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Sri Lanka's development marred 
by foreign interventions 

BY SHENALI. D. WADUGE 

S
ri tonka g:)ioc-d partial in· 
dcpcnd~nc.:c in 19-IS siJwe 
t it¢ Queenfl\ing remaintd 
He-ad of State and the 
highe.st court was tlw UK 
Prh-y O:mawil. 

Thi$ meant th ;~.l from 194$ 19 
1972 UK continued to J1:m~ the- llr.lal 
:say in aU of Sri LMka's affnirs. Sri 
~nk..r OO'.tm(• truly indcp~·ndcnt 

only on MUc)' 22, 1972 ;md rightly Sri 
Lanktl sht~u ld b<l «lc:brJJin8 n<:pub· 
lie Ony nnd not a parti3l in<k>pen· 
denc<'. 

Howeo.·er. ft(lm 1972 to pr(•st~nt, 
Sri Lmlk:r has witnC$$(_'(1 too m>tny 
int~f'rl!l l conflicts, m:tjoriry of which 
have been orcheslrnt~ ext«!"rn nlly 
through clondntine oper.uion.s to 
tmsul'\' Sri Lanko nc\W rtt.iscs its 
h~::~d . 

1'he inten•emions that Sr•i L:~nka 
c:mnot ignore comes (rom lnclia· 
UK·EU·UN!UNHRC and now the US. 
AU of thne cntitie..s h::we different 
rr<uns operotiflS within Sti 1..:'1.•1ktl -
hired political p.'lrties/politic-ions. 
NCOs, thf: church, j ihadists and lo
c.:ols ind uced to bt.<trov the n;a tion. 

White t h<.'$(l cxtCro;~Uv indu.01.>d 
factors impede deveiOJ)fnen t1 in· 
tc.>rnnl factors indude corruptions 
(public ~lnd pri.vtUe) and other nu· 
allC<'.S like LC'I h;a.rgy, lack of ronsis
ter" n:uior1al poli c-i~ yo·ro political 
cuhute :md $0 on. II is :lS a re~uh of 
JX'riodically despatching these de· 
:s.tabili'>ing elements th:H Sri Lanka 
con n<'vcr develop. 

t9,.9 - 1TAK fcwmed ~eckins ~,,a
rate 1'nmil Sr..te as its o bjective (a 
)'~tar ~fter· partial inde(X'nden~). 

1962 Ja n - Cad1olic 3ctiun :m ernpt· 
ins co ove••thtowSir'iimwo Ba.ldar3· 
noikt>. 

1964 f-eb - Chinese l'M Zh6u t nlai 
vi:iits Sti l3nk3 (Ceylun). 

1964 Maf"('la - Non·AI.ig.ned Confer· 
eu<:e ho!Oted i.n Sri J.;l.ok;a. 

H)(.chi - NatiOil:llis:Hion of petro· 
1Nm1 insurance, OOnkins impacted 
r-ek\tions wilh UK .. US1 Au ... mlia. 
Cl'ln:'ld:'l (Ceylon Perroleurn Corp<:t~ 
:rted ill 196l) :l.ri d US SU!I-JK>nded rot
e:iS:ll ~id in 191;3. 

.l970$ .. Sirim ;r\'0 B:mdar.\.n :,j k~~ ap• 
po~ .-\ng lo ·VS eon•munic.'l.lion.i 
centre il'l the lncli:.'ln Ocean clilinling 
:'ltt.•1r s hould tilmttin "1leuuar nnd 3: 
nucleal'·(ree zone-. 

1971 April 5 .. JVP insutr('(':tion 

(ended in June L9JJ) just I ·~ yeM'S 
o ( Sirimn\·o B:rndamnajkt returning 
topowt-r. 

l972 Mit)' 22 .. nts)ublie l>:•y {C.•ylon 
becom es Sti L3:nka). 

1972Mtty 22- Pr~bh:r.kamn(justiS 

y('3rs) forms Tamil N(.'\~Tigtr$. 

