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NATIONAL LIBRARY ACT FOR SRI

Abstract -

The ONLSB pAct of 1970 has],fulfilled its
main objectives, it paves the way towards the
establishment of the National Library of Sn
Lanka and has created an awareness of the
National Library. The time has now come to
establish a seperate comprehensive National
Library Act for Sri Lanka

Introduction -

During the last decade the world has been witnessing
a fair number of Naitonal Library Acts emerging from
various parts of the world. Especially recently independent,
developing countries have shown a great interest in having
National Library Acts and at the sametime developed count-
ries with their better established National Libraries, have
been trying to redesign their existing National Library Acts
to suit the present day requirements The National Library
Act, as clearly indicated by its name furnishes the necessary
legal authority to the National Library to carry out its
activities. Like all the other major educational/cultural
institutions such as universities, museums, National Archives
that have their own charters or Acts, the National Library
also should have a similar legislative framework.

All the other National Libraries in the world, whether
in well established developed countries or their recently
established counterparts in developing countries have well
defined National Library Acts in order to execute the
functions of the National Library smoothly and effectively.

The Present Situation - The O\LSB Act -

Since the UNESCO symposium on National Libraries in
Europe, held in Vienna in 1958, UNESCO has organised
and sponsored a number of National Library seminars and
conferences in various parts of the world during the 1950s
and 1960s. One of these-* Meeting of Experts on National
Planning of Library Services in Asia’”’ was held in Colombo
in '967 ard the CNLSB Act was a direct result of this
meeting.

The conference presented a National Library plan for
Sri Lanka ard the Act was based on this plan. The
National Library Services Board was set up in 1970 and
since then it has been undertaking the National Library
work as part of its overall responsibilities in the library
field. Part Il section No. 14 of the Act deals with the
powers of the Board.

"(a) to plan and assist in the organiszation and
development of library services in genaral;

(b) to establish and maintain National

Library;

the Ceylon

(C) to advise and assist in the
development of public library services;

promotion  and

(d) to advise and assist in the
development of school libraries;

promotion  and

(e) to advise and assist in the publication
materials and

of reading
the production of audio-visual aids;

(f) to advise and assist in the co-ordination and
development of wuniversity libraries, junior university
libraries, technical college libraries, teachers' college
libraries, library services of local authorities, Government
departmental libraries, and other special libraries;

() to advise and assist the Government in fixing
the minimum academic and professional qualifications
for persons employed in library services;

(h) to promote the development of library education
and training; and

(i) to carry out such other functions as may be
necessary for the general promotion of library services.”

This Act is an important landmark in the history of
library services in Sri Lanka. It is a turning point towards
modern librarianship in the country. For the first time
in history there is a single authority to deal with library
activities, although it has the capacity to only advise and
assist. For the first time there is a professional body to advise
and assist the government in library matters. The Government
recognized ths importance of the National Library and
requested the new authority to ‘establish and maintain' it.

The main criticisms against the Act are that it does
not provide the Board, with adequate powers to carry out
the activities, in other words it is mainly concerned with
only advising and assisting functions. On the other hand,
although it is expected to ‘establish and maintain’ the
National Library, the Act does not provide the necessary
legal framework for this task. Although it seems that these
criticisms are justified, we have to consider the background
of the Act in order to understand it properly.

Miss E.J,Evans, who was UNESCO library adviser to
Sri Lanka cordinated the activities of the 1967 UNESCO
conference wrote on the library situation in the country
“The main difficulties in respect of overall developments
were: (a) absence of legislation, (b) insufficient funds, (c)
shortage of literature in Sinhala and Tamil (the main local
languages), (d) shortage of qualified librarians, (e) lack of
co-ordination and co-operation between library services at
all levels” . With this gloomy background, and the unawar-
ness and non-recognition of the importance of libraries and
in most instances not having heard of National Libraries,
the conference participants wanted to improve the existing
conditions, rather than introduce a high powered library
authority, which they felt was too ambitious at rhe time.
A well defined Act for the National Library was rather
immature at that time.

The Ceylon National Library Services Board has prov-
ed during its short existence of nearly a decade, that the
above approach Was correct. During this period it has do-
ne a considerable amount of activities. The construction of
the National Library building, starting collecting material
for the National Library, recruiting a skeleton staff for the
National Library have been fulfilled. Some services that will
be a part of the National Library activities such as National
Bibliography,library development services, International excha-
nge have already commenced.

This is the ideal time to have a National Library Act.
The Library building is under construction and the major
part of the construction work is over and It is hopefully due
to be inaugurated at the end of 1982- On the other hand
the CNLSB has created an awareness of the National Library
in the country and has also done substantial ground work as
mentioned earlier. At the same time there has been increas-
slg international pressure to have a single authority in a
country to deal with all Library and Information matters and
also effectively to handle international programmes in the
field such as GIP, UBC, UAP and number of others.

