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Many say
Nuwara Eliya is
an ugly town

President wants a
formal plan

President Ranil Wickremesinghe said a formal
plan to develop Nuwara Eliya town must be drafted
instead of ad-hoc measures to develop the town,

“Honestly, many say Nuwara Eliya is an ugly
town. Do you want it to become uglier with these
plans?”the President questioned officials during
a discussion held at the Nuwara Eliya District
Secretariat.

People should elect
Ranil uncontested
for next term - Vajira
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7 KELUM BANDARA
United National Party ( UNP) MP Vajira

Abeywardane said Sri Lankan people should elect
President Ranil Wickremesinghe uncontested for

another term.
Basil could be
SLPP presidential

candidate:
Kariyawasam

® False allegations were
levelled against him in
the recent past. Cases
were filed against him
and he was freed from all
those cases”

1 AJTH SIRIWARDANA

Claiming that the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) was yet to name its Presidential Candidate,
SLPP General Secretary Sagara Kariyawasam

said Basil Rajapaksa was an ideal candidate

who functioned as the Economic Development
Minister when making Sri Lanka one of the fastest
developing countries in the world.

He told a news conference that Basil Rajapaksa
was a suitable person to give leadership to Sri
Lanka, who has showcased his potential.

SEE RESTOF THE STORY.ONAZ D>

Remanded
for boarding a
ship secretly
to go abroad

® The suspects were
young men between
21 and 35 years of age
from Jaffna, Velanai,
Thondamanaru and
Pudukudiruppu

1/ DG, SUGATHAPALA

A group of four individuals who secretly boarded

a ship to go abroad, were produced before Galle
Acting Magistrate Premaratne Thiranagama last

morning and remanded till April 18.
SEE REST OF THE STORY N A2 D>
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NO LG POLLS YET, BUT EC
FACES DEBT OF RS.375 MN

® EC writes to Treasury, requesting for the needed funds
® EC says have to pay private contractors for orders already given

@ |f Treasury releases advance payment of Rs.700 million can hold
LG polls

® Sources on ground says LG Polls highly unlikely anytime soon
Y JAMILA HUSAIN

he Elections Commission is facing a debt of Rs.375 million which it has to pay to private contractors for the orders

it had already placed for the Local Government Elections which was to be held on March 9 but was subsequently

postponed due to the lack of funds, the Daily Mirror learns. Sources within the Commission told Daily Mirror

that the Elections Commission has written to the Treasury requesting for the funds to be released so that the
private contractors could be paid and all dues cleared. The Treasury had already released Rs.188 million to the Elections
Commission earlier but the Commission has asked for a further Rs.375 million to pay for the orders it has already placed
such as printing of ballot cards, polythene, cardboard and other expenses.
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LG polls unlikely before presidential polls,
without judicial intervention: PAFFREL

Presidential polls also to be delayed, citing same reasons

@ If LG elections are to be held before presidential election, the
only window of opportunity is through judicial intervention
o' KALAN! KUMARASINGHE
The local government election will not be held prior to the impending presidential election, unless there is judicial
intervention, Executive Director of People’s Action for Free and Fair Elections (PAFFREL) Rohana Hettiarachchi said.

“Presidential polls are due next year November. Preparations for that election will begin in August or September. If local
government elections are to be held before the presidential election, the only window of opportunity is through judicial

intervention,’ Hettiarachchi said.
SEEREST OF THE STORY ON A2 D>

Solution to rising toque monkey population

Sri Lanka to send 100,000
toque monkeys to zoological
gardens inChina e

@ Minister Mahinda Amaraweera said that steps
should be taken to appoint a committee with
the approval of the Cabinet to study the legal
situation in this regard

A group of Chinese representatives has submitted a request to the
Agriculture Ministry to provide Sri Lankan toque monkeys to zoological
gardens in China.

A special discussion was held yesterday at the Agriculture Ministry in this
regard regarding the grant request for 100,000 toque monkeys in our country
under the first phase.

According to this discussion,Agriculture Minister Mahinda Amaraweera
said that steps should be taken to appoint a committee with the approval of
the Cabinet to study the legal situation regarding the provision of Sri Lankan
toque monkeys to a foreign country.

Many have
misunderstood
me: Rajitha

£/ YOHAN PERERA

While Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SIB)
General Secretary Ranjith Madduma Bandara
said yesterday that MP Rajitha Senaratne had
changed his mind on the crossover,the latter
says that many have misunderstood him.

“Rajitha Senaratne will not crossover
as anticipated, Madduma Bandara said in
response to a query made by Daily Mirror on
the outcome of the meeting the SJB MPs had
with the Kalutara District Parliamentarian last
evening. MP Senaratne too said he explained
his stand to the group of $JB MPs including
Madduma Bandara and Lakshman Kiriella he
met,and they fully understood his position.

SEEREST OF THE STORY.ON 42 2>

Getting read for New Year

People were seen buying clay pots to boil milk and prepare milk rice for the
Sinhala and Tamil New Year day. The New Year is celebrated with boiling
milk in a clay pot symbolizing prosperity, as milk spills over from all sides of
the pot.

PIX BY NIMALSIRI EDIRISINGHE

SJB issues are
not important

® As per the agreement the
government is bound to
identify governance and
weakness risks across certain
core state functions

¢ YOHAN PERERA

Internal issues of Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) and crossovers are not
the most important issues at the moment as there are greater issues which
have to be focused an,such as violation of IMF agreement, SJB MP Chief
Opposition Whip Lakshman Kiriella said yesterday.

SEEREST OF THE STORY ON A2 DD

Train services
increased to
33 during

festive season

{11 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

Due to the increase in commuters, the
Railways Department has assigned 38
additional train services to operate during
the festive season.

SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A2 D>

Decision to reduce
prices of school bags,
shoes immediately: FM

® Currently, import of shoes and bags has
been completely suspended and only
raw materials are being imported for
local production
51 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA
The Finance Ministry has decided to bring down the price of school bags and
shoes immediately, State Minister Ranjith Siyambalapitiya said.

He pointed out that with the start of the new school term, parents are having
a hard time buying shoes and bags for their children.

SEEREST OF THESTORY.ON 12 D>

Sri1 Lanka seeks
relaxation of
travel advisories

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry yesterday urged other countries to
review their travel advisories to reflect the stability in the country,which would
further encourage tourist influx.

Sabry, who convened a briefing on current developments in Sri Lanka for the
Colombo-based diplomatic corps, thanked the international community for the
support extended to Sri Lanka towards its economic recovery and briefed the

diplomats on progress made in this regard. 7
SEERESTOF THE STORYON.AZ D>
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OBITUARIES

CATHIRAVEL -
KATHIRAGAMATHAMBY
(Retired Director of Customs),
passed away peacefully on
11.3.2023 at his residence.
Beloved husband of Sarojinidevi
and son of late Cathiravel and
late Thangamma, loving father of
Baskaran, Bavani, (Canada) and
Rudrani (Australia), father-in-law
of Yogadinusha, Mayuran and
Ravindran, grandfather of Mahesh,
Tharani, Kailash, Nagulan Kevisha
and Dhivyesh. Viewing will be at
Jayaratna Parlour from 4 p.m. to
7 p.m. on 12th Wednesday and
thereafter from § a.m. onwards on
13th Thursday followed by Hindu
rituals at 2.30 p.m. Cremation at
General Cemetery, Borella (Hindu
Section) at 4.30 p.m. 109034

DE SILVA — MRS. NIMALA of
No. 16, Galle Road, Urawatta,
Ambalangoda. Beloved wife of
late Mr. Siripala de Silva (Planter),
beloved mother of Prof. Lalith de
Silva, late ASP Sumith de Silva
(Sri Lanka Police), late Mr. Rajith
de Silva, beloved mother-in-law
of Poshini, Sepali and Priyantha,
beloved grandmother of Jayan
(Australia), Diluka (Australia),
Yoshani (Australia), Navoda
(Dubai), Danushka (SLIIT &
formerly at Deakin), Ravini
(Australia), Anushka (Gampaha
Base Hospital), Lakshi, Hasitha
and Nirod (UG of Moratuwa),
great-grandmother of Baby Rehali,
expired. Funeral is scheduled at
4.00 p.m. on 12th April 2023 at
family burial grounds, Urawatta,
Ambalangoda. 0912257824. 6663

FERNANDO - SHANTHI (SEAN).
Father of Gayani and Kusal,
grandfather of Larissa, ex-husband
of Ranjani (Kelsie), brother of
Nihal, Ramya, late Keerthie and
of Jayanaga and Asoka, son of late
KC and Metlyn Fernando. Remains
will lie at A.F. Raymond Funeral
Parlour on Thursday 13th April
from 8 a.m. — 11 a.m., cremation
at 11.30 a.m. at General Cemetery,
Borella. (New Crematorium)
109028

PARAKRAMA - CHRISTOPHER
(CHRIS). Eldest son of the late
Sita and Sali Parakrama, beloved
husband of Dushy, loving father
of Nicole and Laura, adoring
grandfather of Cayo, Noa, Henley
and Ivan, treasured son-in-law
of the late Chandra Selvaratnam,
dearest brother of Arjuna, Shehara
and Romany, cherished father-
in-law of Shamil and Sam, was
called to rest in the arms of Jesus
on 10th April 2023, Viewing at A.F.
Raymond’s Funeral Parlour, from
9.00 a.m. onwards on Wednesday
12th April 2023. Funeral Service
will be held at the parlour at 4.00
p-m. followed by cremation at the
General Cemetery, Borella at 5.00
p-m. (Old Crematorium). 108917
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14™ YEAR REMEMBRANCE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

RAVI FERNANDOPULLE

With time years have passed by.

Joy has overcome the sorrow - -
Families have overcome the loneliness.
Death has overcome life.

But nothing can overcome
The memory's we shared.
Your life story still continues to inspire us.

Delaine, Chris, Susan & Raaya, Revon

& Awandi and Elaine & Yoshan. :
'Fatima', Dankotuwa.
27A, Jawatte Gardens, Colombo 5.

12th April 2023
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NO LG POLLS YET, BUT EC

FACES DEBT OF RS.375 MN

The Elections Commission in a statement
yesterday officially announced that the LG
polls had been further postponed with no
new date set.

Initially the LG Polls were declared to be
held on March 9 but it was postponed for
April 25. However due to the lack of funds
to hold the Polls, it has been postponed
indefinitely and will now be held only after
a confirmation from the Treasury. However

sources within the Commission said that
with some legal cases ongoing, if the court
rules that the LG Polls should be held, then
the Elections Commission will discuss with
the Treasury and declare a new date as per
the order of the court.

The Daily Mirror learns that the LG polls
are expected to cost an estimated Rs.10
billion and if the Elections Commission gets
an advance payment of Rs.700 million, it can

still go ahead with the polls as the remaining
amounts can be paid after the polls are held.

However with the present economic crisis,
sources on ground said that it is highly unlikely
that the LG polls will be held anytime soon
and it may be possible that the next election
that will be held is the Presidential Election
next year.

According to law, the next Presidential
Election will be held in November 2024.

People should elect
Ranil uncontested
for next term - Vajira

Mr.Abeywardane who is believed to be a close
confidant of the President said the possible rival
candidates of Mr.Wickremesinghe could not even
think how to resuscitate the economy and make
Sri Lanka a country to be reckoned with in the
global context.

“The president took over a country that
remained engulfed in public unrest with petrol
lines,demonstrations and food shortages. People
were quarreling in queues for purchasing gas
and fuel. Farmers were protesting with their
agricultural implements.But, he brought normalcy
back within a short time after taking over power.
Therefore, people should elect him uncontested
for the next term in my view, Mr.Abeywardane
said. “The President should contest the next
election.If he is in the fray, people should elect
him as a national asset ; he added.

MANY HAVE
MISUNDERSTO0D
ME: RAJITHA

“| told them what | had to say,and they fully
understood my position. | said most of the people
including the media have misread me.They
wanted me to issue a statement and deny the
media reports,but | said I will only release the
full video footage of my recent press conference,
he added.

