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When I was first asked by UNESCO in Paris, thet
part of the United Nations which deals with Education,
Science and Culture, whether I would come to Sri Lanka to
advise on the design of a Nétional Libraryy I naturally
said 'yes's I said 'yes' for personal reasons because I
" had been here many years before and had most pleasurable
memories of the Island.. But I also said 'yes' because it

was a project which to my mind was extremely important.

I was sﬁrprised that when I mentioned to my friends
that I would be going to Colombo, that they posed a number
of questions as to why I was going. 8Since I arrived in the
country I have had similar questions. I beldeve the attitude
to problems is not so different in different piaces. Let me
tell you what these questions were and to try to suggest

what my answers are.

The first, and not entirely unexpected, was,
'is there really a need for a National Library, and
specially for a National Library in a developing countyy
where the weight of the problems in general must surely be
overwhelming?' The amswer which I gave was this: That it
seems especially in a developing country that there was a
need for a National Library. In any period and particularly

in the present period of rapid social, economic and therefore

cultural change of society, it is vital that the records and

history and culture of that society are preserved for the
future. Unless we do that weé are forsaking not only the
past but the present and depriving the people of the future
of the ability to understand their history. It would seem
to me criminal negligence to pay so little attention to a
problem that is as pressing as the economic problems of

any country, for any country really does not live by its
economic life alone. I think therefore that the sooner we
establish institutions of this kind, particularly in a
culturally highly developed country like Sri Lanka, the

more we would be doing for our futur: aistory.
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The second questlon was really a rather similar one
in the sense that it was a var;atzon of thls theme: Granted
that there is a need for a Natlonal lerary at some stage in
the development of a countrjg génerélly at the moment there
‘must surely be a greater?nced elsewhere to devote the likely
cost’ 1nvolved 1n settlng up not only the bulldlng but also
the organlsatlon that goes with it. Again let me tell you
what my feel1ngs are. It seems to me that any one who is:
talking about ecoﬁomy is on the whole talklng about moneye. -
In plain terms he is talklng about poverty. But as I think.

" we have long discovered not only in the developed world but

| also in developing countries, poverty is not only a matter -
of»mohey. It is'a matter of resource control, and resource
covers a‘muéh,wider field than economy and money alone. It
is a common fact that in the latter part of the 20th century
information is a vital resource, as vital as money itself;
but what I would like to add is that it had always been a
vital resource. Those in society whe knew about magic were
able to control others and acquire resources, power and
1ndeed money. In other societies llteracy was a powerful
source’ of control and through their simple ablllpy to manupue
latevinfOrmation, communities and nations were able to acquire
.eontroly Or more recently the mere fact. that Certain natjions.
knew'how to navigate énd had the compass and gunpowder théy_
‘were able to acquire colonial power and vast resources
throughout the world. It seems to me today we are exactly in
the same position where unless a natlon is actually able to '
- hdve at its fingertips a great range of information resourcg;
it will not survive culturally as I said in the beginning, '
and it will also mot survive economically mor will it'bé able
to exert the influence and have the standing in the world
which it deserves. But I think there is another aspect to
the whole idea of library which relates tovthis. We have in _d-cz
places like Britain, America and other parts of the worldy
libraries as great warehouses of information, paséive wére—
houses of information, in which if you wanted to know some-

thing you could go and ask, and find the book9 mannscrlpt
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. or .some other source, and were“given it in}order‘to'usa it.
In other circumsthnces it would:be‘important"however for -

- libraries " toc be not‘only'the'Storehouses of accumulated
world knowledge but actually to be the disseminators of 'that
knowledge to make people aware'of what is around. in the._
world, so that information, whether it came from Sri Lanka
or any: other part of the world, is available to the people,
and to-all the people of the country. The third question
which I was asked and which I find extremely fascinating was:
why a library - in the sense of,”why books? In the latter part .
of the 20th century, as there are surely other:media of
communication, more immediate media of communication than the
printed word - would it not be better to spend money on '
setting up a&.television service, let’uS»say,.in'Sri lLanka, or
extend the broadcasting system. The answer to them I thznk

is complei.. Part of 1t is 51mple though.

