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Father sends video
of him abusing

one-and-a-half
year old daughter

He was

trying to
extort money
from mother
who works
overseas

Afather in Bakamoona, Matale was arrested after
he had allegedly sent videos of himself abusing his
one-and-a-half year old daughter in an attempt to
extort money from his wife who is working overseas.

The father
had allegedly
abused the child
after taking her
away from her
grandmother,
~who was her
guardian, Police
Spokesperson SSP
‘Nihal Thalduwa
said.
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GAZETTE ISSUED BY DISTRICT
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LG POLLS
ON APRIL 25

@ Government Printer agrees to print o/ AITHSRMARDANA
postal ballot papers within five dasys and TRZt?.'ri‘i’,!f_{omce,s
other ballot papers within 20 to 25 days 01 fespetive

have issued gazette

e The EC said in a statement that Senior ot oldthe
DIG (Elections) has agreed to assign the
required number of police personnel

Local Government election
on April 25,2023, as per

during the printing of ballot papers as

requested by the Government Printer

MAN GETS JAIL
1EEM FOR

1

announced yesterday.
SEERESTOF THE STORY DN AZ D>

Elections Commission
& g A

® The suspect had stolen the
commode used in a home for the
aged in Rathgama

£7D.6.SUGATHAPALA &
Asuspect who stood charged with stealing a ‘
toilet commode and retaining the stolen goeds was

sentenced to three years rigorous imprisonment under
the two charges and fined Rs.3,000 by Galle Chief

Magistrate Isuru Nettikumara.  FITSIEIEITITE

SRI LANKAN RUPEE

DEPRECIATES
AGAINST USD

/7 DARSHANA SANJEEWA BALASURIYA

The Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) which has been
appreciating against the USD and other major
currencies since last week has depreciated
against the US Dollar (USD) yesterday compared
to Thursday’s buying and selling rates of the

Central Bank. SEE REST OF THE STORY N &2 D>

ONE DEAD, TWO
INIURED IN HEAD-
ON COLLISION

7 KRISHAN JEEWAKA JAYARUK
One died,and two others
were injured in a head-on
collision between a lorry
and a trishaw at Nadugala
in Matara last morning.
he deceased and the
injured were passengers of
he trishaw and members
of one family including
husband wife and their son.

[Ehis
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INDIVIDUAL ARRESTED
Lawyer - HOEDRNG EOy
disharred
by Supreme Court

/1 DAYARATNE EMBOGAMA
An individual who used a friend’s driving licence to drive lorries all over
For professional misconduct
17 LAKMAL SODRIYAGODA

the country for several years was arrested by Oyamaduwa Police.

SEEREST OF THE STORY ON A2 D>
The Supreme Court yesterday issued a
rule for the removal of a lawyer from the
position of an Attorney-at-Law after he was
found quilty of professional misconduct.

SEEREST OF THE STORY ONA2 D>

PUCSL Chairman
challenges recent

electricity
tariff hike

{1 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

The Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka (PUCSL) Chairman Janaka Ratnayake
yesterday filed a Fundamental Rights (FR)
application challenging the electricity

tariff hike. SEEREST OF THE STORY ON A2 D

i Demand
for essentials as
prices drop

People seen buying essential goods at a market in Colombo yesterday. Due to the
rise of the Sri Lankan rupee against the US dollar, the price of many goods in the
market had dropped. The price of gold has also fallen due to this reason.

PIC BY PRADEEP PATHIRANA.

Namal appointed Chairman
of Oversight Committee on
International Relations

@ The chairmanship was previously held by
Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

SLPP MP Namal Rajapaksa has been appointed
Chairman of the Oversight Committee on International
Relations, Parliament media unit said. Commenting on
the appointment on Twitter, MP Rajapaksa said he was
honoured to be appointed to the post.

LG polls

GOVT. REQUESTS
NOT TO ACT ON SC
INTERIM ORDER

27 AJITH SIRIWARDANA AND
YOHAN PERERA

State Minister of Finance Shehan
Semasinghe requested Deputy
Speaker to advice relevant authorities
not to proceed and take any action

Supreme Court with regard to the
Local Government election until the
Parliamentary Committee on Ethics
and Privileges concludes its hearing
on the privilege issue raised by MP
Premnath C.Dolawatte.

E2 Follow us on @dailymirror_SL

on the interim order given by the SEERESTOFTHESTORY DN A2 D>

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A2

@) Follow us on@dailymirrorlk

Stepmom remanded
for assaulting girl
while father abroad

7 DARSHANA SANJEEWA BALASURIYA

A 39-year-old woman was
arrested by the Ragama Police
over the brutal assault of a
17-year-old girl in Ragama, Police
Spokesman SSP Nihal Thalduwa
said. It is reported that the woman
in question is the stepmother of
the girl and her father had gone

abroad. e

® The father
who installed
a CCTVin the
house helped
police arrest
the woman

CID TEAM TO LFAVE
FOR MADAGASCAR

to repatriate "Harak Kata“ and ‘Kudu Salindu’

Ateam from the Criminal Investigations Department (CID) is scheduled
to travel to Madagascar to bring two notorious underworld criminals
Nadun Chinthaka Wickramaratne alias ‘Harak Kata’ and Salindu Malshitha
Gunaratne alias ‘Kudu Salindu’ who were arrested by security authorities in

Madagascar recently. SEE REST OF THE STORYON A2 D>

MAUSSAKELLERESERVOIR
DWINDLING DUETO
PREVAILING DROUGHT

i GAMINI BANDARA ILANGATILLEKA

The Maussakelle Reservoir has been
fast dwindling due to the prevailing
drought in the central hills. The Engineers
in Charge said the water level in the

® The Engineers
in Charge said
the water level
in the reservoir

reservoir stood 53ft below the spill level
tslﬁgogp?ﬁfltet\)[eell? w by last morning.

STOCK OF AMMUNITION SEIZED,
TWO SUSPECTS ARRESTED

® 158 rods of gelignite, ! SITHUMCHATURANEA

200 electric A consignment of ammunition

detonators and 160 smuggled from India was seized
in transit and two suspects were

ft of server cords. arrested by Mannar Police on

The contraband Thursday night (9) during a raid in

was hidden undera Pallimunaiin Mannar.

stock of fish

LEGISLATURE CHALLENGING
SCINTERIM ORDER

Judiciary may take drastic step: Opposition

® MP Hakeem said 5/ YOHAN PERERA AND AUITH SIRIWARDANA
challenging SCs The Judiciary may take a drastic step
decision and if the legislature takes action against
preventing the _ itwithregard to the order issued by
implementation of its  Sypreme Courts to Finance Secretary
ruling would create  and other officers to allocate funds for
an unwanted conflict the local government election,Members
between the judiciary of Opposition argued in Parliament

and the legislature yesterday. SEEREST OF THE STORY ON 12 D>
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over in two

/1 YOHAN PERERA AND ATH SIRIWARDANA

for salaries and pensions,” he said.

weeks: Minister

The shortage of medicines in Sri Lanka will
end in two weeks, Minister of Health Keheliya
Rambukwella informed Parliament yesterday.

The Minister said the Ministry has been able to
purchase 81 out of 151 medicines which were in
short supply by Thursday. “The Finance Ministry
had given priority to the health sector when it
comes to state spending after allocating funds

“There is no truth in halting surgeries in state
hospitals as all emergency surgeries are being
carried out while no emergency operations
such as hernia operations have been postponed.

Dail
edicine
shortage

to assign the

police personnel during the printing
of ballot papers as requested by the
Government Printer.

The officials of the Power and
Energy Ministry and Ceylon

£ www.facebook.com/Dailymirroronline
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® Power and Energy Ministry and Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) have agreed to provide the
required fuel stocks as requested by the EC

It said the Government Printer
agreed to print and submit the postal
ballot papers within five days and other
ballot papers within 20 to 25 days.

The EC said in a statement that
Senior DIG (Elections) has agreed

Petroleum Corporation (CPC) have
agreed to provide the required fuel
stocks as requested by the EC within
the next few days.

The Commission said these
agreements were reached during a
mecting with relevant state institutions
to remove the obstacles to holding
the election as per the Supreme Court
interim order.

Individual arrested for driving
lorry using friend’s licence

The 28-year-old driver from
Kurunegala had been employed
by a private company dealing with
veterinary drugs. Police said they
arrested the suspect driver who was
on his way back after delivering
drugs in several areas including
Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Jaffna.

He was not in possession of his
national identity card to prove his
identity at the time of arrest.

Under interrogation, he stated

that his driving licence had expired,
and he used a friend’s licence.

A senior police official said the
suspect would be liable to legal
action for driving a lorry without a
valid driving licence and misusing
another individual’s licence.

OIC Traffic K.D.S.
Disanayake is conducting further
investigations on the instructions
of OIC Oyamaduwa Police 1P
Dimutu Gunasekara.

The deceased Devalamulla
Hewage Malkanthi (48) was
the mother of three children.
Her husband, a retired disabled
soldier, who had driven the
trishaw and their son received
injuries, and they were admitted
to Matara General Hospital.

One dead, two injured in head-on collision

Investigations revealed that
the lorry had entered the main
road haphazardly and bumped
against the trishaw.

OIC Traffic Samarawickrama
and PC 97809 Vishmika
conducted investigations.

. Name-W.D. R.W. Kumara Bank- Sampath

Bank
A/CNo-1026 5252 2076 Branch-
Panadura SuEer Branch

Contact Mr C

athura Prashanga-

0701724903 and Mr Dilshan Perera-
0775564403 for more information.

Govt. requests not to act on SC interim order

Raising a privilege issue,
the Minister told Parliament
that it is a serious offence to
implement the interim order
before hearing the privilege
issue by the Parliamentary
Committee on Ethics
and Privileges.

He said the letter sent

by the Chairman of the
Elections Commission to
the Finance Ministry with
regard to the Interim order
has further breached the
privileges of the members
of Parliament and requested
the Deputy Speaker to refer
the letter to the Committee

on Ethics and Privileges and
conduct an inquiry.

Leader of the Opposition
Sajith Premadasa and the
SJB MPs who opposed the
move alleged that this move
is a part of a conspiracy
to postpone the local
government polls.

Legislature challenging SC interim order

“Don’t think the Judiciary
will keep quiet if you try to
inflict undue influence,” Chief
Opposition Whip Lakshman
Kiriella told Parliament.
He said this in response to
a privilege issue raised by
State Minister of Finance
Shehan Semasinghe under
which he requested them
the legislature to take some
action to prevent the spending

of funds for the local polls
till the privilege committee
looks into the issue raised by
MP Premnath Dolawatte who
said earlier that the Supreme
Court order had violated the
privileges of Parliament.
MP Rauff Hakeem said
challenging the Supreme Court
decision and preventing the
implementation of its ruling
would create an unwanted

conflict between the judiciary
and the legislature.

MP Dolawatte who
responded to the opposition
during the latter half of
Parliament sessions said he
is very well aware of what
he is doing. “I am aware of
what I say and do in and out
of Parliament as I have given
careful thought to what [ am
doing,” he said.

Stock of ammunition seized, two suspects arrested

It included 158 rods
of gelignite, 200 electric
detonators and 160 fi of server
cords. The lorry transporting
the stock of contraband hidden
under a stock of fish was seized
during the raid. Investigations
revealed that the suspects were

transporting it to Narammala
in the Kurunegala area, but the
purpose for which it was to be
used had not been revealed by
the suspects.

The two suspects 35 and 54
years of age were residents
of Narammala area, and they

were to be produced before the
Mannar Magistrate yesterday.

A police team under OIC
Mannar Division Crime
Investigation  Unit SI
Jayawardene and Sergeant
36501 Ratnamalala had carried
out the raid.

Namal appointed Chairman of Qversight
Committee on International Relations

Meanwhile, MP Chamal Rajapaksa was

Privilege committee was previously held

appointed chairman of the Committee on by Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.
Privileges and Ethics. The chairmanship of

Stepmom remanded for assaulting girl while father abroad

He said an investigation
was launched after several
complaints were lodged
with Ragama Police over the
incident captured on CCTV
and shared on social media.

The spokesman said the

father had installed the CCTV
in the house so that he could
view its footage from abroad.
It had helped the police to
arrest the woman over the
brutal assault of the girl.

He said the suspect, the

stepmother of the girl, aresident
of Ragama, has been remanded
until March 24 after being
produced before the Welisara
Magistrate’s Court. The girl had
been admitted to the hospital for
a medical examination.

Sri Lankan Rupee depreciates against USD

According to the Central Bank, yesterday’s
buying rate of the USD was Rs. 311.62 while
the selling rate was Rs. 328.90.

Rs. 325.52.

The buying rate of the USD reached Rs.
307.36 yesterday while the selling rate was

The five hydropower
complexes of Laxapana, New
Laxapana, Polpitiya, Canyon
and Wimalasurendra are
fed mainly by Maussakelle

& Follow us on@dailymirrorlk

CONTD.
FROM PAGE 1

Maussakelle Reservoir dwindling
lue to prevailing drought

and Castlereagh reservoirs.

Several buildings including
temples and Kovils in the old
Maskeliya town that had gone
under the reservoir have emerged.

Lawyer disharred by Supreme Court

Dr. Lakshman Lucian de Silva
Weerasena a Medical Practitioner
by profession had complained to
the Registrar of the Supreme Court
by way of an affidavit against the
Attorney-at-Law namely Jayantha
Attanayake and his wife regarding
a series of transactions, that had
taken place between 05.10.1992
and 01.08.1996 with regard to a
property situated at Lauries Road,
Colombo 04.

The Supreme Court issued a rule
ordering the respondent lawyer’s
name to be struck off the Roll of
Attorney-at-Law.

“There is no doubt that the
conduct of the respondent has
brought the legal profession
into disrepute and it is plainly
dishonourable, disgraceful, and
unworthy of an Attorney-at-
Law. Hence, it is clear that the
respondent has also breached
Rules 60 and 61 of the Supreme
Court (Conduct and Etiquette
for Attorney-at-Law) Rules

19887, the Supreme Court held.

