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Missing Rs.amn
cash hundle found

- Central Bank

The Central Bank today said a shortage of Rs.5
million worth cash bundle was discovered in one
of its vaults during the currency operations on

April 11,2023. SEEFULLSTORYONAT D>

GEB ENGINEERS SAY
PERKS T0 REMAIN
DESPITE REFORMS

® Perks enjoyed by CEB
employees, including
employment security,
employee benefits,
the Employees’ Trust
Fund and the pension

£ www.facebook.com/Dailymirroronline
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RI LANKA RISKS
LLOSS OF GSP + UNLESS
ANTI-TERRORISM
BILL CHANGED

® EU writes to Foreign Ministry expressing concerns

® Representatives of EU member states raise it with
President on April 17

@ Says it will have an impact even when SL re-applies for
GSP next year after EU reforms on GSP + framework

@ UK, US also raise concerns

7 KELUM BANDARA
ri Lanka risks the loss of

GSP + trade concessions due

to the provisions of the
proposed Anti-Terrorism

Bill as the European Union
(EU), the United States (U.S.) and

the United Kingdom (UK} have
expressed their concerns over
it through multiple diplomatic
channels, Daily Mirror learns.

expressing concerns on the new bill,
according to an informed source.
The US has communicated its
displeasure over the content of
the new bill through Sri Lankan
Ambassador in Washington DC
Mahinda Samarasinghe. Also,
the UK authorities informed Sri
Lankan Foreign Secretary Aruni
Wijewardane who is there, that this
bill, unless changed, will have an

in this regard when they were called
for high tea with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and his Chief of
Staff Sagala Ratnayake on April 17,
2023.During the brief discussion,
they said that the spirit of the bill
would have a bearing on decisions
regarding GSP + concessions.
According to informed sources, these
envoys noted that it will have a
particular bearing when Sri Lanka

E2 Follow us on @dailymirror_SL
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Sri Lanka had met 25% o IMF |

commilments; failed one by

end-March: Verité Researc
‘The IME Tracker' launched to help monitor

Colombo,Aprit 20,2023 -
Srilankahadmet 25%ofthe

- trackable programme commitments

of the International Monetary Fund

. (IMPrprogramme as attheend of

March 2025 but had failed on one,
according to The IMF Tracker'a

- néwonlinetool launched by Verité

Research. -

Manyofthe commitmentsmet.
wiere classified as prior actions”and
met prior to the programme being

. approved bythe IMF Board.

. The Failed Commitment is.

- theestablishment of anonline

transparency platform. This platform

is expected to publish,on a semi-

 Gavernment’s progress on USS 2.9 billion programme

annualbasis;information related to

() all significant public procurement

contracts (i) a listof all firms _
receiving tax exemptions through the

- Board of Investment and (iijalist

of individuals and firms receiving
tax exemptions on luxury vehicle

_ imports. 1t was die by L March

2023,but notmet even bytheend

of that month. - . .

Lackof Informationis alsoa
concern. Asat end March;9% of

-the identified commitments had

their progress status in the tracker

- classified as unknown’” This means

the information required to make an

assessment was not available,

SEEREST OFTHE STORYON 12 2> |

i Lanka's Per onlMF
{as of March 2023)

Paola Pampaloni, the European impact on trade relations through re-applies for the same concession CUERAEL PROGRESS O TAE B PROCHAIE

scheme will not be

External Action Service Depu preferential trading. after upcoming reforms of the EU’s
affected Managing Director of Asia gmtjy Pacific, _Besides,some representativesof ~ GSP + framework next year. _ ettt
) KALAN! KUMARASINGHE wrote to the Foreign Ministry here the EU member states raised concerns SEEREST OF THESTORY IN 12 D>

Perks enjoyed by the Ceylon Electricity Board
(CEB) employees are to remain, despite the ongoing
reform process, according to a group of senior
engineers of the Board.Ajith Withanage of the
CEB Senior Engineers’ Association said that the
Power and Energy Minister made these assurances,
following discussions on reforming the CEB.

“The Minister assured that perks enjoyed by
CEB employees, including employment security,
employee benefits, the Employees Trust Fund and
the pension scheme will not be affected through the
reform process, he said.

Addressing a media briefing senior engineers of
the state-run CEB said that it can no longer function
on the present model it operates on, which has been
in existence for over 50 years. Traditionally trade
unions have acted to sabotage every energy project
brought to Sri Lanka, with many groups opposing
new power plants, Spokesman of the CEB Senior
Engineers Association Nandika Pathirage said.

SEE RESF OF THESTORY DN A2 D>

HRCSL T0 SUPPORT
LGBTQ COMMUNITY
IN ADVOCATING
LEGAL REFORMS

® A group of representatives

Toque monkey issue

A Chinese company made the request
for100,000 toque monkeys - Ministry

Monkeys to China for breeding purposes

e To implement the request, the ministry opened a forum to
express the views of various parties

'/ CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

While claiming that the toque
monkeys are to be taken to China for
breeding purposes, the Agriculture
ministry yesterday said that a Chinese
company called Animal Breeding
Limited had requested for 100,000
toque monkeys. Ministry Secretary
Gunadasa Samarasinghe said that to

[ixtreme heat warning

issued to 17
districts until today

implement the request, the ministry
opened a forum to express the views
of various parties. Environmentalists,
farmers, the public,the tourism
industry,religious leaders and
scientists can express their views on
exporting the monkeys.

“While collecting acceptable,
justified and better ideas, the ministry

is hoping to take the best decision
when sending the toque monkeys

to China.The ministry is hoping to
remove monkeys from areas where

a large extent of crops are being
destroyed by them. There are no
intentions of removing monkeys from
forests and conservation areas; the
ministry secretary added.

Weather Forecast for Main Cities
ity | Temperature

Knﬁradhapura

of the LGBTQ community

mgt“t’glelfggn]er;? u(]illascuss Batticaloa e According to the heat index issued by

LGBTQ peo legand address Colombo the department 17 districts including

 Peop Galle Colombo would be affected by hot

pressing Issues Jaffna weather conditions

'/ KURULU KOGJANA KARIYAKARAWANA Kandy
The Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka Nuwara-Eliya 1 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAMARAWICKRAMA

(HRCSL) has expressed its support to the LGBTQ Ratnapura The Meteorology Department has issued extreme heat weather
community in protecting its rights as well as - advisory until today (21) particularly for Western, North-Western,
advocating for the legal reforms over the issues Trincomalee Northern, North-Central and Eastern provinces and Moneragala and
pertaining. Mannar Hambantota Districts. SEE REST OF THE STORY ON A2 D
Easter Sunday Attack

President has no authority to
threaten teachers or confiscate
their property: Stalin
5 CHATURANGA PRADEEP SAARAVICKRAMA

The President does not have any authority or power to make the
examinations a compulsory service,to take the exam committee under
emergency,to prosecute the teachers who are withdrawing from
evaluating examination answer scripts, or to confiscate their property,
the Ceylon Teachers’ Union (CTU) said.

Addressing the media, CTU General Secretary Joseph Stalin said the

country’s economy collapsed without fuel and the examinations were
delayed due to the actions of the government.

SEE REST OF THE STORY.ONAZ D>

All night fpr()test march begins
to mark fourth -
anniversary

® Prior warnings on [/ YOHAN PERERA

p;g 3333'2}73{3(; " The Catholic community in

\ Negombo who began an all-
warnings were night protest to mark the fourth
sent from one

t th anniversary of Easter Sunday attacks T e o
ge[son Ot.ano er |ast evening cal!Ed forthe unveiling  truth behind the Easter Sunday attacks
Ut N0 action Was . the truth behind the Easter Sunday moves on from Negombo. Pic by Nisal

taken to prevent  itacks, Baduge PICS SENT SEPERATELY TO
the attack SEE REST OF THE STORYONAZ DD LAYOUT AS WELL
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L xtreme

heat warning

1ssued to 17

districts unul today

® Heat Index forecast
is calculated by usin
relative humidity an
maximum temperature
and the condition that is
felt on the human body

According to the heat index issued by the
department,Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar, Mullaithivu,
Vavuniya,Anuradhapura, Trincomalee, Puttalam,
Polonnaruwa, Kurunegala, Batticaloa, Gampaha,
Ampara, Colombo, Moneragala,Kalutara and
Hambantota Districts would be affected by hot
weather conditions.

“People may suffer heat cramps, exhaustion and
continuing activity in the heat or sun could lead to
heatstroke, the advisory warns.

The Met. Dept. also advised the public to remain
hydrated and take breaks in the shade as often as
possible at job sites.

They also advised checking the elderly and the sick,
who are indoors and not leaving children unattended.

“Outdoor workers are advised to limit their
strenuous activities, find shade and stay hydrated,’ it
said

Matale, Kandy, Kegalla, Nuwara Eliya, Badulla,
Ratnapura, Galle and Matara are also recorded as
caution areas.

Heat Index Forecast is calculated by using relative
humidity and maximum temperature and the condition
that is felt on the human body.

HRCSL T0 SUPPORT
LGBTQI COMMUNITY
IN ADVOCATING
LEGAL REFORMS

® The HRCSL has expressed

its support to promoting and
protecting the rights of LGBTQI
individuals including raising
awareness, addressing social
stigma, fostermg inclusivity as well
as advocating for legal reforms

The HRCSL expressed these concerns when a
group of representatives of the LGBTQI community
met the former to discuss the well-being of the
LGBTQ people and address pressing issues on
Wednesday.

The representatives presented a request letter to the
Chairperson of the HRCSL Justice Rohini Marasinghe,
highlighting the issues faced by LGBTQI people that need
to be resolved, the HRCSL said in a statement.

The HRCSL has expressed its support to promoting
and protecting the rights of LGBTQI individuals
including raising awareness, addressing social stigma,
fostering inclusivity as well as advocating for legal
reforms.

The meeting comes in the wake of a private
member’s bill to decriminalize same sex consensual
relationships, which has been filed at the Supreme
Court.The group of representatives comprised of
individuals and institutions that work and fight for the
rights of the LBGTQI community.

“'IN LOVING MEMORY *
OF

SUMITHRA ARAMBAWELA

Called to rest on
22 April 2022
You are forever in our hearts.
Fondly remembered by Sarath,
Family members
and-oved ones:
May your soul-rest in peace!
A memorial service will be held on
22 April 2023 at 5.00 p.m.
at St. Mary’s Church,

|
)
’ Mulgampola, Kandy. c@g

ail
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SRI LANKA RISKS
LOSS OF GSP + UNLESS
ANTI-TERRORISM
BILL CHANGED

The repeal of the current
Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA)
is a commitment made by Sri Lanka
to qualify for US $ 500 million
GSP(Generalized Scheme of
Preferences) + trade concessions in
exporting to the markets in the EU

region. The European Commission’s
report on Sri Lanka is expected to be
presented at the end of next month
or early June.

However, there is criticism from
various quarters like some civil society
organizations, political parties in the

opposition and trade unions on the
new Anti-Terrorism Bill introduced to
be enacted in place of the PTA. They
even call it far more draconian than
the PTA. The government has now
delayed the presentation of the bill for
discussion with the concerned parties.

PRESIDENT HAS NO AUTHORITY TO
THREATEN TEACHERS OR CONFISCATE

THEIR PROPERTY: STALIN

© THE PRESIDENT SAYS THAT HE DOESN'T BOTHER ABOUT LABOUR
LAWS. HOW CAN HE DO THAT

“The textbooks for the year 2023
have not been distributed as yet
and also the school uniforms were
not distributed properly. If the
president is in a position to make
the education an essential service,
the above shortcomings too should
have been met,” he said.

The president’s decision to make
education an essential service
can only be seen as a repressive
measure.

“Children’s nutrition projects
have not been strengthened. All
expenses incurred in schools are
forced upon the parents. Now they
are frowning at us. We are not
afraid of this. They are trying to

suppress us by passing the Anti-
Corruption Act.

The education minister is now
making various statements. The
evaluation process did not start
because proper solutions were not
discussed or given.

He submitted a cabinet paper in
place to give Rs. 3,000 to teachers,
but it is being dragged upon by
the Treasury for two months.
If this evaluation process was
delayed, that was because of the
government.