'Clearly settlng up a telev;51onvserviceiwould'be"
inmeasurahly uore exoensive_than_setting,up a National °
Library: there is just novcomparison in the cost between the.
two.  But there is a nore“fundamental fact. -Different media
ought to perform different functions. The great virtue. in
‘any~pr1nted book or, printed materlal, is that it is available
to a reader, any klnd of user in the future, at the time in:
which he decldes that he wants that information. It is always
there. He could check the source. he . could ‘use it for a -«
future or further argument, and it 1s up to him to know what
is in it and to be able to CrlthISe whﬂt has been .said before.
It you however want to check up whether I am talking nonsense.
or sense, it w1ll be extremely difficult for you to find out
and to construct a new argument which counters the one I am.
puttlng forward. It seems to be therefore absolutely critical,
and sneclally agaln critical 1n deve10p1ng countries, that
" this 1nformatlon resource should be stored and should be;
available for a future whlch none of us can forecast; always
to be able to declde how to use it and what to. do with it
eventually. Now I hope you agree w1th the k;nd of argument
that I am trying to It f;r#;ri. RS muy uot or there may
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be other, indeed, more important reasons as to why there
should be a National Library in Sri Lanka on a site in
Colombo, and I hope this kind of discussions will go ona
But, however many dlscu581ons there are, I trust that the
project will come to frultlon. I have had great fun and.
enjoyment - belng hére and demigning such a llbrary on behalf
_“of the Ceylon National Library Services Boarde But, the |
point is not whether I have had fun or not, but that | '
feventually there should be a building, even more important
that there should be an institution, a viable, active,
inétituéion - storing and disseminating knowledge, and most
1mportant of all, that there should be people who are. ‘
contxnuously and usefully u51ng that information now and in

"the long distant future whickh none of us know about,.

- Micheal Brawne,
Unesco Expert—in-Library Buildinge
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TOWARDS A BETTER UNIVERSITY LIERARY SERVICE .
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Provxslon of up to date library materials for study
and research is the primary concern of the Univeesity Libraries.
This task, in many respects, is undeniably challenging and may
present problems,

~ The fhénomenen—often referred to as 'iitorﬁatiop
explosion' has obvious repercussions on librafy broVisioh'At”;w‘
universities., The sum of human knowledge is increasing, at a
much faster pace than any thing mankind has ever known. In
all branches of knowledge, particularly in Science: more ‘and
more library materials are being published at a rate that
libraries find it difficult to acquire single handed.

”

The countries in the Third World are confroated with
) added‘problémé‘arising from pruning library budgets at a. time
when the cost of library materiale is rising steadily,

Smaller countries speaking non internzational ianguages are
further overburdened by the pressing need to build up compree
hemsive library resources in foreign international languagees
Sri Lanka may be cited as a living example of a country
suffering from all drawbacks and disadvantages innumerated
above, . |

In many countries all over the world, library co=
diéfation has progressively been used to combat the effects
of 'informatioh explotion' and the new circumstances they are
facing today. Although we in Sri Lanka have been continuously
concerned over the difficulties of comprehensive coverage of
foreign materials, rising cost of library materials and the
growing demand of the readers, little effort has so far been
made to use library co-operation as a means of rectifying the
present situation. o 4

Although libragj co-opération is no pahacea for all
library prbblems, it can certainly be used as a means of
improving the library services of a country by judiciously
using the library funds for the maximum benefit of the readers.



In many countries co-operation among libraries has
" been developed in the areas suth as book and periodical
acquisitions, processing of library materlals 1nclud1ng
cataloguing, cla551f1cat10n and binding, prov181on of library
mater1als with the mlnléum of hardshlp to readers, common.
storage systems and many other 51m11ar llbrary routines where
collective :efforts can bring about a better service to the
readers. Among these processes most cdmmbnly knowh one is
intgr-libra:y lending. The full benefits of this fairly

simplé'fadilitj are yet to be explored in our country.

Why is that a healthy library co-operation has not
'developéd at least among the nniversity libraries in our
country (now 6 in number), let alone the otherAspecial el

libraries in Sri Lanka. Let us analyse our facts.

