotel official said. 

Amaya Hills, Kandy offers special deals for Bradby Shield

DFCC Bank partners SLASSCOM, provides financing 
solutions for sustainable power generation  

DFCC Bank has entered into a 
partnership with SLASSCOM, the 
apex body representing the IT/
BPM industry in Sri Lanka, a sec-
tor that is one of the top foreign 
exchange earners for the country.  

Given that the industry has been 
adversely impacted as a result of 
the present energy crisis, through 
this partnership, DFCC Bank and 
SLASSCOM will work together to 
provide accessible and affordable 
financing for sustainable power 
generation for the sector, through 
special financing schemes, conces-
sionary rates, and other exclusive 
benefits.   

Acknowledging the crucial need 

for such a scheme at this time, Thi-
mal Perera Director and CEO, at 
DFCC Bank said, “Ensuring sus-
tainable, reliable and even self-suf-
ficient power generation for this 
sector is essential at this juncture. 
Thus, we have worked together 
with SLASSCOM to present the 
industry with tenable sustainable 
solutions.   

SLASSCOM Vice Chair Ashique 
Ali said, “Sri Lanka’s IT/BPM sec-
tor is one of the key foreign 
exchange earners for Sri Lanka 
with earnings topping USD 1.5 bil-
lion in 2021 and projected to reach 
USD 5 billion by 2025. This is an 
industry that has shown resilience 

throughout the pandemic, and 
thereafter the current financial cri-
sis, growing in exports and 
employment; adopting flexible 
work arrangements to deliver on its 
commitments to global clients and 
investors.”  

“The industry has taken the initi-
ative to encourage IT-BPM compa-
nies and the workforce to adopt 
solar energy solutions to overcome 
electricity supply disruptions. 
Industry wide adoption will reduce 
the dependence on the national grid 
and contribute to reducing the for-
eign exchange outflow for fuel 
imports. It is SLASSCOM’s vision 
to position Sri Lanka as a green 

destination for the IT/BPM indus-
try. Adoption of sustainable energy 
sources and looking after employee 
wellbeing will help us move 
towards our ESG goals.”  

Through its Sustainability Strate-
gy, DFCC Bank seeks to create a 
resilient world for everyone. 
Developed and implemented in 
2020, DFCC Bank’s Sustainability 
Strategy maps out the Bank’s sus-
tainability goals for the next dec-
ade, to ensure that DFCC Bank 
emerges as one of Sri Lanka’s most 
sustainable and resilient banks, 
providing and creating exceptional 
value for all of its stakeholders. 

The Commercial Bank 
of Ceylon has scaled 
new heights in digital 
innovation, becoming 
the first bank in Sri 
Lanka to take banking to 
the realm of wearable 
technology.  

The Bank’s and the 
country’s first “wearable 
banking” product was 
achieved with the inte-
gration of access to and 
select features of, the 
Bank’s ‘Flash’ Digital 
Account with Apple 
Watch in collaboration 
with Digital Payment Services Pvt Ltd.  

Flash account holders who own 
Apple watches linked to iPhones can 
now check their account balances and 
check payment requests and bill sharing 
requests from the smartwatcheson their 
wrists without reaching for their 
phones, the Bank said.  

 “We are excited about this latest 
innovation because it is the first step in 
a stimulating new journey of infinite 
possibilities,” Commercial Bank Man-
aging Director and CEO Sanath Mana-
tunge said; “Smart watches are no long-
er a gimmick of the so-called tech 
nerds. They are playing a growing role 
in enhancing convenience for a signifi-
cant customer segment, which we 

expect to grow substantial-
ly in the years ahead. As a 
leader in digital banking, 
Commercial Bank is proud 
to introduce another 
breakthrough banking 
solution in the form of 
wearable banking.”  

While the first step of 
this initiative focuses on 
enabling account balance 
view and accepting fund 
transfer requests, the Bank 
is already exploring the 
possibility of enabling 
additional features such as 

bill payments and own 
account transfers that will significantly 
enhance the functionality of wearable 
banking, Manatunge added.  

Flash users who own Apple watches 
can install the Flash app to their watch-
es via their iPhones, creating a shortcut 
to the app on the list of apps accessible 
via their watches.   

The app is equipped with a Quick 
Response (QR) Payment module that 
enables users to scan a LANKAQR 
code of any merchant to make pay-
ments directly from their accounts to 
the merchant for purchases. It is also 
integrated with the PickMe app QR and 
enables customers to add any bank 
account to top up Flash and make pay-
ments via the ‘JustPay’ feature.   

SLIIT, Faculty of Engineering, organized the annual 
‘ROBOFEST 2022’ competition held physically and on-site 
after a hiatus of several years and set to showcase partici-
pant’s knowledge, innovation, teamwork and dedication.  

This year too, the competition is being held under two cat-
egories: the School and University Category. Registration for 
the competition is now open, with August 19 announced as 
closing date for all applications. ROBOFEST Event Day is 
scheduled for September 26 at the SLIIT Malabe Campus.  

SLIIT ROBOFEST is recognized as the premier robotic 
competition in Sri Lanka. The event is an excellent opportu-
nity for participants to showcase their theoretical and practi-
cal knowledge of robotics in an exciting and energetic 
atmosphere. With the event’s growing popularity, the organ-
isers are dedicated to ensuring the annual competition is 
more innovative, exciting, and competitive each year.   

This year’s competition has been designed to challenge the 
competitors in technical aptitude, innovation and imagina-
tion, which, no doubt, will make for an interesting and tight-
ly contested competition.   

To compete in the University category, each team must 
design and build a fully autonomous robot and impart to the 
micro-mouse an adaptive intelligence to explore different 
maze configurations and to work out the optimum route for 
the shortest travel time from start to finish.   

In the School category, participants should design and 
implement a mobile robot capable of navigating along a 
playing field following lines and line maze solving. In addi-
tion, the robot should be able to pick up, carry and place a 
specified object from point A to B. Participants must submit 
a video demonstrating that their robot is capable of success-
fully navigating the specified Level 1 playing field.   

The qualifying participants will then compete in Level 2 
of the competition on the day of ROBOFEST 2022 at the 
venue.   The organisers aim to conduct an online informa-
tional and outreach session for each category. Details of the 
programme will be posted on the competition Facebook page 
shortly.  

Attractive prizes including awards and cash presentations 
are on offer for winners from both categories.  

ROBOFEST continues to promote the mastery of multiple 
STEM and computer science subjects, which in turn drives 
preparation for high-tech careers.   

Samathri Kariyawasam VP General Legal, DFCC Bank, Anton Arumugam SVP Offshore 
Banking, Remittance and Business Development DFCC Bank, Thimal Perera Director 
and CEO, DFCC Bank, Ashique Ali Vice Chair, SLASSCOM, Jehan Perinpanayagam 
Vice Chair, SLASSCOM, Nishan Mendis Director Finance, SLASSCOM, and Chamind 
De Silva Executive Director, SLASSCOM.  

ComBank revolutionizes Lankan banking with 
‘wearable banking’ via Flash Digital Account  

SLIIT organisers ROBOFEST 2022 
with onsite competition   

Maliban Biscuit Compa-
ny launched another pro-
gramme in the series of 
Maliban Yahagunaye Utta-
ma Pranama programmes, 
centered in Anuradhapura.

The Maliban Biscuit 
Company has been con-
stantly committed to 
strengthening the lives and 
futures of Sri Lankan chil-
dren. A noteworthy mis-
sion has been put forward 
to identify gifted children 
with various difficulties 
who do not meet the task 
of improving their nutri-
tional needs and providing 
quality education. The 
objective of this pro-
gramme is to provide chil-
dren with the necessary 
support to succeed in their 
educational journey.

A program was recent-
ly implemented as a part 
of the ongoing social care 

to distribute essential 
school supplies to gifted 
children in Anuradhapura 
who were unable to 
achieve their educational 
goals since they are suf-
fering from various diffi-
culties. 

This event was held in 
front of Anuradhapura Jaya 
Sri Maha Bodhi Premises 
in the presence of Anurad-
hapura’s District Secretary, 
R. M. G. Senaratne, repre-
sentatives of the Maliban 
Company, children’s par-
ents, and a large number of 
devotees. 

Maliban’s Regional 
Sales Manager Nishantha 
Karunarathna stated that 
Maliban, as a brand that 
has grown with the people, 
hopes every Sri Lankan 
child receives a successful 
education. Maliban is an 
organization that is dedi-

cated to bringing that 
dream to fruition.

“We have launched 
numerous programs to 
encourage children who 
are struggling to meet their 
goals, particularly those 
who suffer various diffi-
culties. Moreover, we have 
identified children in 
remote villages of the Anu-
radhapura district who are 
seeking educational sup-
port.”

“Maliban will continue 
implementing this program 
for children in various 
areas in the future, to pro-
vide relief to parents in the 
current challenging situa-
tion. Despite the current 
situation of the country, we 
strongly believe that our 
priority is to fulfill our 
responsibilities for the wel-
fare of the country and 
society”.

Maliban supports schoolchildren in Anuradhapura

BOC officials and invitees at the opening.    

Gunawardana Tea Factory, situated 
in Akuressa has been successful in 
obtaining yet another all-time record 
price of Rs.2,150  per kg on a BM 
grade in the off grade category, which 
was sold at the E-auction held on  
August 17 and 18, 2022 by breaking 
its own latest record prices of 

Rs.2,100 for the same grade (sold at 
the auction held on August 8 -9  
2022).

Gunawardana Tea Factory is 
renowned for manufacturing high 
quality, award winning teas and is 
well-known for achieving top prices 
frequently at weekly tea auctions. This 

Tea Factory is owned and managed by 
the Proprietor, J.J. Gunawardana who 
is reputed in manufacturing high qual-
ity, standard ‘Ceylon Tea’ at all times.

This line of tea was successfully 
auctioned by Mercantile Produce Bro-
kers (Pvt) Ltd and purchased by 
Ahamed Teas (Pvt) Ltd.

Gunawardana tea factory celebrates yet another all-time record price
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FIZEL JABIR

Having all the support-
ive agricultural base and 
having 25% of the coun-
try’s people engaged in 
agriculture still the island 
has to resort to import food 
spending somewhere 
around USD 2.5 billion,” 
affirmed Roshan Raja-
durai addressing the 
Advocata Reset conference 
which concluded recently 
in Colombo.

It is therefore evident 
that although one fourth of 
the population engaged in 
agriculture with supportive 
irrigation and riverine sys-
tems, the sector was still in 
a very bad state. Although 
paddy has been the staple 
crop with 1.8 million peo-
ple engaged in paddy culti-
vation, if one looks at the 
figures paddy farmers were 
in eternal debt cycle. This 
was not only applicable to 
paddy but other crops as 
well.

Having all the advantag-
es, the country’s agricul-
tural sector and workers 
were not thriving. This is 
evident with the cost of 
rice imports to Sri Lanka 
in 2020 exceeding Rs 2 
billion. However, he noted 
that the inherent geograph-
ical topography climate 
and ecosystem of Sri Lan-
kan land provided a 
favorable platform which 
can invigorate agriculture 
on which about 28% of the 
island’s employed people 
were directly involved.

“More so 77% of our 
population is rural based 
and most of these agricul-
tural holders or operators 
are in the region so by 
invigorating agriculture we 
can uplift the quality of 
life and the lifestyle of 
about two million of our 
population,” he observed. 
Rajadurai also claimed that 
agriculture was important 
to Sri Lanka in terms of 

the country’s food security, 
noting that during the pre-
pandemic period Sri Lanka 
had 90% food security.

“I look at this sector as 
having enormous potential 
to develop. Agriculture is 

not the dead end it is prob-
ably a start because we 
have this kind of potential 
and this is the scenario 
currently. 

So what I feel is that the 
country’s agriculture sector 
is like a huge giant tied 
down by thousands of 
small strings which resem-
bles the giant in the story 
of Gulliver. Rajadurai 
attributed the current state 
of the agriculture sector to 
very low land and labour 
productivity, improper land 

use, small size of holdings, 
declining land under culti-
vation, poor knowledge 
and awareness by opera-
tors, high labour compo-
nent cost, insecurity of ten-
ure and ownership terms, 
diseconomies of scale, low 
use of technology, innova-
tion, mechanization and 
automation, climate 
impact, subsistence and 
homestead crop farming 
system and no guaranteed 
price and government poli-
cies among others

‘Invigorating agriculture could save 
billions spent on food imports’

As India celebrates 75 years of 
independence, India launched a 
global campaign to mark 75 years 
of a progressive and self-reliant 
country with vistas of modernism 
and technological advancement.

India has made headway with 
giant strides in converting the 
country into an economic hub in 
the Indian Ocean region. It has 
already taken up the challenge of 
emerging as an assiduous and 
unremitting giant in Asia in every 
sense of the word in a short time 
frame.

 As one of the largest econo-
mies in the world and valued at 
two trillion dollars, India has the 
potential for rapid expansion to a 
five trillion dollar economy by 
2026-27.

According to the Hindu News-
paper, Chief Economic Adviser V. 
Anantha Nageswaran said that 
India is in a relatively better posi-
tion than other emerging econo-
mies and predicted a five trillion 
economy in 2026-27 and ten tril-
lion by 2033-34 he said address-
ing an event organised by the 
UNDP India.

. Adding greetings to India on 
its 75th Independence Day cele-
brations, US President Joe Biden 
on Sunday joined the people of 
India to honour the democratic 

journey of the country, saying that 
the two nations are indispensable 
partners.

The United States also joined 
the people of India to honour its 
democratic journey, guided by the 
message of truth and non-violence 
by Mahatma Gandhi.

“We (US) also celebrate the 
75th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between India and the 
US this year. The two nations are 
indispensable partners. The US-
India Strategic Partnership is 
grounded in our shared commit-
ment to the rule of law and pro-
motion of human freedom and 
dignity,” Biden said.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Ranil Wickremesinghe, grac-
ing the occasion of gifting a 
Dornier Maritime Reconnaissance 
aircraft to Sri Lanka that coincid-
ed with India Independence Day, 
said history has put Sri Lanka and 
India together. India and Sri 
Lanka are like two sides of a sin-
gle coin. Because of that, both 
countries commit themselves to 
further strengthening of relation-
ships.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is on an unremitting for-
ward march and President Wick-
remesinghe says India-Sri Lanka 
is like two sides of a single coin.

In these circumstances, India is 
confident that it will be recog-
nised as a global leader sooner 
rather than later as one of the 
largest democracies. A member of 
the BRICS nations along with 
Brazil, Russia, China, and South 
Africa, India is making refine-
ment as an emerging economic 
giant.

Most Indians hold Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in high esteem 
because they believe the growth 
sustained by India is superior to 
what it was ten years ago.

Although little less than half of 
the population relies on agricul-
ture as their primary source of 
income, the information technolo-
gy industry is where the growth 
shows an upward trend and con-
centration.

India is also a member of 
numerous international financial 
institutions, including the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
the International Monetary Fund, 
and the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

At the same time, India hopes 
to take over the leadership of the 
G20 countries on November 20, 
taking another significant step 
forward. The G20 countries col-
lectively account for 60% of the 
global population, 80% of global 

GDP, and 75% of worldwide 
commerce.