These people are playing with
the lives of the children and
landing the blame on us.

This government has no answers

to these issues. The president
says that he doesn’t bother about
labour laws. How can he do that?
If the president challenges the
teachers, the teachers’ unions will
not hesitate to throw the challenge
back at him.

Some 19,000 teachers are
needed for the evaluation of the
examination answer scripts, but
only 12,000 have applied. If Rs.
3,000 had been paid, the teachers
would have taken a decision. Then
the problem too would have been
solved. The university teachers
must be involved in this, and
their demands must be met, Stalin
reiterated.

Which 1s the real load?
Weight or Price?

{7 CHRISHALLE AUGUSTIN

Traders and consumers have been
faced with a conundrum after the
government’s decision to sell eggs
by weight. The gazette issued by the
Consumer Affairs Authority (CAA)
stipulates a maximum retail price
(MRP) for eqgs by weight.

Accordingly a white egq is priced
at Rs.44 and a kilogramme at Rs.880
while a brown eqg is priced at Rs.46
and a kilogramme at Rs.920.

The president of the All Island
Poultry Association (AIPA) Ajith
Gunasekara welcomed the decision
stating that consumers will gain
a huge relief if the price of eggs is
decided according to their weight.
However,consumers appear to be
reluctant to purchase eggs according
to their weight,mainly due to
affordability concerns.

Agroceryseller spoke to Daily
Mirror about how the high cost of
eggs has affected their business.
During the past few days officials
have been raiding grocery stores
and charging fines, if eggs were sold
according to weight, he said. Therefore
most sellers sold eggs only at the
stipulated price.

Although the sale of eggs by
weight is officially in effect now,
traders complained that they have
incurred losses over the past few days.
“Selling eqgs at the wholesale rate
is not helpful for us.As we are not
allowed to make additional charges to
the fixed price,we don't profit much
and it is a huge loss. Therefore we
decided to suspend selling eqgs for
some time; he said.

“Eggs have always been one of the
mandatory products we buy due to its
affordability but after the price hike,

boiling an egg’ per meal has become
a luxuryin our household: said one
consumer. She further said that as
their family buys eggs by the number,
she does not wish to spend almost
Rs.500 just to consume a few eggs
per week.

Bakeries meanwhile complained
that the eggs exported from India
were not equally distributed,while
some bakeries have not received eggs
atall.This has affected the bakery
industry as short eats that require egg
asa mandatory ingredient are unable
to continue their business.

“We wonder what happened to
one million eggs exported from India.
Itis hard to bake cakes and short
eats without eggs. Our business is
becoming tougher each day,”said a
baker.

Around August last year (2022),
eggs took an unexpected toll on the
nation’s everyday consumers as a
result of less imported animal feed
being supplied to the poultry industry.
The costs of basic necessities regularly
catch people off quard.With the cost
of fish recently causing concern for
many households, consumers today
lack nutritious options,and are just
perplexed about how to balance their
diets.

Consumers who used to buya
carton of eqgs per week for just a few
hundred rupees are now returning
from the stores, stupefied to see the
prices being increased to numbing
heights of over Rs. 500 per carton!
Apart from the general public,bakery
owners, restaurants and especially
children find this to be a massive
challenge as their protein intake has
taken a blow from every possible
direction.

CEB ENGINEERS SAY
PERKS T0 REMAIN
DESPITE REFORMS

“This can't go on for long. That is why we have
chosen to intervene and it is fortunate that a group
of people who can understand the issue are in
power, he said,adding that the subject minister
Kanchana Wijesekara discussed the issues openly
and was attentive to their proposals.

“There have been false reports that this entity
is up for sale.But in reality, reforms are fora
competitive energy market to be created. This
process will take at least two to three years. The
benefits of a competitive market will be for the
consumer.Additionally, there will be no need to take
permission from trade unions to build new power
plants; he said.

OPPOSITION TRYING T0 AVOID
MF EFF DEBATE ~CHIEF
GOVERNMENT WHIP

£/ YOHAN PERERA

The opposition is trying to avoid the three day
debate on the IMF Extended Financial Facility
(EFF) using non availability of Sinhala and Tamil
copies of the agreement, Chief Government
Whip Prasanna Ranatunga alleged yesterday.

It was reported that TNAMP M.A.
Sumanthiran had asked for Sinhala and Tamil
copies of the agreement. “The Indo Lanka
Agreement debate had taken place, though only
the English copy of the agreement was available
at that time. ALl MPs will get the opportunity of
debating in whatever language of their choice.
Opposition is using the language issue to avoid
the debate; he said.

Meanwhile Chief Opposition Whip Lakshman
Kiriella said whatever agreement or a motion
which is being debated should be available in all
three languages as per the standing orders.“We
asked for the Sinhala and Tamil copies as per the
standing orders; he said.

IMF Tracker

& Follow us on@dailymirrorlk

Sri Lanka had met 25 %
of IMF commitments;

(ailed one b_y

end-

March: Verité Research

- Verite Research notes that
timely progress on the IME
programme has two benefits:
First, there are the material
benefits that can result from
many (not all) of the-actions:
Second, it .can improve
confidence in Sri Lanka’s
governance, which then helps
negotiations to restructure the
burden of past debt and speed
up the'path to future economic
Lecovery:

_‘The IMF Tracker® is
currently trackimeg 100
identified commitments
recorded along with Sri
Lanka’s Letter of Intent to
the IMEF on the programme

approved on 20 March 2023

.. The platform will assist the

government and people of St
Lanka, as well as the IMF, to

better understand and track

Sri Lanka’s progress and

~timeliness on meeting these

commitments,
The IMF Tracker is now

~available for the public

on manthri.lk - an online

platform run by Verité

Research tracking the
actions and performance of

~Sri Lanka's parliament. For

more information; please
visit https: //manthrl lk/en/ '

: 1mf tracker

Snapshet of Progress on Sri Lanka's IMF Programme

Commitmente(as at End March 2023)

ahadmet 2B%

By March 2023

af the Programme Commitments

NUMBER OF PROGRAMME COMMITMENTS: 100

9 3940
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KUWAIT - SRI LANKAN UNITY MAKES DONATION T0 APEKSHA HOSPITAL

Kuwait — Sri Lankan Unity, an
association of Sri Lankans working
in Kuwait, recently donated a
consignment of vaccines and drugs
used for treatment of cancer patients
and milk packs worth more than Rs
2.5 million to the Apeksha Hospital,
Mabharagama.

Here the Convener of the association
Gamini Wijeratne hands over the
consignment to the Director Apeksha
Hospital Dr. Aruna Jayasekara. The
Deputy Director of the hospital Dr.
Lalith Poddala and group of members
of the Kuwait -Sri Lankan Unity were
also present on the occasion.
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FROMPACE | * SEVLAN BANK DEBENTURE ISSUE
MENON ASSH,T0 CONDUCT ~ OFRS.5BILLION

EID PRAYERS AT GALLE FACE

nformed that it has organized the Eid-Ul-Fitr ov E R s U B s c R I B E D

The Memon Association of Sri Lanka has
Ramadhan} prayers to be held at the Galle
Face Green this year as well.

The prayers will be conducted at 8.00 am
either tomorrow or Sunday depending on the
sighting of the new moon for the month of
Shawwal in the Islamic calendar.

Il night protest
march begins to mark
ourth anniversary

Fr Robinson Wijesinghe who was among the
priests who participated in the protest and who
elivered a sermon during the service before the
protest said what people want is to find out the
ruth about the attack.“Prior warnings on the
ttack were received and the warnings were sent
rom one person to another but no action was
aken to prevent the attack.We want to know why
his happened; he said.

The protest march which commenced from St
ebastian’s Church Katuwapitiya is expected to
reach Colombo early morning today.

OBITUARIES

FERNANDO - NIHAL GEMUNU
ABEYSEKERA (N.G.A) —
Commander, Sri Lanka Navy
(Retired). Beloved husband of
Nimal, loving father of Ransith
and Nalika, loving father-in-law
of Varuni and Lishan and loving
brother of Cecil (late), Ranjan
and Cynthia (late), passed away
peacefully. Viewing from
8.00 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. at A.F.
Raymond’s, Borella on Friday,
21st April 2023 followed by
cremation at 4.00 p.m. at the
Old Crematorium, General
Cemetery, Borella (Kanatte).

113569

www.dailymirror.lk/obituaries
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I OUR THOUGHT |

BUDDHIST
SRILANKA
HASA
PROBLEM |
WITII TOQUE
MACAQ

™ e Sti Lankan Crovemment s plan to export
a species of monkey (Toque Macaques)

has brought mixed reactions from several
- quartets in the island hation.

What stands at present is only a-

Govt. proposal, and the regime plans to submit a

Cabinet Proposal to appoint a Committee that will

srecomend a proposal inrthis regard

But when one studles the thmkmg behmd the .

Government’s move itiig clear that someone wishes
to make a quick buck out of the venture. Why?

" Because, if at all this deal would come through, not |

with the blessings of the Chinese Government, but
~also with the initiative of a private firm.

© In this regard two Ministers:have been
- quoted; one being Govt. Spokesperson Bandula
Gunawardane and Mahinda Amarawesra, who
serves as Agrlcultu.re Mlmster

For a sfarter, this species of monkey is hated

: by farmers beca_use of the damage it does to crops.

According (o Government statistics, on average,
crop damage by wild animals during the first halfof

22022 was 144,989 metric tons witlim a range of 28

types of crops.

The monkey species in the news does the

most damage:to:crops. :Lhis could:be:why the

- Government permitted farmers recently to kill

six types of wild animals named in a list ofcrop
destroyers. These six animals are the peacock,
monkey, grizzied giant squirrel porcupine, wild
boar and toque macaques.

Sti Lankan farmers have welconted the move
to'rid the country at least of a small percentage of
this species.of monkey. But environmentalists have
vehemently objected to the export of this monkey
species: This is the problem with Sri Lanka; there
are those, who would oppose any move whether it 18
to promote a busingss or to dissuade the wasting of

savaluable resource.

One point however that must be considered
closely is that the monkey species in question falls
into the 'Red List” specified by the International
Union for Consetvation of Nature (TUCNY: Ttis also
endemicto SriLanka:

There is an opinion that sterilization is a way
to: curb:its population growth, but then again
environmentalists have raised questions about

the feasibility, practicality and ethicality of such a -

thought,

From a human point of view, there are concerns
about the safety of such anirnals being exported
to-any country. Speculation is.rife that these Sri
Lankan monkey species would end up in labs for
experiments andnotin zoos as discussed. It would
be a little hard.to digestif the news reaches us that
the first consignment of this type of animal was
used as fodder for a'scientific experimient.

This monkey business associated with a firm
also highlights -another issue; the encroachment
of humans into. the animal territory. Jayantha
Wickremasinghe, when he ‘was the Chairman of
the Coconut Cultivation Board had once said that
humans had acquired their (Monkeys’) space so

~they’te attacking us. Doesn’t it tell a similar story as -

with the human-elephant conflict?

' Anofher reason why fnonkéys and this type of

: speoles invade villages is that there is less food and '

water in the Jungles compared to before

The existenice of the Sri Lankan monkey
- species underscores that Buddhist Sri Lanka must .

set a good example, where the concept of “live and
let live’ is considered; because this is a concept

_promoted by every right-thinking and peace-loving -

person.

TheTogque:Macaques pérhaps ¢an benefit or -

regard themselves fucky ag being born in Buddhist

#Sri Lanka because this nation ‘doesn’t encourage -
- moves that:would wipe out an animal species that -
seemingly doesn’t offer any worthwhile good to

i SOCIth i return for its existence.

DailyHlirro

“Agricultural science is largely a race between the emergence of new
pests and the emergence of new techniques for their control.”
~ALDO LEOPOLD

India to be world’s most populous country by mid-year: UN

EASTER SUNDAY ATTACKS: THE

s Sri Lanka marks the fourth

anniversary of the Easter

Sunday terror attacks today,

the Catholic Church will

stage this morning a human
wall protest from Colombo to Negombo
to express the people’s collective
dissatisfaction over the lack of progress
in investigations and prosecution.

