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Our Ref : LSJ4/7.

Sri Lanka National Libragy Services Board,
P, 0. Box 1764,

Independance Avenue, Colombo 07,

Library News - Subscription 1983

Your prompt assistance rendered during 1982 is greatly
appreciated by us,

Also we wish to inform you the following regarding the
renewal of your subscription for 1983,

Please fill n the coupon and send it with a cheque/postal
order/money order/cash for the amount of Rs. 6.00, Please make
payable to Chairman, §, L. N. L. S. B.
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ORGANIZATION OF INFORMATION NETWORKS

N. U. YAPA

Director (Information)
Natural Resources, Energy & Science Authority.

An information Network is a system of informa-
tion agencies such as libraries, documentation centres,
information centres, which are interlinked by a commu-
nication media for the purpose of implementing a
common programme. Hence the following important
features can be seen in an information network.,

(i) asetof information agencies (which are
called nodal points of the Network)

(ii) communication media which links the
nodal points in the Network.

(iii) common programme. -

A Network can be described by defining the
above three features. The performance of 2 network
largely depends on the strength of the nodal points,
effectiveness of the communication media and useful-
ness of the common programme.

The nodal points should be clearly identified.
They could be selected by defining the boundaries of
the network. A network could have one or more of
the following boundaries:

(a) geographic (International, Regional. Natio-
nal, provincial)

(b) subject (Scientific, Medical, Agriculturals
Industrial)

(b) organizational (Government, Local Govern-
ment, University)

Communication makes the network operative.
Procedures, codes, standards and guidelines facilitate
communication between nodal points.

Communication is essential to transfer and excha-
nge information and documents within the network.
Better communication could be achieved by a network
by adopting the following methods.

(i) by establishing a central agency to coordi-
Date the activities of the network.
(i) by organizing a communication media such
as meetings, newsletters etc.
(iii) by compiling codes for communication
(su_ch -as procedures, guidelines, specifi-
cations, standards etc.)

§lame goatB 3/3-4

Many networks find it is convenient to establish
a central agency to coordinate the activities of the
network. Sometimes a nodal point having stronger
resources is selected as the central agency. The
central agency or the coordinating * centre functions as
the Secretariat of the Network.

The coordinating centre should control and moni-
tor the network operations. It should prepare guide-
lines, standards and check that the nodal points work
to achieve the common goals.

A network without a coordinating centre
could be controlled by a Steering Committee
which is comprised of  representatives  of
the nodal points. The committee should meet regu-
larly to review and regulate the activites. One of the
disadvantages of a decentralised network is that
between two meetings of thc Steering Committee
ceriain problems which jeopardize the operations
could crop up. The communication link between two
nodal Points would not be of the same nature and
strength. The committee should foresee these weak-
ness and take remedial action.  If it is not possible
to select a nodal point to designate as the coordinating
centre, appointment of a committee is the most
suitable method.

Tt is necessary to organize communicating media
to maintain and improve communication for the
achievement of the objectives of the Network.
Regular meetings of the representatives of the nodal
points help the network to review its activities, to
evaluate the individual and common performance and to
adjust and modify the plans. A reporting system
could also be used for this purpose. Statistical
and progress reports oould be called from the nodal
points to evaluate their contributions.

Meetings could be held at regular intervals to
obtain verbale reports. Meetings are more effective
than a reporting system as it creates a forum to discuss
common problems and to exchange ideas. The
minutes of the network meetings become standardi-
zing documents. As it is practicallydifficult to organize
network meetings frequently, activities of the network
could be made known to the nodal points by a news-
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fetter. The news of the nodal points and the
coordinating centre and other information useful to
the networking agencies could be included. The
coordinating centre is the most appropriate organiza-
tion to edit and publish the newsletter. Certain networ-
ks adopt rotating editor method which requires each
nodal point to take the responsibility in turn.

When the network is extensive it could be organi-
zed into a number of sub-systems. Sub-systems could
have its own coordinating centre, These centres should
communicate direct with the main coordinating centre.
In this way a national network could be organised into
a number of Provincial or District networks. A subject
oriented network could have several sub-systems for
narrower subjects. This type of network iscalled a
Zonal Network,

A network is created to carry out certain common
programme. A common programme Or project requires
the nodal points to share and exchange their
resources or to develop common resources or Wwith
contributions from the nodal points. Nodal point

should make equal coniributions, This is
possible if they all are equally strong in
resources, Hence it is important to identify the

nodal points with weak resources and develop them.
Usually the coordinating centre organizes resource
development programmes for the benefit of the weak
nodal point. Training programmes for the Network
personnel are conducted by the coordinating centre;
funds are raised to purchase- documents and equip-
ments,

By networking, the resources of a nodal point
become accessible to other nodal points in the network,
Theoratically the resources accessible to a nodal point
ina Network is equivalent to the sum total of the
resource of all the nodal points. Effectiveness of the
resources could be improved by avoiding duplication
with the help of rationalization schemes.

