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PART 1: SECTION (I)—GENERAL

Government Notifications

LOCLL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS
New Election Laws
NOTICE FOR GENERAL INFORMA’I“ION

RELEVANT extracts of certain amendments to the provisions
of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance are reproduced
below for information of the General Public, Political Parties
and Candidates.
E. F. DiAs ABEYESINGHE,
Commissioner of Elections (Local Bodies).

Office of the Commissioner of Elections,
38, Horton Place,
Colombo 7, November 25, 1965.

. PROVISIONS REFERRED TO
Recognised Political Parties for the Purpose of Local Elections

27A. (1) A political party shall, under and in accordance with
the provisions of this Ordinance, be entitled to be treated as
a recognized political party for the purpose of local elections.

(2) A political pary shall be entitled to be treated as a
recognized political party for the purpose of local elections if,
but only if, it was, at the last parliamentary general election
immediately preceding such local elections, treated as a recog-
nized political party ander Parliamentary Elections Order in
Council for (he purpose of the provisions of section 29 of that
Order relating to the deposit to be made by candidstes. ’
- (3) Where a political party is entitled, by virtue of the
operation of the provisions of sub-section (2), to be treated as
a recognized political party for the purpose of local elections,
the approved symbo! allotted to the candidates of such party
under the Parliamentary Elections Order im Council at the
last parliamentary general election immediately preceding such
local elections shall be deemed to be” the approved symbol
allotted to such party for that purpose until the date on which
it ceases to be 8o entitled by virtue of sub-section (2).

Official Poll Cards

39A. (1) The returning officer for any ward in which an
election is contesied shall, if that ward is a ward to which
this sub-section applies, send by post to each voter whose
name appears in the electoral list for that ward an official
poll card specifying—

(a) the pumber and name (if any) of the ward,

(b) the name, address and  number of the voter as stated in

electoral lis:, ' )

(¢) the polling station allotted to the voter, and

(d) the date and hours of the poll.

(2) An official poll card under sub-section (1) shall be so sent
to a voter as fo reach him at least five days before the date
of poll. Where 2 post office fails to deliver such an official poll
card to the person to whom it is addressed, it shall be retained
in such post office until the date of the poll and shall be
delivered to the addressee if he calls for it.

(3) Every person who—
(a) without anthority supplies any efficial poll card to any
other person, or .

\

(b) sells or offers to sell any official poll card to any other
person or purchases or offers to purchase any official
poll card from any other person,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction aftex
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not
exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either
description for a term not exceeding six .months or te both
such fine and imprisonment, -

(8A) Every person,—

(a) other than a public servant acting in the course ef his
duty as such servant, who has in his possession the
official poll card of any other person; or

(b) who without due authority prinis any official poll card
or what purports tc be or is capable of being used
as an official poll card at any election under this
Ordinance, ‘

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction after
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not
excecding five bundied rupees or to imprisonment of either
description for a term not exceeding six months or to both
such fine and imprisonipent,

(4) The Minister may, from time to time, by Order published
in the QGazette, declare that, with effect from such date as
shall be specified in the Order, the provisions of sub-section (1)
shall apply to every ward of any such electoral area or areas
as shall be so specified.

Note.—The Minister of Local Government has made these
provisions applicable in respeci of every general election and
by-election to Municipal Councils, Urban Councils and Tewn
Councils with effect from 6.12.65.

Use of Indelible Ink for the Marking of Voters

58A. (1) No ballot paper shall be delivered to any voter & -

any local election—

(a) if he refuses to allow the presiding officer or a persom,
acting under his guthority to make the appropriate
inspection; or -

(b) if, having allowed such inspection, it discloses that such
voter has already been murked with the appropriate
‘mark; or

(c) if, having allowed such inspection, it discloses that such
voter has not already been marked with the appropriate
mark, but such voter refuses to allow ‘such officer or
person to mark such voter with the appropriate mark,

and accordingly such voter shall, notwithstanding anything to
the contrary in any other provision of this Ordinance, not be
entitled to vote at such election.’

(2) The presiding officer 6f a polling station shall enter on
a list, substantially in the form set ont in the Sevepth
Schedule to thig Ordinance,. the following particulars relating
to each voter to whom .a ballot paper was not delivered ab
such station under sub-sectiop (1):— .

