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Government Notifications

L. D ./B . 16/54.

T H E  SHOP AND O FFICE E M P LO Y EES (R EGU LATIO N  OF E M P LO Y M EN T A N D  REM UN ERATIO N ) ACT

Closing Order under Section 40

ORDER made by the Minister of Labour by virtue of the powers vested in him by section 40 of the Shop and Office Employees 
(Regulation of Employment and Remuneration) Act (Chapter 129), as amended by regulations made under section 11 of the Holidays 
Act, N-. 17 of 1965, and published in GazetlExtraordinary  No. 14,726,12 of December 22, 1966, and approved by the Senate and the 
House of Representatives under section 42 of the said Shop and Office Employees (Regulation of Employment and Remuneration) 
Act.

M. P . DE Z. SlBTWABDENE,
Minister of Labour.

Colombo, December 14, 1970.
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This Order shall apply to every shop situated within each of the areas specified in the Schedule hereto.

2. Save as otherwise expressly provided in paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Order, every shop situated within any of the areas 
specified in the Schedule hereto (other than a  shop to which the provisions of paragraph 3 apply) shall be closed for the serving of 
customers—

(а) until 8 a.m. on each day except the Poya D ay in every period ;
(б) a t  and after 9.00 p.m. on each day except the Poya Day in every period ;
(c) throughout the Poya Day in every period.

3. Save as otherwise expressly provided in paragraph 5 of this Order, the classes o f shops specified hereunder and situated 
in any area specified in the Schedule hereto, shall be closed for the serving of customers—

(а) until 8.00 a.m. on each day in every period, and
(б) at and after 9.00 p.m. on each day in every period.

(i) Butchers’ shops ;
(ii) Shops where the sale of fresh fish is carried on j

(iii) Florists’ shops ;
(iv) Ice merchants’ shops ;
(v) Photographers’ sh ops;

(vi) Shops used for the sale of one or more of the following :—

fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, betel, chewing tobacco, arecanuts, grass, straw and poonao.
(vii) Tobacconists’ shops.

4. Any shop situated within any area specified in the Schedule hereto, may. with the written sanction of the Commissioner of 
Labour, remain open for the serving of customers during any period specified in such writing notwithstanding the fa?t that such shop 
is required by the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Order to be closed for the serving o f customers during that period, but so however 
that throughout one specified day in every period such shop shall remain closed.

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 2 or 3 or any arrangement sanctioned by the Commissioner of Labour under 
paragraph 4 of this Order—■

(1 ) during the fourteen days immediately preceding each of the following days, that is to say, Christmas day, Sinhala and
Tamil New Year’s day, the Day o f the Muslim Hadji Festival, the second day after the Full Moon day of the Sinhala 
month of Wesak, the day of the Hindu Deepavali Festival and the day fixed by the Minister of Home Affairs under the 
Holidays Act No. 17 of 196o, as the day following the end of Ramazan, any shop situated within any of the areas specified 
m the Schedule hereto may remain open for the serving of customers__

from 8.00 a.m. until but not later than 9.00 p.m. on each day in every period.
(2) during the seven days ending on the last day o f the Hindu Vel Car Festival o f the Kathiravelauthasam y Temple, Colombo,

T o n '"  tha adT ? / S‘ ratl™ Jlmlt.3 of the Municipal Council of Colombo, may remain open for the serving 
of customers from 8.00 a.m. until, but not later than midnight, on each such day ; S
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(3) during tho fourteen (lavs ending on the last day of th9 Esala Perahera any shop situated within the a im nistrative limits of
the Municipal Council of Kandy may remain open for the serving of customers from 8 a.m. until, but not later than mid 
night on each such day ;

(4) during the seven days ending on the day following the Full Moon day of the Sinhala months of Esala and Nikini any shop
situated within the area described in paragraph (3) of the Schedule hereto may remain open for the serving of customers 
from 8 a.m. until, but not later than, midnight on each such day ;

(5) during the seven days ending on the day following the Full Moon day of the Sinhala month of Poson, any shop situated
within the area descirbod in paragraph (3) of the Schedule hereto may remain open for the serving of customers from 8 a.m. 
until, but not later than, midnight on each such day ;

(6) during the twenty-six days ending on the last dav of the Annual Car Festival of the Nallur Kandasamy Temple any shop
situated within tho administrative limits of the Municipal C nmcil of Jaffn a may remain open for the serving of customers 
from 8 a.m. until, but not later than, midnight on each such day ; and

(7) during any day on which a passenger Ship is in the Port of Colombo, any shop situated in Fort may remain open for the
serving of customers from 8 a.m. until, but not later than Id p.m. under the authority of a  permit issued in that behalf by 
the Commissioner of Labour.