A network could be created and operated by volu-
ntary or mandatory participation, The nodal points
may be required to enter into an agreement for the
implementation of the network decisions. However it
is observed that voluntary partizipation is also effective
in network operations. ‘

In the Developed Countries telecommunication

and computer techniques are used for network opera-
tions.

10
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Thefollowing are some of the network operations
adopted by International, Regiona! and national
information networks. '

s (a) Acquisition : nodal points are required to
acquire  documents on a rationalized
scheme. The material acquired become
common resource of the network.

(b) Loans: loans of books, periodicals, standards
etc.

© Union Catalogue: compilation of a Union
Catalogue for books and periodicals. Each
nodal point should informthe central agency
about its acquisitions.

(d) Indexes: a central index with the contribu-
ion of the nodal points is compiled by the
central agency. A number of international
information networks compile such central

indexes.

(¢) Current awareness: current awareness bul
letins are jointly prepared by nodal points for
the benefit of the network users,

(i) Exchange: exchange of publica‘tions, du-
plicate copies, photocopies of articles, pho-
tocopies of contents pages.

() Referral service: anodal point undertakes
information service relating to the subjects
assigned to it. The requests of the network
users are referred to the appropriate nodal
point by the coordinating centre.

The information agencies having realised that they
cannot satisfy most of the information requirements
of the users solely depending on their own Tesources,
have organized into networks. The Scientific Libra-
{ Lanka have organized a Network named Sri
Lanka Scientific & Technical Inforfmtf().n Network
(SLSTINET) which has Sri Lanka Scientific & Tech-
nical Information Centre (SLSTIC) as its coordinating

centre.

Within the framework of SLSTINET three subject
oriented sub-systems have been created; Agriculture-
AGRINET (Agricultural  Information Network)g
Health Sciences- Health Science Library Network, and
renewable energy - RERINET (Renewable Energy
Resources Information Network).
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Rustmzat o lgilaton for the xtablishmet of
the Natonal Libeay of Sti Laoka s oaly 11 years old,
Neverthelss, the basc concepts of 2 National Librery
have been conied v a ceatry ago and some
aspectsof a Natonel Library et ave been pegun
aod Tuctioniag sine then.  The Natioual Libary
of St Lanke came into being through 2 evolt-
fonary pocess aad i this rocess 2 oumber of
oter Libraries have contebuted to the - dee-
lopment of the basi fuclions of 2 Natlional
Library. T this peper on the slate of Nauongl
Librry Servios o Sri Laoka, pecessarly  this
heriage needs 1o be mentiontd.

NATIONAL LITERATURE

The colection of mational lterature on a
© gemetc base commeneed in 1810 with the
establshment of the Goverament Oreata Library
win the interests of learning, science and bisto-
il rseant”. This Library atched to the
Goverameat Record Offce, Colombo housed the
Goverumeat pulication and archives of the colo-
ial administration,

[o 1877 the Goverament Oriatal Library was
sparted from the Record Office and was
attacked to the Natonal Museum whil the Record
Office continued to grow s an Awchivs reposie
tory aad in 194 the later was redesigated the
Depertment of Goverament Archives.

[n 1885 with the enactment of legislation for
legal deposit of publications the National Museum
Library and the offce of the Registrar of Books
ad Newspapers atached to the Department of
Archives became deposit librares, The Law was
amended toinclde the National Library in 1975
Thus, the two former Lbvaris. togther hold the
most comprebensive collctions of national Litete-
ture and cultural materials preseatly.

This itation has been fully recogaised in
the formalation of policis i regard o the  collction
Gevelopment of the National Library. During the
last two decades sveral State Commissions and
Special Commitees a0 have reoommended that
large Collctions existing in various  Governenta
Departments and brares be brought together 1o
form a national coleetion, Accordingly, with regard

gdomg g0ietd 334

NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES IN SRI LANKA
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to etospctive mateial, the polcy of the Nationel
Library is to give prioity to the ~aoqusiton of
materia oecesary 1o fil gaps o the existiog
natonal collctons. Steps are being taken to amead
the legal deposit laws in oder to expand s
provisons fo  include material that do not come
wilhin it puview ot [present eg. don-book
materials. A copy of the National Libeary acquis-
ition policy is in appendix A,