The Supreme Court three-
judge-bench comprised Justices
Vijith Malalgoda, Murdu
Fernando and S. Thurairaja.

The inquiry into the complaint
was commenced before the
Supreme Court after issuing the
rule for the alleged misconduct
against both Attorneys at Law.
However, the second respondent,
the wife of Jayantha Attanayake
had passed away during the
pendency of the proceedings.

It was alleged that two
respondents had fraudulently
attested five deeds with the
intention of depriving the lawful
heirs of the Estate of the late Agnes
Georgiana Fonseka, the owner of
the property, who died intestate.

It was alleged that the first
respondent had committed
malpractice within the ambit of
section 42 (2) of the Judicature
Act No 2 of 1978 which renders,)
unfit to remain an Attorney at Law.

CID team to leave for Madagascar

The security authorities in
Madagascar arrested eight persons
including ‘Harak Kata’ and ‘Kudu
Salindu’ at Ivato International
Airport in Madagascar on March 1.

It is said that among the arrested
was a Malagasy woman who
claims to be Harak Kata’s wife.

According to the LEXPRESS
report, five people including Harak
Kata arrived at the country’s
Nosy Be International Airport on
February 12 in a private jet. They
had later travelled to Antananarivo
Airport on a domestic flight the
following day.

According to media reports, they
were arrested on March 1st when
they were leaving Madagascar.

Atthe time of arrest, Harak Kata
had posed as a rich businessman
on a business trip. The rest of the
group including Kudu Salindu
had posed as bodyguards of Harak
Kata. They had stayed at two hotels
in Ivato and Ambohimangakely.

Following their stay, the group
was dropped off at the airport in
two luxury cars.

According to the orders
obtained from the Sri Lankan
courts and police reports
INTERPOL has issued red notices
against underworld criminals
including Harak Kata.

The Madagascar police officers
had recognized the drug traffickers
from the red notices issued by the
INTERPOL and arrested them at
the airport.

According to the INTERPOL
red notice, the Madagascar
police officers have clearly
identified only Harak Kata and
after questioning, Kudu Salindu
who had posed as Harak Kata’s
bodyguard has been identified.

At that time of the arrest, the
authorities found more than 38
million in Madagascar local
currency in the possession of the
woman who claimed to be the wife
of Harak Kata.

Harak Kata who operates
his drug syndicate in Dubai,
Malaysia, Singapore, Seychelles,
the Maldives and Madagascar
was previously arrested at the
Dubai International Airport in
August 2022.

However, he had changed his
name to Herath Dissanayakage
Roshan Isanka in the passport
which was found on him when
in Dubai.

Dubai Police had released
Harak Kata on October 03, 2022
as they were unable to complete
the legal matters pertaining to
his deportation.

PUCSL Chairman challenges
recent electricity tariff hike

‘While issuing a statement,
he said the application is both
in his capacity as an electricity
consumer and in the public interest,
especially in the interest of those
falling within the lowest brackets
of units consumed, who are the
hardest hit by the tariff hike. The
basis of the challenge is twofold.

He mentioned in his statement
that he challenged the process by
which the PUCSL has purportedly
approved the tariff hike proposed
by the CEB contrary to established
legal procedures.

The approval of the PUCSL
is a necessary requirement for a
change in tariffs, and Ratnayake
said that there was no such lawful
approval of the Commission given
to the proposal.

He also claims that the purported
approval given by the Commission
is an unlawful decision of three of
the Members and not a decision
of the Commission.

The second basis of the
challenge is that the PUCSL is

duty-bound to ensure that the
interests of all citizens are met
when approving a change in tariffs.
A tariff that disproportionately,
affects those within lower usage
brackets would put those at the
lowest income levels at rigk of
‘de-electrification,” making even
the limited units of electricity
consumed by them for basic
necessities inaccessible, the
statement said.

Ratnayake explains in his
petition that the most economically
generated hydropower-based
electricity alone (approximately
4,400 GWh) would be more than
sufficient to service all domestic
consumers within the 0-30, 31-60
and 61-90 bands, with a significant
portion of such electricity
remaining for distribution among
other categories.

Thus, it is unreasonable that
consumers within these brackets
are made to pay the price of
electricity generated at a much
higher cost.

Man gets jail term for
stealing commode

He was sentenced to further six
month imprisonment in default of
the fine. The suspect Thommadura
Sudeah Pushpakumara (37) was a
resident of Rathgama. Police told

court that the suspect had stolen
the commode used in a home for
the aged in Rathgama area which
had been dismantled to be fitted
in another location.
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any battles were fought

during the long war between

the Sri Lankan armed forces

and the Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
Among these was the five-day battle fought
at Ananthapuram in the Mullaitheevu District
from March 31 to April 4, 2009.

The LTTE suffered huge losses with 625
Tigers cadres including many commanders
being killed. It was a defining moment in the
war as the military debacle at Ananthapuram
sealed the fate of the LTTE. Six weeks later
the war ended conclusively with the military
defeat of the LTTE in the Mullivaaikkaal
area.

LTTE Supremo Veluppillai Prabhakaran
himself was killed in the Nandhikkadal
lagoon area.

The protracted war between the Sri Lankan
armed forces and the LTTE began to take
a qualitatively different turn from 2007
onwards.

The Tigers, though a guerrilla organisation
had been engaging in positional warfare for
a long by capturing and retaining territory
like a conventional military.

However, the LTTE began losing territory
gradually from 2007 with the Sri Lankan
Army advancing and the Tigers retreating.
The fall of Paranthan in December 2008
was a major turning point. Paranthan’s
fall was followed by Kilinochchi and then
Elephant Pass in January 2009. Even after
losing the Jaffna-Kandy Road or the A-9
highway and all areas to its west, the LTTE
was yet confident of withstanding the SL
Army for a much longer period in areas
east of the A-9 highway.

The final option was to ‘carve’ out an area
of about 350-450 sq. km in the Mullaitheevu
District with access to the coast and then
defend it strenuously.

On April 3rd a sizable number
of cadres led by Col. Bhanu
succeeded in breaking through
the military cordon and
escaping to safety

But the rapid progress of the Army
during this phase took the LTTE hy surprise.
Within a relatively quick period, the various
ilitary divisions and task forces had made
weeping strides into Tiger territory.

As a result, the LTTE and hundreds of
thousands of civilians were boxed into a
small space that kept on shrinking as the
Army began advancing.

The military juggernaut rolled forward
relentlessly and the Tigers and Tamil
civilians were confined to a small littoral
strip of territory located between the A-35
highway (Paranthan-Mullaitheevu
road) and the Nanthikadal and
Chalai lagoons on one side
and the Indian Ocean on
the other. Soldiers from
five divisions and three
Special Forces besieged
the LTTE. The Tigers tried §
desperately to break out of
this encirclement and drive
the forces back.

The LTTE registered
a minor success in late
February 2009 when it
launched a counter-strike led
by senior commanders Sornam
and Lawrence.

The LTTE pushed SLA soldiers back by
about 600-700 metres from their forward
defence line positions and then proceeded
to the north for about eight km.

LR |
PUTHUKUDIYIRUPPU
AGA DIVISION

The SLA soldiers however rallied and
fought back in early March. They compelled
the Tigers to retreat and regained their
original positions in the Puthukudiyiruppu
AGA Division of the Mullaitheevu District.
Thereafter it was a stand-off with the
LTTE being in defence mode.

It was in this situation that the LTTE
planned to launch a massive
counter-offensive against the
armed forces. The idea was
to conduct a meticulously
planned multi-pronged
operation that would
deliver a crippling blow
to the security forces.
Several top Tiger
leaders including
its northern military
commander Veluppillai
Baheerathakumar alias
Theepan were holed up
in Ananthapuram busily
planning a major counter-attack
on the armed forces.
Ananthapuram is situated along
the Puthukudiyiruppu -Iranappaalai-
Puthumaathalan roads The road to
Tranappaalai proceeds eastwards from
the Puthukudiyiruppu junction on the
A-35 highway. Another road starts from
[ranappaalai east to Puthu (New) maathalan
along the coast.

There is another minor junction on this
road at Pachaipullumottai from where a
small road goes to Palam (Old) Maathalan.
Ananthapuram and Iranappaalai are part
of the Puthukudiyiruppu AGA Division,
Other areas belong to the Karaithuraipatru
AGA division

Velayuthapillai
Baheerathakumar or Col. Theepan Force Fi ght led by Col.

Col. Banu

Dailyftlirror

Around 1000 Tiger cadres converged
at Ananthapuram to prepare and launch
a counterattack. LTTE leader Prabhakaran
also visited the place. The defences in and
around the Puthukudiyiruppu - Iranaippaalai
Puthumaathalan Road was in the hands
of the Charles Anthony infantry brigade.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles

What happened however, was that

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAV) or drones used by the
Armed forces detected a
lot of movement in the
Ananthapuram area.
Anticipating a
counter-offensive,
the Army jumped
the gun with a pre-
emptive operation.
The 58th Division
Commanded by
Brig. Shavendra
Silva, 53rd Division
led by Gen. Kamal
Gunaratne and Task

GV Ravipriya mounted a
multi-pronged military operation on
the night of March 30th 2009.

The 58th Division proceeding south by
south-east from northern Puthukudiyiruppu
and the 53 & TF Eight proceeding north by
north-east from Southern Puthukudiyiruppu
advanced rapidly and linked up at the
Pachaipullumottai Junction along the
Puthukudiyiruppu road behind LTTE
positions.

The Tigers were taken by surprise.

LT
PACHAIPULLUMOTTAI

There was very heavy fighting in the area
of Pachaipullumottai. Tiger resistance was
spearheaded by special commander
Ty Gopith and commander Amuthaab
, of the Charles Anthony infantry.
On March 31st evening both
Gopith and Amuthaab were
reported killed.

This proved to be a
major loss to the LTTE.

The deaths of Gopith
and Amuthaab had a
demoralising effect on
cadres.

This loss of morale is
attributed to the cause of
weakened Tiger defences
which in turn led to rapid
breaching, linking and encircling
by the armed forces.

LR
‘MAROONED’ ON LAND

The LTTE cadres in Ananthapuram, who
were engaged in preparing for the major
assault, were suddenly and unexpectedly
‘marooned’ on land.

Realising that top Tigers were stranded
in Ananthapuram and suspecting that
Prabhakaran himself may be there the
Army moved swiftly and encircled Tiger
positions.

A siege was in progress. Prabhakaran
was not there as he had left the place on
March 26th Rut the other important Tigers

SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2023

“Only the dead have seen the end of war.”

— GEORGE SANTAYANA

Realising that top
Tigers were stranded
in Ananthapuram
and suspecting that
Prabhakaran himself
may be there the
Army moved swiftly
and encircled Tiger
positions

Most occupants in the
three vehicles were
killed and the vehicles
were virtually reduced
to cinders. A few
survivors escaped
along with the other
cadres in the two
remaining vehicles of
the convoy. Lawrence
also returned to safety

There was very heavy
fighting in the area
of Pachaipullumottai.
Tiger resistance was
spearheaded by special
commander Gopith and
commander Amuthaab
of the Charles Anthony
infantry. On March 31st
evening both Gopith and
Amuthaab were
reported killed

Among other senior
Tigers killed were the
Special Commander
and Commander of the
Jeyanthan Infantry
Brigade, Manickapodi
Maheswaran alias
Keerthi and Selvaratnam
Sundaram alias Nagesh

including Theepan were still there.

The 4th, 6th,8th, 12th,14th and 20th
Gajaba Battalions, 5th Vijayabahu,9th
Gemunu Watch, 11th and 20th SL Light
Infantry along with 1 Special Force, and
two commando units got into action.

A _footpath from Ambalavanpokkanai to

LTTE's anti-aircraft
gun recovered at
Ananthapuram

Pachaipullumottai used as an emergency
supply route by the LTTE was also
interdicted.

Thus more than a thousand Tiger cadres
and commanders were trapped and encircled
in a two sq km area consisting mainly of
coconut plantations, and palmyrah groves.

In a desperate bid to break the siege Sea
Tiger Special Commander Soosai sent a
contingent of 80 tigers in 15 boats by sea
to aid his beleaguered comrades at arms.

These boats began sailing from
Valainjarmadam and hoped to beach near
Pattiaddy and fight their way through. This
did not materialise as the Navy maintaining,
strict vigil engaged the flotilla and beat
back the Sea Tigers, thus preventing the
boats from landing.

The Tigers also sent 120 cadres as
reinforcements under Lawrence, who was
already injured. The Army using lethal
devices scorched and destroyed two buses
and a truck.

Most occupants in the three
vehicles were killed and the
vehicles were virtually
reduced to cinders. A
few survivors escaped
along with the other
cadres in the two
remaining vehicles of
the convoy. Lawrence
also returned to
safety.

Eventually, on April
3rd a sizable number of
cadres led by Col. Bhanu
succeeded in breaking
through the military cordon
and escaping to safety.

Bhanu himself was injured in the
process. About 45 to 50 Tiger cadres blew
themselves up to create the gaps through
which Bhanu and others escaped.

L
COL. THEEPAN

Col. Theepan, Deputy Military Chief of the
LTTE as well as its Northern Commander had
an opportunity to escape along with Bhanu.

Theepan was injured twice on both April
Ist and 2nd. Bhanu wanted to carry Theepan
along with him. But Theepan refused.

He said that he won’t desert or abandon
his fighter cadres and seek safety.

“If I come out I’ll come with the cadres.
Otherwise, 1l die with them,” he reportedly
told Bhanu and later informed Intelligence
Chief Pottu Ammaan via radio.

The military intercepting this
communication was amazed at Theepan’s
sense of loyalty to his cadres and his
readiness to die willingly.

Subsequently, Theepan’s conduct came
in for praise among several officers from
the Army’s upper echelons.

Another intercept was an exchange
between Intelligence Chief Pottu Amman
and woman Tiger leader Vidusha.