If has often Been quoted that the library is the
" central organ in any university and the character and the
efficiéncy of a uﬁiversity can best be gauged by its treate
ment of its central organ - the library., Unfortunately,
university libraries have not been considered as such in
Sri Lanka, V

During the course of the development of TUniversity
of Ceylon into six dszerent campuses, architects of the new
unlvqr81t1es were preoccupied in setting up the new institu-
tions of higher education, but seem to have paid relatively
less attention to the establishment of library services on
a'SOund.footing. When a new university was established,
often the rule was to set upra,makeshift library, with whate
ever materials available at the time. In 1971, when the
Jayaratne Committee recommended 'a single university structure?
with different campuses, it is unfortunate that they did not
make any recommendation towardé co-ordinating the resources
of the university libraries. During the next five years
attempts were made to use the one university structure often
as an excuse to shift parts of well-establlshed lxbrarles to
build up new libraries. Such moves have not only been =

‘threat to the character of the ex1st1ng llbrarxes! butlalso
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.. have resulted in straining the good relatlons among university
1ibrar1ese- ‘

" To put the maitéps'back on a correct footing it is
‘absolutely essential to recogniée the individuality of all
the unlver51ty libraries in our countryo In the wofds of the
‘111ustrious scholar Ranganathan, libraries -are grow;ng
 organisms and. their personality should be reSpected and‘
improved. It has to be recognised that no parf of a library
can be broken and takgn‘away without damaging its personality
and character. It is in this environment that the cordial a
relations among the unlver51ty libraries can be re-establlshed

IS

and maxntalned.

lerary co-operatlon will thrlve only in an atmosphere
of cordial relations among llbrarles. Frlendshlp and under-
standing opens up new possibiiitiés of helplng each other and |
embarking on co-operation schemes for the benefit of each }

other,

L1bera1 exchange of library materlals based on an
effeective union catalogue, embarking on a subject spec;allsa-
tion scheme, a scheme to minimise duplication and maximise
the benefits of periodical publicaﬁions, a scheme to build
-up a comprehensive collection of foreign materials are aome
of the projects which can be under taken by means of library
co~operation. If we are to use the Danish 11brary experzenee
for our own advantage (Denmark is about 2/3 the 51ze of Srz
Lanka) such co-operation c¢an be further progressively .
-extended to include all special and academic libraries in
the country, -thereby building up a strong network of 11braries
for the use of the academics of Sri Lanka.

lerary co-operatlon can also be extended to help
setting up a new University Librarye. In a friendly atmosphere,
the other libraries can offer professional and technical help
in their initial work, and be of further assistance by offering
dupllcates of llbrary materials whlch can be spared from the
existlng collectlons. Offerlng books and other materials on

long-term Lnter-llbrary loan i. anoivaner way by which an

...7



established-librafy can be pf_aséistanceato a new library.
Materiais thus réceived can be’used in the new,librafy
duringvtheir initia; difficult{déys.until;their stocks are
imﬁroved. Peradeniya Univefsity Library‘beihg the oldest of
the six llbrarles, has helped the other newly establlshed
lxbrarles in all these ways at some stage or othery but
unfortunately such help has always been observed as a one way
process and not been considered a model for further libfary
co-operation. ' ' ’

‘ Tremendous expansioh of highe: eéﬂcafioﬁ in the
past two decades has been a generalrphenomenon in South and
South{East Asia. Sr1 Lanka also has had its full share of
1expan51on in hxgher educatlon and the process is still going
On, Recently the Mlnlster—of Educatlon has indicateqd the
4'p0581b111ty of openlng up new unlver81ty campuses. It is
most appropr;ate to say that we should learn from our univereiyi:
sity library experiewmce in the past‘aﬁd use 1t.for the
‘betterment of the future, rather than 1imiting ourselves to

-the narrow confznes of practlces establlshed in the colonial

-.tlmes.

ARIYARATNE SENADEERA
Senior Assistant Iibrarian
" University of Sri Lanka,

Peradeniya Campus,
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THE ROLE OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES

) L1brar1es are 1ndlspen51ble 1nst1tut10ns for human
welfare and progress. Informat;on and educatlon which
‘constitute a bas1c requlrement for economlc and social .
‘development are the two fields the libraries can play =a
.positive role in any country. "Wh11e it is true to say that
libraries bave an 1mportant role to play in all countries,

~the:.r importance 1ncreases in’ an under-developed country.