Mein features of a National Library Act -

The function and responsibilities of a National Library
have been discussed widely during the last few decades in
various international seminars and conferences, and also con-
siderable amount of literature has been produced on the sub-
ject, One of the leading experts on National Libraries is K.W
Humphreys, the Librarian, University of Birmingham. His
famous article on ’'National Library functions’ was published
in 1966(UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries. Vol:20, No. 4, July-
august 1966, pp. 158-169). The functions of a National Lib-
rary that he has mentioned in this article are widely accep-
ted. Humphreys divided tne National Library functions
into three categories i.e |. Fundemental functions 2. Des-
irable functions and 3. Functions of the National Library
Service which are not necessary functions of the National
Library.

. Fundamental functions of a National Library:-
The outstanding and central collection of a
Nation's literature.

Mr  Upali Amarasiri is the
Assistamt Director of the National Library and
Assistant Director of Library Education and
Training. He holds a Masters Degree in Library
Education from Loughborough University U. K

Legal deposit.
Covering of foreign literature.
Publication of the national bibliography.
National bibliographical information centre
Publication catalogues.
Exhibitions.

2, Desirable functions of a National Library:-
Inter-library lending.
Manuscripts.
Research on library techniques.

3. Functions of the National Library Service which are
not necessary functions of the National Library:-
International exchange service.
Distribution of duplicates.
Books for the blind.
Professional training.
Assistance in library techniques.

Though these functions are widely accepted as National
Library functions, no doubt it has to be altered according
to a particular local condition. Mr. Humphreys himself has
pointed cut that his list of priorities must be changed ac-
cording to the local conditions, as for instance professional
training which comes under the third category should be a
top priority in the developing countries. Also a number of
new responsibilities could be added to this list.

Thus the National Library bears an enormous respon-
sibility. It has to carry out intended activities properly.
In order to fulfill these obligations the National Library
must have a clearly defined National Library Act which
mentions all these activities. This is of utmost importance
as nothing can be done without proper legal authority.

National Library Acts in Malayasia and Singapore can be
taken as examples of modern National Library legislation.
There are number of similarities between these two coun-
tries and Sri Lanka. Being countries that gained independ-
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ence recently after long years of colonial rule all three
countries have almost stmillar social, economic and cultural
problems. In Malayasia the National Library Act was

passed in 1972. The important sections of the Act are as
follows:-

Section 3 Purpose and objectives:
(@) to provide leadership and promote co-operation in library

affairs in Malayasia.

(b) to assist the government in the promotion ofthe learning,
use, and advancement of the National language.

(c) to support research and inquiry on a national scale

(d) to provide facilities for the enlightenment, enjoyment
and community life of the people.
(e) to contribute to the development of cultural relations

with the people of other countries”
(f) to provide or promote such other services or activities
in relation to library matters a the Minister may direct

Section 4 The functions of the Director General of the
National Library are:

(@) to advice the Minister on all matters relating to libr-
aries and library service.

(b) to promote a nationwide system of free public libraries
and library services in Malaysia. ,

(©) to promote and co-ordinate the development and use

of the ilbrary resources of the nation.

(d) to develop and maintain by purchase or otherwise a
national collection of library material, including a compre-
hensive collection of library material relating to Malaysia
and its people.

e) to provide bibliographical service, including national bib-
liographical services and a union catalogue for library collections

(f) to provide modern facilities for the storage, retrieval and
communication and information.

(g) to promote the advancement of library science and the
professional training of librarians.

(h) to act as the agency for the national and international
lending and exchange of library material

() to lend, sell or otherwise dispose of
forming part of the library

library material

()) to do such other things as he may deem necessary, in
order to give effect to the purposes and odjectives referred
in section 3”2

National

Section 5, The functions of the National Library:

Library of Singapore -

(@ to promote and encourage the use of library material
and information there from by the establishment of lending
and reference libraries and mobile library services;

(b) to acquire library material generally and, in particular;
to acquire a comprehensive collection of library material, both
current and retrospective; relating to Singapore;

(c) to collect and receive all books required to be deposited
jnthe National Library under the provisions of the print-
ers and Publishers Act and to preserve such books;

(d) to make library material available for reference and for
loan subject to proper safegaurds against loss or damage;
(e) to provide reference, bibliographic and interlibrary loan
services to government departments and to parliament;

(f) to advise and to co-ordinate the resources and services of
Government departments and to parliament;