She was heard pleading for reinforcements
and supplies urgently.

Pottu was virtually choked up with emotion
saying all his efforts had failed and that they
could not penetrate the blockade.

The writing was on the wall for the
hesieged Tigers

.

Col. Vidusha

A3

Despite his commitment to his cadres,
the rest of the Tigers under the overall
command of Theepan were not lucky as
those, who escaped with Bhanu. Despite
the dangerous situation the Tigers led by
Theepan continued to withstand the three-
day siege. The Tigers were deprived of food,
water and medical supplies. Nevertheless,
the beleaguered tigers kept resisting.

Appeals were made in Tamil through
amplifiers to the Tigers to surrender but
the majority of the Tigers refused to heed
the call to surrender.

116 tigers surrendered to the Sri Lankan
Army in small groups at various times.

But the others fought on against
overwhelming odds preferring to die fighting
than surrender.

ORI R TR
BOMBING AND SHELLING

From April 3rd night, the nature of combat
changed.
Massive aerial bombardment and strafing
through planes and helicopters were on.
Continuous artillery shelling was also done.
Thousands of shells were fired throughout
April 4th. It was all over on Sunday, April 5th
and the soldiers began gradually recovering
LTTE bodies and identifying them.
By Monday around 525 bodies had been
recovered and around 60 identified.
Many Tigers had died biting the cyanide
capsule and swallowing its contents.
By Tuesday a further 100 bodies were
recovered.

In a desperate bid to break
the siege Sea Tiger Special
Commander Soosai sent a
contingent of 80 tigers in
15 boats by sea to aid his
beleaguered comrades at arms

About 60 of these were recovered in a
bloated condition lying in a field. Another 40
were in charred condition inside two small
buildings where the cadres had sought cover.

At least 18-20 injured cadres were
captured alive. Some of these were top-
rung Tigers. Three girls were captured
hiding in a makeshift pit, covered by leaves.

Hasty cremation

The Army released some pictures of the
dead Tigers including Theepan and Vidusha.

Some pictures of dead tigers laid out inl
rows were also released. The bodies of the
dead Tiger cadres, shown in the pictures,
were in abysmal condition. The deteriorating
condition of the recovered bodies resulted
in hasty cremation.e

The death of its northern Military
Commander Theepan was the single biggest
loss to the LTTE in the Ananthapuram battle.

The veteran Tiger was posthumously
promoted to Brigadier. Along with Theepan,
the top four woman fighter Commanders
were also killed. They were Vidhusha,
Special Commander of Maalathy Regiment,
her deputy and Maalathy regimental
commander Kamalini, Durga, Special
Commander of Sothia Regiment and her
deputy cum Commander Mohanaa.

Among other senior Tigers killed were the
Special Commander and Commander of the
Jeyanthan Infantry Brigade, Manickapodi
Maheswaran alias Keerthi and Selvaratnam
Sundaram alias Nagesh.

The Jeyanthan Brigade is raised from
Eastern Province cadres.

Another huge loss was that of Gaddafi
also known as Viduthalai and Amuthan.

Gaddafi was a specialist in firing anti-
aircraft missiles. He has brought
down several aircraft of the Sri
Lankan Air Force through

his shoulder-fired missiles.

The LTTE’s elite Special
Forces Division is named
after former Tiger leader

Radha.
This Special Force was
led by Silambarasan. He
was killed.
The Deputy-Commander
of the Radha Regiment
was Anbu. He was seriously
injured and captured alive.
Likewise, Asmi, the leader of the
Ponnammanin Mines Unit was also
seriously injured and captured alive.

The leader of the Kittu Artillery Unit,
Manivannan and the Chief of Kutty Sri
Mortar Unit Gopal were killed. Seralaathan,
who was in charge of the Tiger TV
Nitharsanam was also killed. Among
other senior Tigers killed who have been
identified are Ruban, Panjan, Nehru, Anton,
Maankuyil, Amudha, Iniyawan, Aadithyan
and Chitrangan.

A senior sea Tiger Mahindan was also
killed.

LREEEL TR
MULTI-BARREL PEDAL GUN

The Ananthapuram debacle also resulted
in the LTTE losing many weapons including
three 130 mm artillery, one 85 mm pounder,
five 81 mm mortars, and four 12. 7mm
anti-aircraft guns and a multi-barrel 30
mm pedal gun.

Four 30 mm barrels were fixed on this
and they could be fired simultaneously like
a multi-barrel rocket launcher. It could be
fired by stepping on a pedal. This piece of
equipment proved very lethal in previous
rounds of fighting as it can be used both as
artillery and an anti-aircraft gun.

In what was a rare, commendable gesture,
a Defence Ministry media release praised
the LTTE fighters who had died in combat
as dedicated but misguided.

0.B.S. Jeyaraj can he reached at
dbsjeyaraj@yahoo.com
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“The US in foreign policy is torn to the point of schizophrenia. .says it wants stability in

the international system, but it is often the greatest disrupter of stability.”

-ROBERT KAGAN

[OUR TG |
HYPOCRISY,

DEMOCRACY AND j

THE SILENCE
OF LAMBS

rom the time we received independence,

we Lankans have been warned by the

S and the UK wour former colonial

mastet--that democracy in our country. .

was being endangered by various acts of

omission and commission of our w1dely dlvergent

~different governments:

- When Lankans did not pay heed to.thesé foreign _

_warnings, punishments have been 1mpased on
govemments of the day '

One of the best examples being the prosecution
of Lanka before the UNRHC for alleged crimes
seommutted dumng the LTTE { msurgency of 1983 :2009.

The us and West European governments .

demanded the goverment of Mahinda Rajapaksa to
halt- military operations against that organisation and
- reachia political solution to the problem.

- Rajapaksa rejected and the proposal and the

- LTTE was defeated on the battle field, The US and

its allies are presently prosecuting Lanka for alleged

scrimes-against -humanity at the United: Nations

Human R;1 ghts Councﬂ (UNHRC)

During the closing stages.of World War Il .the. .

US nuclear bombed two civilian cities in Japan

- -Hiroshima and Nagasaki- killing hundreds of

thousands of civilians in addition to injuring hundreds
of thousands more

Apparently the UNHRC has not heard of these

killings. Even today the US has neither expressed regret

“over the mass killings, hor has it been'hauled up before '

the UNHCR and prosecuted for war crimes:

: Examples _of war crirnes committed by the US
around the world are too. many.to be .covered ina
single editorial column, so a single example will
have to suffice.

Again in the land of our past colonial master -the
UK- the government of Rishi Sunak published-on
Tuesday; draft legislation aimed at stopping migrants
entering the UK illegally in small boats.

The United Nations refugee agency said the law
would amount to an asylum ban, adding the legislation

swould be a clear: breach of the Refugee Convention, -

Denying refugees access to. asylum. on this basis
undermines the very purpose: for which the Refugee
Convention was established, it said.

Since last week, Georgia has been the scene
of protests over a “foreign agents” bill-backed
by the ruling party. Critics allege ‘it represents an
authoritarian shift in the country,

Thousands took to the étreets and clashed with the

police on Tuesday over the proposed bill. Critics claim -

the bill has been moulded ot a Russian law,

Under the proposed law, organisations receiving
morethan 20% funding from abroad will be required
to register as such.

State Department:spokesman Ned Price told
reporters on Tuesday (7 March) Washington might
impose sanctions against the Georgian government
over the proposed law and the handling of the protests
European Union Foreign Poliey Chief Josep Borrell
described the Georgian draft law on “transparency of
foreign influence” as a “very bad:development” for the
country and.could seriously aftect its ties with the EUL

The USembassy in Georgia called the legislation
“Kremlin-inspired” and said it was incompatible with
- the country’s desite to join the European Union,

The joke, though a bad one; is the 2012 Russian

law,was itself based on the American Foreign Agents

: ReglstranonAct (FARA) passed in 1938' '

In our own country government has come down °

harshly on protesters demanding local government

. clections and lowering the cost of living ete. One

protestor died when police used water canon and other
means of crowd control. . . .

Even the pohtlcal party which nrgamzed the protest '

has been largely snlent rega:rdmg the mc1dent

- Our ‘vibrant non government organizations’

: (NGOS) who in thie notmal course of events would be
- 1ssuing condemnatory statements of ‘violent pohce '

action’, have suddenly fallen silent.

Even a particular NGO well known to take up
_ cudgels in the halls of justice at the drop of a hat so-to-

say has not cornmented

T_he int_ema_tiunal_NGO_s t00 _haVe rémainéd _

- perfectly silent on the developing situation here,

Could it be they have realized the gravity of our

financial: meltdown and:the need to proceed with IME
- dictated policy changes? If so thisis good. . -

% On the other hand, could it be, these worthies ate

. simply following the dictates of their paymasters and .

are being as silent as lambs. |

o

HE RISE OF RUPEE AND
SE OF POLITICAL HOPES =

an the continuous appreciation
of the Sri Lankan Rupee against
the US Dollar since February
28 change the current political
alignments among voters which
were indicated by recent opinion polls is a
major question one might raise these days.

However, yesterday LKR slightly
depreciated against the USD. While
the Bloomberg News Agency reported
that the international rating agency
Fitch Ratings as saying that the Rupee
would decline about 20 per cent by
the end of 2023.

Opinion polls conducted last month
showed that the voters were heavily slanted
towards the two main Opposition parties,
the Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) and
the Jathika Jana Balawegaya (JJB), the
political movement created by the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), with the latter
having a slight edge over the former.

They also showed the two parties
gaining over 60 per cent of public support
while the two ruling parties, the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) and the
United National Party (UNP) lagging
far behind with eight per cent and nine
per cent public support respectively.

Hence, whatever the reasons that were
given by the SLPP and the UNP for their
reluctance to hold the much-delayed local
government election, it is clear even to their
supporters that it is Atychiphobia- the fear
of failure that is behind their actions.

The sudden appreciation of the Rupee
on February 28 and the continuation of it
thereafter resulting in the reduction of prices
of some food items seems to have blown
some sort of hope and courage into the
souls of the supporters of two ruling parties,
who are still remaining with those parties.

They, who had hitherto been hiding in
a cocoon post comments on social media
as if the country which was reeling from
an unprecedented economic crisis is now
out of the woods.

Their enthusiasm might have definitely
and justifiably been doubled with reports
that China which has been dragging its feet
for the past six months over supporting
Sri Lanka’s debt structuring programme
confirmed its assistance on Monday.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Tuesday said in Parliament that a Letter
of Intent — signed by him in his capacity
as the Finance Minister and Central Bank
Governor Dr Nandalal Weerasinghe — on
the assurances received from Sri Lanka’s
largest bilateral creditor has been forwarded
to the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

On the same day, IMF Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva
said that the Executive Board of
the global lender will decide on
Sri Lanka’s Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) of about US$2.9 billion at its
meeting on March 20.

Now, the Government is upbeat and

hopetul that the first tranche of IMF
assistance will be released this month.

In fact, the $ 2.9 hillion EFF facility
— a 48-month arrangement that was
agreed upon during a staff-level
meeting of the Government and the
IMF on September 1, last year - i
not a big deal, in terms of monetary
assistance, compared to the amounts
of country’s foreign loan repayments
and some other expenses. President
Wickremesinghe himself told Parliament
during his Tuesday speech that an annual
amount of approximately Rs. 6-7 billion
foreign loans are due to be repaid until 2029.

But what is important in the
programme involving the IMF is its
impact on the creditor confidence in
SriLanka and the possible breathing
space it might provide for the country
to save it from the clutches of foreign
debt, in the long run. Only time will tell if
the leaders would succeed in utilizing
that breathing space successfully.

The current appreciation of the Sri
Lankan Rupee, despite its potential
to provide some respite in foreign
exchange pressure, is neither an
indication that the country is out of
the woods, as the supporters of the
government attempting to portray
nor is it an illusion created by the
Government, as some Opposition
supporters prefer to believe.

The day the local currency started
to spring up last month would give
some insight into what happened.
It was February 28, a day after the
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
offered to pump into the country US$
400 million that the appreciation was
first witnessed.

Several other factors too have
contributed to the latest Rupee
appreciation. Against the backdrop
of import restrictions, NDB Securities
(NDBS} said that “banks are flushed with
FX liquidity” and “the average daily volume
in the interbank FX market is now at § 42
million vs. § 8-10 million in the initial days
of the crisis (May/June 2022).”

This is attributed to several recent
developments. Main among them were
the recent tourism and worker remittance

BRYIEa)
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inflows, and the reduction of the export
proceeds surrender requirement to 15%
from the previous 25%, effective from
February 27 by the Central Bank, apart
from the prospects of the IMF bailout
package being unlocked soon. In January
2023, tourism inflows increased by 7%, and
the remittance flows rose by 69% - YoY,
according to NDBS.

Foreign exchange conversion by exporters
in anticipation of a further appreciation of
the rupee and a drastic drop in importer
demand (Due to a decline in real sector
economic activities and import restrictions)
are also contributory factors.

That the rupee that depreciated for
the past several decades under “normal
circumstances” is now appreciating by
leaps and bounds while the country has
been declared bankrupt, is in fact ironic.

Yet, it is not surprising. It is a fact.
The local currency is appreciating
against a backdrop of import restrictions
and economic contraction. The current
foreign exchange liquidity cannot cope if
the economy is activated to the level that
existed before the crisis. On the other hand,
the country cannot survive for long unless
the economy is activated. The authorities
seem to be contemplating doing it carefully
with further foreign exchange inflows from
the IMF deal and thereafter from Asian
Development Bank, World Bank and Japan.
It was reported on Wednesday that Sri Lanka
is negotiating with India as well for a US$
1 billion credit line. All these would have
to be repaid in future along with the past
loans with interest.

The debt restructuring process with
possible haircuts would definitely provide a
breathing space for the country to implement
a strong plan to strengthen the balance of
payment of the country without which the
generations to come would have to face even
huge debt problems and resultant crises.

However, any such plan is yet to see the
day of light.

