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COLLECTPION OF BOOKS FOR THE

> s = g

SRI_LANKA__NATIONAL_ LIBRARY

-~

ﬁceylon National Library Services Board

wishes to announce the commencement of .. ..

collectién of. books for the Sri Lanka

3

-

National Library.

The Board would bevgrateful for any gifts/ .
.donAtions of Ceylonigna'ané fdr any '
assistance to obtain such books for ihe

aﬁove ecolledtion.

PN

- Chairman,
-~ Ceylon National Librqrx

Services Board.

7%, Davidson Road,
Colombo o4, - | : . : I
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PUBLIG LIBRARY SmRVICE IN WEST AUSTRALIA

Geographlcally and deme raphlcally West Australxa
presents a contraet to condltlons in our’. own . country. It has
a: populatlonfof just over a gilllon eparsely distributed
over almost ohe million square miles ofaland; There are  only
138 local authorztles in the state, of whlch only 6 ma3or
authorities remaln unserveds Nearly 80% of .the local
authorltles have a‘population of less than 6,000 with a
medium population size for a local autho;ity as 2,500 The
Library Board of West Australla which was’ set up in 1951
under the stewardshlp of Mr. F. A. Shar has built up over
the years‘a very effect1ve l1brary service counsidering the
tyranny of dlstance, in the’ State, paucity of - ‘qualified.

, llbrerlans, and other problems relating to the size and

nature of local authoriiies. -

The basic problems Wthh ,he Board. set out to
solve are recounted by Mre. Shar as followa-

"(1) To dev;se-a system which would enablé local

__...suthorities to provide effective libfary
o .. service throughout the state, in the

country equally with the city.
. ' : DA :
(2) 7o eyaken.a demand for such a service

“(3) To establish standards

W) 'Tevpersuade Government tolbfbvide thee

requisite fundsJtt

In order to achieve state wide cdverage, in an
;effective manneg,>making ﬁhe;maximum economic . use of
resources in terms of stock, -the Boerd éccepts the )
:responsibility for the initial and eichange bopk stock,
including processing, central cataloguing and organisation,
A significant aspect of ‘this state~w1de servzce is the
1ntegratlon of the State Reference lerary w1th the total

public llbrary service.



" The organ1sat10nal pattern of the publlc lxbrary
service in ‘West Australla may be stated in brief as

" follows:-

"It comprise a Headquarfers ofganisational
governed by .the’ lerary Board- a State Reference lerary
11ke-w1se, and a . large number’ of assoclated but
1ndependent publiec llbrarles controlled by local

authorltles

- The West Australlan Library System is a hzghly
centralised one, unlike the Victorian System already .

described.s = . o : T

The library Board provides the iocal Authority
with its book stock, professional services, including '
acquisition, technical processing,‘inter-iibfaryﬂloans'
and the State Refercence l;brary Services The Local
Authority meets the cost of the buildings, wﬁich must
conform to the stondards set-by the Board§ the cost
maintaining the establishmeht ésd the cost of the_Library"
staff. .In addition, the Local Authority must ﬁeet qQne .
third of the cost of the initial stock of books provided
by the Boarde 1In effect the entire stock of books held
by all local Authorities belong to the Board.. '

he Board supplies books to the Local Authorlty
at the rate of 1e1 per head of population, the gln;mum
stock being 800 volumes., A village of even 400 people
will therefore get-an initial stock of 800 books.

The books held by all libraries in the system are
exchanged at a glven rate every two months with books
from a Central collection, maintained’ by the Boarde In a - ‘ﬁ
‘ collectlonbef 800 volumes 90% or 720 volumes are- exchanged'\fv-
.'annually and in a collection of 2500 volumes 30% are o ;
exchangeds The exchange rate decreases with increased

stock holdings of libraries. - In a llbrary with 100,000

volumes °n1Y 19% w1ll be exchanged in a year. . . s

~



o The above exchange system helps libraries to
maintain a reasonably up to date collection in’.good

physical condition. This collection supported by -

(a) an effic ient'interélibrary loan system
:,co—ord$nated by the. Headquarters Unlon j

Catalogue and; R

. + (b)  a regular Refercnce Inforﬁaticn service.
helps even the smallest library in the remotest area to

prov1de its patrons ‘with the resources of the whole
state. S 4 ' - B L A

The ‘effectiveness of .the Headquarters Inter-
uLibrary Loan system is evident frdﬁlfhe fact- that during
the 1972/73 Financial Year the State Bibliographical -
céntre'handled more than 76,000 requests of which .86%:

+ were satisfied from the Central Stock, .and BO%quom.other
‘libraries. | '

State assistance to public libraries in West
" Australia with s&bsidy in kind apgéais to be the ggst.”
feasible in the context of the rature of the local o
'authorities. However the Board exPer%encé seems toiéﬁggest‘
"that the control of the Board over “he Book Stock 6ply,
.'ﬁithouﬁ similar authority over the staff, who service tﬁq

stock, cannot ensure the effective. exp101tat;on of the

resources of the Librarye.

It is doubtful whethcr “the unlflcatlon of the
staf* under the authority of the Board could be achieved
without impairing local 1aent1f1cat10n and partlclpatlon.
to render the maximum explo;taulon of 11brary resources
'pqssxble.. Further -the problems which such 2z’ hlghly .‘

- centralised, system would give rise tOgespe01ally w1th the
rapld growth of the local anuthority unlts and the develop-
V'ment of communication fa0111tleu would qmpede any move 1n

¢

this direction at least in respect of the larger llbrarlesa

In this’ conncet:on it wonld be .of interest to

-

" bear ih mind the following’ cflpleng dlfflcultles"that
- small 1ndependent libraries fcce and which conditioned the

establlshment and growth of the West Austr“llan Iibrary
system about a quarter of & century ago. ' ¢

3
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A1;\"The selection of a good balanced and comprehen-
sive book stock is 1mpeded by lack of experienced qualified
staff of blbllographlcal tools, of finance and also perhaps
by the closeness of local p:essures which influence the

llbrary's freedom in book selectlon and on other matters.

R ' 2. Because of the relatlvely small number of .
readers, books tgnd to be read out before they are worn out.
Thls leads to slltlng up of the shelves with partly worn

books which have lost their appeal.

-

3, The needs of the user whose taste and needs

cannot be met except at extravagant cost?

~In the light of the above considerations and the
demographic and geographical factors mentioned earlier, it
isyunderstandable that a highly centralised organisational
patterﬁihad fo_be built up in order to®achieve the cffective

and efficient state wide coverage of library &Service West

“"Ihe success and problems of the Library‘services
_©of West Australia have both arisen from the fact that the-

: Board‘hnswaefusedrto sanption.a_sepond Iatewlabraqy Servicee. ~

Public llbrarles have all commenced with a- full stock at the
minimun standard for the approved figure of servxce popula— 7
ticn and have been able to offer both lend1ng~servlce and :
supportlng reference and inter-lending llbrary serv;ces from
the State library and the Board." '

~

‘One of the main factors fagllltatlng the provzslon
of an effective State w1de library service in West- Australla _
is the chanelling of the State Government's subsidy to local
authorities in the form of books and nct cash as done . . +‘\{

-

elsewhcres 1In a report to the Government of New South- Wales-

_Mr. Wede Weeden (1972) has clearly 1nd1cated the dlsadvantage_

in relating to the acquisition of books to the budgetary. QWZ

provision of a local authority. , ‘ .

"The only substantial Jtem in -the budget which can
.be controliled by a Council 1tself is the Book Vote..xlf."
salarles or other charges rise durlpg the year znd the
library is raquired to work within a fixed budget then
savings must be made. Most libraries work on a fixed budget

and most attempt to save by reducing:the book wote.n

L



BOOK SELECTION

Book solectlon, a magor 0perat10n oo-ordlnated
at the Headquarters of the Board is the re5pon51b111ty of
the Ch;ef 3551stant lerarlan. What ‘would at first 51ght

appear'to be a‘'severs restriction of the freedom of choice

~of the 1nd1v1dual librarian on the fleld, is in fact a’
co-operatlve effort limited only by the"mumerical ¢ontraints

of thelr.quota hhlch is- determlned by the %xchangé¥programmef

The 1nd1v1dua1 llbrarlan on the fleld receives an
Advance list of about 140 title every week.~ Of course this
‘15 l1m1ted to libraries staffed by profe551onals.*‘The’
lerarlan will then make hlS selections from these. aQV?nce
lists_and advice the Chlef d851stant Librarian of the Board
. of his. ch010e._ _The advunce lists are compiled with a good
>dea1 of clrcumsyuctﬁon and they include suggestlons made by
tha librarlans themseIVeb._ ' S e ~vg~d;,;

