MARCH 1, 2023

= WEDNESDAY

VOL: 24/227
RS. 70.00

LATE CITY EDI

E# www tacebook.com/Dail rroronline £ rollow us on@da;i or. L 18 Follow us on@dailymirrorlk

GO
LIVIA MIAJOR
I NEW YDR%

AMERICAN-AMBA
ROBERY O'BLAK|
ARR HIS WIFE

| cOLgssus iy ¢

| MIGNONE
| MANGALA

BHZTEsVE
SHEAK PEEK

. INSIDE THE
ALACE OF ARY
OF - BUSIHESS

Adyed . '
o] textila arl"ttist
hani De Alyis

IN HONOUR OF THOSE
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES
IN THE
TSUNAMI

20231 A milestone year for the Hill Magazine as we celebrate our
20th Anniversary! Absolutely delighted that we have made it through two
Hil decades of highs and lows, since the first issue of Hill magazine was first
o o published in 2003. Not only have we survived our many challenges but
have maintained our premier position as the most sought after society
magazine in SriLankal

Humbled and very grateful for the challenge and opportunity offered to
me back in 1999 to be the Editor of the new lifestyle magazine of Wijeya
Newspapers by Sujan Wijewardene, Deputy Chairman - whose idea it
was to launch a lifestyle and society magazine.

Grateful for everyone who shared the journey; Irushi Bulathsinhala -
Associate Editor, Tina Edward Gunawardhana - our untiring Deputy
Editor, Tharaka D Muthukumara - Design Consultant par excellence
whose magic makes the pages come to life and the team for almost those
20 vears - Roomey, Harsha, Ananda, Raju, Navoda, Duminda and Manoj,
Hill Magazine, conceived to cater to a niche market hitherto untapped, was
always a cutting edge, avant-garde magazine; the first of its kind to feature
the glitterati and the literati. And even during the many dark and challenging
times,the Hill Magazine has been able to continue portraying the best that
Sri LLanka has to offer. The unprecedented success of Hill Magazine later
spawned the offshoots of Hill TV and Hill Online.

Grateful for all who shared the journey, 1o our loyal advertisers, many of
whom have been with us since 2003, and have supported us even during

SH&ZAM ALEE these hardtimes.

i J ) / N Andto our devoted readers who have remained true supporters since the
1 I 1 AA\V]: firstissue and the others who now access the digital edition from the four

‘ T N corners of the globel
EI)ITOR—IN_(JIIIEF And as | take this nostalgic trip down memory lane, | look forward with
T NTAGAZINTE renewed passion to the next chapter of Hill

It was a fortuitous meeting with a friend that paved the way for me 1o join
Hill Magazine almost 11 years ago. From being a loyal reader of Hill since
its inception to being its Deputy Editor, it has been a rollercoaster ride. Hill
has always been the zeitgeist of our times. From interviewing celebrities to those who
have made a difference in society, our aim is to shine the spotlight on inspirational
Sri Lankans or those connected to the island who can inspire our readers. Hillis my passion
and 'm one of the fortunate few to do a job | love. Thank you to my bosses, our readers,
advertisers, collaborators, friends and the team for being part of this exhilarating joumey.

TINA EDWARD GUNAWARDITANA
DEPUTY EDITOR - ! NIAGAZINE

56

Hill Magazine is a great place to work for as our bosses have placed great trust
in Tina and me. We are given the freedom to be as creative as we like. It has
been along journey and each issue we challenge ourselves to create the best
magazine and strive to be the best.

THARAKA D NIUTHUKUNARA
DESIGN CONSULTANT - 1IN NIAGAZINI:
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FINAL AGREEMENT
WITH IMF T0 BE
SIGNED IN MARCH

® Will get more assistance
from Japan, China, USA,
ADB and WB once the
final agreement is signed
'/ YOHAN PERERA
Sri Lankan government will sign the final agreement
with IMF on the latter’s bailout package for the country

this month after which assistance would come from
multinational donors and a few countries, two presidential

advisors said yesterday. SEEREST OF THESTORY.ON A2 D>

SL still considers
reorganization of LTTE
to be a top threat - US

Although there were no terrorist incidents reported
in Sri Lanka in 2021, the Sri Lankan government still
considers the reorganization of the LTTE to be a top threat,
the Department of State said in the 2021 Country Reports

onTerrorism released Monday.  FITRIET I »

Bolivian woman nabbed
with cocaine worth more
than Rs. 230mn at BIA

/1 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA AND T.K 6. KAPILA

A 26-year-old Bolivian woman was arrested yesterday
with a large stock of cocaine worth more than Rs.230
million at the Bandaranaike International Airport (BIA)
by the customs officers attached to the Narcotics Control
Unit, the Customs Deputy Director (Legal) and media

spokesman Sudatta Silva said.  FATHIETRIITTESY

TWO SHOT DEAD IN TWO
SEPARATE INCIDENTS

The body of a person who died
due to a shooting at Pinwatta
in Panadura, was found inside
a luxury vehicle

® Another resident of
Usmudullawa, Madampagama
had been shot at Ponaduwa,
Ambalangoda and died at the
Balapitiya Hospital

Two shooting incidents were reported yesterday
at separate locations in Panadura and Ambalangoda,
police said. They said the body of a person who died due
to a shooting at Pinwatta in Panadura, was found inside a
luxury vehicle last morning.

Later,the deceased was identified as a 56-year-old
businessman and resident of Kirillawala, Kadawatha. The
body was discovered in the driver’s seat of a high-end jeep.
The suspects had fled the area following the shooting.

SEE REST OF THE STORY ONAZ D>

Four suspects in kidne
racket released on bai

/! T.FAROOK THAJUDEEN

Four suspects who were in remand including two
brokers, a driver and another suspect in the kidney
transplant case were released on Rupees One
million personal bail with two sureties, by a Colombo
Magistrate yesterday.

Colombo Additional Magistrate Rajindra Jayasuriya
while releasing the four suspect on bail ordered them to
appear before the Colombo Crime Division on the first
and third Sundays of every month. She also asserted that
one of the two sureties for each suspect should be a close
relation of the suspect.Magistrate Jayasuriya also imposed a

travel ban on the four suspects.  EETRTETETIT »

Allocation of funds for LG polls

Opposition MPs call
for special resolution

'/ YOHAN PERERA

Agroup of Opposition members including Opposition
Leader Sajith Premadasa, Dullas Alahapperuma, Professer G.
L.Peiris and Dilan Perera who had met the Speaker yesterday
had proposed that Parliament should immediately allocate
funds for the local government elections through a

SPECial resolution, SEE RESTOFTHE STORY ON A2 »

£ www.facebook.com/Dailymirroronline

CEB . PETROL

TROUBLE

RITACT

APPLICABLE TO

PARLIAMENTARIANS
- COURT OF APPEAL

® Providin

the list of names of MPs who have tendered

their declaration of assets and liabilities is not
disclosing the information they have provided in the

declarations

® MPs are
persons elected
by people and
maintained b
people - Justice
Abeykoon

' LAKMAL SOORIYAGODA

n a landmark judgement pertaining to the scope of the Right to
Information Act (RTI Act), the Court of Appeal yesterday held that
provisions of the RTI Act are also applicable to the Members of
Parliament in respect of the Declaration of Assets and Liabilities Law.
The Court of Appeal held that the RTI Act should prevail over the
provisions of the Declaration of Assets and Liabilities Law, enabling people
to know the names of the Members of Parliament who have tendered their
declaration of assets and liabilities. SEEREST.OFTHE STORYONAZ D>

POWER, PETROLEUM

WATER

PORT BANK ACADEMIC SECTORS

T0 STRIKE

® Aslong as the
government does
not listen to us, we
will break the law
tomorrow

® Ablack fla? will be
hoisted in front of
every school

ORK TODAY

{17 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

A number of professional trade unions from the essential services sector,including
power, petroleum, water, ports, teachers, university lecturers,and banks,assured that
they will engage in a countrywide one-day strike today, Trade Union Alliance Convener
Ranjan Jayalal said.

He said all trade unians would stand today against the government’s decision to
collect taxes from people. Accordingly,trade unions representing the Ceylon Electricity
Board (CEB),the Ceylon Teachers'Union (CTU),postal services, the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) and the Government Medical Officers Association (GMOA) are among

the main trade union groups taking part in the strike action.  FEEIEEIIIIIESS

WB to continue supporting SI.’s
Development Reform Programme

Representatives from the World Bank stated that
the World Bank will continue to support Sri Lanka’s

development reforms programme.

They stated that the World Bank will provide
technical assistance in the drafting of laws for
development policy operations,as well as work to
provide additional guidance and support regarding the
use of international media and welfare benefits.

These views were expressed when a World Bank
delegation including the Vice President of the South
Asian Region of the World Bank, Martin Raiser, met
President Ranil Wickremesinghe at the Presidential

SEERESTOFTHE STORY O A2 D>

Secretariat yesterday.

CA quashes charges against
Ravi intwo CB bond cases

B LAKMAL SOORIAGODA

The Court of Appeal yesterday issued a writ of
certiorari quashing the charges against former Finance
Minister Ravi Karunanayake in connection with two
cases filed in Calombo High Court over Central Bank

bond issuance.

Court of Appeal two-judge-bench comprising Justices
Sobhitha Rajakaruna and Dhammika Ganepola made this
order consequent to the writ petitions filed by former
Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake challenging the

Attorney General’s decision to file indictment over Central
Bank bond issuance.

In his petition, the former Minister was challenging the
decision made by the Attorney General to indict him at
the Colombo High Court in connection with the second
Central Bank bond issue that took place in March 29 and
March 31,2016.

Karunanayake had named the Attorney General, the
Registrar of Colombo High Court, the Member of the
Commission of Inquiryand several others as respondents

in the petition. SEE REST OF THE STORY ONAZ D>

Cabinet decision to establish
‘National Contributory

Pension Fund’
e NCPF

will cover
pension costs
of employees
who will join
the public
service in
future

decided to establish a ‘National Contributory
Pension Fund’ (NCPF) to cover pension costs of
employees who will join the public service in
future, Cabinet Spokesman, Minister Dr.Bandula
Gunawardana said.

employee and 12% from the employer should
be credited to the proposed fund when a state
employee is recruited in the state service.

National Contributory
Pension Fand’ (NCPF})
B8Y% from the basic salary of the

employee and 2% from the employer
should be credited to the proposed fund.

The cabinet that met on Monday has : :

#An independent establishment governed by
the management board to manage the
proposed contributory pension fund would
be initiated

#Those recruited to
government service
after the month of
January 2016 cal
be contributed t
the proposed
national '
contributory - S s
pension scheme as per their-consent,
since the clause that they should be
subject to a pension scheme decided by
the government. COM 5

Accordingly, 8% from the basic salary of the

SEEREST OF THE STORY ON.A2 D>

E2 Follow us on @dailymirror_SL
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Hogoing power hinders

Top Team reshuffle!

There are several Top Team members
holding several subjects and there is a
move on the part of the high authorities to
distribute some of these additional subjects
among some other ambitious Diyawanna
members in the government ranks.

However, none of these Given this unpleasant
Top Team members situation, the authorities
except for one member are said to be stuck
is prepared to give up on carrying out the
any of the subjects they proposed Top Team
currently hold, they say. reshuffle!

When the authorities From among the Top
concerned insist Team members holding
that they give up the several subjects, only
additional subjects they the young Top Team
are in charge of, they member hailing from
would give the excuse the Galle area is in
that they have already readiness to part with an
appointed private staffs additional subject he is
to the Ministries in holding, they say.
question and if they give The government high-
up those subjects,these  ups are highly pleased
staffers would lose their that there is at least one
jobs! large-hearted member

This has become among a group greedy
a big issue within for power, they say.
the government,
they say, because
the Pohottuwa
Diyawanna members
have started pressing
that they be given
the portfolios they
were promised at the
outset without any
further delay!

Courtesy: G6&0cs

 Read more POLITICAL GOSSIP
In the inside news pages

SL to have nuclear power
|ant soon: Atomic
nergy Board Chairman

11/ CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

The Cabinet approved signing the international conventions relating to
generating electricity using nuclear power as it was a reliable, low-carbon base
load source of electricity to complement renewable energy sources in the future,
Sri Lanka Atomic Energy Board (SLAEB) Chairman Professor S.R. D.Rosa said.

SEEREST OF TRESTORY ONAZ D>

Govt. to gradually
increase 2oods

detamed by SI.

Customs

@ Goods worth billions of rupees have been
detained over the years for not fulfilling
clearance regulations or imported illegally

¢ SANDUN . JAYASEKERA

The government is to gradually release thousands of vehicles,machinery,
food and other goods detained by the Sri Lanka Customs worth billions of
rupees over the years for not fulfilling clearance regulations or imported
illegally, Cabinet Spokesman, Mass Media, Transport and Highways Minister Dr.
Bandula Gunawardana said yesterday. SEEREST OFTHE STORY ON A2 D>

NPP meets EC

EC agrees to set earl
date for LG polls: AK

® According to the Local Authorities
Elections Ordinance, a new date
should be fixed after 21 days of the
postponement of the election
1 AITH SIRIWARDANA
The Elections Commission agreed to announce an early date for the LG
polls at the meeting to be held on March 3,to decide a new date, NPP leader
Anura Kumara Dissanayake said yesterday.
He told reporters that the National People’s Power (NPP) yesterday had
a discussion with the Elections Commission on several matters such as

announcing an early date for the Local Government election and the issues
faced by state employees who are contesting the election and on no-pay leave.

SEEREST OF THE STORYON A2 D>
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SLT0 HAVE NUCLEAR POWER
PLANT SOON: ATOMIC
ENERGY BOARD CHAIRMAN

He told the Daily Mirror that the country is
supposed to have barge-mounted small modular
reactors (SMRs) that have a power capacity of up to
100 MW per unit.

After signing the conventions, the project is
qualified to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) as the next step.

With the use of nuclear power generators, the
country would be able to stop the use of fossil fuels.
“The government has sought to implement the
project with the Russian government.The required

technology is provided by them,and they also
agreed to take back the carbon waste. The Russian
government has the technology to reprocess the
nuclear waste; the professor said.

Afeasibility study has been conducted to identify
suitable land for establishing a nuclear power plant,
but the first priority would be given to the barge-
mounted power plant. Electricity is vital for society’s
functioning,and the steady production of nuclear
electricity will help us avoid shortages and outages.

Sri Lanka is seeking to increase and diversify
its power production capacity. The government
is looking at nuclear power as a reliable and Llow
carbon option for its energy mix as it aims to achieve
carbon neutrality in the electricity sector by 2050,

TWO SHOT DEAD
IN TWO SEPARATE
INCIDENTS

The identity of the deceased has not yet been
confirmed,and police suspect a person riding a
motorcycle might have carried out the shooting and
fled.He was shot dead while visiting his house under
construction in the Pinwatte area off Panadura,
according to police investigations.

Meanwhile,another individual on a motorcycle
was shot at Ponaduwa and admitted to the
Balapitiya hospital. The deceased was identified
as a42-year-old resident of Usmudullawa,
Madampagama. He had been shot while returning
home after dropping his wife at work and had died
while being transported to the Balapitiya Hospital.

The incident was reported to police at 9.15am
yesterday.

Dail
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RITTAC T APPLICABL L.
10 PARLIAMEN TARIANS
- COURT OF APPFAL.

The Court of Appeal two-judge-bench
comprising Justices Sampath Abayakoon
and P.Kumararatnam upheld the Right to
Information Commission’s decision that
the information requested by a journalist
regarding the names of Parliamentarians
who have tendered their assets
declarations should be released to him.

Justice Abeykoon held that providing
the list of names of the Members of
Parliament who have tendered their
declaration of assets and liabilities as
required by law is not disclosing the
information they have provided in the
declarations.

“Members of Parliament are persons
who are elected by the peaple and
maintained by the people. They are
expected to abide by the laws of the
country at all times and provide examples
for others to follow. Under the provisions
of the Declaration of Assets and
Liabilities Law,any person who comes

under the provisions of the Law, fails to
provide the relevant declaration of assets
and liabilities as required, would be
committing an offence punishable with a
fine orimprisonment of either description
or both such fine and impriscnment,
Justice Abeykoon observed.