Nevertheless, the possibility of
the Government using the current
positive developments, though
temporary, to turn the electoral
prospects in its favour and crush
the protests and agitations by the
people is high.
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Whmh pollt1cal party leader has
the vision and the capability to put
Sri Lanka on a recovery path and
lead to sustainable development?

eRanil Wickremesinghe E : E
#Sajith Premadasa

eAnura Kumara RLC
Dissanayake !

ONone of them

LASTPOLL

an the holding of local
l_ect:ons be

perspect:ve duﬁng a penod oi
bankmptcy” o

‘See web poll at www. Dailylitirror 1k

AEYO0 - When you see beg in the streets and
Colombo, you wonder - some temples! Some
wihere this economic religious places support
 crisis is.. all the hotels, them and yet many
and restaurants are full. people out shy don’t ask
G- Ml those AGA offices heg
in all electorates must JUDE - Now you believe
~ have a Welfare Officeso  what | say!!! Half of the
that people can go and ‘population lives on ane
ask for help... Theycan't  meal a day!!
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See more web comments at www_DailyfHirror Ik
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book titled ‘The
Community’ and penned
by Mevan Pieris will be

The book traces its

released soon.

Veteran journalist, novelist, filmmaker %
and lyricist Rodney Vidanapathirana’s
second novel, ‘London Unusuma’ (London
Heat) was launched on March 6 at the
Wellawatte Tamil Sangam auditorium. This
is the first Sinhala novel published by the
London Tamil Literary Association. The
Tamil translation of ‘London Unusuma’
-a light reading suspense story- will be

Rodney’s ‘L .ondon

Unusuma’ launched

g@,

LT i

Amiwm;- Hecog ¢
e Lo .
sissif Pt Goyiganea Tl Borains.

launched on March 21,
023 at the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute at 6 pm.

Prof. G.L Peiris is expected to grace
the occasion as the Chief Guest while
S. Skandakumar and S.Thomas’ College
Mount Lavinia Warden Marc Billimoria
will be the Guests of Honour.

The book is a historical account of
the Mudaliyar class Goyigama Family
Combine, which several previous
writers have written to say were a
powerful Community that wielded
much power and influence during Dutch
and British times. The book traces its

evolution from Portuguese
times and covers a period
of 500 years

evolution from Portuguese times and
covers a period of 500 years. ‘The
Community’ comprises 580 pages and
carries 159 photographs in colour and
black and white. The thrust of the book
is to bring to light who the Master
Spirits of the Community were and the
enormous contribution to the good of
society done by the Community.
Those interested can contact
<mevanpieris@gmail.com>

_onpoN HERT
fodney Wiepathirand

peiell
Comdl

From left: Subramaniyvam Muralitharan (Tamil translator and poet), Vavuniyoor Ra
Uthayanan (President of London Tamil literary Association and Award winning novelist
Rodney Widanapathurana (Novelist -London Unusuma) and Hassim Omar (Adviser-
Srilanka Broadcasting Cooperation) at the book launching ceremony

Sarojini Kadurugamuwa

Sarojini Kadurugamuwa is ne more. She
left us on February 10 as she wished; a mere 6
weeks after she lost her husband,Kaduru,whom
she cared forwith single-minded devotion.This
was after he was diagnosed with a terminal
IlIness over a decade ago.We,who mourn her
loss,are left with the fragrant memoryof a
neautiful life well-lived,in selfless service to
those she loved.

Sarojini was beautiful. Her face,like the
legendary Helen of Troy,could launcha
thousand ships.She coupled that face with a

oowerful intellect and a sharp and incisive mind.

Yet,she was incapable of arrogance. Sarojini
accepted her physical and intellectual attributes
with the same humility,generosity of spirit and
self-deprecating humour with which she lived
"er life.She reached out to all,evento the rare
few who may have wished herill.

Sarojini’s father,Mr.T.B.Subasinghe,a man
of unquestionable integrity,was a gentleman
oolitician of a by-gone era who lived by his
orinciples.Sarojini was very close to her
only sibling, her beautiful,talented, older
sister, Swinee. Theirs was @ home inwhich
theyimbibed sound values and a love of Sri
Lankan historyand culture from both parents.
Having grown up inan intellectual political
2nvironment, Sarojini was always interested
In politics and governments. She enjoyed
discussion and debate on the same.She
orovided interesting insights and clear,unbiased
opinions.An avid reader and deep thinker,she
would despair over the wrongs she saw taking
olace inour own Sri Lanka and in the world we
live in.Yet,she never judged harshly.She always
sought to tryand understand the other point
of view, searching for reasons why individuals,
groups, societies, governments and leaders
acted the way they did, to the detriment of their
own people and humanity at large.

| had met Sarojini socially in our formative
years, through mutual friends. Both of us
studied at two Leading girls' schools in Colombo.
However, it was onlyafter | joined the Central
Bankin 1983 that | got to know herwell We

worked especially closely
when she was Director, Legal
Department and | was Director,
Bank Supervision Department,
almost 25 years ago.Having

an entirely mathematical
academic background,|

had to leam from scratch to
interpret the law, especially as
applicable to the banking and
financial system.| could not
have asked for a better mentor.

Through out my S;}'ojini Kadurugamuwa

professional career,| have
read, listened, questioned and concluded that
many inthe legal profession hide their limited
understanding of other subjects and their
inability to interpret the law in the context of
those subjects,by resorting to confounding legal
language which no non-lawyer can be expected
to understand easily! Sarojini was different.She
could dissect and analyse the facts about any
subject and interpret the relevant law within
that context. She would convey the same in
simple non-legal jargon, for the layperson
to be able to understand.She never made
the listener feel inadequate, however junior
or senior the officer she was working with.
Those facets of her personality made her loved
and respected by her superiors, peers and
subordinates,within the Central Bankand in
the legal and financial professions.
She was also a verywise and mature friend,
whose advice | valued greatly.She taught me
to recognise and accept the shades of greyin
my naive black and white world viewWhen |
went into battle in the Central Bank,usually with
my superiors,including the Governor,on what
| considered a matter of principle, she would
gently get me to back off, making me realise that
one needed to prioritise one’s battles,choosing
the really important ones and letting the
insignificant ones go, rather than fight themall.
On rare occasions in retirement when she
would put pen to paper, her articles were
excellent reads.| tried to get her to write more,

but she replied “Thanks for
all your encouragement.But
you really wouldn't want me
to write-l do it onlywhen
things get unbearable!” |
would get her to review
myown presentations and
articles prior to finalisation.
She was very encouraging
of my efforts to tryand
raise public awareness on
socio-economic issues and
always found the time to
provide constructive criticism,
however busy she was.

o

Sarojini accepted her
physical and intellectual
attributes with the same
humility

Sarojini also took a great interest in Sri
Lanka’s performing arts, both dance and
drama,and in our country’s history and
archaeology. These interests she shared
with Kaduru.As a schoolgirl,she had
trained under the legendary Vajira,and
went onto perform with the Chitrasena
Dance Company until 1985.Later,she and
Kaduru supported the establishment of the
Chitrasena Foundation and continued to
support their work throughout their lives.
She also supported Kaduru's efforts, with
Dr.Roland de Silva,former Commissioner of
Archaeology,Mr.Kanageesvaran, President’s
Counsel,and others, to establish the National
Trust of Sri Lanka. She and Kaduru loved to
visit their “Watte” in Ingiriya,to indulge in
another mutual interest, agriculture and
landscaping. She followed Sinhala theatre
avidly.Our co-Central Banker, the immensely
talented Asoka Handagama, launched a new
production at the Lionel Wendt Theatre on
31st January this yearWith many of us in the

audience, Sarojini was a notable absentee.

Sarojini and Kaduru were a couple who
loved their close-knit families. They found
great joy in their only daughter Anuradhi,her
husband, Chamilal, and their two sons.From
all | have heard,Sarojini and Kaduru were
the pivot and organisers of most extended
family get-togethers.Through her many varied
interests and her love of people, Sarojini had a
wide circle of family and friends. She remained
close to all,never neglecting one individual or
group for another.

| was one of such agroup of 5 Central
Bankers who retired within a fewyears of each
other.In retirement, we would meet reqularly
for lunch,to reminisce,exchange a bit of gossip,
laugh, discuss a new book, film or play,and
analyse the country’s and the world’s problems
over our meal.As Kaduru got weaker,we were
no longer able to meet regularly.

When Kaduru passed awayat end-2022,
optimistically hoped that we, her friends and
family,could help Sarojini build a life without
Kaduru,around her many interests.No one
knew that she had kept her own seriously
deteriorating health condition hidden from
all,in her single-minded determination to
nurse Kaduru to the end. By then, it was too
late. Sarojini was disillusioned with a country
and a world increasingly controlled by lust for
power, position and wealth, rather than concem
for people and the environment. With Kaduru
gone,she was ready to move beyond this
world.| believe that all who knew and loved
her,including Anuradhi,Chamilal and Swinee,
respected her decision.And so,she drifted away
fromus,gently and peacefully.

[ have lost myfriend and one of the most
multi-faceted,unpretentious and humane
individuals it was my privilege to have known.
We,who knew her,are all the poorer for it.[ will
miss her radiant smile, her wisdom and her
infectious laugh, but | remain forever grateful
for many precious memories of her. May she rest
inpeace.

Anila Dias Bandaranaike

Dr.L.B. L. De Alwis

He was a genuine, stncere

and amia

le person

It was sad and and healthcare and
shacking to come to know pursuing their progress.
of the untimely death Lalantha was lovable and
on February 21,2023 convivial enjoying happy
of Dr.Lucian Bernard company at weddings,
Lalantha de Alwis, get-togethers and other
retired Chief Consultant ; functions.He was genuine,
Judicial Medical Officer £ sincere and amiable.
of Colombo.He was the - t Lalantha viewed with
eldestsonofthe lateMr. ¥, 1 B L De Alwis pride and acceptance the
Lucian de Alwis, former . > attainments and successes
magistrate and Senior inthe extended family.

Attorney-at-Law and of Mrs.Monica de
Alwis,a scion of the Chevalier CLW.
Perera dynasty in Kurunegala.

Lalantha was obedient, respectful,
and caring towards his father whose
guidance and counsel he never failed to
seek His fond attachment to his mother
was remarkably well seen with a love
and affection which knew no bounds.

Lalantha was the head of a
charismatic family highly qualified in
many spheres of medical dimensions.
He himself was an esteemed medical
legal Doctor while his spouse Dr.
Nirmala is a past experienced medical
officer. His sons Angelo and Praneeth
are both doctors.His only daughter
Melanie is a recognised practising
Attorney-at-Law.

We have witnessed in Lalantha
the profile of a unigue personality,
a graceful character,an eminent
professional,a devout catholic
and a patriotic citizen brightened
by fulfillment, accomplishments
and charity.

After the demise of his parents
Lalantha was a father figure to his
family.He was in the constant care of
their well-being and welfare readywith
assistance and relief; providing support

The hallmark of his professional
career was his standing recognition,
prowess and competence into the
forensic field and aspects of the medico
legal fraternity.

The hallmark of his
professional career
was his standing
recognition, prowess
and competence in to
the forensic field and
aspects of the medico
legal fraternity

Lalantha was also a welcome Don
in Forensic Medicine in the Medical
Faculties of many universities including
Colombo.His dissertations, lectures,
analysis,acumen and references were
significantly contained in the books he
authored.He will be warmly respected
by his many students who will continue
to bear pleasant memories of an
outstanding guru.

May he be rewarded with benign
heavenly blessings in the blissful
presence of God Almighty? (Ronnie)

‘Ayya Malo’

A political parody that offers

Asanka Sayakkara’s ‘Ayya malo’ (a8
®egs ) is a stage drama that I had both the
opportunity and fortune to witness recently
at the Faculty of Technology auditorium,
University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

As a political parody, it is a stimulating
experience that ought to be enjoyed sitting
in the theater; something that ought not to be
narrated in any other way or form. But I must
comment on Asanka Sayakkara’s sarcastic
twist on the concept of Utopia, a word that
the actors take upon themselves to verbally
repeat on roll-although everything that takes
place on stage says otherwise.

While overt attempts to promote the illusion
of a perfect system are showcased, the lack
of independent thought or freedom, the
mass propaganda at play and the underlying
fear, violence and corruption suggest that
this State is, in fact, in constant dilemma.
What caught my attention the most was
a particular technique that Sayakkara has
used to maximise this havoc and bring the
audience a step closer to living it. Throughout
the play, from beginning to end, the actors
constantly break character, making the line
between reality and illusion quite hazy for
the audience. They forget lines, bring the
wrong props on stage, mix costumes and
talk amongst each other as actors and not as
the characters they portray. These constant

disruptions prevent the audience from entirely
immersing themselves in the illusion of a
play and creates in them a feeling of unease
and discomfort, all necessary in producing
the epiphany that Sayakkara seems eager
to generate.

He adds to this catastrophic blend, a handful
of mismatches in time, which takes the play
a step further in creating a state of confusion
in the audience. The actors get the timings of
lines and songs wrong and one protagonist,
“lokuaiya”, who is supposed to be a lifeless
dead body, wakes up (both in character
and out of character) and talks with the
mortician as himself and as the character he
portrays. While this act of giving voice to
the dead undoubtedly showcases the power
that this character single handedly possesses
before and after his death, the way Sayakkara
chooses to represent it adds to the numerous
disruptions on stage. It ought to be noted that
the representation as well as its supposedly
intended meaning both come together in
showing that everything in the drama takes
place in a Dystopia, contrary to what the
actors claim.

The fourth wall is another concept that
he has incorporated, which, though present
at times, disappears when the performers
acknowledge and talk with the audience,
mirroring very rare exceptions found in the
Greek theater where illusion is deliberately
breached for comedic purposes. Rather than
intending to induce humour, I believe that this
transgression may be to inform on a rather
serious note about the decaying system that
they are in, while the humorous undertone

timulating experience

nevertheless prevails in every aspect of the
production to support the satirical drama
that it is.