New report on
demarcation

SUGGESTST0
REDUCE LG MEMBERS
ELECTED TO HALF

® There are more than 8000
members in municipal
councils, urban councils,
Pradeshlya Sabhas and
provincial councils

The total number of members elected to Local
Government bodies has been reduced to 4,714 in
the new report on demarcation, that was handed
over to Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena by
chairman of the National Delimitation Committee,
Mahinda Deshapriya.

Currentlythere are more than 8000 members
in municipal councils, urban councils, Pradeshiya
Sabhas and provincial councils.

In November 2022,a five-member National
Delimitation Committee was appointed for the
demarcation of wards for local authorities.

The total number of members elected to Local
Government bodies has been reduced to 4,714 in
the new report on demarcation, that was handed
over to Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena by
chairman of the National Delimitation Committee,
Mahinda Deshapriya. Currently there are more
than 8000 members in municipal councils, urban
councils,Pradeshiya Sabhas and provincial councils.

In November 2022, five-member Naticnal
Delimitation Committee was appointed for the
demarcation of wards for local authorities.

I CLASSIFIEDS

FIE: drawing of plans for new buildings/ and
create architectural plans for renovation
of old buildings please contact Lakmalie
0721-942449,0722-223287,2360596
DiiR 108937

fam 45 years old,having 22 years of
experience in providing Home care
service/ Home nursing/ Elder care
nursing/ Psychiatric nursing,is in search
of employment. Please contact Chaminda
(0768-047698 MR 108%%

LG polls unlikely before presidential polls,
without judicial intervention: PAFFREL

“Political powers, namely the Executive
have overruled election law and constitutional
provisions. This is a dangerous situation, he
warned. Hettiarachchi opined that it is Likely for
the presidential polls also to be delayed, citing
the same reasons.

Hettiarachchi made these comments in
response to the official announcement by
the National Election Commission on the

postponement of Local government polls.

“‘On one hand the government is deceiving the
public; on the other hand the local government
contestants are being deceived. It is absolutely
uncertain if the elections will be held over the
next two years, he said. Hettiarachchi added. that
the local government elections are Likely to be
postponed indefinitely,as the executive powers
of the country have created such a situation.

SJB issues are not important

o Media institutions were informed that MP Mayantha
Dissanayake will also participate in the press
conference but he did not turn up

“The most important is the violation of the
agreement which the government has
signed with the IMF,” the MP told
a press conference.
} “As per the agreement the
government is bound to identify
governance and weakness
risks across certain core state
functions namely fiscal
governance, financial
- sector oversight,
Central Bank
Governance,
market
regulations
and rule of law.
1 What is critical

here is that the government has violated
this on six occasions. One aspect of this is
the postponement of local government polls,”
the MP said.

“What is important is the consequence
which the government would suffer as a
result of violating the rule of law,” he added.

Asked about the crossovers and taking
action against those who are to crossover, he
said these are not important at the moment.
“I have already talked about cross overs in
Parliament and I don’t want to talk about
them anymore,” he said in this regard.

The media institutions were informed
that MP Mayantha Dissanayake will also
participate in the press conference but he
did not turn up for it.

SRI LANKA T0 SEND 100,000
TOQUE MONKEYS TO
Z00LOGICAL GARDENS IN CHINA

@ Toque monkeys have caused complete damage in
110 areas, severe damage in 235 areas, and partial

damage in 155 areas

® Toque monkexs are the foremost among

the animalst

at cause crop damage in this

country. All the efforts made by the government
so far to reduce the population have failed

The minister mentioned
that the committee should
also include officials
from the ministry, the
Zoology Department, the
Wildlife Department, and
the Attorney General’s
department.

In this regard, a cabinet
paper is to be prepared for
the immediate appointment
of this committee.

During the discussion,
it was revealed that the
current toque monkey
population of our country
is close to three million.
“Toque monkeys are

the foremost among the
animals that cause crop
damage in this country.
All the efforts made by
the government so far
to reduce the population
have failed,” Minister
Amaraweera said.

The survey conducted by
the Hector Kobbekaduwa
Agricultural Training and
Research Institute has
confirmed that the highest
intensity or severity of crop
damage has been reported
from toque monkeys.

According to surveys
conducted

agricultural development
areas, toque monkeys have
caused complete damage in
110 areas, severe damage
in 235 areas, and partial
damage in 155 areas. Most
of the damage caused by
toque monkeys is reported
from the North-West
Province.

However, it was also
emphasized that when
looking at the damage
caused to crops in Sri
Lanka by toque monkeys,
it is a matter of happiness
that another country came

in 250 forward to get.

“Wasantha Udyani’ on air April
14th — Swadeshiya Service

A special music drama titled “Wasantha
Udyani” — Soerya Mangalya, written by
- veteran lyricist Jayampathi Algama will be
broadcasted over the Swadeshiya Service
SLBC 2023 April 14th at 10.00 —11.00
“an. for Sinhala and Tamil New year and
CityFM at 5.00 = 10.00 a.m.
Music-Directing and Music Composing
by veteran music Director M.R.
Choolasingha - Sung by Visarad Edward
-Jayakody, Charitha Priyadarshani;-Sandya
Bulathsinhala, Rohana Siriwardena,

Subashini Subas_ena and deya Dharsham '

- Dissanayaka.

‘Production by Visarad Dilka Wimarshani

- Handuwala and ex-music organizer and

veteran and popular singer Rohana
Siriwatdena. Sound control is by Tharindu

- Dissanayake, Ananda Padmasiri and

Nishantha. . . .
Thisisa productmn of Dllka Handuwala

- under the supervision of Directot of Music

Mr. Dinesh Bogoda and Assistant Dlrector '

* Mrs. Thusara Baddage.
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Decision to reduce
prices of school bags,
shoes immediately: FM

The minister said this while attending a
discussion held at the ministry yesterday on the
price of school bags and shoes.

Currently, the import of shoes and bags
has been completely suspended and only raw
materials are being imported for local production.

The minister pointed out that the price of
school bags and shoes in the local market should
be reduced according to the depreciation of the
dollar.

Minister Siyambalapitiya ordered the Trade and
Investment Policy Department to look into the
matter and give a report within a week.

If the prices do not come down, he will
immediately notify the President and take
appropriate measures to reduce the price,the
Minister further stated.

Sr1 Lanka seeks
relaxation of
travel advisories

The minister highlighted initiatives taken by
the government for reconciliation including the
convening of the all-party conference by the
president in December 2022 and January 2023
and the president’s appointment of the Cabinet
sub-committee on reconciliation.

President’s Chief of Staff Sagala Ratnayaka
talked about developments in the government’s
structural reform regarding the programmes of
the International Monetary Fund, World Bank and
Asian Development Bank.

He highlighted the government’s measures
taken to ensure the country’s debt sustainability,
fiscal oversight, social protection for the
vulnerable segments,good governance and fight
against corruption.

Remanded for
boarding a shi
secretly to go abroad

Investigations revealed that they had secretly
boarded the cargo ship CMA CGE belonging to the
Panama State when it was at anchor in the Colombe
harbour.The ship had been sailing for America when
theywere identified as strangers by the ship’s crew
and handed over to another ship enroute to Galle.
Immigration and Emigration officials in the harbour
had taken over the four men and after recording their
statements, handed them to Galle harbour police.

They were young men between 21 and 35 years
of age from Jaffna, Velanai, Thondamanaru and
Pudukudiruppu areas.

Police told court that the suspect had paid
Rs.100,000 each to a racketeer who promised to
provide them employment abroad and that he had
boarded the four men, dressed in workmen'’s overrall,
into the ship.

The suspects were produced in court by Sergeant
20284 Dhanayake on the instructions of OIC Harbour
Police Cl Meshan Silva.

Train Services
increased to
38 during

festive season

@ Considering the increase
of commuters in the long-
distance services, the
department decided to
attach more compartments
according to the requirement

Additional Railway General Manager
Operations V.S. Polwattage said priority had been
given to operating long-distance train services
over short-distance operations.

Other than the special trains, long-distance
train services have been scheduled to operate as
usual, he said.

“Several short-distance train services had been
cancelled,and the staff assigned to the long-
distance and special train service operations.
Therefore, there is a possibility of several office
transportation services being cancelled.The
cancellation of short-distance travel had been
done with prior approval,’ Polwattage said.

“Considering the increase of commuters in the
long-distance services, the department decided
to attach more compartments according to the
requirement; he added.

Basil could be
SLPP presidential
candidate:
Kariyawasam

“He is a leader who obtained international
support by working with the international
community during the time of the war. He
is a leader who developed the north and
cast excessively.

“False allegations were levelled against
him in the recent past. Cases were filed
against him and he was freed from all those
cases,” he said.
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FROM BIT'TER BUS
10 BETTER BUS

Expert says Sri Lanka’s bus service needs urgent modernisation to provide better service

Commuters should be able to see on their
phones what time they need to arrive, what time
they will reach their destination and even how
crowded the bus is

Vinuki Medagamao

ri Lanka’s public transportation,
particularly its bus service, requires
modernisation and reformation.
Particularly in places like Colombo.

“In Colombeo, at least 65 per cent
of commuters should ideally use public
transport based on the city’s population
density,” Prof. Amal Kumarage, told the
Daily Mirror.

Prof. Kumarage is a Senior Professor in
the Department of Transport and Logistics
Management at the University of Moratuwa
and is an expert in public transport.

“The higher the population density and
urban flight are, the higher the percentage
of people that need to be hauled by public
transport,” he said.

“What we need now is to bring in
technology. If you look at the recent
development in transport globally, it has
always been technology-driven, for example,
mobile apps, online payments, methods to
improve reliability,” Prof. Kumarage said.
According to Prof. Kumarage, buses must
have a reliable timetable, and online or card
payment options.

“Commuters should be able to see on their
phones what time they need to arrive, what
time they will reach their destination and
even how crowded the bus is. The technology
for all of this is available in Sri Lanka, it just
needs to be packaged together by the relevant
agencies and delivered to the public,” he said.

THE END OF THE SEMI-
LUXURY BUSSERVICE

“We have made the move to get rid of all
the semi-luxury buses and convert them into
a normal route service or an air-conditioned
service at no additional cost. We won’t be
cancelling the permits. We have informed
most of the semi-luxury bus owners and
sent them letters asking them to move mto
one of those sectors,” said NTC Chairman

Shashi Welgama.

According to Welgama, the process of iy . , - ‘ v ‘ ; ,
converting semi-luxury buses into normal B | e Moving forward is as per the | lelf all shells face bottom side up
routes or air-conditioned buses is already e . value on the dice o : you receive zero points W

underway and will be completed very soon.
This conversion also means that more

‘aIf all shells face top side up you

¢ When you throw a six

affordable buses will be made available to L - . , ; receive 12 points:

the public since semi-luxury buses charge ‘ A you get [2 points ‘ i : w e

2 higher fare. F : ' . : - ‘ P # ® You receive points fromimwo 5on
e In every other throw you how many shells face bottom side up |

SEMI-LUXURY BUSES: ' feceiveypainrs from i\/;c'e 5 : = & o e p

AHISTORY o . Play between two teams of three pla_yers each .

