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P A R T 1: S E C T I O N ( I ) — G E N E R A L 

Government Notifications 

L O C A L A U T H O R I T I E S E L E C T I O N S 

New Election L a s s 

NOTICE FOE GENERAL INFORMATION 

RELEVANT extracts of certain amendments to the provisions 

(b) sells or offers to sell any official poll card to any other 
person or purchases or offers to purchase any official 
poll card from any other person, 

shall be guilty of 3D offence and shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either 

of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance are reproduced description for a term not exceeding six months or t« both 
u.i.... C-- . - T - - - « ^ ' T T - . I - I : - D _ . . . — such fine and imprisonment. 

(3A) Every person,— 
(a) other than a public servant acting in the c o u r s e of hie 

duty as such servant, who has in his possession the 
official poll card of any other person; or 

(b) who without due authority prints any official pol l c a r d 
or what purports t o be or is capable of being u s e d 
as an official poll card at any election under th i s 
Ordinance, 

below for information of the General Public, Political Parties 
and Candidates. 

E . F. DIAS ABEJESINGHE, 
Commissioner of Elections (Local Bodies). 

Office of the Commissioner of Elections, 
33, Horton Place, 

Colombo 7, November 25, 1965. 

PROVISIONS REFERRED TO 

Recognised Political Parties for the Purpose of Local Elections 
27A. (1) A political party shall, under and in accordance with 

the provisions of this Ordinance, be entitled to be treated as 
a recognized political party for the purpose of local elections. 

(2) A political par.y shall be entitled to be treated as a 
recognized political party for the purpose of local elections if, 
but only if, it was, at the last parliamentary general election 
immediately preceding such local elections, treated as a recog­
nized political party under Parliamentary Elections Order in 
Council for (he purpose of the provisions of section 29 of that 
Order relating to the deposit to be made by candidates. 

(3) Where a political party is entitled, by virtue of the 
operation of the provisions of sub-section (2), to be treated as 
a recognized political party for the purpose of local elections, 
the approved symbol allotted to the candidates of such party 
under the Parliamentary Elections Order in Council at the 
last parliamentary general election immediately preceding such 
local elections shall be deemed to bê ' the approved symbol 
allotted to siicb party For that purpose until the date on which 
it ceases to be so entitled by virtue of sub-section (2). 

Official Poll Cards 
39A. (1) The returning officer for any ward in which an 

election is confessed shall, if that ward is a ward to which 
this sub-section applies, send by post to each voter whose 
name appears in the electoral list for that ward an official 
poll card specifying— x 

(a) the number and name (if any) of the ward, 
(b) the name, address and'number of the voter as stated in 

electoral lis:, 
(c) the polling station allotted to the voter, and 
(d) the date and hours of the poll. 
(2) An official poll card tinder sub-section (1) shall be so sent 

to a voter as to reach him at least five days before the date 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding five bundled rupees or to imprisonment ol either 
description for a term not exceeding six months or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(4) The Minister may, from time to time, by Order published 
in the Gazette, declare that, with effect from such date as 
shall be specified in the Order, the provisions of sub-section (1) 
shall apply to every ward of any such electoral area or areas 
as shall be so specified. 

Note.—The Minister of Local Government has made these 
provisions applicable in respect of every general election and 
by-eleclion to Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and Tewn 
Councils with effect from 6.12.65. 

Use of Indelible Ink for the Marking of Voters 
53A. (1) No ballot paper shall be delivered to a n y voter a| 

any local electiou— 
(a) if he refuses to allow the presiding officer or a persolav 

acting under his authority to make the a p p r o p r i a t e 
inspection; or 

(b) if, having allowed such inspection, it discloses t h a t such 
voter has already been marked with the a p p r o p r i a t e 
mark; or 

(c) if, having allowed such inspection, it discloses that s u c h 
voter has not already been marked with the a p p r o p r i a t e 
mark, but such voter refuses to allow such officer or 
person to mark such voter with the appropriate m a r k , 

and accordingly such voter shall, notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary in any other provision of this Ordinance, n o t b e 
entitled to vote at such electron.' 

(2) The presidina; officer of a polling station shall e n t e r o n 
a list, substantially in the f o r m set out in the S e T e n t h 
Schedule to this Ordinance,, the following particulars r e l a t i n g 

of poll. Where a post office fails to deliver such an official poll to each voter to whom a ballot paper was not delivered at 
card to the person to whom it is addressed, it shall be retained such station under sub-section (1): — 
in such post office until the date of the poll and shall be („) the' number of such voter in the electoral list of the 
delivered to the addressee ii he calls for it. w a r ( , o f t h e e ) e c t o r a J a r e a i n w h j c h t b g e l e c t i m * 

(3) Every person who— held; 
(a) without authority supplies any official poll card to any (6) the name and address of such voter as it appears in abeb 

other person, or list; and 
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(c) the ground on which a ballot paper was not delivered to 
such voter. 