With such an infusion of elements which
I understand to be quite a clever choice,
Sayakkara builds a compelling social
commentary, a political satire and a powerful
criticism of the State and its citizens. This
potent creative blend helps him to repeatedly
bring the audience back to reality, which
is perhaps a wakeup call he is trying to
send to his viewers and a practice which he
likely wants them to continue applying once
stepping outside the theater.

Three Day Miracle Prayer To
The Blessed Virgin Mary

(Repeat these prayers for three consecutive days)

Oh most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel; Fruitful Vine, Splendor of

Heaven, Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist

me in my necessity. O Star of the Sea, help me and show me here you

are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and

Earth, T humbly beseech Thee from the bottom of my heart to succour
me in my necessity.

{Make your request)

There are none that can withstand your power. O Mary conceived

without sin, pray for us who have recourse to Thee.

Amen (repeat three times)
Holy Mary, I place this cause in your hands. Amen
(repeat three times)
Say this prayer for three consecutive days each time followed by
3 Our Fathers, 3 Hail Mary's, 3 Glory be to the Father. Then you must
publish it and it will be granted. It is never known to fail.

Thank you Blessed Virgin for hearing My Prayers and
Miraculous favours granted.
S.G

GRAND AUCTION SALE

Vaiuable Banquet Furniture, Industrial Electric & Gas Kitchen Appliances,
Sound & Lighting, Generators and numerous other items.

TOMORROW AT 10.30am

At "LANDA RIVER HOUSE” No. 247/28, Gangaboda Road, Devagoda, Madampe, Ambalangoda

NOW ON VIEW

*Conditions & Gate Policy applies at the Auction

Buy or Sell in Contidence with

. DALLAS XELAART's Auctions (Pvt.) Ltd.

14643, Calders Gardens, Off Dutugemumnu Street, Kohawela

. Tel 114367467, 114367111 | E-mail: aveslhé@gmaileom | facebook.convkelaartauctions
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Although perceived by members of
older generations to be a new-age
movement that is beyond their grasp,
the origins of the word, ‘woke,” in its
current use can be traced back nearly
a hundred years. Originating in African
American Vernacular English {AAVE),
the word began being used in the
1940s to mean heing sensitised to
injustice and discrimination. In 1962,
the New York Times Magazine included
the word, ‘woke,” in its glossary to
mean being politically conscious; and
in 1972 the play ‘Garvey Lives! based
on the life of black civil rights activist,
Marcus Garvey, famously included the
lines, "I been sleeping all my life. And
now that Mr Garvey done woke me up,
I'm gon’ stay woke. And I'm gon’ help
him wake up other black folk.” The
word then entered mainstream media
in 2008, through singer-songwriter
Erykah Badu's song, ‘Master Teacher,”
which includes the line *I stay woke.”
In 2014, after Michael Brown was
murdered as a result of police brutality
in Ferguson, Missouri, the culture of
wokeism took on a central role in the
Black Lives Matter movement; and

in today’s socio-cultural climate that
culture has expanded to include any
acts that strive towards inclusivity and
acceptance for all people. In 2017,
‘woke’ was added to the Oxford English
Dictionary, originally defined as the
act of being well informed and up to
date, and later revised to mean being
alert to racial or social discrimination
or injustice. Unfortunately, despite

its historical origins, the word

‘woke,” has now been weaponised

by right wing ideologists to insult

and condescend those on the left,
resulting in a botched understanding
of what woke culture is, and what
woke individuals are fighting for.

It can be understood, then, that

woke culture exists at the centre of
the discourse surrounding identity
politics. It is a movement that aims to
educate the masses on the nuances
of belonging to different marginalised
societal groups; and more so, it is a
movement that fights for systematic
changes to be made so that individuals
in these groups can have their needs
met. Much of the controversy in
identity politics today seems to be
centred around individuals belonging
to minority gender identities and
sexualities. Especially in the US,
recent years have seen bills passed
that prevent the discussion of

LGBTQ issues in schools and prevent
trans youth from accessing gender
affirming healthcare. Unfortunately,
these bills cause far more harm than
good. Taking away young peoples’
freedom to discuss their identities and
associated hardships does not result
in them changing their identities,

but rather only results in heightened
isolation and societal ostracization.
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S it destructive, or

are you alraid ol
change? A Response

BY ZARA ESUFALLY

In order to critically discuss a movement,
we must first understand its etymology. The
word, ‘woke,” has become a buzzword across

today’s media outlets, with the culture of

wokeism being the subject of much controversy
and debate. So, what does it truly mean to
be woke? Is it, as English broadcaster Piers
Morgan claims, a modern-day form of
fascism, or is it the undercurrent that drives

the ongoing fight for inclusivity for all people?

Furthermore, for youth with hostile
home environments, removing their
ability to treat school as a safe haven
has proven to have drastic negative
impacts on mental wellbeing. Anti-
trans bills result in trans youth being
unable to access hormone replacement
therapy or puberty blockers, and
the resulting gender dysphoria is a
major contributing factor as to why
transgender individuals have some

I been sleeping
all my life. And
now that Mr
Garvey done
woke me up,
I'm gon’ stay
woke. And I’'m
gon’ belp bim

wake up other

black folk”

of the highest rates of depression,
anxiety, and suicidal ideation/attempts
in the world. Other such bills, such as
those that prevent transgender people
from using certain bathrooms despite
not offering to provide a gender-
neutral option, or those that prevent
transgender women from participating
in gendered sporting events despite
there being no conclusive evidence

to suggest an innate advantage over
biological women serve no real purpose
other than to discriminate against a
marginalised societal group and make
them feel lesser than.

An often-cited argument by those who
stand against the LGBTQ community,
is what they believe to be the
indoctrination of children.

So, do I
stand bebind

woke culture?

Absolutely. A

friend recently

told me of an

age-old African

proverb that

says, ‘if you
want to go fast,
go alone. If you
want to go far,

go together”

However, the fact of the matter remains
that there is no secret agenda- these
individuals are only fighting to be
accepted and respected as they are.
In fact, it poses a greater risk to
children to restrict their awareness

of the LGBTQ community as it fosters
hateful ideology and encourages them
to treat other people badly. Children
who are brought up in such an
environment who themselves have a
minority gender or sexual orientation
often struggle deeply with feelings of
self-hatred, resulting in heightened
risk of developing mental illnesses
such as depression and anxiety.

i




urthermore, conservatives have,

or a long time, painted individuals
elonging to minority gender and

exual orientations in a predatory light
in an attempt to further ostracise this
community. However, gender and sexual
orientation are unrelated to one’s moral
compass, and in fact, a growing evidence
base suggests that children are at a far
higher risk of child sexual or domestic
abuse from members of their own family
or others close to them, than from any
other societal group.

So, is the culture of wokeism really so
bad if it is rooted in the fight for equality?
Throughout history, we have seen groups
discriminated against for reasons beyond
their control. There was once a time
when women could not vote nor hold
jobs, people of colour could not live in
certain neighbourhoods or enter certain
establishments, and gay men could not
access lifesaving medical treatment.
Although we may have made strides in
the fight for inclusivity, there is a still a
long way to go. In the UK alone, women
on average, earn 8.3% less in an hour
than men do; and black and minority
ethnic (BAME) individuals are twice

as likely to die in custody compared

to their white counterparts. Globally,
homosexuality is still criminalised in 68
countries, and same-sex marriage is only
legal in 32 countries. Surely, it is not
wrong to ask ourselves to do better. The
notion of a world in which we are all
treated equally does not need to remain a
utopian fantasy.

In order to implement change at a
ystemic level, it is important to foster

he right mindsets early on. Teaching
hildren to use inclusive, and inoffensive
anguage in school, and teaching them

0 appreciate and respect people from all
alks of life will result in them maturing
into forward thinking, progressive adults
ho will strive to make the world a

etter place for generations to come.
llowing children to express themselves
ow they see fit and teaching them

o stand up for those around them

oes not make them oversensitive or
heltered; rather, it makes them genuine,
motionally intelligent individuals

ho have a strong sense of right and
rong. Truthfully, it is near impossible
or children to remain sheltered in
oday’s digital age. With access to all

he information in the world at their
ingertips, they will develop opinions and
value system of their own in no time- it
s all we can do to nudge them in the
ight direction.

0, do I stand behind woke culture?
bsolutely. A friend recently told me of
n age-old African proverb that says,

if you want to go fast, go alone. If you
ant to go far, go together.” It reminds

s that there is only so much we are
apable of on our own, and that if we
just remember to lean on each other, we
ill be able to go so much further. So,
et’s continue to work together towards
world in which we love each other
ithout conditions; and if the only
rgument you might have against that is
he re-writing of Roald Dhal books, then
urge you to consider that there are
igger things to worry about.

hilst writing this article, I reached
ut to a few individuals and asked
hem to share their thoughts on woke

MAHIKA
PANDITHA

FREELANCE WRITER AND
BUSINESS OWNER.

What does being woke mean to you
and where do you stand in the fight for
inclusivity? Has woke culture impacted
your life in any way, and if so, how?
When “‘woke culture’ came about, it

was a shock to me only because it was
beyond me that the basics suddenly

had a name. Being *‘woke’ to me means
being aware of your surroundings both in
people and place, and to be respective of
them. What started off as a term coined
amidst the BLM movement, has now
grown to general terminology around
being socially and politically aware. It's
impacted me in an educational way - I
have learned a series of things that I
didn't know about fully before, which

has pushed me to further learn and
continue learning about the diverse
cultures and communities around me.

Where would you draw a line
between actually being woke, and
losing sight of the original goals of
the movement? I think people do tend
to get ahead of themselves sometimes.
Getting ahead of themselves by jumping
on a handwagon they don't understand,
but just because it's ‘trending’ in the
moment. That is where [ would draw
the line. If you were to title yourself

as being ‘woke’, I'd question whether
or not you truly knew where the term
was derived from and why it is being
used in the first place. Of course, there
are times where people can lose sight
of their original goals and things get
out of hand, but it is up to their peers
and community to enlighten them on
what is true, and right so that they don't
end up changing the greater narrative
which ends up causing further issues.

: What are your opinions on gender

i roles - what roles do people

i belonging to different gender

: identities / sexualities fill in society?
¢ We have been brought up with a

i rich culture and strong traditions, it

i is something I harp on about when I

i get the chance. That being said, there
i are predetermined norms of what you
i should do and how you should look if
: you are a girl, and the same for a boy.
¢ This concept is extremely limited and
¢ forces people to be in a mould that

¢ they did not choose. It is unfair to put

someone in a position simply because
of the way they choose to identify.

What are your opinions on classic
media such as books and plays being
edited to be more politically correct
/ culturally sensitive / inclusive?

As time goes on, we must adapt. It
would be absurd of us to not change
with the times, that is how people and
assets of the media get left behind,
regardless of if they are classic or

not. [ personally don't see the idea of
editing certain things in books or plays
because you must keep in mind that
the consumers of these pieces of media
are the current youth. If we, as adults
don't make the changes for a better
humanity, there will be no change and
history will repeat itself. There is no
necessity to keep slurs or insensitive
terms and words in media, it does not
necessarily add any pizzaz to the piece.
Something that shouldn’t be forgotten

: is that language is ever-growing,
i you can always find an alternative.

: If you were to have children of

i your own, how would you go about

i implementing / not implementing

i wokeism into their upbringings? When
¢ Thave children of my own, I would

: definitely educate them about how

: things were in the past or in the time

i we grew up in, to explain why they are
i the way they are when they are young.
i I 'am a firm believer of teaching a child

¢ about their history and allowing them to

learn on their own so that they can form
their own opinions from it. It would be
selfish of me to confine their thoughts
and personality to a box, when it is their
life, not mine. As they grow up, they
will continue to learn and develop and I
would only like to facilitate that, without
interfering to the point where they

feel they are wrong for the opinions or
personalities that they have. I would not
want to force my child do something
that she/he/they wouldn't want to do,
but of course, till my child is old enough
to voice their opinions or show clear
like or dislike towards something, I

will be making it a point to show them
the world and their options in it.

" Professional &
Career Women
Global Awards 2023

‘Nominations Now Open!

_ Markmg its 13th year of bonorzng inspiring
Sri Lankan women, Women in Management (WIM),
in collaboration with Women in Work, a partnership
between IFC and the government of Australia, have now
opened nominations for the “Top 50 Professional and

Career Women Global Awards 2023" under the theme of |
“Women Tt akzng Center Stage far Economic Recovery

* This will be IFC's eighth consecutive
year, fourth under the IFC-DFAT
Women in Work program, in-co-
hosting the awards, which recognizes
and celebrates Sri Lankan women
who have excelled in their careers,
businesses, and everyday life, '
inspiring others. Spanning over

- a decade, the Top50 Professional
and Career Women Awards has
recognized over 540 Sy Lankan
women and 360 women across the
world representing a wide array of
professions and careers. "This year,
the Top50 awards will recognize local
and global women leaders in chosen
fields and businesses, the ones who
challenged their talents and skills -
to reach higher in their professions

-locally and internationally,” said
Dr. Sulochana Segera, Founder
and Chairperson at Women n
Management.

With presence in Canada, Maldives,
and the United Arab Emirates, the
Top50 Professional and Career
Women Awards have set the
stage for the award winners’ own
: career or business trajectory, and
importantly, have encouraged many
- other aspiring Sri Lankan women
from diverse backgrounds to explore
new opportunities, propelling them ° .
to reach higher in their chosen field.
Speaking about this year's Awards,
Chair of the Panel of Judges, Kasturi
Chellaraja Wilson said that “as WIM
spreads its wings to the global arena,
We are looking forward to receiving
- nominations of women who have
impacted society and economy.”
Dinesh Weerakkody, Chairman of the
Board of nvestment, and member
of the 2023 Judging Panel said that
“WIM Global Awards’ celebrates the
achievements of women who inspire
others through their outstanding
achievements in their careers,
enterprises, and everyday lives. The
awards are presented to extraordinary
and inspirational woman who have
made a significant contribution
vmthm their fields. It is a privilege
to be associated
with the
global award

As WIM spreads
its wings to the
global arena, we

are lookmg forward

to receiving
nominations of
women who have
impacted society

and economy.”