The Court of Appeal delivered this
judgement pursuant to an application
filed by the Secretary General of
Parliament challenging the Right to
Information Commission’s decision that
the information requested by journalist
Chamara Sampath should be released
to him,

The journalist Chamara Sampath
by his letter dated 21-06-2018 had
requested the Information Officer of the
Parliament that he be provided with a
list of names of members of Parliament
who have handed over their respective
declarations of assets and liabilities in
2018.The Information Officer by his

letter dated 21-08-2018 has refused

the request on the basis that he has

to make an application in terms of the
Declaration of the Assets and Liabilities
Act of Act No.1 of 1975 to the Speaker of
Parliament, which is a separate Act that
governs the declarations of the Members
of Parliament.

The journalist being aggrieved by the
decision of the Designated Officer has
appealed to the Commission in terms of
section 32 of the RTI Act, challenging the
decision.

Mahen Gopallawa SDSG with Avanthi
Perera DSG appeared for the Secretary
General of Parliament. Counsel Thishya
Weeragoda with S.Wimalaratne
instructed by Niluka Dissanayake
appeared for the journalist. Counsel
Himali Kularatne with Jayani Ellepola
appeared for the Right to Information
Commission.

E2 Follow us on @dailymirror_SL

SL STILL CONSIDERS REORGANIZATION OF LTTE T0 BE A TOP THREAT - US

“While the rise of radicalization and
extremism are security concerns in Sri
Lanka, government security officials
concerned that the legacy of LTTE
could inspire terrorism in Sri Lanka and
throughout the diaspora internationally;
the report stated.

“LTTE’ legacy leaves some
government security officials concerned
that it could inspire terrorism in Sri
Lanka and throughout the diaspora
internationally. The government was
cooperative in engaging on counter
terrorism and attended several meetings
of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS as
observers; the State Department said.

It said Sri Lanka has continued
efforts to enhance its counterterrorism

capabilities and to improve border
security,including through engagement
with the United States and other
international partners.

However, efforts were somewhat
hampered by the COVID-19 pandemic
and a government focus on opening the
country for economic recovery.

The United States has discussed
strategies with Quad country and like-
minded partners on how to support Sri
Lanka in countering terrorism, it said.

The report further stated that The
Government of Sri Lanka continued to
use the Prevention of Terrorism Act {PTA),
enacted in 1979 as a wartime measure,
enabling the police to exercise broad
powers to search, arrest,and detain

terrorist suspects for investigation. Sri
Lanka implemented the Cyber Security
Bill and the Defense Cyber Command
Bill to strengthen cyber security against
cyber-facilitated acts of terrorism.

Meanwhile, the report also said that
the LTTE's international network of
sympathizers and financial support has
persisted.

The LTTE's financial network of
support continued after the group’s
military defeat in 2009, The LTTE -a
US.designated Foreign Terrorists
Organization that fought the government
for 26 years until its military defeat in
2009 - has employed charities as fronts to
collect and divert funds for its activities,
the report added.

FOUR SUSPECTS IN KIDNEY
RACKET RELEASED ON BAIL

The Magistrate ordered the Officers of the
Colombo Crime Division to seek the opinion
of the Attorney General on conclusion of their
investigation. During the case the State Counsel
was assisted by SI Ratnamadulla and S| Priyantha
Subasinghe of the Division. Further inquiry was
postponed for March 21.

The suspects were arrested by the Colombo
Crimes Division over an alleged racket of Kidney
transplant in a private Hospital in Borella, The
arrested suspect had promised to payRs.5
million to Rs.12 million for a Kidney.to six
people including a woman who had donated
their Kidneys between August 3 and November 3.
However the Complainants had stated that they
had not been given the money as promised.

. CLASSIFIEDS

LAND for sale, in Waragoda Estate,
Kelaniya. 10 perches with clear titles. Contact
-0713-330033 DMR065741

BORELIA GothamiRoad 5 perch flat for -
- sale. 3151aks.0705-364560- DMR65555

OBITUARIES

FERNANDEZ — CHARMAINE.
Dearly beloved wife of late Basil
Fernandez, much loved sister of
late Rangith Senavirathna, late
Lalith Senavirathna, Premani De
Silva and Dr. Sarath Senavirathna
(Australia), precious mother of
Angelo and Rozaine, loving
mother-in-law of Sean, Avory
and Ruby Fernandez, beloved
grandmother of Abhishek, Rahul,
Tanina, Tohnarsha, Tyanna and
Tyseam. Remains lie at Mahinda
Jayakody Funeral Directors
(Pvt) Ltd. The funeral service
will be held at Our Lady of
Sorrows Church, Panadura at
9 a.m. on the 1st March 2023
followed by the burial at the
Miniwanpitiya Cemetery.065807

RODRIGO — BRIAN. Beloved
husband of Malathi, beloved father
of Shanaka (Fedex, son of late
Conrad Rodrigo and of Basilika
(nee Tissera), beloved brother
of Felix, Palitha and Harendra,
brother-in-law of Rebecca, Rajine,
late Rohitha Weerasekera and of

Sonali Weerasekera. Cortege
leaves residence ‘Rose Mistika’,
40/1, Uswetikeiyawa, Kandana
at 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday 1st
March for burial at St. Mary’s
Church, Uswetikeiyawa. 065873

Power, petroleum, water, port, bank,
academic sectors to strike work today

Jayalal said all trade unions continuously
demanded the government to withdraw the
decisions that were implemented to collect
taxes.But the government did not give any
favourable responses to any of our requests.

The Trade Union Alliance threatened
the government that they would not obey
any laws imposed by the government and
said that there was no point in issuing an
emergency gazette notification stating the
services of the above sectors were essential.

As long as the government does not
listen to us, we will break the law tomorrow
and have challenged the government to
do everything possible to put an end to the
trade union action.

Meanwhile,Joseph Stalin, General
Secretary of the Ceylon Teachers’ Union,
announced that they had decided to hold
adaylong black protest in the education
sector today.He requested all teachers and
principals come to schools wearing black

bands or clothes.A black flag will be hoisted
in front of every school,demanding the
government to provide immediate solutions
to the issues in the education sector.

The CPCtrade unions announced that
they have decided to launch a work to rule
campaign today.If something happened to
the fuel distribution system in the country
today,the government should take full
responsibility.

CA

quashes charges against Ravi

in two CB bond cases

The petitioner states the report of the
Commission of Inquiry has alleged that
he chaired a meeting held at the Ministry
of Finance on March 28,2016 attended by
representatives of three State Banks and
other officials.

Karunanayake states that although he
was a Minister of Finance,neither the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka nor the State
Banks came under his purview.He said
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka was at that
time a subject gazetted under then Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and three
State Banks were gazetted as a subject
under the Ministry of State Enterprises
under Kabir Hashim.

The petitioner said he could neither give
legallybinding instructions to the three
State Banks nor provide legally binding
assurances on behalf of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka as alleged in the conclusions of
the Commission of Inquiry. Karunanayake
said the Commission of Inquiry has failed
to consider the legal position.He further
said the decision made by the Commission
of Inquirytothe effect that the Petitioner
issued “instructions”to State Banks and
“assurances” on behalf of the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka at the alleged meeting held on
March 28,2016 is an abuse of powers.

He further said the decision made by the
Attorney General to indict him or exhibit

information against him on the basis that
he issued “instructions”to State Banks and
“assurances”on behalf of the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka at the alleged meeting held
on March 28,2016 is ultra vires.

President’s Counsel Faisz Musthapha,
Razick Zarook PC, Shavindra Fernando PC,
Counsel Faisza Musthapha Markar, Zainab
Markar Hasheem,Keerthi Tillekaratne,
Riad Ameen,Zamzam Ismail and Rumesh
Perera instructed by Dilini Gamage and
Sanjeewa Kaluarachchi appeared for
former Minister Ravi Karunanayake.
Additional Solicitor General Priyantha
Nawana PCappeared for the Attorney
General.

& Follow us on@dailymirrorlk
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Wavéring between two minds!

A good-looking woman- Diyawanna

ember from Galle holding a purohita
office is said to have got disgusted with
politics now.

The lady who had to
renounce her citizenship
of an important foreign
country so that she
could continue in
politics is reportedly
telling all and sundry
that politics has become

party given the able
leadership of Number
One and however, she
has entertained the fear
of falling into a worse
position eventually as a
result of switching over
her party allegiance.

bitter to her now. Nevertheless, she
She is said to be remains bitter about
telling everyone that politics, they say.

she has no idea
of remaining in
politics any longer
and she has made
up mind to give
up all political
positions she is
holding!
Meanwhile, she
has confessed that
she has a liking
for the Green

BOLIVIAN WOMAN NABBED WITH COCAINE
WORTH MORE THAN RS. 230MN AT BIA

He stated that the 4.6 kg of cocaine
was discovered in the green channel
area of the customs arrival alley,sealed
in a cloth bag and a backpack.

The customs investigations revealed
that this was her first trip abroad,and
this was her first flight permit issued by
the Bolivian government this month.

“The woman suspect arrived in the
country from Dubai with a single bag.

The customs officers found that the
clothes, fabrics,and parts of the bag
made of cloth,including the pockets,
were soaked in cocaine liquid,and this
cocaine stock was prepared and brought
as a solution; the spokesman said. The
officers of the Customs Narcotics Control
Division said that the concentration of
cocaine in the cocaine solution that has
been brought is high.

Govt. to gradually increase
goods detained by SL Customs

It has been observed that it to the Customs Ordinance if necessary
takes a long time to complete the and make necessary recommendations
inspections, investigations and other  to setin motion a mechanism to clear
related procedures carried out by all detained goods by the Sri Lanka
the Sri Lanka Customs on the goods Customs in a speedier and legally
detained.As a result, there are many accepted procedure, Minister Dr.
economic losses including damage Gunawardana noted.
and destruction of the goods, so the Other members of the ministerial
existing procedures followed by the sub-committee are Minister of
customs concerning the said goods Plantation and Industries Dr.Ramesh
should be expedited, he stressed. Pathirana, State Minister of Finance,

Accordingly;the Cabinet gave the Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, State
green light to appoint a ministerial Minister of Investment Promotion,
committee to study the matters and Dilum Amunugama and State Minister
identify the amendments to be made of Finance,Shehan Semasinghe.

EC agrees to set earl
date lor LG polls:

“According to the Local Authorities
Elections Ordinance,a new date
should be fixed after 21 days of the
postponement of the election.We
requested the Elections Commission
to set an early date as 33 days
from the allocated 44-day election
campaign has been completed by
now. Political parties have spent
huge amounts of money on election
campaigns, he said.

Dissanayake said they brought
to the notice of the Elections

Commission, the issues faced by state
employees who are contesting the LG
polls. “The state employees who are
contesting the election are on no-pay
leave from January 21 to March 9 and
as the election is set to be postponed,
they will not get their salaries for an
extended period. We requested to
permit them to report for duty during
the period of postponement. The
Elections Commission agreed to look
into the matter, he said.

Cabinet decision to establish ‘National
Contributory Pension Fund’

“The government has suspended new
recruitments to the public service and the
newly recruited public servants will come
under the NCPF; Minister Dr. Gunawardana
told the weekly post cabinet news briefing
yesterday.

It has been recognized appropriate
to establish a fund named National

Contributory Pension Fund to ensure an
appropriate environment to spend their
pension life without being a burden to the
country as well as to provide a pension
with a certain profit for the pension

life of the state sector pensioners. An
independent establishment governed by
the management board to manage the

proposed contributory pension fund will be
initiated and a fund manager with special
skills will be appointed for management
of the funds.

The proposed national contributory
pension scheme will be applicable to
the individuals newly recruited to the
government service.

WB to continue supporting SL.’s
Development Reform Programme

The World Bank Development Policy
Operational Programme was fully
investigated and the President and World
Bank representatives commented on its
pragress.

Improving financial supervision and
credit management,improving tax
administration, sovereign-financial sector
linkages and reducing systemic risks;
maintaining stability and confidence in
the banking sector, restructuring and
divestment, reducing policy uncertainty

and increasing competitiveness in the
economy, mebilizing private capital

and competition in the broadband
market, strengthening the social security
institution, delivery system and targeting
was discussed.

World Bank’s Country Director for Sri
Lanka Faris H. Hadad-Zervos, World Bank’s
Country Manager for the Maldives and Sri
Lanka Chiyo Kanda, International Finance
Corporation (IFC) Country Manager Sri
Lanka and Maldives Alejandro Alvarez

de la Campa,Advisor of the World

Bank in Sri Lanka Husam Abudagga,
World Bank representatives, President’s
Senior Advisor on National Security

and President’s Chief of Staff Sagala
Ratnayake, President’s Secretary Saman
Ekanayake, Finance Ministry Secretary
Mahinda Siriwardena, President’s Senior
Advisor on Economic Affairs Dr.R.H.S.
Samaratunga, Central Bank Governor
Nandalal Weerasinghe and other officials
participated in the event.

FINAL AGREEMENT WITH IMF TO
BE SIGNED IN MARCH

Presidential Advisor and UNP to former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
Deputy Leader Ruwan Wijewardene who called the opposition to take over
and Presidential Advisor Sagala the government.The President was
Ratnayake said Sri Lanka will get more able to stop the queues and bring about
assistance from Japan, China, USA,Asian  stability.We call upon the youth to play
Development Bank and World Bank their role for the sake of the nation and
once the final agreement with IMF is cooperate in bringing financial stability
signed. to the nation; Sagala Ratnayake said.

“One must understand that youth has Mr.Ratnayake added that Sri Lanka
lost confidence in politicians in recent will be able to be like developed
times after the financial crisis hit the countries,where fuel prices are adjusted
nation. It was only incumbent President  daily.“Sri Lanka will be a developed
Ranil Wickremesinghe who responded nation by 2040 he said.

Opposition MPs call for special resolution

A statement from the Opposition
Leader’s office said the MPs
requested the Speaker to take this
step in relation to the request made
by Election Commission Chairman
Nimal Punchihewa from the Speaker,
to intervene in ensuring that the
local government election is held .
Arequest to this effect was made by

the polls chief in writing recently.

The MPs have also requested that
the House should be convened before
March 8,on which it was to meet
initially.

“The MPs requested that the
legislature should make sure that
people’s sovereignty is safeguarded.
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Decriminalisation is an extremely
important and long overdue step. It
will show that the law, rightfully, docs
not view same-sex relationships as an
offence; a wrong or something that
requires state interference or punishment,”
said Ambika Satkunanathan, human rights
lawyer, activist and former Commissioner of
the Human Rights Commission of St1 Lanka,

In August 2022, a Private Members’ Bill
was initiated by MP Premnath C. Dolawatte
and the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna

G

of homosexuality and the amendment of
Sections 365 and 365A of the Penal Code.

would not take action to block the Bill shortly
| after it was presented. The ruling party as well
as several other parties have since stated their
support for the Bill’s passing. The draft Bill
has been referred to the Attorney General’s
{ Department to assess its alignment with the
Sri Lankan Constitution.

Ifthe Bill passes, Sri Lanka would become
the 30th Asian country to decriminalise

would not be legalised.

The decriminalisation of same-sex
relationships would play an integral role
| in reducing discrimination against
members of the LGBTIQ (Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex, Questioning/
Queer) community, and
has been a focal aim of
activists,

“For a very long
time, we have tried
many avenues through
which to convince
{the government
to decriminalise
consenting same-sex
relationships: It’s a wait-
and-sce game because we
know what has happened in
the past. Hopefully, the people

mistakes, opened their eyes and

of hope,” shared Rosanna Flamer-Caldera,
| LGBTIQ rights activist and Founder of Equal
Ground.

THE BILL: FAR FROM PERFECT

Dolawatte’s Private Member Bill has
sparked progressive conversation within
many political parties as well as amongst the
public. However, an important detail of this
Bill is that it seeks to amend sections 365
and 365A, rather than repeal them.