NON-BOOK MATERIALS

The collection, preservation aad dissemination
of informetion on non-book materials s area
which meeds o national perspective,  Tndividual
Government Departments and [nsthutions ~ have

collected over the years the records produced of

used in their fespective areas of operations, Thus
the argest local map collection s o the library
of the Sueyor Ceneral's Department but this
colletion is ot available for the publc. It is
also coofined to maps aad plans drawn/published
by the Department, Historical maps, i e, older maps
ate collcted by the National Arehives Deprtment
and s probably the best historical mep collction
in the idend, The Film Corporation of
Si lanka has bult up a collection
of entertaioment films produced in Sri Lanka
during the last 50 years. The Department of [n-
formation has prescrved photographs, documentary
films etc,, connected with the Departmental pro-
grammes of public information, The Sri- Laoka
Broadcasting Corporatiou has a compreheastve coll-
gstion. of discs tapes and recorded speeches broadeast
over the radio. Nooe of these collctions s aval-
able for the public, Limited use for reference
purposes for Government Departmeats, howeer,
is allowed, Many of these collections eed to be
orgenised systematically and ths is an area where
the National Library Services Board 1y interested
aod actively involved. It is-anticipated that these
ibraries will rociprocate our assistance by supplying
information and loan materials for reference in
the National Libeary.

I the meantime, the Nationsl Libary i
building up s owa collcton of audio-viual mate-

| rials commenially avaiabl,

!

The Naiona Libuary colection consists of 10

¢ main divisions:

() Legal dapost colltiog

() Main collcton (Geeral

(®) Serals collction

() Sri-Lanka Government publcatons colletin,

(5) Foreign and nternational Agencie’ Offcal
Publcations -

(6) Specil collectons
(1) General Reference collction

() Audio-visual and micoforms coletog
() Newspaper colletion

(10) Rare books and manuseripts collction
ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN MATERIALS

The Notonal Livary aims at - colleting aay

- material published overes having 2 bearing o

§ri Lanka, Generally these materias are locaed

 innatonal bidliographies and orders placed with

publishers, Tn certain cases for . g, Soviet Russia,
the publibers voluntarialy sent ll material ublished
in Sinbala language for the  natonal collegtion,

As the Universty  libraries it special

gg Ibvaries aoquire & good partion of the genera

8

lterture i all subjcts meeded for reading end
research the National Libeary does mot congider

this @ are of hgh proly, Newwtehss, o

)

representadive collcton of world fteratute i being
buit up.

LOAN AND EXCHANGE OF MATERIALS

National and intruatonel exchenge of publ-
cations are mainly handled by indivdual Hbraies,
The Nariooa! Library acts a5 the focel point for
overseas requests for loans. Reguests for §ri Lankan
cartent publicatons are also entertained by the

tedmenng y0ud 3)3-4

National - Libary which maitang 3 pog bank
under ity exchange programae, [t g noteworthy
that onder materal dicarded by Lvatig g lected
in & tepository in the Nationa Library for this
purpose. Aa exchange lst i issueg periodicaly.

UNION CATALOGUES

The need for Union caelogues bas been fel
maily for coopeaive acquisiton aad for exchange
aad loan  purposs, The National Library s takep
steps to compile 2 master catalogue of all moo-
graphs in Socal Scieaces in lbrarie o the ang
Usiog existng ibeary aetworks, The Scienfic agg,
techaologial fieds are covered by the SLSTIC, |t
is aoticipated that these two union caalogues i)
be ableto be merged at some future date

NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

The National Bibliogtaphy of Sr Lagka s
being compiled and published by the Nationa! Bib-
liogtaphic Department of the National Library, Ths
publication was commenced in 1983 when the
Bibliogrephic offie wasset up temporarily ataohed
to the office of the Regisrar of Books apd
Newspapers, of the Department of Natonal Arch

ives. The Bibliographic Branch was trangfegeed
o the National Library in 1975,

Although the National Bibliography was tared
in 1983, a record of publishing was maintained i
the form of a “ Book List" from 1885 onward-
in terms of the Printers and Publishers' Ordigagces
This Book List serves a5 & basic lit for the
compilaton of the etrospectve National Biﬁliography
which the National Library bas now commenced,
Several - other biblographies are available on materia
not commg within the purview of the Nationa
Biblography or the Book List, A very valuable
contribution towards a comprehensive national bibl-
grapic record is Tan Gooueteke's A Bibliogea-
phy of Ceylon & work in 4 volumes whigh s being
updated perodicall, Materal publsed prior 1o
1885 bave been listed in Several special biblo-
graphis.

