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THE CHALLENGES FACING
LIBRARIANS IN THE
PRESERVATION OF
LIBRARY MATERIALS AND

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
Dr. K. D. G. Wimalaratne

Retd. Director,
Department of National Archives

he librarians are facing many challenges in their libraties in order to preserve

the library materials under their care. The main task of a librarian is to preserve
in optimum conditions. The various types of information contents therein in a
most efficient way. In one sense, they are information handlers, catering for a large
number of clients who are expecting information, Viz; The public or the readers.

The problems they face are complex, as library materials are varied, from
paper as well as Audio-Visual and Electronic, created in millions. Many librarians
are trained to preserve paper based library materials, but tackling the new media
becomes more problematic. In some libraries, still the paper based matetials, such

as books, Journals, Maps, Plans and the like are deteriorating due to the inability of
the librarians to take care of them.

The recent research in the field of taking care of the various library materials
have shown differences of the terms used by the librarians, specially, “Preservation”
“Conservation” and “Restoration”. Many librarians use the terms “Preservation”
and “Conservation” interchangeably thinking they are more or less the same. We
will now examine the intricate differences in the above mentioned terminology.
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What is preservation?

Passive protection of library materials, in which no physical or chemical
treatment to the time occurs. This would mean as the totality of processes and
operations involved in the protection of records against damage or deterioration.

What is Conservation?

It is defined as intrusive protection of library materials by the minimal
physical and chemical treatment necessary to resist further detetioration which will
not adversely affect the intergrity of the original.

What is Restoration?

The Restoration of library materials when preservation and conservation
has failed is defined as repair of library materials when they are threatened with
destruction and breaking down the appearance of its originality. Restoration is
to bring back the originality and integrity of the material, prolonging its life for a
further period of time.

Preservation Activities

The famous saying in the medical field, “prevention is better than cure”
could be aptly applied to the library field is rather neglected by many librarians in
Sti Lanka. Due to this neglect, where preservation activities cost minimum of theit
annual budget, they go in for costly conservation and restoration programmeis.

If we look at the proper preservation programme, security of the library
building, maintaining ideal temperatures and humidities approptiate for the
deposited materials, racking made of alumetal material, efficient daily vigilance for
hazards, viz, insects, dust, readers, acidity etc. to name a few. The construction of
library buildings near a arriver, sea earth quakes, vehicular traffic moving areas
should be avoided. The above natural disasters cannot be prevented in many
instances. The materials and equipment used in a library should be good quality,
selected by qualified professionals. The damages caused by photocopying to be
discontinued, and instead scanning equipment to be used to serve the needs of the
readers and preservation purposes of the paper based materials.

A better insulation of electrical wiring and covering the heat of the bulbs by
filtration would avoid force hazards, If occur, have no restoration techniques for
charred books and documents, and even audio-visual and electronic material.
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Why conservation ?

If a library is going in for a costly conservation programme, it reflects
the failure of the preservation programme and involves professionally qualified
manpower in order to achieve its goals.

When undertaking a conservation programme, a librarian will have to
undertake the operation of deacidification for acidity in paper and mould or
mildew. How many librarians would know the modern techniques of fumigation for
insects? As there 1s no chemical to spray directly on the books infested with insects,
fumigation by using techniques such as nitrogen or deep freezing of paper material
to be used. The use of “phostoﬁcin” tablets or “ Red Earth” an aqua fumigant
in a vacuum chamber is yet to be realized by many librarians. How many would
know to practice the “bag fumigation” using local insecticides, such as citronella or
cinnaman o1l and also household insecticides.

Librarians use and practice the traditional deacidification chemical, viz, calcium
hydroxide and secondly calcium bicarbonate. This is a dilatory and a cumbersome
method, which needs wetting the paper based material in the above solution and
drying thereafter. A book has to be stripped of its pages for the bath, documents
or books with running ink face danger, in the solution, The use of Dr. R.D. Smiths
“methyl magnesium carbonate (M.M.C), evaporating deacidification solution is yet
to be realized in the libraries of Sri Lanka. The use of powerful insecticides, such
as “ARS-MITE” up “Bathion” powder “Admiral SL 200” or “ Solfac wp 10% for
termites, ultrasonic insect repellent devices are to be encouraged among librarians.
The environmental factors, such as temperature, humidity have to be controlled
by air-conditioning and dehumidifiers. How many libraries use air-conditioning at
least exhaust fans?