Such list is in this Ordinance called the " list of voters to 
whom ballot papers are not delivered under section 5 3 A ". 

(3) In this section,— 

(fl) the expression " appropriate mark " means a mark made 
with indelible ink ; 

(6) the term " appropriate " , with reference to any context 
connected with or relating to the inspection or marking 
of a voter, means— 

(i) the little finger of his left hand or, if such finger 
is missing, any other finger of his left hand; or 

(ii) i£, ail the fingers of bis left hand are iiiis-,nu. ihe 
little finger of his right hand, or, if such finger 
is missing, any other finger of bis right hand; 
or 

(iii) if all the fingers of his left and right hands are 
missing, such extremity of his left or right hand 
as such voter possesses. 

(4) Every person who— 
(o) without due an hority places an appropriate mark on any 

voter at any election under this Ordinance or what 
purports to be or is capable of being mistaken for that 
mark; or * 

(b) fraudulently defaces any appropriate mark placed on any 
voter at such election without due authority, 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not 
exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding six mon.hs or to both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

person having voted or refrained from voting for any 
candidate at such election, or having supported cr 
refrained from supporting any political party at such 
election, or 

(5) who, at any time during the period commencing on the 
day of nomination at any election and ending on the 
day following the date of the poll at such election,— 
(a) utters at any religious assembly any words for the 

purpose of influencing the result ol such e/ection 
or inducing any voter to vote or refrain from. 
voting for any candidate at such election, or 

(b) for such purpose distributes or displays at any 
religious assembly any handbill, placard, poster, 
notice, sign, flag or banner, or 

(c) holds or causes to be held a public meeting at a 
place of worship for the purpose of promoting 
the election of any candidate at such election, 

shall be guilty of the offence of undue influence and 
shall, on conviction after summary ' trial before a 
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding five 
hundred rupees, or to imprisonment of either descrip­
tion for a term not exceeding six months or to botn 
such fine and imprisonment. 

Personation 
60. Any person who, at any election under this Ordinance 

applies for a ballot paper in the name of some other person, 
whether that name be that of a person living or dead or of 
% fictitious person, or, who having voted once at such eleeiion, 
applies at the same election lor a ballot paper in his own name, 
shall be guilty of the offence of personation, which shall be a 
cognizable offence within the meaning of the Criminal Pro­
cedure Code and shall, on conviction after summary trial before 
a Magistrate, be liable to rigorous imprisonment for a terra 
not exceeding one year. 

Undue Influence 
81. Every person— 
(1) who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other 

person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make 
use of any force, violence, or restraint, or inflicts or 
threatens to inflict, by himself or by any other person, 
any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm, or 
loss upon or against, any person in order to induce or 
compel such person to vote or refrain from voting at 
any election under this Ordinance or on account of such 
person having voted or refrained from voting at such 
election, or 7 

(2) who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device or 
contrivance impedes or prevents the free exercise of 
the franchise of any voter, or thereby compels, indices, 
or prevails upon any voter either to give or to refrain 
from giving his vote at such election, or 

(3) who, being a member or official of a religious order or 
organization,— 
(a) denies or threatens to deny, to any member or 

adherent of that order or organization, or to 
any member of the lamly of such member or 
adherent, any spiritual ministration, service or 
benefit, to which such member or adherent would 
in the ordinary course have been entitled; or 

(6) excludes, or 'threatens to exclude, such member or 
adherent from such order or organization, 

in order to induce or compel such member or adherent 
to vo e or refrain from voting for any candidate at such 
election, or to support or refrain from supporting any 
political party at such e'ection, or on account of such 
member or adherent having voted or refrained from 
voting for a candidate at such election, or having 
supported or refrained from supporting any political 
party at such election, or 

H) who being the employer of any other person,— 
(a) terminates or threatens to terminate such employ­

ment; or 
(b) denies or threatens to deny to such other person 

any benefit or service which such other person 
already enjoyed,''or would have enjoyed, in the 
ordinary course of such employment, 

in order to induce or compel such other person to vote 
or refrain from voting for any candidate at such election, 
or to support or refrain from supporting any political 
party at such election, or on account of such other / 

Canvassing, etc., within a quarter of a mile of a Polling Station 
81A.. (1) No person shall, on any date on which a poll is 

taken at a polling station, do any of the following acts within 
a distance of a quarter of a mile of the entrance of that polling 
station: — 

(a) canvassing for votes; 
(b) soliciting the vote of any voter; 
(c) persuad ng any voter not to vote for any particular 

candidate; 

(d) persuading any voter not to vote at the e'ection ; 
(e) distributing or exhibiting any handbill, placard, poster or 

notice relating to the election (other than any official 
handb'l', placard, poster or notice) or any symbol 
allotted under section 38 to any candidate. 