Contd. 0n p. 22
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NATIONAL LIBRARY COOPERATION

Under the powers invested with the National
Library Services Board all library activities in the
country come under the influence of the National
Library, The Board has the power “to advise and
assist” the School Libraries, Public Libraries, Uni-
versity and Technical College Libraries, book pro-
motion, production}of reading materials and audio-
visual materials, advise the selection of staff,
for mulate library standards etc. :

These wide powers have enabled the Board
to build up a close liason with libraries, library
authorities and related institutions. The Board is
also constituted in a manner that represents the
above interests at the policy making level, Taking
advantage of this situation the National Library
Services Board has taken steps to coordinate the
library services of, all libraries with those of the
-National Library. Thus a school Library network with
24 district-based major school libraries are being
developed. Similarly; a public library network and
technical college library neiwork have been estab-
lished with the; objectives of compilation of nati-
onal union catalogues, central acquisition, proces-
sing and to facilitate interlibrary loans and other
cooperative activities.

The coordination of activities of the special
libraries are dealt with by the Natural Resources,
Energy and- Science Authority of Sri Lanka a
Statutory body set up in 1968 as the National
Science Council.

Although the National Library Services Board
is oot directly involved in  these activities top
level consultations between the Science Authority
and the National Library authority has helped
maintain demarcation of specific areas of activity
between the two bodies. However, the library
Board’s assistance is sought by many libraries both
governmental and institutional in establishment,
organisation and training of personnel despite the
fact that the National Library authority is parti-
ally involved in Special Library development. As

an important sector of the National Library Services
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this paper wou!d be incomplete if it did not touch

on special libraries even if briefly.
SPECIAL LIBRARIES

Scientific and Industrial Libraries is relatively
a recent deveiopment in Sri Lanka. Being an agri
cultural economy predominantly the earliest special
libraries founded were to cater for the agricultural
research in tea, rubber, coconut and paddy. Since
1960s the economic policies of the government bas
paid more emphasis on industrial development and
this has resulted in the establishment of a considers
able number of industrial research libraries and
information bureaux.

Today they totals about 225 of which about 60
hold sizeble document collections. Outstanding in=
formation institutions with the major group are
mission oriented, namely Ceylon Institute of Sci-
entific and Industrial Research (CISIR), Central
Bank Research Library, Industrial Development
Board (IDB), Agricultural] Research and Training
Institute (ARTI), Trade Information Servize of
the Export promotion Secretariat, Ayurvedic Research
Institute, Sri Lanka Science and Technological
Informaton Centre (SLSTIC), Tea Research Institute
(TRI), Rubber Research Institute (RRI),” Coconut
Research Institute (CRI).

These libraries contain significant collections}of
indegenously generated documents and data. The
focal point of National Scientific and Industrial
Library and Information servicesis the Sri Lanka
Scientific Technological Information Centre (SLSTIC)
attached to the Natural Resources, Energy and
Science Authority of Sri Lanka, a Statutory body
set up in 1968 as the National Science Council.
The SLSTIC collects and disseminate information
on (I) Science (II) S:ience education (IIT) History
of Science (iv) environment and energy. These
Subsystems functioning within the framework
of SLSTIC are:

(3) Agricultural Information Network (Agrinet}

(®) Renewable Energy Information Network

(Reinet)

() Sri Lanka Scientific Technical Information
Network (SLSTINET) :

gedmmc OIS 3/3-4
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Cooperative acquisition of materials, union  catalogues
-of books and serials, photocopying and interlibrary
loan system has been established within these systems,

The National Library Authority in Sri Lanka has
a triple function to perform :

(1) Maintain the National Library

(2) Advise and assist the development of other
libraries in the country

3) Coordinate all library and information ser-
vices at national level.

Although these functions cast a heavy responsi-
bility on the national library authority it also has a
great advantage in building up a truely nation wide li-
brary and information service with the cooperation
and participation of all individual libraries. The
National Library’s policies have been formulated re-
cognizing this basic advantage. A case in point is the
Open University Library service organised by the
National Library jointly with the Open University. In
this particular service the entire public library network
has been utilized. Provision of reading materials, trai-
ning of staff, buildingsand the organisation, of services
have been shared by the two authorities.

PROSPECTS

A centraiised acquisition programme for public
and school libraries is being p'anned by the National
Lidrary with 2 objectives:

(i) Tt is believed chat purchase of large number
of copies of a book will ensure publishers
and authors a ready sale which in turn en-
courage new publishing.

(i) That it will enable the entire community to
have access to all current materials anywhere
in the island.

Towards 1985 the union catalogues and the natio-
nal bibliography will be computerised to serve as a data
base for the entire country. The non-aligned nations
data bank which is being established with the cooper—-
ation of the National Library will be housed in the
National Library premises.

A National Conservation centre is being planned
in the National Library which will be capable of servi-
cing the needs of libraries which are unable to set up
their own conservation departments.