This year’s panel of judges will be

- chaired by Kasturi Chellaraja Wilson,
Executive Director and Group Chief
Executive Officer Hemas Holdings
PLC, Dr. Mariyam Shakeela, Honorary
Consul of Belgium in Maldives,
former Cabinet Minister in Maldives

program .- and CEO of SIMDI, Sarah Twigg,

for the 2nd Program Manager of Women in Work

time”. at IFC, Santosh Menon, Chairman
of FCB KLLK, Dinesh Weerakkody;
Chairman of Board of Investment
of Sri Lanka, Prof. Selvaraj Oyyan:
Pillay, UUNIMAS Kuala Lumpur

- Leaning Center at GIA, Dunston
Pereira, CEO Private Office of HH
Sheikh Ahamed bin Faisal Al
Qassimi, Ngozi Oyewole, CEO of
Noxie Limited and President Women
in Africa, and Gowri Rajan, Director
of Sun Match Company.

With the aim of receiving
nominations from across the world,
this year, WIM has also included a
global representation in the judging
panel as well. Representing the
African continent, Ngozi Oyewole,
‘CEO of Noxie Limited and President
of Women in Africa, said that .
“inclusiveness and gender equality
are part of the DNA of real-world
women who are making their
entrepreneurial journeys and
who share their insights and
making a change in the wotld.
- With the nominations now
open, we are looking forward
o recognizing and celebrating
the many achievements of
women from across borders
— whose stories will help
break barriers and shatter
stereotypes, creating a more.
inclusive world.” =

~ Online: www.women
inmanagementawards.org.
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SPORTS

“ ri Lanka’s bowlers ripped
¢ through the New Zealand top
order, including snaring the key
_ wicket of Kane Williamson,
et to leave the hosts in trouble at
162-5 after the second day of the first
Test yesterday.

After posting a competitive 355
on the green Hagley Oval wicket in
Christchurch, Sri Lanka gave New
Zealand a soft start before gaining
momentum,

A productive burst either side of the
tea break from Asitha Fernando and
Lahiru Kumara claimed Devon Conway,
Williamson and Henry Nicholls as New
Zealand slumped from 67 without loss
to 76-3.

A pin-point Fernando yorker then
dismissed opener Tom Latham for 67
before Kasun Rajitha accounted for
Tom Blundell for seven.

“We’re doing pretty good,”
an elated Rajitha said at stumps.

*“This can happen tomorrow as
well. This wicket is helpful for the
fast bowlers, that’s why we were
trying to get wickets before tea.”

“It’s a good wicket for the
batsmen but they can’t trust the
bounce.”

Daryl Mitchell was on 40 at
stumps with Michael Bracewell
on nine, and although New
Zealand were still 193 in arrears,
Latham denied they were out of

the contest.

“If we can get as close to their score
as possible then hopefully we’ll be able
to put a bit of pressure on them with the
ball because as we’ve seen there’s plenty
in it for the bowlers,” he said.

Sri Lanka need to sweep the series
to keep their World Test Championship
hopes alive.

Their ambition was evident as they
celebrated each wicket and every
saved single.

Fernando, guilty of straying too often
down the legside in his opening spell,

M. SHAMIL AMIT

Wesley — St. Benedict’s
confront for Cartman

Cup and Luke Shield

days of play at the first encounter

came back to trap Conway Ibw for 30.

Three overs later, Kumara captured
the plum wicket of Williamson for
one on the last ball before tea and then
accounted for Nicholls for two soon
after the resumption.

The Sri Lankans were jubilant with the
wicket of Williamson, New Zealand’s
most prolific run-scorer and the hero
of the recent dramatic one-run victory
over England.

With the tea break beckoning, he
was seduced into attempting an

onwards.

Nine teams will be
participating in this historic
tournament, cansisting,

uncharacteristic big cover drive
but could not get the ball over
Dimuth Karunaratne.

Nicholls, with a question mark
over his Test future, had only
faced six balls when a rash attempt
to pull Kumara to the boundary
saw him caught at mid-wicket.

Latham persevered to bring up
his 27th half-century and looked
well set until he was bowled by
Fernando.

Sri Lanka had frustrated New
Zealand from the start of the
day when they resumed at 305-6
and added another 50 as they
stretched the innings for a further
17 overs.

Overnight pair Dhananjaya
de Silva and Rajitha clipped 11 off the
opening over of the morning before
skipper Tim Southee entered the attack
and had De Silva caught behind for 46.

When the new ball became due, Matt
Henry had Rajitha caught at mid-off
for 22 and New Zealand sensed the
end was near.

But Prabath Jayasuriya and Lahiru

w‘

first

TOTAL: (5 wickets, 63 overs) . 1p2
FALL DF WICKETS: 67-1, 70-2, 76-3, 134-4, 151:5
BOWLING: K. Rajitha 19-7-38-1, A. Fernando 19-5-
42-2,1. Kumara 14:5-34-2, D. de Silva 6-1-14-0,
A Mathews 3-0-18-0, P. Jayasuriya 2-0-11-0 =

Commercial Bank and Union
Bank; and six non-banking
institutions namely, LB
Finance, Citizens Development
Business Finance, LOLC,
Peoples Leasing, Orient
Finance and Assetline Leasing.
The nine teams will be
drawn into three groups to
play a round-robin and at the

New Zealand

ISTINNINGS

Kumara, while only adding five runs,
lasted 38 deliveries for the ninth wicket.

Henry eventually had Jayasuriya
caught behind for 13, leaving Kumara
(13 not out) and Fernando (10) to add
a further 19 runs off 26 deliveries for
the final wicket.

For New Zealand, Southee finished
with 5-64 and Henry 4-80.

MCA Sixes in Galle Stadium
today for

SUSILPREMALAL

The Mercantile Cricket
Association (MCA) for the
first time in their 112-year
cricketing history, will venture
out to conduct a tournament at
an outstation venue.

Implementing the idea
initiated by the incumbent
MCA President, Nalin
Wickremesinghe, the MCA
Tournament Committee will
conduct a coloured clothing /
white ball, six-a-side cricket
tournament today (11) at the
Galle International Cricket
Stadium,from 8:00 a.m.

time

OB

the best second of all three
groups will advance to the
knock-out stage.

The tournament will be
conducted according to the
Hong Kong International
Cricket Sixes Rules and Playing
Conditions.

The four special awards on
offer are for the best Batter,

Two leading cricket playing
schools Wesley College and St.
Benedict’s College will face off for
he James Cartman Cup which is
played over two days and followed
by the Rev.Bro.Luke Gregoory FSC
Shield encounter.

This was revealed at the launch
event held at the Jetwing Hotel

hich was attended by distinguished

uests from the two schools along

ith the Principal of Wesley Avanka
Fernando and Rev.Bro. Br.Pubudu
Rajapakse Director St.Benedict’s.

The two matches are played in
honour of two former principals of

he schools.

James Cartman was a former
principal of Wesley while Rev.Bro.
Luke Gregory was a former Director
of St.Benedict’s.

The two-day encounter for
he James Cartman Cup will be
played on March 17 and 18 at P.
Sara Stadium and the limited over
encounter for the Rev.Bro Luke
regory Shield will be played on
March 25 at the SSC ground which
iLl coincide with the Wesley Walk to
be held from the school premises to
he SSCground.

The series was inaugurated three
ears ago but unfortunately two full

was not possible due to bad weather
and the match ended in a draw.

The limited overs encounter had
to be cancelled due to the Covid
pandemic,

However though the matches
were not played the officials of
the two schools along with the
sponsors made donations to
Diyagala Boys School which was
received by the Managing Director
Rev.Bro Granville Perera in 2021
and last year donations were made
to 150 schools that are being by
supported by Wesley in conjunction
with the Sesquicentennial
celebrations in 2024.

Taian Lanka Steel Company
Pvt.Ltd,, has come forward as the
Platinum sponsor to these two
events which was appreciated by
the Principal of Wesley and Director
of St. Benedict’s for the support
extended.

The joint committee under the
guidance of Rev.Bro.Dr.Pubudu
Rajapakse, Director St. Benedict’s
and Avanka Fernando, Principal of
Wesley have made arrangements
for the spectators expected to
witness the two matches.In
addition both the matches will
be telecast live and also on
Quadrangual’s YouTube channel.

three banks, namely, HNB,

16th Battle of the North

completion of the league stage,
the three group winners and

Bowler,Most Sixes and Man of
the Final.

Jaflna Central in line to
record convinecing win

Jaffna Central College continued their domination

for the second successive day against traditional
rivals St.John’s College in the 116th Battle of the
North big match and have put themselvesin line

to record a convincing win when play ended on the

second day at the Central ground in Jaffna.
St.John's made to follow on and left with the

daunting task of erasing a deficit of 152 runs were in
dire straits as they succumbed to right arm spinner

Vikneswaran Paruthi and pacie Ranjithkumar
Newton who tormented them in the first innings

and were struggling on 137 for 7 needing a further

15 runs to avoid an innings defeat when play gets
underway on the final day.
The morning sessions proceedings on day two

saw the left and right pacies Ranjithkumar Newton
and Ananthan Kajan turning the tide in favor of the

Centralites as the duo ran through the Johnians

batting sharing seven wickets between them to have
them struggling. The Johnians were struggling for

survival after resuming from their overnight score

of 43 for 3 and found the pacie double too hot to
handle. They lost wickets at regular intervals as
Newton and Kajan combined with effect and the
Johnians from a position of 109 for 5 lost their last
five wickets for the addition of just 18 runs and was
bowled out for a low score of 127 runs.This was in
reply to the Centralites score of 279 runs.

The match will be continued today. -

Result:

Jaffna Central 279 (Nishanthan Ajay 74,
Jegatheeswaran Vithusan 71,Matheeswaran
Sansayan 42, Sutharshan Anushanth 27, Thakuthas
Abilash 15:Yogathas Vithushan 4 for 70,Anton
Abishel 3 for 67 Kirupananthan Kajakarnan 2 for 38)

St.Johin's Jaffna (43/3 overnight) 127 (Nesakumar
Jezial 43,Kamalapalan Sabesan 34 Ranjithkumar
Newton 4 for 27,Ananthan Kajan 3 for 8, Sudarshan
Anushanth 2 for 62) and 137 for 7 (Kamalapalan
Janaththan 26,Nesakumar Jezial 25,Arulseelan
Kavishan 22 n.o.:Vikneswaran Paruthi 4 for 50,
Ranjithkumar Newton 3 for 41)

MSEERALEEL

The 6th annual golfing encounter
between Thurstan College and Isipathana
ollege will take place on Sunday (12) at the
picturesque Royal Colombo Golf Club.

This encounter played for the Neomal
Fernando Challenge Trophy will tee off at 7

a.m.Both teams have two wins each under
their belts,while the last was a tie.

Thurstan will be led by the evergreen
golfer Milinda Ratnayake, who will have Noel
Joseph,Sumedha Amerasinghe,Harendra
de Silva,Chaminda Prabath, Sunil Jayakody,
Pandula Kuruppu, Bingumal Thewathanthri,
Chamikara Wijesinghe, Thushara Rupesinghe,

and Lakshman Sumathipala in his ranks.
Isipathana College, famous for its rugby

football, will see Ravi Liyanage leading the
outfit.Ravi,who led the National University
in rugby and later played for CR & FC,

will have Anura Somaratne, Brig.Nanda
Hathurusinghe, Anura Wimalaratne, Mervin
Preena, Roshana Samaranayake, Kishan

Thurstan - Isipathana Golf Tourney on Sunday

Serasinghe, Chamara Dayaratne,Ajith
Kulasinghe, Faiz Omar, Laki Wickremasinghe,
Saman Manchanayake, Neroy Marso, Himal
Randhima,and Sooriya Perera.

This year,the Green Machine will
miss out on top-class players such as
Manjula Lanerolle,Majid Awn,and Gayan
Amerasinghe,who are all away overseas.

__DailyMlirror

~ Thomians edge
_Royalist to reclaim

Fred de Saram Trophy |

The Old Bays of S.Thomas' College edged their traditiona
Royal College in sensational fashion at the 53" Royal-Thomian golf
tournament, winning 29 points to 28 and reclaiming the Fred de
Saram trophy. - _ -

In a keenly contested final, Royal College held a slender one-
point lead, before the Thomian pairing of Christopher Dias and Arjun
Gunaratna pulled off the win in the 17" hole. - _

It was a reminiscent of last year’s result, when Royal pulled-off a win
byhalfapoint. = ' : . .

Meanwhie, the Play Golf for Charity Fund exceeded Rs 5 million.

The Royal-Thomian Golfers’ Guild in partnership with Mortern Cricket
Australia had raised significant sums of money that will be presented to
The Royal College of Anesthetist and Intensivists of Sri Lanka.

This is in line with the College’s Heal Sri Lanka programme that will
ensure these funds be used to secure much needed medical equipment
to service the ICU and Critical Care units located in the peripheries.

. Dakshitha Serasundara

- Saliya Jayaweera
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SL in need of institutional reforms to achieve long-term debt sustainabilit

LATE CITY

@Says SL will remain
same unless
necessary changes
take place

mSceptical on IMF
bailout helping SL come
out of crisis

In a bid to achieve long-term debt
sustainability, seniot economist Steve Hanke
said Sri Lanka needs institutional reforms,

The professor of applied economics, who is
known for his work as a currency reformet in
emerging market countries, asserted that unless
institutional changes take place, along with the

rules of governance, the situation in countries

such as Sri Lanka would remain the same.