( 1 ) No person shall, on any date on which a poll is taken 
at any polling station— 

(a) use or operate, within or at the entrance of a polling 
station or in any public or private place in the 
ne ghbourhood thereof, any megaphone or loudspeaker 
or other apparatus for magnifying or reproducing the 
human voice; or 

(b) shout or otherwise act in a disorderly manner within or 
at the entrance of a polling station or in any public 
or private place in the neighbourhood thereof, 

so as to cause annoyance to any person visiting the pol'ing 
station for (he poll or so as to interfere with the work of the 
officers and other persons on duty at the polling station. 

Restriction on use of buildings on Election Day, Processions, etc. 
8 1 A. (2A) NO person— 
(a) who is a candidate at any election in any electoral area 

shall, on the day on which the poll is taken at such 
election, use in, that area any building or structure 
(whether temporary or otherwise), other than the 
ordinary place of residence of such. candidate, for any 
purpose calculated to' promote the election of such 
candidate; or 

(b) sha'\, at any time during the period commencing on the 
day of nomination at any election in any electoral area 
and end'ng on the day immediate'y following the date 
on which the poll is taken at such election, conduct, 
hold or take part in any procession, other than a 
procession on May 1, in any year, or any procession for 
religious or social purposes; or 

(<?) shall, at any procession held or conducted during the 
period referred to n paragraph (b) of this sab-Scctioii, 
do any act or thing calculated to promote the election 
referred to in the said paragraph (61. 

(3) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of 
sub-section (1), s ib-section (2) or sub-section (2A) shall be gui'ty . 
of an offence and shall, on convic'ion after summary (rial 
before a Mag :strate, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
rupees or to imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding one month or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

(4) Any po'ice officer may take such steps, and use such force, 
as may be reasonably necessary for preventing any contravention 
of the provisions of sub-sec'ion (21 and may seize any apparatus 
used for such contravention. 

(5) Every person who attempts to commit an offence specified 
in this section shall be liable to the punishment prescribed for 
that offence. 

(6) Every offence under this section shall ;be ,a cognzable 
offence within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
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(7) A prosecu ion tor an oltence under this Section shall uot^ 
he instituted without the sanction of the Attorney-General. 

Display of Flags, Banners, Posters, Handbills, etc. 

81B. (1) During the period commencing on the day of 
noixi.nation at any election under this Ordinance and ending on 
the day following the day on which a poly is laken at such 
election, no person shaL, tor the purpose of promoting the 
election of any candidate at such election, display— 

(a) in any premises, whether public or private, any Sag or 
banner except in or on any vehicle that is used for the 
conveyance of a candidate at such election, or 

(b) any handbill, placard, poster, noiice or sign on any place 
to which the public have a right of, or are granted, 
access except in or on any premises on any day on 
which a meeting in support of a candidate at such 
election is due to be he'd in that premises; or 

(c) any handbill, placard, poster, notice, s.gn, flag/or banner, 
on or across any public road; or 

(d) any handbil', placard, poster, notice or sign in or on 
any vehicle, except in or on any vehicle thai • is used 
for the conveyance of a candidate at such election. 

(2) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of 
sub-section (lj shall be gmlty of an offence and shall, on con­
viction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred rupees or to imprisonment of 
either descrip ion for a term not exceeding one month or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

CS) Every person who attempts to commit an offence specified 
in (his section shall be liable to the punishment prescribed for 
that offence. 

d' Every offence under this section shall be a cognizable 
offence within the meaning of the Criminal, Procedure Code. 

(5) Any po'ice officer may take such steps, and use such 
force, as may be reasonably necessary for preventing any contra­
vention of the provsions of sub-section (1) and may seize and 
remove any handbill, placard, poster, notice, sign, flag or banner 
used in such contravention. 

(4) Where at a poll taken at any election in any electoral 
area under this Ordinance, any vehicle, vessel or animal is being 
used in contravention of the proves ons ox s u b - s e c t i o n U / > -ny 
poiice officer may stop and seize such vehicle, vessel or au.niai, 
and lake it to a police station and detain it therein until the 
conclus on of the poll. 