The new building for the National Library is sche+
duled to be opened in 1983 when the services will be
expanded to cover these areas which are held up for
want of adequate staff and space.

APPENDIX

National Library Book Acquisition Policy

Scope of materials to be obtained

Manuscripts, books and non-book materials,
periodicals, Newspapers, unpublished reports, audio-
visual  materials  (gramaphone records, tapes,
cassettes, andio and video) films, photographs,
prints, slides, paintings, maps, recordings of unwrit-
ten literature, history etc. postage stamps, currency
notes, materials, relating to heraldry, honours, grants
etc, related to life and culture of Sri Lanka and
- deemed necessary for the achievement of objectives of
the National Library. (Objcetives of the National
Library-vide annex l})

admmc gOatR 3/3-4

Methods of procurement
(a) Legal Deposit
(b) Copyright

() Gifts and Exchange
(d) Purchases

(a) Legal Deposit

()  The Committee observed that current Legislat-
ion on Legal Diposit is in adequate in respect of
the coverage of library materials.
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()  The Committee recommends that the facility of
Legal Deposit should be transferred to the
National Library from the National Archives
Department and the provisions of the law be
amended to suit the needs of a modern National

Library.

iii)  Until such time as (i) and (ii) above is effected
material not procured under Legal Deposit, sho-
uld be purchased.

(b) Copyright material

As the Copyright Office will obtain all material
relevant to a National Library the Board might profita-
bly negotiate coordinating thie work of the Copyright
Office with the Acquisitions’ Department of the
National Library. It is suggested that the Copyright,
©ffice be persuaded to obtain all materials in duplicate
and transfer the duplicates to the National Library.

(¢)  Gifts and Exchange

The Committee recommends that the National
Library should have a programme of obtaining
foreign materials on Gifts and Exchange as far as
practicable, through National Libraries embassies
ect.

Necessary financial allocation should be pro-
vided in the Board Budget for purchase of local
material for exchange purposes.

(d) Purchases

Materials that cannot be obtained under (a), (b)
and (c) above need to be purchased.  All
materials purchased shouid preferbaly be in
triplicate (Deposit Copy, Reference Copy and
inter-Llbrary Loan Copy),

Fugitive materials

Unpublished reports, memoranda etc., and
materials published for limited circulation spe-
cially by Goverment Departments, Corporations,
Institutions which are important for research
and Information purposes cannot be obtained
under any of the methods stated above, A cabi-
net decision directing Ministerial Secretaries to
make arrangements to device a scheme to
ensure regular flow of these materials to the
National Library appears to be the only method
of obtaining these materials.

24

The Committee lays particular emphasis on ‘recor-
ding’ of traditional art and literary forms - Oral
traditions, Music, Drama, Cance, Paintings, Archi-
tecture including importanc buildings of artistic or
historic value, in view of the fact that what remains is
fAst dissapearing or dying. It is recommended that
basic equipment, necessary be purchased for this
purpose and work commenced early.

A systematic collection of resources of the
National Library requires a preliminary recording
of what is already available in Librarles. Archives and
Museums and in other important collections in the coun=
try. The committee urge that the compiiation of a Na-
tional Union Catalogue of library resources is comme-
nced immediately to ascertain the priorities and plan out
a'systematic acquisition policy for the National Library.

The Committee is of the view that in regard to
non-book materials many Departments Institutions
do posses materials produced by these respective or-
ganizations and the National Library need not treat
them as a priority area, But it hastnes to add these
collections may not be available to the users of the
National Library, the objectives of the owner ins—
titutions in maintaining these collections being ins-
titutional and/or commercial use and not free public
use. Further, the preservation of these materials in
these respective instituticns cannot be ensured owing
to the constant changing policies with regard to their
use and the exploitation, In these circumstances the
Committee considers it worth while to obtain a copy
of every such product for deposit in the National
Library. This observation was made with reference

to the SLBC, Film Corporation, Infermation Depart-
ment and the Philatelic Bureau.

It was agreed that in the fields of Science and
Technology the National Library should concentrate
immediatly on older materials in particular in view of

the NSC programme of building up a current collec-

tions of books and periodicals in these areas of
knewledge.

Copies of valuable andrare manuscripts, booksand

other records relating to Sri Lanka, available in foreign
libraries should be obtained for the National Library.

IA foreign exchange allocation should be made in the
Board’s annual budget for this purpose. '
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COLLECTION OF BOOKS FOR THE

SRI LANKA NATIONAL LIBRARY

Sri Lanka National Library Services Board (SLNLSB), has
started collecting material for deposit in the National Library of Sri Lanka
which is to be opened shortly.

The Board would be grateful for any gifts donations of books,
periodicals and other documents relevant to Sri Lanka for deposit in the

National Library.

