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LIBRARY LEGISLATION

The urgent need for
library legislation as a
prerequisite for the imple
mentation of any effective
programme of library
development was stressed
at a Seminar and Work
shop attended by District
Public Librarians and
administrators at the S.
L. F. I. from 9th to 19th
March 1981.

The Seminar & Workshop
which was inaugurated by the

AN INDEX TO MAPS
OF SRI LANKA

An index to maps of Sri
Lanka in the State General

Archives in the Hague,
Netherlands is  under
compilation. The list

classified under area names
contains 302 references to
maps prepared between,
1796 and 1638. The
compiler of the index is
K. D. Paranavitara, Assis
ant Archivist, Presidential

Archives, Colombo 1
Sri Lanka.
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Minister  of Education
Services Mr. Lionel Jaya
tilake was organized by the
C. N. L. S. B. with the
cooperation of the Asia
Foundation asa prelude to
the District Library Develop
ment Project of the Board
which also provides for the
grading of libraries of all
local authorities.

The provision of public
library service by local
authorities is at present a
“premissive” function and
does not therefore provide the
base for a worthwhile library

©

Copies of Colonel Henry Steele Olcott’s 6 - volume autobiography. "OIld Diary Leaves” were presented

service. In view of the
paramount importance of a
public  Libraries Act to
regulate and promote the

development of an integrated
public library service at
national level the following
resolution was unanimously
adopted by the participants of
the seminar and Workshop.
This seminar of District
Library Administrators &
Librarians held at the S. L.
F. 1. on 09.03.1981 resolved
unanimously to recommend

to the Hon. Minister of
Local Govt. to enact
legislation to make the

Presentation of Col. Olcott’s Autobiography to the National

establishment of public
library services a mandatory
function of all Local Govt.
Bodies, including  the
Disirict Development
Councils. . (At present this
is a permissive function
only) It was also decided to
recommend that such ser
vice should be developed
in such a way under Local
Govt. Law to result in an
integrated  public iibrary
service for the whole
country under the aegis of
the  National Library

Services Board.

Library

LONG OVERDUE |

It was also urged that the
C. N. L. S. B. should play an
effective role in providing
leadership for the public
library service and act as the
coordinating agency for the
public libraries both at the

national and international;
levels.

The present Public
Libraries Act in the UK was
enacted in 1850 and the-

Madras Public Libraries Ac*
was passed only in 1945,

recently

to the Sri Lanka National Library Services Board by the U. S. Embassy, Colombo in Connection with the Olcott

Commemoratiorr Day.

Mr.
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In the picture are
Kamaldeqgp, Deputy Chief of Mission, U. S. Embassy, Mr* Harry A. Cahill,

(left to

Olcott's
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right) Assistant

Director

Library Services Board, Mr. S. M-
Chairman
M. J. Perera, Director (S. L. N. L. S. B; Mr. N. Amarasinghe and Assitant Director Mr. Upali

book deals with most of Col.

Library  Services Board
Amarasiri. This

life, including the years spent in Sri Lanka.
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