- -

, In recent txmes perlodleal meetlnss of lxbrarlans
are - held at “the - Headquarters for™ the purpose -of back selection.
and such meetlngs help to 1mpose\a sense of part1c1pat10n in.
thealzbrarmans in the system.. I was personally associated
Wlth one suqh meetlng and was able “to dlscern the unlty of

ﬁrpoae of thqse partlclpatlngai B _;1‘5_ ,}, : 5;]'”:O~’

i

Slnce the Board's sub81dy is’ lwmlted to books; the

.

nustralaén Llorany system mainly because of the ge05raphxca1
factor. However, 1t 15 recognlbad that suburban areas far
tﬁmﬂved,ﬁr@m“égrxlce-pg;n&ﬁ Qould best be served bx‘Book
Mo‘biles TRl siaie




CHILDRENS LIBRARIES

1Th€'Bo§£ﬂ has made'edeqﬁaﬁe_proviSiop in its
budget for t@e‘acddisifion ovahikdren's.BOOKSQ‘_The
. absence of a ‘special officer.on the staff'ogmthee : “ J .
Board to. sﬂperéise'and promote this important'aspect'ﬁ‘ ‘
of the .service has not’ 1essgned the conceéern: of Board
in thls matter. The follow1ng pollcy relatlng to 1ts
book acquisition reflects thls.;

~ "Books are supplied'to-local libraries on a
scale of one book per head'of‘poPulation
served, with a minimum of 800 volumes .if
the’population is below that figure.’ The
stock is in the following pr0port10ns.
one thlrd ‘for children and of the adult
two thirds 40 percent fi-+inn, 40 purcent

non-fiction of fairly . general interest and
20 perceat non-fiction bk,more advanced

PR

standérd or more restricted appeal.’

Some of the libraries I visited, of which the
BixertonnBublLomL;br4ry geeds sPeczal mention, provide’
‘excellent service for children.

s

[y

.

S. M. KAMALDEEN,
ASST. DIRECTOR/LIBRARY SERVICES

C. N. L. S. B.
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'LIBRARIES ASSIST IN POPULATION REDISTRIBUTION

12. oy

CAN

. The-International Development ReSearch Centre-in )
Canada (IDRC) has announced a grant of § 220,000 to help
evaluate government sPonsored programmes to redxstrlbute”'
population from over populated areas to spareély peopled

?rterritories in Southeaot Asias

Some of the resettlement schemes already mmplemented
have rdh into problems.due to bad roadsj poor mar;cetlng.
facilities and unsettled’ polltical conditioﬂs with the re&ilts

"that the "settlers'" instead of settlng have returned to ‘townd

Anong the factors affecting the quallty 6f rural’

life especlally for new! comers, are the dearth of cultural

,'and leisure act1V1t1es so reading avallable in town Developu

ment of rural llbrary serv1ces, as env;saged in "the de Heer
proposal, using 'the. term “llbrany" in its most enconpa551ng

"Sense could well prove to L a much.wone 1mportant segment of

1nfrastructure 1npul than even the most ambitious Librarian

'Mhave realiseds All the fiore reason for the llbrary fraternlty

to fraternize w1th the planners. -

-

’

”(Comla:Newsletter)

COMMONWLALTH ASIAN REGION&L WORKSHOP
I RbSEARGH METHODOLOGY IN LIBRARIANSHIP
‘Sirgaporey 17-22° October, 19?7
Jozntly Organlsed by )

BT ‘ COMWONWEALmh LIBRARY ASSOCIATION and

LIBRARY ﬂSSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE

- © . e - e 08— - =

'\. <

The commonwo lth Asia Reglonal workshop ‘on Research

R

Methodology in lerarlanshlp, sponsored joxntly by the,
Commonwealth lerary l58001at10n (COMLA) and the lerary

A A58061ati®h of Singapore (LAS) was-held in Slngapore wt RELL

Internatlona; house from Oct ober 17 +o Qctober 22$ 197?. .
Tﬁe workshep was 0¢flclally opered by'Dr; Ow Chin Hock,
Parllamentory Secretqry, Mlnistry of Culture at 9 30 aanls

‘

_on Monday, 1?th October 1977»

NE B o t—— : “Eeue

. ‘ﬁ%r : .