To battle the fire hazards have to be faced with using not only fire and smoke
detector, but also fire extinguishers simultaneously. The library has to be equipped
with water-based, from based and more important “Nitrogen gas” which 1s very
etfective in fighting a fire. The dependence on other fire fighting institutions has to
be minimized, as they arrive at the scene rather late when fire occurs. The library
staff has to be trained in fire fighting. How many libraries have planned disaster
planning programmes and practice them on and off ?

The water hazard may threaten the library materials by way of water used in
the extinguishing a fire in a library or Tsunami disaster during recent times. Specially
the libraries in the coastal areas should be trained to face a Tsunami. The new system
of “sublimation” using deep-freezing and drying technique developed by Peter
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Waters to be familiarized among the librarians and the necessary costly equipment
to be either imported by the state or made to specifications in this country. One or
two mobile units to perform the sublimation technique is necessary with trained
personnel either attached to the National Archives or the National Library.

Digitization for either preservation or conservation is a sine qua non in the
National Archives, National Library and other Municipal Council Libraries. This
programme to be done by experts in the IT field where legal aspect of digitization
to be carefully looked into by the professionals.

Is repair or restoration is necessary ?

The restoration is necessary when the librarian neglects his primary duty of
preservation or conservation. The darker side of the librarians neglect of duty 1s
the reflection of restoration. This is a costly, time consuming effort. The necessary
experts are rare in the country. Restoration results in loosing the originality of
the original. The traditonal tissue repair using lens Tissue is the best practice.
Encapsulation using chemicals and embossing with hand made paper are other
types of repair. “Lamination” specially heat — lamination is not recommended for
library materials, As this technique will exclude the possibility of “re-repair” if
necessary. “Solvent — Lamination” developed in the Indian National Archives by
laying the Tissue on the brittle documents after deacidification using “Acetone’ is
recommended, As this would give the restorer a change for re-fepair of the paper
document.

Audio-Visual and Electronic Library material

Although paper is the main constituent in library materials even in the future,
Audio — visual and electronic documents are being created in millions all over the
world. Sri Lanka is no exception. The Audio-Visual material such as microforms,
cine films, slides, video, cassettes, magnetic tapes, phonogrammes are difficult
and costly to conserve and repair. As such, for these materials, temperature and
humidity to be strictly controlled according to specifications. They could be
cleaned for dust and also using ultrasonic devices. The only advantage in these
materials is the availability of transferring machines to computer media, such as
“DVD”. The microfilms could be transferred to “CD” by using A “Computer out
put microfilming device viz, (C.O.M.)

The advantage of electronic materials such as CD-ROMs, DVD and the
like could be easily migrated to new media before they are seriously damaged or
become obsolescent. The use of standard, quality electronic media for migration is
recommended, without using low quality media in the market.
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FOR FURTHER READING

O. P. Agrawal (ed) Conservation of Cultural Property
Agrawal, O.P (ed) Conservation of Manuscripts and Documents

Davies, John A Study of the Basic Standards and Methods is preservation and o
Restoration Workshops applicable to Developing Countries

Lewis, Jonathna — Rhys Conservation and Preservation Activities in Archives
and Libraries in Developing Countries (2000)

Mc Cleary, J. M. Vacuum Freeze Drying — UNESCO (1987)

Minogue, A. E. The repair and Preservation of Records

Morrow, Carolyn Clark The preservation Challenge

Vinas, Vicente The Preservation and Restoration of Paper Records and Books
Waters, Peter Salvage of Water Damaged Library Materials

Cook, Micheal, Preserving Records, T.C.A. and LR.M.T. (1999)
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Postgraduate Institute of Medicine
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TASl6N(HID  HEHEU6L 04855551(860 LOTHBPRIGETUD LU SiN56SHenenmud
LD@{@[B@] OETeTeusBE TN 0SH(PSHBWILTOIHTGH0. @ FUPHHI 6
CaMUTaISHMmS BEFFBHS (pewmulsd meusHHHUUSBEG euTdliiy GufigHId
o_SHe|FAIBEH. ULCam Hieom FMiheH Sidlenaull OUBBIS OHTETEUHBELD
o o SUlelmeHs BBID GrFemen GuTey LD Hellendemen  GuBa|LD
aurdlly  0s  GeIMWeWTHHTGID. S6TnBUl 2 _60HITEIH  SiNjlene
SIQULIHL WTHS OBTEmIL &l Fepd GUTHEMTSHTY WmpId Helpuy GumTes
FHOMHEGD MBI 66D FTHEID (LPSHSHUILDTENHTGLD.