“In fact, most of the personalities involved
in Sri Lanka at the high level are exactly the
same as they’ve been for years. So, nothing has

changed,” he said in an interview with CNBC -

this week. : -

While the island nation is looking to unlock
the much-awaited bailout package with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
cconomist was sceptical on the relief helping
Sri Lanka’s crisis-stricken economy in the long
term. He pointed out that the country has gone
to the IMF several times, cap in hand for relief.

- “You have to remember that we have a
country that since 1965 has had 16 IMF

programmes and they've all failed. You get

temporary relief in anticipation of a bailout.
But in the long run ... none of these IMF
programmes work,"” he said. :
Earlier this week, the IMF announced that
Sri Lanka has been successful in securing

financial assurances from all the key creditors,

with China finally giving the nod for debt
restructuring. The move paves the way for the
IMEF to approve the US $ 2.9 billion bailout.

The IMF board will meet on Match 20 to
review the four-year agreement that was first
signed in September. '

Steve Hanke w

SL’s RD status to come off
onl er completion of debt

Selendiva Investment Compan
to be voluntary wound up

- .
& By Lakmal Soorivagoda

Murdu Fernando, Kumuduni

HNotes talks with private
sector creditors
could raise further
complications

®Long-Term Local
Currency IDR to be
further downgraded
if govt. restructures
or defauits onits local
currency debt

#Expresses confidence
in SL securing financing

Picture courtesy Getty Images §

restructuring p

“{ri Lanka is making good

rocess: Fitch

As there are no timelines fixed It “may” move the IDR out of ‘RD’,

Sclendiva Investments
Limited Company and Selendiva
Leisure Investments Limited,
a real estate and property
development company fully
owned by the government
Treasury, have informed the
Supreme Court that the two
companies are in the process of
voluntary winding up.

Professionals National Front
of Sri Lanka Secretary G.
Kapila Renuka Perera had filed
a fundamental rights petition,
seeking an order prohibiting
the Treasury secretary from
selling, leasing or alienating state
properties vested in Selendiva
Investments Limited Company.

When the petition was called
before the Supreme Court three-
judge bench comprising Justices

Wickremasinghe and Priyantha
Fernando, the counsel appearing
for Selendiva Investments
Limited revealed the company’s
move for voluntary winding up.
This petition is to be taken
up again on July 18, in order to
record the petitioner’s stance
regarding the future action.
According to the petitioner,
Selendiva Investments Ltd was
formed in accordance with a
Cabinet approval granted on or
around March 24, 2020, with
100 percent ownership vested in
the Treasury secretary, with the
goal of transforming the state-
owned hospitality portfolios
to optimum performance
levels through appropriate

restructuring. I
MOREON F10 |

support from IMF

reserves

National tea sales average

#Says unlocking bailout
package would bolster
official foreign exchange

progress towards unlocking
ko the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailout package but
its Restricted Default (RD) status
would only come off after the
debt restructuring process reaches
completion, rating agency Fitch said
yesterday.

for discussions on debt restructuring
to close, after the IMF approves the
support package, Fitch Ratings said
it believes that even if the official
creditors are more aligned in Sri
Lanka’s case, talks with private
sector creditors could raise further
complications.

upon the sovereign’s completion of a
commercial debt restructuring, after it
is certain that Sri Lanka’s relationship
with the international financial
community has normalised.

“Sri Lanka’s post-default ratings
would depend upon our assessment of
its credit profile. LMOREON P10

tips in Fehruary

UK economy rehounds

Standard Chartered provides

BEC: The prime minister has
said “confidence is returning”
after official figures showed the
economy grew by more than
expected in January.

Rishi Sunak said the data
confirmed the government’s
plan is “the right one and we
need to stick to it”.

The economy expanded
by 0.3 percent in January,
rebounding from a sharp fall in
December.

Higher school attendance and
the return of Premier League

as Rishi Sunak says
confidence is returning

football after the World Cup
helped boost the figure. The data
comes ahead of the Budget next
Wednesday when Chancellor
Jeremy Hunt will set out the
government’s growth plans.

January’s growth followed a
0.5 percent contraction in the
economy during December.
However, the ONS figures
also showed that the economy
stagnated in the November to
January period compared with
the previous three months.

[ MOREON P10

research briefing.

Bonuses, allowances and henefits
of employees of loss-making GPC

The team was in Sri Lanka to
deliberate at the annual Global
Research Briefing (GRB), themed
‘A year of two halves’ The event
was attended by approximately
150 corporate, commercial and
institutional banking (CCIB) clients
of Standard Chartered Bank.

MOREONF10

insights on glohal and Sri Lankan
economic outlook

The Global Research team of
Standard Chartered Bank, which
was in Sri Lanka recently, provided
key insights on the global and Sri
Lankan econamic outlook at its

From left: Standard Chartered Sri Lanka CEO Bingumal Thewarathanthri,
Global Head Fixed Income Research and Head Asia Research Kaushik
Rudra, Economist South Asia Saurav Anand and Head of ASA FX Research
Divya Devesh

Staying true to its brand ethos
of delivering ‘The Future. Today.’,
Dialog Axiata PLC, Sri Lanka’s
premier connectivity provider,
introduced ‘WiFi 6’ - the next-gen

The national tea sales average
for the month of February 2023
recorded Rs.1,438.20 (US §$ 3.96),
which is a dip from the previous
month.

The sales average in February
dropped by Rs.28.56 from
January 2023, where the average
was Rs.1,466.76. In comparison
to the February 2022 average
of Rs.725.63 (US $ 3.61), a
significant increase of Rs.712.57
and US § 0.35 year-on-year (YoY)
is shown.

The analysis of the elevational
averages for the month of February
2023 shows that the High Grown

Dialog “WiFi 6’ for first time in Sri Lanka

had a sales average of Rs.1,402.55
(US $ 3.86), recording a marginal
increase of Rs.7.52 month-on-
month (MoM). When compared
to the February 2022 average
of Rs.696.48 (US $ 3.47), a
significant increase of Rs.706.07
and US $ 0.39 is recorded YoY.
The Medium Grown average
of Rs.1,257.27 (US $ 3.46) foy
February 2023 recorded an
increase of Rs.14.45 MoM as well.
When compared to the February,
2022 average of Rs.645.08 (US
$ 3.21), a significant increase of
Rs.612.19 and US §$ 0.25 YoY is

shown. MOREON P10 |

and GEB scrapped

standard in Wi-Fi technology for the

#2H% salary increment
to be offered every
three years

#Min. secretary
instructed to kick off
process to terminate
collective agreement

The loss-making state-owned
entities in the power and energy
sector will not receive incentives
nd will see limitations in their pay
pgrades going forward.

The workforce of the Ceylon
lectricity Board (CEB) and Ceylon
etroleum Corporation (CPC) will
ave their benefits scrapped.

Power and Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera said the annual
bonuses, allowances and other
benefits would not be continued.
However, a salary increment of 25
percent would be offered
every three years, he said
in an update on Twitter
last evening.

Wijesekera shared that
the collective agreement
entered into with the
trade unions of the
CEB and CPC
would not be
continued.

“I have

instructed Secretary to the Min
of Power & Energy to commence
the process to terminate them
(agreements),” tweeted Wijesekera.

Towards the end of February, the
Ceylon Electricity Board Trade
Union Unity launched a strike
over several issues, which
included demanding annual
bonuses and medical payments,
which were not paid in 2022
and 2021.

Efforts are
underway to
restructure the

CEB and CPC,
which have
employees far
in excess.

first time in Sri Lanka.

With most homes having
significantly more Wi-Fi-enabled
devices, from smartphones, tablets to
TVs and smart home devices, which
require seamless connectivity, WiFi
6 enables better communication
between these multiple devices, which
require data simultaneously at faster
speeds and lower latency along with
wider coverage.

WiFi 6 will enable devices to
work in an optimal manner even
in interference zones (i.e. multiple
Wi-Fi networks), where the beam
forwarding feature of this technology
provides overall superior Wi-Fi
experience, due to the Wi-Fi signal

over previous generations and
introduces new technologies to help
mitigate issues that arise when using
multiple Wi-Fi devices on a single
network, keeping connections strong
even as more and more devices

Kanchana Wijesekera

only targeting WiFi 6-enabled
devices.
WiFi 6 is a substantial upgrade

start demanding data. Further, the
lower latency enabled by WiFi 6
technology provides the best gaming

and streaming experience. Dialog
Smart Home recently launched the
WiFi 6-enabled ‘Wi-Fi Mesh’, a
holistic and highly-secure home
Wi-Fi system designed to boost
Wi-Fi connectivity to every corner of
the home, thereby eliminating low-

coverage blind spots. ]
¢ P L MOREON P10
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' SARVODAYA

SECURITY | WOLUME

ACL PLASTICS ...
ACME.... ...
AGALAWATTE........
AHOT PROPERTIES ...
AITKEN SPENCE....
ALLIANCE..........
AMANA BANK ...
ASIA ASSET ...
ASIA CAPITAL...
ASIRIL...........
ASIRISURG.......
BAIRAHA FARMS ..
BALANGODA .....
BUKIT DARAH...

C M HOLDINGS.. .
C T HOLDINGS .. S 183.5...1835..
CARGILLS ........ . S 227..232.25
CARGO BOAT. . .

(DB [CDB.X0000] .
CENTRAL FINANCE ... 574 .
CENTRALIND........ ,924 90........ 924...924

CEYLINCOINS. ... 8,360.. 2,100.00 2,195.002,195.00 2,195.00.
CEYLINCO INS. [CINS.X0000] . ...98..1,074.75 1,052.501,052.50 1,052.50.

CEYLON GUARDIAN............
CEYLONINV. ...
CEYLON TOBACCO
CHEMANEX............

CIC [CIC.X0000]....
CITRUS LEISURE ...
COLD STORES.......
COLOMBOCITY.....

COLOMBO LAND .. -
COMMERCIAL BANK ... .. 65,959 ..
COMMERCIAL BANK [COMB.X0000]..9,981
CONVENIENCE FOOD ..o 1

DANKOTUWA PORCEL..

DIALOG........ SARVODAYA DEVFIN .. LCB FINANCE
..................... SEYLAN BANK.........cccoo. LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL
DIPPED PRODUCTS SEYLAN BANK [SEYB X0000]. LOLC GENERALINS...
DOCKYARD SEYLAN DEVTS... LOTUS HYDRO...
DOLPHIN HOTEL! SHAW WALLACE . LUMINEX.........ccooce
DURDANS SIERRA CABL....... MACKWOODS ENERGY .
DURDANS [CHL.ROOO! SINGER FINANCE.... MAHAWELI COCONUT..
DURDANS [CHL. ROOOl] STANDARD CAPITAL .. MAHAWELI REACH .......
EB CREASY ..o SUNSHINE HOLDING.. MARAWILA RESORTS ...
EAST WEST............ SWISSTEK ............... MASKELIYA ...
EASTERN MERCHANT .. TALAWAKELLE MILLENNIUM HOUSE ...
EX-PACK ................ TANGERINE............. MYLAND ..o
EXPOLANKA .. 14950(175 | TEASMALLHOLDER NESTLE..........
FORT LAND........ 5. 26.70(020) | TEEJAY LANKA ... NUWARAELTYA
GALLE FACE CAP ... Lo 18.50 0.20 | THREE ACRE FARMS PALM GARDEN HOTL
GESTETNER........... TOKYO CEMENT ot PEGASUS HOTELS ...
GRAIN ELEVATORS ... TOKYO CEMENT [TKYO. XOOOO] ..... PEOPLE'S MERCH .....
HAYCARB .............. UNION BANK PRIMERESIDENCIES .
HAYLEYS......... UNION CHEMICALS ..coooiviie RAIGAM SALTERNS ..
HAYLEYS FABRIC... UNISYST....ooooi RAMBODA FALLS ...
HAYLEYS FIBRE..... UNITED MOTORS RENUKA HOTELS...
HAYLEYS LEISURE. VALLIBEL ........ RICH PIERIS EXP...
HDFC....ooco VALLIBEL FINANCE. ROYAL PALMS.......
HELA ..o WATAWALA ... SATHOSA MOTORS ...
HEMAS HOLDINGS WINDFORCE.... SERENDIB HOTELS
HNB ..o YORKARCADE ... 31000000 1340000134 013975 .137.75 375
HNB ASSURANCE .. HSENIDBIZ ........ do1e2. 16.2...... 159.....16. 00(010)
HNB [HNB.X0000] SECOND BOARD . S SINGERIND. .............
HORANA............. AMBEON CAPITAL .....ccocovvviccnne. 963,964 ............ 9.5 9.8..... 107...... 95...10.30 0.80 | SINGHE HOSPITALS .
HOTEL SIGIRIYA ... BROWNS BEACH ... R e 1250 125 12.3....12.40(010) | SOFTLOGICCAP...
HOTELS CORP.... DIALOG FINANCE ... ..625....625. ... 62.... . 30) | SOFTLOGICFIN.....
HUNTERS .............. DISTILLERIES.......... .21 w20, ; SOFTLOGIC LIFE
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. .. 3. EDEN HOTEL LANKA ... TAL LANKA. ...
JKH 142 OO (050) HUNAS HOLDINGS ..... TESSAGRO ...
KANDY HOTELS. , AT 87670 L JAT HOLDINGS .......... . . TESS AGRO [TESS.X0000].
KAPRUKA ...... ,506 .. .8.9.. 99 87 8 80 (0.10) | KOTMALE HOLDINGS. 386...... 386....... 386..386.25 .....- | UDAPUSSELLAWA ...
KEGALLE............ . . . 132.75(125) | LOLCFINANCE........ 6.3.0063000.6.1........6.10(020) | UNION ASSURANCE..
KELANI CABLES 5.50% MADULSIMA .. 2640 111,112, 114. 112, .11.20 010 | VALLIBELONE.....
IKELANL TYRES... 020} | ON'ALLY......... .29 .29 .29......29.00 VIDULLANKA............
KELANI VALLEY ORIENT FINANCE... 2407374 4 7 VIDULLANKA [VLL-X-0000] ....c....co.......
KINGSBURY ...... . SINGER SRI LANKA. 847 ... 13.1.... 131..... 125...12.70 (030) WATCH LIST . . -
KOTAGALA ....coocoovvvviccineenn 193,713 6.6 666865660 ... SLT e .68165......824....825.....84.9 ... 82....83.50 1.10 | COOPINSURANCE .........ccccooovrennnn 241391.......35....30
L O L CHOLDINGS. 600) | TRANSASIA. ... 26l 50 47 ... 47 45...4530(470) | NAWALOKA.... ... ...54,330..
LAKE HOUSE PRIN. . ..182.00(300) | EMPOWER BOARD. . R, ODELPLC oo 170..
LANKA ALUMINIUM ... 18.70 0.70 | CHRISSWORLD..........coooiiiiie 2 751......114 .. 122.... 122 1191190 0.50 | RADIANT GEMS . 63

5 404.50 (150 | LANKA VENTURES ..