The proposed amendment to section
365 retains the criminalisation of carnal
intercourse with animals. It can be noted
that this is already covered in Section 2(1)
of the Prevention of Cruelty To Animals Act.

The Bill seeks to amend section 365A to
criminalise gross acts of

(SLPP) calling for the decriminalisation

The President announced that the government -

homosexuality. Same-sex marriages, however,

become less discriminatory. There’s a lot

. concern,

community

indecency committed
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Today is Zero Discrimination Day

in certain contexts, specifically:
1. Without the consent of the other person,
2. With or without the consent of the other
person when that person is under 16
years of age,

- With the consent of the other person
while one such other person was
in lawful of unlawful detention
or where that consent has been
obtained, by use of force, or
intimidation, or threat of detention
ot by putting such other person in
fear of death or hurt, :

. With the consent of the other

person where such consent has been

obtained at a time the other person

was of unsound mind or was in a

- state of intoxication induced by
alcohol or drugs.

- This proposed amendment

carries an overlap with

sections 363 and 364 of

the Penal Code as well

as the Prevention of

Torture Act and laws

on abuse.
Satkunanathan
commented, “There
is no rationale for
not repealing sections
365 and 365A and then
amending provisions in
the laws that are criticized
for being gender specific to

in power have learned from their RosannaFlamerCaldera be gender neutral. Continued

retention of sections 365
and 365A after amendment makes
them redundant because they will

-themselves

-services, unless you don’t say you are gay

or lesbian or part of the c'ommtmity' and

are able to ‘pass’. We don’t want to ° pass :

in order to be treated as full citizens,”
shared Flamer-Caldera.

This marginalisation has resulted in
the inequitable treatment of LGBTIQ
individuals, thus limiting their access to
healtheare, justice and fair consideration
in the workplace. Children are bullied
and treated differently by teachers. Slurs

“are yelled out in public and arbitrary

arrests are made. The decriminalisation of
homosexuality does, therefore, have the
power to change how the police and various

state actors treat LGBTIQ individuals as -

well as open the door towards ach1ev1ng
positive social change.

“We are a very puritanical and
conservative society as well as a hypocritical
society. For example, people don’t want
sex-ed taught
in schools.
Teaching

A3

and safety of these individuals.
Little by little, this change is taking
place.
Flamer—Caldera stated, “Equal Ground
has done programmes in 20 out of the 25

‘districts and we have never once faced

any kind of hatred from people. They
have understood and opened their minds,

~ once they realised what the subject is and

why people are different. When people are
educated, they think in a totally different
fashion. One would think that people in
the rural areas would be more homophobic

-and uptight but they accepted us and were

able to converse with us and ask questions
to better understand what the LGBTIQ

~ community really is”

“Since 2015, we ‘have been doing
diversity and inclusion programmes in
many corporations. We’re seeing these
efforts beginning to bear fruit. Many

' corporations are supporting LGBTIQ

The decr:mmalzsatlon of
homosexuality does have
the power to change how
the police and various

State actors treat LGBTIQ

individuals as well as open

the door towards achieving

positive social change

-This is important so that they do not grow
up with sexist, misegynistic values.
It is this lack of awareness
and understanding that
creates environments
which enable violence
against women and
LGBTIQ persons”
said Satkunanathan,

She  further
commented, “We

‘have a Member
of Parliament

using abusive,
sexist language
against a woman
Parliamentarian, and
that apparently is okay
but teaching children about
their bodies and their sexuality

rights and sponsoring LGBTIQ groups as
well as joining us for Colombo Pride. The

‘culture is changing,” she added.

Satkunanathan echoed the need for

more social awareness and education,

emphasising the role of the state, political
parties and schools. “Our school curriculum
is quite sexist, there are elements in it which
are prejudicial to certain communities. It
does not contain progressive values that can
contribute towards creating an equitable
society in which there i1s social cohesion
and harmony. This needs to change,”
she said.

'WHAT NEXT?

- While decriminalising
homosexuality
would be a notable
advancement in
terms of state
recognition of the
gay and lesbian
community, it is
still a small step
in the long-drawn
road to equality.
During this interim
period before the Bill
progresses through the
awmaking levels, it is
important to question what

is not. This demal and hypocrisy AmblkaSatkunanathan else can be done to promote

is harming us”

CREATING A CULTURE OF
ACCEPTANCE

There is still a huge sﬁgma and a sense
of propagated shame surrounding the
LGBTIQ community in Sri Lanka which

has resulted in them being mistreated and -

discriminated against. Legislative change
must, therefore, be compounded with social
_change in order to advance the acceptance

equahty

“We don’t need to wait for
decriminalisation te change our textbooks,
but one of the most difficult things to do is

o change our educational curriculum. We

don’t need to wait for decriminalisation for
political parties to change their behaviour.
We don’t need to wait for decriminalisation
to create awareness or for state sector
staff, such as those in health care, to treat
LGBTIQ persons with respect and dlgmty
Satkunanathan pointed out.

sex-ed does
not corrupt.
children, it
makes them
more aware.
It makes
them safer by
giving them
the knowledge
to - protect

then cover areas that are already
dealt with by existing law”.

Flamer-Caldera expressed the same
“I don’t s¢e why they can’t
take off 365 and 365A completely and
just decriminalise the same. We don’t
know how the government is going to
tweak these laws. We’re concerned.
I’'m concerned,” she remarked.

THE CURRENT REALITY

T h e
LGBTIQ

TRANSLATION
ANY
LANGUAGE
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NOTICE

CENTRAL BANK OF SRI LANKA

MORATUWA
Sarvodaya Vishwasamadhi Theater

Tickets Available at Moratuwa Luminex Book

Tickets Now Available at The Theater

R

Renovation works of Roof of the Holiday Home at
Nuwara Eliya of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka

Tender Number

- FMD/ENG/HH/2023/01

Tender for Renovation works of Roof of the Hollday Home at

Meet our
chief doctor @ |
Stall numbers

B1, B2,

In the Medicare
_exhibition .
@ BMICH, Colomho

o 3m 4" & 5;;1,
~ of March 2023

quenthond

we fm‘i'e care

wimn the naiﬂre
fmls*' »

Wisil and availy,
@ offer for the
International |
Women's Day

Gall

Tender Description

H. Manoj Rashi Perera Nuwara Eliya of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka

FULL NAME : Mr. Hettikarannagodage Manoj Rashi Perera . B'd clasmg and | Date: 20"March2023  Time: 1430 hrs. ' .
ID NO : 803083037V upenmg _ Locatlon s Ground ﬂoor Head Ofﬁce Buﬂdmg, Central Bankof Srl Lanka, _
ADDRESS : No. 92/A, Kotuwegoda, Rajagiriya NO 30, Janadhipathr Mawatha, Calambo 01 : :
DESIGNATION : Recovery Officer

BRANCH : Head Office — Premier Branch Site visit & Date: O7m March 2023 Time: 1000 hrs.

Pre-bid meeting Location: CBSL Holiday Home, No. 19, Grand Hotel Rd, Nuwara Eliya

This is to inform the general public and our customers that,
Mr. Hettikarannagodage Manoj Rashi Perera is no more an
employee of Nation Lanka Finance PLC. Therefore, the company
will not be held responsible hereinafter for any transactions
carried out by the said person.

Management, Nation Lanka Finance PLC, # 690, Galle Road,
Colombo 03

For further information please refer hitps://www.cbsl.gov.lk/en/tenders or
contact Maintenance & Project Engineer on 0112 477 476.

Director, Facilities Management Department,

Central Bank of Sri Lanka
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WAR OR PEACE
IN UKRAINE;
'WHO GAINS.
WHO LOSES

n Tuesday February 21, at a security
conference 1 Beijing, :Qin Gang;
the Chinese Foreign Minister told .
participants, that China was concerned
the almost year-long war Russia-Ukraine conflict
wcould spill “out 6L control.” : -

: He stated Chlna was offermg a 12—pomt proposal :
to.end the fighting and added, “Chinese President
Xi Jinping had put forward proposals to case the

“gituation and de-egcalate the crisig,” '

“The Daily  Mirror however, has
ot been oprivy to these proposals
According to-the minister,: China urged:peace:talks
-to bring about a political settlement. It called on all -
countries to:immediately stopadding fuel to fire - an
appatent reference to military support provided to
-Ukraine by the US and its West. European allics. He .
emphasized:his country wants:to play a role in ending

the conflict.

© The Chinese EM made his remarks in Betjing.
-Even:before Ukraine or its president could respond

to the initiative, US president Joe Biden cynically

remarked “Putin’s applaudmg it g0 how could it
sbeany good?? :

: B_iden t_old ABC News. “I've seen nothing in :
the plan that would indicate that there is something
that would hé beneficial to anyone other than
“Rusgia, if ithie :Chinese plan were followed
Earlier US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
Beijing was considering supplymg weapons and
“amntunition to Rusma :

DESplte the US and its premdent attemptmg to
put words into the Ukrainian President’s mouth,
the BBC reported Ukrainian President Volodymyt
Zelensky said he plans to meet China’s leader Xi
Jinping to discuss Beijing’s proposals on ending
the war in Ukraine. What is becoming clear
however, is that the Ukrainian president does
want:a political settlement to the ongoing conflict
China’s plan according to.the BBC report, calls for
peace talks and respect for national sovereignty,
though it makes no mention of the withdrawal of
Russian troops:from Ukraine. Be that as.it may, one
would scarcely expect peace in a sovereign country,

“if occupation forces were to remain in the land of that
sovereign state: Rather, it looks as if the US wants the
conflict in Ukraine, for whatever reason to continue.
According to the OHCHR - the estimated number of
Ukraine eivillian deaths or non-armed individuals,-in
Ukraine stands at over 8 000 since the start of the war
on February 24;2022.

Statistica.com puts the damage to housing
facilities from the Russian invasion of Ukraing
based on publicly available evidence at an estimated
at US$54 billion as of December 2022, A further -
US$35.6 billion were recorded in direct losses from
damage to infrastructure.

The only bodies who are benefiting from the
ongoing Russtan-Ukraine conflict are the arms
merchants in those nations. Statistics published by
the US government itself show more than US$3.75
bitlionin US m111tary assistance to Ukraine.

Ukrame needs to remember the lessons of US
involvement in Afghanistan.- Studies conducted by
the Watson Institute of Brown University in the US,
reveal, 92% of Alghanistan’s-population faces some
level of foed insecurity. Around 3 million children
are at risk of acute malnutrition. Some regions of the
country are currently are facing famine. At least half
the population is living on less than US$1.90 per day.

Undoubtedly these and similar statistics were in
president Zelensky’s mind when he told the. BBC he
would like to meet the Chinese President fo discuss

: the Chmese peace proposals '

We in Sri Lanka, can fully understand the -
death and pain of the ongoing conflict in Pkraine;
-having had to face a near three-decade civil war
in our country, which commenced in 1983, We
call on all parties to the conflict to do their utmost
_to:bring the conflict in Ukraine. to a speedy end -

with justice to all parties.

The US though having being party to atmed
conflicts in different parts of the world has
“largely been frée of the pain, war inflicts on the
-civilian population, as the wars never occurred in -

the US itself. :

However the US war in Afghanistan, brought
_war home fo the people of the US, when Osama bin
Laden and his al-Oacda bombed the Twin Towers in
the 9/11 attack where 2,996 US civilians, including

_the 19 hijackers died.

. The war in Ukraine has the potential to spread
~ globally and out of control once again and will inflict -
pain on the US population :if this present conflict gets
~outof hand.. : : Ll .

@ It’s time 'major ipowers put humanity first,
.Perhaps. the Chinese peace proposal is a good
starting point. .
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“It isn’t enough to talk about peace. One must believe in it. And
it isn’t enough to believe in it. One must work at it”
-ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

- FOR MORE CARTOONS LOG ON www.dailymirror.Ik/cartoon

tumultuous year in Sri Lanka

seems to be never ending.

The island lurching from one

disaster to another. Looking

t home from afar, it always

gives you the sense that its internally
perched on a precipice.

Maybe it has always been like that.
But these few years spent away from
Sri Lanka, the longest stretch I have
been away, makes you look at your
own country differently. The loss of
opportunities is just mindboggling.

Several friends have returned
after spending time in Sri Lanka and
their recent memories are laced with
despondency. Being let down by those
that we elect is a universal feeling,
but Sri Lankan politicians have made
an art of fattening their own lot at the
expense of millions of fellow country
men, women and children.

We just celebrated 75 years of
independence at great cost. But after
three quarters of a century of being free
(from?), where do we find ourselves? Sri
Lanka as a nation lies among the main
problem cases in the region.

“The hunger crisis in Afghanistan
has persisted for over a year,
with unparalleled levels of acute food
insecurity. Conflict and political turmoil
in Myanmar are driving up needs and
exacerbating economic fragility.

In Pakistan and Sri Lanka, the
underlying economic and climate
vulnerabilities will challenge the
capacity of governments and people
to cope with the global food crisis” the
World Food Programme said in a recent
operational update.

When we celebrated our 50th
Independence, there was a war in full
throttle, in fact a major attack was carried
out days before the celebrations. But
we were still considered a nation with
enormous potential held back by the
war. Now there is no war, there has
been no war to speak of for the last 14
years and we are worse off than ever.

When I joined journalism after leaving
what then appeared to be a secure career
at the Foreign Ministry, the field held
so much promise. Don’t get me wrong,
it was not for the faint-hearted. There
were very real threats, especially if
you were working for a newspaper
that was viewed as the harshest critic
of the then government. But there was
career promise both within the country
and outside of it.

Now most colleagues I speak with has
one intent; how to get out and get out
quickly. I woke up this morning and one
of the big news items on a chat group
was that a prominent Sinhala television

Economic instability, political cr

T0 FROM
ALL OF US?

and many other negative factors drive many professionals

overseas whereby the country isin danger of facing brain drain in the future.

We just celebrated 75 years
of independence at great
cost. But after three quarters
of a century of being free
(from?), where do we find
ourselves? Sri Lanka as a
nation lies among the main
problem cases in the region

When we celebrated our
20th Independence, there
was a war in full throttle,
in fact a major attack was
carried out days before the
celebrations. But we were
still considered a nation with
enormous potential held
back by the war. Now there
is no war, there has been no
war to speak of for the last 14
years and we are worse
off than ever

Twenty-five years ago, when
we celebrated 30 years of
Independence, if someone
were to say that this where
we would be 25 years down
the road, we would not have
believed that prediction for
a minute. We were prabably
doing better than the current
rot even with the war

anchor had decamped to Canada. There
was an image of the beaming gentleman
in a winter coat accompanying the post.
If this is confirmed, this would be the
second occasion a colleague has sought
relocation in this nation.

WHERE TO FROM HERE
FOR ALL OF US?

If we remain where we are, we are
looking at an abyss on a daily basis. No
one can keep doing that. If we leave,
then there is another set of pressures.
Relocating overseas during the second
half of your career and life is not as easy
as when you are starting off. Your body
sometimes feel like an old rusted bicycle
which really does not want to move.

And if you find yourself without a
close-knit support structure, you might
as well be on Mars.

Twenty-five years ago, when we
celebrated 50 years of Independence,
if someone were to say that this where
we would be 25 years down the road, we
would not have believed that prediction
for a minute. We were probably
doing better than the current rot even
with the war.

For the sake of our individual and
collective sanity, it is probably best we
not even contemplate the next 25 years.

The writer is a journalism
researcher and the Project Lead
at the Dart Centre Asia Pacific.
He can be contacted on amantha.
perera@cqumail.com
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How motivated are you to vote in
the coming Local Government

election?