SUmSHHWDLHEH  aumd  BThHHedlsd  eurdllienu  2m&bGellbGw
(P&TE  uevbam Sl L migeT (peaiibleBaaliL_(hetene. surdllL 6l6ienILD
Ursren el wdbdaisTCon ommw Gomfissmensenmen CuEs CFalo®Bsaed
61(p&IHeL Guretimen LilsdisolliL ememibgl6iTemenr. Hmswiowimes eurFUyILIPE LD
2 66N QHEUMBHEG 6I(DSHHHHMMD CUFHHHMEMID IO & 6318560 ML
B (HeNJHM6NT FHBOLIL 61(PHID Hevtenio CuTeiimen sToTHG6 subH CaJalamen.
@bBlemevenl o meuThGHausnE Uememendeflss ooy euwgel®HeSH
CuBCmTysEbD PFFWTsEHD BHmen smsEGelss GouewiBLd.

34



aTHlHH0 @M  Fpd  OHTLIUTLEL  OFWeuT@ID.  [BIT6VSE6IT
616001 6001 b &b (Th &b BEMEULILD LiswTLIML_ (Bl Gupiglenwiu|id ufliompilds Gisbmeiten @ _sHa)id
Q@ 2M_SHOTGWL. HeOTEFTT GumIoglenuwl &Ll GupULsNeNSWLD SieuBens
SUPMIGEUHSHUID BIEVS6I6NT epsold Glauiw (puid. emeuflel surdllitlsd Usv
CeueMymESTTNIH6T HTHEHHMSH JHUBHHIBOME. UTFHIHMT  FPSH |
OBOID BTN UTPHMBHHIID H6eval UL LD, FUPSHTWHSHN OlFwWBUTHS6N
LBOID  GTHTFUTTULSS6T 610U HTHHHMS GJBLUBSHHE Galgul  (LPSHESIU
ST B6T G ACHOUTEL HmIeLHM6NI GILIBINSHIEL 2_61T6N 64F & H(ETHEHEH D
arflip@e GewLuied 2 eitemn  GHTLIUD OeuellLenL wmenST@GD. @
BrLgsst  Silelmebd)  CFwBurhseiso oipfley W (PSHBHWILDTEIHTGLD.
SlelmHa GFwBuThoeien Curg o LEWTSEHHBE bBHHISHEGETTEMILGLD
afeuterrg  UsLBeum  HlemEefled  UFhH  STEILILGEBH.  Sinfleneul
CuBDIS OCBTETEHD UPHETTS HITLVEHMT TG (PHBW G SHmSHLI
QUBIBBH. ULCaID HIOBEFTTHS DiPlened GUTL  FePBHH SiMflensull
Lo IL(hHHIUSBGHD aUTlHHe0 1016 (PoHBWLIDTOIHTESLD.

Aeomienauied @suell Wb FoubSOTE SigHsle CUFILIGAB CUTHID

Comesmeieniul L usbGaum Uia)meiey woBenmuwl BrhaeEnL el UG
- Gurgl erdlyll upssh WD Gamparsta &TaluGEBE. gL
LIp&sLD Gemmeuenl_auGs Qmfliniley @emmeusnL eubi@ L STem SIFeniuT@LD.
Grsement lHHH BT GHMBEUHL H6L OFalloBHGD HETEHID G MBEUHL H6V
fmhed HboHemensst Geiieno FmbheH UTPSMBHGFIW  LIPHH6ULSHHMISHENT
@eiemip Felpall GUmILHHemen WwHwimend fl(pBlLImissT FJEmevged Gumes
LIVRIBMIGEGD euTdllIl] UIPHHID E606VTENID  HTJ6ILOTHMHI.