The Church invited all Sri Lankans to
join the protest, described as a campaign
to seek truth and justice for the victims.
Four years have passed since the barbaric
attack on April 21, 2019, by a group
of terrorists who turned Islam upside
down to justify their murderous mission.
Hundreds of suspects have been arrested
and interrogated. Commissions have been
appointed and reports produced. Yet,
apart from a Supreme Court ruling on
a series of fundamental rights petitions,
justice remains largely elusive and the
truth suppressed.

In January this year, the Supreme
Court ruled that the then President
Maithripala Sirisena, the then Defence
Secretary Hemasiri Fernando, the then
Police Chief Pujith Jayasundera, the
then State Intelligence Chief Nilantha
Jayawardena, and the then National
Intelligence Director Sisira Mendis failed
to prevent the Easter Sunday bombings
despite warnings from India’s intelligence
agency weeks before the attacks.

More than 270 people died in the
orchestrated attacks targeting churches
and tourist hotels. The seven-judge
Supreme Court bench held the former
president and the four top officials
in charge of the country’s security
accountable because their negligence
led to one of the worst terror attacks in
the country’s history. Sirisena was ordered
to pay Rs. 100 million as compensation,
while the other four respondents were
ordered to pay a total of Rs, 210 million
for culpable negligence.

A private plaint against the former
President and the other officials was also
filed in a magistrate court, but the case
is now enmeshed in an appeal process,
raising questions about the manner in
which the wheels of justice turn in Sri
Lanka.

A pertinent question arises from the
recent arraignment of former United
States President Donald Trump before
a criminal court on charges of falsifying
accounts with regard to a hush payment
he made to a porn star mistress. That he
was a former president did not prevent
investigators from producing him in

. court. We ask: Why is it not happening

in Sri Lanka?

The two cases in the two countries
may be poles apart, but principles of
justice, whether in Sti Lanka or the United
States, are universal and engrained in the
character of every person who knows to
differentiate right from wrong and then
stands up for what is right.

But in the people’s court, the ruling
appears to be that the Easter Sunday

JDEN-HAND MYSTERY CONTINUES

People seek answers to questions on the Easter Sunday attacks

incident was politically motivated.
Conspiracy theories abound, and they
gain credibility with each passing day
while investigators are stuck in a pool
of super glue.

Among those who said the Easter
Attack was one big conspiracy was the
then Attorney General Dappula de Livera.
He refused to give a statement to the
CID this week.

Visiting the bombed St. Anthony’s
Church in Colombo’s Kochchikade area
soon after the attack, Cardinal Malcolm
Ranyjith said he suspected a hidden hand
behind the attacks and called on the
Catholics to remain calm and not to harm
a single Muslim.

Not all guesses about the attack’s
masterminds can be dismissed as
conspiracy theories. The smoking gun
becomes visible when answers are not
forthcoming as to who, what, and why
of the attacks.

Analysts often zero in on the hidden
hand behind a crime, a terror attack, or
even a war by asking the crucial question
of who stands to gain from the outcome.

The terror group al-Qaeda was accused
of carrying out the 9/11 attacks, and
several of the top al-Qaeda operatives
were arrested and detained. But who
benefited from the attack?

The attack offered a launching pad
for the United States to roll out a global
project aimed at re-establishing its
position as the world’s dominant power.
It enabled the US to invade Afghanistan
and Iraqg, set up new military bases in
the newly created Central Asia, and get
involved in wars in Libya, Syria, and
other countries, including the Philippines,
where Muslim separatists in the Mindanao
region were fighting the government
forces.

Recently, a US court declaration filed
by Don Canestraro, a lead investigator
for the Office of Military Commissions,
revealed that two of the 9/11 hijackers
were part of a joint CIA-Saudi intelligence
op. The court papers also claim that the
two were being monitored by the CIA’s
Alec Station, a unit formed to track down
al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden.

The declaration also claims that the two
soon-to-be hijackers -- Nawaf al-Hazmi
and Khalid al-Mihdhar -- had a meeting
in Kuala Lumpur with some al-Qaeda
members and took some important
decisions on the 9/11 attacks. Malaysian
intelligence officers secretly videotaped

the meeting following a tip-off from the
CIA. The two terrorists had multiple-entry
visas to the US.

When an FBI representative in the
Alec Station wanted to alert the FBI
and make arrangements to arrest the
two terrorists, the CIA representatives in
the unit prevented him from doing so. An
FBI agent was quoted as saying in the
court papers that the CIA helped a Saudi
intelligence agent identified as Bayoumi
open a bank account for the two hijackers.
They also got them an apartment on lease.

As the 9/11 mystery continues, what
is found in the court document is just a
trickle. Much more information is kept
out of people’s reach, with reports of the
9/11 commissions being released only after
redaction. The US authorities exercise
information control on the pretext of
national interest.

The nexus between secret units within
intelligence services and terrorists gives
rise to the Orwellian question: s terrorism
real or fake? Even the dreaded ISIS could
be a product of an intelligence lab operated
by an intelligence agency. The plans are
so sophisticated that the terrorist being
handled does not know he is being handled.
With holy idiots in abundance, forming
an Islamic terror group is no major task.

Was Sri Lanka’s Easter Sunday terrorist
group a similar lab product of a domestic
or foreign intelligence agency? Infiltrating
terrorist groups is a basic tactic any
intelligence agency worth its salt resorts
to.

Just as some of the 9/11 hijackers
were known to the CIA, Easter Sunday
terror leader Zahran Hashim, who blew
himself up at the newly opened Shangri
La Hotel in Colombo, had been known
to Sri Lanka’s intelligence operators
for years. He was in the pay of military
intelligence during the separatist war.
How did the terrorists gain access to
such large amounts of explosives and
bomb-making technology? Why did
the investigators not make use of early
leads, including a dry run in the form
of a motorcycle bomb blast a few days
before Easter Sunday, to prevent the
attacks? These are some of the serious
questions the survivors of the attack, the
relatives of the victims, and the people
of Sri Lanka ask.

With no credible answers to these
questions to be found, unravelling the
hidden hands behind the Easter Sunday
attacks will be an exercise in futility.

Government's main aim behind
introducing new Anti-Terrorism Act
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the state and people are still going on.

| he most vivid are the images

‘the churches and hotels,

Lanka and overseas, and their families.

struggles, tears, grief and pain indicate
their lives are far from being rebuilt.

shops, and houses torched at that time.

evicted, re-displaced and became

“homeless in the days afier the Easter
Sunday attacks, after having come to
seek temporary refuge in Sri Lanka due

to persecutions they faced in Pakistan,
Alghanistanete. . '
| also remember the many
Muslims who were detained
unjustly for months and years
after the Easter Sunday attacks,
including women with children,
especially from Kathankudy.

One of the more famous cases

was of |aw¥er Hejaaz Hizbullah,
‘who had publicly condemned the

Easter attacks. 1 also remember
his family who I got to know after

his detention, and families of others
detained on suspicion of being involved
or inmocence of detainees. '

Lankan criminal justice system,
including investigators, prosecutors

years. Farmer Secretary to the

Ministry of Defence and former

Inspector General of Police (IGP)
were acquitted from cases filed

against them, without evidence

even being called from the

defence. Other criminal cases filed
by the Attorney General on behalf of

of dead and injured, and

damage to the churches and

hotels. These were quickly

. . rebuilt. Except for memorials

mn churches, the rebuilding may help
erase memories of the tragedy from

I remember the families of those
‘killed that I had met in Negombo, in
Batticaloa, in Nuwara Eliya (families
of those killed in Kochchikade Church
in Colombo) and also a father of a
hotel staffer killed. I also remember
those injured, including those who
are still seeking medical care in Sri

Their physical, emotional and financial

I also remember an image of at
least one Muslim man who was killed
in violence against Muslims after the
Easter Sunday attacks and the Muslim

1 remember the asylum seckers and
refugees around Negombo who were

in the Easter attacks, all of whom had
suffered greatly, irrespective of the guilt

I also remember that the Sri
and judiciary, have not been able to

hold those responsible for the Easter
Sunday attacks accountable for four

Fundamental rights cases filed by some

concerned citizens led to the Supreme
Court holding the former President
and senior officials responsible for not

~_preventing Easter Sunday attacks, and

ordering them to pay compensation.
The amounts were small compared
to previous amounts awarded by the

remember many things.

Supreme Court to torture victims and .

there was no directive to hold them
responsible for criminal negligence.
The court had ruled to remove the then
Prime Minister (and present President)
Ranil Wickramasinghe from the case
before the judgement, citing presidential
| remember that the private plaint
filed in September 2022 against former
President Maithripala Sirisena in the
Fort Magistrate’s Court, alleging that he
had failed to discharge his duties as the
Minister of Defence, is still pending. 1
also remember that there is stillno
response to the April 2022 police

- complaint and May 2022 letter to

the police chief demanding the

- arrest of Nilantha Jayawardana,

the former director of the State
Intelligence Services (SIS). As far
as 1 know, no disciplinary action has
been taken against him despite the
Supreme Court orders to this effect in
January 2023. 1 also remember that no
action has been taken against Senior
Deputy Inspector General of Police
(SDIG) Deshabandu Tennakoon, despite
a Presidential Commission of Inquiry
recommending disciplinary action for
not doing his duties to prevent Easter
Sunday attacks and a Special Police

Investigative Division recommending

to press charges against him for
negligence. | also remember that it
took nearly two years for the former
Attorney General to be summoned for
questioning in relation to his statement.
to the media in May 2021 that there
was a “Grand Conspiracy” with
regard to the Easter Sunday attacks,
and media reports today indicating his
refusal to appear for questioning. And
that overall, there is little interest in
looking at “masterminds” or those most
responsible for Easter Sunday attacks
beyond those who did the attacks.

I remember the long time spent
in conversations with foreign
journalists, researchers, international
organizations, diplomats, UN officials
etc. about the Easter Sunday attacks,
but that international attention has
been minimal after the immediate
aftermath of the attacks. After being
visibly absent for two years, the UN

High Commissioner for Human Rights

had gradually increased references
to Easter Sunday attacks in reports
on Sri Lanka to the Human Rights.

- with foreign journalists,

- organizations,

of the attacks

- 2023), police had banned

flags and loudspeakers,

I remember the long time
spent in conversations

ar remembrances of Easter Sunda

Archbishop of Colombo. Shehan
Malaka, an outspoken youth activist
who publicly made an allegatio n of

. political conspiracy related to the Easter

Sunday attacks was arrested, and though
he was released on bail, a case was filed

researchers,
international :

diplomats, UN officials

against him in the Colombo High Court.

1 remember the many churches 've
“been to in the war-ravaged Jaffha and

Mannar Catholic Dioceses (Northern

etc. about the Easter

Province) that had been attacked by

Sunday attacks, but that

the Sri Lankan armed forces, such as
Navaly Church, Gurunagar Church,

international attention
has been minimal after
the immediate aftermath

the Allaipiddy Church, the Pesalei

 Church aid Madin Chuch, risiltng

in the killing and injuries to many

- Tamil civilians. There has been no

criminal accountability and adequate

 Council since September 2021. The

last report in October 2022 included
calls for independent and transparent
investigation with international
assistance. I also remember the case
filed in the United States of America
(USA) against three suspects in
relation to the Easter Sunday

_ attacks, on charges linked to

supporting ISIS. As far as | know,
no other country has initiated

- criminal prosecutions, though

the Easter attacks is the largest
massacre of foreign nationals in
Sri Lanka, during or after the war.

Iremember that on Easter
Sunday this year (April 9,

the use of banners, black

during a vehicle parade
from St. Nicholas Church in

Bopitiya to St. Sebastian's

Churchin Katuwa})itiya (the
church most affected by
Easter Sunday bombings
demanding truth and
justice. A media report had
accused three prominent Catholic
Priests advocating for truth and
justice for Easter Sunday attacks
of conspiring against the Catholic

CMU joins in the call for Human Chain protest
against inaction over Easter Sunday attacks

Human Chain to be formed along the side of the Colombo-Negombo
Main Road on both sides by 8.30 a.m. starting from St Anthony’s
Church Kochchikade and St Sebastian’s Church, Katuwapitiya,
Negombo; observance of silence at 8.45 a.m.