The objective of the semi-luxury bus service
was to provide comfortable travel with only
seated passengers and stops only at approved
bus stands. Semi-luxury buses charge 1.5
times the regular bus fare.
Since the inception of the semi-luxury bus
service, there have been complaints of sub-
standard conditions with no real difference
to normal buses, but at a higher price.
In addition to this, there have been many
public complaints of these buses stopping
at points which are not approved bus stands
with the number of passengers exceeding
seating capacity.
An audit by the National Audit Office’s
Performance Audit Division on the long-
distance semi-luxury bus service (Report No:
PER/SLB/2017/01) documents that during
the first four months 0f 2017, 47 per cent of
public complaints received by the National
Transport Commission had been about the
semi-luxury bus service.
In January 2023, semi-luxury buses
operating the Kataragama-Colombo bus route
were cancelled, resulting in the reduction of . Lo = : -
the bus fare from Rs. 1,541/- to Rs. 1,117/-. , , - ' - i
How is the NTC planning to meet the needs ‘ L 7
of modern commuters?
Public bus users need to be provided with
affordable, comfortable transportation. The
bare minimum that is expected in modern-
day has evolved beyond past expectations.
According to NTC Chairman Shashi
Welgama, there are ongoing discussions on
ways to add value to the bus service.
For example, the NTC is considering
providing Wi-Fi facilities and introducing
GPS, cameras and fans into the bus service.
Introducing cashless payment methods
to public transport has been a longstanding
discussion. Mr Welgama stated that
preliminary studies and pilot projects
involving electroni¢ ticketing are being carried
out in the Kottawa-Galle bus route.
This week, Transport Minister Bandula
Gunawardena announced that the Sri Lanka
Transport Board will soon be introducing
cashless ticketing to its fleet, in a move to 7 S ]
cut the continuous losses incurred by the Fxak . BN RO o
State transport authority. The Minister also ‘ :
highlighted the need to make SLTB self-
sufficient by the year 2023, in order to avoid
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[OUR TG |
UKRAINE OR

TAIWAN - WHERE

DO AMERICAN
;INTERESTS LIE?

he war in-Ukraine continues unabated.

Millions of Ukrainians have crossed !

into ‘neighbouring ‘countries and many

more-have been internally displaced.. .

The escalation of the conflict has caused civilian
casualties and destruction of infrastructure forcing

-people to flee. :According to UNHCR by Aptil -

8,163,268 Ukrainian refugees had been registered. |

The United Nations Office of the High

Commissioner for Human Rights {UNHCR), in

- February 2023 ‘estimated that at least 8:000 civilians

ha_ve bee_n kille_d sinqe Rus_sia invaded U_k:rail_le‘

ACUN report of April 5 put the damage to

Ukraine:s-energy inftastructure -at -an estimated:

.US$10 billion plus. The wat has left over 12 million. .

people with no or limited eleetricity. According to a
comprehensive Energy Damage Assessment Report

- from the United Nations Development Programmie

(UNDP) and the Wozrld: Bank, the contlict had

resulted in disrupting water supply .and heating .

' systems

‘The Washington Post reports that.so far more -

than 2,000 Ukrainian schools have been damaged by
the ﬁghtmg and more than 300 were destroyed

As at February 22 since the war began, the
: Blden administration has directed more than USS75 -
billion in assistance to Ukraine, according to the Kiel

Institute for the World Economy a German research

vinstitute;

° While the US has been Ukraine’s major

“benefactor in the cornflict, niany believed that the -

US was merely using Ukraine in-a proxy war against

- Russia and attempt to defeat Russian leader Viadimir

Putin;

The truth of this, has become clearer in the
aftermath of French President Emmanuel Macron’s
meeting - with Chinese President Xi last Sunday. On
his return to Paris Macron told ‘“Politico’ .. Europe
should not become a “vassal” and must avoid being
drawn into any conflict between the US and China
over Taiwan.

He added: "...the worst of things would be to
think that we, Europeans must be followers on this

=subjectand:adapt ourselves:to an Americanthythm:

and a Chinese overreaction . He added the goal
of the dialogue with China was to “consolidate
comnion approaches” over the war m Ukraine. Ths
remarks-on: Taiwan stoked anger and alarm in the
us.

In a:social media post linked: to:.the Politico
interview, US Republican Senator Marco Rubio
said, if Macron spoke for all of Europe, then the
US should consider focusing its foreign policy on

containing China and leave Europe to handle the °

war in Ukraine: Adding “maybe, we should basically
say we are going to-focus on Taiwan and the threats
that China poses, and vou guys handle Ukraine and
Europe.”

The Wall Street Journal wrote that the French
President’s: comments would undermine US and
Japanese deterrence against:China in the western
Pacific, whilé encouraging US politicians who
wanted to reduce American commitments in Europe,

It is beginning to appear that US involvement
in:the Ukraine crisis was more with the intention
of buying European support for its adventures in
the South China Sea, and in particular the island of
Taiwan, long-claimed ‘as part of China. The island

is-now turning out to be a flashpoint in-deteriorating

- relations between the US and China.:

- There are numerous similarities between
Ukraine and Taiwan. Ukrainé lies on Russia’s

“ doorstep. The attempt to bring Ukraine into NATO

alonig with - US missiles and troops posed a threat

- to Russian secunty arid led to the Russia-Ukraine

conflict,:

Similarly, Taiwan coming under American

influence, separated by a small strip of sea from

~mainland China, poses a major threat to Chinese -

security, Neithér country will tolerate even the
thought of US troops and missiles at their doorstep;

-as:the US would not tolerate a Russian or Chmese '

base in either Mexico or Cuba.

The world has scen the destruction wrought -

by American support to countries in Vietnam,

Philippines (under Ferdinand Marcos); Afghamstan :

and the Middle Eastern:countries:

Asia could well do without another round of

close:US ‘friendship’ to particular Asian countries,

_ all of whom have come out of colonial pasts. Asia

does not need Amencan troops mlssﬂes nukes or
chelmcal weapons

¢ Asg the late Chinese Premier Chou en-Lai said
. at'the plenary session of the Afro-Asian Conference
in Indonesia in 1955, ..We nced to develop our
countries independently with no sutside interference
..and in.accordance with the will of the people.”
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“The same boiling water that softens the potato hardens the

egg. It’s what you’re made of. Not the circumstances ”

- UNANIMOUS
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How do you reconcile
yourself to leaving a
calling? Is it betrayal?

I fought with these sentiments when
I first saw the Aragalaya protest wave
take off in Sri Lanka last year. My initial
thought was to return immediately. But I
stopped going through with that decision.
I knew that I would plunge right back
into reporting for international outlets. I
also knew for sure that I would only be
reporting piecemeal chunks and could only
do that till the international media attention
was on Sri Lanka as a news story. I had
been through this adrenaline driven Ferris
wheel too often that I did not want to get
on to it again.

I'was sure that I did not want to return to
a work cycle which left me frustrated and
forced my move out of the country. Instead, [
decided to do something that was very much
counter-journalistic, I decided to wait. The
wait was to understand the ground situation
in Sri Lanka better and then make attempts
to help my fellow colleagues.

Mid-last year, the Dart Centre for
Journalism and Trauma Asia Pacific,
came up with the proposal to conduct a
workshop on trauma informed journalism
101 for Sri Lankan journalists. As we went
ahead with it, suspicions that me and my
colleagues had, became confirmed. The
Sri Lanka journalism community was
deeply scarred by historical trauma, the
financial meltdown and the protests were
placing most of my colleagues at the very
edge of a precipice. They understood the
dangers to their mental wellbeing their
work created. Equally, they were aware
that they did not have the skills to stave
off those dangers. This is where our work
at the Dart Centre came in.

Historically, the Sri Lankan
journalism community
has been very slow to
acknowledge trauma
impact. The residue still
remains. Last year, when we
were laying the groundwork
for the workshops, there
were a few instances when
we heard the archaic
refrain, ‘we don’t need this,
we are tough’. Mostly ﬁom
‘seasoned seniors’

Following our first engagement with
Sri Lankan journalists last September in
Singapore, we also saw the dire need to
take these skills to where they are needed
most, to journalists working in Sinhala
and Tamil.

This is how I ended up spending the
anniversary week of the Mirihana Protests
with colleagues who had reported on the
protest’s firsts hand.

One young man who was among the very

" Since the media industry is facing multiple existential issues,
~ agood number of journalists desperately want a get-out of the
t

The Sri Lanka journalism community was deeply scarred by
historical trauma; the financial meltdown and the protests

were placing most of my colleagues at the very edge of a
precipice. They understood the dangers to their mental
wellbeing their work created. Equally, they were aware that
they did not have the skills to stave off those dangers

first toreach Galle Face Green protests site
and stayed there till almost the last protester
had left told me of the nightmares he suffers.
How he still fears of being assaulted by
military personnel.

Another female colleague spoke of how
difficult it was to take on the editorial
responsibilities, make sure deadlines were
met while also trying to act like the most
stable person within the editorial.

In the North, colleagues spoke of
repression that had seeped through like an
evil mist. Wherever they went, it was now
Jjust next to their skin, a shrill chill making
its presence cleat.

Historically, the Sri Lankan journalism
community has been very slow to
acknowledge trauma impact. The residue
still remains. Last year, when we were
laying the groundwork for the workshops,
there were a few instances when we heard
the archaic refrain, “we don’t need this, we
are tough’. Mostly from ‘seasoned’ seniors.

At least thankfully, a large number of
younger journalists have broken away from
that cast and are now not only willing to
acknowledge the emotional labour of their
work but also make sure they are safe.

Along with the historical reluctance to
admit emotional harm, Sri Lanka has also
been beset by the lack of a professional
Jjournalism training culture. We are always
willing to accommodate half-baked overseas
trainers and their plans without assessing
whether these plans were suited for the
context. Worse we are now hosting a
growing community of quasi-experts
with hardly any expertise on what most
of them are doing. The worst of the lot are
charlatans whose only claim to expertise
is social media handles and handing out
unfettered opinions.

Addressing emotional labour in journalism
is a fraught issue even at the best of times.
The unique Sri Lankan situation makes it
even more delicate a balance.

Spending a week with journalists from
across Sri Lanka made it very clear that
the industry is facing multiple existential
issues. A high number of journalists want a

get-out ticket from the country desperately.
Most of them are actively seeking out
ways to seek better job prospects, mainly
overseas. The level of institutional lethargy
towards physical and psychosocial safety
is morbidly high.

Along with the historical
reluctance to admit
emotional harm, Sri Lanka
has also been beset by
the lack of a professional
journalism training culture.
We are always willing to
accommodate half-baked
overseas trainers and their
plans without assessing
whether these plans were
suited for the context

There is no letdown in the level of
political influence and partisan reporting.
A whole heap of start-ups has leveraged
social media spread and access to popular
personalities to create click-bait, marketing it
as journalism. The only positive I saw and it
was a big positive was that as a community,
we are still willing to and capable of taking
care of each other.

The Aragalaya has once again shown
us how deeply scarred the Sri Lankan
Journalism community is. We have not
taken the time to understand the chasms
left by the 30 years of civil conflict. We
should have. They are deeper and darker
than ever before.

The show of outward bravado is a flimsy
veil against the erosion of skills, trust and
dedication within the industry.

No amount of followers, reposts,
comments and soundbites will hide that
you are a charlatan, they only amplify it.

The writer is a journalism vesearcher
and the Project Lead at the Dart Centre
Asia Pacific. He can be contacted on
amantha.perera@cqumail.com
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Government's main aim behind
introducing new Anti-Terrorism Act

@ To protect the country

@ To control dissenting voice

EAEE
gok=s:

. Scan to Vote ‘

® To respond to an urgent
danger of terrorism

@ To prevent any Aragalaya
in future.

Do you agree  the continuous

. strikes by Trade Union members?

Is it fair to be inconveniencing
the general puhlic in retum for
the:r demands’ :

Yes

6%

They are
crippling the
economy
furthe
e They have
25.1% aright to
protest
5 4 ] 2 0/0

_See web poll at www. Dailytitiror Je

_questN Lto |
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- widely said in academtc urcles that he hat
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y were above the laws of the land
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Business is There were lesser I-Ioped for a better

extremely slow crowds last year business before

this year - Nimal due to the COVID-19 dawn of Avurudu
R.Nimal is a wholesale clothing pandemic - Somasiri - Prasanga

supplier at Pamunuwa, who has been R.A Somasiri was busy

sugghyslir:]ge Scsloi';hes for the past 10 years. explaining how porcelain
= - extremely slow this items in his shop are
year.Back then durable and cost-
I used to bring effective. ‘
clothes early in “I'have been doing
the moming and this business ever since
by about 8-8.30

my teens. My shop sells
el e 612 all porcelain items including

Yohan Prasanga sells
sweets, sweetmeats
and other snacks in
Pamunuwa.He is
anticipating a better
business this Avurudu.