1976 May S - T-.unil New Tigers •·e· 
chri.sten~·d LITE, 

1'176 Ma)' 14 .. TVLF l v_.dd\~kt)d· 
dai Resolution calling for~ separnte 
Tamil 540.1(', 

1910$ .. Sri L.mk..-'l.n T(uniJ youth sc
etetJy t ra ill{'<l irl lndi..'l ,.these a1'e 
boys trained by ltS (tom l97T O· N. 
Dixit Indian em·oy to Sri L:tn)w,). 

1978 Mlly- LliE IJ:'Inll\.'<1. 

1978 ~by7- LTIEblowsupAir Cey
lon plane on ®y new Constitution is 
t.a.ble<l. 

198tjuoe J- BumingofJa(fr'l..'l Pub
tic Libtary (RnniJ W took respon.si~ 
bility). 

t982 ~hay - Ttunit .Eelarn Amly 
bombs Chenntti ttirport killing30. 

1983Julr 2:3- 13 Sri Lankansoldici'S 
k illed (rhc.u,gh many Sri Ll'lnkan 1>0· 
lice hnd been killed earl.iet). 

I91S3July24-July r iots orchestr..ted 
by UNP thug&. 

1984 - L1TE ~pens internati~nal 
headquarters in London (open sup
port (or terrorism by Uh.1. 

1984 - LiTE ci\'ili3n killins~ com~ 
menc-es witb Kent a.od Oolbr Fatm 
massacre of inno«>nt villagers and 
pregnant women/children. 

By 1986 - lr1dia h3:d sectetly 1r':liMd 
aver 3SOO T3mil youth to ~bel 

agai•ts t Sri Lnnka Oain Commission 
ilt-pr:.rt). 

198? April IS - JVP itll~Utl'eet ion ~I · 
f{lclting_ l'allekatlt> atmy CO'Imp. 

1'187 ,\ p rilt7 - t;rrc k.ill$ lV ei\'il~ 
ians in Aluth <>,.·a. 

198? Apl'il 2J - Pet«ab Bus attack 
kill tt; lJS (ivilit•ns. 

193? May 26 - Al'nl.)' 13\m Cb 01~ra~ 
ti01l Vadit.m:l~chehi tuld c:om el'$ 
Ptabh:'lkarnn (India otders 3 halt to 
op~r:.tiOI\$ t)nci forbid!$ corpturto of 
Ptab.'l.'k:lr:'l r,). 
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LEAVING ASIDE THE EXTERNAL ELEMENTS MANIPULATING 
POLITICS AND HOW THE COUNTRY FUNCTIONS, OUR OWN 

HOUSE IS CERTAINLY NOT IN ORDER. CORRUPTIONS, 
COMMISSIONS, CRONYISM, BRIBERY AND FAVOURITISM HAVE 
NOT HELPED ANY OF SRI LANKA'S ILLUSTRIOUS PROGRAMS TO 

CONSISTENTLY DEVELOP 
1987 june: 2 .. Indian PM Rajiv G;m· 
dhi l!tnd.$ Jloti]J:l by M--i but Sri l.:l.n• 
kn Nl'IV}' ~nds 1hem back. 

1987 June.4 - lndi3 violau."S Sr-i Lan· 
ktl's $0\'CI'(lig,nty d ruppin.g '22. tons of 
pru.•ippu (3t1 act o( asgtessioal by In· 
din). 

1987 Jul)' 21 - lndi.:• whisks Prnbha· 
t.:.~rnn tand f!lmih· to lndi:1 ill s ix ht:-
ticop«('1S. · 

1987 J"l)' 28- Pmbhtakarru·l and Ra· 
j i,•G:mdhi mc:ct "' Ashok HotdJ fkl. 
hi. 

1987 July 29 - Sri .Lank3 (or«d to 
.sign lndo-Lan}w P<.>3cc .<\ccoi'(L 

1937 July jt)- 0\'et lOO,OOO India n 
sold iei'S land in Sri Ll'l.nk.'l. 

1987 Aug 2 - Prabbl.'lkatlln flown 
IX'lck to Notth {a.ftcr $igninsof lndl). 
Accotd). 

J987 S(lpt 15 - Dixit otders IPKF 
comm ander to kill Pntbhta.karon (rut 
R:\W eteated :an ahctn:Ui\'l" gtoup 
T~mil Nmionnl Atnly to repbce 
LTTE). 