Every year, members of the 
G20 rotate, holding the presiden-
cy, and the country currently 
holding the presidency, along with 
the prior and following presiden-
cy-holder, constitute the “Troika” 
to assure continuity. According to 
the Ministry of External Affairs, 
after Indonesia, India will hold 
the G-20 presidency from Decem-
ber 1, 2022, and convene the first 
G20 summit in 2023. The 2023 
summit is to be held in the union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

The first G20 Summit was in 
2008 in Washington DC, the Unit-
ed States.

The G20 has no permanent sec-
retariat. The G20 representatives, 
referred to as “Sherpas,” collabo-
rate with the finance ministers 
and central bank governors to 
coordinate the timetable and 
activities. India recently said ex-
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant 
would be the G20 Sherpa after 
Piyush Goyal.. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has given leadership to the Indian 
representation at G20 summits 
since 2014. In a recent paper by 
the Observer Research Group, 
under the caption, “What will 
India’s G20 presidency focus on,” 

authored by SAMIR SARAN and 
JHANVI TRIPATHI, said: 
“India’s Presidency must leave 
the grouping with the agility and 
energy to respond to new realities. 
It must create a future-ready mul-
tilateralism through a novel and 
robust institutional architecture. 
India’s, agenda must resonate 
beyond the one year it holds the 
presidency.”

“Two major transformations 
will define our economies and 
societies going forward: the digi-
tal transition and the green transi-
tion. Both are key to addressing 
the development challenge as 
well. These transitions are the 
meeting point of geopolitical and 
youth aspirations that will dictate 
our political, economic, and 
social well-being.”

On the digital front, India, to 
a large extent, has been a first 
mover. Indian youth aspirations 
are digital-first; the government 
has responded, and the digital 
economy is at the centre of its 
aim for a $5-trillion economy by 
the second half of the 2020’s.

The youth survey carried out 
by the Observer Research Foun-
dation on tech policy found that 
83% of respondents want India 
to adopt- policies that prioritise 
its domestic technology indus-

try. At the same time, 80% wel-
come greater cooperation with 
international partners on tech-
nology. An appropriate balance 
is needed where technological 
multilateralism does not come at 
the cost of the needs of develop-
ing countries.

The Think Tank 20 (T20) 
engagement process has identi-
fied the internet as a fundamen-
tal right and that technology 
access is vital to reducing ine-
qualities. 

India- G20 must also recog-
nise the unprecedented carbon-
constrained nature of future 

growth. Arguments for a green 
transition can no longer be lim-
ited to the moral high ground of 
saving the planet. 

India is ready to handle these 
challenges with diligence and 
for the well-being of the devel-
oping nations as an emerging 
global economy.

India also can, through its ini-
tiatives, resuscitate the ailing 
economies in the region and cre-
ate a new economic order for 
the Asian region with the aim of 
uplifting not only India but the 
entire region as a global eco-
nomic powerhouse.

India targets a five-trillion-dollar economy by 2026

IFS, the global cloud enter-
prise software company, report-
ed its financial results for H1 as 
of June 30, 2022, with its share 
of Recurring Revenue reaching 
71% of Total Revenues and 
Software Revenues reaching 
76% of Total Revenues.

In the first 12 months of IFS 
Cloud’s general availability, the 
company reported the same 
number of new users as it 
secured over a 25 year period 
with previous generation soft-
ware.

IFS CEO Darren Roos com-
mented: “Our H1 results estab-
lish the importance of investing 
in the things our customers care 
about – a quality solution that 
end-users enjoy using, that is 
implemented quickly and effec-
tively.” Roos continued: “Build-
ing a strong and healthy busi-
ness, whilst delivering growth 
has been a key theme for the 
first half of the year as we see 
macroeconomic challenges 
starting to emerge. Our differ-
entiation of empowering our 
customers to deliver amazing 
moments of service to their cus-
tomers is compelling, but in the 
immediate term, the speed and 
extent of the value we can 
return to a customer in how 

they navigate the headwinds is 
key.”

IFS Chief Financial Officer, 
Constance Minc, commented: 
“Our H1 performance demon-
strates we have built further 
resilience into our business with 
a significant increase in our 
ARR driven by an uplift in the 
share of Cloud ACV at 68% 
and Subscription ACV at 78% 
YTD. Our H1 Net Revenue also 
showed an increase of 14% 
YoY, a strong result aligned to 
our strategy of moving more 
consulting revenue to our grow-
ing partner ecosystem. In addi-
tion to our organic growth, we 
are acquiring businesses with 
strong foundations as well as a 

proposition that will add func-
tionality and choice to benefit 
our customers.”

Following the close of H1 
2022, IFS announced the acqui-
sition of Ultimo, a provider of 
Cloud Enterprise Asset Man-
agement (EAM) software. IFS 
is a leader in the EAM space, 
thanks to its ability to uniquely 
offer customers Intelligent 
Asset + Service capabilities. In 
H1 2022, Gartner named IFS as 
the #1 vendor in its Global 
EAM Market Share report for 
2021, in addition winning the 
Gartner Peer Insight Customers’ 
Choice Award for EAM soft-
ware.

Other industry analyst acco-
lades from H1 2022 included 
being named a Leader in three 
IDC MarketScape reports 
(Worldwide Manufacturing 
Service Life-Cycle Manage-
ment Platforms 2022, World-
wide Field Service Manage-
ment Solutions for Utilities 
2022 and Worldwide SaaS and 
Cloud-Enabled Manufacturing 
ERP Applications 2022), as 
well as being listed in the 
Constellation Research Short-
list for Field Service Manage-
ment and Product-Centric 
Cloud ERP 2022.

IFS reports sharp increase in ARR + 33% YoY, 
Software Revenues YTD 76%

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with US President Joe Biden 
at the G20 Summit in Rome. (Photo: PTI)

IFS CEO Darren Roos

On August 17, 2022, the 
Indonesian 
Ambassador to Sri 

Lanka and the Maldives, 
Dewi Gustina Tobing, 
handed over a donation 
package worth LKR 2.5 
million to the Sri Lankans in 
need after the flag-hoisting 
ceremony commemorating 
the 77th Indonesian 
Independence Day, which 
took place at the 
Indonesian Embassy 
premises in Colombo.

The event, which took place at 9.20 am, 
was attended by the Indonesian 
Community residing  in Sri Lanka, 
representatives of the Sri Lanka Indonesia 
Friendship Association (SLIFA), Sri 
Lanka Malay Association (SLMA), 

religious representatives and other guests. 
In addition, other Indonesians in Sri 
Lanka and the Maldives who could not 
attend in person were also joined through 
online. The flag-hoisting ceremony was 
led by Major Achmad Febryanto, an 
Indonesian military officer currently 
studying at the Defence Services 
Command and Staff College (DSCSC) in 
Sri Lanka, while the flag-raising personnel 
were Dita Setiawan, Nisa Nurfitriani and 
Zakat Siregar.

After the flag-hoisting ceremony, 
Ambassador Dewi Gustina Tobing, in her 
remarks thanked the Indonesian people in 
Sri Lanka who attended the ceremony. 
Ambassador Dewi also expressed high 
appreciation to representatives of the Sri 
Lankan community who  attended the 
event. "August 2022 is a special month 
for Indonesia considering that there are 
two important events, namely the 77th 
Anniversary of Independence Day of 
Indonesia and the 70th Anniversary of 

Diplomatic Relations between Indonesia 
and Sri Lanka," said Ambassador Dewi.

"Today, we handed over a donation 
package, consisting of various types of 
food, as a form of solidarity and 
friendship," said Ambassador Dewi. The  
donation was funded by  the Indonesian 
community in Sri Lanka and the Maldives 
as well as from the Indonesian community 
in Western Australia,   where the 
Ambassador was posted earlier.

Ambassador Dewi Tobing symbolically 
handed over the donation to the 
representatives of religious organization 
in Sri Lanka, i.e. to the Venerable 
Watinapaha, Somananda Thera the 
Director of Education of State Ministry 
of Dhamma Schools, Pirivenas and 
Bhikku Education;  Ramachandra 
Kurukkal Babu Sharma, the Secretary of 
International Hindu Religious 
Federation; Reverend Father Anura 
Perera, Director of Department of Social 
Responsibility Methodist Church; and to 

the Muslim community represented by  
Rilwan Careem the General Secretary of 
Malay Association. Ambassador Dewi 
further said that in the context of 70 
years of diplomatic relations Indonesia-
Sri Lanka and the 30th Anniversary of 
SLIFA, the Indonesian Embassy in 
Colombo and SLIFA is organizing a 
charitable bazaar in October 2022 in 
helping Sri Lankans in need."

In April 2022, Indonesia has provided 
humanitarian assistance to Sri Lanka in 
the form of medicines and medical 
equipment worth US$ $ 1.6 million", 
said Ambassador Dewi.

The flag-hoisting ceremony, 
complemented by the cutting of Nasi 
Tumpeng (the cone-shaped rice dish), as 
the Indonesian traditional symbolizing 
of gratitude. Ambassador and the 
Indonesian community also song 
Indonesian patriotic songs to show 
respect and dedication to their beloved 
country.

Indonesian ambassador hands over donation package to 
Sri Lankans in need at the 77th Indonesian Independence Day
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Royal vs Trinity: schools rugby rivalry that transcends barriers
DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA   

Melbourne West Cricket 
Academy(MWCA) had a Suc-
cessful Cricket tour of Sri Lanka 
recently and youngsters really 
enjoyed this short tour which 
was organised by SS Sports and 
Tours, the Founder and Manag-
ing Director of the Company, 
former Sri Lanka National Crick-
et Squad Member, Sri Lanka ‘A’ 
Team, Sri Lanka U23, U20, U19 
First Class Player Suranjith Silva. 
He was partnered by Sri Lankan 
Express. Managing Director 
Dilan Fernando to make this 
tour.   

The Coaches,who travelled 
with the team were Head Coach 
Upul Fernando (former Sri Lanka 
A, U24, U19 First Class player ) 
and his Assistant Coach Brenton 
Jones. In fact this tour was highly 
successful in which players of the 
Melbourne West Cricket Acade-
my got match exposure at venues 
like Mahinda Rajapaksa Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium Hamban-
tota ,SSC grounds and   

Welagedera Stadium Kurune-
gala said former Sri Lankan leg 
spinner Suranjith Silva .   

The Aussie youngsters. also 
witnessed the first test between 
-Sri Lanka and Australia at Galle    
International Cricket Stadium   

The Melbourne Western Crick-
et Academy players handed over 
cricket gear to the team members 
of the opponent teams especially 
at Great Cricket School Academy 
at Monaragala which helped to 
build up friendship which was 
the main focus on this tour.   

Melbourne West Cricket Acad-
emy Team Cam Saliba, Hunter 
Togni, Yunal Sumathipala , Jack 
Hussey , Spence Lang, Gyan 
Weerasiri , Jayvier Virk Harvey 

Wade,Sithum Induruwage,    Jar-
rod Gaylard, Ashley Fernando   
Match scores    1st match 
against Neil Rajapaksha 
Academy at MCA grounds 
T20 game ( Melbourne West 
Cricket Academy ( MWCA)won 
by 39 Runs )   

MWCA 107/8 wickets Cam 
Saliba 30,Spence Lang 30 Jack 
Hussey 15 Neil Rajapaksa Acad-

emy 68 all out Ashley Fernando 
4 for 8 Yunal Sumathipala 3 for 
10   

2nd match against MCA 
Academy at MCA grounds T 
20 ( MCA won by 8 wkts MWCA 
100 Jayvier Virk 23, Hunter 
Togni 14 MCA Academy 101/2 
wickets Harvey Wade 2 for 12    
3rd match against SSC at SSC 
40 overs ( SSC won by one 
wicket MWCA 165,Cam Saliba 
59,Yunal Sumathipala 32,Ashley 
Fernando 21 SSC 166/9 wickets 
Yunal Sumathipala 4 for 38    4 
th match against Great Crick-
et School Academy Monaraga-
la at Hambantota International 
Cricket Stadium (40 overs ) 
MWCA won by 164 Runs )    
MWCA 298/8 wickets Cam Sali-
ba 80,Gyan Weerasiri 48 Yunal 
Sumathipala 45    Great Cricket 
School 134 all out Jayvier Virk 3 
for 24,Jarrod Gaylard 4 for 14    
5th Match against Maliyadeva 
(40 over) At Welagedara Sta-
dium    MWCA 174 Sithum 
Induruwage 30,Cam Saliba 22 
Jack Hussey 21,Hunter Togni 19 
Spence Lang 19 Maliyadeva 
175/3 wickets Jack Hussey 1 for 
10,Yunal Sumathipala 1 for 12.   

MWCA make a successful tour of Lanka   

Kandy Youth Cricket Club 
have geared for the Division one 
fourth Governors trophy tourna-
ment and played the first game 
on Wednesday. This club is one 
of the top cricket playing clubs 
within the cricket structure of 
Kandy and earned a promotion 
to Division I - the Sara Trophy 
Cricket Tournament.  

Kandy Youth Cricket Club 
came out for the first game with 
a good talented side and played 
the first game on August 17 
against last year’s champions 
Moratuwa SC at Wickremabahu 
Grounds Gampola which was a 
low scoring game where Mor-
atuwa SC won. Kandy YCC bat-
ing fist made 123 in 34 over’s 
with Sandaru Dias – 24, Chatura 
Kumarasiri- 22, Hasintha Polko-
tuwa- 18. Nimesh Fernando took 
4 for18 and Vinuja Ranasinghe 2 
for 28. Moratuwa SC scored - 
127 for 8 wickets in 35 over’s 
Hashika Fernando-16, Asanka 
Lokuketiya-17, Sandaru Dias 4 
for 21, Chatura Kumarasiri- 3 for 
43 and Dulara Bandulasena 1 for 
20  

The 2nd game is on 20th 
August with Servatious SC at 
Matara, on 24th vs Rio SC at 
Wickremabahu Grounds on 31st 
Aug vs Sandalanka S.C at Wick-
remabahu Grounds and the rest 
of the matches on the card –are 
against Antonians SC,Kurunegala 
S.C, United Southern, Malay CC, 
Narammala S.C, Hettipola SC, 
Old Zahirians.   

This time the team is blended 
with few experienced players 
and schoolboy cricketers from 
St. Anthony’s, St. Sylvester’s, 

Kingswood, Dharmaraja, Sri 
Rahula , Thurstan, Wickremaba-
hu and the side will be led by  
experienced player Chatura 
Kumarasiri. Under his able lead-
ership Kandy Youth C.C won all 
first round games in last year’s 
Governors trophy competition 
and entered the final round.  

Chatter Kumarasiri will be 
well supported by former school 
captains Mohamed Kamil of St. 
Anthonys College, Ganidu Kam-
burugamuwa, Deegayu Bandara 
from Kingswood College, Bawan-
tha Udampitiya from Dharmaraja 
College, Sadaru Dias from 
Thurstan College. Malcolm 
Perera the current president of 
the club is well supported by 
Anton Perera Secretary, Manjula 
Phihilianga, Upul Gamarachchi, 
Bandulasena, Roland Perera, Pal-
inda de Silva and Lalith Ranjan 
from the coaching staff.   

This time their squad is made 
out of players like Chatura 
Kumarasiri (Capt), Ganidu 
Kamburugamuwa, Madushan 
Bothotage, Saman Ambilmeega-
ma, Mohamed Kamil, Bawantha 
Udampitiya, Sandaru Dias, 
Kasun Maduranga, Dinidiya 
Polkotuwa, Devinda Dissanay-
ake, Hasintha Polkotuwa, Deeg-
ayu Bandara, Hshika Gamage, 
Yohan Ranameramulla, Kaveesha 
Bandara, Dulara Bandulasena, 
Isuru Pannala, Charuka Ayes-
han, Sanuth Nandinu, Shashika 
Basnayake, Abdul Hakam, 
Mohamed Imahd, Thisarasri 
Ekanayake. 