Books weeded out from libraries may also be transported to the
National Library for deposit in its repositories which will be made availa=
ble for reference in the event of such a need arising.

Librarians! please contact the Directer if you have unwanted

publications.

P. 0. Box 1764 CHAIRMAN
Independence Avenue »

COLOMBO-7 Sri Lanka National Library Services
Tele: 598847 . Board
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CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES FOR

GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS

M. A. GUNAPALA

{(Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Peradeniya)

CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES ACCORDING TO THE UNIVERSAL DECIMAL

CLASSIFICATION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CLASSIFICATION, AND THE

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS CLASSIFICATION FCR
GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS: A CRITICAL STUDY.

The three classification schemes cited above coald
be considered relatively important for the classification
of geography materials in a library and each selected
scheme bears certain special characteristics. Both the
Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) and the Li-
brary of Cengress Classification (LC) have been wide-
ly used and well known in library circles. UDC,
though not completely a faceted classification scheme,
is an analytico-synthetic type LC, on the other hand,
is the best example for an enumerative classification.
Association of American Geographers Classification
(AAG) is the most important special classification
scheme for classifying geography materials. The only
-other special classification for geography is perhaps the
-one devised by G.R. Crone, former Librarian and
-Curator of the Royal Geographical Society, London
in 1937. However, owing to the absence of a notaticn
-system this schedule cannot be considered a full clas-
sification scheme. Although the AAG scheme was
prepared as early as 1937 (not revised or updated since
then), it sti'l reflects some good features which are
not found even in the latest edition (I19th) of the
Dewey Decimal Classification.

Prior to an examination of these classification
schemes, it will perhaps be useful to define what geo-
.graphy is? What are its special features? What could
be its future developments? and also what are the
-characteristics of a good classification scheme? It is
not just the study of physical features and other hu-
‘man activities of an area. Now a geographer has
changed his approach, and studies problems from the
regional point of view. It has its relations with special
sciences, pure sciences as well as applied sciences,
Therefore, the subject of geography could have sub-
-divisions more marked than distioctions between other
main subjects. However, its approach towards prob-
lems is unique. If its identity is recognized, one

[lomc goutA 3[3-4

criticism (1) against geography classification schemes,
i.e. dispersion of the subject, could be answered,

Because of the complicated nature of the subject,
a classification schemes based on modern classification
principles would be most helpful for -resolving prob-
lems which classificationists face in the existing sche-
mes. Undoubtedly, a good classification scheme should
have a good notation system as well as a good sche-
dule. However, the schedule plays the most important
role in a classification scheme. A good notation system
cannot turn a bad schedule into a good one, but a poor
notation system may so hamper a good schedule that
it becomes a bad one. To quote H, E. Bliss, (2) ‘‘nota-
tion ... does not make the clssification though it may
mar it” . Notation could show the order of the classi-
fication and add faceted features which is its main
function. When it possesses the qualities of memora-
bility, hospitality and expressiveness, it can throw light
on a good schedule. It is a good quality of a schedule
that it has literary warrant. (3) In addition, hospitality,
logical and helpful order of the subject arrangement
are also of vital importance,

Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) :

British Standard 1000 series has produced UDC 9
class separately as a special classification for geography,
biography, and history. This is a more detailed classi-
fication than the class 9 in UDC general classification
scheme. The special classification scheme is taken here
for the present study.

UDC is the result of the international extension
and adaptation of Dewey Decimal Classification (DC)
and also the outcome of the first international Confe-

Contd. on p. 30
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rence on Bibliographby held in Brussels in 1895. At the
time Dewey Decimal Classification was the most suc-
cessful and best known library classification system
and it possessed a notation combining great simplicity
with infinite memorability. Since it was an extension
and adaptation of DC, UDC also possessed all major
features of the former including the main class struc-
ture. Geography is located in class 91, which includes
geography, exploration of earth and individual coun-
tries, travel, and regional geography. The main sub
-divisions of the geography class is given in Appen-
dix I.