This is becguse';n an under-developed country the
persistent need for rapid economic and social advance presents
itself a formidable problem and hence the entire institutional
set<up including 1ibraries,_isﬁnzpected to oldy a dynamic
“role‘for economic growtbrand social progresé. -The. existenee
_of various lnstltutlons, economzc "and cultural, can only be
Justlfled, 80 long as they make positlve contrlbution forwards
economic and social progress of the people.

. , In an advance economy libraries may be regarded as
an end—product of the economic and social progress evolved
to meet the cultural needs of a matured economy. But in an
" ‘under-developed.country libraries along with other instititu-
tions like universities, technieal colleges, research centres,
banks and other allied'financial institutions are required in
'fhé very procesé.of economic development and social progresse
Comparatirely 5peaking there is more leisure in a
developed country for people, as a result of pést oconomic‘
.'development and libraries can afford to remain as mere
cultural centres, providing means to spend that leisure and
prosperity profitably. In an under-developed country the
position is somewhat different. In the economic sense leisure
is nof total time available but the time left aver after
producing a sufficient amount of goods and services for the

achievement of a comfortable living.

G In this sense there is very little leisure in
under~developed countries, as most of the time available
must be utilised for productive purposes, to break what
~ growth economists call "the vicious circle of poverty"

that exists in most of these countries. Therefore in
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addition to beiné’nere'cnlturallcentres.catering to a lan: -
.'lelsured class, libraries along with other institutions.

must ensure that the time and the effort of ‘the people are
not waated but put to gome productlve use.-

_ The s;gnlflcant ®ole that llbrarzes, especzally
hpubllc 11brar1es have to play in an under-developed country

{ must be. reflected in the composition, organxsataon, and stock
A.of mater;als available. The development motive must come to
’:uthe forefront of a publlc llbrary policy Just as much. in a
..banklng institution in an underdeveloped economy., Though it
is important to make thxs clear distinction between the
~l:Lbrar:Les 1n a developed country and in an under-developed
'country, one cannot however say that a library in a.developed

country has a negatlve role to play.

B Even a developed country must sustaxn a suffxcient
rate of economic growth to keep-pace with the rise of
‘populatlon and the standard of llVlng. Moreover, when there
is an urgency for accelerated growth in economic and the
;government and the people are wedded to a policy of economic
’growthmanshlp, lzbrarles in deve10ped countries too assume
greater reaponszbllltles other than being mere cultural

institutions.

In short therefore, wherever, . there is a. pressing
' need for economlc expanslon and social progress libraries - -~
must assume greater responsxbllltaes and bo more dynaniq_in

their missione.

The fact that libraries are important agencies
for economic and social progress is not a new concepte
Economic history of Great Britain and the United States of
America offers a number of instances where mechanic
institutions were established to provide books and lectures

for working men.

As early asz1849 a National Committee on Public
Libraries in England reported that such libraries should

possess books on industries of their particular cities sinee
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such collectlon would produce -great advantage not only in

' 1mpart1ng general instruction but. also ins ﬁ&omotlng the

'exten81on of commerce and manufacture of the town..

Elght years later in the United States of America
a group of young men 1n Boston endorsed the ‘creation of a

rPub}lg llbpary "as destroy of class dlstlnctlons. sectional
’ “éntagbnism and,internation.ill-will“; This novel idea
Vlmmedlately captured the imagination of the highest rungs

of commerclal men in Boston. As: the industrial progress ran

""its course, more and more people were interested in the

'development of libraries.

In 19%7 a British Committee recommended that the

library of every trade centre, should increase its supply of

scientific and technical books and periodicals for study and
researchs As the process of economic development prooeeds
éciehqe and technology have an increasingly greater use and

libraries must meet this requirement.

.Besideées this, libraries'must'provide SpGCial Bection

-~ where - up to date geographical information, industrial data,

financial information, tarlffs, foreign exchange and bank

information are regularly supplied to the needy.