The pace bowlers in the team 
are Madushan Bothotage, Deeg-
ayu Bandara, Kaveesha Bandara 
and then the spinners are Sadaru 
Dias, Dulara Bandulasena, 
Devinda Dissanayake, Akila 
Wickremasinghe, Chatura 
Kumarasiri, Ganidu Kamburuga-
muwa.   

 Kandy Youth CC 
back in the fray

CHRIS DHAMBARAGE   
The Bradby Shield will return 

after a lapse of two years as the 
traditional rivals Royal College 
and Trinity College will resume 
their rivalry with the first leg of 
the 76th encounter scheduled 
for Saturday at the Royal Sports 
Complex in Reid Avenue.  

The two teams have figured in 
some fascinating rugby over the 
years and the stage is set for 
another blockbuster clash fol-
lowing their exciting game in 
the Inter-Schools ‘A’ Division 
League Tournament last month..  

In fact, Trinity will have a 
slender psychological advantage 
going into this important clash 
after having won that League 
Tournament fixture by a solitary 
point (21-20) at this same venue.  

Even then, the history is in 
favour of Royal as they are chas-
ing an elusive fourth successive 
Bradby Shield success having 
emerged victorious in 2017 (35-
25), 2018 (66-26) and 2019 (47-
41) respectively.  

The 2019 Bradby Shield in 
fact, was filled with plenty of 
excitement and drama as Royal 
managed to reign supreme on 
aggregate despite losing the sec-
ond leg fixture to Trinity 13-24 
on their home grounds.  

Royal’s convincing 34-17 tri-
umph at the Pallekele Stadium 
turned out to be a crucial factor 
as that 17-point lead was good 
enough for them to retain the 
Bradby Shield on a higher aggre-
gate.  The other significant fea-
ture in Royal’s success in this 
series in the recent past is that 
they have had a share of the 
Bradby since 2015 as the 2016 
fixture ended in a tie with 35 
points each.  

Royal went into the deciding 

second leg with just a five-point 
lead after having won the first 
leg 22-17 in Colombo before 
Trinity came from behind to tri-
umph 18-13 and to level the 
scores.  

Incidentally, this was only the 
second time in the history of the 
Bradby Series that the match 
had ended in a tie after the 1992 
encounter, where the first leg 
finished as a 3-3 draw and the 
second leg pitted into a scoreless 
draw.  

This means Trinity are yet to 
win the Bradby Shield outright 
since their success in 2014 
where they triumphed 28-16 and 
19-18 respectively.  

The 2014 victory also helped 
Trinity to retain the Bradby 
Shield for the fourth successive 
year following their success in 
2011, 2012 and 2013. In fact, 
Trinity’s 2011 Bradby Shield 
win was quite a remarkable 
achievement as they staged one 
of the greatest comebacks in the 
series to   emerge victorious on 

aggregate 65-38.   Trinity were 
almost down and out as they 
were beaten 25-33 in the first leg 
before they smashed their oppo-
nents with a ruthless perfor-
mance to triumph 40-5 in the 
second leg.  

Earlier, Royal had produced a 
similar performance in 1998 to 
stage a magnificent comeback as 
they lost the first leg 18-20 
before completely outplaying 
their opponents 42-11 in the 

second leg encounter.  Mean-
while, Royal holds the record for 
the biggest victory margin in the 
series as in 2002 they annihilat-
ed Trinity 83-0 on aggregate 
after winning the first leg 39-0 
and the second leg 44-0 respec-
tively. 

However, Trinity holds one of 
the oldest records in the Bradby 
Shield having the longest win-
ning streak of six victories in-a-
row from 1952 to 1957.  

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD EASHWARAGE SHINES IN CANADA

Ranumi Eashwarage

HAFIZ
MARIKAR

Action from this year’s League Tournament match between Royal 
and Trinity   (Pic by Hirantha Gunathilaka)    

Ranumi Eashwarage is a Canadian born 
swimmer of Sri Lankan origin. She is cur-
rently the fastest 12 years old female sprint-
er in Canada for her age in butterfly and 
freestyle. On July 10th, 2022, Ranumi 
engraved her name in Canadian record 
books with a new Alberta provincial age 
group record for the girls 12 and under 50m 
butterfly short course. That 50-butterfly 
time broke the previous record once was 
held by Tokyo 2020 Olympic silver medalist 
Rebecca Smith and after her, Canadian 
National team swimmer Kyla Leibel for the 
last eight years. This 12-year old’s 50m but-
terfly time is faster than the current Sri 
Lankan woman’ national record for this 
event of all ages.   

“It’s amazing. It was the last day of the 
meet. I was just trying to put in every bit of 
strength I had in me. I knew coming into this 
meet that with all the training I’ve had, I 
would set at least one new record- if not 
more”, Ranumi said after the race.   

With all her dedication and hard work, 
Ranumi was able to earn number 1 rank in 
all of Canada for 50m butterfly, 100m but-
terfly and 50m freestyle in both long course 
and short course for her age in 2021/2022 
meets. Her amazing swim talents were first 
identified at the age of 6, when she surprised 
her parents by completing all the available 
swim levels in the city of Calgary for 
5–12-year-olds. Then her parents signed her 
up for a swim club introducing competitive 
swimming and she never looked back.The 
12-year-old rising star who was inspired by 
Michael Phelps for always practicing the 
hardest to become the best of the best. Her 
Sri Lankan born mother and father who 
graduated from Faculty of Engineering, Uni-
versity of Moratuwa said “It is hard to set a 
new record at this stage as    the previous 
world class Canadian swimmers have already 
set up those records even tougher when they 
were young. Therefore, these records are not 
broken frequently. It was the moment that 

we were hoping for. On the other hand, this 
is a sport that almost every Canadian child 
learns from a young age – So, holding the 
number-one- rank in Canada for an entire 
swimming season among thousands of same 
age swimmers is truly remarkable.”   

The 12-year-old sprinter had an incredibly 
successful season this year 2022, winning 
50m, 100m butterfly and freestyle in each 
swim meet including Spring and Summer 
Provincial Championships. “She always 
came home with many podium finishes and 
aggregate winner awards”, her parents fur-
ther stated. 

Additionally, Ranumi is keen on piano, 
saxophone, guitar, art, and public speaking. 
She can read, write, and fluently speak the 
Sinhala language although she was born and 
raised in Canada. Apart from the fluency in 
English and Sinhala, she is learning two 
other languages as well. Ranumi’s motto: 
“Be yourself and be unique. Start where oth-
ers have stopped.”  

Melbourne Western Cricket Acad-
emy team with officials Suranjith 
Silva and Upul Fernando.  

Suranjith Silva the former Sri Lan-
kan leg spinner who organised 
this tour  handing over trophy to a 
Melbourne Western Cricket Acad-
emy player while Sri  Lankan Acad-
emy coaches looks on.    



DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA   
 Nine Sri Lankan para athletes are taking part 

in the 4th Indian open National Para Athletic 
Championship held in Bangalore, India. The 
two-day event started yesterday.

Paralympic bronze medal winner of the Jave-
lin throw(F- 44) Samitha Dulan is the key mem-
ber of the Sri Lankan team. The event was 
scheduled to be held yesterday and today (18,19) 
in Bangalore, Karnataka. The event was con-
ducted by the Paralympic Committee of India 
which is providing food and accommodations 
and Sri Lankan Sports Ministry provided air 
tickets to the Sri Lanka team.

This is going to be a good opportunity for 
Samitha Dulan to establish a new World Record 
at the Javelin throw event (F-44).

Earlier, Samitha Dulan the Paralympic bronze 

medal winner came to the limelight at the 
National Para Athletic Championship held at the 
Sugathadasa Stadium in Colombo last month.

Samitha Dulan set up a new World Record in 
the F-44 Javelin throw event with a 66.60m 
throw at the National Para Athletic Champion-
ship in Colombo last month.

Samitha Dulan Kodituwakku from Sri Lanka 
Army hails from Deniyaya won the bronze medal 
at the last Tokyo Paralympics with a distance of 
65.61m while he was able to improve his dis-
tance at the National Championship erasing the 
previous record of this event held by Australian 
Micheal Burian with a distance of 66.29m.

National Paralympic Committee (NPC) head-
ed by Lt. Colonel Deepal Herath said NPC made 
a great effort to take part in the Indian open 
National Paralympic Athletic Championship 

while Sports 
Ministry gave good 
support to get visas.

However, the world Para athletic 
body pointed out that Samitha 
Dulan’s achievement couldn’t be 
recognized as National Para Athlet-
ic Championship is not considered 
by the World Para Athletic Federa-
tion and Dulan is very keen to take 
part in this Indian meet.
This Indian Open National Para 

Athletic Championship was recognized 
by the World Para Athletic body. If 
Dulan will achieve the World Record 
mark it will be considered by the world 
Para body.

Meanwhile, Paralympic Javelin 
Throw gold medallist Dinesh Pri-

yantha Herath (67.79m ) in the 
F-46 event did not take part 

in this meet yesterday 
due to injury while Com-
monwealth Games sil-
ver medalist (Discus 

throw) Palitha 
Bandara did not 
take part in this 
Indian meet as he is 
rested after the 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games said National Paralympic Committee 
President Lt Colonel Deepal Herath who is the 
Manager of the Sri Lankan team for Bangalore.

Kumudu Priyanka the Paralympic lady athlete 
also with the Sri Lanka team while Anil Jayalath, 
Buddhika Indrapala (long jump and 100m sprint-
ers) are also among the nine-member team. 

Sri Lanka team for the Indian Open 
National Para athletic Championship:

Samitha Dulan javelin throw (F-44), Nuwan 
Indika long jump, 100m (T44), Buddika Indrapala 
100m, long jump (F42), Anil Jayalath 100m, long 
jump (T42), Saman Subasingha 400m,100m(T47), 
Pradeep Somasiri 1500m (T46), Kumudu Priyan-
ka 100m, long jump (T46), Thisara Jayasingha 
shot put(F56), Janani 100m, long jump (T 47).

Sports Editor :  011 242 9223                               e mail : sports.dailynews@lakehouse.lk
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4th Indian Open National 
Para Athletic Championship   

CHRIS DHAMBARAGE
Two equally good teams S. Thomas’ 

College and St. Peter’s College will clash 
in their annual Inter-Schools Under-20 
rugby encounter for the Archibald Perera 
Trophy at Bambalapitiya today.

Both teams had a disappointing 
League Tournament with several set-
backs and few defeats and now they will 
look to restart with an improved perfor-
mance in preparation for next week’s 
knockouts.

Even then, the Thomians will be the 
more fancied team to retain the Archiba-
ld Perera Trophy following some encour-
aging performances during the latter 
stages of the League Tournament.

After three successive demoralising 
defeats, S. Thomas’ finally managed to 
get their winning formula by recording 
back-to-back victories against St. Antho-

ny’s College (32-25) and Kingswood Col-
lege (36-8) respectively.      

That also helped them to finish in 
fourth place of the League Tournament 
points table, which was not a bad effort 
at all, considering their early situation of 
the current season.

In contrast, for St. Peter’s this has 
been a disastrous season as they look to 
pick up their pieces and form a good 
combination as early as possible ahead of 
the knock-out tournament.

They had just a solitary win to their 
credit from their five outings and suf-
fered a shock 10-12 defeat against Sci-
ence College in their last league encoun-
ter.

The two teams last met in 2019 and 
on that occasion the Thomians pulled 
off a thrilling 20-19 victory at Mount 
Lavinia.

S. Thomas’ out to retain 
Archibald Perera Trophy

Chariya Kurukulasuriya 
(S. Thomas’ Captain)

Sudesh Jayawickrama 
(St. Peter’s Captain)

CHRIS DHAMBARAGE
Football Sri Lanka 

(FSL) National Selector 
Naina Mohamed accused 
the authorities of inter-
fering with selection poli-
cies, which has brought 
disaster to the national 
and junior teams during 
the recent past.

Mohamed blamed FSL 
officials for including 
three players who were 
not seen at the trials 
without their permission 
for next month’s Women’s SAFF Champi-
onship in Nepal.    

“We have given a squad of 35 players, 
but they have brought in another three 
players who were not seen at the trials 
without our permission.”

“We are helpless as 
even after selecting the 
final squad the FSL 
authorities have a habit 
of shifting the positions 
of players according to 
their will, to create an 
opportunity for an out-
sider to come in, which I 
think is unethical.”  

“Thereafter, the coach-
es start complaining 
about the players, and we 
cannot do anything about 
it as we had selected the 

players based on their performances.”
“I am totally disappointed with the 

panel of coaches because most of them 
are not suitable for the role, and I believe 
they should be selected through a panel 
of professionals.”

National Selector accuses 
FSL of selection meddling    

Naina Mohamed

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA  
Karunyan Ponkowan made an 

unbeaten century in 109 balls with 
16 fours and a six while Abhilash 
Sashidharma had fine figures of 5 
for 20 in his ten-over spell as Lyce-
um International College Nugegoda 
recorded an easy 7-wicket win over 
St. Patrick’s Jaffna in their under 17 
division two inter-school quarter-
final cricket fixture played at Wick-
ramashila grounds Giriulla yester-
day.

Meanwhile, Christ King College 
Ja-Ela defeated Wayamba Royal 
College by 18 runs in their quarter-
final match played at Darley Road 
yesterday. Royal College ‘B’ won by 
23 runs over St. Peter’s ‘B’ Bam-
balapitiya in their quarter-final 

game at Moratuwa while Royal Col-
lege Panadura recorded a 21-run 
win over St. Joseph’s ’B’ Colombo 
in their quarter-final game played at 
Reid Avenue yesterday. 