{a) the' pumber of such voter in the electoral list of th'cQ

ward of the electoral area in which the election ie_
held;

(b) the name and address of such voter as it appears in soeb

list; and

1491



1452

C
IO emmdw : (1) ;R st — Commatfed ef Boas o0d o0 — 1965 eone; d5 29 9135 o)
ParT I: 8gc. (I) ~— (GEnERAL) — CEYLON GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTKAORDINARY — Nov 20, 1085

{c) the ground on which a ballot paper was not delivered to
such voter.

Buch list is in this Ordinance called the *‘ list of voters to
whom ballot papers are not delivered under section 584 '
(8) In this section,—
[2) the expression ** appropriate mark ' means a mark made
with indelible ink:
{(b) the term ** appropriate "', with reference to any context
connected with or relating to the inspection or marking
of a voter, means—

(i} the little finger of his left hand or, if such finger
is missing, any other finger of his left hand; or
(ii) if, all the fingers of his left hand are mis-02, ihe
{ittle finger of his right hand, or, 1if such finger
is missing, any other finger of his right hand;

or :

{iii) if all the fingers of his left and right hands are
missing, such extremity of his left or right hand
as such voter possesses.

{4) Every person who—

{a) without due au hority places an appropriate mark on any
voter at any election under this Ordinance or what
purports to be or is capable of being mistaken for that
mark; or ®

{b) fraudulently defaces any appropriate mark placed on any
voter at such election without due sauthority,

ehall be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction after
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not
exceeding five hundred rupees or to imprisonment of either
description for a term not exceeding six mon.hs or to both such

fine and imprisonment.

Personation

. )

80. Any person who, at any &lection under this Ordinance
applies for 5 ballot paper in the name of some other person,
whether that name be that of a person living or dead or of
& fictitious person, or, who baving voted once at such eleciion,
applies at the same election for a ballot paper in his own name,
shall be guilty of the offence of personatian, which ghall be a
cognizable offence within the meaning of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code and shall, on conviction after summary trial before
a Magistrate, be liable to rigorous imprisonmens for a term

uot exceeding one year.

Undue Influence

81. Every person— )
(1) who directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other
persou on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make
use of any force, vicience, or restraint, or inflicts or
threatens to inflict, by himse!f or by any other person,
any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm, or
foss upon or againsi any person in order to induce or
compel such person to vote or refrain from voting at
any election under this Ordinance or on account of such
person having voted or refrained from voting at such

election, or ;
@ who by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device or
contrivarce impedes or prevents the free exercise of
the franchise of any voter, or thereby compels, indu-es,
or prevails upon any voter either to give or to refran
from giving his vote at such election, or
(®) who, heing a member or official of a religious order or

orggnization,— .

(a) denies or threatens to deny, to any member or
adherent of that order or organization, or #o
any member of the fam'ly of such member or
adherent, any spiritual ministration, service or
benefit, to which such member or adherent would
in the ordinary course have been entitled; or

(b) excludes, or ‘threatens to exclude, such member or
adherent “from such order or organization,

in order to induce or compel such member or adherent
to vo e or refrain from voting for any candidate at such
election, or to support or refrain from supporting any
political party at such e'ection, or on account of such
member or adberent having voted or refrained from
voting for a candidate -at such election, or having
supported or refrained from supporting any political
party at such election, or ,
44) who being the employer of any other person,—
. (a) terminates or threatens to terminate such employ-
' ment; or
(b) denies or threatens to deny to such other person
any benefit or service which such other person
already enjoyed,”or would have enjoyed, in the
ordinary course of such employment,

in order to induce or compel such other person to vote
or refrain from voting for any candidate at such election,
or to support or refrain from supporting any political

party a; such election, or on account of such other / off

person having voted or refrained from voting for any
candidate at such election, or having supported or
refrained from supporting any political party at euch
election, or ’

(5) who, at any time during the pericd commencing on the
day of nomination at any election and ending on the
day following the date of the poll at such election,—
() utters at any religious assembly any words for the

purpose of influencing the resaly of such eiection
or inducing any voter tp vote or refrain from
votiug for any candidate at such election, or
(b) for snch purpose distributes or displays at any
refligious assembly any handbill, placard, poster,
notice, sign, flag or banner, or
(¢c) holds or causes to be held a public meeting at a
place of worship for the purpose of promoting
the electicn of any candidate at such election,
shall be guilty of the offence of undue influence and
shall, on couviction after summary - trial before a
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding five
bundred rupees, or to imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term not exceeding six months or to botn
such fine and imprisonment,

Canvassing, etc., within g quarter of o mile of a Polling Station

81A. (1) No person shall, on any date on which a poll is
taken at a polling station, do any of the following acts within
a distance of a quarter of a mile of the entrance of that polling

station : —
(a) canvassing for votes;
(b) solicitihg the vote of any voter;
(¢) persuad ng any voter not to vote for
candidate;
(d) persuading any voter not to vote at the e'ection:

(¢} distributing or exhibiting any handbill, placard, poster or
notice relating to the election (other than any official
handb'l, placard, poster or notice) or any symbol
allotted under section 88 to any candidate.

any particular

{2) No person shall, on any date on which a poll is taken

at any polling sfation—

(o) use or operate, within or at the entrance of a polling
station or in any public or private place in the
ne ghbourhood thereof, any megaphone or loudspeaker
or other apparatus for magnifying or reproducing the
bhuman voice; or

(b} shout or otherwise act in a disorderly manner within or
at the entrance of a polling station or in any public
or private place in the neighbourhaod thereof,

80 as to cause annoyance t0 any person visiting the poling
station for the poll or so as to interfere with the work of the
officers and other persons on duty at the po.ling station.

Restriction on use of buildings on Election Day, Processions, ete.

81A. (2a) No person—

(@) who is a candidate at any election in any electoral srea
shall, on the day on which the pol! is taken at such
election, use in, that area any building or structure
(whether temporary or aotherwise), other than the
ordinary place of residence of such.candidate, for sny
purpose calculated to’ promote the election of such
candidate; or

{b) sha'l, at any time during the period commencing on the
day of nomination at any election in any electoral area
and end'ng on the day immediate’y following the date
on which the poll is taken at such election, conduct,
hold or take part in any procession, other than a
procession on ‘May 1, in any year, or any procession for
religious or social purposes; or

(¢) shall, at any procession held or conducted during the
period referred to. n paragraph (b) of this sub-section,
do any act or thing calculated to promote the election
referred to in the said paragraph (b,

(8) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of
snb-section (1), sub-section (2) or sub-section (2a) shall be gui'ty
of an offence and shall, on conviclion after summary frial
before a Mag'strate, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
rupees or to imprisonment of either deseription for 5 term not
exceeding one month or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(4) Any po'ice officer may take such steps, and uge such foree,
as may be ressonably necessary for preventing any contravention
of the provisions of sub-section (2' and may seize any apparatus
used for such contravention.

(5) Every person who attempts to commit an offence specified -
in this section shall be !iable to the punishment prescribed for
that offence.

(6) Every offence under this sectidn shall be .a cogn'zable
ence within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure Code.
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(1) A prosecu ion for an offence under this Section shall not_
be instituted without the sanction of the Attorney-General.

Display of Flags, Banners, Posters, Handbills, etc.

81B. (1) During the period commencing on the day of
nounnation at any election under this Ordinance and ending on
the day following the day on which a poli is 1aken at such
eleclion, no person shal, ior the purpose of prowoting the
election of any candidate at such election, display—
(@) in any premises, whether public or private, any flag or
banuer except in or on any vehicle that is used for the
conveyance of a candidate at such election, or

(b) apy handbill, placard, poster, notice or sign on any place
to which the public have a right of, or are granted,
access except In or on any premises on any day on
which a meeting in support of a candidate at such
election is due to be ke'd in that premises; or

(c) any bhandbili, placard, poster, notice, s.gn, flag or banner,
on or across any public road; or

{d) any bandbill, placard, poster, notice or sign in or on
any vehicle, except in or on any vehicle that'is used
for the conveyance of a candidate at such election.

(2) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of
sub-section (1) shall be guity of an offence and shall, on con-
viction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred rupees or to imprisonment of
either descrip ion for a term not exceed.ng one month or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Every person who attempts to commit an offence specified
in this section shall be liable to the punishment prescribed for
that offence, )

{4 Every offence under this section shall be a cognizable
offence within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure Code.

{5) Any po'ice officer may take such steps, and use such
force, as inay be reasonably necessary for preventing ady contra-
vention of the prov.sions of sub-section (1) and may seize and
remove any handbill, placard, poster, notice, sign, flag or banner
ased in such contravention,

Conveyance of Voters to or from the Poll, offences and Penalties

81C. (1) No person shall let, lend, employ, hire, borrow or use,
or ald or abet any other person to let, lend, emp'oy, hire,
borrow or use, any vehicle, vessel or animal for the purpose of
conveying any vo er to or from the po.l.

(2} Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of sub-
section (1) sha'l be guilty of an offence and shall, on conviction
after snmmary trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine
Dot exceeding one hundred rupees, or to imprisonment of cither
description for a term not exceeding one month, or to both
such fine and imprisonment.