“People will be
purchasing sweetmeats
this week and | hoped for

. - - : i mugs, plates and other electrical appliances. a better business before dawn of Avurudu.
Colombo’s bargain clothing hub Pamunuwa has Sot%ﬁﬁ'oday e Prices range from Rs 250 upwards.ALLitems are The sweetmeats are being sourced from
become a hive of activity in view of the national New vendors are struggling to sll even dureble and are farly priced whep compared to different places and  have reduced the prices

. . one item. Everything is so expensive. other shops selling similar items” of sweetmeats this year. Last year there were
Year. But vendors have mixed reactions. The Government didn’t bring down the When asked about this year’s business he fewer orders because schools didn’t purchase
price of clothes. Therefore pgople e responded in the affirmative while saying that sweet items. But this year there are some
‘ the number of shoppers was less than last year prospects.’

Pamunuwa is an area on the compelled to buy just one item for the
outskirts of Colombo, where clothing sake of the New Year.That too, they will
: purchase after much consideration and
bargaining”

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

is alot cheaper than in other places.
The area is popular among bargam
“hunters.

People, gathered in numbers were
-bargaining to purchase at least -
one T-shirt, shirl, dress, carpet or
_pillow at the Pamunuwa Markel.

As the dawn of Avurudu is around
the corner, more and more people
are seen bargaining and purchasing

S. Thomas' College, Mount Lavinia

VACANCIES IN INTERNATIONAL

dothes and other items just so that
they could perform the Avurudu
rituals. _ Vendors said they observed a spike
_in crowds compared to last year
but they are not satisfied with their
_businesses as they struggle to sell
off their stocks before Avurudtui.

ADVANCED LEVEL (AS LEVEL)

But unllke in ’the past people are
unable to afford expensive items
and this was ewdent durlng our VISIt

Applications are called for vacancies in the international Advanced Level Forms for

to Pamunuwa. Bgainingabetter price students taking up Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary Level
Examination in May/June 2024.
What the vendors had to say.... S. Thomas' College prepares students for the Pearson Edexcel Internationat Advanced
. . . . S Level in the following subjects:
We spoke to a few vendors selling various items from clothes to porcelain ware, sweets OPEN THIS WEEK
and firecrackers at Pamunuwa. . FOR ORDERS Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Further Mathematics, Mathematics with Statistics,
e Mathematics with Mechanics, Economics, Business Studies, Accounting, English
// /// '/ //// / //// /// // // ///// / / /,/// / OPTICIANS Literature, English Language, Psychology, Law and History.
/
/ / /' & / I Contact Lenses Those who are offering the IGCSE Examination in May/June 2023 may apply for
O O consideration.
Better busmess this year - Perera ! - | | |
. . ) Spectacles Shortlisted candidates will be expected to sit a placement test in Mathematics and
The former Initially we had business this year compared English.
long-distance issues selling items ~ to last year, she said. Sunglasses
bus stand at on the pavement Those who wish to apply should visit https://admissions.stcmount.com/ to purchase
Pamunuwa and then we were Inltlally we and submit the application form online during the period 17/04/2023 to 30/04/2023.
has now been b | allocated this had issues A and A The cost of lication form is Rs. 1.000 fundabl
converted {}/ space.Dresses selling INTERNATIONAL € cost of an application form is Rs. 1,000/~ (non refundable).
Into a space. are now being items on the 646, Galle Road, No application forms will be sent or accepted by post.
for vendors."We soldat lower prices.  pavement and Colpetty o o o
have been selling We have items from then we were Submitting an application does not guarantee admission.
clothes at Pamunuwa Rs.500 onwards. There are .
. l WARDEN
for the past three years; some items for Rs. 50 and allocated this 0755330 330
said Malani Perera. 100.1 feel there’s a better space
eeo@esnaamed com

/ / / ///// /) / / /// / / / / / / e — | ” wwesnaam com
Govt. didn't

Resolution adapted by the Board of Directors of Hatton National Bank PLL

reduce prlces under section 4 of the Recovery of Loans by Banks {Special Provisions)
Act No. 04 of 1350
of clothes -

Branch: HEAD OFFICE

NEW NAWALOKA MEDICAL (ENTRE (PRIVATE) LIMITED

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of Hatton National Bank PLL held
on 03rd March 2023 it was resolved specially and unanimously:

Uhereas NEW NAWALOKAMEDICAL CENTRE (PRIVATE) LIMITED as the Obligor Mortoaged and

hypothecated the lease hold rights of the property mare&sliy desceibed in the Scheduie hereto by

- Sanjeewa

Duminda Sanjeewa is a retired
officer of the SLArmy
who is now doing
his own business.

h ! AS ervefd Iy virtue of Morlgage Bond No, 4021 dated 30112018 attested by 5 5 Hallolywn, Notary Public of
the Army for over Colombo infavour of Hatton National Bank PLL as security for repayment of Fresh Term Loan Facility
24 years and I of Rs. 300,000,000.00 Fresh Term. Loan facifity 11 of Rs. 275,000,000.00 and Permanent
now I'm selling everdrat faclity of Rs. 200,000,000.00 totaing of Rs. 775,000,000.00 (Rupees Seven
clothes here. Hundred and Seventy Five Million Only) granted by Hatton National Bank PLC fo NEW NAWALOKA
There was better MEDICAL CENTRE {PRIVATE) LIMITED,

business last year even fnd whereas the said NEW NAWALOKA MEDICAL CENTRE {PRIVATE) LIMITED has mede default in
de'5p|te C0V|d-Th|5 t.lme the WhOIes?le payment of the sums due to Hatton Natlonal Bank PLC on the said Bonds and due on the sald Freshy
price of clothes is higher than last time. Term Loan Facility | of Re. 300,000.000.00 Frash Term Loan facilly 1 of Rs. 275,600,000.00
Even though the Government slashed and permanent Overdralt faciiy of Rs.200006,000.00 ttalieg of Rs.775000,000.00
the prices of certain items, the prices of exiended to NEW NAWALOKA MEDICAL CENTRE [PRIVATE) UMITED among other faciities and
clothes are still expensive. Initially, we there is now due and owing to Hatton National Bank PLC as at 06th December 2022 a sum of
bought stocks at Rs. 950.But now the Rs.221,357,255.86, Rs.203,055,264.87 and Rs.205,072,654.68 fotaling of
price is Rs. 1,400. We usually purchase Fs.629,485,175.41 (Rupees Six Hundred and Twenty Ninc Million Four Hundred and Eighty
stocks from Pettah and Malwana. The Five Thousand One Hundred and Seventy Five Cents Forty One) on the said Bonds and the

Beard of Bireciors of Hg

son National Bank PLC under the power vested by the recavery of Loars by
Banks {Special Provisions) Ad No. 4 of 1990, do hersbyresobee fo sefl the lease hold rights of the
property mortgaged as described i the schedule hereto ortgaged o Hatton Ratienal Bank PLC
by the said Bond Ro. 4021 be sold by Public Auction by €7 NSilva Licensed Auctioneer of Ml istand
for recovery of the said sum of Rs221,357.255.86, Rs.203,055264.87 and
Rs.205,072,654.68 iotaling of Re.629,485,175.41 toqet her with further ierest at the rate of
AWPLR +1.75% na AWPLR -+ 1.75% naand AWPLR -+ 1.5% na respectively from £ 7 December
[/ / /) , 0% on the capital oulstanding of BRs, 193!5&3{) 008,00 {Fresh Term holly 1)
/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / Rs.177,500,600.00 {Fresh Term Loan Facllity 1} and pay off amount of Permanent Overdraft

/ / Ty / / / / facllity Rs.205,072,654.68 to date of sale together with costs of adveﬁising and other chargss
incurred tess payents {if any} since recaived.

Peo le are THE SCHEDULE ABOVE REFERRED TO
° ) Al that divided and defined allotment of land marked Lot 2 depicted by Plan Mo, 1218 dated O4h
thln Ing Uctober 1999 made by K P Chandrasekera - Licensed Siﬁrv?y&f togather with the buildings and
everything standing thereon bearing Assessment No. 115, Sir James Perlris Mawatha Sifuated at

)
tWIce before Slave fsland in Ward No. 22, Wekanda Within the Grama Niadbarl Division of Slave Island and

h Divisional Secretary's Division of Colombo within the Municipal Councll Umits and the District of
Purc aSIng Colombe Western Province and which said Lot 2 is bounded on the NORTH by Lot 1in PP 18315 and

t Lot 1 in Surveyor keneral’s Advance Trading No. CuchUY 877127 and Lot 3 onihe BAST by Lot
I ems Surveyors General's Advance Trading N, Co/ofCLM/7/ owtﬁe SOUTH by Lot 3 on the WEST by

- Ata attu Sir Jaries Peiris Mawal 15 4 and 1 and mrmwg in extent One Aere Three Roods and
p Tumnty Five %"P*im;@! Houg

The adoresald proparty according to a recent survey ls desoribed as ollows:

prices of clothes in Malwana too are
eXpensive now.

> Perches (AT-RI-P2E.0%) according fo thesaid PlanNa, 1218,

Indu Atapattu
sells carpets,
pillows and
nightgowns at
the Pamunuwa
market.

“There are
carpets available
from Rs.450 onwards.

ME *ha! divided and defined allotment of land marked Lot 5 depicted in Plan No. 4299 dated 07t

¢ 2003 made by 6 B Dodanwela - Lcensed Surveyor together with the bufidings and everything
:?Tanr ng therean z“:eamg Assessment Na, 115, Sir lames Perirs Mawatha and Presently bearing
Agsessment Ho. 23 {Part} Deshamanya H K Dharmadesa Mawatha Siuated at Slave Istand in Ward
o 22, Wekanda withiny the Grama Niladhart Division of Slave Island and Divisional Secretary's
Division of Cofombo within the Murdcipal Courclf Limits and District of Lolombo Western Province
and which sald Lot 5 is bounded o the NORTH by Lot 4 and 1 and premises bearing Assessment
Mo, 28 and 28 14, Lillie Strest on the EAST by Premises bearing Assessment Nos. 28 and 28 Yo and
25, Liflie Street and Reservation for Road 40ftwide (Lot 3 inaforesald Plan No. 1218) onthe SOUTH

This time more people are shopping by Reservation for Boad 408 wide (Lot 3 in aforesaid Plan No. 1218} and Sir James Poiris Mawatha

at Pamunuwa compared to last year. and On the WEST by Sir James Peiris Mawatha propersy belonging to the Ceylon Blectriciy Board

But the prices of the items are a little {Lot 4 in aforesaid Plan Mo, 1218 Sir faenes Peiris Mawatha and Lot 4 hereol and containing i

expensive.So they think twice before extent One fcre Thee Roods and Twanty Seven Decimal Three Perches {A1-R3-P27 34} according

purchasing an item” tothe said Plan No 4299,
Together with the Rioht of Way over and alonyg Reservation for Road marked Lot 3 depicted in Plan
. 1218 dated 04th Dcober 199% made by K P Chandraschera Liconsed Surveyorn ¢ WEy v e ] : L ? T
?AO;?;:& K@:ﬂ of Directors. Q 29/2, vishaka Road, Colombo 04 T +94 2552277 I8 +94 2590495 & www.liclanka.com

DGM (LEGAL) /BOARD SECRETARY LIC (Lanka) Ltd is a joint venture between LIC of India and Bartleet Group of Sri Lanka
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SPORTS FVENTS
"INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

%’ Football : CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
QUARTER-FINALS
AC Milan vs. Napoli - San Siro
Real Madrid vs. Chelsea - Santiago
. Bernabeu
VA Cricket : INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
Chennai Super Kings vs.
Rajasthan Royals - Chennai
QiMeportsDesk

AMILANT |
“sipathana College,

the kings of schools
rugby, continued their

BY TSTITLE

RN I AR

_ Even though the Peterites o
succeeded to plant two tries it v
was not going to be sufficient
as Isipathana sealed the game
with another try which was
converted to bag the title.