Chief scores  
l At Darley Road: Christ King Ja Ela 

beat Wayamba Royal by 18 runs  
Christ King 218 all out in 40 overs 

Sharith Sudeena 47, Samindu 
Maduranga 25, Tharusha Lakshan19, 
Avishka Nirmal 46, Pramod Chamika 
29, Navindu Rasanjana 17, Kavindu 
Shehan 2/23, Kavishan Karunaratne 
3/46, Kavindu Dulanjana 3/45  

Wayamba Royal 195 aqll out in 
45.5 overs Sanju Wickramasinghe 17, 
Kavindu Dulanjana 39, Oshada Kawsh-
alya 14, Dinusha Tennakoon 30, 
Matrheesha Pankaja 24, Malith Prem-

athilleka 14*, Samindu Maduranga 
4/30, Sharith Sudeena 3/33  
l  At Wickrsamashila grounds 

Giriulla: Lyceyum International 
Nugegoda beat St Patrick Jaffna by 7 
wickets  

St Patrick’s 206 for 9 wickets in 50 
overs P. Mathushan 47, A. Abhilash 40, 
K Sarushan 22, J Mehewarasinghan 41, 
Sethika Balasooriya 3/57, Abhilash 
Sashidharma 5/20,  

Lyceum Nugegoda 208 for 3 wick-
ets in 39 overs Sayuru Botheju 18, 
Karunyan Ponkowan 100*, Chanuka 
Amarasekar 15, Aritha Vinnal 29*. J.
Megawarasinghan 1/10  
l At St Sebastian grounds Mor-

atuwa: Royal College’B’ beat St 
Peters’B’ by 23 runs  

Royal ‘B’ 252 for 9 wickets in 50 
overs Dimuth Karunaratne 57, Immadh 
Meezan 45, Khalid Rahimdeen 40,Dil-

ith Wijethunga 30*, Senesh Wijeratne 
2/52, Tharin Senvidu 2/49,  

St Peters ‘B’ 229 all out in 48.2 overs 
Shalinka Uyanange 15, Savi Fernando 
32, Dineth de Silva 56, Saniru Fernando 
16, Dimalsha Jayawardena 24, Enosh 
Karunanayake 32, Movin Amarasinghe 
25, Eranga Weerakkody 2/21, Khalid 
Rahimdeen 2/31, Menaka Heiyan-
thuduwa 2/41, Mahith Rajapaksa 3/44  
l At Reid Avenue: Royal Panadura 

beat St Joseph’s ‘B’ by 21 runs  
Royal Panadura 189 all out in 48.4 

overs Sehandu Fernando 65, Sadew 
Wijeratne 38, Kushan Dewaka 30*, 
Demion de Silva 2/40, Kyle Makalanda 
2/ 41, Nirvana Abeysekara 4/27  

St Joseph’s ‘B’ 168 for 9 wickets in 
50 overs Kanishka Dissanayake 20, Lea-
son Liou 23, Chamath Perera 41, Kyle 
Makalanda 27*, Kaveesha Perera 2/40, 
Sethika Dilmith 3/49  

U-17 Div. Two Inter Schools Cricket Quarter Finals

M.H. YAKEEM  
S. Thomas’ College Mount Lavinia beat St. Joseph’s Col-

lege Maradana by 2 goals to nil in the final of Western 
Province National Schools Hockey tournament. This was 
organised and conducted as a Sports festival by the Educa-
tional Zonal office, Western Province, where 15 teams 
participated and played at the Astro Turf recently.  

In the first semi final, S. Thomas’ College beat St. Peter’s 
College, Bambalapitiya by 1 goal to nil and in the second 
semi final St. Joseph’s, Maradana beat Maris Stella, 
Negombo by 2 goals to nil.  

In the decider of of the second runner up place, St. 
Peter’s beat Maris Stella, Negombo on penalty strokes 
(7-6), where the game ended nil all at full time.  

S. Thomas’ College, Mount Lavinia took this Champion-
ship after 19 years. Head Coach H.M.C.H. Bandara and 
Coach B.L.V.S. Perera who are reputed hockey players 
turned coaches worked tirelessly to guide them to achieve 
this great win.  

S. Thomas’ College stickers emerge 
champs at WP tournament  

Western Province hockey champs S. Thomas’ College team

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) 
handed over ‘Training Kits’ 
for 51 District and Provincial 
Coaches, who play an impor-
tant role in preparing the 
young cricketing talent from 
across the country for the 
future.

The training kits, which 
were handed over recently at 
the RPICS, Colombo, con-
sisted of Fielding Bats, Sen-
ior and Junior Balls, Side 
Arm, Plastic Stumps, Spring 
Wickets, Stop Watches, 
Stretch Bands, and a cooler 
box, among many other 
important training tools.

The 51 SLC-appointed 
coaches, who received the 
‘Training Kits’ consisted of 
37 district coaches, 11 pro-
vincial coaches, and also 3 

Provincial Talent Scouts, cov-
ering the 25 districts in the 
country.

Sri Lanka Cricket Vice 
President Ravin Wickra-
maratne, who is in charge of 
Domestic Cricket Opera-
tions, Head of the High-Per-
formance Centre Tim 
McCaskill, and Sri Lanka 
Cricket Head of National 
Development Council Kamal 
Dharmasiri graced the occa-
sion.

Apart from handing over 
the ‘Training Kits’, the coach-
es were also made aware of 
their roles and responsibili-
ties, pertaining to the devel-
opment of the game. Several 
District and Provincial Asso-
ciation representatives were 
present at the ceremony.

SLC provides training 
kits for coaches

SLC Vice President Ravin Wickramaratne, who is in-charge of 
Domestic Cricket Operations, Head of the High Performance 
Centre Tim McCaskill, and Sri Lanka Cricket Head of National 
Development Council Kamal Dharmasiri hand over a training 
kit to one of the coaches.

CHRIS DHAMBARAGE  
Sri Lanka Rugby (SLR), in part-

nership with Nippon Paint Lanka 
(Pvt) Limited will conduct a series 
of Provincial Seven-A-Side Rugby 
Tournaments, commencing this 
week.  

Nemantha Abeysinghe, the Gen-
eral Manager of Nippon Paint Lanka 
(Pvt) Limited and Rizly Illyas, Pres-
ident of SLR signed the official 

agreement during a ceremony held 
on Wednesday in Colombo.   

The first event in the calendar will 
be the Southern Province Inter-Club 
Women’s Seven-A-Side Rugby Tour-
nament on August 21 at St. Aloysi-
us’ College Grounds in Galle.  

Thereafter, SLR will conduct the 
Central Province Inter-Schools 
Under-12 and Under-14 Rugby Tour-
naments on September 10 at the 

Nittawela Grounds in Kandy. The 
third event in the calendar will be 
the Western Province Inter-Club 
Seven-A-Side Tournament on Sep-
tember 11 at the Police Park in 
Bambalapitiya.  

The fourth and final event in the 
calendar will be the Western Prov-
ince Inter-University Women’s Tag 
Rugby Tournament on September 
17 at Longden Place.   

SLR to conduct four Provincial Tournaments  

Nemantha Abeysinghe (right), General Manager of Nippon 
Paint Lanka (Pvt) Limited and Rizly Illyas, President of 
SLR exchanging documents after signing the agreement.

Samitha 
Dulan aims 
for a World 
Record   

Karunyan and Abhilash guide Lyceum Nugegoda to semis

F R I D A Y ,  A U G U S T  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2

Samitha Dulan in 
action at the Tokyo 
Paralympic Games 

DHAMMIKA RATNAWEERA  
Asitha Wanninayake scored a fine 

century with 13 fours in 200 balls as 
Sri Lanka Under 19 team scored 
248 for 6 declared in their three-day 
practice match against Young Lions 
International X1 played at ECB Per-
formance Center, Loughborough, 
England yesterday. Wanninayake all 
rounder from St. Anthony’s Kandy 
was leading the way by scoring a 
fine knock of 100.   

According to the Sri Lankan 
Under 19 team Manager Jayantha 
Seneviratne, Sri Lankan under 19 side led by 
Raveen de Silva made a good batting display on the 
first day while the second day of the game washed 

out due to rain. Yesterday, at the time of 
going to press, Young Lions Interna-
tional X1 were 80 for 5 wickets on the 
third and final day.  

Sri Lanka Under 19 team is scheduled 
to play their first four-day Test against 
England Under 19 team at Chelmsford 
(Essex CCC) from August 21 to 24 fol-
lowed by the second four-day Test from 
August 28-31 at Derby (Derbyshire CCC).  

 
Chief scores  
Sri Lanka under 19: 248 for 6 wickets 

declared (Raveen de Silva 30*, Sadeesha 
Rajapaksa 24, Asitha Wanninayake 100)  

Young Lions International X1: 80 for 5 wickets 
in 8 overs  

Asitha hits century against Young Lions X1  

The promising leg spinner Cha-
tum Lakpriya had fine figures of 5 
for 43 as St. Joseph’s Bandarawela 
was all out 142 while Central Col-
lege Bandarawela was 21 for 1 
wicket at close of the first day’s 
play in their 17th Battle of the 

Golds of Uva annual cricket 
encounter played at the Mahinda 
Rajapaksa International Cricket 
Stadium yesterday.

 Chief scores
St Joseph’s Bandarawela: 

(142 in 83.4 overs Yasiru Ruwan-

tha 20, Themiya Sheheron 21, 
Shithija Chamindu 25, Sahan 
Hnasika 29, Chatum Lakpriya 
5/43, Yasitha Heshan 3/19)

Central College, Bandarawe-
la: (21 for 1 wicket at close Sadith 
Ratnayake 11*) (D.R.)

Battle of the Golds of Uva

Asitha Wanninayake  

Chatum takes bowling honours on day one
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KURUNEGALA PRADESHIYA SABHA
Tenders are invited for the leasing of the assets of the Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha mentioned in the schedule below 
for the period from 01.01.2023 until 31.12.2023.

 01. Tender Forms will be issued from 17.08.2022 until 14.09.2022.

 02.  Tender forms will be issued only up to 03.00 p.m. on 14.09.2022 and tenders will be received only up to 10.00 
a.m. on 15.09.2022 and tenders will be opened at 10.30 a.m. on the same day.

 03.  Tender forms issued upon payment of the specified tender security, bid security and tender form fee should be 
perfected and may either be sent by registered post addressed to “Secretary, Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha, 
Udadigana, Saragama” or deposited in the tender box kept in the office.

 04.  All the assets for which you pay tax are subjected to taxes and fees imposed by the government from time to 
time.

 Chairman
 Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha
 Udadigana
 Saragama

Schedule 01

    Assets to be given on lease for year 2023 

Ser. 
No. Assets to be given on Lease for Year 2023

Tender 
Form Fee

Refundable 
Bid Security

Minimum Bid 
for 2023

Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts.

1 Wellawa Saturday Weekly Fair (with Canteen and Toilet) 250.00 43273.13 865,462.50

2 Wellawa Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 01) 350.00 2546.78 25,467.75

3 Wellawa Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 02) 350.00 2546.78 25,467.75

4 Wellawa Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 03) 350.00 2601.90 26,019.00

5 Wellawa Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 04) 350.00 2601.90 26,019.00

6 Wellawa Weekly Fair Chicken Stall (No. 01) 350.00 1702.06 17,020.50

7 Wellawa Weekly Fair Chicken Stall (No. 02) 350.00 1756.65 17,566.50

8 Wellawa Weekly Fair Beef Stall 350.00 12458.25 124,582.50

9 Wellawa Weekly Fair Pork Stall 350.00 1874.25 18,742.50

10 Office Room near Wellawa Weekly Fair 250.00 1400.70 14,007.00

11 Shop near Wellawa Weekly Fair No. 5/6 250.00 1493.63 14,936.25

12 Shop near Wellawa Weekly Fair No. 03 250.00 1285.20 12,852.00

13 Shop near Wellawa Weekly Fair No. 04 250.00 679.60 5,796.00

14 Shop near Wellawa Weekly Fair No. 1/2 250.00 2083.73 20,837.25

15 Shop near Wellawa Weekly Fair No. 07 250.00 1157.63 11,576.25

16 Maspotha Sunday Weekly Fair (with Canteen and Toilet) 250.00 38587.50 771,750.00

17 Maspotha Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 01) 350.00 2083.73 20,837.25

18 Maspotha Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 02) 350.00 2083.73 20,837.25

19 Maspotha Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 03) 350.00 2083.73 20,837.25

20 Maspotha Weekly Fair Fish Stall (No. 04) 350.00 2083.73 20,837.25

21 Maspotha Weekly Fair Chicken Stall (No. 01) 350.00 1620.68 16,206.75

22 Maspotha Weekly Fair Chicken Stall (No. 02) 350.00 1620.68 16,206.75

23 Maspotha Weekly Fair Pork Stall (No. 01) 350.00 1852.20 18,522.00

24 Maspotha Weekly Fair Pork Stall (No. 02) 350.00 1852.20 18,522.00

25 Coconut Yield of Roshita Watta Public Land 250.00 661.50 6,615.00

26 Coconut Yield of Weligode Watta 250.00 1100.00 11,000.00

27 Coconut Yield of Sooriyawatta Land 250.00 546.00 5,460.00

28 Coconut Yield of Yanthampalawa Thurusevana 250.00 766.50 7,665.00

29 Coconut Yield of Maligathennawatta 250.00 472.50 4,725.00

30 Coconut Yield of Assedduma Muslim Cemetery Land 250.00 997.50 9,975.00

31 Coconut Yield of Ebewatta 250.00 2761.50 27,615.00

32 Coconut Yield of Uyandana New Auction Land 250.00 409.50 4,095.00

33 Coconut Yield of Ranwana Public Land 250.00 231.00 2,310.00

34 Coconut Yield of Doratiyawa Gamsabha Watta Land 250.00 462.50 4,625.00

35 Coconut Yield of Hanwella Public Land 250.00 840.00 8,400.00

36 Coconut Yield of Boraluwa Watta Public Land 250.00 150.00 1,500.00

37 Coconut Yield of Boraluwa Watta Public Land 02 250.00 500.00 5,000.00

38 Coconut Yield of Karambe Watta Public Land 250.00 120.00 1,200.00

39 Coconut Yield of Karambe Watta Kings Park II Public Land 250.00 800.00 8,000.00

40 Coconut Yield of Melrose Watta Public Land 250.00 522.50 5,225.00

41 Coconut Yield of Galagedera Mega City 250.00 840.00 8,400.00

42 Coconut Yield of Gonagama Nature Park 250.00 300.00 3,000.00

43 Coconut Yield of Kamal Watta Public Land 250.00 400.00 4,000.00

44 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 07 250.00 1911.00 19,110.00

45 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 1/7 250.00 1058.00 10,580.00

46 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 2/7 250.00 1029.00 10,290.00

47 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 3/7 250.00 850.50 8,505.00

48 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 4/7 250.00 1018.50 10,185.00

49 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 5/7 250.00 1396.50 13,965.00

50 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 6/7 250.00 1058.00 10,580.00

51 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 7/7 250.00 1047.50 10,475.00

52 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 8/7 250.00 1218.00 12,180.00

53 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 9/7 250.00 903.00 9,030.00

54 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 10/7 250.00 1008.00 10,080.00

55 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 11/7 250.00 871.50 8,715.00

56 Sahana Stall in Boyagane Public Market premises 250.00 7000.00 70,000.00

57 Boyagane Public Market Shop No. 08 250.00 1995.00 19,950.00

 Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha  Chairman
 Udadigana  Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha
 Saragama

 17.08.2022
Schedule - 02

Assets to be given on lease for Cultivation Purposes in Year 2023

Ser. 
No.

Assets to be given on lease for Cultivation Purposes in 
year 2023

Tender 
Form Fee

Refundable 
Bid Security 

Minimum Bid 
for Year 2023

Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts. Rs. Cts.
1 Bamunawala Helgama Watta 250.00 250.00 5,000.00
2 Bamunussa Bush Wood Watta 250.00 300.00 3,000.00
3 Land near Rathkarawwa Kiula Wewa 250.00 300.00 3,000.00
4 Hettigedera Nadee Uyana Land 250.00 300.00 3,000.00
5 Gonagama Watta (Nature Park) (Aselro) 250.00 300.00 3,000.00
6 Gonagama Watta (Mark Benjamin) 250.00 300.00 3,000.00
7 Rosewood Watta 250.00 400.00 4,000.00
8 Green Valley Watta Public Land 250.00 200.00 2,000.00

Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha     Chairman
Ududigana       Kurunegala Pradeshiya Sabha 
Saragama

17.08.2022  

TENDER NOTICE

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

1.  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the  Sri  Lanka  Ports Authority 
invites  sealed bids from  interested parties for the following contract works/jobs.