(5) A court may, on the conviction of any person for an 
offence under this section, make order declaring that any vehicle, 
vessel or animai used in or in connection with the commission 
of such offence shall be forfeited to Her Majesty. 

False Reports in Newspapers 

81D. (1) Where there is published in any newspaper any 
false statement concerning, or re.ating to,— 

(a) the utterances or activities at a D y election under this 
Ordinance of any candidate, or any political party 
which is contesting such election, whether or not such 
party is a recognized party for the purpose of local 
electons; or 

(b) the conduct or management of such election by such 
candidate, or any such party, 

and such statement is capable of influencing the result of such 
election, then, every person who at the time of such publica­
tion was the proprietor, the manager, the editor, the publisher 
or other similar officer of that newspaper, or was purporting 
to act in such capacity, shall each be guilty of an offence 
unless such person proves that sucb publication w>as made 
without his consent or connivan e, and that he exercised al l 
such diligence to prevent such publication as he ouaht to have 
exercised having regard to the nature of his functions in such 
capacity and in ail the circumstances. 

(2) Any person who is guilty of an offence under sub-section 
(1) shall, on conviction after summary trial before a 
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred 
rupees, or to imprisonment of either description for a term not 
exceeding one,month or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

(3) In this section, the term " newspaper " includes any 
journal, magazine, pamphlet or other publication. 

Conveyance of Voters to or from the Poll, offences and Venalties 

81C. (1) No person shall let, lend, employ, hire, borrow or use, 
or aid or abet any other person to let, lend, emp'oy, hire, 
borrow or use, any vehicle, vessel or animal for the purpose of 
conveying any vo er to or from the poll. 

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of sub­
section (1) shail be guilty of an offence and shad, on conv'ctioo 
after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine 
not exceeding one hundred rupees, or to imprisonment of either 
description for a term not exceeding one month, or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(3* Notwithstanding anything in the preceding provisions of 
this section,— 

(a) where a person is unable at any election under this -
Ordinance to reach his palling station from his place of 
residence without crossing the sea or a branch or aim 
thereof or a river, the use of a means of transport to 
enab'e h'm to reich his polling station shall be deemed 
not to be a ' ontravention of the provisions of sub­
section (1); . 

(b) the conveyance of a person at his own expense to or from 
the poll at any election in, or1 the use by any person 
at his own expense for the purpose of the conveyance 
of himself to or from the poll of, any public transport 
service provided by the Ceylon Transport Board, the 
Ceylon Government Railway, or the Colombo Municipal 
Council, shall be deemed not to be a contravention of 
the provisions of sub-section (1); 

(c) where the returning officer for any electoral area is satis­
fied, upon written application in that behalf made to h'm 
by any person (not being a candidate1 so as to reach 
such officer seven days before the day on -which a poll 
is to be taken at any e'ection in that area, that such 
person is unable, by reason of any physical disabiTty, to, 
convey himself to and from the poll on foot or in any 
pub'ic transport service referred, to in paragraph (b) 
of this sub-section, the returning officer may give such 
person written authority to use any vehicle, vessel or 
an :mal for (he purpose of conveying himself to and from 
1be poll, and accordingly the use of a vehicle, vesse' or 
animal for the purpose of such conveyance by such 
person sha'I be deemed not to be a contravention of the 
provisions of sub-section (1). ' \ 

Plural Voting 

82. If any person— 

(a) votes more than once at any general election under this 
Ordinance, whether in the same electoral arpa or 
different electoral -areas, or asks for a ballot paper for 
the purpose of so voting; or 

(6) votes more than on?e in the same ward of an electoral 
area at any election under this Ordinance, or asks for 
a ballot paper for the purpose of so voting, 

such person shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on 
conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable 
to rigoroiis imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year. 

Duty of Employers to Grant Leave to Enable r 

Employees to Vote 

84A. (1) Any person, being the employer of any other person 
who is entitled to vote at any election under this Ordinance 
shall, upon application in writing in that behalf made by such 
other person, grant such other person, leave, without loss of 
pay, for such continuous period (not less than two hours in 
duration) as that person may deem sufficient to enable such 
other person to vote at that election. 

(2) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the 
provisions of sub-section (1) shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall, on conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate, 
be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to 
imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding 
one month, or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

Destruction, etc., of Notices or Documents 

85A. Every person who. without lawful authority, destroys, 
mutilates, defaces or removes any notice which is exhibited by 
any authority under this Ordinance, or any document wbi.'h is 
made available for inspe tvon in accordance with this Ord nance, 
shall be guilty of an offen-e and shall, on conviction after 
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable' to a -fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees. 
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