The essay proposes to scan through the entire
geography classification from one number to the other
for easy analysis. In the classification, 910 is “Gene-
ral questions, geography as a science, Exploration,
Travel” . Can we see any kind of uniformity among
the subjects allocated or some suitability? In a classi-
fication scheme subjects should be arranged according
to some logical, philosophical or development order.
910.1 is ““Science of geography, Methodology (theory,
systems, methods)* which includes books relating to
theoretical geography and methodology too. Theore-
tical geography is one of the main branches of the
subject and it connot go with methodology which is
more related to the applied section. i

Preparation of subject headings for class numbers
has to be done extremely carefully. Subject headings
should be both clear and precise and not “offer any
difficulty in identifying the subject, UDC appears to
be a failure in this respect when giving subject head-
ings for some of the numbers used. One could perhaps
think that <“910.2/.4 - Techniques of geographical re~

search. Field work, Exploration & nd Travel” is a com-

bination of two different subjects, applied geography
and exploration and travel. However, this number is
allocated only for exploration and travel and its preli-
minary planning work, although the heading given is
misleading. Even though the subject division here is
detailed enough, it is doubtful whether the relative
location of exploration and travel helps any order 'in
the classification as a whole. "

Class 911 is assigned for both systematic and
theoretical studies in geography. 911.2 - Physical geo-
graphy (mainly includes physical geography) which
covers landforms (including geomorphology) and
climatology. In the general classification though
geomorphology (551.4) meteorology (551.5), and
climatology (551.8) are included in geology, it is also
possible to assign these subjects to geography, if neces-
sary, because UDC has some faceted features by which

30

it allows numbers to be combined with a colon mark.
Therefore ¢

911.2 : 55i.4 - Geomorphology
, 911.2 : 551.46/49 ~ Hydrogeography
' 911.2: 551.5 ~ Meteorology

911.2 . 551.58 - Climatology

It is important to have meteorology and climato-
logy closer. The general arrangement of the geomor-
phology class is quite satisfactory except that some
numbers are over-crowded, (e.g. 551.43 - Mountains,
massifs, terraces, valleys etc., Orography, Hypso-

“graphy). For some of the very important subjects in

geomorphology (e.g. cycle of erosion, development of
slopes) no place is found in UDC classification.
Meteorology and climatalogy class begins with practi-
instruments etc.  (551.50).
and ends with weather-forecasting, weather-lore etc
551.509) which is a logical arrangement. First it allo-
cates numbers for all atmcspheric phenomena and
follows with weather-forecasting which is the most
important in the field. 551.58 is assigned climatology
for which regional numbers could be added to express
climatology of various regions, Some of the new deve-
lopments in the field have also been introduced in
UDC such as biometeorology (551.586).

cal  meteorology,

However, no number is assigned for medical
climatology. Because of the analytico-synthetic features.
in the UDC classification this Jacunae could also be
met by adding medicine number (911.2 : 551.58:61).
In UDC classification facetcd features are found im
different degrees at different cccasicns for which
911.2 : 551.5¢65rd 911.2:551.58 .61 could be idea
examples, Due to this weakness, clocely related sub-
jects get scattered and no logical or heipful order could
maintained. Even in climatology section some of the
very important sub-divisions have not been allocated &
place at all; as such, “classification of climates’’ cannot:
be placed apywhere in the UDC. Therefore, *“The cli-.
mates of the continents’” ; by Wilfred George Kendiew:
(a book on classification of climates of the world) does.
pot have a proper place in UDC and it will have to be

ydnme gouS 3/3-4



classified under general section 911.2.551.58 with
other general climatology books. It is essential to have
a separate place for this subject because of the expan-
ding volume of literature on the subject and its general
importance. Various atmospheric phenomena, a main
subdivision of meteorology, have been located in the
climatology section (551.59). However, in general, cli-
matology schedule is fairly detailed enough to absorb
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its literature for a medium, size library, but itisproved
that a research library or a special library cannot use
this classification satisfactorily. Meteorology Office
Library, Bracknel, England (which uses the UDC clas—

-sification) has found the **551.576 « Clouds’’ is nos

detailed enough, among other numbers. This compel-
led them to coastruct specific numbers for different

types of clouds. ‘
(To be contd)
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D ME Yo ,
BOOKS FOR LIBRARIES
Oxford Advanced Learner’s '
Dictionary of Current English A, S. Hornby ) 177.95
Medusa’s Hair Gananath Obeysekera 562.50
Buddhism in Britain Christmas Humphreys 110.00
The Upanishads F. Max Muller 125.00
Calm and Insight Bhikku Khantipali . 135.00
Myths of the Hindu and Buddhists A. K. Coomaraswamy & Sister Nivedita 137.50
R Caste and Family in the Politics of the '
! Sinhalese 1947-1976 Janice Jiggins 198.00
An Anthology of Modern Writing
from Sri Lanka R. Obeysekera/C. Fernando 143.00
Sri Lanka, Land. People and Economy B. L. C. Johnson & M. Lex M. Scrivenor 427.50
Encyclopaedia Britannica (30 volumes) 12,650.00
Children’s Britannica (20 volumes) 3,600.00
Encyclopaedia of Science and
TeychnFc))logy Mc Graw Hiil (!5 vol) 10,500.00
Great Books of the Western World (54 volumes) 9,500.00 §
Webster International Seven
Language Dictionary (3 volumes) 1,275.00
A Bibliography of Ceylon by
H. A. . Goonatilleke (3 volumes) 3,000.00
Sacred Books of the East by
Max Muller (50 volumes) Each 137.50
Causality the Central Philosophy of
Buddhism David ). Kalupahana 300.00
The Doctrine of the Buddha George Grimm 375.00
H Buddhist Philosophy David J, Kalupahana 123:75
Description of Ceylon Franceis Valentijn 500.00
Ceylon under British Rule 1795-1932
by Lennox. A Mills 675.00
Britannica Atlas 625.00 |
The Buddha Pupul Jayakar 81.00
§ Culavamsa | & I ~500.00
Made Simple Series - Computer Programming, Marketing, Chemistry, Cookery, Applied
Mathematics, Biology, Economics, Electronics, Electronic Computers,
Commerce, Salesmanship, Commerce, Accounting, Book-keeping,
Management, Human Biology, Art Appreciation, Modern Electronics,
Applied, Economics, Advertising, Office Practice, Childcare -