Tender No. Name of the Tender Bid Security 
Amount

Document 
Fee

(Inclusive of 
VAT)

Closing 
Date & 
Time

EW/8/PT/235/T/TC/ 
2022

01 Year  Term Contract 
for  Service and Repairs 
of  Air  Conditioning   
Systems of Terberg Yard 
Tractors

Rs. 
150,000.00

Rs. 4,500.00 14.09.2022
14.00 Hrs

EW/8/406/2022 01 year Term contract 
for   Rebuilding of Motor 
Tyres

Rs. 
30,000.00

Rs. 8,000.00 14.09.2022
14.00 Hrs

2.  Bidders are hereby informed that the provisions of the Public Contracts Act No. 03 of 1987 are 
applicable to tender exceeding Rs. 05 million. Accordingly, all parties involved in each tender are 
required to strictly abide by the said Act throughout the duration of contract and submit the duly 
completed registration certificate along with his bid documents.

3. Bidders should have been in the business of similar service at least during the last three years.

4.    Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Chief Engineer (Mechanical Plant), 
Mechanical Plant Engineering Division, Sri Lanka Ports Authority, 45, Leyden Bastian Road, 
Colombo 01 and inspect the bidding documents at the address given below during office hours.

5.  A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may be purchased by interested bidders 
from Engineering Works Branch, Sri Lanka Ports Authority, 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01, 
on submission of a written application addressed to the Chief Engineer (Mechanical Plant),  upon  
payment of a non-refundable fee indicated in Column 04  by cash  from 19.08. 2022 (09.00 Hrs to 
15.00 Hrs ) up to date prior to the closing date .

6.  Bids must be delivered to the address below and on or before closing time of relevant date.   Late 
bids shall not be accepted.  Bids will be opened at the same address immediately after the closing 
of tender in the presence of the bidders’ representatives. All bids shall be accompanied by the 
amount of relevant  Bid Security.

Chief Engineer (Mechanical Plant),

Mechanical Plant Engineering Division,         
Sri Lanka Ports Authority
No. 45, Leyden Bastian Road,     
Colombo 01.

Telephone :- 011 2451920, 011 2482960  Fax No. 011 2324071 

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

1  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf of the  Sri  Lanka  Ports Authority invites  
sealed bids from  interested bidders for the items given below.

Tender No. Name of the Tender
Bid Security 

Amount
(Rs.)

Document Fee
(Inclusive of 
VAT) (Rs.)

Closing 
Date & 
Time

CES/FP/04/PT/6360(EL) 25 Nos. Capacitors for the 
Yaskawa FS Drive Modules 
of the STS Cranes

40,000.00 1,000.00 15.09.2022
10.00 Hrs

CES/FP/06/PT/6362(MP) Hydraulic Pump for RAM 
Single Lift Spreaders at JCT 

10,000.00 1,000.00 15.09.2022
10.00 Hrs

CES/FP/04/PT/6366(EL) 30 Nos. Access Points & 
Antennas

95,000.00 1,000.00 15.09.2022
10.00 Hrs

CMS/LP/22/PT/10/054 Lever Switches for the 
Cranes of JCT

20,000.00 1,000.00 08.09.2022
13.30 Hrs

CMS/LP/22/PT/04/057 Electrical Panel Board Type 
A ( AS PER Drawing)

25,000.00 1,000.00 08.09.2022
13.30 Hrs

CMS/LP/22/PT/04/056 Motor Tyres 700X12, 12PLY 120,000.00 3,500.00 08.09.2022
13.30 Hrs

CMS/LP/22/PT/20/055 Bearings for Preventive 
Maintenance Forklift   
Trucks -14

50,000.00 1,000.00 08.09.2022
13.30 Hrs

2  Bidders are hereby informed that the provisions of Public Contracts Act No.03 of 1987 are applicable to 
tenders total Cost exceeding Rs. 5 million. Accordingly all parties involved in aforementioned tenders are 
required to strictly abide by the said Act throughout the duration of contract. Furthermore, any bidder 
who wishes to act as an agent, sub-agent, a representative or a nominee for and on behalf of any foreign 
manufacturer or a supplier is required to register himself with the Registrar of Public Contracts and submit 
the duly completed registration certificate along with his bid documents.

3  Bidders should have been in the business of supplying similar goods given above at least during the last Five 
(5) years.

4  Interested bidders may obtain further information from The Chief Manager (Supplies & Material         
Management) and inspect the bidding documents at the address given below during office hours.

5    A complete set of bidding documents in English language may be purchased by interested bidders on  
submission of a written application to the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee indicated 
in Column 04 from 19th August 2022 from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. on working days, up to day prior to the 
closing date. The method of payment will be in cash.

6  Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before closing time. Late bids will not be accepted. Bids 
will be opened in the presence of the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend in person at   the address 
below at closing time. All bids must be accompanied by the amount of above mentioned Bid Security.

Chief Manager (Supplies & Material Management),
Supplies Division,
Sri Lanka Ports Authority,
No.45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01.

Telephone Nos. : 2482231, 2483338, 2482499, 2482832,2482409,2482652,2483024,2482638
Fax Nos : 2381652,2470443

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

  TENDER AND OTHER ADVERTISEMENTS
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COLOMBO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
INVITATION TO TENDER / BID

Municipal Commissioner of Colombo Municipal Council invites sealed tenders for the following supply 
of services / goods from eligible and qualified tenderers / bidders.

Se/
No. Tender No. Description

Eligibility of 
Tenderers / 

Bidders

Non-refundable 
Tender/ 
Bidding 

Document Fee

Value of Bid
Bond / Security

(Rs.)

1
CPD21/1400

/2022

Tender for hiring of 
buses for staff 
transport

Suppliers/Service 
Providers having 
Experience in this 
type of supplies/
services with 
Business 
Registration

Rs. 5,600.00

Unconditional on 
demand 
guarantee for 
Rs. 50,000.00

2
CPD 17/1635

/2022

Burial of the bodies 
of poor persons 
who could not be 
identified and the 
owners did not 
appear as per the 
orders issued by 
the Judicial 
Medical Officer at 
the Borella Police 
Mortuary and 
burial in the 
Borella Cemetery.

Rs. 2,240.00

Unconditional on 
demand 
guarantee for
Rs. 200,000.00

Tender document (Original & Duplicate) could be obtained by two methods. 

 Method 01 - Download from the CMC website (www.colombo.mc.gov.lk).

I.  Non-refundable Tender / Bidding Document fee can be paid by following method.

 a)  Any People’s Bank Branch to credit People’s Bank, Town Hall Branch, Acc No: 167-1-001-6-
3169425.

 b)  Payment counters of following Municipal premises of Colombo city limits from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 
on weekdays.

  District Office 04 
  No: 147, High Level Road,  
  Kirulapone, 
  Colombo 06.   

  Drainage & Water Supply Division,
  Maligakanda,
  Colombo 10.

II. It is mandatory to attach the original receipt / slip with the tender / bidding document.

 Method 02 - Collect from Town Hall Premises.

 a.  Tender / bidding document could be obtained from the office of Central Procurement 
Department, Colombo Municipal Council, Town Hall, Colombo 07 on submission of a 
written request during working days from 9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. till 07/09/2022, upon 
payment of a non-refundable tender document fee for each tender / bidding to the shroff 
counters of Town Hall Premises.

 b.  Tender /bidding documents will not be available on the website / issued after 3.00 p.m. on 
07th of September 2022.

 c.  Value of unconditional on demand bid bond / security should be valid till 150 days from the 
date of closing of tenders / bids. Bid bond / Security shall be valid till 04/02/2023. Offer 
should be valid till 04/01/2023.

 d.  The ORIGINAL duly filled sealed tender / bidding document with the DUPLICATE should be 
deposited in the Tender box kept at the Municipal Secretary’s Department, Town Hall, 
Colombo 07 at or before 10.00 a.m. on 08th of September 2022.

 e.  Tenders / bids will be closed at 10.00 a.m. on 08th of September 2022 and tenders / bids 
received after closing time will be rejected and tenders / bids will be opened immediately 
thereafter. If this day is declared as a Public Holiday, tenders / bids will be closed at 10.00 hrs. 
on the following working day. Tenderers / bidders or authorized representatives are allowed to 
be present at the opening. Clarifications could be obtained from the Chief Accountant 
(Procurement) Tel: 0112- 686389, 0112-686369, 0112-662329.

 f.  Tenderers/ bidders whose tenders/ bids are over Rs. 5.0 Million should submit PCA (3) after 
registration with the Public Contracts Registrar according to the Public Contracts Act No. 03 of 
1987.

J . M. Bhadranie Jayawardhana
MUNICIPAL COMMISSIONER
COLOMBO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Sri Lanka Customs

PREVENTION OF 
ILLEGAL ENTRY OF GOODS 

TO THE COUNTRY 
Due to the prevailing foreign exchange crisis in the country, over the past 
period, the Government imposed restrictions temporarily on importation of 
several non-essential and luxury goods. 

However, Sri Lanka Customs has observed an increase in the importation 
of such restricted goods by the way of accompanied passenger baggage 
and packages sent through freight forwarders / service providers 
(Unaccompanied Passenger baggage - UPB), gift parcels (air & sea cargo, 
and postal and courier services). It is further observed that some passengers 
are bringing such goods in commercial quantities, violating the regulations 
imposed under the Customs Ordinance and Imports and Exports (Control) 
Act. 

Therefore, Sri Lanka Customs informs to refrain from bringing such restricted 
or temporarily suspended goods or goods in commercial quantities to the 
country through accompanied passenger baggage, in packages sent through 
freight forwarders / service providers (Unaccompanied Passenger Baggage 
- (UPB), gift parcels (air & sea cargo and postal, courier services) with 
immediate effect. 

If these regulations are not followed, action will be taken against such 
offenders, in accordance with the provisions of the Customs Ordinance and 
Imports and Exports (Control) Act. 

Director General of Customs
Sri Lanka Customs
"Customs House",
No. 40, Main Street, Colombo 11. 

16.08.2022 

Notice to the Public

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
Ministry of Education

Technological Education Development Programme 
(TEDP)

The Chairman, Ministry Procurement Committee on behalf of the Secretary, Ministry of Education invites sealed 
bids for the below mentioned procurements, from eligible and qualifi ed bidders. Complete details are included in 
the bidding document, Expected delivery period is 16 - 20 weeks from the date of letter of acceptance. Bidder may 
quote for one or more bids as well as one or more lots. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security as indicated 
in the table below. 

S. 
No.

Bid Description and Reference No.
Lots & Bid 
Security

(Rs.)

Non
Refundable

fee

Date and Times 
for submission of 

bids

01 Procurement of Laptops, Smart Panels & Document 
Cameras (Supply, Delivery & Installation) for 
Technological Faculties of Schools under TEDP

Bid No. ED/TEDP/PRO/01/2022/G-02

1,375,000.00 Rs. 25,000.00

09th September 
2022

On or before 
10.00 a.m. 

02 Procurement of Computers, Laptops & Smart 
Panels (Supply, Delivery & Installation) for 13 Years 
guaranteed Education Programme under TEDP. 

Bid No. ED/TEDP/PRO/01/2022/G-08

2,370,000.00 Rs. 40,000.00

09th September 
2022

On or before 
11.00 a.m. 

03 Procurement of Biology & Chemistry Equipment for 
Technological Laboratory of NIE under TEDP

Bid No. ED/TEDP/PRO/01/2022/G-10

Lot A = 45,000.00

Rs. 8,000.00

09th September 
2022

On or before 
11.30 a.m. 

Lot B = 20,000.00

Lot C = 32,000.00

Lot D = 2,000.00

Lot E = 40,000.00

Lot F = 85,000.00

Lot G = 10,000.00

2. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) Procedure.

3.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the Procurement Division, Ministry of Education, 
5th Floor, "Isurupaya" Battaramulla (Telephone: 011-2785573) and inspect the bidding documents free of charge 
from 09.00 a.m. to 03.00 p.m. on working days until 8th September 2022. 

4.  A complete set of Bidding Documents in English language may be purchased by interested bidders from the 
Procurement Division, Ministry of Education, upon submission of a written application at or before 3.00 p.m. on 
08th September 2022 and upon payment of a non-refundable fee. 

5.  A pre-bid meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 26th August 2022 at Procurement Division, Ministry of Education, 
05th Floor, Isurupaya, Battaramulla (For S.No. 1 and 2 only). 

6.  Each bid should be submitted in a separate envelope. Bids must be delivered to the Procurement Division, 
Ministry of Education, 5th Floor, "Isurupaya" Battaramulla on or before above mentioned date and times. Late 
bids will be returned unopened. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders' representatives who choose 
to attend in person at the address given above after closing of bids. 

 Secretary
 Ministry of Education
 'Isurupaya',
 Battaramulla. 

PEOPLE'S BANK
AUCTION SALE OF UNREDEEMED PAWNED ARTICLES

Articles pawned on or before 31 December  2020 at the undermentioned Branches and Service Centers of the 
People's Bank, Galle Region and unredeemed up to 23.09.2022 will be sold by Public Auction at the following 
Branch Premises starting from 9.00 a.m. each day.

Date of 
Auction

24th of September 2022 (Saturday)
25th of September 
2022 (Sunday)

Place of 
Auction

Galle Fort Premises Ambalangoda Premises Hikkaduwa 
Premises

Thalgaswala 
Premises

Branches 
Pawned

Galle Fort, Galle Main 
Street, Ahangama, 
Koggala, Karapitiya

Ambalangoda, Elpitiya, 
Balapitiya,
Uragasmanhandiya

Baddegama, 
Hikkaduwa, 
Batapola

Udugama, 
Imaduwa, 
Thalgaswala, 
Wanduramba,

Service 
Centres 
Pawned

Pettigalawaththa, 
Wanchawala, Ginthota, 
Kaluwella, Pinnaduwa

Ambalangoda Main 
Street, Wathugedara, 
Karandeniya, Pitigala,
Kurundugahahatakma,
Kosgoda

Rathgama, 
Gonapinuwala, 
Kumarakanda, 
Meetiyagoda

Neluwa, 
Yakkalamulla, 
Bogahagoda, 
Nagoda

The Bank reserves the right to change the place, cancel, amalgamate or postpone any of these Auctions without 
further notice to the Public.

Regional Manager
People's Bank, 
Regional Head Office, Galle.
Telephone Nos.  0912223563, 0912223564, 

0912234174
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SALE OF TODDY RENTS BALANGODA 
DIVISIONAL SECRETARIAT DIVISION - 2023
TODDY TAVERN NO : 01-BALANGODA
The above rents will be sold by tender at the 
Divisional Secretariat Balangoda on 08th of 
September 2022 at 10.30 a.m.

For further particulars, please see the Government 
Gazette No. 1303 dated 29th of July 2022 of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

 H.M.H. Bandara
 Divisional Secretary
 Balangoda

Divisional Secretariat, Balangoda.
10th of August 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE 
APPOINTMENT 
OF LIQUIDATOR

Name of Company : 
CEYLINCO INVESTMENTS 
CORPORATION LIMITED
Registration No : PB 354
Address of Registered 
Offi ce :
No. 22/2/1, 2nd Floor, 
Mihindu Mawatha, 
Kurunegala.
Court
Commercial High Court, 
Colombo
Case No. HC (Civil) 13/2015/
CO
Date of Order
23rd March 2022
Notice of the Appointment 
of Liquidator
04th August 2022
Name of Liquidator
Getawa Kandage Sudath 
Kumar
Address of Liquidator
No. 46, Lumbini Mawatha,
Dalugama, Kelaniya.
Offi ce Address of Liquidator
No. 142, 3rd Floor, Yathama 
Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03.