@ Extremely motivated

« Somewhat motivated

@ Not motivated

#Don't Know

. 1LAST POLL
. Can the holding of local
. government elections be
]ustlfled' m a financial
perspect:ve during a penod oi

bankmptcy”

712.1%

‘See web poli at www. Dailylitirror Ik
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Scan to Vote

(o)
24.2%

WEB COMMENTS

PUNCH! - Russia needs for allowing them to
* all its money to fight - get off vehicle in the
Ukraine. Why are Russian  presence of wild animals
e e Vet yannaseAR- s
sad that humans seldom
ROMANTHA DE SILVA - realise that these are wild
SriLanka needs allits - animals and to respect
men and women to pitch ~ them accordingly. Also,
 in for their country and SL has a habit of treating
push its economy back anyone with white skin
up, why are they leaving as demigods regardless
- to foreign countries? - of the fact that some
L of them can sadly he
 FUATL - Vehicle orivers o) cigod 2¢ “yhite
or the guides must be trash” .
charged for negligence, :

See more web comments at www_DailyfHirror Ik
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Critics are pointing out that CEB
authorities are oppressing the
innocent who pay electricity bills
and trying to cover their losses

he Minister of Energy recently increased the
electricity tariffs by 1200 % to cover the losses
of the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB). General
Secretary of CEB Trade Union Alliance Ranjan
Jayalal recently made a revelation about the
politicians who have not paid their electricity bills while the
burden is placed on the public to cover the losses incurred by
the CEB. He also revealed names of the ministers who did
not pay their electricity bills. He said that the CEB should
collect a massive sum of 420 million rupees from 54
ministers who haven’t paid their electricity bills, due on
13 November 2022. It was also revealed that the heads of
the security forces too haven’t paid their electricity bills
amounting to more than 5 billion rupees. The latest audit
report revealed that the general consumers have to pay
2000million rupees to the CEB.
Usually, if you don’t pay the bill after using electricity,
the electricity supply will be disconnected. If the bill isn’t
settled the CEB would take away the metre after three
months. However, electricity will be restored to the same
house under a different name. But during the re-supply
of electricity, the unpaid amount will not be charged.
As aresult the amount to be collected from the public
so far is 200 crore rupees, according to the latest Audit
Report. Following an investigation it was revealed that
the ministers and some officials of the security forces
have arranged to pay the electricity bills in instalments
and through government ministries.
The CEB should collect the remaining amount from
those who have not paid the electricity bill. CEB Trade
Union Collective Chairman Malaka Wickramasinghe
said that instead the CEB authorities are oppressing the
innocent who pay electricity bills and trying to cover
their losses.
The CEB imposed power cuts mantaining that there was
no coal, naphtha and diesel to generate electricity. Now
the CEB provides continuous supply of electricity by
increasing electricity tariffs excessively. In increasing the
electricity tariffs the electricity bill has been increased
by 1200 percent for those who use the lowest number of
units and there is an increase in price by 200 percent for
those who use the highest number of units. In Sri Lanka,
the cost of producing hydroelectric power is 2.76 rupees
per unit of electricity. A unit of electricity costs around
12.76 rupees along with the wages of CEB employees
and all other expenses. Wickramasinghe said that even
if a unit of electricity is sold at 13 rupees, it is still
profitable for the CEB.
According to the power generation plan mapped out by the
CEB this year, 4500-gigawatt hours can be generated from
hydroelectricity. About 2500 gigawatt hours are required
for this year to provide electricity to all consumers who
use less than 90 units. That leaves another 2000 gigawatt
hours. Before the electricity tariff hike, the electricity
bill of those who use less than 30 units was only 130
rupees. But now with the bill increase, the amount
will increase to 1500 rupees. That is a 1200
percent increase. But the bill of those who
use a high number of units has increased by
only 200 percent. It is a slight increase.
Earlier, the lowest income earners and
those who live on income support of
500 rupees paid an electricity bill of
130 rupees. With the increase, they
have to have three months’ income to
pay the bill for one month. Those who
use less than 30 units of electricity only
use a bulb at home. People who use a
television or charge a phone consume
two units of electricity per day. Those
who use a refrigerator consume four units
of electricity per day. Wickramasinghe said
that using an electric iron costs about 120 units
per month.
Energy Minister Kanchana Wijesekera, who
attended a media programme recently, said that
the electricity bill was increased based on the methods
suggested by the electrical engineers and that he too didn’t
support the increase in the electricity bills. The minister
pointed out that the amounts of increase in electricity
prices were determined by calculating the average value
of a unit of electricity. But it costs 2.76 rupees per unit to
produce hydroelectricity. It costs 10 rupees to produce a
unit of electricity using wind, 30 rupees using solar power
and50 rupees using coal. It costs 125 rupees using crude
oil, naptha and diesel, and 200 rupees if gas turbines are
use. Accordingly, the minister pointed out that the total
cost of generating electricity, divided by its average value,
is 56 rupees per unit. Hydroelectricity can be provided
to those who use 90 units, but electricity is generated
from diesel because of the high demand for electricity.
The high demand for electricity is caused by a certain
group of people. These people have air-conditioned their
houses. They use around 300-600 or 1000 units of
electricity per month. Electricity is produced with diesel

The bills of consumers, who use
fewer units, were increased while
the bills of those who use more
units were reduced according to

the IMF conditions

CEB
TROUBLE

to meet their high electricity demand. Wickramasinghe
pointed out that Minister Wijesekera fears that they
would leave the system if the electricity bill for them is
increased by a high amount.

If the bill is increased for those who use much electricity
and they withdraw from the system, the solution to the
electricity crisis is right there. They will switch to solar
power or some other option and fulfil their electricity needs
anyway. Otherwise, the price of an electricity unit can be
increased at the time they consume electricity excessively.
“As a trade union, we informed authorities that they should
not increase the electricity bill of the less affluent. But instead
of listening to us or going for another alternative, Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera acted to increase the electricity bill
of low-income earners,” Wickramasinghe said.

LR
CONSUMERS MIGHT BE TEMPTED
TO CHEAT

There are 4.7 million people who use less than 90 units
of electricity. About a million of them are at risk of losing
their power connections. It will not be a problem if only
one house in a village sees the electricity supply being
disconnected due to non-payment of the electricity bill.
Wickramasinghe pointed out that if electricity will have
to be disconnected for a whole village, it will be a serious
issue. Sometimes people will be tempted to obtain electricity
in an illegal manner. Meter readers, maintenance units and
those tasked with disconnecting electricity will not be able
to perform their duties. Likewise, if the consumers stop
paying their electricity bills the CEB’s current loss would
increase from 8.5 percent to 16 percent. Therefore,
we, as a trade union, would like to ask the authorities
who have made plans to increase the electricity price to
make public their own electricity bills, Wickramasinghe
said. This government is suppressing the
poorest to provide electricity to the
upper class who use more than
300 electricity units, he added.
The CEB could not
provide electricity to
students preparing for
the Advanced Level
Examination for 14
consecutive days. At that
time, there was enough
coal, naphtha and diesel
to provide electricity.
As soon as the bill was
increased, the minister
acted to ensure a continuous
supply of electricity. The
minister recently announced
that he had obtained loans from
Bank of Ceylon and People’s
Bank to purchase diesel, naphtha
and coal to provide a continuous
supply of electricity. The CEB authorities dream that the
revenue generated from the increased electricity bills will
be received from next May. But given the current economic
situation in the country, the people are struggling to make
ends meet. In such a situation, granting loans to the CEB
will put the state banks and the petroleum corporation at
risk. Wickramasinghe also pointed out that in the midst of
all these issues the authorities are now trying restructure
and privatise the CEB.
According to the Minister, the electricity tariffs had been
increased in keeping with the guidelines provided by
the electrical engineers. But the Co-secretary of the CEB
Engineers Union Isuru Kasthuriratne said, “There
is a guideline to set electricity tariffs. Electrical engineers
provide all relevant data to the Public Utilities Commission.
Then the Public Utilities Commission sets the electricity
tariffs. That was the system till 2021. After 2021, the
Public Utilities Commission informed the CEB to prepare
the tariffs itself. Then the CEB prepared the tariffs and
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submitted them to the Public Utilities Commission. The
tariffs were calculated covering every field. This time, the
electrical engineers prepared the electricity tariffs following
cabinet orders. An order given by the cabinet was that no
electricity subsidy should be given to any houschold or
religious place. In that case we prepare tariffs according
to the cost of production. The IMF gave instructions to
calculate tariffs so that the cost of production is billed.”
Kasthuriratne said that the IMF is directly behind the
increase in electricity bills.

“The bill of the consumer, who uses fewer units, was
increased while the bill of those who use more units was
reduced according to the IMF conditions. But as electrical
engineers, we also pointed out that separate tariffs should
be set up for those who use more units. That is what should
happen. We were asked to increase the tariffs. If we, as
electrical engineers, had prepared the tariffs, we would
never have increased tariffs in this manner, If the tariffs
had been calculated taking into account the actual costs, we
would have had the opportunity to calculate a 60 percent
or less increase,” Kasthuriratne explained.

“We are not satisfied with the coal and diesel prices we
were informed of when setting up tariffs. Diesel and coal
vessels are subject to VAT while they are at sea. VAT will
also be charged on the electricity bill. In addition to the
tax charged when a diesel ship arrives, the government
also charges a separate cost of production tax. Naphtha
which was at 165 rupees was increased to 220 rupees.
The price of a barrel of crude oil in the world market has
decreased by about 15 percent. It has reached the same
price as in 2021. A metric ton of coal has dropped below
160 US$. But we import coal at 240-250 usg per metric
ton,” said Kasthuriratne who pointed out

- -Co-secretary of the CEB Engineers Union Isuru Kasthuriratne

an urgent meeting. He asked for the author’s mobile
number promising to call back, but he never did.

Attempts made to contact Energy Minister Kanchana
Wijesekera were also futile.

that the electricity consumer does not enjoy
that advantage.

“The government is now making plans
to restructure the CEB. Three foreign
companies have got cabinet approval
to import oil. Those companies know
that they can obtain maximum profit
by importing oil. A barrel of premium
crude used to cost 9 USS. Now we have
to pay more than 30 US$ per barrel
along with insurance charges and other
charges. Moreover, millions of dollars
have to be paid as late fees for the vessels.
Therefore, three foreign companies were
allowed to import oil in the hope of gaining
more profit. Similarly, when electricity
generation is given to three companies,
those companies will also be able to obtain
maximum profit. When those companies
bring in cheap naphtha, diesel and coal,
they can sell electricity at a higher price
retaining more profit. According to an IMF
proposal, the tariffs were increased. But the
IMF did not ask to restructure the CEB. A
diesel power plant can cease operations
if the consumption of heavy users can be
reduced,” said Kasthuriratne who added
that if that was the case, there would be
no need to increase the electricity bill.

The Daily Mirror contacted CEB
Chairman Nalinda Ilangakoon. The
Chairman said that he was having a
discussion with the Minister of Energy
and hung up. Several attempts made to
contact him later proved futile.

This newspaper then made attempts
to contact CEB General Manager
Rohan Seneviratne to inquire into all
these matters, but an official at his office
said that the General Manager wasn’t
available.

We reached CEB Media Spokesperson
and Additional General Manager
Navaratne and he said that he was at

Enjoy a super read
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SPORTS

All Island Under
18 Sevens on
March 4 and 5
in Kandy

The All Island Under 18 seven-a-side rugby
tournament will be conducted on March 4
and 5 in Kandy by Sti Lanka Schools Rugby
Football Association.

The first day will see the matches being
played at Pallekelle and Bogambara while
the final day’s action will shift to Bogambara
Stadium.

The last event took place in 2019 before
the Covid pandemic.

St. Peter’s are the defending champion of
this event and there will be 32 teams locking
horns playing for the Cup, Plate, Bowl and
Shield.

The other significant fact is that this
tournament will provide a yard stick for
the national selectors with the 2023 Youth
Commonwealth Games Sevens Rugby
Tournament scheduled for August in Port of
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.

There will be no official sponsors and Sri
Lanka Schools Rugby Football Association

SSRFA) will conduct the event. (SJ)

Participating teams for 2023:

Bogambara Stadium (Day 1) - Royal, St.
Joseph’s, Vidyartha, S. Thomas’, Dharmaraja,
Kingswood, Thurstan, St. Sylvester’s, Zahira,
Lumbini, Mahanama, Piliyandala Central, Sti
Rahula, Devpathiraja, Richmond, Sri Piyaratne

Trinity College Stadium Pallekele (Day 2)
- Trinity, Isipathana, Wesley, St. Anthony’s, St.
Peter’s, D S Senanayake, Sumangala Kandy,
Prince of Wales, St. Aloysius, Ananda, Carey,
Nalanda, C W W Kannangara, Sumangala
Panadura, Science, Lalith Athulathmudali

Dhanuja shines
for Mahinda

. SHAMIL AMIT

Dhanu]a Induwara shone with twin half
tons for Mahinda College Galle in their first
innings win against Moratu MV in the Under
19 inter-school cricket encounter played at
Galle.

In the other matches played St. Servatius’
College Matara, Tissa Central Kalutara and Sri
Palee MV Horana secured first innings wins
over St. Aloysius College Galle, Anuradhapura
Central and Welapura MV Kalutara.

Results:

AT GALLE - FIRST INNINGS
WIN FOR MAHINDA

Mahnida Galle 266 (Dhanuja Induwara 77,
Hiruna Gallage 62, Ranmina Hettiarachchi
22, Kaveen Rukshan 18, Arosha Udayanga
17, Deneth Kaushalya 32 n.o.; Isuru Fernando
4 for 47, Yohan de Alwis 2 for 14, Mahith
Appuhamy 2 for 31, Malith Rupasinghe
2 for 40) and 183 for 3 declared (Hareen
Achintha 98, Hiruna Gallage 17, Dhanuja
Induwara 60 n.o.)

Moratu MV 168 (Isuru Fernando 30,
Deneth Sithumina 18, Sukitha Devthilina 81
n.0.: Ranmina Hettiarachchi 4 for 43, Tharusha
Dilshan 3 for 43, Arosha Udayanga 2 for 22)
and 47 for 2 (Isuru Fernando 21)

AT MATARA - FIRST INNINGS
WIN FOR ST. SERVATIUS

St. Aloysius Galle 188 (Bhanshana de Silva
41, Dineth Nimsara 41, Hasitha Suranga 25,
Induwara Udena 23: Thisan Dewmith 3 for 32,
Viran Chamuditha 3 for 59, Kushan Wijerama
2 for 30) and 205 for 8 (Charya Paranavithana
46, Meneth Yeran 40, Hasitha Suranga 24,
Oshida Devinda 21 n.0., Dumindu Naveen 15
n.0.: Vishwa Supun 2 for 25, Thisan Dewmith
2 for 43, Viran Chamuditha 2 for 65)

St. Servatius® Matara 321 (Diniru
Abeywickramasinghe 130, Tharush Damindu
57, Vishwa Supun 24, Mithila Charles 22,
Thisan Dewmith 22: Vidura Lakshan 3 for
65, Dumindu Naveen 2 for 44)

AT KALUTARA - FIRST
INNINGS WIN FOR TISSA
CENTRAL

Tissa Central Kalutara 199 (Tenushka
Ashen 110, Ishara Malith 15, Malinda Dilshan
15: Yasath Sankalpa 5 for 65, Kavindu Gihan
2 for 36) and 204 for 9 declared (Ishar Malith
53, Nadun Asela 48, Kavindu Thathsara 25,
Tenushka Ashen 20, Minusha Malith 19, Ashan
Vishwa 16: Kavindu Gihan 3 for 38, Thilina
Chandeepa 3 for 47, N. Tilakasiri 2 for 59)

Anuradhapura Central 155 (Thilina
Chandeepa 30, Premodya Rasanjana 28,
Yasath Sankalpa 24, S. Ratnayake 23: Sahreen
Dhananjaya 2 for 3, Kavindu Thathsara 2 for
26, Ajitha Buddila 2 for 39) and 126 for 7

Sasmika Weerasinghe 37, Thilina Chandeepa
45 n.o.: Navindu Tharusha 2 for 12, Nadun
Asela 2 for 41)

AT HORANA - FIRST INNINGS
WIN FOR SRIPALEEMV

Sri Palee MV Horana 304 (Dishan Kavinda
88, Manujaya Chirath 68, Poorna Archana
44, Kavishka Rukshan 22, Chirath Imanjith
16: Kavindu Malshan 5 for 76) and 35 for 1
Kavishka Rukshan 15 n.o.)