Meanwhile in the other
segments Wesley ran circles
-around the hapless St.
Sylvester’s College side to
record a convincing 31 points
to nil win to emerge Shield
champions while Thurstan got

dominance as they lived
. ..upto expectations and
added another trophy to their
collection when they clinched
the Under 19 Schools Rugby
7s title with a comfortable 19
points to 10 win over St. Peter’s
Colelge in the Cup final played
at the Royal Sports Complex in

World Cup netball

squad awaits
Sports Minister’s

Reid Avenue yesterday. the better of Piliyandala Central The champion Isipathana team posing
The green shirts meant by 24 points to 12 to bag the for a picture after receiving the trophy. approval
- business as they gave the  Bowl title. . ( i,
Peterites some torrid moments Vidyartha pulled off a close 7 SUSIL PREMALAL

The national netball team selected to
represent Sri Lanka at the Netball World Cup
2023 has now been forwarded for the approval
of Sports Minister Roshan Ranasinghe.

The World Netball Championship with the
participation of 16 countries is scheduled to
be held in Cape Town, South Africa.

jumping into the lead within
three minutes of play and then
followed it up with another try
to lead 12-0.

The Peterites who last week
bagged the CR & FC centenary
cup of the schools segment was
nowhere near that performance.

21 points to 19 win over fancied
D. S. Senanayake who in the
recent past was an improved
side to bag the Plate trophy.

Shahid Zumri from the
champion Isipathana team was
adjudged the best player of the
tournament,

Semi-Finals: . : .

Shield - St. Sylvester’s beat St. John’s 28-00, Wesley beat Moratu MV 34-00. Bowl — Thurstan beat Sri Sumangala
36-15. Piliyandala Central beat St Benedict’s 19-00. Plate — Vidyartha beat Dharmaraja 24-05. DSS beat Kingswood
24-19. Cup — Isipathana beat St. Joseph’s 19-14. St. Peter’s beat St. Anthony’s 35-24.

Finals: S s

Shield — Wesley beat St. Sylvester’s 31-00. Bowl — Thurstan beat Piliyandala Central 24 -12. Plate — Vidyartha beat
DSS 21-19. Cup — Isipathana beat St. Peter’s 19-10, S ' :

Meanwhile, the netball
selection committee has taken
steps to include Tharjini
Sivalingam, who is currently
living in Australia, in the Sri
Lanka team

Former CR & FC Boss to Chair Standing Committee

Sri Lanka Rugby
(SLR) Dissolved

/" HARSHA AMARASINGHE =

Minister of Spotts
Roshan Ranasinghe
has dissolved Sri
Lanka Rugby (SLR)
as per the provisions
in the section 32 & 33
of Sports Act No. 25

Chamari credits her heroic innings to
coach and Falcons team management

INDANI

Sri Lanka’s women’s cricket captain
Chamari Athapaththu hopes to continue
her current cricket form, after she won
the Player of the Match award at the
FairBreak Invitational Tournament in
Hong Kong on Tuesday.

The 31-year-old batting all-rounder is
playing for the Falcons Women team and
against Sapphires Women, she opened
the batting and scored 75 in 44 balls.

boundaries (7 fours and 6 sixes) and it
helped her team win with 6.3 overs to
spare.

“Actually, | am very happy about
my performance. Today's game was
like a must-win game for us.With the
coach Joanne Broadbent and team
management including captain Suzie
Bates we had decided a specific game
plan and we executed in the same
way.| played my natural game today. |

| continued with aggressiveness and
ultimately we won the match and | am
happy for it;" she said.

“As a Falcon member | was very
happy to get support from all our team
members including Danni Wyatt also
and hope to continue with our winning
streak for the next two games also and
win the Champions Trophy. Last year, we
were the runners-up team but this year,
we hope to win this for our team,’ she

The netball selection committee has
submitted 12 players plus three stand-byes
for the Minister’s approval. Only the first
12 players will be allowed to participate in
the tour, said Netball Selection Committee
Chairperson Damayanthi Jayathilaka.

Meanwhile, the netball selection committee
has taken steps to include Tharjini Sivalingam,
who is currently living in Australia, in the
Sri Lanka team. If she does not participate in

of 1973. A standing Her aggressive batting included 13 started with the slow batting but then added further. the tour, the Sri Lanka Netball Federation is
committee is set to be also ready to replace her with another player.
appointed on April 12 The Sri Lanka team, which has been
at the Sports Ministry submitted to the Sports Minister for

premises.

Daily Mirror
reliably understands
that a former
President of CR and
FC is set to chair the
standing committee
having also served
as head of Rugby
Referees’ Society.

Among the key
responsibilities of the

approval, is as follows:

Gayanjali Amarawansa, Gayani
Dissanayaka, Thisala Algama, Semini
Alwis, Chathuranga Jayasooriya, Malmi
Hettiarachchi, Dulangi Wannithilake,
Bashini Yoshitha, Rashmi Perera, Gayathri
Kaushalya, Shanika Perera and Tharjini
Sivalingam.

Stand byes - Imasha Perera, Chamudi
Wickramarathna and Rukshala Hapuarachcehi,
Head Coach - Tilaka Jinadasa, Asst. Coach
- N. Prasadi

ECC School of Cricket Junior Inter-

cademy tournament gets underway

The 18th CCC School of Cricket All Piliyandala Central, NSCA /Ratmalana,
Island Inter-Academy junior cricket Army /Mattegoda, St.John's /Panadura
tournaments 202 3got underway on and Colombo Campus.

April 8. Asignificant year for Veteran Coach,

The tournaments are conducted in Nelson Mendis,who completes 25
two catagories - Under 12 and Under 14. years at CCC School of Cricket. The

The U-12 segment which has tournaments will end on May 6.
attracted 21 teams will be contested for

the “Chance Sports - Nelson Mendis”
Trophy.

The U-14 segment which has attracted
15 teams will be contested for “Singer
SriLanka - Nelson Mendis™ Trophy.

All matches are scheduled to be
played at seven venues,namely -
Ananda Sasthralaya/ Kotte, CMS /Kotte,

(BM)

standing committee is
to make amendments
to the constitution in a way that the
‘A’ division clubs could have the
voting rights in a major overhaul
putting an end to the dictatorship
of provincial councils.

The appointment of a standing
committee would mean the end of
the road for incumbent president
Rizly Illyas who has had a very
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Chameera Ginige of University of
Sri Jayawardenapura and Bimandee
Bandara of Hillwood College Kandy
won the men’s and women’s titles
respectively at the 72nd National
Table Tennis Championship 2023
held at S.Thomas' College Indoor
Stadium, Mount Lavinia.

The Table Tennis Association of Sri

Mens Singles: Champion -
Chameera Ginige (University of

Sri Jayawardenapura), Runner-up

- Prasad de Silva (Emjay Pvt Limit);
Womens Singles: Champion-
Bimandee Bandara (Hillwood
College, Kandy), Runner-up -
Maneesha Shalindi (GSM Academyy);
Mens Doubles : Champion

- Chameera Ginige (University of

Sri Jayawardenapura) / Nuwantha
Niroshana (Sri lanka Army),Runner-
up - Chanul Dulsen (ALL Sokian
Sports Club) / Prasad de Silva (Emjay

difficult time with the Ministry of
Sports from the start of his tenure.

When contacted by Daily Mirror
Illyas stated that he has still not
been informed about the standing
committee thus far.

“We SLR has not been advised
so what can I say,” Illyas told
Daily Mirror.

Ginige, Bandara crowned
national TT champions

Lanka (TTASL) conducted the Junior
Nationals TT tournament along with
this tournament where Bandara, the
most talented player in the Junior
Nationals Age group Champion,was
awarded as the most talented player
in the Senior Nationals.

Rehan Senanayaka and Naduni
Anupriya were also awarded
as Consolation Boys and Girls
champions.

Pvt Ltd);

Mixed Doubles: Champion -
Nuwantha Niroshana (Sri Lanka
Army Sports Club) / Kasuni pitigala
(Sri Lanka Army), Runner-up -
Bimandee Bandara (Hillwood
College,Kandy) / Dinesh Kavishka
(Vidyartha Old Boys Club};
Consolation Boys: Champion -
Rehan Senanayaka (Ananda College),
Runner-up - Udara Weerakoon;
Consolation Girls : Champion
- Naduni Anupriya,Runner-up -
Osandhi Umayangana.

~ Winnersand runners-up after receiving their awards from the ,,
Chief Guest National Sports Council Chairman, Arjuna Ranatunga

Entries for Junior Nationals
Athletics close on April 25

51 SUSILPREWALAL

Sri Lanka Athletics (SLA) has decided the final
date to receive applications for the Junior Nationals
Athletic Championship 2023 is April 25.

SLAhas made arrangements to hold the
championship from May 7-10 at Mahinda Rajapaksha
Sports Complex, Diyagama.

The Asian Junior (U-20) Athletic Championship
(June 4-7)in Incheon, South Korea and
Commonwealth Youth Games (August 1-11) in
Belfast, Trinidad and Tobago are the two international
tournaments being targeted.

SLAhapes to select ten athletes to participate
inthe Asian Juniors and five at the Commonwealth
Youth Games. The Junior Nationals will be held under
four age categories (U-16,U-18,U-20 and U-23) for
men and women.

File l_?’hoto

All applications for the championship should be
addressed to Palitha Jayathilaka,Assistant Secretary
{Competition Committee} Sri Lanka Athletic,No 33,
Torrington Place Colombo 7 befare the closing date.

Nearly 1,000 athletes are expected to submit
entries for this tournament.

CDB, Fairfirst Insurance, HNB

and Hayleys win
Premier starters

The defending Champions, Citizens
Development Business (CDB), debutants FairFirst
Insurance, along with HNB and Hayleys Group,
won the starter games, in the 30th Singer-MCA
Super Premier League 2023, which commenced
April 8.

In the battle of the debutants, Fairfirst
Insurance - posted the best team total for the

At Colts ; Fairfirst Insurance beat CL Synergy by
136 runs,

Fairfirst Insurance - 253/9 (50) (K.Sanjula
50,Asela Sigera 45,Anuk Fernando 45,Navod
Paranavitana 4/38),

CL Synergy - 117 (28) (Pawan Ratnayake 23,
Wanaja Sehan 3/29,Asela Sigera 2/05,Anuk Fernando
2/24),

At NCC - HNB beat John Keells Group by 2 wickets

JK -137(31.5) (Dhananjaya Lakshan 41,M,
Liyanapathirana 4/22),

HNB - 138/8 (28) (S.Weerakkody 51,Akila
Dhananjaya 4/43),

MCA Super

day- 253 for 9 in 50 Overs vs.CL Synergy,who
shot out for 117 runs in 28 overs.
The third new comer to the big league BBK
Partnership, lost to Hayleys Group by 38 runs.
The tournament will be continued on April 10
and 11 with a card of four matches and will get
back on track after the festive season on April 19.
(BM)

At P.Sara Oval - CDB beat Mode Engineering by
three wickets
Mode Engineering - 171 (43.5} (K.Pathirana 35,
V.Rubasinghe 32,N.Atharagalla 3/15,T.Ratnayake
3/48),
(DB - 173/7 (26.5) (Muditha Lakshan 52 not out, C.
Ruwansiri 31),
At Katunayake -Hayleys Group beat BBK
Partnership by 38 runs
Hayleys - 185(42.2) (Avishka Fernando 47,1,
Wijesundara 3/39),
BBK Partnership - 147 (39) (Sangeeth Cooray 34,
Travin Mathews 3/28),

24 football clubs
fight for voting rights

Representatives of clubs from Super League and Champions League, along with
veterans footballers and some league representatives at the press conference
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Twenty four football clubs
representing the Super League and
Champions League have decided
to request Sports Minister Roshan
Ranasinghe to direct Football Sri
Lanka (FSL) to grant them voting
rights.