It is kindly informed by me, that views 
and proposals of the General Public of the 
authority area of the Kalawana Pradeshiya 
Sabha, to be included in the Budget Proposals 
for the year 2023, be sent to be received 
on or before 31.08.2022, by the Kalawana 
Pradeshiya Sabha. 
 K.V.S. Chaminda Indrapriya
 Chairman
 Kalawana Pradeshiya Sabha
 Kalawana

NOTICE !

Newspaper Advertisement
Land Ministry No : 

4-3/10/2020/MV/288-A

Chapter (460) of the Land Acquisition 
Act as amended by the Land Acquisition 
(Amendment) Act No. 28 of 1964

Notice Under Section 7
The lands described below are expected 
to be acquired by the Government for the 
construction of the Bowathenna Tunnel and 
the construction related to the North West 
Provincial Canal Project. For more details 
see the Special Gazette of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka No. 2291/22 
dated 02.08.2022.

Schedule

District : Matale
Divisional Secretary's
Division : Naula
Grama Niladhari's
Division : Meegolla
Village : Meegolla
Land Name :  As mentioned in 

the Special Gazette
Extent :  As mentioned in 

the Special Gazette
Lot Nos :  1298, 1300, 1302, 

1304, 1306, 1307, 
1308, 1309, 1310, 
1311, 1312, 1313, 
1314, 1315, 1316

Preliminary Plan No. :  F.V.P. 252, Sup No. 
43 and Sheet No. 43

Address :  Divisional Secretary 
Office - Naula

 Chinthaka Ilangasingha
   Land Acquiring Officer / 
 Naula Divisional Secretary

Date : 15.08.2022

NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given in terms of Section 9 (2) 
of the Companies Act No. 7 of 2007 in respect of 
the Name Change of undermentioned company. 

Former Name of the Company : 
      Taprobane Securities (Private) Limited

New Name of the Company : 
      Ambeon Securities (Private) Limited

Registration No. : PV 16031

Registered Offi ce Address : 
       No. 10, Gothami Road, Colombo 08.

Date of Name Change Certifi cate : 29th July 2022. 

On behalf of the above Company
Managers & Secretaries (Private) Limited
Secretaries
No. 08, Tickell Road, Colombo 08. 

Ministry of Health, Indigenous Medicine, 
Social Welfare, Probation and

Childcare Services

Office of the Regional Director of
Health Services - Matale

The Chairman, Procurement Committee of Office of the Regional 
Director of Health Services, Matale invites bids from qualified 
bidders for the purchase of medical equipment for the year 2022.

Medical Equipment Quantity

01 Diathermy Machine 01

01.  Bid application forms prepared for bidders for the supply 
of medical equipment will be issued at the office of the 
Regional Director of Health Services, U.C. Road, Matale from 
19.08.2022 to 01.09.2022 on working days of the week from 
9.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

02.  The receipt obtained from the Shroff of the Office of the 
Regional Director of Health Services, Matale for the cash 
payment of a non-refundable sum of Rs. 3000.00 per each 
list should be produced to obtain bid applications.

03.  Your Bids should be accompanied with a Bid Security of 2% of 
the total bid value obtained in favour of the Regional Director 
of Health Services, Matale from a reputed commercial bank 
approved by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka.

04.  Duly perfected bids inserted in two separate covers as original 
and duplicate should be enclosed in a single envelope of 
which the top left-hand corner be marked as "Supply of 
Medical Equipment".

05.  Duly perfected bid forms should either be sent by registered 
post to the address mentioned below or hand delivered and 
deposited in the bid container kept at the Accounts Division 
of the Office of the Regional Director of Health Services, 
Matale at or before 10.00 a.m. on 02.09.2022. Late bids will 
be rejected. Bids will be opened immediately after the closing 
of bids. Bidders or their authorized representatives could 
participate at the time. For further details please contact TP 
066-2222326 / 066-2222734.

06.  Pre-bid meeting will be held at 10.00 a.m. on 29.08.2022 
at the Auditorium of the Office of the Regional Director of 
Health Services, Matale.

Chairman
Procurement Committee,
Office of the Regional Director of Health Services
Matale

19.08.2022

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Purchase of Medical Equipment

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

Tender No. :  EW/04/PT/2022/MA/24/16

1.  The Chairman, Department Procurement Committee on behalf 
of the Sri Lanka Ports Authority invites sealed bids from 
interested parties for Dry Docking of P/L PILOT 16 (IMO 
No. 9873682) for Overhauling of Directional Propulsion 
System at a shipyard where necessary facilities are available 
for dry docking more than 25 m length, 4 m width and 100 
GRT vessels.

2.   Bidders are hereby informed that the provisions of the public 
Contracts Act No. 3 of 1987 are applicable to tender exceeding 
SL Rs. 05 million. Accordingly, all parties involved in each 
tender are required to strictly abide by the said Act throughout 
the duration of contract and submit the duly completed 
registration certificate along with his bid documents.

3.   Bidders should have been in the business of similar service at 
least during the last five years where should have 03 years of 
proven experience in dry docking of vessels or boats not less 
than 100GRT.

4.   Interested bidders may obtain further information from the 
Chief Engineer (Marine), Marine Engineering Division, Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority, 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01 
and may inspect the bidding documents at the address given 
below during office hours.

5.   A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may 
be purchased by interested bidders from Engineering Works 
Branch, Sri Lanka Ports Authority, 45, Leyden Bastian Road, 
Colombo 01, on submission of a written application addressed 
to the Chief Engineer (Marine) given below, from 09.00 Hrs to 
15.00 Hrs on working days from 22.08.2022 to 07.09.2022 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of SL Rs. 2500.00 
(Inclusive of 12% VAT) by cash.

6.  All bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of Rs. 98,000.00 
and “Dry Docking of P/L PILOT 16 (IMO No. 9873682) for 
Overhauling of Directional Propulsion System- EW/04/
PT/2022/MA/24/16” should be clearly indicated on top of 
the left corner of the envelope of the sealed bid.

7.  Sealed bids may either be sent by registered post addressed 
to Chief Engineer (Marine), Marine Engineering Division, Sri 
Lanka Ports Authority, 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 
01 or deposited in the Bid Box kept at the same address at 
or before 14.00 Hrs on 08.09.2022. Late bids shall not be 
accepted.

8.  Bids will be opened at the same address immediately after the 
closing of bids and bidders or their authorized representatives 
may be present at the time of bid opening.

Chief Engineer (Marine) 
Marine Engineering Division,
Sri Lanka Ports Authority
No. 45, Leyden Bastian Road, Colombo 01.
Telephone :- 011-2482330, 011-2342537   Fax No. 011-2342537 

Invitation for Bids (IFB)

TENDER FOR DRY DOCKING OF P/L PILOT 
16 FOR OVERHAULING OF DIRECTIONAL 

PROPULSION SYSTEM

GAMPAHA WICKRAMARACHCHI UNIVERSITY OF 
INDIGENOUS MEDICINE

TO OBTAIN HOUSES ON LEASE BASIS FOR 
THE PROVISION OF 

HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION FACILITIES 

01.  Applications are hereby invited to obtain houses, on lease basis, suitable for the 
use as students' hostels of the Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous 
Medicine.

02.  Interested owners of such houses having clear title deeds of ownership, may submit 
tenders with following information. Lease period will be for 02 years, leasing will be 
conducted subject to the Govt. valuations of the houses concerned. 

 I.  Should be houses, capable of providing residential boarding facilities for 
around 30 - 40 Nos. students, situated within 02 kilometres from the Gampaha 
Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine. 

 II.  Should consist of adequate water, electricity and sanitary facilities and should be 
situated in a secure and safe environment, having boundary walls and gates fi xed 
surrounding the said house. 

 III. Should have an unobstructed clear and easy access road facility.

 IV. Expected monthly lease rental should be stated clearly. 

03. Tenders are conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedure. 

04.  All tenders should be deposited in the tender box kept at the Students Welfare Division 
of the University, to receive at or before 2.00 p.m. on 02.09.2022, and tenders thus 
received will be opened at 2.15 p.m. on the same day. Late tenders will be rejected. 
Tenderers or their accredited agents could be present on this occasion of opening of 
tenders. 

For further details in this regard, if required please contact Assistant Registrar (Students 
Welfare) over telephone No. 033-2222618. 

   Registrar,
   Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine
   Yakkala.
19.08.2022 

PEOPLE'S BANK 
Embilipitiya Branch 

RESOLUTION UNDER SECTION 29D OF THE PEOPLE'S BANK ACT NO.29 
OF 1961 AS AMENDED BY THE ACT NO. 32 OF 1986 

It is hereby notifi ed that the following resolution was unanimously passed by 
the Board of Directors of the People's Bank under Section 29D of the People's 
Bank Act No. 29 of 1961 as amended by the Act No. 32 of 1986 at their meeting 
held on  30.06.2022. 

Whereas 

Darshaka Udayakumara Hemantha Handuwala 

has made default in payment due on the Mortgage Bond No. 03 dated 
01.12.2016 attested by Sakula Prajapathie Kumaranayake Notary Public and 
Mortgage Bond No. 3117 dated 09.05.2018, Mortgage Bond No. 3209 dated 
16.10.2018 attested by Darshani Dassanayake Notary Public, in favour of the 
People's Bank and there is now due and owing to the People's Bank a sum 
of RUPEES TWENTY FOUR MILLION NINE HUNDRED & TEN THOUSAND 
(RS.24,910,000/-), RUPEES SIX MILLION NINE HUNDRED & EIGHTY 
THOUSAND (RS. 6,980,000/-), RUPEES FOUR MILLION NINE HUNDRED 
AND NINETY THOUSAND (RS.4,990,000/-) on the said Bonds. The Board of 
Directors of People's Bank under the powers vested in them by the People's 
Bank Act No. 29 of 1961 as amended by the Act No. 32 of 1986 do hereby resolve 
that the immovable property and premises mortgaged to the said bank by the 
said bond Nos. 03, 3117 & 3209 to be sold by Public Auction by Schokman & 
Samarawickrama, Licensed Auctioneer of Colombo for recovery of the said sum 
of RUPEES TWENTY FOUR MILLION NINE HUNDRED & TEN THOUSAND 
(RS.24,910,000/=) with further interest thereon at Weekly AWPLR + 4.5% per 
annum from 05.05.2020, RUPEES SIX MILLION NINE HUNDRED & EIGHTY 
THOUSAND (RS. 6,980,000/=), with further interest thereon at Weekly 
AWPLR + 6.5% per annum from 05.05.2020, RUPEES FOUR MILLION NINE 
HUNDRED AND NINETY THOUSAND (RS.4,990,000/=) with further interest 
thereon at Weekly AWPLR + 7.5% per annum from 05.05.2020, to date of 
sale and costs and moneys recoverable under section (29L) of the said People's 
Bank Act less payment (if any) since received. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY MORTGAGED 

All that divided and defi ned allotment of land marked Lot A depicted in 
Plan No.6562 dated 28.03.2015 made by L K Gunasekara Licensed Surveyor, 
and the land called "BIMBADUYAYA" situated at Embilipitiya Pallegama 
Village,Pallegama Gramaniladhari Division,Embilipitiya Divisional Secretariat 
area, in the Diyapotagam Pattu of Kolonna Korale in the District of Ratnapura 
Sabaragamuwa Province and bounded on the North by Land claimed by T D 
Premadasa & K Dayawathie, on the East by remaining portion of the same land 
claimed by D U H Handuwala, on the South by remaining portion of same land 
claimed by D U H Handuwala, on the West by Road access, Lot B (Reservation) 
and containing in extent One Rood, Nine Perches (00A,01R,9P), together with 
the buildings, trees, plantations & everything else standing thereon and together 
with the right of way over and along the Lot B in Plan No. 6562 containing in 
extent Eight decimal One Four Perches (00A,00R,8.14P) and all other right of 
ways to enter this land. 

Above land is a re-survey of the land described below 
All that divided and defi ned allotment of land depicted in Plan No.1222 dated 
05.07.2000 made by G W K Manamperi Licensed Surveyor, and the land 
called "B1MBADUYAYA" situated at Embilipitiya Pallegama Village,Pallegama 
Gramaniladhari Division,Embilipitiya Divisional Secretariat area, in the 
Diyapotagam Pattu of Kolonna Korale in the District of Ratnapura Sabaragamuwa 
Province and bounded on the North by Land claimed by T D Premadasa & 
Siman Singhgho, on the East by land claimed by Aron Singhgho, on the South 
by Land claimed by Aron Singhgho & M Siripala, on the West by Road access, 
(Stream Reservation) and containing in extent One Rood , Nine Perches 
(00A,01R,9P), together with the buildings, trees, plantations & everything else 
standing thereon and registered under L27/128 at the District Land Registry of 
Embilipitiya. 

 By order of the Board of Directors

 Regional Manager
 Ratnapura
People's Bank 
Regional Head Offi ce, 
New Town, Ratnapura 

People's Bank
AUCTION SALE OF 

UNREDEEMED PAWNED ARTICLES

Articles pawned up to 31.12.2020 at the undermentioned Branches and 
Service Centers of the People's Bank in Monaragala Region and will not be 
redeemed up to 21.09.2022, will be sold by Public Auction on the date and 
premises given below. 

The Auction will commence at 9.00 a.m. 

Date of Auction 22.09.2022

Place of Auction Monaragala Branch

Branches Pawned Bibile, Medagama, Wellawaya, Badalkumbura, 
Monaragala, Siyabalanduwa, Buttala, Kataragama, 
Thanamalwila

Service Centers 
Pawned

Ethiliwewa, Dambagalle, Monaragala, Okkampitiya, 
Hambegamuwa

The Bank reserves the right to change the place, cancel, amalgamate or 
postpone these auctions without further notice to the public.

Regional Manager,
People's Bank,
Regional Head Offi ce,
No. 99, Wellawaya Road,
Monaragala.

Telephone No.  055-2276350
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TEMPORARY LEASING OF THE TOMLIN PARK RESTAURANT OF THE KANDY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Sealed applications in two copies are invited by me up to 10.00 a.m. on 08.09.2022 for maintaining the Canteen located in the Tomlin Park premises 
belonging to the Kandy Municipal Council on temporary leasing to be maintained as a Restaurant.

Tender applications containing tender conditions will be issued during working days of the week up to 2.45 p.m. on 07.09.2022 during office hours by 
the Accountant - Revenue of the Kandy Municipal Council.

Applications will be opened at 10.00 a.m. on 08.09.2022 and further details could be obtained on Telephone No. 081-2227395.

Schedule

Serial
No. Location Nature of 

Business Period of Tender

Non
Refundable Tender 

Form Fee

Rs.  Cts.

Value of 
Refundable Tender 
Guarante Deposit

Rs.   Cts.

Minimum Bid

Rs. Cts.

01 Tomlin Park Restaurant l Restaurant For a period of 05 years 3000.00 + VAT 500,000.00 5,000,000.00

l  This restaurant should be maintained as a A Grade Restaurant and based on the particulars in the Tender Conditions List, a successful bidder will be 
selected after an evaluation.

l  The refundable tender deposit amount is Rs. 500,000.00. The receipt obtained upon payment of the tender deposit amount to the Shroff Division of 
the Kandy Municipal Council should be attached and submitted with the tender application. Applications submitted in contrary to this procedure will 
be rejected.

l In addition to the accepted tender amount, value added tax should be paid.
 K.K.G.I.D.P. Wijethilaka
 Kandy Municipal Commissioner
Office of the Kandy Municipal Council
15.08.2022

INVITATION FOR TENDERS

Tender No - EPL/PL/TB/T-06/2022_Timber
Sealed Tenders will be received for the cut and removal of trees, stated below, in the undermentioned plantations 
administered under the Elkaduwa Plantations Limited.