Welapura MV Kalutara 198 (Himansha
Aniuhas 56, Kavindu Malhara 54: Manujaya
Chirath 5 for 68, Dilanka Mihisara 3 for 38)

nd 197 (Pasindu Nandana 50, Shanuka

issanayake 47, Keshaka Mihiranga 32,

avindu Malhara 26, Himansha Anuhas 19:

anujaya Chirath 5 for 76, Dishan Kavinda

for 40)

Shammi to seek re-election, Mathivanan
opposes SL.C ballot under old regulations

7 SHEHAN DANIEL

Incumbent Presrdent of Sri

Lanka Cricket (SLC) Shammi Silva
will seek re-election to the post at

* the upcoming SLC elections after
handing over his nomination, the
Daily Mirror learns.
. The Election Committee appomted
to overlook the upcoming SLC
elections, chaired by retired Court of

Appeal judge Justice Malani Gunaratne,

and including retired High Court Judge
Shiromi Perera and retired senior
public official Sunil Sirisena, accepted
nominations yesterday.

The Daily Mirror learns that the
current office bearers have also

handed in their nominations with the
intention of being re-elected to the
same positions.

Silva was re-appointed as
SLC President for a second term
uncontested in May 2021, after the
opposing group led by K.Mathivanan
withdrew their candidacy citing the
lack of a level playing field.

Mathivanan did not hand over his
nominatian yesterday, the former SLC
Vice President confi rmed to the Daily
Mirror.

“We are opposed to the election
taking place under the previous sports
regulations, so we have not handed

- inour nominations, he said, adding

that he was in favour of the elections

being conducted under the amended
regulations issued by Sports Minister
Roshan Ranasinghe in December last
year.

The new regulations referred to by

~Mathivanan,among other restrictions,

limited the terms of office of
candidates and barred those over the
age of 70 contesting for positions at
national sport associations.

However,on Monday, the Court of
Appeal issued an interim order staying
its operation and suspending the
regulations until June.

The Daily Mirror understands that
the Minister is likely to challenge the
order in the Supreme Court over the

coming days.

ONERUN IN ‘CRAZY’ SECOND TEST

" "ew Zealand beat England
by just one run in a
second-Test thriller
on Tuesday to draw
the series in the most
dramatlc fashion in Wellington.

The hosts made a slice of history
in becoming only the fourth team in
146 years of Test cricket to win after
being asked to follow on.

Neil Wagner took the decisive
wicket of James Anderson when New
Zealand wicketkeeper Tom Blundell
pulled off a diving catch at the Basin
Reserve to seal a memorable, nail-
biting triumph.

The home side had fought back
to set an attacking England a target
of 258 runs to win, but the visitors
were all out for 256 as a gripping
two-Test series finished 1-1.

It was only the second time in Test
cricket that a side has won by one run,
matching the West Indies team who
beat Australia by the same wafer-thin
margin at Adelaide in 1993.

“Amazing achievement, hats off to
everyone, everyone kept fighting,”
said left-arm pace bowler Wagner,
who finished with 4-62 including
the key wickets of Ben Stokes and
Joe Root.

England skipper Stokes was
disappointed to have lost, as the
attacking “Bazball” cricket under
head coach Brendon McCullum hit
the buffers, but happy to have played
his part in the drama.

“That game is what Test cricket
is about -- the emotions we were
going through and the Kiwi boys as
well,” said Stokes, who was born in
New Zealand.

“Everyone’s got their money’s
wotth today.

“What a game. After I got out, [
went to watch and what unfolded
was massively up and down,” added
Stokes.

Trim

of CPRFU Un

10-a-side

 SHAMSEER JALEEL

Trinity College’s rugby players at
Under 16 level dished out execellent
rugby at their Pallekelle Rugby
Stadium last weekend to win the All
Island Under 16 Tens organized by
Central province Rugby Football Union
(CPRFU).

The event had Nippon Paint as the
title sponsor with Sri Lanka Rugby
(SLR) finding the required spansors
and supporting CPRFU.

Trinity led by Udan Wijekoon won
all their group encounters beating
D S Senanayake College 31-05 and
Piliyandala Central 34-00 on day
one.Coming into day two, they beat
S.Thomas' College 29-00, St.Joseph's
College 29-00,and Isipathana College
14-07 inthe final.

Isipathana also did really well
to beat Dharmaraja College and
Mahanama College on the opening
dayand went on to beat St Anthony’s
College 32-00 and Vidyartha 05-00.
This set up agrandstand cup final
between the two esteemed rugby
playing schools in the country in Trinity
and Isipathana to dish out quality

champions

New Zealand’s players celebrate their one-run win over England

“It was crazy.”

[t was the first time New Zealand
have won after being forced to follow
on. England had managed it twice,
against Australia in 1894 and 1981,
while India beat Australia in 2001.

A topsy-turvy Test match had
swung back to New Zealand during
the final two days.

Captain Tim Southee praised the
visitors’ contribution to a pulsating
Test match that will live long in the
memory.

“What England have done for Test
cricket over the last year or so has
been amazing,” said Southee, after
New Zealand halted England’s run
of six straight wins.

“I don’t know why there always
seems to be such close encounters
between us, but these games bring
out the best in both sides.

“We just never gave up, it was
about hanging in there and trusting
we would do it.”

England won the first Test by
a resounding 267 runs and were
on course for another victory after

declaring their first innings on 435-
8, then bowling out New Zealand
for 209.

But former skipper Kane
Williamson dragged New Zealand
back into the Test with a superb 132
in their second-innings 483, leaving
England 258 to win.

Having resumed at 48-1, England
wobbled on Tuesday morning by
losing four wickets for just 27 runs
before Root steadied the ship by
steering his team to 168-5 at lunch.

As England chipped away at their
target, Root’s vital partnership with
Stokes ended on 121 when England’s
captain was caught at square leg off
Wagner.

(AFP)

Scores:

England 435 (Harry Brook 186,
Joe Root 153, Matt Henry 4/100) and
256 (Joe Root 95, Neil Wagner 4/62)

New Zealand 209 (Tim Southee
73, Stuart Broad 4/61) and 483 (Kane
Williamson 132, Tom Blundell 90,
Tom Latham 83, Jack Leach 5/157)

Moreton Cricket
Brisbane to Sri

Lanka on tour after
three-

Moreton Cri
undertaking their 19th Tour of Sri Lanka aftera
lapse of the years, having been interrupted by
Covid-19 epidemic in the year 2020.

This year in partnership with the Royal

-year la Se

t Brisbane will

Thomian Golfers Guild, the charity project

undertaken was to raise funds for the college
of Anaesthesialogists Sri Lanka.

der 16

running rugby in front of a packed
stand.

Trinity was led by Udan Wijekoon,
who played as a scrum half while
Priyantha Gunaratne was the Head
Coach with Tharindu Chathuranga
(forwards) and Suranga Tennekoon
(three quarter) while Tharaka Algama
heading the training and Savindu
Wanigaratne supporting him.

Trinity Under 16 squad: Udan
Wijekoon (Capt),Mohamed Shan,
Hamza Abdeen,Hadi Abdullah, Misala
Perera, Yevin Udakumbura, Nisith
Kumarasinghe, Dimath Ambepitiya,
Minula Yaddehige,Maduranga de
Silva,Kevin Weerakoon, Gavishka
Karunaratne,Minidu Dissanayake,
Vihanga Indusara,Mchamed Amher,
Shamah Rodrigo,Mohamed Ruzaini,
Dinel Sooriyabandara, Dhamhiru
Kulawansa, Shazni Jaleel, Rayyan
Marzookdeen, Yasan Kavsidu and Bilal
Akber

Support staff; Head Coach -
Priyantha Gunaratne, Forwards Coach
-Tharindu Chathuranga, Three-quarter
Coach - Suranga Tennekoon, Trainer
-Savindu Wanigaratne, Teacher-in-
charge: Randi Ekanayake

At a fund raising ceremony
held on the February 25 at
South Brisbane Cricket Club
a sum of USD 13,000 was
raised. The chief guest at
the function was Brendon
Gibson, President of The
South Brisbane District
Cricket Club.

At a fund raising ceremony held on the
February 25 at South Brisbane Cricket Club a
sum of USD 13,000 was raised. The chief guest
at the function was Brendon Gibson, President
of The South Brisbane District Cricket Club.
Moreton Cricket will be arriving in Sri Lanka
with 120 players and supporters and playing
games in Colombo, Kandy and Galle.The
Moreton Cricket tour this year would be one
of the biggest cricket tours to have visited Sri
Lanka bringing much wanted tourist revenue
to the island.

The tour is organised by Baba Sourjah,old
boy of Royal College, who represented CH and
FCand Havelock Sports Club at rugby in the
1960s and is a Cricket Australia Level 3 High
Performance Coach.

The tour will be Managed by Athula
Unantenne who Captained Trinity College at
(ricket and represented the college at Rugby.

The tour is handled by Shiyam Mohamed and
Asian Adventure.

Rain a spoiler at
aas trophy

Murali-
encounter,

innings win for Sebs

£ SHAMSEER JALEEL

Rain was a major spoiler at
Katugastota yesterday on the first
day’s play between St. Anthony’s
College and St. Joseph’s College
played for the Murali-Vaas Trophy.

This was the 109th encounter
between the two schools.

Only 39.4 overs were bowled
as rain in the Central Hills did
not allow a good day’s cricket at
Katugastota.

Meanwhile, St. Sebastian’s
College scored a first innings win
over Trinity College in their Under
19 Inter School cricket encounter
which concluded at the Asgiriya
Stadium in Kandy yesterday.

Though Trinity’s spinners took
14 out of the 15 wickets to fall, it
was still not enough for the Kandy
School to score a first innings win
as their batters failed badly, with

TRIALS FOR ASIAN GAMES & SRILANKA
GOLF RANKING TOURNAMENT 2023

Anura Rohana five
strokes clear of the ﬁe]d

Silver medalist at the 2000 Asian
Games Anura Rohana holds a five stroke
lead over all the other hopefuls after
two of the rounds of the trials for the
Asian Games 2023. This four-round
trials and SLG Ranking Tournament
also served as an indicator to select
the Amateur Team to participate inthe
Bangladesh Amateur Championship
2023,

DailyfHirror

first

only Janith Ravishka doing well
for his 47. Vimath scored a good
knock of 67 for the visitors.
AtKatugastota - St. Anthony’
College vs St. Joseph’s Collegg
St. Anthony’s Katugastot
73 for 3 in 39.4 overs (Induwara
Galapitage 31, Ravindu
Kapukotuwa 15)
At Asgiriya Stadium — Sebs
beat Trinity on first innings
St Sebastian’s 176 in 63.3
overs (Vimath Dinsara 67, Mahen
Silva 37, Janaka Silva 29, Dinuk
Thennakoon 6 for 53, Tharana
Wimaladharma 3 for 22) and 50
for 5 in 15 overs (P Sasindu 22
n.o., Dinuka Thennakoon 2 for 32,
Tharana Wimaladharma 3 for 6
Trinity 133 in 45.1 overs (Janith
Ravishka 47, Vathila Udara 27,
Sandesh Fernando 3 for 43,
Manuja Chanthuka 2 for 24)

Mithun Perera and N.Thangaraja, the
two other major Sri Lankan pros vying
for Asian Games selection missed the
trials as they were playing in the PGTI
2023 currentlyin India.

However,the PGTI performance
scores will alsc be considered for the
final selection of the Sri Lankan team for
the Asian Games.

NO NAME

1 Anura Rohana 71 74 11 T 281
2  R.K. Prabhagaran 76 74 13 69 292
3 H. M. Vijitha Bandara 3 71 12 15 297
4 M. H.Chalitha Pushpika 75 14 T1 80 306
5 Reshan Algama 74 71 80 16 307
T5 M. U. Chanaka Perera 78 71 12 80 307
7  Priya Hemantha 80 78 18 14 310
8 G .Danaranjan 9 71 83 176 315
9  Uchchitha A. Ranasinghe 86 76 82 75 319
10 V.Saran Raj %6 82 83 84 325
T10 Roshana Prasad 78 80 82 85 325
12 Dananjaya Bandara 84 86 81 75 326
13 H.L.S.Sanathchandra 8 84 84 80 329
14 R.M.S.Rupasingha 79 85 81 87 330
15 H.D.Adithya Weerasinghe 86 80 84 87 337
16 [LPPRllangarathna 81 89 88 86 344
17 ADILMahesh Ranasingha 84 85 91 85 345
18 P. Krishanthan 87 84 85 90 346
19 S$.D.TK.Priyankara 97 82 83 88 350
T19 R.D.C.Rajapaksha 86 95 84 350

p1-nay! B4 D2-nay 2

D3-Day 3

D4-Day 4
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#Spot rupee tradedat
Rs.356.75-357.75
yesterday

#Deal with IFC, rising
prospects for IMF
relief and eased forex
conversionrules
reinvigorate sentiments

#inflows from
remittances and
tourism sector revival
also add a fillip

#Currency dealers
ohserve forex supply
outstripping demand as
of late

#Sri Lanka returning to
sconomic normalcy
after a year of turmoil
when rupes was let go

almost a

ri Lankan rupee appreciated
yesterday on improved sentiments
.+ over the current and future foreign
exchange conditions in the domestic
market after the announcement that
International Finance Corporation
(IFC) is willing to provide US$ 400
million worth of swap facility for three
commercial banks to support essential
imports.

The spot rupee appreciated to
Rs.356.75 - 357.75 against the US dollar,
yesterday.

The telegraphic transfer rates quoted
by commercial banks in Colombo also
eased yesterday, as both buying and
selling prices of US dollars stood at
Rs.358.36 and Rs.367.93, respectively.

The market also remains upbeat over
the prospects of getting the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to unfreeze its
US$ 2.9 billion relief package as early
as next month with or without adequate
financing assurances from China
whose assurances fell short of what the
multilateral lender sought.

In a further positive development,
the Central Bank relaxed the

2 i c % o e

mandatory foreign exchange conversion
requirement applicable to banks to 15
percent from 25 percent, effective from
Monday, in a reflection of improved
foreign currency liquidity conditions in
the domestic market.

K4 Find us on facebook/dailymirror [3 Follow us on @MirrorBusiness L& +94115383355 / businesseditor@daitymirror.wnllk

Rupee appreciates after
year into free float

S

According to treasury department of
banks, this has the potential to release
between an additional 30 to 40 million
US dollars further enhancing liquidity in

the market. R
MOREON g |

for PTA with

The Cabinet greenlight has
een granted to fast-track
egotiations with Bangladesh
or the proposed preferential
rade agreement (PTA) under
he guidance of the International
rade Office.

With the aim of boosting
ilateral trade flows, President
anil Wickremesinghe on
onday sought the approval
f the Cabinet of Ministers to
xpedite negotiations on the
roposed PTA with Bangladesh

The government expects a
onsiderable fall in rice prices
ollowing the removal of the
ocial Security Contribution
evy (SSCL) imposed on the
urchasing of paddy, production
frice and marketing.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe
in his capacity as Minister of
inance, Economic Stabilisation
nd National Policies on Monday
ought the approval of the Cabinet

hy hefty loss prov

Union Bank of Colombo PLC yesterday
eported some tepid performance in the
hree months to December bringing the
anking sector earnings reports to a
lose, which showed some mixed results.

The relatively small lender with assets

Cahinet gives nod to
expedite negotiations

Government expects rice prices
to fall following SSCL removal

Union Bank December

Bangladesh

under the guidance of the
International Trade Office.

The initial Cabinet approval
was granted for a PTA between
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh in
June 2021. However, it was
delayed as the country plunged
into economic and political
crisis the following year.
According to Bangladeshi
authorities, negotiations for the
proposed PTA have reached an
advanced stage by now.

MOREONF8

of Ministers to revise the Social
Security Contribution Levy
imposed on the purchasing of
paddy, production of rice and
marketing.