SN eurdlly mILURIGEsT WEBHD aTHSGD Hmmed ASHBHHELI
CUTEULEVEMED.  GplPeVl6DL HIML BHHIIQUI  UTHIIL FTHETRIGEN6N  6T6)6EUTH
LWeTUBSHS Couswi(BD 6T60mI OTEmIeNTH6T SIBOBIHSL LBHeUSHIL 601 eumdliL|
UBMIul HTERI(HHVBMENUID DiUTHEHEHE ieMbs Couemi(Bd. Eeiouenauley
uTEILT6L G bHSH UTeUHMS JHUBHS LOTEmIaUTHMeN FUPSHTUISHHL FBbHe
Hyenmast HHGHUIBE FUpHHIH6 FapidenTaHul  eif UTLFTeNe0 BT
SUBMIGET SITFFTTUMBM B MICUTRIGST 6T6iten eurdiiy ummiw el ewiiysney
gBuUbHS CeuemiBLD.

oibdemen  ibHHID  OBTwILTeL  LleTemendeiHaHled  sumdlliiled
pUUSMS GBUBSHIHD (LPHEUTOIH  DiGHSHEMOTE a6 &l 6imen.
CuBCBIIHET  GUREMSHEHHE AU LPSESEHMS SHTaHoHBESIIL
QM Gy il 1960 gBUBHHE OBTHEHD Ceuemihd. AHHHIL 6 CuBOBTT -
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Hog @ule] Crrmsefsd EIeLEMmeT THEGWL Heen  Glamemig L6
a5 Wetemenasell 565 HTomsCeon  aurdld@lo  allGlUUSHmS  GBUBHHID.
6hH 6i{HE6MeL HlewmW HTELHEHD UTHLIL FTHOIMIBEHD 2 6iTenenGeouT
SeuaTmrer  GHEBLURSMeI®mHhe  UmLD  L6Temenssl  UTL FTen60H6N60
FaBHHeOTe  HWeMHUIS BT (HOUTTHENTS 26166  6laiiliend  surdliy
OaTLIUTE QFWIWIUL L SUISSH6T &L 19SHSTL (Ha6Tme.

GLHDHBEHHEH HUTHEHSGHFW FN SmBHU LHHBMIHMEN 2 _JHSHI
aTFHHd STL(HH60, HIsudelevsten FHHTmbent ubmlul ellendbamigel
FaMIg60, LBmID eibhHelsd @ SmBUIEL QM LGH MW HIT6L&6T uTALILSBE
gmm  (Wemmulled mIBMWHH (MINI reading corner), UlsiTensnaeEnda
DBl HIVEMeT  aThigld  GarThHame0  (Flood with reading materials)
Cursiimeummlen epsv(LpLd UTFHGID PTUHMS JBUBHS (LPIQU|D. DiHEBEVI6TTEN
BTEVERISEHHG LlsTenseemen mPHHIF OlFeoap Gurgd SmSHHEGLD
G0 SNTHEHHEG UTHHGD UJouHms JUUBHSHID. WBBID UBHS BsT
Cureiipeummled Uf&LOUTHL BeNTE  SiauTHeiT el SHlewmulleomen  HIT-
OBEMEN QTGS CBTHHHD BTV HIBTL FBEHHEG AMPHHIF 6Fe0606D
erediLisne)D euTHLLN0 SYFeuHmSH gBUBHHID. @evewiLei CuTsE GLosnev
BTH&H6MED GLHeNSHH6T LIBbHEH eTUSHTougl LTHHHC0CW eumyhHHled Gyewi(h
LO6TIIHAHWTEOMIBET  SIHABIGV6ITEN  BIVBMEIBEHDEH AHDIPHBLILBH DTS
SMG &MS OFTeovd CHIHme @UmEmWHSH LlsTnensdsnen Hil-
VEMHIBEHEE IHUSHBSHTR  aBLUSMS BUBSHIHIHMTTHET. ReeuTmmen
QFwpuTheeT  Usenensefl 565 HIVBRBEHEG 6ClFeOID D MFNU
IBUBSSIUBIL 65 UTFILLL LPSBSMBUID gBUBSS elGSBEI.

~ SIhHGHI UTL FTenevdH61T  LomemieTabere euTdliSHaHmener HSIFIILGHI60
s (WpeHw GLib QupBaiper. GUluuTe SJbull UTLFTenessT S ILbm
Galgll DIHHMB ST_(Beugd! FBULTET @ FUPSTLHMS 2_HAUTEHESNSBEG
afla@ds@. usv urLgremevdeilsy oy Wiflellesr  LlsTenenaemdsd,
BT6VEHM6N  UTFULSB@E  QUPRISULLIYHESEGL — FhHIULMISET  eUFHEH6IT
Wss@mme)Y s161Cm Fam Conewi(hid. <yyipull Lifleler Leitensnaen surdLSBE
SJeUD ST (HeUHe0emey 6IIBID SHMET EEV6N60 6TEIIMILD  6TERTINID  6T6831600TLD
Qened smreflwurgb. @mulaind Fm Merensnaeflen eurdllily SiJeudhens
aBHs OFlag FBHIHOHTH THTHT0 FhHHUleTeny S 19eWpULISBEG
QLUUBD SlgSHSHenid sr'aéruemg; BT Hlewens) FnJ Geuswi(hLd.