Estate Type of Trees No. of
Trees Other Facts Lot

No.
Refundable

Deposit - Rs. -

Ratwatta Mahogany 20 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 01 50,000.00

Ratwatta Mahogany 20 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 02 100,000.00

Ratwatta Eucalyptus 7 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 03 50,000.00

Ratwatta Mahogany 27 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 04 50,000.00

Elkaduwa Albizzia 15 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 05 100,000.00

Elkaduwa Albizzia 12 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 06 50,000.00

Elkaduwa Eucalyptus 15 Trees belonging to Forest Management Plan 07 100,000.00

Nalanda Maara 01 Trees blocking Electricity Transmission Lines 08 1,000.00

Relevant tender documents and the conditions can be obtained from 19.08.2022 up to 12.30 p.m. on 01.09.2022 
from the relevant estate offices or the sub office at No. 320, "Janawathu Piyasa", T.B. Jayah Mawatha, Colombo 
10 or from 19.08.2022 up to 12.30 p.m. on 02.09.2022 from the Head Office of the Elkaduwa Plantations Limited 
at Ratwatta, Ukuwela on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 2000/=.

Duly filled sealed bid documents should be handed over to the Chairman of the Tender Board of the Head Office 
of the Elkaduwa Plantations Limited at Ratwatta, Ukuwela, to be received at or before 1.00 p.m. on 02.09.2022. 
Bids received will be opened in the presence of the Tenderers at 1.00 p.m. on 02.09.2022. The decision of the 
Chairman, Tender Board, shall be the final.

l   The Chairman retains the right to negotiate with all the buyers who submit maximum quotations which are 
considered unsatisfactory.

Chairman, 
Procurement Board, Tel. Nos. 066-2242522 - Head Office
Elkaduwa Plantations Limited,  066-3133355 - Elkaduwa Estate
Head Office,  066-3682734 - Ratwatta Estate
Ratwatta,  066-3682755 - Nalanda Estate
Ukuwela.

Ministry of Plantation

Elkaduwa Plantations Limited

TENDER NOTICE

Tender Invitation for the cut and removal of dangerously 
positioned trees and timber trees

Ministry of Tourism & Lands
Survey Department of Sri Lanka

Bid No: SD/IV/2022
01.  Invitation to submit sealed bids from suppliers for 

procurement of the following service relevant to the 
Procurement of annual requirements for 2022 in the Survey 
Department.

Serial 
Number Description

Bid
Security

(Rs.)

01
Obtaining of Security Service for the 
Surveyor General's Office
(for one year)

100,000.00

02.  Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive 
Bidding Procedure.

03.  Interested bidders may inspect Bidding Documents from 
the Senior Superintendent of Surveys (Procurement and 
Supplies) in Surveyor General’s Office during office hours 
and feel free to contact us on 011-2368106 for further 
information.

04.  Pre-Bid meeting will be held at old auditorium of the 
department at 10.00 am on 07.09.2022

05.  A complete set of Bidding Documents can be obtained 
upon an application and payment of a non-refundable 
fee of two thousand rupees (Rs.2,000.00) from the Senior 
Superintendent of Surveys (Procurement and Supplies) in  
Surveyor General’s Office until  2.30 p.m. during office hours  
on 21.09.2022.

06.  Indicating the name of the item on the top left corner of  the 
envelope enclosing the duly completed bid forms (Must have 
two copies), sealed envelopes should be sent to reach to the 
address of  Senior Superintendent of Surveys (Procurement 
and Supplies), Survey Department, No. 150, Kirula Road, 
Narahenpita, Colombo 05 before at 11.00 a.m. on 22.09.2022. 
Late applications will be rejected. Bids will be opened at 
Procurement and Supplies Branch in Survey Department at 
11.05 a.m. on 22.09.2022 and those who submitted bids or 
their authorized representatives are allowed to be present at 
the opening of bids. All bids must be accompanied by bid 
securities mentioned in the schedule above.

Surveyor General,
Survey Department,
No. 150, Kirula Road,
Colombo 05. 
19.08.2022

Bid Invitation

Procurement of annual requirements - 2022
Information Technology Resources 

Development Authority  
Western Province

Invitation for Bids 
(IFB)(WP/ITRDA/AD/PU/ICT/4/WPC-02)

The Chairman, Procurement Committee (PC), on behalf of IT 
Resources Development Authority, Western Province invites sealed 
bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the Supply, Delivery, 
Installation, Configuration, Testing, Commissioning Renewal and 
Maintenance of Microsoft Software Licenses, Microsoft Products 
Support, Services with Hardware Servers  and Technical Support: 
Western Provincial Council Building-Battaramulla. Detailed 
description of the Requirements and Specifications is given in the 
bidding document.

Bidding will be conducted using the National Competitive Bidding 
(NCB) procedure that shall be governed by the procurement 
guidelines of Government of Sri Lanka and is open to all eligible 
bidders that meet the eligibility and qualification requirements 
given in the bidding documents. Interested eligible bidders may 
obtain further information from Director, IT Resources Development 
Authority (WP), Sri Sangaraja Mawatha, Colombo 10 and inspect 
the bidding documents during office hours on working days 
commencing from August 17, 2022 at the above address. Telephone: 
011-2381125, Fax 011-2381122, Email: info@itrda.wp.gov.lk. Bidding 
Documents are also available on www.itrda.wp.gov.lk and https://
www.promise.lk/only for inspection purposes. 

Chairman
Procurement Committee
Information Technology Resources Development 
Authority - Western Province

Supply, Delivery, Installation, Configuration, Testing, 
Commissioning Renewal and Maintenance of Microsoft 

Software Licenses, Microsoft Products Support, Services 
with Hardware Servers  and Technical Support :

Western Provincial Council Building-Battaramulla

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF 
UNREDEEMED PAWNED 

GOLD ARTICLES
Gold Articles pawned up to 31.03.2021, including 
that date, at the rural bank branches of the 
Minuwangoda Multi Purpose Cooperative Society 
Limited, pawning agents of Sri Lanka Cooperative 
Rural Banks Federation Limited, namely, 
Minuwangoda, Udugampola, Nedagamuwa, 
Horampella, Opatha, Korase, Vidiyawatta, 
Kotugoda, Devalapola, Asgiriya, Nilpanagoda 
West, Yatiyana, Naiwala, Madelgamuwa, Vigoda, 
Essella, Doranagoda, Mabodala I/Udugampola, 
Wathumulla, Medagampitiya, Galloluwa and 
Yakahatuwa and not redeemed up to 20.09.2022 
will be sold by public auction on two days: 
Saturday, 24.09.2022 and Sunday, 25.09.2022 
on the upper fl oor of the Minuwangoda Filling 
Station, belonging to the Society. 

General Manager
Minuwangoda Multi Purpose Cooperative Society 
Limited,
M.P. de Z. Siriwardene Mawatha,
Minuwangoda. 
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Office of the Regional  Director of Health Services -
Nuwara-Eliya Year 2022

Bids will be received by the Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Office of the Nuwara-Eliya Regional 
Director of Health Services from qualified bidders, for the purchase of the undermentioned Medical 
Equipment required for the Office of the Nuwara-Eliya Regional Director of Health Services, under the 
Provisions reserved by the Primary Health Services Strengthening Programme for the Year 2022.

No. Matter Qty.

Non
Refundable

Fee
- Rs. -

Value of Bid Security 
as a Percentage 

(Rupees)

Bid 
Security 

Valid 
Period 
(Rs.)Cash By

Non-Cash

1 AutoClave Table top 10 3500.00 1% 2% 91

2 ECG Machine, Single Channel 10 3500.00 1% 2% 91

3 Emergency Folding rescue Stretcher 5 2500.00 1% 2% 91

4 Hematology Analyzer, 3 part 2 3500.00 1% 2% 91

5 Biochemistry Analyzer, 
Semi Automated

2 3500.00 1% 2% 91

6 Biochemistry Analyzer, Fully 
Automated High Through put

1 3500.00 1% 2% 91

7 Dental Unit Floor Mount 2 3500.00 1% 2% 91

8 Light Curing Machine LED Type 8 2500.00 1% 2% 91

9 Dental Micro Motor Units 3 2500.00 1% 2% 91

10 Table Top Instrument Sterilizer 
(medium)

3 2500.00 1% 2% 91

11 Dental Ultrasonic Scalar Machine 7 2500.00 1% 2% 91

12 Dental X-Ray Extra Oral (Opg) Digital 1 3500.00 1% 2% 91

13 Scanner Ultrasound High End 1 3500.00 1% 2% 91

Relevant bid documents can be obtained from 19.08.2022 up to 08.09.2022, on weekly working days, 
between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on submission to the Accounts Section of the Receipt received from the 
Shroff of the Office of the Regional Director of Health Services at Hawaeliya, Nuwara-Eliya on payment 
of the non-refundable bid fee, as stated above. Bid documents  can be inspected free of charge on weekly 
working days between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. by calling over at the Office of the Nuwara-Eliya Regional 
Director of Health Services.

Acceptance of bids will be closed at 10.00 a.m. on 09.09.2022 and completed bids could either be sent by 
Registered Post to the undermentioned address or placed in the Bid Box kept at the Institution. Bids received 
will be opened at 10.30 a.m. same day. 

	 n  Bids should be prepared in two copies as original and duplicate and placed in separate covers, marked 
accordingly and then the two covers should be placed in a single sealed cover marked, "Matter for 
submitting Bids" at the left-side top corner very clearly.

 n  Bid Security to be submitted with the bid could either be paid by cash to the Office of the Nuwara-
Eliya Regional Director of Health Services or by Bid Security obtained from commercial bank approved 
by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka and drawn in favour of the Nuwara-Eliya Regional Director of Health 
Services.

 n  Bids submitting Institution should be a firm registered with the National Drugs Regulatory Authority 
and should not have been blacklisted. (Bids submitted by blacklisted firms will be rejected).

 n  Every bid will be forwarded to an Evaluation Committee and the decision of the Procurement Board 
in this regard shall be the final.

 n Bidder or one of his representatives possessing a written authority can be present at the bid opening.

Further details required can be obtained from the Office of the Nuwara-Eliya Regional Director of Health 
Services - Tel. 052-2234482.

Chairman,
Procurement Committee,
Office of the Regional Director of Health Services.

Date - 19.08.2022 

at Nuwara-Eliya

Ministry of Health, Indigenous Medicine, 
Social Welfare, Probation & Childcare Services

Bid Invitation

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Ministry of Agriculture
National Competitive Bidding

Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture Project (CSIAP)
IDA Credit No : 6346 LK - P163742

 1.  The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has received a Credit from the International Development Association 
(IDA) - World Bank towards the cost of the Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture Project of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this credit to eligible payments under the Contracts given in the table 
below.

 2.  The Chairman, Project Procurement Committee on behalf of the Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture Project (CSIAP) 
invites sealed bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the Procurement of GOODS described in the table below.

No. Contract 
No. Description of Work

Non
Refundable
Fee (LKR)

Bid Security 
Value in 

(LKR) and 
Validity Date

01 LK-MOA-
282150-GO-
RFB/PMU/ 
Print(24)2022/03

Printing of Hand Books and Work Books for Farmer 
Business School Training Program, and  Leaflets for 
Farmer Producer Society Program in Sinhala and 
Tamil Languages 

6,500.00

386,000.00 
valid up to 

2nd February
2023

02 LK-MOA-
280247-
GO-
RFB/PMU
Mi. sprnk(18)/ 
2022/003

Purchasing of Sprinkler Irrigation Systems for Yala,Maha and Cluster Village Program 
for 2022 for Northern, Eastern, Uva, North Western, North Central and Southern 
Provinces

Lot No. 1 - 1567 Nos of Supplying, installation and 
commissioning of Sprinkler Irrigation Systems 0.25 
Acre for Northern, Eastern, Uva, North Western, 
North Central and Southern Provinces

6,500.00

2,233,000.00 
valid up to 

2nd February 
2023

Lot No. 2 -  Supplying, installation and 
commissioning of 40 Nos of Sprinkler Irrigation 
Systems 0.5 Acre for Eastern Provinces

166,000.00
valid up to 

2nd February 
2023

Lot No. 3 - Supplying, installation and 
commissioning of 94 Nos of Jet Irrigation Systems 
0.25 Acre for Northern Province

155,000.00
valid up to 

2nd February 
2023

Lot No. 4 - Supplying, installation and 
commissioning of 2 Nos of Jet Irrigation Systems 
0.5 Acre for Southern Province

8000.00
valid up to

2nd February
2023

Lot No. 5  - Supplying, installation and 
commissioning of 342 Nos of Drip Irrigation 
Systems 0.25 Acre for Northern, Eastern, Uva, North 
Western, North Central and Southern Provinces

770,000.00
valid up to 

2nd February 
2023

03 LK-MOA-
300295-
GO- RFB/PMU
(All Province)/ 
GrB(02)/2022/36

Procurement of 2,670,950 Nos. of Grow Bags for Six 
Provinces (Northern, Eastern, Uva, North Western, 
North Central and Southern Provinces) under Home 
Gardening Program 2022 under World Bank Funded 
Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture Project

6,500.00

2,867,000.00
valid up to 

2nd February 
2023

 3. Bidding shall be conducted through National Competitive Bidding (NCB) method.

 4.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from Procurement - Specialist, Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture 
Project - CSIAP No: 61/1, M.D.H. Jayawardena Mawatha, Madinnagoda, Rajagiriya. Tel : 0112871293/0112053252 
Fax No : 0112053167 and inspect the bidding documents free of cost at the same place on working days from 18th 
August 2022 to 9th September 2022 from 9.00 hrs to 14.00 hrs.

 5.  Bidding Document in English Language can be purchased by eligible bidders on the submission of a written 
application on original Letterhead to the Project Director at the address mentioned in Item 4 above, and paying a 
non-refundable fee (Please refer above table for the amount) in Cash only on Working days from 18th August 2022 
to 9th September 2022 from 09:00 hrs. to 14:00 hrs (2.00 p.m.).

 6.  To be eligible for Contract award, the successful bidder shall not have been blacklisted and shall meet the 
requirements in Bidding Document.

 7.  Pre-bid meeting will be held on 25th August at 10.00 Hrs, at the place mentioned in Item 4 above. Prospective 
bidders are requested to get well conversant with the Bidding Document especially with Specification, ITB, and 
Contract Data before attending.

 8.  Bid must be accompanied by an Unconditional Bid Guarantee on prescribed format in the Bidding Document for the 
value and date mentioned in above Table. Any Bid without a valid Bid Guarantee as indicated will be considered as 
non-responsive and rejected without any query.

 9.  All pages of the Bidding Documents shall be signed by the bidder and affixed his seal. The Bids shall be submitted 
as the Original and the Duplicate. The original and the duplicate should be enclosed in separate sealed envelopes 
and marked as the "Original" and "Duplicate" respectively. Both envelopes shall be enclosed in a sealed single 
envelope, and write the Description of GOODS and Contract No. on top of left-hand corner of the envelope.

