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ASIA FOUNDATION
ASSISTANCE FOR
LIBRARY
DEVELOPMENT

The Asia Foundation has made a grant of over Rs.

150,000/- to the Gaylon National Library Services Board for
library develoment in Sri Lanka.

In a project proposal submitted byt he Library Services
Board It has been pointed out that according to a survey by
the Board in 1979, the reading and information facilities
available to the rural population is grossly inadequate.
Although 90% of the PopuJation is rural, the total library
facilities available to the rural people is only a small fraction
of similar facilities avialable to the residents of Colombo and
the other major towns. The Board has proposed a scheme of
developing a district library system which will have one
major library in each district with a network of smaller
satellite libraries being fed by the District Library. The
selected libraries are to be supported by the Library
Services Boatd to build up the library collection of suitable

reading materials, basic furniture and equipment and training
for the librarians. *

A spokesman for the Asia Foundation said that the project
proposal presented by the National Library Services Board
was one of the best received by the Foundation and it is
worthy of every form of support. The project has been
approved by the Ministry of Plan Implementation.
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World Conference |
of Library
Professionals

The 46th IFLA General
Conference of
was held in Manila
Philippines between 18-23rd
August 1980 at the
Philippine International
Convention Center, Manila.

Senior Librarians from
ail over the worid attended
this Conference to discuss
problems and new develop
ment In the Library and
Information sciences.  Sri
Lanka was represented by
Mr. N. Amarasinghe,
Director, National Library
Services. Mr. Amaaasinghe
who was requested to
present a paper on “ Library
Education and Practitioners:
National Library” discussed
in his paper the problems
confronting the developing
nations in Asia and Africa
in training professional and
para-professional librarians
needed in various types of
library services. His proposal
fora regional school to train
library educators and
retrain practising librarians
was accepted by the seminar
as a resolution to Dbe
submitted to the Unesco

establishm ents
such a school. The paper Is =
to be published in the IFLA/ 1
Unesco proceedings shortly.. |

Librarians m.

NATIONAL LIBRARY
RECEIVES THE OFFICIAL
RECORD OF TIME CAPSULE

In january, 1968, two Japanese companies, Matsushita
Electric Industrial Company and the Malnichl Newspapers,
agreed to undertake a joint time capsule project in celebration
of the Japan World Exposition 1970: EXPO ‘70,

Three years of planning, research and construction
culminating in the burial of two capsules, one above the
other, in 1971. The lower capsule will remain buried
for 5,000 years. The wupper capsule (having identical
contents) will be opened for the first time in 2000 AD and
every 100 years thereafter.

Among the contents of the this record are translations
of Important documents (including a complete list of the
2,098 objects and recorded items stored in each capsule),
technical drawings relating to the burial site, the capsules
and their enclosures, a photographic survey of the project
and an extensive glossary of things Japanese. There Is also a
comprehensive description techniques_a subject of particular
interest to those planning similar projects.

This book provides a Record of the realisation of the
project.

Through worldwide distribution of this Record — to
national libraries and institutions—it Is hoped that awareness
of the existence of Time Capsule Expo ‘70 will be carried for
ward far Into the future. . Accordingly the National Library
of Sri Lanka has received a copy of this publication. The
donatdrs have asked to store this volume carefully, in a PlaGe
of safety, for the benefit of

Office - Bearers
University
Librarians’
Asssociation
(Sri Lanka)

The inaugural meeting of
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the  University Librarians
Association of Sri  Lanka was
held recently and the following
were elected office bearers at
that meeting after the

Constitution was formally
adopted.

President: M. A.P. Senadhlra
(Colombo), Vice Presidents:
R. S. Tamblah (Jaffna), A,
Senadhira (Peradenlya), Hony.
Secretary: J.  H. MartkkaV
(Colombo), Asst. Secretary
L. A. Jayatissa (Kelanlya)
Committee: Mrs. S. C. Jaya
suriya  (Colombo); Mrs. |I.
Canakaratnam  (Peradenlya)
T. G. . Plyadisa (Kelantya)
S Jeewan (Jaffna), Treasurer
J Lankage (Kelanlya)
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