The Ceylon Mercantile, Industrial
and General Workers” Union (CMU)
said that it supported the call made
by the Catholic Church upon citizens
to create a strong human chain today
(Friday, April 21), demanding truth
and justice for the victims who died in
the 2019 Easter Sunday bomb attacks.

In a media communiqué, the
CMU said that the CMU had always
stood for justice, especially for the
oppressed and the exploited.

“We have consistently called for
the prosecution of perpetrators of
crimes against the people. In keeping
with this proud tradition, we call
upon our members to support the
democratic protest action, wherever
they can, on April 21 and to observe
two minutes of silence at 8.45 a.m.
at their workplaces to express their
solidarity with the call made for
justice for the Easter Sunday victims,”
the CMU said.

“Despite the recommendations
of the Presidential Commission of
Inquiry (PCol) to institute criminal
proceedings against former President
Maithripala Sirisena and others, no
action has been taken by the Attorney
General to do so. Neither has the
Police Department adhered to the
recommendations of the PCol to
initiate Departmental Investigations

compensation for these and many other
serious crimes during the three decades-
long war, including the extrajudicial
executions and enforced disappearances
of Catholic Priests, journalists and

others. Including Fr. Karunaratnam
(Fr. Kili), who was killed on April 20,

2008. I also remember that Mosques and

Buddhist Temples have been attacked

by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) leading to many deaths.
I remember that in the 11

Sundays recedin%EasterSund_ay_

in 2019, there has been some sort

of disruption against a Christian
worship service and that at least
13 churches and one individual

have been affected in nine districts,
with about 35 incidents and about

70 violations against Christians

being reported in 2019 prior to
Easter Sunday attacks. Violations
reported include disrupting a
service, assault, death threats,

_ shouting obscenities and damage
to property, forcible entry while

services were ongoing, throwing

stones and gathering outside

places of worshipin a threatening
manner. Those leading prayers, hosting
prayer services and participants have
been threatened and obscene language
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I also remember

_including investigators,
prosecutors and

been able to hold those

that the Sri Lankan

criminal justice system,

judiciary, have not

responsible for the

Easter Sunday attacks
accountable for four
years ; '

used against them. Such incidents have
- also continued in the four years since the

Easter Sunday attacks. -
-And finally, I remember the Prevention
of Terrorism Act (PTA), under which I
and many other critics of the state have
been arrested and detained, and many
Tamils were subjected to prolonged
detention, torture etc. The PTA had

 failed to prevent the Easter Sunday

attacks, despite the availability

- of information, but it was quickly

deployed to subjugate Muslims.
The Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA)
proposed as a replacement to
the PTA is unlikely to prevent or
address terror attacks such as

_ Easter Sunday attacks, but likely

to terrorize ordinary people,
especially ethnic and religious

- minorities and dissenters.

- There is indeed a lot to remember
about the Easter Sunday attacks. As I
remembet these, I'm conscious I may
be forgetting some. My prayers are
forall these. -

Police Officers.
“What is especially disturbing
about the Easter Sunday attacks is
that it is now widely suspected that
these horrific attacks could have
been callously engineered to gain
political advantage electorally.
“In Sri Lanka, successive
Governments have over the
years sought to brazenly protect
perpetrators of acts of violence
by politicians, State agencies and
individuals against the people, even
when there has been overwhelming
evidence of such crimes. For too
long they have got away with this.
“It is utterly hypocritical of this

to pursue the truth behind these
brutal terrorist attacks to now be
in a great hurry to bring an Anti-
terrorism Bill. The efforts of the
Church to confront this abuse of
state power must be lauded and
supported,” the CMU said in its
statement.

Four years have elapsed since
the terror attacks carried out by
suicide bombers against families
gathered in Churches and hotels
on Easter Sunday of 2019 across
Sri Lanka that saw the deaths of
272 people. The dead included 45
children, while scores were seriously
injured, and 179 children lost one or
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DU PLESSIS, SIRAJ HELP BANGALORE DOWN PUNJAB IN IPL

n attacking 84 by Faf a solid foundation that had raised

l t SLR du Plessis and four Indian Premier League 2023 . hopes of a 200-plus total.
norma Cy a wickets by Mohammed TERMS M w L T PT NRR Punjab lost wickets regularlyin
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opening match of the day at
Mohali.

Siraj then returned impressive
figures of 4-21 and forced a run out to
dismiss Punjab for 150 in 18.2 overs for
Bangalore’s third victory in six matches.

Kohli stood in as captain for du Plessis,
wha made the team as a batsman due
to a rib injury he picked in the previous
match and was later substituted under
the new impact player rule.

Sam Curran, leading the Kings
for the second straight game in
the absence of injured skipper Shikhar
Dhawan, was run out for 10.

Siraj came back to rattle the stumps
twice and become the leading bowler in
the tournament with 12 wickets.

Royal Challengers Bangalore; 174 for
four in 20 overs (V.Kholi 59,F.Du Plessis
84,H.Brar 2-31,A.Singh 1-34)

Punjab Kings: 150 in 18.2 overs (S.

appointed a nine-member
committee to restore the status
of SLR which was serving an
administrative ban.

Minister Ranasinghe explained
the administrative crisis facing
Sri Lanka rugby at length during
a meeting in Dubai on April 19
with the Asia Rugby President and
promised to take steps to restore the
administration of SLR.

batting chart with 343 runs, including
four half-centuries.

Kohli has a total of 279 runs but
Thursday’s knock lacked his usual
aggression.

Harpreet Brar broke the marathon
stand to have Kohli caught behind
and then snared Glenn Maxwell, who
attempted to hit out on his first ball but

Sports Minister Roshan Ranasinghe
£ was caught for a duck.

and Asia Rugby President Qais
Al-Dhalai during their meeting in

The Sports Minister appreciated
the manner in which the Asia
Rugby President has worked
so far to resolve the Sri Lanka
Rugby administrative problem.

He has been assured that special
attention will be paid to the

Dubai

development of rugby in Sri Lanka
and resolution of the temporary
setback to participate in upcoming
international competitions because
of administrative issues.

Yeti Open Squash

Tourney

>

egins

........

today

1 SUSIL PREMALAL

The Yeti Open Squash
Championship 2023, conducted
by Sri Lanka Squash (SLS) will
commence today at the Air Force
Squash Complex in Ratmalana.

The tournament sponsored for the
second consecutive year by Yeti will
continue until April 30.

The events that will be worked off
are the Men’s Open Singles, Women's
Open Singles, Boys'and Girls' Under-

9,Under-13,Under-15,Under-17,
Under-19,Novices Boys'and Girls
Under-9,Under-11 and Under-15.

Seen in the photograph, SLS
Secretary,Eranga Alwis (2nd from
right) receiving the spoansorship
package from Director Yeti Dr.
Dilshan Balasuriya in the presence
of Dhammika Wijesundara (SLS
Exco Member),Malik Perera (CEQ,
Yeti) and Eranda Geeganage (Vice-
President,SLS)

]

Bangalore's Faf du Plessis

Reshan bounces back
with sparkling form

{7 SHAMSEER JALEEL

Reshan Algama,the 15-year-
old school boy from Colombo
International School (CIS), was in
sparkling form on the second day
of the trials for Asian Games 2023
conducted by Sri Lanka Golf at the
Victoria Golf Resort in Rajawella.

At the end of day two Priya
Hemantha (148) continued his lead
with a major threat from Algama

with five sixes.He tops the to

The South African had lived up to the
. designation with a 56-ball knock laced

urnament’s

Du Plessis departed in the next over
and the Punjab bowlers came back well
to keep down Bangalore’s score despite

showed scant respect to the
Fairfirst bowlers,as they chased
down 245 runs under 30 overs.
Daniel and Lasith Croospulle
(58 in 31 balls inclusive of 2
sixes and 8 fours) set the pace
with a belligerent 116 runs
opening stand in 61 balls;

Singh 46,). Sharma 41,M. Siraj 4-21,W.
Hasaranga 2-39,H.Pater 1-22)
AFP

Shevon Daniel blitz gives
CDB a resounding win
over Fairfirst Insurance

New recruit Shevon Daniel,
playing his maiden MCA match,
top scored with a cameo 85
runs in 50 balls, inclusive of
three sixes and 12 fours, as

he propelled CDB Finance to
aresounding seven-wicket
win over Fairfirst Insurance

bowling hero was Muditha
Lakshan, who finished with
impressive figures of 10-38-05.
After 12 matches, HNB
remained the only unbeaten
team registering their
three successive win,with a
comfortable seven wickets win

(149) and Uchchitha Ranansinghe in the ongoing 30th Singer Oshada Fernando (44 not out) over BBK Partnership.
(150) were the top three golfers - MCA Super Premier League  and Lakshita Manasinghe (44 The tournament will be
and another two days of golf 2023 continued on Wednesday ~ not out) put the frills,as CDB continued on Saturday (22) with
awaits. (19). went home for tea scoring a card of four matches,
Algama shot a two under (DB top order batsman 248 for 3in 29.3 overs; CDB's (BM)

par round to lead amongst the
amateurs by one shot from
seasoned and senior Sri Lankan
Amateur Golfer Ranasinghe and by
five shots from Veteran Amateur,
(Chanaka Perera.

Algama, with a total of 149,shot
five birdies to overcome a four shot
difference from Ranansinghe on
day two with a total of 150.

Hemantha, one of the two
professionals taking part, is
leading overall amongst
professionals and amateurs by
one shot (total score of 148) from
Algama with Vijith Bandara placed
fifth with a total score of 151.

Reshan Algama

Two more interesting days
of golf is expected amangst the
participating Sri Lankan Golf
professionals and amateurs.

The event organised by Sri
Lanka Golf gives opportunities
for players to seal their berths for
the Asian Games which will take
place in China during the month of
September 2023.

Top five as at day two:

Priya Hemantha (148},

Reshan Algama (149), Uchchitha
Ranasinghe (150),Vijitha Bandara
{151) and Chanaka Perera (154)

At MCA - HNB beat BBK
Partnership by seven wickets
BBKP -157(36.2) '
(lehan Daniel 60, Madushka
Liyanapathiranage 4/11)
~ HNB - 163/3 (28) (Ruwin

Perera 55 not out)
At Katunayake -
Fairfirst Insurance by seven

wickets

Fairfirst Insurance - 744
{49.1) (K.Sanjula 55,Anuk
Fernando 54, Muditha

_ CHIEF SCORES

Lakshan 5/38, Lahiru
Madusanka 3/31)
(DB - 248/3 (29.3)(

Croospulle 58, Oshada

CDB beat
Group by 58 runs

Shevon Daniel 85, Lasith

- Fernando 44 not out, Lakshita
Manasinghe 44 not out)
- AtDombagoda - Hayleys
Group beat John Keells

Hayleys - 232 (48.2) (Ron
Chandragupta 61,Avishka
Fernando 52, Vimukthi Silva

3/52, Dunith Wellalage 3/32)
JK -174 (41.1) (Kaveen
Bandara 42, Avishka Fernando
3/27,A.Bandara 3/49)
At Panagoda - CL Synergy
beat Mode Engineering by
- six wickets
Mode Eng. - 155 (40.5)
{Dilum Sandeera 3/19)
- CLS-158/4(31.1)
{Avishka Tharindu 65 not out,
Chamindu Wickramasinghe

SRI LANKA ‘A’ TEAM - TEAM SPONSORSHIP 5

FOR SOUTH AFRICA MEN’S A - TEAM TOUR OF SRI LANKA 2023

SRI LANKA CRICKET (SLC), BEING THE GOVERNING BODY OF CRICKET IN SRI LANKA WISHES TO CALL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) ALONG WITH FINANCIAL OFFERS FROM LOCAL AND
GLOBAL FIRMS INTERESTED IN SPONSORING THE SRI LANKA MEN’S ‘A’ TEAM DURING THE SOUTH AFRICA MEN'’S ‘A’ - TEAM TOUR OF SRI LANKA 2023 WHICH IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE
BETWEEN 04™ JUNE - 22N° JUNE 2023.

THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ATTRACT GLOBAL ATTENTION TO YOUR VALUED BRAND. SRI LANKA NATIONAL MEN'’S ‘A’ TEAM, A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE TEAM WITH WORLD CLASS PLAYERS
ONBOARD. THE MATCHES ARE INTENTED TO BE BROADCASTED LOCALLY AND ALSO TO BE AVAILABLE ON DIGITAL MEDIA GLOBALLY. THIS WILL PROVIDE WIDE SCALE EXPOSURE FOR
BRANDS, WHICH ASSOCIATES WITH THIS EVENT.

THE SELECTED PARTNER WILL GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISPLAY ITS ‘BRAND LOGO’ ON THE TEAMS PLAYING ATTIRE AS SPECIFIED BELOW.

SPONSORSHIP CATEGORY LOGO POSITION/S LOGO SIZE/S
FOR ALL THREE (03) )
LOGO POSITIONS, PLAYING SHIRT - LEADING ARM 10 SQ INCHES (64.5 CM?)
TEAM SPONSOR ONLY 1{ONE) PLAYING SHIRT - MIDDLE CHEST 32 SQ INCHES (206.45 CM?)
LOGO CAN BE
ACCOMMODATED. TEAM TRAINING BIB 32 SQ INCHES (206.45 CM2 )
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: THE EOI NEEDS TO BE ACCOMPANIED WITH THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS
= COMPANIES RELATED TO TOBACCO, ALCOHOL (SURROGATED AND NON-SURROGATED), 1. CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
BETTING, ONLINE BETTING, GAMBLING SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 2. COMPANY PROFILE AND INDIVIDUAL DIRECTORS / OWNER'S PROFILE
EQI PROCESS. 3. CERTIFICATE OF MEMORANDUM AND ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION ALONG

WITH CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OR SIMILAR CONSTITUTIONAL
DOCUMENTS

INTERESTED PARTIES, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) ALONG WITH
FINANCIAL OFFER (AS A PASSWORD PROTECTED .PDF FILE) AND SPONSOR LOGO ON OR

BEFORE 3PM 1°T MAY 2023 TO SPONSORSHIP@SRILANKACRICKET.LK AND THE HARD COPIES 4. UPDATED VAT REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, TRADE LICENSE AND TAX
OF THE SAME BEING HANDED OVER/COURIERED TO SRI LANKA CRICKET HEADQUARTERS IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN) CERTIFICATE OF SIMILAR DOCUMENTS
NO.35, MAITLAND PLACE, COLOMBO 7, SRI LANKA IN A SEALED ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO 5. REFERENCE FROM A REPUTED INTERNATIONAL BANK CERTIFYING THE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, SRI LANKA CRICKET. FINANCIAL STABILITY (BANK SOLVENCY CERTIFICATE)

6. LATEST AUDITOR’S REPORT ON FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (IN CASE OF
CONSORTIUM, EACH PARTY'S AUDITOR’S REPORT NEEDS TO BE SUBMITTED
INDIVIDUALLY).

IN CASE OF CONSORTIUM, NOTARIZED CONSORTIUM AGREEMENT.

FINANCIAL PROPOSAL STRUCTURE AND PAYMENT TERMS:

A. FINANCIAL PROPOSAL SHOULD STATE THE FIGURE OF THE NET RIGHTS FEE OFFERED IN SRI
LANKAN RUPEES AND/OR US DOLLARS (IN WORDS AND NUMBERS) EXCLUDING OF 7.
VAT/TAX/ANY OTHER DEDUCTIONS DEPENDING ON LOCAL OR FOREIGN EOI PARTICIPANT.

B. THE FOLLOWING PAYMENT STRUCTURE SHALL APPLY IN RESPECT OF THE RIGHTS TO BE
GRANTED, AND RIGHT FEE THERE TO SHALL BE PAYABLE BY THE SUCCESSFUL EOI
PARTICIPANT TO SLC IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER.

A. THE TOTAL RIGHTS FEE (I.E THE OFFERED VALUE) SHOULD BE PAID IN FULL ON OR
BEFORE 15™ MAY 2023

B. THE MODE OF PAYMENT: BANK TRANSFER TO THE SLC DESIGNATED ACCOUNT/BANK
DRAFT ISSUED IN FAVOR OF SLC.

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION IN RELATION TO THIS EOI, PLEASE
CONTACT MANAGER BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT - SLC VIA +94 779 429 035.

THE SLC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AT ITS
SOLE DISCRETION WITHOUT ASSIGNING ANY REASON. THE SLC ALSO RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE ENTIRE THIS PROCESS AND / OR MODIFY, ADD OR ALTER
THE TERMS OF THE DOCUMENT AND/ OR THE CONDITIONS FOR EOI PROCESS BY
ISSUING AN ADDENDUM(S) AT ANY TIME.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, SRI LANKA CRICKET, NO 35, MAITLAND PLACE, COLOMBO 07, SRI LANKA.



APRIL 21, 2023

BREUTERS: The world could
breach a new average temperature
record in 2023 or 2024, fuelled by
climate change and the anticipated
return of the El Nino weather
phenomenon, climate scientists say.

Climate models suggest that
after three years of the La Nina
weather pattern in the Pacific
Ocean, which generally lowers
global temperatures slightly, the
world will experience a return to El

Nino, the warmer counterpart, later
this year.

During El Nino, winds blowing
west along the equator slow
down, and warm water is pushed
east, creating warmer surface
ocean temperatures.

“El Nino is normally associated
with record breaking temperatures
at the global level. Whether this
will happen in 2023 or 2024 is yet
known, but it is, I think, more likely

orld could face record temperatures in 2023 as El

than not,” said Carlo Buontempo,
director of the EU’s Copernicus
Climate Change Service.

Climate models suggest a return to
El Nino conditions in the late boreal
summer, and the possibility of a strong
El Nino developing towards the end of
the year, Buontempo said.

The world’s hottest year on
record so far was 2016, coinciding
with a strong El Nino - although
climate change has fuelled extreme

temperatures even in years without
the phenomenon.

The last eight years were the world’s
eight hottest on record - reflecting the
longer-term warming trend driven by
greenhouse gas emissions.

Friederike Otto, senior lecturer at
Imperial College London’s Grantham
Institute, said El Nino-fuelled
temperatures could worsen the climate
change impacts countries are already
experiencing - including severe

i Find us on facebook/daitymirror [3 Follow us on @MirrorBusiness L8 +94115383355 / businesseditor@dailymirrorwnlk | ATE CITY

Nino returns

heatwaves, drought and wildfires.

“If El Nifio does develop, there
is a good chance 2023 will be even
hotter than 2016 — considering
the world has continued to warm
as humans continue to burn fossil
fuels,” Otto said.

EU Copernicus scientists published
a report yesterday assessing
the climate extremes the world
experienced last year, its fifth-warmest
year on record.

and exports continues

# Turkiye, Irag, and Russi
largestimporters of Ce

Yo¥Y

registered decline

on-year (YoY) to 17.97
-+ continuing the declining

Among the categories,
significant increase, and to a le

when compared to March 2022.

to 54.08 MnKgs.

decrease in export quantities,

Rs.1,045.14 in March 2022.

inflation, rates

AFP - Asian markets fluctuated
esterday following a tepid
erformance in New York and
urope as traders fret over the
inflation outlook and central bank
lans to hike interest rates to tame
pant prices.

Wall Street closed relatively flat
ollowing mixed corporate results,
d as a Federal Reserve report said
that the US economy was “little
changed” in recent weeks.

A mixed bag on corporate
earnings also provided little
motivation for traders, while results
from US regional banks is coming
mto focus after last month’s turmoil
in the sector that saw three go under
and Credit Suisse taken over.
Markets have in recent days been
optimistic that central banks, and
particularly the Fed, will be able to
wind down their rate hiking drive
soon after data showed inflation
coming down, even if at a slower
pace than wanted.

However, investors were jolted
by news that UK prices were still
elevated, rising more than 10
percent on-year last month owing

Peolale s Bank recently
announced that it had
facilitated over 8 million
transactions worth over
Rs.7.6 trillion during this
year’s Sinhala and Tamil
New Year festivity period
from April | to 15, through its
island-wide network of self-
service automated machines.

People’s Bank is
committed to offering

“an unparalleled level of
convenience and flexibility

March, 1

s Declining trend both in tea production

#For Jan-Feb period SL earned US$
204.1mn from tea exports, up by 8.3%

miH says increased export earnings
due to price increasss as volumes

"4 ri Lanka’s tea exports dipped 22 percent year-

tea production and exports in recent times, the data
released by Forbes & Walker Tea Brokers showed.

bulk tea showed
a substantial decrease, while packeted tea showed a

Cumulative exports for the January-March
2023 period too contracted by 15 percent YoY

Here again, tea in bulk showed a substantial

tea showed a significant increase and tea bags to a

lesser extent when compared to March 2022.
Meanwhile, FOB value in March 2023 recorded an

increase of Rs.973.73 to Rs.2, 018.87 compared to

aemerge as
vion Tea

MnKgs in March
trend seen in both

sser extent tea bags

whereas packeted

FOB value of US$ 6.10 per kilo in March 2023
was the highest ever FOB value for a calendar month
in US dollar terms surpassing the previous best of
USS 5.74 recorded in October 2022. This was a gain

of USS$ 1.97 compared to March 2022.

.|
sian markets swing as

worry investors

to soaring food costs, fanning bets
the Bank of England will have to
keep tightening monetary policy.

It also showed that inflation
remains stubbornly high and that
officials still have their work cut out
to bring it down.

“Broader markets are likely still
in hawkish shock after the hotter-
than-hot UK CPI (consumer prices
index) brought back into focus
that global inflation is proving
more difficult to stamp out amid
underlying solid demand,” analyst
Stephen Innes, of SPI Asset
Management, said. The BoE has
hiked rates 11 times since late 2021
in an unsuccessful bid to keep
inflation close to a two percent
target.In the United States, the Fed
said in its quarterly Beige Book
update on the world’s top economy
that it had stalled in recent weeks
and that liquidity was tightening in
the wake of the banking upheaval.

“Several districts noted that
banks tightened lending standards
amid increased uncertainty and
concerns about liquidity,” the report

said, [ MOREGN P8

People’s Bank self-hanking units
facilitate over Rs.7.5tn worth

the second position.

Tea exports down 22% in
5% in first quarter

In terms of markets, Tiirkiye has emerged as the
biggest importer of Ceylon Tea with an increase of
102 percent YoY in January-March 2023, Iraq, which
had decreased its imports by 54 percent YoY, secured

| MOREON P8 |

Hambantota Port hreaks new ground
in RO-RO transshipment

#3ees slow growth
of RO0-RO cargo
coming in from the
West and going to
the East

The Hambantota
International Port (HIP)
last week handled over
900 units of the latest
BMWs transshipped
from the Port of Koper
- Slovenia to the Port
of Pyeongtaek 1in
South Korea.

While usual traffic for
transshipment at HIP is in
the East to West direction,
this operation proves that
there is a slow growth of
RO-RO cargo coming in
from the West and going
to the East.

“The fact that these
high-end vehicles are
now coming our way is a
clear indication that HIP’s
efficiency, reliability,

BMWs waiting in the RO-RO yard for transshipment

quality of service and
capacity for transshipment
has now reached ‘best in
the world” standards,” said
Tissa Wickramasinghe,
Chief Operating Officer,
Hambantota International

to customers via its self-
banking units network across
the country which is further

complemented by its range

of seamless digital banking
services.

The bank’s dlgntal banking
apps People’s Wave, People’s
Wyn and People’s Pay have

transformed the digital

banking landscape in Sri
Lanka. People’s Wave, the
country’s most downloaded
banking app with over

transactions during Avurudu season

1.6 million active users
provides digital access to 50
different types of financial
transactions.

At present, People’s
Bank has 743 branches and
service centres located island
wide and over 14.7 million
customers. People’s Bank
has 290 SBUs comprised of
ATMs, CDMs and CRM,
allowing customers to bank

_at their convenience 24/7,

365 days a year.