-~
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The workshop proper began . at 11.00 asm. on Monday
1?th October and was held daily from 9. OO aQeme to 5.00 Pelle
It ended on Saturday, '22nd October at 1 00 pems - The .course
dlrector was Rrofessor Ja Clement Harrlson, ‘President dOMLA
and Professor. School lerary Service Dalhou81e Unlver51ty.

Kallfax, Nova Scotla;”Canada.

’

wenty six partlclpants took part in the worksh0p.

The part;clpants were-

‘e

% J1. Five off1c1al delegates from member lerary"
iAssociations of COMLA in ‘the Asian reglons, lnqludlng
Mre Mei.P. Senadhira, Sri Lanka Library Association.

. 2e Four overseas ﬁarticipaﬁts from Malaysia.j:

\“;] 3. . Seventeen local partieipants,' .
The'folldwing topics were covered in eight
‘sessions at the workShops o ‘

1. >identifying research topics.
2;x:Themes for Library research.
30. Searching the literature. .
L. Writing the research preposal.*
5. Research Methods. - .
6. Preparation of research‘reporty
7. Practical problems of research

feed back of a proposed questionaire. ’ .

8. Evaluation of workshope. .

Country problem on the development of research
in libraries and librarianship were presented by the five
official delegates on their respective countries, S .
‘Thé participants were-divided into three discussion
. groups according to their interests in the three choeen

topics. The three reports presented were:

1e Reader use of Reference Services, presented

by Mrs. Koo Siew Mune. -

2. Workload study or aoa-grofe551onal staff” in-
the Reader Services DlVlSlon of a Un1versxty
Library, presented by Mre. Me.fi.P. Senadhira.

3. A National Social Science Data Bank for

Singapore, presented by Mrs. alice Leonge.

: | o 8
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datlonsw
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1o It 1s recommended that COMLA should consider the

f?hé éorkshopfpropossd'ﬁhe following three._recqmmen-

“publlcatlon 'of a "gulde to researoh in Lzbrarzanshrp"
carried out in the ASlan Commonwealth countrles upto
zDecember 19?7, to be updated ‘thereafter by annual .
SWmhmme '_‘_ A i IR : '

» 2." Recognlslng that l;brary’serv1¢es should’ be
organxsed natlonally to pool a .country's total llbrary
'resources to meet the natlonal ‘demands in its totality, .
,fit 15 recommended th&t in llbrary research group organ1sa—v
) tlon be establlshed in each partzcrpatzng country to evolve
‘ natlonal standards for serv1ces and to prov1de the ‘basis '
for, plannlng\at ‘the’ natlonal level. It is- further recommended
‘ that_thq,l;brary researchogroup/or n1th1Qn should also '
ﬁrﬁromoéé resoércytig:Librarﬁgpship on a ontlnplng sustalned

basis. v -

3. Recogn151ng the xmportance of research in lerarlan-
‘,shlp, 1t 1s feoommended that research methodology be
5: 1ncluded ih the currlculum sof: profe531onql library 501ence4
courses conducted 1n A51an Commonwealth country. ‘
i T - . ' “:’Aﬁf" ‘ ,(COMLA: N;wsletter) ¥

Lo

e i BIG&EST LIBR4RY FOR THE BLIND fr]ff'k

foff“rf7': he port and. Traﬂlng Clty of Hamburg, whlch prldes._'
7 1tsel£ on carlng for handloapped cltlzens has the~b1ggest’v.
e libraryxfor‘the bllnd«;n the federal Republlc of Germany.'

oA .; e

. ! Thslebrary has a permanené stock oT 65,000 ‘books
"in Brallles and 4060 bllna péople are reglstered as Eoy )
’isdbscrlbers.‘ &gst year some. 60, OOO voluraswere lent to .

-, N

s

people all over the wor‘&, ‘and there is a permanent ‘1list of

’"readersu in such east “uroPean countrles as’ Poland, hungary,

.

B Rumanla and Yugaslavxa. v ——

©



‘ In addition the North German Audic Library for -the
blind have possessed 2;650 titles, two thirds on tapes and
the rest in cassette form. Since the tapes are available
in several copies, biind subscribers have about 50,000 " °
tapes and 25,000 cassettes to'call on. ‘Cassettes are eagier

to handle and more practlcal for elderly.

