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PART I: SECTION (I)—GENERAL

L . D . — B .  30/65.

G o v e r n m e n t  N o t i f i c a t i o n s

THE HOLIDAYS ACT, No. 17 OF 1965
R E G U L A T I O N S  mode b y  the M in ister of H om e A ffa irs , w ith  the concurrence of the M in ister of La b o u r, E m p lo y m e n t an d  H o u sin g, 
u nd er section 1 1  o f the H o lid a y s  A c t , N o . 17  of 19 65, a n d  a ppro ved  b y  the Senate an d  the H ou se o f R epresentatives.

W . D a h a h a y a u b , 
M in ister o f H om e A ffa irs .

Colom bo, D ecem ber 20, 1966.

Regulations
Short t it le . 1 .  These R eg u latio n s m a y  be c ite d  as the H o lid a y s  R e g u latio n s (N o. 1) of 1966.

A m endm ents or 2 . T h e  w ritte n  law s specified in  colum n I  o f the Schedule to these reg u latio ns are h ereb y am ended or
m odifications m odified  to the extent or in  the m an ner specified  in  the corresponding entries in  co lum n I I  o f th a t Schedule,
of w ritten law s.

S C H E D U L E

1 11 
Written laws Amendments or modifications

1. T h e  In te rp re ta tio n  O rd in a n c e . . (a) I n  section 2 ,—
(Ch apter 2). (i) b y  the in sertio n, im m e d ia te ly  after p a ra g ra p h  (t) of th a t section, of the fo llow ing

new p a ra g ra p h :—
‘ (ft) “  P o y a  D a y  ”  s h a ll h a ve the sam e m eanin g a s in  the H o lid a y s  A c t , N o . 17  of 

19 65, and  the expression “ P o y a  D a y s  ” s h a ll be construed a cco rd in g ly  ; ’ ; and

(ii) b y  the su b stitu tio n , fo r paragrap h  (v) of th a t section, of the fo llow ing new paragrap h  :—  
‘ (v) “ p u b lic  h o lid a y  ”  sh a ll h a v e  th e  sam e m eaning as in  the H o lid a y s  A c t , N o . 17  

, o f 1965, a n d  th e  expression “ p u b lic  h o lid a y s  ” sh a ll be construed a cco rd in g ly  ; ’ .

(6) I n  section 8, b y  the om ission o f the expression “ S u n d a y  or ” w herever th a t  expression 
■ occurs in  sub-sectio n  (3) and (4) o f th a t section.

2. T h e  F a cto rie s  O rdinance . . (1) I n  P a r t  V I I ,  b y  the su b stitu tio n , for the h ead in g “ E m p lo y m e n t o f W o m en  an d  Y o u n g
(C h a p te r 12 8 ). Persons ” , o f the h ea d in g  ‘ ‘E m p lo ym e n t o f W o rkers ” .

(2) I n  paragrap h  (6) o f section 67, b y  the su b stitu tio n , fo r the expression “ on n o t less th an  
one d a y  in  the week, one o ’c lock in  the afternoon ; ” , o f the fo llo w ing :—

“ one o’c lock in  the afternoon on not less th a n  one d a y  in  the w eek, such d a y  b e in g  the 
d a y  im m e d ia te ly  precedin g a  P o y a  D a y  or, i f  there is  no such d a y  fa ll in g  in  th a t  week, 
a n y  other d a y  in  th a t  week ;

(3) I n  section 7 3 , b y  th e  su b stitu tio n, for p aragrap h  (o) o f  su b-sectio n  (1) o f th a t  section, 
o f the fo llo w ing new  p a ragrap h  :—

“  (a) a  w o rker, other th a n  a w o rker to w hom  the d ecision s o f a  W ages B o a rd  a p p ly , 
sh a ll not be em ployed in  a  fa cto ry  on a n y  d a y  in  a n y  w eek w h ich  is  a  P o y a  D a y  
or, i f  there is  no P o y a  D a y  fa ll in g  in  th a t  w eek, on one d a y  in  su ch  week, nor 
s h a ll a n y  su ch  w o rker em ployed in  a n y  fa c to ry  on a n y  other d a y  o f the week, be 

' em ployed on P o y a  D a y  or such d a y  in  or abo ut the bu sin ess o f the fa c to ry  or in
a n y  other bu sin ess c a rried  on b y  the occu pier, p ro vid ed  how ever th a t  a n y  such 
w orker, other th a n  a  w om an or yo u n g  person, m a y  be em ployed  on such d a y  
su b je ct to the co n d itio n  th a t he sh a ll be p a id  not less th a n  one a n d  a  h a lf  tim es 
h is  norm al rate  o f wages for a  n o rm a l p eriod  of em p lo ym e n t on such d a y  and sh all 
a lso be granted  a n  a ltern ate h o lid a y  w ith in  the n e x t s ix  d a y s  ; a n d  ” .

