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f there is anyone who has not

joined a tour to the Royal Bo-

tanical Gardens, Peradeniya

with school friends, it is very

rare. The Royal Botanical Gar-

dens, currently the most popu-
lar Botanical garden in Sri Lanka, cov-
ers an area of 147 acres (59 hectares)
and is visited by about 1.2 million
(mn) visitors each year.

This article is about the largest Bo-
tanical garden in Sri Lanka and con-
sidered to be one of the most beau-
tiful in Asia, which has been highly
praised by local and foreign botanists
as well as tourists.

Mahaweli River

Situated at an altitude of 500 me-
tres (m) above sea level, the Royal Bo-
tanical Gardens in the Kandy Hills,
borders the Mahaweli River, the lon-
gest open water body in Sri Lanka
from three sides. It is located 110 ki-
lometres (km) from Colombo city and
6 km west of Kandy city limits in the
Peradeniya town.

Commonly known as the Perad-
eniya Botanical Gardens, the story be-
hind its name is also remarkable. By
combining the two words ‘Pera’ and
‘Deniya’. The name Peradeniya is the
best evidence that guava, which is not
a native fruit of Sri Lanka, was culti-
vated in the country long before the
British came to Sri Lanka.

The Royal Botanical Gardens date
back to the reign of King Vikrama-
bahu III in 1371 AD. King Keerthi Sri
Rajasinghe who later held the throne
of Kandy from 1747 to 1780 AD named
it as a Royal Garden and King Rajad-
hi Rajasinghe who built a temporary
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palace in it also lived there from 1780
to 1798 AD.

Although he improved the tem-
ple and the dagoba built by King Wi-
maladharmasuriya I, they were later
destroyed by the British. King Rajas-
inghe I also led the battle of Gan-
noruwa against the Portuguese from
the north bank of the Mahaweli River.

Relocated

The Garden was relocated to Kal-
utara in 1813 AD and again relocated
to Peradeniya in 1821 under the di-
rection of Alexander Moon. He was a
passionate botanist in Sri Lanka until
1824. He even published a book, The
Catalogue of Ceylon Plants, which
contains the local names and scien-
tific names of 1,127 Sri Lankan plants
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that are native to the country. Sri Lan-
ka's first tea tree was planted at the
Peradeniya Botanical Gardens in the
same year.

In 1844, after the death of Alexan-
der Moon, George Gardner became
the guardian of the Botanical Gar-
dens. Before coming to Sri Lanka, he
visited Brazil and introduced the rub-
ber and cinchona plants found there
to Sri Lanka. George Gardner, who

dedicated his life to the development
of the Peradeniya Botanical Gardens,
died in 1849 and a monument has
been erected in his honour, which
can still be seen.

Dr. Twitz, who subsequently be-
came the guardian, maintained and
propagated the Royal Botanical Gar-
dens globally for more than three de-
cades. He was also instrumental in
establishing the Hakgala Botanical

Gardens in 1861 and the Gampaha Bo-
tanical Gardens in 1876.

Various directors

The Royal Botanical Gardens,
which had been developed under var-
ious directors, was handed over to the
Department of Agriculture in 1912. At
present it is managed under the su-
pervision of the Director General of
the Department of National Botanical
Gardens.

Tickets must be purchased to
enter the Royal Botanical Gardens,
which is open to the public from 7.30
a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout the year.

Food can be taken from outside
the Botanical Gardens and the res-
taurants inside the gardens are open
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For the

convenience of visitors, a map of the
park can be seen at the entrance to
the park, showing the entire park as a
collection of 30 sections. Also, a hard
copy can be obtained from the ticket
counter at the time of ticket purchase.

Foreign dignitaries

Located in the centre of the Roy-
al Botanical Gardens, the 4 acre Elite
Circle is designed for local and for-
eign dignitaries who are visiting the
Garden to plant a memento plant.
There, a Bo tree planted by King Ed-
ward VII in 1857, a Na tree planted by
the Tsar of Russia in 1891, an Asoka
tree planted by the Austrian Emperor
in 1893, as well as another tree plant-
ed by King George and Queen Mary in
1901, can be found there.