6. The following classes of shops are hereby exempted from the preceding provisions of this Order :—

(0) Restaurants, residential hotels, eating houses, cafes and tea kiosks.
(6) Petrol Service Stations.
(c) Dairies and Milk bars.
(d) Cinemas, play housos and other places of public entertainment or amusement.
(e) Shops in which only news papers and other periodicals are sold.
(/) Book Stalls at Railway Stations or at Hotels.
(g) Bakeries.
(h) Shops in which the wholesale or retail business of supplying stores to ships is carried on.
(1) Shops in which liquor is sold.
(j) Shops in which the sale of medicinal herbs is carried on.
(k) Petrol and oil installations and Petrol and oil depots.

7. In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires the term “  period ”  means the period between midnight on the night of 
the day immediately preceding any Poya day and midnight on the night of the day immediately preceding the succeeding Poya day.

8. This Ordor shall remain in force and the administrative areas referred to in the Schedule hereto shall be deemed to be 
correctly described notwithstanding any change in the status or the limits of such administrative areas effected under th.3 provisions 
of any other law.

9. The Order made under sootion 40 o f the Shop and Office Employees (Regulation of Employment and Remuneration) Ac*' 
(Chapter 129), and published in Gazelle Extraordinary No. 14,739/7 of March 16, 1967, is hereby rescinded.

schedule

(1) T h e  a r e a  w ith in  th e a d m in is tra t iv e  l im its  o f  e ach  o f  th e  fo llow in g  M u n ic ip a l C ou n cils  :—

B a d u lla , C olom bo, B a t t ic a lo a , D e h iw a la -M t. L a v in ia ,  G alle , J a f f n a ,  K a n d y ,  K u r u n e g a la ,  M a ta le , N e g o m b o , N u a w r a  E l i y a  
a n d  R a tn a p u r a .

(2) T h e  a r e a  w ith in  th e a d m in is tra t iv e  l im its  o f  e ach  o f  th e  fo llow in g  U rb a n  C ou n c ils  i—

A m b a la n g o d a , A v issaw ella , B a la n g o d a , B a n d a r a w e la , B e ru w ala , C h a v a k a c h c h e r i, C h ilaw , G a m p a h a , G a m p o la , H a m b a n t o t a ,  
H a p u ta le , H a tto n -D ick o y a , H o ra u a , J a - e l a ,  K ad u ga n n aw o , K a lu t a r a ,  K e g a l le ,  K o lo n n a w a , K o tte , K u liy a p it iv a ,  M a t a r a ,  
M o ratu w a, N a w a la p it iy a , P a n n a d u r a , P e liv a g o d a , P o in t P e d ro , P u t t a la m , T a la w a k e lle -L in d u la , T a n g a l la ,  T r in c o m a le e , 
V a v u n iy a , YV attala-M abole, W a tte g a m a  a n d  W eliga m a.

(3) T h e  a r e a  s itu a te d  w ith in  th e  D iv is io n a l  R e v e n u e  O fficers’ D iv is io n s o f  N u w a r a g a m  P a l a t a  ( E a s t  a n d  W e st)  a n d  b o u n d e d  on  
th e  N o rth  an d  N orth  e a s t  b y  P u l iy a n k u la m a  ( F V P  164) a n d  N a lla p a m b u k u la m a , ( F V P  174) ; on  th e  E a s t  by  P a la y a k u la m a  ( F V P  
247), K u la n k u la m a  (F V P  248), I c h c h a n k u la m a  (F V P  255) a n d  M a h ak a lah aw o w a (F V P  254) : on th e  So u th  a n d  S o u th -e a s t  b y  K u d a -  
p a lla d ik u la m a  (F V P  26 1 ), A tt ik u la m a  (F V P  2 6 0 ) a n d  T a m m e n n a k u la m a  (F V P  2 6 0 ), a n d  on  th e  W est, S o u th -w est a n d  N o r th -w e st  b y  
M a lw a tu  O ya .
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