Issuing a media statement
yesterday, the State Minister of

Colomho inflation eases to

51.7% in February

The Colombo inflation
decelerated for the fifth
consecutive month in
February continuing the
disinflation path which
was envisaged by the

- Central Bank, but the non-

food inflation accelerated

from a month ago

reflecting still lingering
price pressures entrenched

- inthe economy.

Prices measured by
the Colombo Consumer
Price Index registered a
reading of 50.6 percent
in the twelve months to

- February, decelerating

. January.

.|
Merchandise exports fall in Jan. as demand in major markets slows

from 51.7 percent through

inflation
rose by 0.5 percent in
February, same level from

Monthly

amonth ago, reflecting still

 sticky nature of some of

the prices in the consumer
spending basket.

The core inflation
barring the often-volatile
food, energy and transport
rose by 43.6 percent,
easing from 45.6 percent
through January, reflecting

the underlying price’
" pressures still prevalent in

the economy.
The core price index

~under the CCPI is the most

preferred inflation gauge
by officials and is used
for policy making and
determining the trajectory
oftherates. :
The Monetary Board
is largely expected to

leave the key policy rates .

Sri Lanka’s merchandise
export earnings fell in January

unchanged at the current

level at the upcoming

policy meeting schedule

-for Friday, March 03.

Meanwhile, the
Colombo food inflation
rose by 54.4 percent on an
annual basis, decelerating
from 60.0 percent through
January.

Measured on a monthly
basis,
declined by 2.2 percent,
turning around from the
0.8 percent increase in
January. Monthly prices

‘are a better indicator of

near term price pressures
than the prices measured
on an annual basis which is
distorted by the higher base
effects in the previous year.
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food prices

balance widened compared to
the deficit of US$ 358 million

BOC reports Rs.32hn
PAT for FY22 amid tough
economic conditions

@Il grows 13.6% to
Rs.126.3tn

#Total assets base of
Hs.4.3in

w Total deposit base of
Hs.3.3tn

whHross loans and
advances reach to
Re.2BIn

Bank of Ceylon (BOC) reported
Rs. 32.0 billion profit after tax
(PAT) for the year ended 31
December 2022 (FY22) despite
of many headwinds caused by
the unprecedented economic and
operational environment prevailed
during the year.

BOC'’s net interest income grew
by 13.6 percent to Rs. 126.3 billion
in FY22 contributing 71 percent
to total operating income. The
increase in interest rates in line
with the upsurge in policy rates and
materialising the volume growth
resulted in 61 percent growth in

Govt. to fix Customs’ time
-consuming inspection,

investigation

The Cabinet of Ministers
has decided to appoint a five-
member ministerial committee to
recommend amendments to the
Customs Ordinance in order to
expedite the ‘time-consuming’
inspection and investigation
procedures of Sri Lanka Customs.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe
in his capacity as Minister of
Finance, Economic Stabilisation
and National Policies on
Monday sought the approval of
the Cabinet to appoint a five-
member ministerial committee to
study the issues and identify the
amendments to be made to the
Customs Ordinance.

The five-member ministerial

by tea fell 6.6 percent to US$
191 million. Tea exports

Finance Ranjith Siyambalapitiya #Trade deficit narrows
said that the measure would S 410mn from
result in a considerable fall LSS 857 ayear ago

in market prices of rice in the

MOREON P |

coming period.

fuarter stung
ISIonS
of little under Rs.130 hillion reported a
net interest income of Rs.1.97 billion in
the final quarter ended in December last

year, recording 33 percent increase as
the bank took the benefit of the elevated

interest rates. MOREON P8

#Exports down 11.3%
to LSS 878mn; imports
down 29.2 YaY to USS$
1.38bn

#Workers remittances
and tourism earnings
continue to grow

#Official gross forsign
reserves improve to
USs$ 2. 1bnamid CBnet
purchases

2023, while trade deficit
narrowed from a year ago,
as imports fell sharply, the
external sector data released by
the Central Bank showed.

Exports fell 11.3 percent
year-on-year (YoY) to US$
978 million in January
“continuing the moderation
observed since September
2022, though at a slower pace
than expected” the Central
Bank said.

The January trade gap
narrowed to US$ 410 million
from US$ 857 million a year
ago. However, the trade

recorded in December 2022.

Sri Lanka ended 2022 with
an overall trade balance of
US$ 2.8 billion, down from
US$ 3.9 billion in 2021.

Both industrial and
agricultural exports fell in
January. Industrial exports,
led by textile and garment
exports fell 12.4 percent YoY
to US§ 781.3 million. Textile
and garment exports fell 17.8
percent YoY to USS$ 424.4
million largely due to slowing
demand in major markets such
as the US, EU and the UK.

Agricultural exports led

rose 9.1 percent YoY to USS$
99.6 million, but both rubber
and coconut exports fell.
Seafood exports also fell by
13.1 percent YoY to US$ 20.9
million.

Meanwhile, imports in the
month of January 2023 fell
29.2 percent YoY to US$ 1.38
billion as all three import
categories reported lower
imports.

Consumer goods imports—
both food and non-food—fell
39.3 percent YoY to US$
218.5 million. As of now,
Sri Lanka has relaxed most

LATE Cl

W. P. Russel
Ronald CPerera-  Fonseka- General
Chairman Manager/CEQ

interest from loans and advances
which denotes 68 percent of total
interest income.

Interest income from
investments boomed up year-on-
year (YoY)to Rs. 146.0 billion
and the major portion of it derived
through Treasury bills and bonds.

The upsurge in deposit rates
increased the cost of funding. The
YoY interest expense rose by 121
percent, and as a considerable
portion of FDs is reprised by now,
during the latter part of the year
interest expense moved up by
nearly threefold than previous year.

procedures

committee includes Minister
Ports, Shipping and Aviation
Nimal Siripala de Silva, Minister
of Plantation Industry and
Industries Ramesh Pathirana,
State Minister of Finance Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya, State Minister
of Investment Promotions Dilum
Amunugama and State Minister
of Finance Shehan Semasinghe.
According to the Government
Information Department, as a
result of the time-consuming
investigation procedures carried
out by the Sri Lanka Customs,
the value of a great deal of goods
detained by the Sri Lanka Customs
has decreased significantly.

of the restrictions brought in
for imports, except for motor
vehicles.

However, the sharp
depreciation of the rupee has
made most of the imported
items unaffordable to many,
particularly when the inflation
remains elevated.

Intermediate goods imports
also fell 20 percent YoY to
US$ 970.5 million in January,
though the country’ oil bill,
which is the largest component
of this category rose 11.8
percent to US$ 481.1 million
amid higher crude oil and coal

imports.
P MOREON P8
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SECURITY | VOLUIME CENIRHIGHIEL OW| SECURITY | VOLUMERSEY W A IOPENINHIGHINI OW SECURITY | i A
AMAINBOARD.........eemeeee e ceen e e e men smmanmnns .. LANKA IOC ...970,642 198.00 (0.25) EMPOWER BOARD

ASPENHOTHOLD. ... 18358........... 565 ... 575......579 ... 57 57.00 .0.50 LANKAREALTY ... 04568 112 12 103 1D 11.10(0.10) CHRISSWORLD A 1240 ... E
ACCESSENGSL .. R I 1330 .0.30 LANKATILES .o 64456 434436436043 43.00(0.40) EML CONSULTANTS ..o 440 010
ACL .. 9. 72.30(1.00) LANKA VENTURES ... DIRISAVI BOARD .

ACLPLASTICS oo 5530....389.75 ... 389.75 ... 395.....389.75 ... 390.25 .0.50 LANKA WALLTILE AGSTARPLC. ... O 13.00(0.10)
ACME.............. ..6.80 .0.10 LANKEM DEV.... ALUMEX PLC... 7.60 .0.10
AGALAWATTE . 33.20(0.20) LAUGFS GAS..... AMANA TAKAFUL .. .12.00 .0.10
AHOT PROPERTIES ..o 100330402 402 409 A0 40.00(0.20) LAUGFS GAS [LGL.X0000] AMBEON HOLDINGS.. ..33.00(0.40)
AITKEN SPENCE. 14425 325 LAXAPANA ... 13.00(0.10) AMFCOLTD. o 17395 75576075 7B0 E
ALLTANCE....... .56.90(0.10) LB FINANCE . 47.80(0.40) ASIA SIYAKA ...

AMANA BANK ..2.70(0.10) BERUWALA RESORTS.

ASIA ASSET ... ..8.10(0.20) BOGALA GRAPHITE ... .58. 90 (2.80)
ASIA CAPITAL ..4.00(0.10) MELSTACORP BOGAWANTALAWA .. e 47.10(0.90)
ASIRI......... .26.10(0.10) MERCHANT BANK BROWNS ... 13726 1101101135109 113.00 .2.00
ASIRI SURG.... ...12.80 .0.30 MULLERS ............. BROWNS INVSTMNTS

BAIRAHA FARMS 139.00 .0.25 NAMUNUKULA 09035925 375 .375.......3565......359.25 ... C.W.MACKIE...

BALANGODA ... 12357 699 B8 69868 69.50 (0.40) NAT. DEV. BANK ... CALT ..

BUKIT DARAH 397.2526.75 NATION LANKA ... CEYLON BEVERAGE

CMHOLDINGS. ..o 805 B0 B52 65265 65.10 (0.90) NATIONS TRUST CEYLON TEA BRKRS ...

CTHOLDINGS ... 17825 178.25 (3. 75) NATIONS TRUST [NTB-X-0000] ... CITRUS HIKKADUWA ...

CARGILLS... ....2295.....22025 ... OVERSEAS REALTY ... .68, .. CITRUS WASKADUWA

CARSONS.... 276.25..... 278.00 (0.75) PANASIA ... lll 778 .. COM.CREDIT ...

CDB [CDB.X0000] 9. 60.90 (0.10) PANASIAN POWER .. ...28,755.. COMMERCIAL DEV.

CENTRAL FINANCE . X 69.10(1.20) PEOPLE'SINS....... DILMAH CEYLON.... ... 1050 00 ....... E
CENTRALIND S 82.60.1.20 PEOPLES LEASING E- CHANNELLING .. K 12.70(0.70)
CEYLINCO INS. [CINS. XOOOO] . 1052.2511.25 PGP GLASS ........... ELPITIYA. ... ..80.40 (0.70)
CEYLON GUARDIAN ..o 8942 653,689 ........70..........688..... 70.00 .4.70 PRINTCARE PLC ... EXTERMINATORS... 7.30(0.30)
CEYLONINV. o 34835 334330 3533 3460 .1.20 RILPROPERTY FC TREASURIES.. ..23.70 .0.20
CEYLON TOBACCO ..o 286 646641 . 64975 .....635. . 645.00 (1.00) RENUKA AGRI.. FIRST CAPITAL ...... .35.70(0.30)
CHEVRON. ... ...98.90(8.35) RENUKA FOODS ... FORTRESS RESORTS... ..16.90 .0.80
CIC .. (0. RENUKA FOODS [COCO.X0000] 16.00(0.20) GALADARI.............. ..13.00(0.10)
CIC [CIC.X0000]. 53 20 (0.80) RENUKA HOLDINGS 13.00(0.10) HAPUGASTENNE .52.80 .3.60
CITRUS LEISURE ..6.10.0.10 RESUS ENERGY..... (0.60) HATTON ......... .24.60 .0.50
COLD STORES. ...34.60 (0. 40) RICHARD PIERIS.. 21, 00 (0.10) HNB FINANCE 4.70(0.10)
COLOMBO CITY e 8. 1,004.25 ... 1,068.75 .. 1,069.00....1,068.75 ... 1004 .25 ....... ROYAL CERAMIC .. .. 29.30(0.70) HVAFQOODS ........ 4.10 .0.20
COMMERCIALBANK ..o 345869 6565 0666496500 ... S MBLEASING..... 4, 156 936.. JANASHAKTHI INS ..30.10(0.90)
COMMERCIAL BANK [COMB.X0009]... S M B LEASING [SEMB_X0000] . .2,698,748 .. JETWING SYMPHONY 6.90 .0.10
DANKOTUWA PORCEL..... SAMPATH ... .1,395,225.. JOHN KEELLS ..... ..66.60 (1.30)
DFCC BANK PLC.. SANASA DEV. BANK. KAHAWATTE ..

DIALOG ...... 8. SARVODAYA DEVFIN KEELLS FOOD .

DIMO.......... 480 481 25 2.25 SEYLANBANK ..o KEELLS HOTELS..

DIPPED PRODUCTS. 3 T 29.30(0.40) SEYLAN BANK [SEYB.X0000] KELSEY ....oevveee 20 70(0.70)
DOCKYARD ......... 56.20(1.70) SEYLAN DEVTS..... LCB FINANCEPLC .ol L7023 23 230230230 E
DOLPHIN HOTELS... - 30.50(0.10) SHAW WALLACE .. LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL . 21 60 {0.30)
DURDANS [CHL.X0000] ..o 274937 100 100.......... 100 ... 100.00 .6.30 SIERRA CABL LOLC GENERALINS.... 69 6.90 (0 20)
EBCREASY .o 1097 2052052050 205....2050 ... SIGIRIYAVILLAGE. ..o B B8 B9 59595850 ... LOTUSHYDRO....

EAST WEST ... ..7.50(0.30) SINGER FINANCE ... LUMINEX............

EASTERN MERCHANT . ..8.90(0.10) STANDARD CAPITAL MACKWOODS ENERGY ..

EX-PACK ......... 1620 .0.20 SUNSHINE HOLDING MAHAWELI REACH ...

EXPOLANKA .. 543,110 0180018182177 25 178.50(1.50) SWISSTEK ........... MARAWILA RESORTS

FORT LAND..... JE T 27.50(0.80) TALAWAKELLE . MASKELIYA ...

GALLE FACE CAP. 19.60 .1.10 TANGERINE.......... MILLENNIUM HOUSE

GESTETNER ......... 6530 (2.50) TEA SMALLHOLDER . MYLAND ...

GRAIN ELEVATORS. 82.20 .0.10 TEEJAY LANKA..... NESTLE......

HAYCARB ... 60.90 .1.00 THREE ACRE FARMS. PALM GARD . 00 . 1.
HAYLEYS..... 175.10{0.60) TOKYO CEMENT ....... PEGASUS HOTELS .. .31.20 .0.20
HAYLEYS FABRIC. .27.50(0.30) TOKYO CEMENT [TKYO.X0000] PEOPLE'S MERCH ... 3.90(0.10)
HAYLEYS FIBRE .. .54.60(0.30) UNION BANK ........... PRIMERESIDENCIES ..

HAYLEYS LEISURE... (1.30) UNION CHEMICALS . RAIGAM SALTERNS

HDFC e 0O 2T e 2T e 20272700 UNISYST............... RENUKA HOTELS....

HELA... ...8.80(0.20) UNITED MOTORS. RICH PIERIS EXP

HEMAS HOLDINGS.. 1.....83980 .0.30 VALLIBEL ROYAL PALMS

HNB e 1,941,122 10775108 1081050 105.00(2.75) VALLIBEL FINANCE.. SERENDIB HOTELS.

HNB ASSURANCE ... 28294 501505505 .50 ... 50.00(0.10) WATAWALA ... SERENDIB HOTELS [SHOT.X0000].. 20 .
HNB [HNB.X0000] .. .81.60(1.30) WINDFORCE. SINGHE HOSPITALS... 2.60 (0. 10)
HORANA............. .55.30(2.60) HSENID BIZ ..... SOFTLOGICCAP..... .10.90 .0.40
HOTEL SIGIRIYA SECOND BOARD SOFTLOGICFIN.. 8.40(0.10)
HOTELS CORP..... ABANS FINANCIAL .. SOFTLOGIC LIFE. .88.20 .3.40
INDUSTRIAL ASPH AMBEON CAPITAL TAL LANKA ... .. 1470 .0.20
UKH 135 00 (0.75) BROWNS BEACH .. TESS AGRO..... 1.10(0.10)
KANDY HOTELS.. ..7.70(0.10) DIALOG FINANCE TESS AGRO [TESS.X0000] ...