80 ... LB FINANCE

...... MULLERS .............

...... NAT. DEV. BANK..
...... NATION LANKA ..

...... NATIONS TRUST [NTB-X-0000]
...... OVERSEAS REALTY.....ccooovcvviverniennnn. 37
...... PANASIA ...

2195.009500 | PEOPLES LEASING ..
...... PGP GLASS ..............
Ao 71.20 (190% PRINTCAREPLC..
36.10 (260
.694.75 850 | REGNIS.............
...... RENUKA AGRI.....
0 ... RENUKA CITY HO

SAMPATH ..o 1,331,255
...... SAMSON INTERNAT.

LAUGFSGAS ...
LAUGFS GAS [LGL.X0000] .
LAXAPANA ...

LION BREWERY ...

LVL ENERGY
MALWATTE .....

MELSTACORP.......
MERCHANT BANK...

NAMUNUKULA ...

NATIONS TRUST

PANASIAN POWER .
PEOPLE'SINS.........

RILPROPERTY...

RENUKA FOODS.......
RENUKA HOLDINGS ........................ 49,323 ...
RENUKA HOLDINGS [RHL.X0000]......... 976....
RESUSENERGY...........ccooooi. 14,7
RICHARD PIERIS.
ROYAL CERAMIC. .2,
SMBLEASING ... A5
S M B LEASING [SEMB.X0000] ...... 290,181....

SANASA DEV.BANK....

36.2.....38.50 1.60 | AMBEON HOLDINGS.
58.7.....58.80 (050) | AMFCOLTD..........

371 39
LANKA WALLTILE ... 6l 62.......
LANKEM DEV....... .

......... 43.....44....45....43....4400.10

SECURTTY | YOLUIMERNSV Y A B OPENINHIGH I OW SECURITY. WOLUME
........ LANKA ASHOK ..o _ 725......725..722.75..713.25 ... | EMLCONSULTANTS ................... 239,310
1.90% LANKA HOSPITALS. .14, .. 107.75..109.75.........105... 108.25 3.25 | DIRISAVI BOARD.
625 | LANKAIOC............. 497771 199....... 199 194.75..195.25 (375 | AGSTARPLC........
0_403 LANKA REALTY 126001260 13 12.3....13.00 0.40 | ALUMEXPLC......
260) | LANKATILES....... 5d.. 54_5 ........ 527...53.10(010) | AMANATAKAFUL....

ASTA SIYAKA.....
BANSEI RESORTS.....
BOGALA GRAPHITE..
BOGAWANTALAWA ..
BPPL HOLDINGS ...

CITRUS HIKKADUWA ..
b 50.10 (240) CITRUS WASKADUWA ..
6.......0.60 COM.CREDIT ..........
COMMERCIAL DEV.
DILMAH CEYLON.......
E - CHANNELLING.
ELPITIVA ...
EQUITY TWO PLC..
EXTERMINATORS..
FCTREASURIES.....
FIRST CAPITAL .....
FORTRESS RESORTS..
GALADARL.............
HAPUGASTENNE...
HATTON ...........
HNB FINANCE

HNB FINANCE [HNBF-X 000
HVAFOODS ...........cooo.

JANASHAKTHI INS...
JETWING SYMPHONY ..
JOHN KEELLS ............

KAHAWATTE ...
KEELLS FOOD ...
KEELLS HOTELS.....
LANKEM CEYLON ..
LAUGFSPOWER ................
LAUGFS POWER [LPL X-0000].

9 13.00 (030)
5.77870(010)

0
2970(130)
.7.30(0.10)
..70.00 3.30
2177215 77199720110 (080)
716775160 - 161.00 0.50

ww@iumoowm'oo'minlhi—\'r\)o

3.
......... 9
1,060.00 1,030.00. 104975 gaﬁ
1,451.00 1,450.00. 1450.00 {05
...... 60.40 2.10
330,40 (L80)

o480 0.20
790 (030)
64......6.60 0.10

1..25.10 (060)

78...79.50 450
..575.00 4.00

363350 ...
59,58 590(010
e 17.....17.00 (020,
...284...28.20 ...

Exchange Rates

(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted by commercial
banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Transfers (TT) at 9.30 a.m. are as
follows.

CURRENCY BUYING RATE ........cccooveiennn SELLING RATE
Australian Dollar 2034530 .. 218.3542
Canadian Dollar 2231377 239.5960
Chinese Yuan (Renminbi) 440918 47.8708
Euro 328.3984 ... .349.7183
Japanese Yen 22763 2.424%
Singapore Dollar 2286203 .. 244.1145
Sterling Pound 370.0797 393.4981
Swiss Franc 3326583 L 356.9861
US Dollar 3116269 .. 328.9042

(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies based on previ-
ous day’'s market weighted average rate for the US$ are as follows.
COUNTRY CURRENCY ....ccovmrimienns INDICATIVE RATE
Bahrain Bahrain Dinar ..........ccocooiviiinne 845.1243
Kuwait Kuwait Dinar ... .. 1,036.676%
Oman OmanRial ... 827.6074
Qatar Qatar Rival ..o 87.3350
Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabian Riyal ... ... 84.8737
UAE UAE Dirham ..., 86.7477

Contd. from Page 09

. was witnessed in the S&P SL20. High

The ASPI closed in red as a result
of price losses in counters such as
Commercial Bank, Sampath Bank
and Vallibel One with the turnover

1.7% and the S&P SL.20 lost 0.5%
whilst recording an average daily
turnover of Rs. 2.74 Bn.

crossing Rs 1.7 Bn. Similar behavior

net worth and: institutional investor

Ceramics and Lanka Walltiles) whilst

participation was noted in John Capital; Dialog Axiata and Browns the sector index lost 0.59%. The

Keells Holdings, Expack Corrugated  Investments. Foreign participation  share price of John Keells Holdings

Cartons and Hayleys. Mixed interest  in the market activity remained at = decreased by Rs 0.50 (0.35%) to close
was observed in Lanka 10C, Royal subdued levels with forei-gners closing - at Rs 142.00. The share price of Royal

Ceramics and Lanka Walltiles whilst - as net buyers.

Ceramics recorded a loss of Rs 0.30

retail interest was noted in Softlogic. During the week the ASPI gained  (0.87%) to close at Rs 34.00. The share

I Board review as anindication that the IMIF regards the T

financing assurances it has received from key official

| nlalﬂqt‘Wi Fi B,... ; ~oreditors as sufficiently credible to move forward,” said the Standard Chal‘tBrEd...
¢l

This is the Tatest addition ta its portfolio of future-
ready solutions and addressmg the need for seamless,
uninterrupted connectivity. -

agency. It added that the board approval of the pragramme

would release the IMF funding and should unlock additional During the briefing, the Global Research team addressed
financing from multilateral creditors. _ variaus questions and shared their views on the global and

“This would bolster oficial foreign exchange reserves, St Lankan economic outiook for the year ahead. The team

— which have already risen 30 percent from their trough in discussed their forecasts for the year as the global economy

October 2022 said Fitch.

continues to navigate multiple headwinds in the first half and

SL,S Hn . . — anticipated shifts in the second half with China’s r ‘eopening. :
nus - The team also-discussed the ongoing debt restructuring

If the key parameters for returnmg to debt sustainahility

and critical reforms that Sri Lanka is undertaking, which

under the IMF programme allow for a moderate and : se |elldlva |nVB stment... i shape the economy’s future in 2023 and beyond. They

extended debt reduction process, this could facilitate debt

- restructuring talks but may weigh on the sovereign’s post- -
default credit rating,” Fitch said in a statement yesterday.

The Long-Term Local-Currency IDR would be further including state-owned Canwill Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd, Hotel the government’s effarts to face economic challenges, the

downgraded if the government announces plans to
restructure or defaults on its local currency debt, it added,
pointing out that the issuie of whether to include local
currency debt in any restructuring would be one of the
factors complicating debt negotiations,

Fitch downgraded Sri Lanka’s Lang-Term Local-
Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) to 'CC;, from ‘CCC

The petitioner states that on or around May 18,2021, he .~ explored the path for debt sustainahility in Sri Lanka and
has seen a press briefing of the Cabinet decisions, which how the LKR will hehave during and after the restructuring
included infarmation relating to several approved proposals, = process. Regarding Standard Chartered Banlc's support of

Developers {Lanka) PLC and Hatels Colombo Ltd, have been - team expressed hope for a positive outcome through debt
already vested in Selendiva Investments Ltd at present. ~ restructuring and favourable economic outputs:

- The petitioner also feared that it would cause “Standard Chartered is fully committed to stpporting Sri
‘irreparable harm to the country’s cultural heritage, Lanka during these challenging times. We have taken various
as some of the properties to be vested in Selendiva steps to face economic challenges, including supporting
Investments Ltd are said to be historic and architecturally  our clients’ businesses and extending financing solutions.

in December 2022, - valuable buildings that are listed to be preserved in City - We will continue to work closely with the gevemment and

However, the agency is positive that the island nation will
likely secure financing support from the IMF.

The IMF funding should improve Sri Lanka’s external -
liquidity but the timing of any debt restructuring
agreement with official and private creditors remains
uncertain, said Fitch,

“We view the announcement of a date for the Executwe .

of Golombo Development Plan 1989 other stakeholders to navigate through the ongoing debt

" If the Cabinet decision is executed, the petitioner * - restructuring process and support the country’s path towards
and citizens of this country will lose access to important economic stability and growth. We remain aptimistic about
historical, archaeological and architecturally valuable sites the outcome of the debt restructuring and look forward to-
located in the aforementioned territories, the petitioner said. ~ favourable economic outputs soon,” said Standard Chartered

- Senior Counsel Dharshana Weraduwage, with Dhanushi -~ Sri Lanka Chief Executive Officer Bingumal Thewarathanthri, -
Kalupahana and Ushani Atapattu, appeared for the petitioner. “We are delighted to have organised the GRBas an -

y Capital Goods sector was the top
4 rhres e contributor to the market turnover
S@(’:ur ’t’@s (due to John Keells Holdings, Royal

Indices close the week on a mixed note

price of Lanka Walltiles declmed by Rs

0.50 (0.84%) to close at Rs 58.80.

Insurance sector was the second
highest contributor to the market
turnover whilst the sector index
increased by 2.09%.

Softlogic Capital and Lanka I0C
were also included among the top
turnover contributors. The share price

of Softlogic Capital gained Rs 1.10

(9.48%) to'close at Rs 12.70. The share
price of Lanka IOC moved down by Rs
3.75 (1.88%) to close at Rs 195.25.

in-person event in Sri Lanka after a lapse of four years. It during the period of January-February 2023 when compared
is-an honour to have brought together our esteemed GCIB to the correspondiing period of 2022, both in Sri Lankan

" olients for a timely discussion on Sri Lanka's economic rupee and US dollar terms.

future. We thank our Global Research team for sharing their —

- insights on the global and local outlook for the year ahead.

We hope that this event has provided valuable insights and UK econom

that together, we can huild stronger economic resilience

for Sri Lanka,” said Standard Chartered Sri Lanka Head of ~ Sunak added that the dala showed the eeonony i “better
Corporate Affairs, Brand and Marketing Anuk De Silva. than people had feared”

The event commenced with De Siva setting the stage and Bt Rachel Reeves, Labour's shadow chancellor, said:
welcoming the audience, followed by the opening address Today’s results show our economy is still mchmg along this
by Thewarathanthri, The event included speaker sessions =~ 10ry path of managed decline.’

by the Standard Chartered Global Research team, including Darren Morgan from the Office for National Statistios

Global Head Fixed Income Research and Head Asia Research ~ (ONS), which collects and publishes the data, said the main
Kaushik Rudra, who mate a presentation on the 2023 global factors behind January’s growth were “the return of children

- economic outlook, Economist South Asia Saurav Anand,who o classrooms, follawing unusually high absences in the run-

spoke about the Sri Lankan economic outlook and Head of P to Chistmas, the Premier League clubs retumed toa ful
ASA FX Research Divya Devesh, who provided insights an the: schgdule after the end of the Wnrld Gup and private health
way forward with the FX strategy. The event alsoincluded ~ Providers also had a strong mon

a panel discussion, moderated by Thewarathanthri and

“Postal services also partially recn\femd from the effects

featured the three speakers as panellists and concluded with 0 December's strkes”
an interactive 08A session. In education, school absences rose in December due to a

— spike in winter flu, Covid-13 as well as rising rates of Strep A
which can lead to scarlet fever, o _
: = The retum of more children to school helps to baost
Natll)lla| tea.. . . the economy as it is deemed to increase the output of the
Meanwhile, the Low Grown average of Rs.1 489 99 (US education sector. The ONS said the education sector grew:
$4.10) in February 2023 recorded a decrease of Rs.54.40 by 2.5 percent in January following a fall of 2.6 percent the
(US $0.15) MoM. Compared to the February 2022 average month before,
of Rs.759.45 (USD 3.78), it shows a significant increase of Activity in arts, entertainment and recreation also grew,
Rs. 130, 54 and US $0.32 YoV All elevations record a gain - mainly due to the return of Premier League foothall.
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