Prices, 112.50 and above.

K. V.G. DE SILVA & SONS (COLOMBO) LTD,,

415, Galle Road, Bambalapitiya.
Tel. 84146
Providing Knowledge for a better world

Branch. Serendib Gallery 100, Galle Road, Colombo 04.




Bress Glang
LIBRARY NEWS
FURNITURE AND

EQUIPMENT FOR THE

Tenders have been called for the supply of fur-
niture for the National Library of Sri Lanka. Prof.
Micheal Brawne, the UNESCO consultant Architect
bas drawn the plans for the main items of furniture,
namely, Issue desks, Book shelves, Periodical shelves,
Reading tables and chairs, Reclining chairs, Atlas
cases etc. It is expected to get ail the necessary furni-
ture made during the next few months.

Obtaining modern special Library Equipment for-

the National Library is also a great concern of the
Board. Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Assistant Director,
National Library Division has produced a comprehen-
sive survey report on the special Library Equipment
requirements for the National Library on the request
of the chairman of the Board. During his recent visit
Prof. Brawne has perused the report with Mr. Amara-
siri and has approved it with some minor alterations,
It is envisaged that these equipment is to be obtained
with assistance from UNESCO, and the Board expects
it to be included in the Sri Lanka country programme
of UNESCO for 1983, Nearly Rs. 8 millions is re-
quired for these equipment at the 1982 prices.

SRR TS

This is only a Reminder
LIBRARY NEWS SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1983

Annual Subscripticn Rs. 6.00 (Including Postage)
* Cheques/Morney Orders, Postal Orders,
Should be drawn in favour of

Chairman
E Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.

all correspondence
should be addressed to
Director/Secretary
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
P. O. Box 1764
Independence Avenue
Colombo 07

Tele: 598847

Qw. 3-4 1982

No. 8-4

39 S
July/December, 1982

DI gam‘zﬁ

0o Bm yame®: gaclww 1973
3 O3 W} §o2: 3-4
1982 4B8/o¢x1 888

368 DCEHW 1) YIGHEA:

genC 06D go@®.
8 o2 dm gnmc o8 EEOC

e @

000 gmanecd cgdn EBOC ugrs’ giud
aBDeensi® § comn Eifim geame eHd
pedced acvd ozndm god, & BERE D0Bd
asc oG onws! edn =100y,

»nEsem & o1, 1.50
D58 ¢ 8¢c: G- 6.00 (1. . w@®)

qom 86
ess,

8 com &fm geimme s datcs
500 Cuy O»b.

Buc® G8 v Be8d:

sne/eCm®,

8 om0 B8 gnmC 0db eeBOce,
B, @0 1764

Rewts €10m, eme® 7.

e08: 898847

@Dt = eme® 10.




National Digitization Project

National Science Foundation

Institute - National Library and Documentation Services Board

I. Place of Scanning : National Library and Documentation Services Board. Colombo 07

2. Date Scanned -2olT {‘O{“

(]

. Name of Digitizing Company : Sanje (Private) Ltd. No 435/16. Kottawa Rd.

Hokandara North. Arangala. Hokandara

4. Scanning Officer

Name

Signature

Certification of Scanning

[ hereby certify that the scanning of this documeni svus carried out under my supervision. according (0
the norms und standards of digital scanning uccuratelv. also keeping with the originality of the original

document 1o be accepted in a court of lany.

Certifvine Officer

Designation Lbr@‘ﬁf ...... DOC"‘W’@"”%#'Q WO}M(fﬁ .................

Name

.. 3
Signature : i{dnr\«

“This document/publication was digitized under National Digitization Project of the
National Science Foundation. Sri Lankea ™