1991 .Ma)' 21 • LTff. :'l$$:'1S$inMe R:l• 
j iv C::~ndhi i1~ lndi:~. 

2009 onw~rd$ intem~uian3l in· 
cer(erence in Sri L:ulka ir1t:re:llle:S\•ia 
rnuhiple (roniS. 

JVP and real objective 
The outcome of bo1h JVP ifl$ur<

tectjons :Uld the rellpottsc by the 
then Governme nts in power was 
dt:'lt rhe ' 'ie1im$ on either $ {d<! wet~ 
Sinh:aJ~ 

Was thts 1hc s ubtle gam e pl:tn 
in funding_ both sides: ttnd choteo· 
@:r!'.11>hin,g t~ cut short ch<: lh'(~ of 
t:'llented Sinh!rl:r umlctt;.rt~du::.r~. 
Sinh :"~ lese. buiine:~sntcn, :'IC:'ldemi~-s. 
atcists, Sec.udty For'«S :llld police? 
This aspec:c of the raw d«~l h:l.S neo.w 
~·nlc,oked into. 

Behind the (a<,:a~le- o( 'ins urret-

tion' Wl.t.S t11c r<.<a.l n.im •o clir:n in:.lt+c 
Sin.b:;l)c-s<: Md we:akeo th<rm? T11C: 
~nswet comes in 1be m:tnllt>l' J)l'eS· 
e rtl day JVP fronts inRu~ncc under· 
gradua tes insid~ uniw:rsiticii (O fur
r h~..,. tl)k<: t hcir lj\·CS intodcdine. 

LTTE and real objective 
Tmnil t(.·rrorism btog:a.n with In· 

dia tr:1ining T:unil yuuth to com
m erl ce a sueriUa wnd3:te agaill.st 
the State. LTIE em erged the grue· 
!.orne pru·ty UJ)d elin1inMC<I prom· 
ising ~nd 13lcntcd Tamil lc.•<ldcrs. 
L1'T£ \vtlS :'lbo u~ed 10 deny edu<:e.· 
lion to th<>US:'l.llds of Tamil youth 
by tumins 1hcm into child S<lldiers 
and killers. 

H;ad these chitdr\'11 nor en· 
s~"Sed in \Ytld:lte wh31 would the~· 
hav·e been today~ While India ini· 
1i.aUy supporte-d 1'amiJ terrorism. 
through the ye:..n foreign Govern· 
meru:~~, inte-~nl'ltion:l l agerlcie.s :rnd 
1he l'lmrcb aligned with ir to ad· 
Wince their own his10ricnl and geo· 
po litical ~1gendas. 

If Sinh.Uese ;~re target.'( of JVP, 
Tamils are ta r-gets of LTTE a 1~d 
jihad ism •argets Muslims - we 
.should be Jn!\ture e nough to under· 
snmd l.ha.t tJ1ese ~xtc.-ronl c.-1<-ments 
are b rcakiOS u$ ap:'lrt !'IS t1 n:Hion b)· 
l)unillS <:tun ,nunitie$ a.g.:ain~1 i'ach 
o ther. This is che s~me blue:ptinc o f 
divide and rule followed by out in· 
\1ldcrs. 

External elements 
Jndia rem ains a key playe•· in it:.s 

IJ) l'lnncr 10 dict.at~ how Sri l,.:u,ka i$ 
ru r1. Vsins T:,tnil retrur-is ru lndi.-. 
$elf-appointed itseli as the suno· 
gate nlolhet o( Tamils ::and contin· 
ues to bully Sri Lanka i.n aU o( its 
df!<'il! ion£:1 i n the Nor1h :.nd the &'1.$1. 