#Supplier prices ease
by 75.5% in February
fromths 88%in
January

Producer prices finally bucked
the months-long inflationary spiral
as prices declined in February
from a month ago, signalling
disinflationary impulses on
consumer prices.

Producer prices declined 0.5
percent in February from January
after relentless advances across
the supply chains pushing prices
at one point to surpass 100 percent

Port Group (Pvt) Limited.

“While it is the most
convenient port of call
for transshipment for both
the pacific and the Indian
ocean, HIP’s services are

top notch. [ MOREONPS |

and briefly at those levels there for
a couple of months last year.

On an annual basis, the supplier
prices rose by 75.5 percent in the
twelve months to February 2023,
easing notably from the 89.0
percent through January.

The Producer Price Index
measures the price pressures
through the supply chain before
such prices are felt by the end
consumer, and hence such prices
provide a bellwether for future
consumer prices.

Consumer prices slowed to
50.3 percent in the twelve months
to March, down from a near 70

[ MOREON P8

SLT to save Rs.300-400mn
per year with relocation of
Mohitel offices to new H{

Mobitel operational offices are scheduled to move
into a new state-of the art operational headquarters
located in Welikada in May by bringing an
estimated savings of Rs.300-400 million per annum
on rent for Sri Lanka Telecom PLC (SLT).

“The construction of our nine-storied SLT-
Mobitel headquarters building in Welikada
phase 1 was completed within one year, and
was made ready for occupancy. Mobitel
operational offices are scheduled to move into

'MOREONPS |

the new building,

Rohan Fe‘rnyado

Rs.5mn cash hundle goes
missing at Central Bank

The Central Bank said
yesterday a shortage of Rsi5
million worth cash bundle was
discovered in one of its vaults
during the currency operations
onApril 11,2023

“An internal probe into
the matter was ‘commenced
immediately, while a
complaint was also fodged
at the Fort Police Station.

Seylan Bank raises Rs.5hn via
dehenture issue

wSays not exercising
option to raise further
Rs.2bn

Seylan Bank said yesterday
the initial tranche of its Rs.7
billion Basel III-compliant
convertible debenture issue
was oversubscribed on the
opening day.

The bank

last week

Treasury hill yields rise for second wee

For the second week Treasury
bill yields rose across all three
tenors at Wednesday’s auction,
the data released by the Central
Bank showed.

Last week, the Treasury bill
yields rose bucking a months-
long declining trend, which many
considered as a blip.

However, this week too, Treasury
bill yields rose: 3- month yields by
85 basis points, 6-month yields by
87 basis points and 12-month yields

Monthly producer prices decline hreaking
months-long streak of increases

percent back in September last
year, according to the Colombo
Consumer Price Index.

The Central Bank remains
confident that the consumer prices
would relapse to single digits by
the end of the year.

In February, prices in the
agricultural sector supply chain
made an about turn to decline 0.5
percent from January while the
manufacturing sector inflation was
zero between the two months.

However, the utility category
which includes electricity, gas,
steam, air conditioning and water
supply increased by 1.5 percent

The police investigation is
in progress;” asbrief Central
Bank statement said.

The Central Bank said it
is taking necessary measures
to. thoroughly investigate the
incident and strengtheén the
internal controls, processes; etc:

It also said it will continue
assisting the Police to carry
out intvestigations.

revealed plans to issue 50
million fully-paid Basel III-
compliant, Tier 2, listed,
rated, unsecured subordinated
redeemable debentures, with
a non-viability conversion,
at a par value of Rs.100 each,
with an option to issue up
to a further 20 million of
such debentures in the event
of oversubscription of the

initial tranche. DWDREDN ﬂ

by 32 basis points.

The Public Dept Department
(PDD) of the Central Bank
offered Rs.90 billion via bills and
raised the full amount—Rs.54.7
billion in 3-month bills at 25.65
percent, Rs.9.9 billion in 6-month
bills at 24.97 percent and Rs.25.3
billion in 12-month bills at 22.96
percent. PDD offered Rs.40
billion in 3-month bills and Rs.25
billion each in 6-month and
12-month bills.

as the power tariffs rose for the
second time in six months.

Sri Lanka’s disinflation
path is further supported by
the appreciation seen in the
rupee against the dollar and
the improvement in the foreign
exchange conditions in the
domestic market which will
relax remaining import controls
and thereby increase the supply
conditions in the market.

The recent bout of inflation
was largely produced by supply
constraints and global inflation
and not from unrestrained
demand.
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SECURITY | WOLLIME OPEN GHELOW SECURITY | SECURITY | YOLUME
MAIN BOARD KOTAGALA oo 620 (o 10) EML CONSULTANTS oo 60,961
ASPEN.HOT.HOLD. w...ooo e 16........ 599 ... 60 ..o 60 60...59.90 ....... - | LOLCHOLDINGS.... 7376.00 (4.75) | DIRISAVIBOARD ... ... . . .
ABANS.......oo....... LANKA ALUMINIUM 1750 .0.10 | AGSTARPLC...... .103,660 ...
ACCESS ENG SL 9. 0. LANKA ASHOK ....... .656.00 ......- | ALUMEXPLC.. .353,201...
ACL .. 8..80.10 (0. 90) | LANKA HOSPITALS . 11400 ooom | AMANALIFE. .o 10.. 4..3510 ...
ACL PLASTICS 38400 ... LANKATOC......... .175.25 ..1.00 | AMANATAKAFUL ... 2,247 . ..11.00 (0.10
ACME.............. 5670 ... - | LANKAREALTY 7..12.90 ..0.30 | AMBEON HOLDINGS......oooocooooocic... 1341.. ..35.00 (0.10
AGALAWATTE ... ) . 6..3060 (0. 10) | LANKATILES. . 5..4470 (0.40) | AMFCOLTD.......... 29.133.. 7...8.10 ..0.20
AHOT PROPERTIES .. 238 ... 4384214250 ... LANKA WALLTIL 5..50.00 ..0.20 | ARPICOINSURANCE ..o 121 -.20.00 .1.70
AITKEN SPENCE... .132...1335....1315.132.25 ..0.50 | LANKEMDEV.... 5..25.60 (0.40) | ASIASIVAKA........ 73,130.. 400 1
ALLIANCE......... 66 685 ... 66..67.00 .0.80 | LAUGFS GAS. 2..27.70 (0.40) | BANSELRESORTS ..o 102. 11.00 (050
AMANA BANK . 25...260 ... LAXAPANA ... 1310 (0.20) | BERUWALA RESORTS. . 200,000 .. 150 ... i
ASIA ASSET ..... 82 820 7030 | LBFINANCE . ) 5500 ... BOGALA GRAPHITE...... 233 6460 160
ASIA CAPITAL .oooocr e 1180 o bl AL o AL A, 4.00 (0.10) | LEEHEDGES. .o 8590 ... - | BOGAWANTALAWA ..o 10 4130 ........ 1
ASTR oo 278 .. 28 27..27.20 {0.90) | LMF.ooooooioooeoeeee 7141.00 (050) | BPPLHOLDINGS..... . oo 16 2150 ... 1
ASIRISURG...c.ooo oo 6L 12,90 1301 131.....12.9..1290 ... - | LYLENERGY.. 700 © | BROWNS ..o 116.50 ...1.50
BAIRAHA FARMS . 1445 ....1495...144.25. 144,50 ...0.25 | MALWATTE oo 7750 . BROWNS INVSTMNTS. 590 1
BALANGODA........ 63 65....... 63..64.80 ..2.00 | MALWATTE [MAL.X0000] 5..49.90 . CTLAND oo 9..27.00 ..0.50
BLUE DIAMONDS _ 0.8...0.80 (0.10) | MELSTACORP ......... 5500 160 | C.W.MACKIE. 9490 .1.90
BLUE DIAMONDS [BLUE X0000] ... 576,757 ... .04.. 030,030 | MERCHANT BANK . 36...360 ... - | CALT ..81,805.......31. i _ 3150 (0.20
BUKIT DARAH.. oo 5 390390383 39000 MULLERS ..o 519 Tl 1212 12...120 .0.10 | CEYLONTEABRKRS oo 25.868 .......... 42 42 A3 41,410 (0.10
CMHOLDINGS...ococo . 10,192 69,6 695 70.......69.5..70.00 0. NAMUNUKULA oo .369.00 (4.50) | CITRUS HIKKADUWA ..o (0.10
C THOLDINGS ..ol o 1801 180 ... 180 ... .180.00 .. NAT. DEV. BANK... -.4450 (0.50) | CITRUS WASKADUWA. 80 ....... ]
CARGILLS ... 5.237.00 ...~ | NATION LANKA . 4040 ... > | COMCREDIT.......... ..25.00 (0.70
CARGO BOAT. 5..52.80 6. NATIONS TRUST.. 5..6150 (0. 10) | DILMAH CEYLON. .oooooo..2.. 1,012,00. 105,00 1,055.00.1,055.001012.00 ...
CARSONS... 27000 ... - | NATIONS TRUST [NTB-X- 00001. 2..6200 ... E - CHANNELLING 8..17.00 (0_20
(DB .200.00(19.50) | OVERSEAS REALTY ..1580 ..0.10 | ELPITIVA.......... 7930 ..0.80
CDB [CDB.X0000]..... L71.00 . PANASIA ... ..11.80 ..0.20 | EXTERMINATORS. 4...8.40 ..0.20
CENTRAL FINANCE .. 7000 PANASIAN POWER .. 2...320 (0.10) | FCTREASURIES.... -.22.90 ...0.40
CENTRALIND....... . 863...862..879.. . 8468500 (L 30) | PEOPLESINS ...... ..21.80 (0.60) | FIRST CAPITAL ... -.3230 ... 1
CEYLINCOINS. ....... ..2,150.00.2,003.75 2,003.75..2,003.002150.00 PEOPLES LEASING 7...7.70 (0.20} | FORTRESS RESORTS. 1..21.10 ..0.90
CEYLINCO INS. [CINS. x0000] -.1,030.00.1,015.00 1,015.00.1,015.001030.00 . PGP GLASS .......... ..19.80 ... - | GALADARI...... 8..1510 ... 1
CEYLON GUARDIAN......... 697697 ....699 . ..697..69.70 . PRINTCARE PLC _ .51.00 ..0.40 | HAPUGASTENNE.. 4960 ... 1
CEYLONINY. -ooooooo oo 160 32,6 326 ....33.8 326..32.80 ..0.20 | RILPROPERTY ... 112.495.. . . 56 56 5T . 55...560 ....... = | HNBFINANCE oo
CEYLON TOBACCO w.oceooeeoee e 73600 ........ = | REGNIS....oooooeoeeeee e 4420 140 | HNBFINANCE [HNBF-X-0000] ...............
CHEVRON.......... ..94.90 (0.70) | RENUKAAGRI..... 520 - | HVAFOODS oo
CIC ..71.00 (0.90) | RENUKACITY HOT... 135050 (29.50) | JANASHAKTHI INS. .
CIC [CIC.X0000] ... 25000 ..0.20 | RENUKAFOODS ........covvvr..... 2040 (0.10) | JETWING SYMPHONY..
CITRUS LEISURE.. A...640 020 | RENUKA FOODS [COCO.X0000].. 1620 ... Z | JOHNKEELLS.........
COLD STORES....... . 9..4070 .2.20 | RENUKA HOLDINGS ................ . 7..1330 ... - | KAHAWATTE..... ,
COLOMBO CITY oo 2..5250 (0.50) | RENUKA HOLDINGS [RHL.X0000] .. 3,047 6...11.60 (0.10) | KEELLS HOTELS oo
COLOMBO LAND -..e.oeoo oo 4..20.50 ..0.10 | RESUS ENERGY......oroocooroorrom. 1,225 9..12.90 (0.30) | KELSEY cooooro oo,
COMMERCIAL BANK ... 100914 ... ..60.10 (0.20) | RICHARD PIERIS.. 338380 -.20.00 ... | LANKEM CEYLON. .
COMMERCIAL BANK [COMB.X0000] . 45,401 .. .50.00 (0.50) | ROVAL CERAMIC . 1,345,949 ..2890 ..0.30 | LAUGFS POWER... ..8.80 ..0.20
CONVENIENCE FOOD ... 1 1,294.751208.00 ... SMBLEASING..ooocoom...oo 772,949 .. 070 - | LCBFINANCEPLC .... 230 ... 1
DANKOTUWA PORCEL ..................... 53,246 ... 215.... . 215 ....215.. ... 20.6..20.70 (0.80) | SMB LEASING [SEMB.X0000] ....... 686,454 .. 2...030 ... LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL 2710 ... 1
________ 43.6..43.90 (0.20) | SAMPATH ..o 236,175... 4990 (0. 20) LOLC GENERAL INS.. ..6.70 (0.10)
8....10.8....109.... 10.7....10.80 SANASA DEV. BANK. 60 2570 ... | LoTUSHYDRO..... 7.80 (0.10)
5..47175. 47175 ... 460. 46150 SEYLANBANK ..ooocccoc.. 2317 23250 .0.20 | LUMINEX...ooccom....... ..6.90 (0.10)
Lo 28.1....285 2770 (0.40) | SEYLAN BANK [SEYB.X0000].. 41,766 ..21.90 (0.50) | MACKWOODS ENERG ..2.10 (0.10)
_ 666.....666 4..66.60 ....... SEYLAN DEVTS.oooccooe... 37,988 1260 ... | MAHAWELI COCONUT. (0.60)
00L. Lo 327...345 3430 120 | SHAW WALLACE . 120,642 6....6.70 (0.10) | MAHAWELI REACH ..... 60 ... 1
123, 1342513425 113425 (075) | SIERRACABL..... 25,797 ... ..12.00 (0.20) | MARAWILA RESORTS .. 230 .
DURDANS [CHL.X0000] ...coor oo 400.........100........ 100 ....... .100.00 ...... SIGIRIYA VILLAGE. oo 10 5850 ... 2| MASKELIYA oo (0.20)
EB CREASY oo 162500202 21 .19.90 (0.30) | SINGERFINANCE.......... ... 22,574 1250 ... - | MILLENNIUM HOUSE .....ooroocorc. 3.003 .0.10
EAST WEST..oooo..... 990 ..0.20 | STANDARD CAPITAL ..ooooooocicorsor. 12.. 23710 - | MYLAND...oooe..e. 00 .. 1
EASTERN MERCHANT .. ...9.20 (0.30) | SUNSHINE HOLDING... 150,923 .. 4450 (0.50) | NESTLE........ _1,093 001,093.00.1,070.001084.75 ...4.75
EX-PACK ..o 1490 .0.10 | SWISSTEK ......... 1296270 .. 1..1550 ....... | PALM GARDEN HOTL... ..585.....58.3..5830 ..0.40
EXPOLANKA .. 16975 400 | TALAWAKELLE. .125,427 ..93.80(1395) | PEGASUS HOTELS... ..33..33.00 ..2.90
FORT LAND...... 6..27.10 040 | TANGERINE oo ooooooosos oo 1410 .. 9...56.00 ......... - | PRIMERESIDENCIES 7...780 ..0.10
GALLE FACE CAP 5..17.50 ....... - | TEASMALLHOLDER ..ooosooio. 2,152 4520 020 | RAIGAMSALTERNS ... 14504 ... 68 68 .69 ... 658....6.90 ..0.10
GESTETNER 2..66.00 ....... - | TEEJAY LANKA ..o .33.00 (0.10) | RAMBODAFALLS ... .50 319 322 322 . 285..31.90 ... 1
GRAIN ELEVATORS... ..91.00 ..0.20 | THREE ACRE FARMS. .140.00 ..1.50 | RENUKA HOTELS.. 73...73.00 (1.70)
HAYCARB ........... 758.00 (0.30) | TOKYO CEMENT .49.00 (130) | RICH PIERIS EXP.. 575.575.00 (1.50)
HAVYLEYS....... ..73.10 ..0.70 | TOKYO CEMENT [TKYQ.X0000] ... 4800 ...... | SATHOSA MOTORS .. ..150.25 .. 150.75...150.25. 155.00 ....... i
HAYLEYS FABRIC.. 2540 (0.10) | UNION BANK oo 170,118 8.10 (0.10) | SERENDIB HOTELS....oorororereroo . .105......109....... 10.4...10.50 (0.30)
HAYLEYS FIBRE..... -.50.20 (0.10) | UNISYST.... 10,000 5.60 (0.30) | SERENDIB HOTELS [SHOT.X0000]... 777879 76770 :
HAYLEYS LEISURE 2340 (150) | VALLIBEL ............ 23,457 .. 680 ... | SERENDIBLAND....... 11,298.751,299.75.1,200.001319.50 ..
HDFCoore 28.50 ... = | VALLIBEL FINANCE.cors oo 5,752 3270 (0.30) | SINGERIND...... Y 35.20
HELA oo 8....7.80 (0.20) | WATAWALA ....... 10,065 L7720 - | SINGHEHOSPITAL 260 ..0.10
HEMAS HOLDINGS 6310 (0.90) | WINDFORCE... 10,476 ... 1670 .0.10 | SOFTLOGIC CAP... 10.00 (0.30)
TN S .118.25 (0.75) | YORK ARCADE.. ...208. .130.50 (10. 50) | SOFTLOGICFIN... ..8.00 {0.70)
HNB ASSURANCE . .4750 (020) | HSENIDBIZ ... 22,996 L1450 ... SOFTLOGIC LIFE .78.20 (2.60
HNB [HNB.X0000] 2..86.00 .0.80 | SECOND BOARD..............c.cooooooiooommoeooooeeo oo oeeeeeseeeoee et TAL LANKA.... ..15.90 (0.10
HORANA 4..52.40 (0.50) | AMBEON CAPITAL... 184,825 .. 50970 .0.10 | TESSAGRO...oovooooieorvoierrrerenss 72,82 e Lo L e 11 e 1o, 1.00 ....... 1
HOTEL SIGIRIYA . -.32.00 .0.10 | BROWNS BEACH ..oooooocoooooe 6,040 .. 6...13.00 .0.40 | TESS AGRO [TESS. 8.....0.80 (0.10)
HOTELS CORP....... 2..22.00 ..0.50 | DISTILLERIES........ 23,512 3..18.50 (0.10) | UDAPUSSELLAWA ....... 5..76.40 (0.10)
INDUSTRIAL ASPH. . 030 ...~ | EDEN HOTELLANKA 131,416.. 9..16.90 (0.20} | UNION ASSURANCE. 8..33.80 ..1.00
OKH o 13700 .- | HUNASHOLDINGS . ... .. 2,050 .30 30 30 -.29.90 (0.10) | VALLIBELONE ... 7..37.90 (0.40)
KANDY HOTELS SO 2 SR X D X 7.90 _0.10 | JAT HOLDINGS ... .89,589 21640 ... | VIDULLANKA.... 590 ...
KAPRUKA oo LATO 82 84.. .84 .83 830 010 | LOLCFINANCE. ... ... ... 2,457,005 . ..59.....59 . 6. . 58580 (0.10) | WATCHLIST oo
T - - S 1341345 1345..129.75.130.25 (3.75) | MADULSIMA . 14,110 . 11.00 (0.10) | NAWALOKA. .o 59 59...59. .. 58....5.80 (0.10)
KELANI CABLES -.27175.272.00 125 | SINGERSRILANKA.. (171,620 ... ..15.10 ..0.20 | ODELPLC....... 68....166....17.1.......16..16.90 ..0.10
KELANI TYRES..... 1..58.20 .0.10 | SLT.oo 241,427 . 29550 (2.20) | RADIANT GEMS ....oorooioooeore 113 27287 ....287......28.6..28.60 ..1.60
KELANI VALLEY 7500 (1.00) | EMPOWER BOARD ........o.cooooccooeoeo oo oo
KINGSBURY _-.oooocoeeer e 221000 ... = | CHRISSWORLD......oooroooe e 5,052 ..10.50 (0.40)