Super League and Champions
League franchises noted with
regret that Sri Lanka’s football
administration has not granted
them the right to vote enshrined in
the FIFA constitution and pledged
to take steps to inform the FIFA
through the Sports Minister and the
President of Sri Lanka in the near
future.

There are currently ten clubs in
the Super League and 14 clubs in
the Champions League.

There are 64 football leagues
affiliated to FSL.

In addition to the respective
football leagues, if voting rights are
given to sports clubs representing
Super League and Champions
League, the number of FSL affiliates
will increase to 88.

Football authorities in South
Asia as well as in other countries
around the world have given voting
rights te the Coaching Association,
Referees Assaciation, Women’s
Football Association and National
Players Association in addition to
Football Clubs in line with the FIFA
constitution, representatives of
the Super League and Champions
League clubs said at a media
conference.

They further stated that the
Minister of Sports has agreed in
principle to give voting rights to
sports clubs in addition to football
leagues in the amended football
constitution of this country and the
24 sports clubs fully support that.

Sri Lanka’s drop from 122 in the
world ranking in 1998 to 207 by
2023 is an unprecedented event
inany country in the world and it
clearly shows the collapse of football
administration in this country.

The Super League and Champions
League football clubs have also
decided not to vote for any former
football presidents who are
responsible for the downfall of Sri
Lankan football.

They further said that they would
back a good, strong and honest
individual for the post of FSL
President from now on.

These comments were made by
the representatives of the sports
clubs in a press conference held in
Colombo with the aim of obtaining
the voting right of the football
administration for the Super League
and Champions League Clubs.

Veteran football players of Sri
Lanka as well as team captains
Sumit Walpola,Ashoka Ravindra,
Rumi Pakeer Ali,D. Chandrasiri and
Naina Mohammed also addressed
the press conference.

[n addition, several league
representatives including
Wennappuwa League President
Rohitha Fernando and Anuradhapura
League President Sagara Piyathilleke
were also present.
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BB Interest rates in major economies
are expected to fall to pre-pandemic levels
because of low productivity and ageing
populationg, according to a forecast.

“said increases in borrowing costs are likely
to be “temporary” once high inflation is
brought under control. .

The Bank of England has been raising
interest rates since December 2021, taking
them from 0.1 percent to 4.25 percent.

This has raised mortgage payments for
many homeowners. Central banks in the

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)

UK; the US, Europe and other nations have

_been lifting interest rates to combat the rate

of price rises, otherwise known as inflation.

In the UK, inflation is at its highest for
nearly 40 years because of rising energy
prices and soaring food costs. A number
of factors are fuelling inflation, including
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine which has
helped drive up energy costs.

However, in a blog the IMF said that
“recent increases in real interest rates are

likely to be temporary”. _
It added *“When inflation is brought back

under control, advanced economies’
central banks are likely to ease monetary
policy and bring real interest ratés back
towards pre-pandemic levels.” -
The IMF did not say, however, exactly

when interest rates were set to fall back to

lower levels. _ _

The Washington-based financial
institution said ageing populations
would be one factor likely to lower
inflation. :

Explaining why older people affect
inflation, George Godber, Fund Manager

K Find us on facebook/dailymirror [3 Follow us on @MirrorBusiness L& +94115383355 / businesseditor@daitymirror.wnllk

Interest rates likely to fall to pre-Covid levels, IMF predicts

at Polar Capital, said that they tend to
spend less. . . :

“The amount that you spend relative
to your income is highest when you’re
in your 20s. 30s and 40s - often that’s
maybe young families, when you’ve got
households forming, you’ve got couples
coming together, they tend to spend the
most when they decorate and buy a car
or whatever, and you as you get older in

- life you slow down your consumption,” he

told the BBC’s Today programme.
' ' MOREON F&
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#Russian tour operatars & By Nishel F
io endend winter 4, mid high demand, Russia’s

. % outbound tour operators have
fkght programmes to db.decided to extend winter

summer season due to flight programmes to Sri Lanka in
h§gh demand the upcoming summer season which
would enable the island nation
to position itself as a year-round
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#Sri Lanka expects

to welcome 225 505 holiday destination among Russian
= iant ists thi travellers.

Lssian louris 8_ IS According to Russian Travel
year; 77026 arrivels  Digest (RUSSTD), Sri Lanka was in
during the first quarter (e top three most popular holiday

estinations in the winter season

mAerofiot, AZURairand  among Russian holidaymakers.
. orecasts of tour operators for the
Red Wings operate F f tour operators for th

summer season are also optimistic.
A number of tour operators decided
to extend the charter programmes
for the summer and autumn seasons.

direct flights between
SriLanka and Hussia

#Russian outbound Tourists will be offered to make
travel forecasted to holidays in the East of the island.

hift t d Due to on-going geopolitical

8 .§ maore towaras issues, the number of destinations

Middie E&Si Southand  has become somewhat limited for

Snutheast Asia this them. So, we have to make the

maximum advantage of it, given Sri

year Lanka is a popular destination for

People’s Bank is celebrating We introduced
he traditions of Sinhala and the tradition of
amil New Year with a host of Avurudu Ganu
ifts being offered for Ganu Denu in 1973 and
enul. have consistently
All People’s Bank branches celebrated the
i event thereafter.

The programme
has grown over
the years so that
people who visit = 2

rom 8.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.
he objective of its Ganu.Denu
elebration is to encourage the

People’s Bank hranches

Russian tourists,” Russian Travel
Digest said.

Sri Lanka Tourism Development
Authority (SLTDA) expects to
welcome 225,505 Russian tourists
this year. During the first quarter of
the year, Russia generated highest
tourist traffic with 77,526 arrivals
during the period.

On 5th of this month, leading
tour operator Fun & Sun announced
charter flights to Sri Lanka for the
summer season, which is set to be
joined by two more tour operators in
the coming days.

Fun & Sun’s charter programme
is planned on Red Wings flights
on the Moscow-Hambantota route,
which will be operated twice a week
(Thursday and Sunday) starting from
30th of April until 31st of October
this year.

Last month, aviation authorities of
the two countries agreed to increase
the number of flights on the Moscow
— Colombo route from 14 flights
to 21 flights per week, according
to Russia’s Federal Air Transport

branches that will be
open as usual.

This year, the bank
will give depositors a
host of gifts that include
a porcelain mug for
deposits of Rs.15, 000,
an attractive travelling
bag for deposits of
Rs.25, 000, a golf
umbrella for deposits
of Rs. 50,000 and

Agency. In addition, the weekly
flights on other routes between
Russia and Sri Lanka are also to be
increased to seven.

Direct flights to Sri Lanka from
Russia are operated by three airlines.
Acroflot and AZUR air fly to

USAID and IREX announce
launch of MoJo Lanka Academy

The United States Agency for
International Development (USAID)
and The International Research
and Exchanges Board (IREX) have
announced the launch of Mojolanka.lk,
a website celebrating mobile journalism
in Sri Lanka, and home to MoJo Lanka
Academy, a platform that will provide
robust tri-lingual instruction in mobile
journalism.

This launch is the first step towards the
MolJo Lanka mobile journalism festival,

SL poised to become year-round
destination for Russians

Colombo, while Red Wings flies to
Mattala.

SLTDA Chairman Priantha
Fernando noted that usually Russian
tourist traffic slows down from end

of March.
MOREON Fg
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China tech giant
Alibaha to roll out
ChatGPT rival

B

{_: Chinese technology giant Alibaba has
announced plans to roll out its own artificial
intelligence (Al) ChatGPT-style product called
Tongyi Qianwen.

Its cloud computing unit says it will integrate
the chatbot across Alibaba’s businesses in
the “near future” but did not give details on
its timeline, In recent months, technology,
companies around the world have unveiled
their own so-called generative Al chatbots.

Sri Lanka seeks to
develop Philippines
as new tourism
source market

#35ri Lanka Tourism hosts
familiarisation tour for Filiping
tour operators

The Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion
Bureau (SLTPB) in collaboration with Sri
Lanka Embassy in Manila recently hosted
a familiarisation tour for nine Filipino tour
operators from March 29th to April 6th.

The goal of the tour was to increase
awareness about Sri Lanka as a new travel
destination and to establish connections|
between Sri Lankan travel agents and
Philippine travel agents.

The familiarisation tour included visits to

abit of saving in corporation us for Avurudu RenukaJayasinghe planned for June 24-25, 2023.

ith the local traditions which
ot only serve as a cushion in the
vent of a financial emergency
ut also bode well for national
evelopment.

Speaking about their Ganu
enu programme, People’s
ank’s Deputy General
anager (Retail Banking),
enuka Jayasinghe said,
‘People’s Bank has always
reated new initiatives for the
ri Lankan banking industry.

Ganu Denu on

the New Year are presented with
attractive gifts. This year, the
management once again decided
to close the bank on April 14th,
allowing our customers and
staff members, to celebrate the
traditions of the New Year with
their loved ones. We are opening
all 743 outlets on Monday,
17% of April, enabling them
to fulfil the auspicious New
Year transaction ritual with our

an LED emergency
lamp for those who deposit Rs.
100,000.

In addition to this,
arrangements have been made
to give a customary gift of Rs.
10 for every transaction, adding
meaning to the Ganu Denu ritual
transactions. All customers to
the bank will also be treated
to traditional Sri Lankan
sweetmeats and milk rice in the
spirit of the New Year.

USAID’s Media Empowerment
for a Democratic Sri Lanka (MEND)
programme works in conjunction with
IREX to improve citizens’ demand for,
and access to, balanced, reliable, and
objective news and information in Sri
Lanka. MEND has also been a pioneer
in mobile journalism in the country,
providing training and mentoring for
hundreds of aspiring mobile journalists.

MoJo Lanka Academy is a virtual
training centre consisting of a series
of explainer videos on the basics of

mobile storytelling. The videos are
available in English, Sinhala and Tamil,
and have been compiled by experts in the
field: David Hayward, the Editor of the
first BBC newsroom to be led by video
journalists; K.C. Saranga, an award-
winning Sri Lankan mobile journalist; and
Nadaraja Manivanan, a media trainer and
independent filmmaker based in Sri Lanka.
All MoJo Lanka Academy products can be

found on Mojolanka.lk. MOREONFE

Sri Lanka Skills Expo 2023
will take place at the Sirimavo
Bandaranaike Memorial Exhibition
Centre (SBMEC) at the BMICH in
Colombo on May 12®, 13% and 14™.

A ground-breaking event aimed

t showcasing new and emerging
echniques in 5 key sectors and
roviding opportunities for job
eekers to find employment across
hese industries, the Sri Lanka
Skills Expo 2023 is an initiative
f the relevant Industry Sector
Skills Councils {ISSCs), which
ere established in 2016. ISSCs
re industry-owned, industry-led,
nd industry-driven organisations
ecognised, advised, and supported
y the government.
The official inauguration
eremony will be held on the 12%
f May at 09.00 a.m. at the BMICH
nder the patronage of President
anil Wickremesinghe, and Sri
anka Skills Expo 2023 will be
pen to the public from 9:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m., daily (entrance free).
The ministers representing the

5 councils, together with other
key dignitaries will be present at
the inauguration, to support this
collaborative effort to showcase
and drive transformation in the
skills and job market in Sri Lanka.
This event is a national-level
conference and exhibition with the
objective of providing a platform
to bring together skills and skills-
related national and international
stakeholders.

Primarily, the Sri Lanka Skills
Expo 2023 seeks to showcase new
and emerging techniques across
the five ISSCs represented, which
are the Construction Industry
Skills Council (CISC), Information
and Communication Technology
Industry Skills Council (ICTISC),
Manufacturing and Engineering
Industry Sector Skills Council
(MESSCO), Tourism Industry
Skills Council (TISC), and
Agriculture Sector Skills Council
(ASSQC).