(9) to obtain and provide central information on the reso-
urces and services of libraries in Singapore;

(h) to participate in national planning for all types of library
service in Singapore, and to conduct research to determine
library needs and possibilities;

(i) to compile a current national bibliography and retrospe-
ctive national bibliopraphies;

LANKA
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Fix by: D. Galappatty

(j) to compile and maintain a union catalogue of libraries
of all kinds;

(k) to act as the organizing agency for
international lending of library material;

the national and

() to act as the organizing agency for the national and in-
ternational exchange of library material; and

(m) to initiate and promote co-operation between the Natio:
nal Library and other iibraries in the discharge of the above
functions3

These two National Library Acts are good examples
regarding the structure of modern National library legislati-
on. They cover a wide range of activities Besides indicating the
responsibilities of the institutions the activities of the Direc-
tor General of the National Library is also seperately defin-
ed in the Malaysian National Library Act Also it can be
seen that special local requirements are included in this Act
-namely the promotion of learning, use and advancement of
the national languages as function ofthe national library.

Conclusions :

As ‘information’ plays a vital role in every activity of the
modern world, the National Library has become an import-
ant part of acountry's development. It has its responsib-
ilities not only in the library field, but also in the economic,
education and cultural feilds among many others. It's obli-
gations extends both nationally and internatinaly; on the one
hand it is the centre of national development activities as
well as it acts as a window on the world.

Therefore, it needs a well defined, carefully planned
National Library Act in order to function properly. The
CNLSB Act of 1970 and the CNLSB has paved the way to
establish this National Institution. Now it is time to plan
the Sri Lanka National Library Act and let it stands on its
own feet. There is no doubt that the formulating the
Act would not be an easy task.

Considering the immense national importance of the
venture, it is advisable to have a National Diobgue on the
subject. At present anumber of institutions such as the De-
partment of National Museum, the Department of National
Archives are looking after some of these functions in the
absence of a National Library. These institutions have been
performing a creditable service in these areas during the
last so many decades, and the future genarations will gra-
tefully acknowledge their vafueble contribution towards a Na-
tional Library Service prior to the establishment of the
Sri Lanka Natonal Library. The time has come for bringing
together a numbar of services and resources widely scatt-
ered at present under a single authority designated ‘The
National Library of Sri Lanka'. Establishment of the Nat-
ional Library will it is hoped be a great news for these
institutions as they can be relieved of these extra functions
in the very near future.

Ref.

I. UNESCO bulletin of Libraries, Vol. xxii,
pp. 117

2 & 3. National Libraries, Aslib Reader series; (ed.
M.B, Line and J. Line) Vol. I, pp. 291 & 293.
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D.S. SENANAYAKE MEMORIAL
LIBRARY TAKES LEADERSHIP

IN THE DISTRICT

by Mrs. D. Ratnayake, Librarian

LIBRARY SYSTEM

At a conference of the District Lifcrary Ccirmittee ccrvcrcd fcy the Mayer of

Kardy, Mr. 1ilak Katr.ayake, the Chairrran of the Katicr.a!

Litrary Services Eoerd,
appy to rxte thatthe D. S

District
tentative
libraries were
this  purpose
approval of

could be met from
council budget. A
list of 16
selected for
subject to the

the Members
of the District.

The  National Library
Services Board has approved
a grant of Rs 20,00U/- for
books and audio-visual
erials for the District libra-
ry System to be operated

mat-

Mr M. J. Perera said that the Library Services Ecard is h
Senanayake Memorial Library, Kar.dy is in the var.gi.aid cf the District Library Froject.
Mr. Tiiak Ratnayake, the The Chairman of the Dis-
Mayor, said that Kandy trict Development council
Municipality Library is the Mr. R.M.C. Ratnayake prop-
oldest public Library in the osed that the satellite libra-
island; established in 1920 ries of the Kandy public
long before the Colombo library forming the District
Public Library was started, system should be selected
and has, over the vyears on an electoral basis so
developed into the large that each electorate will
library system that it is have one main library ade-
today. It is a happy event Quately developed to parti-
that it has now being call- cCipate in the proposed
ed upon to take the leade- scheme.
rship in developing a cordi- If this is acceptable, Mr.-

nated public library system

Ratnayake said that the ne-

cessary funds for develop-
ment work of such libraries

from the D. S. Senanayake
Memorial Library,

The Asia Foundation
donated a consignment
books worth Rs 50,000

Kandy,

of

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

covering the entire Kandy
District.