(4) I n  section 74, b y  the su b stitu tio n , fo r the w o rd  “ w om en ” o c cu rrin g  in  th a t  section and 
the m a rg in a l note thereto, o f the w ord ‘ ‘ w o rke rs ” .
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(5) I n  P a r t  V I I ,  b y  the in sertio n, im m e d ia te ly  after section 78, o f the fo llow ing new section :— 
‘ D e fin itio n  7 8 A . I n  th is  P a r t  o f th is  O rd in a n ce, the term  “ w orker ” means 
o f w orker. a  person em ployed in  a  fa c to ry , and  in clu d e s a w om an or young person 

so em ploye d.’

(6) B y  the in sertio n  in  section 12 7  (1), im m e d ia te ly  a lte r  the d efin itio n  of “ transmission 
m a c h in e ry  ” , of the fo llo w ing new defin itio n  :—

“ W ages B o a rd  ”  m eans a  W ages B o a rd  established u nd er the W ages B o a rd s Ordi­
n ance ; ,

T h e  Shop a n d  Office E m p lo ye es 
(R e g u la t io n  o f  E m p lo y m e n t 
a n d  R em u n era tio n ) A c t  
(C h ap te r 12 3 ).

(1) In  section 5 as follow s :—
(a) b y  the repeal o f sub-sectio n (1) o f  th a t section a n d  the su b stitu tio n  therefore of the 

fo llo w ing new  sub-section :—

“ (1) E v e r y  person em ployed in  or abo ut the busin ess o f a n y  shop or office shall, 
in  respect o f each w eek, be allow ed one whole h o lid a y  an d  one h a lf-h o lid a y . Such 
h o lid a ys  s h a ll be so allow ed w ith  fu ll rem uneration i f  such person has worked for 
n o t less th a n  tw e n ty -e ig h t hours, ex clu sive  o f a n y  period o f overtim e w ork, during 

' th a t  week :
P ro v id e d  th a t reg u latio ns m a y  be m ade m o d ify in g  the preceding provisions of 

th is  sub-sectio n  in  th e ir a p p lica tio n  to persons em ployed in  w ork of an y specified 
class or d escrip tio n, b y  the su b stitu tio n , fo r the period o f tw en ty-e ig h t hours 
o f  some shorter or longer period .” ;

(6) b y  the ren u m b e ring o f sub-sectio n (2) o f th a t section a s p a ra g ra p h  (a) of th at sub­
section ;

(c) in  renum bered p aragrap h  (a)  o f the sa id  sub-sectio n (2), b y  the substitutio n, for a ll 
th e  w ords an d  figure from  “  T h e  h o lid a y s  due ” to “ im m e d ia te ly  succeeding : ”, of 
th e  fo llo w ing :—

“ T h e  h o lid a y s  due u n d er sub-section (1) in  respect o f a n y  week, th a t is  to say, 
the one w hole h o lid a y  an d  the one h a lf -h o lid a y , sh a ll be allow ed on a  P o y a  D ay 
a n d  the d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding a  P o y a  D a y , respective ly, fa llin g  in  that'week, 
p ro vid e d  th a t where a  h o lid a y  d eclared b y  O rd er und er section 7 does not fall on 
such first-m entioned  P o y a  D a y  or on such d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding a Poya 
D a y ,  or w here the h o lid a ys  so due cannot be so allow ed b y  reason o f either or both 
such first-m en tion ed  P o y a  D a y  an d  the d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding a P o ya  D ay 
not fa ll in g  in th a t week or a h o lid a y  declared b y  O rd er under section 7 fa llin g  on 
a  P o y a  D a y  or the d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding a  P o y a  D a y  in  th a t week, on any 
d a y  or d a ys  in  th a t w eek or in  the week im m e d ia te ly  succeeding ” .

(d) b y  the in sertion, im m e d ia te ly  after renum bered paragrap h  (a) o f the sa id  sub-section
(2), o f the fo llow ing new paragraphs :—  ,

“ (6) A  person to whom  the pro visio ns of sub-section (1) a p p ly  m a y, notw ithstan­
d in g  the p ro visio ns o f paragrap h (a) o f th is  sub-section, be em ployed for a normal 
period of em ploym ent on either or both a  P o y a  D a y  and the d a y  im m ediately pre­
ceding a  P o y a  D a y , such d ays not being h o lid a ys declared b y Order under section 7, 
if ,  not being a  person to whom  the first proviso to the sa id  paragraph (a) applies, 
such person is rem unerated a t double the rate a t w hich he is o rd in a rily  remunerated 
for such em ploym ent on a n y  d a y, and is  also allow ed either or both, as the case 
m a y  be, one whole h o lid a y  and  one h a lf-h o lid a y  on or before the seventh d ay , 
im m e d ia te ly  succeeding such P o y a  D a y  or d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding a  P o ya  D a y  
w hich sh a ll be in  ad d itio n  to a n y  other h o lid a y  to w hich he m a y  be entitled under 
a n y  o f the provisions o f th is  A ct.