Lev GUFlus LML FTeneVH6ITe0 dnl G6TTENI(LPLD HITVSHIGEIT LML SidHmB
STLLOULTEMW  0&ayd  aIhSHSHIHBSAWSTGW. WSHEUFW &L LL M6
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BTOVBMIGET  QBHBSHID LD  UTLFTeNeuEHelle0  LOTemIaNTHEheHE — HiT-60&6LWD
ORI 2 _6Tengl e16aiml OHFluITgd HlenevsHID 2 _6T6NIg.  DIETIMDSHBTEVIOTH
UTL &Ten6udmerllsd yFfl BIevsTaH6T Blllesiul (h HIFeUERST bHl(HeousHs
STOUSSHIETOTDOW D SHeTdalh. PFFW BIVSTHEHESTN LsOGUM UL
LUIBALUL L eomaeiT  Hevall  SiMWFHID CHFw  HTLVSD WLOBWID WD
@ ML Gureiim opFsTIUBm  BHineuahisaiemed BrLenTellw  FHuled
BLISHUULG  eumalsimen. @UuuiBdlesmst QumId pdflul BI6VS]TH6I
UTLFTen60  HIVSMISN6N  Fmlwienelleoraid (ORmISmSHEH UTIHHD @
UL CeuemeiTal®)  OTEMIGUTHEN6T  HIVSHHBE UFauenIpHD  Couemi(hib.
@sH@EILe aurdllifled Llsienendend@ pyaucpl (o  euflupenmeenst el
wenB SB(PSHILGHHISHTEO THEHTD BredB@&flu STy wBmib eurdiy
Sijald ealmbAUmLWTEH. ReHBETE  CHTLIFAwrer usv  QFwBLTHS6N
GomGismeeniiLL. Geuewi(HD. LOTEMIENTHEHHE suTHlL Lpdsd upn sBUlliug
OFTLuTe FBhd (Wenpuled S LG SeBE&Iw aurdliy FTHamigsenen
STy  Gslg wremafseEndd amgFludsd o sien  UFFFameisemen
QRIEEIH JASBGHFW  SHTeydemenujld Remisenih P Fwmd  eurdliiiso
(et fwnsg  ellenmiGealsHs cpsvld omemsuflentGwl surdlliy LPSESSHMS
gBUBHHLTD. @suelwibHHed Glorhlesnen SBUIGGHWD PFPWTH6T  gnlgul
HOUEHLD 61(hHHL WIGHHSH LUIEDETHHHLD.

oHHeMenL_Cul aurdllieny 2ms@Gallludsd @M FAPSHHHED [HTEOBHRIG6IT
(PEHW QL HMBLI GBS, DiTIMOSHBTE0NE HUF BTheerlled o _eien
HTeUEHmIG6Ms0 Lisv QFWMBMIL L b6 riolllebsliul Hetener. SHaHI L b6l
eweiim) (bW LfleysenmaliNfléaiiun (Hesmer. '
1. pIe &Mihs BepsdsallLb.(Book Based programming)

2. [BIevEmeT QUTHIDSS6T UTeuenasd Ostemihsugsd (Bringing book to
the public)

3. amdllumg oas@GalliugBasTes UHU OSTHORIUD FTibhs (PN

@bd BIVFTIHS HEPFASALSHHO BHrevsmdbelsd UG
QFWBMILLMS6T HemL (WpenBULBSHSLILIL BeiTemen.

1. prevemsefllsy Brevssflss (pap eflurd wWBBID BIEO RFFUL] Hemevli
seiLemey LBMlw (P eluFSHmeUD auTFsTHsT LHeTaurs Sinfludbgalgul
ABHHHL EM6)HIH60L.