Exhibitions  of educational,
cultural and topical interest
are held periodically at the
Exhibition room of the
Colombo Public Library as

part of the extention activ-
ites. 11 Exh bitions have
been heid since January
1981, namely;

1 Exhibition of posters
on  Johannes Gutenberg
““The art of printing trans-
forms the world”.

2. Exhibition of
by the German
Hans Kastler.

sculpture
sculptor

3. An exhibition
books, gramaphone
and children's

of
records,
handicrafts.

4. Exhibition of Japanese

furoshiki, masks, dolls, fans,
etc.

5. Exhibition of Indian
paintings, sculpture, textiles,
brass ware, jewellery,
antiques etc.

6. Exhibition of books,
pamphlets, and newspaper
articles on “50 vyears of
adult franchise in Sri
Lanka” .

7. Exhibition of  books,
and periodicals on *“Select-
ed topics in librarianship
and information science.

8. Exhibition of Tibetan
religious and cultural obje-

cts.
3 ¢ gidsvase

0.
ices  available for the
visually handicapped.

10 An exhibition
paintings and drawings by
Miss. Yangzom Ros.

I'l. Exhibition of books
and periodicals on  public

health and safety.

At present, some of the 98
gramaphone records present-
ed to the Library by Mr.
Richard C. Schoonover, pub-
lic Affairs Officer of the
United States International
Communication Agency on
17th September 1981 are
on view in the Exhibition
Room. The rest are made
available for listening in the
Audio- visual Section. The
theme of this collection is
“The history of America
through music,,.and compris-
es both classical and modern
American music.

LECTURES

Lectures have been provi-
ded for the patrons of the

Library free of charge on
various  topics such ES
“transcendental meditation’’,
“ psychology” ,etc.

A series of lectures on
relaxation, concentration, etc
for the development of the
community are now being

conducted by an international
cultural institution for human

©geat®3d ®ss,

Exhibition of the serv-development, known as “ The

Community” . These lectures
are held by competent lect-
urers in Sinhala and English.

Ol ectures are conducted in
English on Tuesdays from
6 QO p.m to 7.00 p.m, and
Sinhala on Thursdays from
500 p.m to 6.00 p.m, at tha
Conference Hall.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMES

Stoy telling, handicraft
sessions, drawing and painting,
a children’s stamp club and
stamp bank for exchanging
extra stamps, video shows,
are some of the special
programmes  arranged for
children. The days and times
on which they are held are
advertised on the notice board
of the children’s sections of
the Library.

Similar  programmes are
held at the children’s section
of the Kirillapona Branch
Library.

LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

1 Ceyloniana: in comme-
moration of Loca] Government
Week, 1970.

2. Libraries and People:
Colombo Public Library
1925-1975, edited by Ishvari

Corea. 1975. Rs 20/-
3. 50 Years Commemora-
tive souvenir: 1925-1975.
©<p60c ‘*83 338’

of Parliament ;

R

[—

also |

6 LIBRARY NEWS O rtjneos# Q&uJfii

LIBRARY NEWS

LIBRARY NEWS hither to published in half
demy newsprint will be issued in the usual “ newsletter
format” printed in high quality paper, commencing 1982.
Being the only professional publication of its kind in
Sri Lanka, librarians will be pleased to obtain their
copies in the new format convenient for reading, filing
and preservation.

Despite soaring costs of printing we wish to
continus the  publication to ensure maintain  this
communication line between the Library Services Board
and the professional librarians which is vital to the very
existence and sustenance of the profession.  After
subsidising, a nominal price of Rs 150 per copy
(annual subscription of Rs. 6 50 [Sri Lanka Currency)
has been fixed in order to recover at least part of
the expenditure on printing.

Librarians who wish to place subscription are
requested to fill in the form below and post it to the
Director together with a Cheque/M O PO./ drawn in
favour of The Chairman. Ceylon National Library
Services Board.

Director Secretary.

Library Services Board
Independence Avenue, Colombo 7.
Tele: 598847

............. JeeereerniienDetach here

Director / Secretary,
Library Services Board,
Independence Avenue, eotembctZr

I have enclosed Cheque/Money Order/Postal Order*
subscription for 198.......
(Name of Libraay).

Piease continue to
to the following address for

supply LIBRARY
one / two

NEWS
years commen

Librarian

4., A Manual for Public
Librarians in  Sri Lanka by
Ishvari Corea. 1981 Rs 30/-

6. Commemorative souve-
nir: Opening of the Public
Library New Building. 1980
Rs. 2/-

5. Roads to Wisdom: a
Celebratory volume on the
occasion of the opening of the
Colombo Public Library New
Building on 17th December
1980, edited by Ishvari Corea
1980. Rs 40/-

7 Tissamaharama and it’s
environs: a Bibilography in
Commemoration of Gam
Udawa ‘81. 1981.
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