Exchange Rates

9.30 a.m. are as follows.
CURRENCY BUYING RATE

Australian Dollar 208.5904 ...
Canadian Dollar 230.7959 ...
Chinese Yuan {(Renminbi) 446213 ...
Euro 342.1609 ...
Japanese Yen 2.3169 ...
Singapore Dollar 233.5965 ...
Sterling Pound 388.2389 ...
Swiss Franc 346.2099 ...
US Dollar 313.1292

G e e )
Tea exports...

Russia ranked as the third largest importer
of Ceylon tea whereas the UAE moved down
to the fourth position with imports reducing
by 27 percent YoY. Other notable importers
were Libya, China, Azerbaijan, Saudl Arabla
Jordan and Germany.

According to Central Bank data for the

- eamned US$ 204. 1 million from tea exports, up
by 6.3 percent from a year ago.

However, the Central Bank said
“increased carnings from tea exports
were mainly due to price increases as the
volumes registered a decline.

World could...

record in 2022, while climate change-fuelled
exireme rain caused disastrous flooding in
Pakistan, and in February, Antarctic sea ice levels
hita record low:

The world’s average global temperature is
now 1.2C higher than in pre-industrial times,
Copernicus said.Despite most of the world’s

- major emitters pledging to eventually slash their
net emissions to zero, global CO2 emissions last
year continued to rise.

(1) The average rates of the following currencies quoted by
commercial banks in Colombo for Telegraphic Transfers (TT) at

(2) The approximate exchange rates of GULF Currencies based

Finance, Vallibel One

Rs. 933 mn,

on previous day’s market weighted average rate for the USS are green. High net worth and institutional
s LO'L'_;?KVYS CURRENCY INDICATIVE RATE investor participation was noted in
Bahrain BaNrain DiNar ....oorocormrore. 850.6478 Hayleys and John Keells Holdings.
Kuwait Kuwait Dinar ... 1,046.1071 ~ Mixed interest was observed
Oman Oman Rial .... in Dialog Axiata, Tokyo Cement
Qatar Qatar Riyal ...

Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabian Riyal ....

UAE UAE Dirham

Contd. from Page ¢

Seylan Bank...

Seylan Bank said yesterday it had received
applications for over Rs.5 billion for the said
debenture issue and accordingly the initial

‘tranche of the issue had been oversubscribed.

January-February 2023 period, Sri Lanka

“The bank has taken the decision to close
the Issuance at Rs.5,000,000,000 without
exercising the option to issue a further
Rs, 2,000,000,000 of the said debentures,” a
stock market filing by Seylan Bank said.

As a result, the subscription list of the issue
that was opened yesterday closed at 4.30 p.m.
as per the prospectus of the issue.

- The bank offered two types of debentures—a

five-year debenture with a fixed coupon rate of

- Europe experienced its hottest summer on

Hambantota Port...

28 percent per annum, payable annually and a
five-year debenture with a fixed coupon rate of
25 percent per annum, payable quatterly.

Capital Alliance Partners functioned as the
manager to the issue while the registrar to the
issue was SSP Corporate Services..

Currently, we are pitching our expertise to
Original Equipment Manufacturers of electric

‘vehicles,” he added.

Last year HIP benchmarked over 500,000

Holdings with the turnover crossing

The ASPI closed in red as a result
of price losses in counters such as
Citizens Development Business

and LOLC

Indices close on mixed
»ZNDB

Meanwhile, the S&P S1.20 closed in

noted

units of vehicles moving mostly from
manufacturers in the East transshipping to
the West, - _

As of mid-April this vear, the port has already
transshipped over 200,000 units of vehicles.

“The Hambantota International Port is certain
it will top last year’s transshipment ﬁgures by
the end 0f 2023.

SLT to...

enabling the company to save an estimated Rs.
300-400 million per annum on rent,” ST Greup
Chairman Rohan Fernando anmounced.

The Welikada operational headquarters is

being constructed at a cost of approximately
Rs.2.5 billion. It is set to become one of the most

modern, green buildings in Sti Lanka, powered

by renewable energy and water saving through
rainwater haryesting.