India u.se~ e.~t:a.te Tam ils l'l1ld 
its politic:rl g·roups. to d iecme bow 
Cen1roJ Pro,ince Tamils should be 
t real~d. l ndi3\t t r:l.dc: paCt$ fur1t1C:r 
inOuenet:l Sri l,.:lnka in virrue.lly C.\'• 
~rr sectot - (<>Od, o il, cuhute, inrt:.· 
StfUCtUI'e ~lld e\'o:-0 J)OJitiCS. 

Now lndi3 _is bo ldly \'entul'in,~; 
into for<:ing Sri L:mk."' II) s ign mih· 
taty p:rccs 111;s ned I<' dato VS objcc· 

li\'e o( usin.s ACS.o\, SOF." nnd MCC 
to pt>.rm1ut..mtly p lace US t roop 
pr<'$Cnce in Sri L:r.nka on the pre· 
l~·x t ~f J,rok"C' ting its people :.nd 
e<(UiJUnCnt. 

India i ~ advancing its. inilin.ti\"e$ 
in Sri Lanktl rca1ising US cnnnol be 
t rus ted on l."lcc<~unt of its p rogromlo 
bu;lk:rni~S~: lndi:r (l\'Cnh~lly. Evtry 
countr-y ba~ permanent irHetesu 
obow aU which is something Sri. 
Ltmb'.s po liticians <"nd :.'ldvisors f11il 
to undersl<rud. 

fndi:l) di¢1:Ue-$ how Tamil$ \ '()(¢. 

West}NCOs/church dictate how 
ChristiMs./C3tholies. ''ote, global 
poli ti c;~.! tdl~ance dccide1>. who 
JVP $h-ould $Upport C\·cry t.tl~-c.:tion 
:lnd how the g r·ound c3mp.'Lign is 
Sf(."('l'('d. 

l1le US helped UNP elections 
in 19S4J 1960, l96S. :woo ::and 201S. 
lndd~nl:rlly, it is qu~tiou<1blc 
wby the US didn·t heiJ) in. che 2005 
election unless 1ndi3 and t he US 
t ho ught it was ti.mc to eliminacc the 
ground force of LTI.E togetht-r with 
its lefldet :l1~d thl" JHISS baron 10 the 
L TTE Di nspora~ 

China's investments 
Chinta bas ncvet iruede.-ed oa• 

inwtded 3al.y count!'}' and Chi 11a's 
investments h3s always been with 
economic profit i n o win-win d(":~l 
t hough i1 i$ not Chin:l~ f:'lultl1i3t Sri 
Lank:"~ h:'l$ no capable negotiatots 10 
strik~ benetici31 deaJs in (:wor ol Sri 
L::mka. We: can tecall how I he Ma· 
bind:r Rajapakse Go"ernmcnt w;.s 
defe:ued s irnJ>Iy bectl.use it fl llowed 
Chinese subnrru·in~~ to dock at out 
J>Ort . 

UK was- t he l3st c:oloni:~l im•3d· 
er ro oe<:UP)' Sri Uln'ka for O\'er ISO 
)'C3.1'S aod eol'ltinu t".S 'o 1hir1k it has 
a ..-ight to d iC'Iatc the nff~i l'$ o( Sri 
Lanka.. 

Amidst lhese Governm ental 
incur~iOM :IJld interferetiCfo.$. !he 
Wet~l's o thel' rtonl UN/ UNHkC I 
chur·ch ~re bus~· ann twisting Sri 
Lanka co c hnngt> its imernal sys
cern$ lo:C. t he,.· (tin be coni rolled :~nd 
dir:-1:.ued by UN l'lnd Wes-tern GO\'• 
etr,me rl ts thus breakirlg down thl" 
so,·etcign :status ofSti tanka. 

With the LTTE ground force no 
mo(e the L.il'E l)il'ls pora i~ usetl tl$ 

pawns. The JVJ> l'lrrned fot<:e repine· 
es its (loOiitical wing often uS(-d ~.$ 
foot soldiers by t"\·ery Covemm ent 
who turn 10 <.':< ternal h <:lp 10 cvme 
'o ))OWer ~rlld compromi~ing their 
prcuni.ses 10 dal"it \'Oters :'lnd ha\'ing 
10 l,~y b•<~ck to 1he~e ex-tetnal fo1'c:es 
Cot helping them co come to power. 