KAPRUKA ... ..8.90 .0.30 DISTILLERIES....... UDAPUSSELLAWA. ...

KEGALLE..... ... 134.00(2.25) EDEN HOTEL LANK UNION ASSURANCE...

KELANI CABLES . 255.00 .8.50 HUNAS HOLDINGS .. VALLIBEL ONE ...

KELANI TYRES.... JAT HOLDINGS ... VIDULLANKA ... K

KELANI VALLEY . LOLC FINANCE . .1,317,93C.. 6. . VIDULLANKA [VLL-X-0000] ... 460 ... E
KINGSBURY ... . MADULSIMA s 5,250.. ...11.00(0.10) WATCH LIST

KOTAGALA ... ..105474 ... ORIENT FINANCE. .7.60(0.30) COGP INSURANCE ....cooviii 212742 3333 34032330 ...
L O LCHOLDINGS... 23451... SHALIMAR ........... 75 ... NAWALCKA....

LANKA ALUMINIUM... A835. SINGER SRI LANKA.. 12,10 .0.30 ODELPLC... 6. 20 (0 30)
LANKA HOSPITALS ....85.20(0.70) RADIANT G 30.00 ...
Market Indicators

(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted by commercial banks in Colombo

for Telegraphic Transfers {TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as follows.

CURRENCY BUYING RATE

Australian Dollar 239.1034 ..
Canadian Dollar 261.3531 ..
Chinese Yuan {Renminbi} 50.4930 ..
Euro 376.3599 ..
Japanese Yen 2.6049 .
Singapore Dollar 263.3839 ..

Sterling Pound 428.8705 ..
Swiss Franc 378.0566 ..
US Dollar 357.6822

(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies based on previous day's market

weighted average rate for the USS are as follows.

COUNTRY CURRENCY
Bahrain Bahrain Dinar ..
Kuwait Kuwait Dinar ..
Oman Oman Rial ..
Qatar Qatar Riyal ..
Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabian Riyal ..
UAE UAE Dirham

(3) The Average Weighted Prime Lending Rate (AWPR) and the Lowest Prime Rate {LPR}
during the week ended 17-Feb-2023, by all commercial banks was 24.21 percent and 16.50

percent respectively.

(4) The Average Weighted Deposit Rate (AWDR) of commercial banks for the month of Jan-

2023 was 14.63 percent.

..SELLING RATE
249.7389
.272.3942
....53.6064
..390.9386
27118
.274.1187
4443132
..395.5988
366.9212

INDICATIVE RATE
...... 959.1719
..1,177.4935

Aitken Spence.

The ASPI edged down as a result
of price losses in counters such
as Chevron Lubricants, Hatton

National Bank and Vallibel One with
‘the turnover crossing Rs. 1.4 bn.
Meanwhile, the S&P SL20 closed in
red. High net worth and institutional
‘investor participation was noted in
Lanka TOC, John Keells Holdings and

Mixed interest was observed in
Hatton National Bank, Expolanka
Holdings and Sampath Bank whilst
retail interest was noted in Union Bank,

turnover of Rs. 1.87 bn.

gained 3.6% and 1.2% respectively
whilst recording an average daily

The Banking sector was the top
contributor to the market turnover
(due to Hatton National Bank and
Sampath Bank) whilst the sector index
edged up by 0.06%. The share price of
Hatton National Bank decreased by Rs.

Month ends wi

Softlogic Capital and SMB Leasing.
Foreign participation in the market
activity remained at subdued levels with
foreigners closing as net buyers. During
the month, the ASPI and the S&P SL20

market turnover (due to John Keells
Holdings) whilst the sector index
decreased by 0.36%. The share price
of John Keells Holdings moved down

-close at Rs. 51.70.

Securities

2.75 (2.55%) to close at Rs. 105.00.
The share price of Sampath Bank
appreciated by Rs. 2,10 (4.23%) to

Capital Goods sector was the
second highest contributor to the

by Rs: 0.75 (0.55%) to close at Rs.
135.00.

Lanka IOC and Expolanka
Holdings were also included amongst
the top turnover contributors. The

share price of Lanka IOC lost Rs. 0.25
(0.13%) to close at Rs. 198.00. The
share price of Expolanka Holdings
recorded a loss of Rs. 1.50 (0.83%) to
closeatRs. 178. 50

Contd. from Page ¢
e

Rupee appreciates...

Sri Lanka was seen looking past its dire forgign currency
liquidity conditions from around the third quarter last year as
the Central Bank ramped up its net purchases bucking more
than a year-long trend of being a net seller.

In December last year, the Central Bank bought US$ 103.78
million on net basis before increasing to US$ 21115 milion in
January, signalling a gradual improvement in foreign currency
liquidity conditions. A currency dealer said that they get more
supply nowadays for dollars than the demand. Sri Lanka
crushed demand and thereby imports last year teaching the
principles of frugality and contentment for the masses who for
decades relied on foreign made goods, as the country ran out
of foreign currency.

Meanwhile, the inflows frem worker remittances and
tourism also reached record highs in January after more than a
year long weakness in both sources.

Sri Lanka’s rupee lost nearly 80 percent in 2022 against
the US dollar after the Central Bank let go the currency on
March 7 without an anchor when the country ran out of
foreign curency reserves which set off a series of crises in the
country.

After months, Sri Lanka is seeing some semblance of
economic normalcy with prices, yields, rates and foreign
exchange conditions easing.

S —
BOC reports...

As rupee depreciation is around 81 percent for the period,
net exchange gains derived through trading activities and
currency conversion represents considerable portion in non-
fund based income amounting to Rs. 32.9 hillion.

Similarly, net fee and commission income also contributed
Rs. 16.4 hillion with 15 percent growth as business
operations are now normalised and increased number of
retail transactions and trade financing activities caused in
improvement in related fes income.

As conducive environment did not prevail in the share

market activities during the year the mark to market losses
of Rs. 804.4 million was resulted from equity and unit trust
portfolio. However, through trading of equity and govemment
securities, the bank was able to gain Rs. 861.3 million.

Meanwhile, the impairment provision made to compensate
the EGL from loans and advances amounted to Rs.70.7 billion
during the year ended 31 December 2022, Consequently, the
aross loans to impairment provision reserve ratio stood at 10
percent against the 6 percent reported by end 2021,

The bank also set aside a considerable level of impairment
provisions for its investments in International Sovereign Bonds
and Sri Lanka Development Bonds.

The hank saw its operating expenses increasing 13.5
percent YoY to Rs.47.3 billion largely due to escalations in
personnel costs.

Meanwhile, BOC reported a profit before tax of Rs. 31 hillion
for the FY22 down 22 percent YoY. A tax reversal to the tune
of Rs.995.8 million helped the bank to record a PAT of Rs.32
billion, During FY22 the bank's total assets grew by 14 percent
and reached to Rs.4.3 trillion, preserving its industry leadership.
During the year 2022lending to private sector grew by 10
percent and the bank continued to extend its support towards
business revival.

However, the tatal gross loans and advances showed only
a marginal growth of Rs.8.0 billion due to reduction in lending
to direct government and major SOEs by considerable amount
during the year. Net loans and advances showed a decline of
4 percent, showing the bank’s prudent approach of making
provision for credit losses as part of strengthening the balance
sheet in order to safeguard from the possible future shocks.

The bank wishes to reverse these provisions back to profit
after materialising its future recovery stratagies.

BOC Chairman Ronald G Perera said the hank was able
to transfer Rs. 6.7 hillion from non performing stage to
performing. The bank’s deposit base during the year increased
to Rs. 3.3 trillion with a 16 percent growth, The bank's Current
and Saving deposit (CASA) ratio decreased from 36 percent to
29 percent during the year.

Retum on Assets (ROA) ratio of the bank stood at 0.76
percent while reporting 14.1 percent Return on Equity (ROE)
ratio resulting a decline YoY as the bottom-line performance of
this year is in low scale than previous year.

However, the bank was able to maintain its Tier | Capital and
Total Capital ratio at 12.4 percent and 15.4 percent respectively
as of end December 2022, even though the increase in risk
weighted assets with the rupee depreciation, payment of Rs.
8.7 billion surcharge tax which was deducted from retained
eamings and rising stage Il loans adversely impacted to the
hank’s Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR).

]
Govt. to...

Further, these detained goods also occupy a large storage
space in warehouses and terminals in Port of Colombo, which
has inhibited revenue streams for the port while causing
exporters and importers to seek warehouse spaces outside
the port.

I
Colomho inflation...

Prices of vegetables, eggs and rice registered sharp declines
in February from their January levels helping the monthly
deceleration in prices.

Meanwhile, non-food prices rose by 48.8 percent annually
and 1.8 percent monthly, firming up from 479 percent and 0.5
percent in the previous month, reflecting the constant changes
in the prices of products and services in the non-food basket
in line with the changes in the policies and global commodities
prices.

For instance, February non-food prices were predominantly
driven hy the electricity bill which was revised again by an
average 66 percent in February and the increase in the petrol
prices at the pump.

With the rupee showing signs of appreciation and also with
the slight ease seen in global commuodities prices, Sri Lanka
could see further deceleration in inflation in the menths ahead
in the absence of any major exogenous shacks.

-
Cahinet gives...

(ahinet Spakesperson Minister Bandula Gunawardana

stressed that trade agreements have hecome a necessary tool
in modem global trade to boost exports.

)
Giovernment expects...

During a tax review, it was found that the Social Security
Contribution Levy is imposed during three occasions—
purchasing paddy, production of rice and marketing.

In addition to the amount paid to the farmer for a kilo of
paddy, the paddy producers had pointed out that approximately
Rs.6-7 has heen incurred over a kilogram of rice as social
security tax apart from the additional cost that has to be home
for water, electricity, storage, transport etc. until the final
product of one kilogram of paddy is produced and handed over
1o the customer within the process of rice production,

The measure is also aimed at providing farmers a higher
price above Rs.100 per one kilogram of Nadu rice, sustaining
the maximum price for rice in the market at present.

Earlier, the Cahinet of Ministers approved a proposal to
implement a programme to distribute Nadu rice purchased by
the government among low income eamers free-of-charge.

]
Union Bank...

The bank's net interest margin, the difference between what
the bank charges for its loans and other financial assets and
what it pays for deposits and other financial liabilities, expanded
1o 4.69 percent from 353 percent last year.

As was the case with the rest of the industry, Union Bank
wasn't immune to the aftershocks of the economic crisis,
which resulted in soaring interest rates and a deteriorated
economy.

The bank set aside Rs.1.06 billion in provisions against
possible loan defaults and other losses in the quarter, up 165
percent from the same period in 2021.

Banks in Sri Lanka had to provide their highest ever
provisions last year amid higher borrowers’ inability to service
their debts and their investments in sovereign bonds following
the deht standstill announced by the government last April.

As avesult and also due to higher operating costs, Union

Bank reported tepid earnings of Rs.118.7 million or 11 cents
for the October - December quarter, compared to eamings of
Rs.170.9 million or 16 cents a share in the year earlier period.

The bottomline was assisted by fee incomes, which rase by
28 percent to Rs.345.7 million from a year ago levels, which the
bank attributed to, “increased activity from the trade husiness,
remittances, credit, and debit cards”,

The bank’s loans suffered slight de-growth when the foreign
currency translation impact was stripped ourt.

The bank reported a Stage 3 ratio, somewhat equivalent
to the gross non-performing loans of 8,19 percent, up sharply
from 4.46 percent at the start of the year.

The private equity firm Culture Financial Holdings Limited
held 70.84 percent stake in Union Bank by the end of
December 2022,

I
Merchandise exports...

Fertiliser imports also rose 285.6 percent YoY to US$
9.6 million in January.

The investment goods imports also fell 45.6 percent
YoY to US$ 198.9 million in January with lower machinery
& equipment, building material and transport equipment
imports. Meanwhile, earnings from both tourism and
workers’ remittances made positive gains in January with
tourism eamings reaching an estimated US$ 162 million
in comparison to US$ 127 million in the previous month
and US$ 152 million in the corresponding month in the
previous year. The workers’ remittances in January rose
to US$ 427 million, in comparison to US$ 259 million in the
corresponding menth in the previous year.

Total departures for foreign employment were recorded
at 24,236 during the month of January 2023, Total
departures for foreign employment comprised unskilled
(7,556), skilled (7.283) and domestic aid (6,120) categories.

Meanwhile, the Central Bank said the country’s external
foreign reserves improved to US$ 2.1 billion by the end of
January amid net absorptions.

However, this includes a swap facility from the People’s
Bank of China, equivalent to around US$ 1.4 billion, which
is subject to conditionalities on usability.




B
Bernhard Stefan
takesoveras
‘Managing Director
of Nestlé Lanka

Nestlé Lanka PLC appointed
Bernhard Stefan as its Managing
Director, effective March 1, 2023,
stcceeding Jason Avanceiia,
whose term ends on February
28, 2023, - _

Avancefia, who successfully

" led Nestlé's operations in Sri
Lanka and the Maldives through

- unprecedented challenges during
his tenure, will move on to a new
role as Managing Director of
Nestlé Pakistan and Afghanistan,
with effect from March 1, 2023,

= Joining Nestlé Lanka with over : '
22 years of experience, Stefan began his career with Nestlé
Waters in France in the field of mergers and acquisitions.

- In the years that followed, he took on various roles with
increasing responsibility in Nestlé Waters in the United
Kingdom, Germany and Switzerland, eventually becoming
Country Business Manager, Nestlé Waters Direct, in
Germany, in 2007

- Avyear later, he moved to Australia to become Head of
Route Sales and Operations for Nestlé Peters lce Cream,

a role he held for more than four years hefore moving to
the Greater China Region in 2012, to lead strategy and
business development. In 2017, he returned to Switzerland
as a Regional Manager for Zone Asia, Oceania and Africa,
supporting Greater China, South Asia Region and Nestlé
Pakistan and leading marketing, sales and ecommerce for
the Zone and lce Cream. When Nestlé created Zone Greater
China a year ago, Stefan joined the team as Zone Deputy.

- Stefan’s breadth of experience and his extensive
knowledge of the South Asia region, its challenges
and apportunities will no doubt help him to navigate
successfully in his new role as Managing Director of Nestlé
Lanka PLC. _ . -

Bernhard Stefan

StrEdge Group drives
technology consultancy
for husiness
transformation

btrEdge Advisory  StrEdge Group StrEdge Tech
CEO Sumedha Director Janaka Solutions
Wijesekera Epasinghe CEO Udaya

Samaradivakara

The impact of digital transformation in
business is overwhelming, driving businesses to
be more competitive in local and international
markets. Nevertheless, certain gaps in terms of
technology transformation and lack of internal
and external resources to identify the required
technology needs leave many businesses, largely
SMEs and mid-corporates striving to reach the
next level.

StrEdge Group is positioned to offer
consultancy for need assessment before hiring
a technology company for a solution. Armed
with expertise in multiple segments of business,
StrEdge helps businesses identify their need first
and then explore best-suited and cost-effective
technology solutions in the market.

“Need identification is fundamental in all tech
solutions and once the need of each business is
identified, business owners can find suitable
tech-vendors out in the market independently,”
said StrEdge Tech Solutions CEO Udaya
Samaradivakara.

The contribution of SMEs to the Sri Lankan
economy is enormous, yet the lack of knowledge
to identify the technology requirements for the
current and future business needs of their own,
leave many businesses challenged, stifling their
technological growth and true potential.

“As a home-grown company exposed to best
global practices, our consultants and business
analysts are geared to assist businesses to address
this gap and thereby give more muscle to SMEs,
which play a critical role in our economy,” said
Samaradivakara.

The Technology Need Analysis Consultation
Package focusing on SMEs and mid-corporates
is specially designed to ascertain the technology
requirement in moving from their current state to
the future desired state. This analysis will provide
an in-depth study and guidance for businesses to
raise a RFP for them to go to the market and hire
a suitable technology solution. This package will
also highlight the current gaps in the processes
and gaps in HR, which will be challenging for
technology implementation.