10.  Completed Bids shall either be deposited in the Tender Box kept for this purpose or sent under registered post 
addressed to The Chairman, Project Procurement Committee, Project Management Unit,Climate Smart Irrigated 
Agriculture Project, No: 61/1, M.D.H. Jayawardena Mawatha, Madinnagoda, Rajagiriya to reach at or before 14:00 
Hrs. (2.00 p.m.) on 9th September 2022.

11.  Bids shall be closed at 14:00 Hrs. (2.00 pm) on 9th September 2022 and opened immediately. Late bids shall not 
be accepted. Bids will be opened immediately after closing in the presence of the bidders or bidders' representatives 
who choose to attend. If the office happens to be closed on the bid closing date specified above due to Government 
Notice, the bid closing date will be the immediate next working day and will be opened at the same time and venue.

12.  The decision of the Project Procurement Committee is final and conclusive. The Project Procurement Committee is 
empowered to reject single, any or all bids at its own discretion.

Chairman,
Project Procurement Committee, Project Management Unit
Climate Smart Irrigated Agriculture Project,
No. 61/1, M.D.H. Jayawardena Mawatha,
Madinnagoda, Rajagiriya.

Date - 18.08.2022

Invitation for Bids

PUBLIC NOTICE 
APPOINTMENT 
OF LIQUIDATOR

Name of Company : SERAKA 
INVESTMENTS LIMITED
Registration No : PB 879
Address of Registered 
Offi ce :
No. 134, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03.
Court
Commercial High Court, 
Colombo
Case No. 
HC (Civil) 51/2019/CO
Date of Order
01st December 2022
Order of Appointment of 
Liquidator
20th July 2020
Notice of the Appointment 
of Liquidator
22nd July 2022
Name of Liquidator
Getawa Kandage Sudath Kumar
Address of Liquidator
No. 46, Lumbini Mawatha,
Dalugama, Kelaniya.
Offi ce Address of Liquidator
No. 142, 3rd Floor, Yathama 
Building, Galle Road, 
Colombo 03.

PEOPLE'S BANK

TENDER NOTICE
Quotations are hereby invited from prospective manpower outsourcing vendors for providing below services to 
People’s Bank. 

Tender No. Description
Bid Bond

Value
(LKR)

Last date & time 
of issuing Tender 

Documents

Date & Time
of Closing

Tender

P/089/2022 Recruitment of 12 drivers for 12 
months on outsource basis.

100,000/= 1st Sept. 2022
at 2.00 p.m.

2nd Sept. 2022
at 2.00 p.m. 

1.  Tender documents could be obtained upon producing a request letter under bidder’s letterhead and paying Rs, 
1,500/- as a non-refundable Tender fee for each tender form, to People’s Bank - Supplies Department between   
9.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. from 19th August 2022 until the last date of issuing Tender Documents as indicated above 
on working days of the Bank.

2.  Bids should be accompanied by a refundable deposit as Bank Guarantee / Bid Bond from a Commercial Bank 
(other than People’s Bank) issued by a reputed Bank recognized by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka for procurement 
of goods & services, equivalent to a sum of Rs. 100,000/-. as security deposit, valid for a minimum period of 180 
calendar days from the day of opening the tender. Bank Pay Orders / Bank Drafts are also acceptable in lieu of 
Bid bonds. Cheque drawn by the bidder will not be accepted. Conditional Bonds also not accepted.

3.  Sealed tenders may be sent by registered post, courier or deposited in the tender box kept at this Department at 
No. 30/ 101, Kew Road, Colombo 02, Tenders will be opened at 2.00 p.m. on the above mentioned date. Tenders 
received after 2.00 pm. on due date will be rejected and returned unopened.

4.  The Bank reserves to itself the right of rejecting any or all bids or cancelling the whole tender and the right of 
accepting any portion of a tender without assigning any reasons.

5.  Further details could be obtained from Chief Manager (Supplies), People’s Bank, Supplies Department, on the 
telephone nos. given below.

 Chief Manager (Supplies) 
 People’s Bank, Supplies Dept, 
 No. 30/101, Kew Road,
 Colombo 02.

 Tele. Nos. : 2439577 / 8, 2307326
 Fax No. : 2439576
 Web : www.peoplesbank.lk
 Email : supplies@peoplesbank.lk

People’s Bank
AUCTION SALE OF 

UNREDEEMED PAWNED ARTICLES
Articles pawned up to 31.12.2020 at the undermentioned Branches and Service Centers of 
the Peoples Bank in Ampara Region and not redeemed up to 19.09.2022, will be sold by 
Public Auction on the date and premises given below.

The Auction will commence at 9.00 a.m. each day.

Date of Auction 20.09.2022, 21.09.2022, 22.09.2022

Place of Auction Ampara Regional Head Office Premises

Branches Pawned
Ampara, Kalmunai, Akkaraipattu, Sammanthurai, Pottuvil, 
Mahaoya, Uhana, Karativu, Thirukkovil, Addalaichenai, Nintavur, 
Sainthamaruthu, Maruthamunai

Service Centres 
Pawned

Nawagampura, Eragama, Alayadivembu, Sammanthurai, 
Vilinayady, Panama, Padiyathalawa, Gonagolla, Central Camp, 
Oluvil, Palamunai

The Bank reserves the right to change the place, cancel, amalgamate or postpone these 
auctions without further notice to the public.

Regional Manager
People's Bank
Regional Head Offi  ce,
D.S. Senanayake Mawatha, Ampara. 
Telephone Nos. 063-2222516, 063-2222332
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MINISTRY OF INVESTMENT PROMOTION

DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION

Contract No.  : DIE/PRO/01/2022/18

1.  The Chairman, Procurement Committee of the Department on behalf of the Department of 
Immigration & Emigration invites sealed bids as described below from eligible and qualified 
bidders for Supply and Installation of Application Server for the Department of Immigration 
and Emigration , "Suhurupaya”, Sri Subuthipura Road, Battaramulla. 

2. This Bidding will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure. 

3.  Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Deputy Controller (Procurement), 
Procurement Division, Wing “B”, 5th Floor, Department of Immigration and Emigration, Sri 
Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla and inspect the Bidding Documents at the same address from 
9.00 am to 4.00 pm on any working day. 

 Contact Nos. -  Phone:  011-5329530 /011-5329535    Facsimile:  011-2879091

4.  A complete set of bidding Documents printed in English medium may be purchased by interested 
bidders on the submission of a written application to the Deputy Controller (Procurement), 
Procurement Division, Wing “B”, 5th Floor, Department of Immigration and Emigration, 
“Suhurupaya”, Sri Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla from 9.00am to 3.00pm from 19.08.2022 
until  08.09.2022 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Rupees Thirty Five Thousand 
(Rs.35,000.00). 

5.  All bids shall be hand delivered or sent by registered post to the Chairman, Departmental 
Procurement Committee, Wing “B”, 5th Floor, Department of Immigration and Emigration, 
“Suhurupaya”, Sri Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla to reach at or before 2.00pm on 09.09.2022. 
Bids will be opened before the representatives of the Bidders who wish to be present immediately 
after closing the invitation of bids at the above address. Late bids will not be entertained and 
such bids will be returned unopened.  

6.  Bids presented by the bidders shall be valid for a period of 91 days or any extended period with 
effect from the last date of accepting bids. 

7.  All bids shall be sent to the address of the Controller General of Immigration and Emigration 
accompanying a Bid Security as mentioned in the form in Section III of the Bidding document. 
The Bid Security shall be for an amount of Rupees Two million (Rs. 02 million), valid up to 
06.01.2023 (91 days + 28 Days) and it shall be issued by one of the agencies indicated in 
Section II of the Bidding Data Sheet.

8.  Pre bid meeting will be held at 02.00pm on 30.08.2022, on the 5th Floor of the Department of 
Immigration and Emigration, “Suhurupaya”, Sri Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla. 

Chairman
Procurement Committee of the Department 
Department of Immigration and Emigration
“Suhurupaya”, Sri Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Supply and Installation of Application Server for the

Department of Immigration and Emigration, “Suhurupaya”, 
Sri Subhuthipura Road, Battaramulla

 SRI LANKA CUSTOMS
  Be Vigilant against Customs frauds!

Hot Line 011-2471471
is open 24/7 to give information

 � Maximum confi dentiality

 � Informers giving information leading to successful detections are entitled to cash rewards. 

Let's prevent Customs Frauds!
Let's Shoulder the attempts at protecting government revenue and 

social protection!

Central Intelligence Directorate,
Sri Lanka Customs,
Head Quarters,
No. 40, Main Street, Colombo 11. 
e-mail - ciu@customs.gov.lk

INVITATION FOR BIDS
DIVISIONAL PROCUREMENT COMMITTEE

CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD
Bid No. CEB/MFS/Ph.I Ext/2022/03

 

Chairman, Divisional Procurement Committee (Projects) on behalf of Ceylon Electricity 
Board, invites sealed bids from potential bidders for the contract mentioned above on the 
basis of National Competitive Bidding (NCB). Bids should be submitted only on bidding 
documents purchased from the CEB. 

  Price of Bidding Document - Rs.1,000.00

 Value of Bid Security - Rs.50,000.00

Information copies are available on http://www.ceb.lk free of charge.

The bidding document may be purchased by any prospective bidders or their accredited 
agents, on submission of a written request to Project Director, Mannar Wind Power Project 
(Phase I Extension & Phase III), Ceylon Electricity Board, No. 754, New Parliament Road, 
Pelawatta, Battaramulla, upon payment of the fee indicated above, between 0900 – 1500 
hrs., on any working day till two (02) days prior to bid closing date. Payment shall be made 
in cash or bank draft drawn in favor of the General Manager, CEB.

Bids should be deposited at Offi ce of Project Director
Mannar Wind Power Project (Phase I Ext & Phase III)
No. 754, New Parliament Road, 
Pelawatta, Battaramulla.

Bids will be opened at Offi ce of Project Director
Mannar Wind Power Project (Phase I Ext & Phase III)
No. 754, New Parliament Road, 
Pelawatta, Battaramulla.

Bid closing date & time 2022 September 05 at 10.00 Hrs.

   Tel: 011-2889640      |        Fax: 011-2869631      |       Website: www.ceb.lk

Chairman, Divisional Procurement Committee (Projects)

Enrich Life through Power...

Procurement for Supply 2 Nos of Excavators for Drainage 
Canal Excavation Work At Pesalei, Mannar Island

Professional cur-
taining service 
inclusive of cur-
tain materials up-
holstery interior 
decorating. Tel. 
0774111482. 046720
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LANKA SALT LIMITED
Service of 

Company Secretary
Lanka Salt Limited (LSL), the largest salt producer in the country with SLS & ISO 
9001:22000 accreditation, Applications are called from qualifi ed secretarial fi rms for the 
position of Company Secretary in Lanka Salt Limited . Special consideration will be 
given to the institutions located in the Southern Province.

Corporate Governance :
  Guiding the Board of Directors on the best practice of corporate governance, 

including good boardroom practice, appointment and induction of directors with 
relevant approvals as per Companies Act, duties and scope of directors, adoption 
of best practices at the board meetings.

  Guide the board on latest e-tools that are used for board governances and functionality.

Scope of the Services :
  Attend the meeting of Directors, recording the minutes of the meeting, issuing an 

extract of the decisions within 3 working days for Chairman Signature.

  Board papers and Agenda to be circulated to all directors before 3 working days of 
the directors meeting.

  Preparation of Circular Resolutions if needed and its required actions

  Advise the all-Senior Management of preparation of Board Papers as per best 
board governance

  Issuing the fi nal draft of the Directors Minutes within 7 working days for Chairmans 
review and amendments as necessary

  Advising and assist the Chairman of directors meeting and its conduct including 
maintenance of good board governance

  Strict maintenance of confi dentiality of board decision and its related documents

  Adhere to statutory provisions stipulated in Companies Act and timely action as 
necessary.

  Maintenance of required statutory books and other records as per best practices.

  Notifi cations and fi lling to the local authorities required by the law and drafting 
the requisite documents, whenever needed.

  Complete all the required formalities as stipulated in Companies Act such as 
Annual Returns, Filling of required Forms .... etc,

  Board Meetings will be held once or twice a month either in Colombo or 
Hambantota. 

Please submit applications with your company profi le, previous experience, detailed 
charges per Board meeting and full CVs of proposed company secretaries with the names 
and addresses of two non-related referees to the undermentioned address by registered 
post on or before 31st August 2022. Please indicate as "Application for Company 
Secretarial Post" on the top left-hand corner of the envelope.

The Director Board of the Lanka Salt Limited has the full right to fi ll this post or refrain 
from it.

Due to the prevailing issue in the postal services, it is compulsory to send the scanned 
copy of the detailed application and the CVs directly to the following email before you 
post it.

janakagunawardana@yahoo.com Chairman
 Lanka Salt Limited,
 Mahalewaya,
 Hambantota.

 Tel : 047-2037305

Kotikawatta Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya Sabha

Procurement No. KMPS/3/1/SOLAR
1.  Sealed bids are invited by the Procurement Committee of the Kotikawatta Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya 

Sabha for the transport, supply, stationing, commissioning and maintenance of a Net Metering 
Solar Power System.

2.  All bidders should be institutions registered with the Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority (for 
more than 05 years) and should have experience in planning and transport, supply, stationing, 
commissioning and maintenance of Solar Power System.  

3. Bids will be conducted through National Competitive Bidding procedure.

4.  When submitting the duly perfected tenders, a bid security to the value of Rs. 100000.00 drawn 
in favour of “Chairman, Kotikawatta Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya Sabha should be submitted and 
this may be paid in cash or may be submitted by a bank guarantee issued by a commercial bank 
approved by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. Bank guarantee should be valid for 90 days from the 
opening date of bid.

5.  Bid documents may be inspected free of charge by calling over at the Head Office of the 
Pradeshiya Sabha during normal working hours (Between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m.) on working 
days and further details and clarifications may be obtained either by calling on Tel. No. 0112-
410288 or via email: kmpsdev@gmail.com 

6.  Interested eligible bidders may obtain a complete set of bid documents printed in English 
language between 9.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. on working days from 19.08.2022 until 08.09.2022 
on submission of written application on a Business Letterhead addressed to Pradeshiya Sabha, 
Gothatuwa New Town upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 5000/= in cash. 

7.  Duly perfected bids in duplicate in separate covers mentioning as Original and Duplicate should 
be reinserted in a single cover mentioning “Invitation of Bids for the Supply of a Solar Power 
System under 40kW Net Metering Method” on the left hand top corner of the outer envelope 
and may be deposited in the Tender Box kept in the Official Room of the Secretary at the Head 
Office of the Pradeshiya Sabha to receive at or before 2.00 p.m. on 09.09.2022. Late tenders will 
be rejected without opening. Tenders will be opened at 2.00 p.m. on 09.09.2022 immediately 
after closing of bids at the Meeting Hall at the Head Office of the Kotikawatta Mulleriyawa 
Pradeshiya Sabha in the presence of the tenderers or representatives of the tenderers. 

8.  Incomplete and late bids will be rejected and the Procurement Committee of the Kotikawatta 
Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya Sabha reserves the right to accept or reject the bids. 

Chairman
Kotikawatta Mulleriyawa Pradeshiya Sabha 
19.08.2022       

Procurement Notice

Supply of a Solar Power System under 40 kW Net Metering Method
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