2. eurdluy FlepFdlemet gIomiGUBHSHSH6V.
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3. aurdlly (PSTOSHMET SiHDHEH DM@ HI6LSHT FTJbhd allgbuimiiuLé
ST FHeM6NU|D HEmT6N HIBIPEFFHENGMUID  SULPMHIG FH6D

4. eurdlly  Cumisemen  BLIHHIHE0  BHIOSHMETUUBMSE — HMBHHIH60.
(Book talk) @WhmsdsEnd@ BHILHMT 2 _JTHEH ITFHSHIG &I (HLD
GW PHanFdamea QUWRGLBSHHL &HmH 6lFTeoad ChImisme
RUEBIGUBHSHSHL GUTEIBENS BHI6L FTbHSH SHIL_LMISHEMTELD.

b BIT60EMIBETHE G & 606V HE)T H(ETHLD TV umsiw
SiflallsbeoTHoUTHEHEGHD  aurdlluy  ummlil  SmHbHSHemIenel  HTewHaubsH
@rewiLTeudl S L oTHW GUTHIDSS6T UTeUNeTHE HIT6LHMeN OlHT6uHeal] 60
OINTLISTGHD. SFH60 HTEL HEWIHTL_FBEmeT  MEUHH  DHBMEN  SIeMIPLILIG]
Frmilw L EEsefed euTdHGD G (PHEHMN AMDHHN UbIflendseiepid
OpTemsubssT. & eurllenimed  Cumei o Smiseflend  eurdliy  umsiw
alPllyswiTenel gBUbHH CUTETIBEME SIL HIGLD.

SIIMIDESTEVTS  CHTINVEHI L (peTCaBmid  &TTemiond  eBuL_(h
QD HB6UL  OUMmBSHHL aurdliflesr CoHemeu Grigriundl 2_siTeng.
AbBlameouilsd SimeIGwsHeTaIBEBLD SINbE CETsien Caueuge HiHBG&BU
allenyhbgl OF6v60 Couewigul &L LTWSHBE SeTeniiul BenGenmd. Ssueummren
BHleweoulled RHBE&H W HBHaUeL GIHTINORHIL LI APeORIBETTEHIL Hemrel, @eiFGIbHL
@eusFTelisy mIev&en GumemeuBlesr LWsTUTHID eurdly UIPHBHIHBE
@iy Cameusnw gBUBHSWsTensr. BHCal cpsimraug OFwBUTL TaW
unTdlliuens 2a&b@GallusBETeN ClFWBUTLTELD.

BevmienauTev oTemieTHeMemL B Geomba e eurdliy
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DEVELOPING LIFETIME
READING HABITS IN
SRI LANKAN CONTEXT

H. M. Guneratne Banda

Former Asst. Director General, -NIE

Abstract

In this paper, the author has discussed the various methods and benefits in
improving the lifetime reading habits. Reading habit is an essential and important
aspect for creating the literate society in this world. It shapes the personality of an
individual and it helps them to develop the proper thinking methods and creating
new ideas. At present, due to the influence of the Mass media, people could not
show much interest in reading. Therefore there is the urgent need to develop the

reading habit among the individuals in the society.

Background

Another Literary Month has just dawned. This is the month of the year that
we encourage to read, discover new books and authors and rekindle our love for
the written word. It is also the month in which the Colombo International Book

Fair is held at the BMICH. This event has consistently attracted millions of book
lovers for the past decade.
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It is with the objective of focusing on issues related to illiteracy around
the world that the United Nation’s, (UN) International Literacy Day is observed
annually on September 8 with the assistance of member states.

For the past fifty years or more, research has probed the development of
lifetime reading habits and professional journals have published hundreds if not
thousands of articles addressing them.

The National Library and Documentation Services Board, Sti Lanka initiated
a number of projects and activities at provincial and national level during the past

decade with the participation of relevant stakeholders.

St1 Lanka has a very literate population and the national literacy rate is neatly
96%. This is a tremendous achievement when compared with the status of other
countries in South Asia. Sti Lanka has a school going population of nearly 4.3%
million. But our reading habits have declined in the past two decades and there is a
decline in the reading habits among school children. This is due to two factors: one
being the highly competitive examinations and structured material related to the
syllabi. Next impediment to the growth of a reading is the tuition industry related
publications which are available in plenty. Language deficiency is also one of the
important barriers.

Definitions

In “reading habit” we get two words “reading and habit”. Reading is an action
of a person who reads and habit is a product of this action or learning. Like all
other habits, the habit of reading in an individual develops during the course of
time. Smith and Rodinson defined reading as “an active attempt” on the part of
reader to understand a writer’s message. Devarajan defines reading as an “art of
interpreting printed and written words”.