The event will serve as an ideal
opportunity to educate the public on

Education Minister Susil Premajayantha speaking at a press conference where 5ri Lanka

Skills Expo 2023 was announced

the industrial training programmes
available, share data related to
available job vacancies within these
sectors, and provide opportunities
for job seekers to apply.

A number of career guidance
programmes will be available
to educate individuals about the
present trends within these 5
key industries, and career paths

available to them. The expo will
also be an excellent platform for
students and job seekers to meet
industry experts and employers,
and learn about the various
opportunities available in these
sectors.

Through this event, the organisers
hope to build the image of the
5 involved sectors, and provide
consultancy and advisory services
related to technology adoption and
competency development, and
share information and data about
the labour market. Skills Expo 2023
is expecting a participation of more
than 15,000 participants throughout
the three days.

The five organising [SSCs have
extended open invitations to their
members who would like to seize
this opportunity to obtain vendor
stalls in order to exhibit their
products and services, present the
skill demand on the respective
sectors and network with those
who are interested in building
careets in these sectors.

various tourist destinations such as Sigiriya,
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, Yala, Galle, Bentota,
and Colombo, showcasing the diverse
offerings of Sri Lanka including luxurious
resorts, beautiful beaches, wildlife, ancient
heritage sites, and world-renowned cuisine.

One of the main highlights of the tour
was a visit to the ancient Sigiriya rock
fortress, a UNESCO world heritage site.
The participants also visited the Sri Daladal
Maligawa, and were entertained by the
Udarata Cultural Show in the evening.

Additionally, a B2B session was
conducted between Sri Lankan travel
agents and Philippine tour operators with
the aim of establishing Sri Lanka’s presence
in the Philippines as a preferred travel
destination and to establish partnerships
and linkages.

China’s consumer
inflation falls helow
1% in March

AFP: China’s consumer price inflation fell
below one percent in March, official figures
showed yesterday, a sign of weak demand as
the world’s second largest economy tries to
recover from its pandemic-driven slump.

The March consumer price index (CPI) - the
main gauge of inflation - came in at 0.7 percent,
down from the one percent seen a month earlier,
according to the country’s National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS).

Beijing is targeting an average inflation
rate of three percent for 2023, which is still
far below the current rates of many developed
economies.

Analysts had expected a faster pace in
March, with economic activity picking up
again after the abandonment of zero - Covid

restrictions at the end of 2022,
MOREON P&
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Bullish momentum contlnues _Z

P*"%he ASPI closed in green as a result of
price gains in countets such as Lanka
: 10C, Expolanka Holdmgs and LOLC
Holdings with the turnover crossing Rs. 1.6 bn.

A similar behaviour was witnessed in the S&P -

SL20. High net worth and institutional investor
participation was noted in John Keells Holdmgs,
- Lanka Tiles and Hayleys :

Mixed interest was observed in Expolanka
Holdings, Tokyo Cement Company nonvoting
and Lanka IOC whilst retail interest was noted
in SMB Leasing nonvoting, Marawila Resorts
(rights) and Browns Investments.

Foreign patticipation in the market activity -

remained at subdued levels with foreigners
closing as net buyers. Materials sector was the

Contd. from Page ¢

Interest rates...
“There’s less hisading to Blastonbiiry and nights out on
the town, there’s mare sitting-at home and watching the :

. Antiques Roadshow, so therefare your spending patters sort

of reduce and your save more and S0 a ageing papulation
tends 1o be disinflationary.’
Andrew Bailey, Governor of the Bank of England sald

- yacently that in‘the DK, the share of adults aged between 20

and 59 years-ald has fallen to below 65 percent in the past

- decade "and it is set to decline further in the coming years”. -

“ He'said that this has been driven by a decling in hirth -

- rates as well as people living for longer.The IMF also said low:
* productivity - the measure of how many goods and services. -

are produced < would bring: inflation down. In aspeech  :
= |ast manth; Bailey said that prior to the financial crisis in
2008, UK productvity had been baosted by the country’s.
manufacturing sector.
¢ "But following the: financial erisis, manufacturing: -
productivity growth fell back sharply. This fallin
manufactunng produgtivity is the main cause of the
= Slowdown,” he said:
- Just prior to the Covid pandemic, the UK's inferest rate
* was 0:75 percent, but the Bank of England cut it twice in
March 2020 t0.0.1 percent as the couniry entered lockdown.

The rata of inflation has risen steadily over the past couple

- of years and hit 10.4 percent in February - mare than five
times higher than the-Bank of England’s 2 percent target.
Following the decision 1o raise UK interest rates again in

 March, the Bank of Erigland said that it expected inflation “to '

fal sharply over the rest of the year”

- Thisis due to the govermment's continuing help with
hatisehold: heating bills theouigh the Energy Price Guarantee
scheme as welt as falling wholesale gas prices: However,

. Bailey declined to say whether he helleved that mterest rates :

hiad reached a peak.

SLpoised...

“"Typically, it's the tail-end of Russian traffic towards end

af March. It will die down a bit in April-June and wifl
pick up againin July- August: Once again, there's a lean:
periad during.September-Getober and it will pick up -
again, That's based on the outbound trend,” he said.

Russian tour operators are aptimistic of -popular
winter destinations becoming year-around destinations,
fueled by consistent high demand for beach holidays
supported by the growing popularity nf smhtseemg tours
among Russian travellers. - -

In particular, they expect Russian otitbound travel to -
shift more towards the Middle East, South and Seutheast
Asia this year,

According to Fun & Sun CEQ Viadimir Rubtsov, the
geography of the tourist distribution flow in 2023 would
depend on the logistics of air transpartation.and the visa.
policy of countries.

In-addition; Russian tourists-are also congemed of
high-prices in most popularhofiday destinations such as -
Turkey, which has led some Russians to reerient to other
price competitive destination such-as Egypt.

. Aecording to RUSSTD, the minimum package prices
for St Lanka has declined by 18 percent in March, while
prices rose by double digits for destinations such-as
Maldives Venezuela, Seychelles, Cuba and UAE.

With Russia being cut off from global payment
systems due:to-sanctions:imposed by the West. People’s:
Bank is collaborating with Russia’s National [nvestment
and Industrial Bank (NIPB) to issue international cards =
in order to enable them to make their payments.

- s the Gentral Bank (GB) is-accepting Indian Rupee
(INR) as a designated currency, Fernando noted that
Russuan fourists gould also bring:in INR:

. We have also.introduced travel wallets with NIlB
and Sampath Bank where they can purchase USS ar any
foreign currency and use it in Sri Lanka while they are on
tour,” he added.

Russian tour gperators expeut the valume nf _
Russian tourists through:their-tour operators onforeign
destinations o grow up o 20 percent YoY in 2023 Last .
year, tout operators sent about 7 million Russian tourists
to the top twenty tourist destinations.

top contnbutor to the market turnover (due to
Tokyo Cement Company nonvoting) whilst the
sector index gained 1.68%. The share price of
Tokyo Cement Company nonvoting gained Rs.
1.50 (3.23%) to close at Rs. 48.00.
Transportation sector was the second
highest contributor to the market turnover
(due to Expolanka Holdings) whilst the sector

——
Chinatech..

Earlier this year, Alibaba revealed it was working onia -
-rival to ChatGPL

Tongyi Qianwen roughly translates as seekmg an
answer by asking 2 thousand questm ns”, although Alibaha
_has not given an English version of the name.

“WWe ara at a technalogical watershed moment driven hy
generative Al and cloud computing,” Alibaba’s Chairman
-and Chief Executive Daniel Zhang sald in as Tungyl :
Qianwen was launched,

The company said Tongyi Qianwen, which is capable -
of working in English as well as Chinese, will initially be
added to DingTalk, Alibaba’s workplace messaging app.

It witl perform a number of tasks including turning:
conversations in meetings into written notes, writing
_emalls and drafting business proposals, the company said.

Alinaba said it will also be integrated into Tmall Genie,
which is similar to-Amazon's AEexa vmce asmsiant smart
‘Speaker,

Interestin generative Al has surged since the release of
ChatGPT by Microsoft-backed OpenAl in November. -~

Generative Al is capable of [earming from past data to
create ontent indistinguishable fram human wark.

ChatGPT can-answer questions using-natural, human-
like language and it can also mimic other writing styles,
using the internet as it was in 2021 as its database.

Microseft has spent hillions of dollars an the technology,
which was added fo its search engine Bing in February.

The US software giant also said it will embed a version
of ChatGPT in ifs Office apps, including Wurd Excel
PowerPoint and Dutlook. - '

Alphabet’s Goggle:and Chinese technalogy group
Baidu have also anneunced their own Al mudels and
released similar chatbots.

Yesterday, China's cyberspace regulator unveiled
draft measures for managing generative:-AlL
. .Under the proposed rules, companies would be.
responsible for the legitimacy of data tsed to train the
technalagy; the Gyherspace Admlmstratmn uf Ehma '
said.

index increased by 3 68%. The share price of .

Expolanka Holdings increased by Rs. 6.00

(3.69%) to close at Rs. 168.50. Lanka 10C,

John Keells Holdings and Sunshine Holdings
were also included amongst the top turnover
contributors.

The share price of Lanka I0C moved up by

“Rs. 9.75 (5.73%) to close at Rs. 180.00. The

The public has until 10 May to give feedback an the
proposals: :
Last month, a group of high- prnf e flgures in the

 technology mdustry called for training of powerful Al

systems to be suspended amld fears ef athreatto

- humanity.

Twitter Chief Execuitive Elon Musk and Apple co-founder
Steve Wozniak were among those whe signed an apen

- letter waming of potential risks, and said the race to

develop Al systems is out of control.
Meanwhile, a recent report by investment bank -
Goldman Sachs estimated that Al could replace the

_ equivatent of 300 million full-time jobs, _ _
Earlier this month, ftaly became the first Westem nation

to block GhatGPT, with the country’s data-protection

- authority citing privacy concerms.
]
Sri Lanka seeks...

This initiative by the SITPB and the Embassy of S

- Lanka in the Philinpines is a significant stepin promoting St

Lanka's tourism industry and expanding its market reach. The

- familiarisation four provided the Filipino tour operators with a

firsthand experience of Sri-Lanka’s tourism offerings and-an

- opportunity to establish business partnerships with Sri Lankan.

travel agents.
The Travel Trade B2B secession was held on April 04th at

. Ginnamon Lakeside with the participation of 60 Sri Lankan

trade partners, creating economic oppartuinities for both

countries.

'USAID and...

In the coming weeks, MEND will also be announcing

- acompetition aimed:at celebrating Sri Lankan mobile

journalists. The entries will be judged by local and

_ international judges and the winners will be announced at

the ModJo Lanka festival in June.
~“‘Mobile journalism is a fremendous step forward for the

- free flow of information in S Lanka,” said USAID Mission

DB
Securities

share price of John Keells Holdings recorded
a gain of Rs. 0.75 (0.54%) to close at Rs.
138.75. The share price of Sunshine Holdings
appreciated by Rs. 2.30 (5 11%) to close at Rs.
4730,

Diractor Gabriel Grau; “Awell trained and responsible press
is:a comerstone of demecratic societies and-especially:
important in these times when democracy is under
pressure in so many places. USAID looks forward to the
sticeess of the Mojo Lanka Academy”” -

“We are very excited to launch the MoJo Lanka Academy,”
said Jean MacKenzie, MEND's Chigf of Party. “Mabile
journalism offers a window: into a society that is almost
impossible to get any other way. Through the Mojolanka
website and the upeoming festival, IREXis helping Sd -
Lankans acquire the skills to tell their stories. We feel
strongly that this type of journalism has a very bright .
futtire, and we are happy to support its growth?

China’s consumer...