Mr. Paul Hoffman of the United Nations Special
Fund acknowledge the contribution that libraries make for
economic devélobment.iﬁ‘the following wordé:*"Industry, like
other segments of our national life, owes much to the '
libraries of the natiom and to those who work ‘to keep our

library facilities expanding and improving".

s

. _ Meriryha ﬁafathL oS
Former Consultant UNESCO Réglonal “géntre for Book
Development in Asia, Karachi. -

(Head of the Publlcatlon Division - Marga Institute)
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 DIRECTORY OF MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL
IN SRI LANKA

a‘:d'ﬁirectory of qualified/trained Management Personnel
_in the Government Sector including-State Corporation and
Boards is being compiled by the Ministry of Public Adminis-
trqt1on and Home Affairs in collaboration with . the Dlrector

of Natlonal Library Servicese

'iThefDirectory will embody such basic bio-data as names,
.'educatlon, quallflcatlons, tralnlng, posts held, experience,
Sp601a11ty, addresses etc.' of the persons .concerned,
arranged under recognlued spec1al areas of Management :

"Technologyy

; The. Dlrectny be81des being a "Who’sé who'.ln Management

©. will serve as a dutarbase for ascertaining the quantum of

..Managerial expertise available and/or necessary in various.
fielde of activity and help determinc what further planning
and organisation is required to eliminate-prewailing

imbalances, if anye.

COMMONWEALTH NATFONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES
AN ANNOTATED DIRECTORY

The information d1v1s10n of the Commonwealth seatstariat
in London announced earller this year the publlcatlon of the
Dlrectory ae part of its book development programme. . This
100 page work bring together for the . f:.rst t:.me information
about national and other bibliographies produced in the
Commonwealth countries. The entries are grouped under an
alphabeticalllisting of countries, and information for each
includes title, frequency of issue, scope, eontents,
arrangement, indexes cataloguing and price, and the address
* from whicu the bibliography may be obtaineds’

.0.12



The Directory will be of service to libraries that
wish to bring upto date their collections of Commonwealth
Bibliographies and expand their holdings of Commonwealth
material, It will also be of assistance to individuals
and institutions interested in obtaining information
about the rapidly expanding publishing outyput from

Commonwealth developing countries. (News letter 11-1977)

‘Training in National Library Work

- ¢iss P.B, Chitra Swarnalafha, Library section, Ceylon
Nationgl Library Services Board, returned to Sri Lanka
recently after successfully completing a three month
training course at the National Library of Singapore.

-She has obtained specialised training in all brancheé;of
. the National Library. The scholarship was awarded by
the Colombo pl==. -

Dr. EoM. Wijerama's Privatc Library Donated to the

National Library of Sri Lanka

Dr. E.M. Wijerama, No., 7, Horton. place, Colombo 7
has donated his private library to the Sri Lanka National
Tibrary Collection., Dr. Wijerama's collection contains a
large number of books and periodicals on Ceylon history,
Archeology, Buddhism and medicine, some of which are
very rare mad vl vwbles |

These materials are now safely deposited at the Sri

Lanka National'Library'Services Board. premises.

cee1d



National Digitization Project

Nuational Scierice Foundation

[nstitute - National Library and Documentation Services Board

[. Place of Scanning : National Library and Documentation Services Board. Colombo 07

2. Date Scanned ; Z(.O.‘.T?.‘.IQ.IJB ...................................................................

S

. Name of Digitizing Company : Sanje (Private) Ltd. No 435/16. Kottawa Rd.
Hokandara North. Arangala. Hokandara

4. Scanning Officer

Name : M'P,DGowo\ge .......................................................

Signature

Certification of Scanning

[ hereby certifv that the scanning of this document ywas carried out under my supervision. according (o
the norms und standards of digital scanning accurately. also keeping with the originalin: of the originul

document (o be accepled in a court of law.

Certifvine Officer

. Lrlﬁfc‘\f DOC@;J/ﬂ@V)’!ia’!"OVJ O'ﬁﬁ(@r

Designation

N
7 fjec ccelara
Name JO’M ......... D\' a""j'i ...........................................
Signature A T

Date : .20\ }' 9].’.3 ....................

“This document publication was digitized under National Digitization Project of the
Narional Science Foundation. Sri Lanka ™