Abraham Lincoln said “The things I want to know are in books. My friend is
the man who will get a book for read”. Francis Bacon rightly said, “reading makes
a fullman” . Confucius mentioned that “No mater how busy you may think you are,
you mast find time for reading.

Benefits of Reading

Reading habit benefits our life in many ways. The regular reading habits
benefit us in several ways like such habit strengthen us mentally, spiritually and
socially.
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Regular reading habit enhances our vocabulary. While reading we go through
different words. Some of them are many time new to us. Thus, by getting familiar
with' more and more words help increasing our knowledge and make as more self-
assured.

Our habit of reading relieves us from stress and in addition it also makes
us feel fresh. It works as a relieving pill for our tired mind. There is no better
opportunity for learning than through reading. Almost every human being has
gained most of the knowledge through reading. Routine reading expands our
mind tremendously. A great benefit of reading is that the came to know about the
history of the great people who had lived before our birth. Research studies have
found that analytical thinking is boosted by reading. Readers improve their general
knowledge and able to find answerer very easily. Reading has helped to.improve
our memory and writing skills.

Education System in Sri Lanka

We still have a pretty teacher and teaching centric education system from
primary to university education that relies on spoon - feeding. The world today
has moved away from the teacher centric teaching where teacher talks and student
listens. It does not create a learning need in a student. It does not make the student
inquisitive. It does not provide inspiration but just guide them to take down
whatever the notes that are given and memories that for later.

If the education system is more collaborative and engaging with the student,
the student would encouraged to research, read and think on their own. It will be
more assignment driven, project based and interactive.

The Government of Sri Lanka is very much concerned about the knowledge
society and knowledge economy. To achieve the target of reading habit it should
be cultivated form childhood and it is important to adopt this habit throughout
one’s life.

Role of Libraries

A well equipped library is a treasure of knowledge. Although at present the
students are exposed to modern communication methods and technologies, they
should not give up the habit of reading. Even with the presence of Internet and
other facilities, the value and the need of books, newspapers and magazines remain
unchanged. '

In recognition of the pivotal role that reading plays in society, the National
Library and Documentation Services Board together with the Ministry of Cultural
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Affairs declared the month of October as the reading month since 2004. One of
the significant aspects of the “Reading Month” is the presentation of National
Awards for institutions and organizations contributed to promoting reading and
development of library services in Sti Lanka. The National Library of Sri Lanka
takes on the responsibility of initiating this by producing posters annually and
having a number of activities for the month of October. The National Library must
be able to get the support from other Govt.Organizations, private and NGOS to
join in organizing activities to enhance the effectiveness of having a reading month
on a national scale.

Impact of E-Books Vs Printed Books

Some raise doubts as to whether books will survive the digital age. Despite
the existence of MP3, CDs and event other materials still survive likewise, physical
book will co-exist side by side with there e-books counterparts for a long time to
come. As one author said, one can go to bed with a good book but one dose not
go to bed with a good computer.

The following tips will be very useful to cultivate lifetime reading habit:

* Always carry a book

* Reduce television/Internet watching time

* Make a list of all the great books you want to read
* Go to Libraries, Bookshops and Exhibitions

* Make it pleasurable

* Have a reading hour or reading day

* Discuss with friends the experiences gained from good books
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Northern Province

Jaffna District

46 Analaithivu public library Kayts PS.

47 Navatkuli public library - Chavakachcheri P.S.

48 Sarasalai public library Chavakachcheri PS.

49 Kaithady public library | Chavakachcheri PS.

50 Jaffna public library Jatfna urban council

51 Kondavil public library Nallur PS.

52 Chavakachcheri Public Library Chavakachcheri Urban Council
53 Mirusuvil Public Library Chavakachcheri PS.

Mullativue District

54 Oddusuddan public library Puthukuduiruppu Pradeshiya Sabha

Kilinochchi District

55 Kilinochchi public library Karachchi Pradeshiya Sabha
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Mannar District

Mannar Public Library Mannar Urban council
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Murugan public library Nanattan Pradeshiya Sabha

Batticaloa District

FEachchantheevu Public Library Manmunai West P.S
Kattankudi Public Library Kattankudi U.C.

Chenkalady Public Library Eravurpattu PS.

Batticaloa Public Library Batticaloa Municipal Council
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Northern Province

Jaffna District

18 St.John’s College Jatfna

Eastern Province

Trincomalee District

19 T/Sampalthivu TM.V. Trincomalee
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