- The producer-price index (PPI), which measures the cost
of goads leaving factories, shrank for the sixth consesutive
month, with prices falling:2.5 percent - indicating lower -
marins for businesses,

“Egonamic recavery is on track butnot strong enaugh
te push-up prices,” Zhiwei Zhang of Pinpoint Asset
Management wrote in a2 note,

“This suggests the economy is stil running below its
patential,” he added, suggesting the data madean mierest
rate cut more fikely, '

* Fresh fruit prices rose 1.5 percent year-on-year, and -
pork, the most censumed meat in-the country, jumped 3.6
percent. The cost of fuel for transport fell 6.4 percent,

- Globally, commodity and food prices are rising, though
China has-remained relatively unscathed by increases linked
to the warin Ukraine, "We think consumer price inflation
will rebound in the coming months as the labour market
tightens again,” analysts from Capital Economics said in a
note. “But; it will be well helow the government's ceiling of
around three percent, and the increase in inflation will be far
sm?ller than what was seen elsewhere when they npened '
up:

China is targeting five percent economic growth this year,
one of the lowest targets in decades, but Premier Li Qiang
warmed last month even this could be difficult o achieve,
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The Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama apologised on Monday
after a video which showed him
asking a boy to suck his tongue
triggered a backlash on social
media. The video, which has gone
viral, shows the Dalai Lama, 81,
planting a kiss on the boy’s lips as
he leaned in to pay his respects.
The Buddhist monk is then seen
sticking his tongue out as he
asked the child to suck it. AFP

DALAI LAMA APOLOGISES

JOKER LEFT DRAINED

One of Greece’s top seismologists
has been left badly shaken after
his April Fool's spoof about the
volcanic island of Santorini badly
backfired. Akis Tselentis, the director
of Greece’'s Geodynamic Institute
and Tsunami Centre, quipped that
a funnel could open up under the
tourist hotspot and suck away the
Aegean Sea. But the authorities failed
to see the joke and Tselentis is now
under investigation. AFP
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VWHERE NJEMORIES BECOME ART

: PRESERVE Youn Svscw. FLOWERS & BOUQUE'I‘S

| 192,8ir James Peiris Mw, Colombo 02,
Branches— Nugegoda, Kandy

One of the
highlights, as part
of the of fifty years
celebrations of the
Cathedral of Christ the
Living Saviour was
‘Never Thirst Again’
by Ishan de Lanerolle,
and the Choir of the
Cathedral. The Choir
Director was at his best
once again in a musical
event in celebration
and this particular one
was a Passion cantata.

= 0112 448844
0777733 175

It was nice to have
Jackie Savundra beck
here on an all too brief
vacation. I speak to

Jacki on the phone often
n the UK where she
lives and she is indeed

a lovely person, who
spends much of her time
reaching out to others. I

Spending a vacation
with elderly relatives

,mm} %7}3 g V, r,m;% E”P I
7
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I enjoyed spending time with
Gehan Cooay too while he was
here on vacation, taking time off
from his music and work in films in
the US. We spent two aftermoons
together, lunch at their home and
lunch at Bay Leaf. It was nice to
meet Harpo there too. He is a hands

This had meaningful
narrations between

the singing all done to
perfection under Ishan's
expert guidance.

The choir is now
undoubtedly one of

the very best here. The

* A favourite cousin
and her husband who
I'm very fond of too
sent their car for me to
have lunch and spend

- Sunday aftemoon
with them . A day
when everyone was
relaxed and able to
enjoy ourselves with

_ ease, comfortable in
each other’s company, -
the busy host not
having to rush from
meeting to meeting
or be disturbed by
phone calls from

- work. Their daughter,
a great favourite of
mine too joined us ..
She spends much of
her time in helping
others, with health

parhame it
“of Baboons.

sister Lucy Page, the
Matriach of the Page and
Aloysius families daily,
which is rare in young
people, to spend most
of a brief vacation with

: elderly relatives
and friends. She
promised to come
back next year too
when I hope we
will all, old and
young among her
friends see much
more of her.

spoke to her on
the phone here
too, she invited
Amithy and me
to the Cinnamon
Red where she
was staying . She
is a most dutiful
niece and visited
her mother’s

‘,
gg‘
[

i
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on restaurant owner which is
perhaps why his restaurants are all
doing well. He is very kind hearted
and insisted on sending one of his
waiters to help me up the steps,
who rarely left out table pandering
to all our whims throughout our
lunch. Harpo is a good friend of

e

time driver,

FIFTY YEARS
CELEBRATIONS

next planned eventis a
choir festival featuring
some of the foremost
choirs in our country.

[ have always been

a fan of the of the De
Lanerolle Brothers as a
duo and consider them
and Gehan Cooray to
be among our very
best singers. Ishan has
done a wonderful job
with the choir at the
cathedral ever since he
became its Director and
the choir has improved
by leaps and bounds,
beyond all expectations.
One of the best parts

of any service at the
cathedral is the singing
of the choir under
Ishan’s direction.

problems in which

- she is trained and

also and in guiding
them in marketing
their products, helping
those who have talent
in producing attractive
gift items with design
in keeping with
modermn market trends.
She has an idea which
has not taken off the
groung yet, inhow
those who are able to

~ can help those in need

to get their essential
commodities by paying
for another for when
they buy their own

 items. It was

most relaxing
and enjoyable.

my nephew Senaka de Soysa and
immediately recognised my part

and chatted to him

too as he has worked for Senaka's
family for several years. We had a
delicious lunch and a heart to heart
chat as it was during Gehan’s last
few days here. He and his lovely
mother Shiromal left for Paris a
few days later to spend time there
before he returns to the US.

omy at
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SHOP IN TOWN
AND @ PRICES THAT WILL AMAZE YOU

Joseph Louis
G A L LB R Y

%1.53, Dickmans Read,
Colombo 5.

Tel: 2598888/ 2598889
ADJOINING THE POST OFFICE

, Dlamond
Pendant

Rs.3,000/-

per month

7 MKt
endant & Chain ¥
startsat

Rs.75,000/-

INGREDIENTS

* 1 oz butter

8 Ozs cooked meat
¢ 3 B onions thinly sliced e chicken or ham finely

chopped
¢ 5 eggs
* 1 thsps water
e 2 oz butter for

e /3 tsp turmeric
* 2 cloves garlic chopped

¢ 2 green chillies finely
chopped

¢ ltsp grated ginger

omelette, seasoning.

METHOD,
or

filling. Fry onion

n butter till
brown. Add spices.
Add meat and
seasoning. Beat
eggs with water.
Heat butter pour
in egg when set.
Put filling in centre
fold over and
serve.

lifedm123@gmail.com

ANATOMY OF A SCANDAL

[£7 SARAH VAUGHAN

An astonishingly
incisive and -
suspenseful novel
about a scandal
amongst Brifain's
privileged elite and
the women caught
up in its wake.

Sophie’s
husband James is
-a loving father, a
handsome man,

a charismatic and
successful public
figure. And yet he
stands accused of
a terrible crime.
Sophie is convinced
he is innocent and
-desperate 1o protect -
her precious family
from the lies that
threaten to rip
them apart.

Available at Sarasavi Bookshap
Nugegoda, No. 2 Samudradevi
Mawatha

Rs.3100/- &

" available*

items at the Sarasavi Bookshop Nugegoda
*including the books featured

If you would like to get in

touch to feature books or

book-related events, drop
me an email at

LABOUR STUDIES
BITTER BERRY BONDAGE

DONOVAN
MOLDRICH

Death is the
thick black streak
‘that darkens the
pages of this book.
The coffee workers
came to Ceylon with
the hope of escaping
the grinding poverty
of South India. For
one in four of them
Ceylon became their
charnel house. The
cruelties inflicted on
plantation workers
by nature and by
‘man, from Alabama
to Australia, defy
summary. This is
the sobering story
of how plantation
‘workers toiled on
Ceylon’s coffee
estates.

Available at Bookland, 46/1
Marine Drive, Colombo 6.

Rs 1500~

items at the Bookland
*including the books featured
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CLUES FOR CROSSWORD
NO. 1526

1 2 3 4 5 6
8
Across
7 Protective (6) 1 Afforded (4)
8 Make deeper (6) 2 Someone deranged 9 10
9 Awe (4) and possibly dangerous (6)
10 Under a curse (8) 3 Nightclothes (7)
11 Being of crucial 4 Derive (9) b e 1
importance (7) 5 To draw again; (6) 14
13 Twist (5) 6 Message transmitted
15 Order by virtue of by telegraph (8) 1 1 v 18
superior authority: 12 Insinuation (8) 19
decree (5) 14 Grandfather (7)
17 Assume (7) - 20 2 2

16 Group of followers hired

E u n H 20 Congress (8) to applaud at a performance (6) j .
S| 1| ulr|o| YD E[P|alr T |  o1Theactofguing() 18 ndicate (6

4

E n E 23 Ask for or request 19 Embrocated (5) 2 2

earnestly (6) 22 Defect (4)

24 Two-dimensional (6)

R R I R N
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Due to the prevailing situation in the country there will be no crossword competition.
The publication of the crossword is purely for your enjoyment.

Sri Lanka’s Biggest Musical Extmvaganza Rocks Colombo

'INTERFLASH 2023 was an unforgettahle evening of music, . INTERFLASH 2023 kicking artistes in Sri Lanka, including
event that was eagerly awaited entertainment, and excitement. off with the Finals of LIVELIGHT Kazier, Dinesh, Wasthi, Kanchana,
for two long years. After a hiatus - The anticipation was palpable, 23, featured a line-up of talented ~ Yaka Crew, Infinity, Daddy, and
of two years, Sri Lanka's biggest ~ and fans could hardly waitto. ~ contestants, including Dinomi Funk'Island, who performed some
musical concert was finally back  immerse themselves in the world  Perera, Ransaree Kolonne, Sihansa  of their best hits alongside the -
with a bang, promising to be an = of music and entertainment that = Mudalige, and Team Hathike, who ' finalists of LIVELIGHT 2023.

; 3 INTERFLASH had to offer. The were backed up by the dynamic The concert was a visual
- event did not disappoint, with band STEREQ. Each contestant and auditory extravaganza,
a lineup of Sri Lanka's biggest brought their unique style and with state-of-the-art sound and
and most renowned artistes energy to the stage. impressing  lighting systems that left the
delivering performances that the judges and the audience with  audience mesmerised. The event
were simply outstanding. - their captivating performances. was a feast for the senses, with
The heart of Colombo was The LIVELIGHT finals at a variety of food and beverage
buzzing with excitement as St INTERFLASH 2023 showcased the  stalls that kept the taste buds up
Lanka's biggest musical concert, ~ incredible talent of Sri Lanka's and running while enjoying the
INTERFLASH 23, was held at the up-and-coming musicians, and - evening.
Nelum Pokuna Outdoor Theatre on  the performance by Team Hathike Kaizer and Dinesh's Soulful
April 4, 2023. Organised by the won the most votes, solidifying - yojces had the crowd swaying
Interact District 3220, the event their position as the ultimate and singing along, while Wasthi's
Wwas a massive success, attracting ~ winners of the competition. - witty lyrics and Kanchana's
- over 10,000 music lovers from all . The concert featured some of electrifying songs kept the energy
over the country. ; the most renowned and talented . levels high. Yaka Crew's fusion

of traditional and contemporary
music had everyone on their feet,

f ‘:MOST , wévm
'FASHION
EXHIB!T;IQNg

~ and Infinity's unique style of music ok N
- o antlclpat Ol e had the audience spellbound. . INTERFLASH 23 was a resounding
palpable, and fans could The event was not just a _ success, and it will be remembered for

hardlyv wait to immerse congert; it was an experience  years to come as one of the biggest
Y . . that left everyone breathless. The  and most hyped-up musical events in
themselves in the world of organisershadpulled outallthe gy Lanka's history. The Interact District

stops to ensure that the event

: : - 3220 and all the artistes involved in the
music and entertainment jyeq up to its hype, and they did concert deserve a round of applause for

that INTERFLASH had  notdisappoint. INTERFLASH 23 putting together such a fantastic event
' : was an unforgettable evening that  that rocked Colombo!
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