Under phase one; up to five floors are expected
to be functional by May 2023, and the entire
building (up to the 9th floor) planned to be
functional by the end 0f 2025. -

Upon completion, the building is expected to
- be recognised as the company’s first building to
receive the green rating of “Platinum” provided
by the Green Building Council of Sri Lanka.
Fernando noted that Mobitel would have
exhausted Rs.3.5 billion on rent for relevant
premises including Rotunda Tower occupation

Securities

Company nonvoting and Expolanka
. Holdings whilst retail interest was
in Browns Investments,
Softlogic Capital and LOLC Finance.
~“Furthermore, foreigners closed

flat at Rs. 137.00.

for ten years, starting from 2019, if SLT hadn’t
taken this initiative forward.

The master plan for the proposed development
of the 7-acre land has been prepared and

approved by the Urban Development Authority

(UDA). The development of the land has
commenced with the construction of the new
nine-storied building, which has only utilised

about 2 percent of the underutilised space of the

land. The remaining space is reserved for future
- developments as planned in the master plan.

Under the unified brand identity of SLT-
Mobitel, SLT Group expects to generate
substantial cost savings in the fiiture,

“Some of our operations were unified in
2022, especially in areas where there was
duplication of work by subsidiary entities.

The groundwork laid out in 2022 is now

in the launch phase which would generate
substantial cost savings in the future.
" In the initial phase, the operational offices and

teleshops in some areas were brought under one

roof, serving as an example of success in unified
operations. We are now ready to expand this
programme to major cities,” Fernando noted..

- = @
Asian markets...

adding that “overall price levels rose
moderately during this reporting period,
though the rate of price increases appeared

as net buyers. Capital Goods sector
was the top contributor to the market
turnover (due to John Keells Holdings
and Royal Ceramicg) whilst the sector
index edged up by 0.07%. The share
price of John Keells Holdings closed

The share price of Royal Ceramics
appreciated by Rs. 0.30 (1.05%) to
close at Rs. 28.90. Materials sector

was the second highest contributor
to the market turnover {(due to Tokyo

reported better-than-expected carnings

‘down about a quarter on-year in January-

Monthly producer...

- bode favourably for domestic supplies

Cement Company nonvoting) whilst
the sector index decreased by 0.68%.

The share price of Tokyo Cement
Company nonvoting closed flat at Rs.
48.00. Dialog Axiata and Expolanka
Holdings were also included amongst
the top turnover contributors.

The share price of Dialog Axiata
closed flat at Rs. 10.80. The share .
price of Expolanka Holdings recorded
a gain of Rs. 4.00 (2 41%) to close at
Rs. 169 75

to be slowing”.There was also little
inspiration from the corporate world
after Morgan Stanley and tech titan IBM

but Tesla missed expectations with profits

February.

The flat US markets were a reflection
of the “pretty mixed” earnings results in
recent days, said Maris Ogg from Tower
Bridge Advisors. :

““We’ll see what happens when we really
start getting the regional banks next week,”
she added. -

Markets swung in carly Asian trade,
with Tokyo, Hong Kong, Sydney and
Manila up but Shanghai, Singapore. Seoul,
Wellington and Taipei were negative.
Oil prices dipped again, having shed two
percent Wednesday on fears that the Fed
could continue to hike rates, in turn dentmg
demand for crude.

Hence, easing financial conditions and

cooling global commodities prices could

and inflationary condmons 1n the coming
months.




BT @ wwwhcebookcom/ek |

& life@calymirrorwnllk / dalymirrorife@grailoom \

ife_k

@ ook | Y 012300552, 012478343 @ 0777009998 © Lreorinely €

A Dailyfirror

FRIDAY

WWW.LIFE.LK

CANNES SET FOR
WOMEN DIRECTOR
RECORD, A-LIST LINEUP

A record six women
directors will compete
for the Palme d'Or at
Cannes in May, organisers
announced Thursday, with
the film festival promising
a who’s who of Hollywood
A-listers and award-
winning filmmakers.
The world’s top cinema
shindig had already
secured some
glitzy Hollywood
premieres, including
the new Indiana
i Jones and
Martin Scorsese
movies, as
well as Johnny
Depp’s
¢ comeback
¢ film. AFP

A RETROSPECTIVE

tracing the artistic journey of artist and feminist Kamala Vasuki

BY NUZLA RIZKIYA

A Retrospective - an exhibition tracing

the artistic journey of Kamala Vasuki, a

oman-artist and feminist activist coming
rom north and east is took place in
Batticaloa. Through multiple mediums of
ndividual and collective art, Vasuki's work
bears witness to the scarred histories

f pain, hope and healing of her home

ri Lanka, over the past thirty years.

Sitting with Daily Mirror Life,
asuki gives us an insight to her story
nd the evolvement of her work.

“| was obsessed with colours and
hapes since my childhood; collecting
olourful beads in various shapes,
hocolate covers and seeds and creating
hapes with them on my study table”
he relates. Her journey with art starts
n the context of war with bombings,
hellings and darkness bearing the

daily vibe throughout her childhood.

Q GENDER, HUMAN
RIGHTS AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE. ADDING TO
SCARRED HISTORIES,
TELL US HOW DID THESE
SUBJECTS COME INTO
YOUR LINE OF WORK?

My first inspiration to become an artist
came from, an art exhibition of 3 women
Arunthathi, Nirmala and Suguna) organised
n Jaffna in 1986. | enrolled in the same art
classes where these 3 women artists were
studying This is also where | met my ‘guru’
of work Mr.A.Mark. In 1988 the Women's
forum in the University of Jaffna, organised
an exhibition of 5 women artists. This
as my first exposure to a feminist space
llowing me to meet strong feminist women.
By the early 1990's my artwork gradually
had become a strong part of my feminist
activism within the context of the brutal war.
My art was the medium of the questions
hat | wanted to ask adding to my
reflections of the everyday violence
| witnessed. This was my voice of
documenting what was happening
around me.

§ My Child is not fI War

Kamala Vasuki - Artist and feminist activist

Q YOUR EXPERTISE
OVER THE YEARS,
ESPECIALLY YOUR WORK
PUBLISHED IN THE A
TO Z OF CONTFLICT,
TRI-LINGUAL ARTISTS'
BOOK DEMONSTRATES
HOW A COMMONPLACE
CHILDREN’S ABC BOOK
WOULD LOOK LIKE IF
ALL THE ENTRIES WERE
CHOSEN IN RELATION TO
WORDS ABOUT CONFLICT,
AND WORDS BORN OUT
OF CONFLICT. WE KNOW
THAT YOU HAVE DEFINED
YOURSELF AS AN
ACTIVIST. HOW DO YOU
POSITION THIS ROLE IN
RELATION TO YOUR ROLE
AS AN ARTIST?

| was once part of a student protest
against the intrusion of military persons, when
| was studying at the University of Jaffna. The
students who were doing a roadblock were
attacked by the Indian
Peace Keeping Force
and two of my colleagues
were killed that day.
In a context where we

Woman and Nature

couldn’t protest, couldn't speak out, couldn’t
organise, | expressed my anger through
painting. The painting titled 02.02.89- the date
that my friends were killed, emerged from this
experience.

I ask my questions through my paintings.
With my involvement in feminist spaces my
art became questions of not only war but
also of patriarchy, injustice, discrimination,
and violence against women, where they
challenged culture, religion, marriage, dress,
motherhood and all power relations | was
living through.

As an artist | have been part of art spaces
in Colombo and Internationally. However,
my art is inspired through my activist work. |
understand the importance of art that could
help in processes of truth seeking, justice,
and collective healing. As activists we are
constantly responding to crisis situations.
Every day, we step forward to challenge
discrimination and oppression. My art has
shaped many activist spaces that | have been
part of just as my art has been shaped by my
role as an activist.

Q YOUR LATEST
EXHIBITION, “A
RETROSPECTIVE 1989-
2023 TRACES YOUR
ARTISTIC JOURNEY
AS A WOMAN-ARTIST.
VIEWERS GOT TO
WITNESS SCARRED
HISTORIES OF PAIN, HOPE
AND HEALING OUR HOME
ISLAND EXPERIENCED
OVER THE PAST YEARS.
IT IS INTERESTING
THAT, WHILE PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES AND
IDENTITY ISSUES OF
WOMEN ARE ADDRESSED
AT THE EXHIBITION,

LOT OF THE WORK ON
DISPLAY WAS ALSO
CONCERNED WITH WIDER
SOCIAL ISSUES, SUCH AS
THE PANDEMIC FIGHT
AND CIVIL PROTEST....

Art can be inspired from learning different
techniques and can he exposed to a diversity
of styles, while simultaneously originating from
personal experience or from one’s context.
Since early 2000, my connections with the
South Asian regional feminist networks and
feminist activists had expanded my thinking
and critiques about society and culture. This
had a deep influence on my style as well. |
had been mainly doing washed drawing with
dark shades, expressing the pain of violence.
When | was exposed to feminist activism
around the power of nature and power
of women, my art also started to reflect a
different energy. | started using vibrant colours
and oil pastels. Aspects of nature such as
plants, the lagoon, fish, slowly became part of
my paintings.

Presently, | try to take my art to my
collective spaces. For example, currently the
discussions around the economic crisis and
the collective art processes help everyone to
express their stories.
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OneGalle Face 09.50pm 02.50pm (Only 27 Aorid 04.15pm (Only 207 4pnd)
07136885012 06.45pm-rom 227 April onward) 03.55pm (from 227 April enward)

KCC Kandy [ 0812208077 | 03.00pm, 05.00pm

CCC Scope Colombo | 0112083064 | 10.00am {




WANTED VEHICLE  NEED SELF DRIVE

FOR RENT ~ BENS GLC250 0R

REPUTED COMPANY DIRECTORS/EXECUTIVES| | | RANGE ROVER SPORTHSC i
NEED SELFDRIVE BMW X1, BMW-520D, FUR A PR VATE BANK DIRECTOR

BENS CLA200, AUDI-Q3, HONDA CRYV,

TOYOTA CHR, DFSK, KDH VAN, GENERA MANAGER

TOYOTA HIBRID VAN, DOUBLE CAB
G AL L E RV ' IN COLOMBO

Jee e — MIRAGE COLOMB( ROCO/REVOLUSION, PREMIO, AXIO, AQUA, | i Ao
> (?olokmbo‘ s.R ¢ THE%K}ST EC};(CI’ICING g{%ﬂ‘{ﬁ%’f}:{ WAGON-R, ALTO URENTLY. / ON A I'ONG TERM BASIS-
CONTACT - 0767 197 026

SHOP IN TOWN

AND @ PRICES THAT WILL AMAZE YOU
Joseph Louis

Tel: 2598888/ 2598889 Our expert-team-of Chefs is standing ready to delight ourguests
ADJOINING THE POST OFFICE withra tantalizing blend of classtc dishes, vogether with a

unique array.of fruit spreads, desserts and other delicacies.

Kaftans - Dresses
Shirts - Sarongs
Beach wraps - Shawls
Scarfs - wraparounds Skirts
Wall Hangings

Banguet Hall with a capacity for 250 guests
¢ Swimming Pool - Rs1200/-per person for 2 hours

o 80 well locared and spacious fuxury rooms.
Conference facilities that can cater to 10~ 200 guests

Now we are at Wellawatte
0779664073/ 0776274719

www.miragecolombo.com

. T TSEANME
0771 675777 . ' s . - ; meullwl!ehon :

Whether vou're looking for family fun, or o romantic getoway,

White Sapphire. Total weight of : ' _ L . : : : Fox Besorts provide ideal escapes in secluded surroundings,
& m;st_ones are J46ts. with luxurious rooms set amidst sprowling fowns,
Delicious cuisine, stunningly focated swimming pools and heortfelt

hospitolity ore just some of the fegtures of both our resorts in Joffna & Kondy.

BE -~ RESLO00 MB - REITO000 FB - REAZOQ00

FO;}T(\IAN DY Cofl 075 I83 E?§3§ o visi wm&efm’mmms?&am to book directly FOX .;;«FFN A

!

Partnered with

GlassGard (Pvt) Ltd.
37, Wasala Road, Dehiwala.

The Details in Detail

‘ AR
iSNDFOS - & www.glassgard.lk
LN CONTROL WINGOW FILM pliarticg

Printed and Published by Wijeya Newspapers Ltd. on Friday April 21, 2023 at No. 8, Hunupitiya Cross Road, Colombo 02.
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