T h e  h o lid a y  or h o lid a ys so allowed sh a ll be w ith  fu ll rem uneration i f  such person 
h as worked for not less than tw en ty-e ig ht hours exclu sive o f a n y period of overtime 
w ork in  the week in  w h ich  he was em ployed on the P o y a  D a y  or the d a y  im m ediately 
preceding a  P o y a  D a y .

(c) Su b je ct to the pro visio ns o f paragrap h (d ) of th is sub-section, the preceding 
pro visio ns o f th is  sub-section sh a ll not a p p ly  to a  person em ployed in  or about the 
business—

(i) o f a  shop to w hich a  closing order und er section 40 is m ade applicable and in 
w h ich  the fu ll closing d a y  and the h a lf  closing d a y  specified in  th a t order are 
not the P o y a  D a y  and the d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding such P o y a  D a y  ; or

(ii) o f a shop situated  in  a n y  prem ises w here'the o n ly  trade or business carried 
on is th a t of a chem ist, druggist, ph arm acist, op tic ian, dealer in  surgical 
goods, or dealer in  a yu rv e d ic  m edicines ; or

(iii)  o f a  bu tcher’s shop, a  shop in  w hich the sale o f fresh fish  is  carried on, a flo rist’s 
shop, an  ice m e rch ant’s shop, a  photographer’s shop, a tobacconist’s shop, 
or a  shop used for the sale o f a n y  one or more of the follow ing commodities, 
n a m e ly, fresh fru it , fresh vegetables, betel, chewing tobacco, arecanuts, grass, 
straw  and poonac ; or

(iv) of a  restaurant, an eating house, a  cafe, a  tea k io sk , a  petrol service station, 
a  d a iry , a m ilk  bar, a  cinem a, a  p la y  house or other place o f pu blic  entertain­
m ent or am usem ent, a news agent, a  book sta ll a t a ra ilw a y  station or at a 
hotel, a  bakery, a shop in  w h ich  the w holesale or reta il business of supplying 
stores to ships is  carried  on, or a  shop in  w h ich  the sale of m e d ic in al herbs is 
ca rried  on.

(d) In  a n y  case referred to in  sub-paragraphs (i) to (iv) of paragraph (c) o f th is  sub­
section, a n y  person to whom  a n y such su b-paragraph  applies sh all instead be allowed 
the h o lid a ys, w ith  or w itho u t fu ll rem uneration, as the case m a y  be, due to h im  under 
sub-section (1) in  respect o f a n y week either in  th a t week or in  the week im m ediately 
succeeding ” .

(2) I n  section 40—
(o) b y  the su bstitu tio n, in  sub-section (1) o f th a t section, for the expression “ Su b je ct to 

the pro visio ns o f section 4 1, an order ” , of the expression “ A n  order ” ;
(6) b y  the su bstitu tio n  in  paragraph (a) of sub-section (2) o f th at section, for the expression 

“ in  every week o f the expression “ in  every week, or in  every period ;
(c) b y  the su bstitu tio n  in  paragraph (6) o f sub-section (2) o f th at section, for the expression 

“  in  every week ; an d  ” , o f the expression “ in  eve ry  week, or in  eve ry  period ; an d  ” ; and
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(d) b y  the substitu tio n  in  paragraph (c) o f sub-section (2) of th at section, for the expression 
“ in  every w eek.” , o f the expression ” in  every week, or in  every period.” ;

(e) b y  the in sertion, im m e d ia te ly  after sub-section (2) o f that section, of the fo llow ing new 
sub-section

“ (3) F o r  the purposes of sub-section (2), the term “ period ” means the period 
between m id n ig h t on the n ight o f the d a y  im m ediate ly preceding an y P o y a  D a y  and 
m id n ig h t on the n ig h t o f the d a y  im m e d ia te ly  preceding the succeeding P o y a  D a y . ” .

(3) Section 4 1 is  hereby repealed.

4. T h e  W ag es B o ards O rdinance 
(C h a p te r 136).

I n  section 24—

(a) by. the substitutio n in  paragraph (c) o f sub-section (1) of th a t section, for the expression 
“ a  d a y  in  each week ” , of the expression “ a  d a y in  each week or every P o y a  D a y  in  
each week, or, where no P o y a  D a y  fa lls in  a n y  week, a  d ay in  such week,” ; and

(5) b y  the substitu tio n  in  sub-section (4) o f th a t section, for the expression “ differently 
for the different d ays of the week,” , of the expression “ differently for the different days 
of the week, d ifferently for the d a y  im m ediate ly preceding a  P o y a  D a y  or, where no such 
P o y a  D a y  fa lls  in  a n y  week, a  d a y  in  such w eek,” .
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