The competency and experience of StrEdge as
a consultancy group offering holistic solutions,
has enabled businesses to align their processes
and people for an effective digital transformation.
The StrEdge approach will certainly increase the
ROI on the potential investments in technology,
especially in SMEs and mid-corporates, said
StrEdge Group Director Janaka Epasinghe.

“We, as a group, at all times offer the 360-view
in all what we do for the optimal outcome, ™ said
StrEdge Advisory CEO Sumedha Wijesekera,
who went on to note that this approach would
help businesses make empowered decisions in
their ‘business transformation’ journey.

“This helps our economy grow to greater
heights, which can be considered one of the most
important national needs at this hour,” concludes
Wijesekera.
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LOLC in epochal mission to support

“the LOLC group commenced the ‘Divi
Saviya’ programme to carry out a
.. meaningful mission for the needy

people of the nation, who were severely

affected by the economic recession that
brought the country into a crisis, with the
global epidemic.

The launch was marked with the theme
‘Jeewithaya Dinanata’ (To Win Life). The
humanitarian mission was spread to the
10 corners of the country, targeting the
people who looked at life indifferently,
with income deprivation and with no means
of livelihood. The project, which was a
tremendous force to quench the hunger
of millions of low-income people, who
were oppressed in the 25 districts, was

education

TR

implemented through four phases.

LOLC is now on another epochal mission
for the children of the country. Assembling
the path to another colossal foundation
of upliftment, targeting humanity for the
next generation of the country, LOLC Divi
Saviya ‘Daye Daruwange Anagathaya
Wenuwen’ (For The Future Of The
Children) was conceptualised to support the
most deserving schools and students of the
country.

Through this project, the yearly
requirements of exercise books, school
bags, water bottles and other stationery
such as pens, pencils, colour boxes,
mathematic toolboxes, etc. will be provided
to schoolchildren from grades one to 13

of schoolchildren

islandwide, in a sequential order. For the
initial phase of the project, 2671 schools
with less than 100 children have been
identified.

The ceremonial launch of the event
took place yesterday, at the Excel World.
For the inception of the project, seven
selected schools from Colombo and its
suburbs were invited. LOLC Holdings PLC
Group Managing Director/CEO Kapila
Jayawardena together with Education
Ministry Secretary Nihal Ranasinghe
symbolically handed over the book packs to
children during the course of the event.

Jayawardena stated, “The after effects
and potential impact of hardships that the
nation is going through, which may reflect

on the next generation of the country is
alarming. At a point, where education is
neglected from basic households, due to
extreme insufficiencies and deprivation,
LOLC has created this substantial
social assistance to recuperate the future
generation of Sri Lanka.

Understanding the responsibility of a
corporate, the flag of life that empowers ou]
children is now raised by LOLC, through
Divi Saviya. This in turn would develop
a society that would respect others’ rights
and fundamental freedom. We believe
this project will provide them a right to
education, a hope and a vision to develop
themselves, to their fullest potential.”

PIX BY KITHSIRI DE MEL

Sithara wins at CNCI Achiever Awards

Sithara Limited Director Chayanka Wickremesinghe and CEO T.A. Pullenayegam obtain honour with senior management team

Sithara Limited, the leading
printing ink manufacturer in Sri
Lanka, recently won the Merit
award in the extra-large category,
national level, manufacturing
sector, at the annual CNCI
Achiever Awards 2022, organised
by the Ceylon National Chamber
of Industries (CNCI).

Sithara Limited Director
Chayanka Wickremesinghe
acknowledged the award on
behalf of the organisation.
President Ranil Wickremesinghe
was the chief guest of the event.
The CNCI Achiever Awards
was established to boost the
industrial sector in the country

by recognising and rewarding
industrialists who excel in their
businesses.

“It’s a great privilege for us to
be awarded by the CNCI for the
good work that our team is doing
day in and day out. At a time
when we are both approaching
six decades of a leading
presence in the industry and
also navigating through global
challenges, it’s a testament of our
team’s resilience to not only be
steady but also continue finding
growth opportunities in a highly
competitive industry. We are very
proud to be a truly Sri Lankan
company in an industry with

large global players and to be
moving ahead with a clear vision
for success,” said Chayanka.
Sithara Limited was
established in 1964 by Esmond
Wickremesinghe and over the
years has grown to be an industry
leader. Sithara is committed to
providing its customers with the
best quality products and the
company has received the ISO
9001:2015 quality certification.
In addition, Sithara is one
of the few companies in the
world which are certified by
TUV Austria to manufacture
compostable inks for packaging.

10 Global-UoK partner to launch

Sri Lanka I]igil Readiness Index

From left: Prof. B. Wanninayake, B. Emmanuel, Dr. N. Fernando, Dr. A. Medis, Senior Prof. N. De Silva, N.A. Cader, M. Ishaq,
A.Irfan and H. Hewavisenti

1Q Global, Sri Lanka’s
first and only business design
company, recently announced its
partnership with the University
of Kelaniya (UoK), to promote
and grow awareness about the
necessity of business design and
digital transformation within
modern businesses using Sri
Lanka’s Digital Readiness Index.

The announcement took place
recently at Movenpick Hotel
under the patronage of esteemed
guests that include UoK Vice
Chancellor Senior Professor
Nilanthi De Silva.

The curated index will
evaluate, prepare and inform
participants of tools that will

help them effectively manage
and assimilate into the modern
marketplace to overcome the
challenges businesses face with
automation, artificial intelligence
and big data.

The launch of the Digital
Readiness Index, Developed
by IQ Global and validated by
the UoK, will be the first of its
kind in the region. Innovation
and digital readiness has been
a dormant concept for most
organisations in the region, with
most resting on their established
laurels for decades. In more
developed corners of the globe,
indexes have already been
established to gauge innovation

and digital readiness and
have therefore acted on those
indications to tackle the digital
paradigm shift we currently find
ourselves in.

Using the statistics and
analyses derived from the Sri
Lanka Digital Readiness Index,
tailored sessions will focus on
the change in traditional business
development and marketing
processes and discuss how
real-time consumer insights
and data-driven, personalised
needs fulfilment are impacting
the fundamental delivery of
goods and services to future
proof businesses and seamlessly
transition into the digital space.

Sri Lanka’s ICT sector
receives high honours at Asia
Pacific ICT Awards 2022

Every year, the Chartered Institute for IT
(BCS) nominates the Mational |CT Awards
- NBQSA winners to represent the nation at
the Asia Pacific |CT Awards, organised by
the Asia Pacific ICT Alliance (APICTA).

This year, the Asia Pacific IGT Awards
was held in Islamabad, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka was represented by a large number of
National IGT Awards winners and six Young
Scientists Competition (YCS) nominees
selected by the Federation of Information
Technelogy Industry Sri Lanka (FITIS).

The Sri Lankan contingent achieved great
success at the Asia Pacific ICT Awards,
taking the fifth overall position winning
one trophy and six merit awards out of
216 nominees from 16 APICTA member
countries. The Merit award winners included
Cyber Labs Services - TestMyUsers,
Informatics Institute of Technology -

Planet Hunters, Airplate, FONIX Software
Solutions (Pvt.) Ltd - ExamHub Sri Lanka
and Eduscope Private Limited - Eduscope
Unified Media Station (UMS). The Provincial
Department of Education, Sabaragamuwa
-Education Management Information
System (SipThathu) wen the most sorted-
after APICTA Trophy. The Trophy Award
winner and other Merit award winners
were nominated by BCS from the National
ICT Awards - NBQSA 2022 while a Merit
award winner of the school category was a

student from Royal College, Colomho 7, who
was nominated from the Young Scientists
Competition organised by FITIS.

Vajeendra S. Kandegamage, Chairman,
BCS, the chartered institute for IT, Sri
Lanka, shared his thoughts, “It is wonderful
to see such a vast number of participants
from Sri Lanka at the Asia Pacific ICT
Awards. It is a great representation of
how innovative and inventive Sri Lanka
is, in terms of |CT, especially given the
challenges we face at present as a nation.
| would like to congratulate all the winners
and the participants and | wish them
great success in the future. | would also
like to thank all the nominees and EXCO
members who were able to travel to
Pakistan, despite the challenges they faced
in doing so”’

The APICTA is an association of [CT
communities nominated by member
economies, including Australia,
Bangladesh, Brunei, China, Chinese
Taipei, Hong Keng, Indonesia, Japan,
Macao, Malaysia, Myanmar, Pakistan,
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Vietnam, who came together to form a
regional association to promote technology
innovation and encourage the development
of indigenous IGT solutiens for the global
market via an annual awards programme in
the Asia Pacific region.
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"WHOLESOME" SOUTH
KOREAN REALITY TV
PROVES A GLOBAL HIT

The challenge is straight from
Greek mythology: hold a boulder aloft
as long as possible. Korean car dealer
Jo Jin-hyeong lasted over two hours,
captivating global audiences in a
reality show that could signal a new
K-culture export success. "Physical:
100", the new Netflix show that gym
buff Jo competed in, featured 100
men and women in prime physical
condition, including South Korea's ex-
Olympians and former special forces
soldiers, performing absurdly difficult
challenges. AFP
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RUBEN OSTLUND TO
HEAD CANNES JURY

Swedish director Ruben
Ostlund, a two-time winner of the
Palme d’Or, will be jury president
at this year's Cannes Film Festival
in May, organisers announced
Tuesday. Ostlund, 48, won the
festival’s top prize last year for
“Triangle of Sadness™, which left
audiences squirming over its biting
exploration of class divisions on a
cruise ship, and extended display
of extreme sea sickness. AFP

SHOP IN TOWN
AND @ PRICES THAT WILL AMAZE YOU

Josceph Louis
G A L L E R Y

51,53, Dickmans Road,
Celombeo 5.

Tel: 2598888/ 2598889
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WHERE NAEMORIES BECOME ART

THE BEA
WOMAN

Audrey Hepburn wrote this revealing
her beauty secrets which was read out
at her funeral. "If you want attractive
lipsspeak words of kindness. To have
beautiful eyes, look at the beautiful things
in‘people.To stay slim, share your ‘meals: way she arranges her hair. The beauty of
with the hungry.To have beautiful hair; let - -a woman is-geen In her-eyes, for it's the
a child put her hands on it every day. To door to her heart, the source of her love.
have good maintenance, walk knowing: The beauty of a woman:is not:in-her
that you are never alone. People. more . .make up, but in the true beauty of her
than objects, need to be repaired.tamed, soul. The tendermess she gives, the
revived, reclaimed and saved, never reject . love, the passion she expresses.
anyone. Think about it if you everneed a = The beatity of 4 wonian
helping hand; you'll find one at the-end of - - develops with age.”

HER DEATH LEAVES
A VOID IN ME

My week began in deep
shock and inconsolable
sorrow,when [ heard that my
close, dear friend of over 60
years had passed away. The
shock was greater as I had
spoken to her the evening
before she died,
she told me she
had a cold and sore
throat, I asked her
to rest, not to talk,
She insisted on
sending me dinner
from the Galle Face

BUDK |

BY RIHAAB MOWLANA

each armh. As you grow oldert you realise”
. youhave two hands; the:-one for-helping

yourself, the other for helping others in.
- need.The beauty of a woman is notin

the clothes she wears, her face or the

PRESERVE Youn Spscm FLDWERS & BOUQUETS

If you would like to get in touch
to feature books or book-related
events, drop me an email at

lifedm123@gmail.com

= U112 448844
0777733175 §

g, 182,8ir James Peiris Mw, Colombo (2.
3?,: Branches- Nugegeda, Kandy
E Mail - kentframes@gmai.com

- Non Fiction Reference

When Sanjeev was bom,
they sent the car for me to
come to hospital and I always
tell Sanjeev that I was the first
to see him outside the family.
We spoke to each other often
on the phone, she was most

concemed about
: my health problems
always praying for
me. I have so many
happy memories
of time spent with
both of them at the
GFH, in their home

- Available at Sarasavi Booksho
- Nugegada, No. 2 Samudradevi

COMMEMORATION
CEREMONY

On cash
7 purchases 0 7 purchases
onall ' 0 \ onall

available* j [ available® Hotel, but I declined and Mavis asking
as [didn't want me to dance with This year the
her to worry about Cyril when she Commemoration

me. [ first met Mavis - wanted to have a ceremony for

* Fiction:

Non Fiction

DECEPTIONS

EVIERIC CHALINE

‘No matter the period or place,
the religion or ideology, individuals
and institutions have schemed
and scammed their way into
positions of power and wealth,

- taking full advantage of man's
unique capacity for believing
almost anything. History's _
Greatest Deceptions chronicles
the 50 most remarkable tales of
fraud and forgery. This beautifully
presented volume, which includes
over 80 photographs, paintings,
and illustrations, shines a light
on the compelling personalities
inside the stories.

Available at Bookland,
45!1_Marine Drive, Colombo 6

Takethe
Book Nook
withyouand
.avall ycurself of a

on cash

hook only.

items at the Bookland
*including the books featured

HISTORY'S GREATEST

SRI LANKA -

[3l7 CHANDRABHANU
SAMARAWEERA

- Ever wondered where you
can find facts on eminent
Sti Lankan personalities

- of the recent past? Well,
look no further. Veteran
journalist Chandrabhanu
Samaraweera’s significantly

revised version of this book
sees him producing a bumper:
volume featuring biographical
sketches of 400 Sri Lankans
from Aviators and Artistes to
Merchants and Magicians to

- Surgeons and Statesmen.

Available at Bookland, -
45/1 Marine Drive, Colombo 6

Take the ‘
Book Nook
‘withyouand
avail yours eLf nt a

WHDS WHO OF

items at the Bookland
*including the books featured

one of Sri Lanka's

great beauties through her

late husband Cyril when he
was courting her. I promoted
the romance as I felt she was
the right one for him, wasn’t
interested in his wealth as she
had her own and loved him for
himself. When she accepted his
proposal, he drove her straight
to my house to tell me, the first
outside their families to be told.

- A memorial service
for the Late Lilanthi
Goonewardene organized
by her friends was at the
Ladies College Chapel. It

- was a fitting thanksgiving
service for one who gave
all her time to reaching out
to others. She founded 1LC
Cares for past pupils of LC
and the Community Kitchen

_in Bloemandhal which feeds

Aﬁ exceptmna. e

break. Her death
leaves a void in my life which
will never be filled. I can think
of no better words to describe
Mavis than the following from
Lord Byron's famous poer.
‘She walks in beauty like the
night of cloudless climes and
starry skies. And all that's
best of dark and bright meet
in her aspect and her eyes’.
May she rest in Peace.

mothers and cmldren m

need. The most touching
tribute to Lilanthi came from
her cousin Nelum who was
very close to her and read
messages from other cousins
too and from friends Preethi
Adhihetty and Niurupa, a
friend from childhood. Lili was
an exceptional person in more
ways than one and will be

- missed by family and friends.

the late Charles
Henry de Soysa’s
birth anniversary
will only be the
Garlanding of
the statue at De
Soysa Circus on
the 3rd March.
There will be

no meeting or
fellowship.The
money spent for
this will be used
to buy shoes for
poor students at
Prince of Wales
College who are unable to attend school for
lack of shoes. All descendants who would
like to contribute towards this please do as
our revered ancestor would want us to do it.
The amount required for each pair of shoes
is Rs 4000/ and should be sent to Prince of
Wales College 0ld Boys Association Sampath
Bank 003160000030 Moratuwa Branch.

My brother Wij and wife Irmi are here
on vacation from the icy climes of Zurich
where they live. My daughter and I had
dinner with them, and we talked about both
old times in our childhood, our parents, all
they did for us and amusing incidents too,
like when my paternal uncle Ted, who was
tough unlike my much gentler father, had to
use fisticuffs on their stepfather for holding
back their own money to prevent my father
from going to the UK for medical studies.

INGREDIENTS
¢ 6 SLICES Ham
¢ ] tsp ground

® 6 firm bananas
peeled

mustard e 3/4 pint white
cheese sauce
METHOD
1. Spread each 2. Place in dish
ham slice with pour sauce
mustard and over and bake
wrap a banana for 10 mins.

in each.
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