The North German Audic Library is financed by
Hamburg, Bremen, Lower Saxony and Schleswis -~ Holstein
Federal States. ) A

The p01nt of empha51s of the material is literature
and work in.low German and- cassetues are being 1ncreaslngly
used to inform and educate citizen who live in a world of
permanent darkness. There are other libraries of this kin&
'in West Germany, but all of them are much smaller than the

-

Hamburg organlsake,”o

The Braille works cover every sector 1maglnable -
Poetry, classical dramas, h1°tory, travel books, medxcxne,
nuclear Phy51cs, ccvkery, ‘children's and youth books. ‘Td_‘
round off the programme, two popular news magaZLne provide

5000 edltlons of their articles every fortnlght.i

{vsun" )

SEMINAR QN_BOOK PRODUCTION

_ A seminar on boaok productlon in Asie, organlzed
by the Asian cultural centre for Unesco w1th A551stance
from UNESCO and in. cooperatlon w1th the Japanese Natlonal '
Commission for UNESCO and the Japan book publisher Assoclas
tlon, successfully completed its one moanth tra:nlng probramme'
;on 28th Octobver 1977. . A

[

10.



. .
[

This course was declded to be a general courao.
‘aimed, tralnlng those who are engaged in the editions of:
educational books and chlldren's books.‘ 21 partlclpants
. from the 14 Asian cotantries attended the seminar.most of '
the partlclpants held leadlng positions- ln the edthrial
' aspect of publishing, ‘half of these engaged in the prxvate
sector of children's book publlcatlon and the other half
~ concerned thh,publxshlng text books in the publlc saetor.

4
In the course following two 901nts were taken into
consxderatlon 1n.draw1ng the currzculam.

e

' 1, The partlclpants should. become aware of, through
“the course, what they want or need to study and what ~can be
'\utlllzed for their future workc

v '

N

‘ 2. ‘The 1ecturers should grasp the nature of the ;
‘problems Ehe partlclpnnns aru confronted within their work,
and the lecturers should concentrate on those matters )

:vrelevant to publlshlng educatlonal books and chlldren's books.

.

(Newsletter -111 1977) -

EXPERT‘MEETING FOR AUDIO-VISUAL

MATER;AL N nSIA BN 11_“,,”

-

:}”‘ o The export meetlng for co-productlon of cultunal/
Edueational Audlo-v1sual materlal in as;a was held from ©
23rd o 27th August 1977 in ‘Tokyo. The main purpose . of - ’xf-T ~

s meetlng was +o lnvestzgate pose1b111t1es of expanding

'*’fhe regxonal 301nt programmes through avazlable Audloqvisual

devlces could be used aa additlonal toole to_

»Jr'.

ensure greater partmclpants of the publlc at 1arge, so as to
iT\"’ihmeet tne needs of Asig today and .to further serve books and o
‘ culturai develoPment.‘ The biggest and’ most. dlft;cult problems ‘ o
1'iwas an absolute shor*a“0 of '"“‘x"rOD Wsye01ally sophlstlcated ""f:
N dev;ces sudh as 16 ma £ilm proaectors and VTR/VCR appeared
to ‘be beyond reach at this moment. It was strongly felt by

:; experts that 1n the long term the selection of the audxo-

- visual medla should be Fased on 1ts w1dest posszble ut;lzza— - 7

-

t;on.ln the reglon. . E
I dem e e (Newslet¢er - iii 1927)
' ‘”@mhi S S : o - o - ’
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. PUBLICATIONS OF THE
CEYLON NATTIONAL LIBRARY SERVIOES BOARD:

IFLA .- PO \

. STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES

SRI LANKA EDITION

" .PRICE Rs. Uu/=

' SRT LANKA NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

Annual Subscription :

Local Rs.45. (including Postage).
Foreign 5 -Sterling (including Postage)

LIBR4ARY NEWS - in Sinhala, Tamil & English
(Quarterly Bulletin) =~ = Free

Catalogue of Postgraduate Dissertations

in the Libraries of Sri Lanka

Comp. by N. Amarasinghe (Unpriced)-

Inquiries,Money Orders & Cheques should be
addressed to : ‘ '

Director, Ceylen National Library Services Board

74, Davidson Road, Colombo Ok, Tel: 82243

-
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