SO uwari:1h1y ho1h 1he LtTE " '"' 
JVP l'wd element~ of roreis n in~ 

vokeme1\t and t hese became used 
3S soft power tools to n.rm twist s ue· 
ccssiv~· Governments. Th~e cnti· 
ti~ continu.~ to be u~c.."C.i und~r dif· 
(~f'~l\ 1 f::ae.'ldc:$.. 

Internal crisis 
Lc:::adng :;1$ide th ~;- (:Xt<:n1al c:.!c.r

ments manipulating politics: and 
how tht' oou1U:ry (unetie>ns, our 
own house is cerc~htly not in o rder. 
Corcupt ions. wmmissioru;1 crony• 
it~m .• brib~:ry. f:wouritism h:avc not 
lletpOO nny of Sti l..'lnka·s illusttioos 
program s to consistently de"<-•lop. 

N<ation31 polieill.'$ l)l!IJts ;and ini
ti(lt ivt-:s. •rre $ubj t..-ct to pl.'per. ·rhitt 
is p t e-.•alem aot only in the public 
sectot but in ptivate S4!'<' IOI' as well. 
The gnp between th t- ricb Md poor 
is widening to showc.'l.$c the l('V(') of 
c:orrUJ)tions thai J>r<:va.ll. 

The saln.fi es and perks ofthe top· 
CEOs nnd mana.sement i.n Sri L"nlw 
showcase$ another elemt-nl o( bow 
1hc c;orpor:tl(· world i$l.lblc lo inRu· 
ence t~d\':lnmse to chernsel\'es v ifl 
Co\'etnment deals inkE-d abusing 
l1le.cotruption$1hac prevaiL 

One cannot c;..ke a wand 3n<l 
simply mt\kc tlll thC'$e ill!: dis,:11,.. 
f>eM. Fit sdy, t he <:it ize.~s of Sci 
Lanka must be aw3te that any de~ 
velopment31 g.oals we m3y 3$pirt> to 
:achic\'e :a.nd politic;.1J !Xlrlics ptom~ 
ise 10 theit \'OtCI'$ is 1n:ade inlf>OSSi· 
b le by the excernal t>le,uen ts whoS4!' 
main goal is to keep Sri Lallka \Ill· 
stablt- by usin$a plcthoro of pbyers. 
(or th('ir· objcctll·c. 

T1tese- tar,ge from politico! p.-. .... 
ties, poliriei aal~, medin, lawyers, 
Joc31 organisnlions. trade uni.ons, 
joint \·f'nl\rres with pri\'atc individ· 
mtls{eompanie.!l ;rnd $0 on tlnd :til 
ofth~ plt~y(.ots ate used knowi1lg ly 
or unJmowinf(ly to :'ld\~alce 3 bigser 
agen<hr. 

Eo.ch of them is tnskcd a role .. 
which when fin~ together, 1he jig · 
i13W o( destr~yin:g Sri l..'lnka cumes: 
o rl ltack. This is what \ 'Ill!' need to. 
undt.l'$t3nd ns !he 1ru1h behind I he 
JH>Iici<;>lt krnd$<:01~ in Sri t.ank,.'l . 

How do we chan$~ 1hi$? 
We need :r leader who under·· 

stands th e rool picu.tte, who h:~s ~ 
C«~m who ruso understta.nds che real 
J>icture l'lnd who want$ t() c:.rve o u t 
3 plan wi1h .'llr:a.tegies 10 O\'el'c:O(I'Ie 
and counter th£< googl~·s th:at a..-e 
lhtown :ll us (rom d ifferent (ron!$:. 
Thi..;; rc::rm (:annor <:e>mJH"Oitli.s~: or 
bl" manipulated b)' intc_rn l'l l or t-X• 
tenin.l sources :'11\d they should re
main cornmined to bring ins: Sri 
Lank3 to whete it deserves to be. 

()o w~ h:W(! $ueh :r l.e:rder :mel 
le3m ~unont;St us? t er U$ l'e:l r~JI. 