(3" Notw'thstanding anything in the preceding provisions of
this section,— '

(a) where a person is unable at any efection under this
Ordinance to reach his polling station from his place of
residence without crossing the sea or a branch or aim
thereof or a river, the use of a means of transport to
enab'e h'm to reach his polling station shall be deemed
not to be a «oputravention of the provisions of sub-
section (1); )

(b) the conveyance of a person at his own expense to or from

i

the poll at any e.ection in, or' the use by anv person

at his own expense for the purpose of the conveyauce
of himself to or from the poll of, any public transport
service provided by the Ceylon Transport Board. the
Ceylon Government Railway, or the Colombo Municipal
Counctl, shall be deemed not to be a contravention of
the provisions of sub-section (1);

(c) where the returning officer for any electoral area is satis-
fied, upon written application in that behalf made to h'm
by any person (not being a candidate’ so as to reach
such officer seven days before the day on which a poll
is to be taken at any e'ection in that area. that such
person is unable, by reason of any physical disabil'ty, to.
convey himself to and from the poll on foot or in any~
pub’ic transport service referred. to in paragraph (b)
of this sub-section, the returning officer may givi such
person writfen authority to nse any vehicle, vessel or
an‘mal for the purpose of conveying himself to and from
the poll, and accordingly the use of a vehicle, vesse' or
animal for the purpose of such conveyance by such
person sha'l be deemed not to be a contravention of the

provigions of sub-section (1). ;

(4) Where at a poll taken at any election in any electoral
area under this Ordinance, any vehicle, vessel or animal is being
used 1 contravention of the provis o0s of sub-secticlt {1, any
poiice officer may stop and seize such vehicle, vessel or aa.nal,
and take it to a police station and detain 1% theremn unti! tue

conclus.on of the poll.

(5) A court may, on the conviction of any person for an
offence under this section, make order declaring that any vehicle,
vessel or anima: used in or in connection with the commission
of such offence shall be forfeited to Her Majesty.

False Reports in Newspapers

81D. (1) Where there is published in any newspaper any
false statement concerning, or re.ating to,—
(a) the utterances or activities at any election under this
Ordinance of any candidate, or any political party
which is contesting such election, whether or not such
party is a recognized party for the purpose of local
elect.ons; or
(b) the conduet or management of such election by
candidate, or any such party,

and such statement is capable of influencing the result of such
election. then, every person who at the time of such publica-
tion was the proprietor, the manager. the editor, the publisher
or other similar officer of that newspaper, or was purporting
to act in such capacity, shall each be guilty of an offence
unless such person proves that such publication was made
without his consent or connivan e, and that he exercised all
snch diligence to prevent such publication as he ought to have
exercised having regard to the nature of his functions in such
capacity and in all the circumstances,

(2) Any person who is guilty of an offence under sub-section
(1) shall. on coaviction after summary trial before 3
Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred
rupees, or to imprisonment of either description for a term not
exceeding one.month or to both such fine and imprisonment.

(8) In this section. the term ‘‘ newspaper '’ includes any
journal, magazine, pamphlet or other publication.

such

Plural Voting

82, If any person—

{(a) votes more than once at any general election under this
Ordinance, whether in the <ame electoral ares or
different electoral -areas, or asks for a ballot paper for

. the purpose of so voting; or

(b) votes more .than on-e in the same ward of an electoral
.area at any election under this Ordinance, or asks for
a ballot paper for the purpose of so voting,

such person shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on
conviction after summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable
to rigorods imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year.

Duty of Employers to Grant Leave to Enable
Employees to Vole .

84A. (1) Any person, being the employer of any other person
who is entitled to vote at any election under this Ordinance
shall, upon application in writing in that behalf made by such
other person, grant such other person, leave, without loss of
pay. for such continuous period (not less than two hours in
duration) as that person may deein sufficient to enable such

_other person to vote af that election.

{2). Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the
provisions of sub-section (1) shall be guilty of an offence and

- shall, on-conviction after summary trial hefore a Magistrate,

be liable fo a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees, or to
imprisonment of either description for a ferw not exceeding
one month, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Destruction, etc., of Notices or Documezts

85A. Every person who. without lawful authoritv, destroys,
mutilates, defaces or removes any notice which is exhibited by
any aqthority under this Ordinance. or any document whih is
made available for inspe ton in accordance with ¢his Ord nance,
shall be guilty of an offen-e and shall, on conviction after
summary trial before a Magistrate, be liable' to a -fine not
exceeding fifty rupees. P :
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